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Religious experience, I have tried
to maintain, is essentially a state of
feeling with a cognitive aspect, the
content of which cannot be
communicated to others, except in
the form of a judgement. Now
when a judgement which claims to
be the interpreatation of a certain
region of human experience, not
accessible to me, is placed before
me for my assent, [ am entitled to
ask, what is the guarantee of its
truth? Are we in possession of a
test which would reveal its
validity? If personal experience
had been the only ground for
acceptance of a judgement of this
kind, religion would have been the
possession of a few individuals
only. Happily we are in possession
of tests which do not differ from
those applicable to other forms of
knowledge. These I call the intell
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The most remarkable phenomenon
of modern history however, is the
enormous rapidity with which the
world of Islam is spiritually mov-
ing towards the West. There is
nothing wrong in this movement,
for European culture, on its intell-
ectual side, is only a further devel-
opment of some of the most imp-
ortant phases of the culture of
Islam.29

The theory of Einstein has brought
a new vision of the universe and
suggests new ways of looking at
the problems common to both
religion and philosophy. No won-
der then that the younger genera-
tion of Islam in Asia and Africa
demand a fresh orientation of their
faith. With the reawakening of

Islam, therefore, it is necessary to
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examine,inan independent spirit,
what Europe hasthought and how
far the conclusions reached by her
can help us in the revisionand,if
necessary,reconstruction, of theolo-

gical thought in Islam"3!

I propose to undertake a philos
ophical discussion of some of the
basic ideas of Islam, in the hope
that this may, at least, be helpful
towards a proper understanding of
the meaning of Islam as a message

to humanity.33
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....a false reverence for past history
and its artificial resurrection
constitute no remedy for a people's

decay. 3

The only effective power, there-
fore, that counteracts the forces of
decay in a people is the rearing of
self-concentrated individuals.
Such individuals alone reveal the
depth of life. They disclose new
standards in the light of which we

begin to see that our environment
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is not wholly inviolable and requires

revision.37
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.... the modern man has ceased to
live soulfully, i.e. from within. In
the domain of thought he is living
in open conflict with others. He
finds himself unable to control his
ruthless egoism and his infinite
gold-hunger which is gradually
killing all higher striving in him and
bringing him nothing but life-
weariness. Absorbed in the 'fact’,
that is to say, the optically present
source of sensation, he is entirely
cut off from the unplumbed depths

of his own being. *

The technique of medieval mystic-
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ism by which religious life, in its
higher manifestations, developed
itself both in the East and West has

now practically failed.*

Far from reintegrating the forces of
the average man's inner life, and
thus preparing him for participation
in the march of history, it has taught
him a false renunciation and made
him perfectly contented with his
ignorance and spiritual thraldom.
No wonder then that the modern
Muslim in Turkey, Egypt, and
Persia is led to seek fresh sources of
energy in the creation of new
loyalties, such as partriotism and
nationalism.......... Disappointed of a
purely religious method of spiritual
renewal which alone brings us into
touch with the everlasting fountain
of life and power by expanding our
thought and emotion, the modern
Muslim fondly hopes to unlock
fresh sources of energy by narr-
owing down his thought and
emotion.Modern atheistic socia-
lism,which possesses all the fervour
of a new religion, rises in revolt
against the very soruce which could
have given it strength and Purpose.

Both nationalism and atheistic soci-
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alism, at least in the present state of
human adjustments, must draw
upon the psychological forces of
hate, suspicion,and resentment
which tend toimpoverish the soul of
man and close up his hidden
sources of spiritual energy. Neither
the technique of medieval mystic-
ism,nor nationalism, nor atheistic
socialism can cure the ills of a
despairing humanity. Surely the
present moment is one of great
crisis in the history of modern
culture. The modern world stands in
need of biological renewal. And
religion, which in its higher
manifestaions is neither dogma, nor
priesthood, nor ritual, can alone
ethically prepare the modern manfor
the burden of the great respons-
ibility which the advancement of
modern science necessarily invo-
Ives, and restore to him that attitude
of faith which makes him capable of
winning a personality here and

retaining it hereafter.*
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this purpose can be fufilled in two ways:

I. Either by proving that what Religion says is the truth, and
Science and Philosophy really agree with Religion; and by refuting
Science and Philosophy where they disagree with it.

II. Or by showing that the domain of Religion is different from
that of Science and Philosophy; and where religion speaks of
things with which Science and Philosophy deal its purpose in
speaking of them is not the same as that of Science or Philosophy;
-i.e., it does not aim at telling us, like Science or Philosophy, what
the nature of such objects exactly is; it only aims at the moral or

religious conclusions the guidance that can be drawn form them.
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What is the character and general

structure of the universe in which
we live? Is there a permanent
element in the constitution of this
universe? How are we related to it?
What place do we occupy in it, and
what is the kind of conduct that
befits the place we occupy? These
questions are common to religion,

philosophy, and higher poetry. 1
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The search for rational foundations in Islam may be regarded to
have begun with the prophet himself. His Constant prayer was
"God! grant me knowledge of the ultimate nature of things!"4
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Socrates concentrated his attention
on the human world alone. To him
the proper study of man was man
and not the world of plants, insects,
and stars. How unlike the spirit of
the Qur'an, which sees in the
humble bee a recipient of Divine
inspiration and constantly calls
upon the reader to observe the
perpetual change of the winds, the
alternation of day and night, the
clouds, the starry heavens, and the
planets swimming through infinite
space! As a true disciple of
Socrates, Plato despised sense
perception which, in his view,
yielded mere opinion and no real
knowledge. How unlike the Qur'an,
which regards hearing and sight as
the most valuable Divine gifts and
declares them to be accountable to

God for their activity in this world®
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The heart is a kind of inner intuition
or insight which, in the beautiful
words of Rumi, feeds on the rays of
the sun and brings us into contact
with aspects of Reality other than
those open to sense-perception. It
is, according to the Qur'an, someth-
ing which sees; and its reports, if
properly interpreted, are never
false. We must not, however, regard
it as a mysterious special faculty' it
is rather a mode of dealing with
Reality in which sensation, in the
physiological sense of the word,
does not play any part. Yet the vista
of experience thus opened to us is
as real and concrete as any other
experience. To describe it as psyc-
hic, mystical, or supernatural does
not detract from its value as exper-

ience.!?
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Among the visions and messages, says Professor William James,
some have always been too patently silly, among the trances and
convulsive seizures some have been too fruitless for conduct and
character, to pass themselves off as significant, still less as divine.

In the history of Christian mysticism the problem how to
discriminate between such messages and experiences as were
really divine miracles, and such others as the demon in his malice

was able to counterfeit, thus making the religious person twofold
more the child of hell he was before, has always been a difficult

one to solve, needing all the sagacity and experience of the best
directors of conscience. In the end it had come to our empiricist
criterion: By their fruits ye shall know them, not by their roots.

The problem of Christian mysticism alluded to by Professor James

has been in fact the problem of all mysticism. The demon in his
malice does counterfeit experiences which creep into the circuit of

the mystic state. As we read in the Qur'an:

We have not sent any Apostle or Prophet before thee among
whose desires Satan injected not some wrong desire, but God shall

bring to nought that which Satan had suggested. Thus shall God
affirm His revelation, for God is Knowing and Wise (22:25)2¢
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sness, and we are not yet in
possession of a really effective
scientific method to analyse the
contents of nonrational modes of

. 31
consciousness.
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The first point to note is the
immediacy of this experience. In
this respect it does not differ from
other levels of human experience
which supply data for knowledge.
All experience is immediate. As
regions of normal experience are
subject to interpretation of
sense-data for our knwoledge of
the external world, so the region of
mystic experience is subject to
interpretation for our knowledge
of God. The immediacy of mystic
experience simply means that we
know God just as we know other

obj ects.>>
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The second point is the
unanalysable wholeness of mystic
experience........ The ordinary
rational consciousness, in view of
our practical need of adaptation to
our environment, takes that
Reality piecemeal, selecting
successively isolated sets of
stimuli for response. The mystic
state brings us into contact with
the total passage of Reality in
which all the diverse stimuli
merge into one another and form a
single unanalysable unity in which
the ordinary distinction of subject

and object does not exist.>
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The third point to note is that to
the mystic the mystic state is a
moment of intimate association
with a Unique Other Self,
transcending, encompassing, and
momentarily suppressing the
private personality of the subject
of experience. Consi- dering its
content the mystic state is highly
objective and cannot be regarded
as a mere retirement into the
mists of pure subjectivity. But
you will ask me how immediate
experience of God, as an Indep-
endent Other Self, is at all
possible. The mere fact that the
mystic state is passive does not
finally prove the veritable
'otherness' of the Self experi-
enced. This question arises in the
mind because we assume, without
criticism, that our knowledge of
the external world through sense-
perception is the type of all know-
ledge. If this were so, we could
never be sure of the reality of our
own self. However, in reply to it [
suggest the analogy of our daily
social experience. How do we
know other minds in our social

intercourse? It is obvious that we
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know our own self and Nature by
inner reflection and sense-
perception respectively. We possess
no sense for the experienceof other
minds. The only ground of my
knowledge of aconscious being
before me is the physical move-
ments similar to my own from
which I infer the presence of another
conscious being. Or we may say,
after professor Royce, that our fell-
ows are knwon to be real because
they respond to our signals and thus
constantly supply the necessary
supplement to our own fragmentary
meanings.

Response, no doubt, is he test of the

presence of a conscious self.37

All that I mean to suggest is that
the immediacy of our experience in
the mystic state is not without a
parallel. It has some sort of
resemblance to our normal experie-
nce and probably belongs to the
same category.39
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Since the quality of mystic exper-
ience is to be directly experenced,
it is obvious that it cannot be com-
municated. Mystic states are more
like feeling than thought. The
interpretation which the mystic or
the prophet puts on the content of
his religious consciousness can be
conveyed to others in the form of
propositions, but the content itself
cannot be so transmitted......41

The incommunicability of mystic
experience is due to the fact that
it is essentially a matter of inart-
iculate feeling, untouched by disc-
ursive intellect. It must, however,
be noted that mystic feeling, like
all feeling, has a cognitive element
also; and it is, I believe, because of
this cognitive element that it lends
itself to the form of idea. In fact, it
is the nature of feeling to seek

expression in thought. It would
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There is a sense in which the word is also revealed.47
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Religious experience, I have tried
to maintain, is essentially a state
of feeling with a cognitive aspect,
the content of which cannot be
communicated to others, except
in the form of a judgement. Now
then a judgement which claims to
be the interpretation of a certain
region of human experience, not
accessible to me, is placed before
me for my assent, [ am entitled to
ask, what is the guarantee of its
truth? Are we in possession of a
test which would reveal its
validity? If personal experience
had been the only ground for
acceptance of a judgement of this
kind, religion would have been
the possession of a few indiv-
iduals only. Happily we are in
possession of tests which do not
differ from those applicable to
other forms of knowledge. These
I call the intellectual test and the
pragmatic test. By the intellectual
test I mean critical interpretation,
without any presuppositions
of human experience, generally
with a view to discover whether
our interpretation leads us
ultimately to a reality of the same

character as is revealed by relig-
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2) Caird, John. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion, Glasgow,
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Since the creative activity of God
is ceaseless the nubmer of the
atoms cannot be finite. Fresh atoms
are coming into being every mom-
ent and the universe is therefore
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constantly growing. As the Qur'an
says:God adds to His creation what

He wills.The essence of the atom is

independent of its existence.This
means that existence is a quality
imposed on the atom by God.
Before receiving this quality the
atoms lies dormant as it were in the
creative energy of God and its
existence means nothing more than

Divine energy become visible. 2

— A U fEe

&}iug)ﬁﬁf%dhg’w{u"ujja;%
e e e BP0 e
&l nbrai e b ey
N AT R A DR
S S Lyt
31 B GG ) Seiss

...... Jl;;lc,({b}—



—_— r}ry 1£9) sl ',Jl/r";' —

JJ“_‘L&/

e pe Izt g T L U1 Lol [ G

J¢£u¢f{‘au¢%¢,{t,;£ﬁ;wgdum/@_t&wu:&”w/

Fo8 5L FE AU el P FB LT U230 SUIEE
S FE AL P G Y

From the Ultimate Ego only egos
proceed. The creative energy of the
Ultimate Ego, in whom deed and
thought are identical functions as
ego-unities. The world, in all its
details, from the mechanical
movement of what we call the atom
of matter to the free movement of
thought in the human ego, is the
self revelation of the Great I am.
Every atom of Divine energy,
however low in the scale of exis-

tence, is an ego. !4

e Uit e Pt
ﬁgd/sz.tl_‘amuﬂﬁﬁ()i
FL o LI F 2 Pl
BlEP= PRS-y,
=g st P e
e 2 e e b
e @/Qu'}/,p}f'gw“wﬁf’(f’w
L LG SONTIFADE
u:l)g_)laﬁn;u;{c»{d‘l::f" s

e (DL et

‘LJC;C}J‘/L digf»}JfJiJ’; K;;U’mgf‘a barlge Jlve Ul
L Ultn s b6 PN, e b T LUt Bl L 12
FL 1S sl Kc“,/;dbLn/;W/?&"aé‘?‘adﬂ/"‘LJ:gf
S 3Kl ST §aum St S B G B
82 1Sy G T U A S e S s 1 o
e il SIS T s S U105 - o2 S TE s 2 U
RN L st g st S

< QUG AL S 0 P mie (s 2 LKA TR e

— A JSEE 0[S —



— sl s —

el A 3 I GG e (P o g Ay e I
e e L 1SS AL St St e et/ ey b L
RIS LUt e B Ut e 51 DA 2t S dd = EE e
L0, B T2 e st sy J
SUIbrrepe & S GuTEG b Irsns ESL e t5.0F
i $n el S AL T me (5 STt v
STt e b Lz (bt SR 2 S AP L 116057
L P 61t S el AL JE o 8 GE S5 K
dlVie e Uralbat@Uri€rne b2 Sk s’
Gk G sl 1 Qe LW o 0t r2s e oo
e A L el L e FE T L
“L&@ﬂ

S b B T () e3P
EAW S TR ST I S N NS Iy
2NBY o> & BDEOL L JobistuTjreuedde s
PR ui":u/c)u/; e St Gt Jﬂﬁo’”ﬂé Ul
o e Gt DL e 2 ?g«f) LAV e b o o
Ate U1k $aek Gb S bl s il 3 P16
ARSIl NSRS NPT AR IR,
R UL S G YR N BB albe by e FLE I
‘LﬁVd‘_/JJ',gﬁ‘L/’GLL//’&U:’/&QL})’E(}Gd;’ﬁ/éjéﬁ
ce A B I

Fb KU I1AY 05 3 2 B U1 S s U L2 (45

— M S e



— sl s —

Jocssroc tw E1s 3t 5 S0 Pl - 2 b b P06
Sl o T tbile §EF6usemn Al Sl tile vy
e UM S U1 i ine Bn by uine o
SN LU TS Uz SIG LS S U1-b
el le S e B Ui K6 sl Fle J1-& Soud
et S sl s Fsy e Pl pssme JELleusr 2, 151U
_‘Lt‘lgﬁd”d‘_/r‘ggdlﬁ’,éé.'fﬁ&'fd}d/ﬁ)/ﬁ’ﬂb')(dLJ'

L &b S o §e s iin 15T 66 i 0
Uil e e $oli T 38 Gub St 6P L1 Lt Fie L
e G uF
I T #3172 e L U S

No doubt, the emergence of egos

endowed with the power of spont-

aneous and hence unforeseeable
action is, in a sense, a limitation on
the freedom of the all-inclusive
Ego. But this limitation is not
externally imposed. It is born out
of His own creative freedom whe-
reby He has chosen finite egos to
be participators of His life, power,

and freedom. !’
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In Him thought and deed, the act of
knowing and the act of creating,
are identical 21

Concept of Divine knowledge is
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omniscience in the sense of a
single indivisible act of preception

which makes God immediately

aware of the entire sweep of
history, regarded as an order of

specific events, in an eternal,
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In the consideration of Time I would submit that Time is in its
essence Sequence Continuous. The doctrine which will make the
whole course of Time "Spacious Present" to God misses the first
character of Time viz. Sequence: and yet it is not necessary for
God's omniscience. He can be 'alim al ghayb wa'l-shahadah with-
out it on the analogy of finite spirits. This doctrine seems to be the
reflex of the Greek conception of Eternity in modern metaphysics.
It is Eternity temporalized or Time eternalised and a self-
contradictory concept. Further from Zeno down to Cantor and
Russell the scientific thinkers seem to miss its Continuity and
conceive Time as a discrete quantity on the analogy of number.
Their difficulties have no bearing on the distinction of Past,
Present and Future, i.e. on Sequence, the other characteristic of
Time.25
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Prayer must be regarded as a
necessary complement to the
intellectual activity of the observer
of Nature.3>

The truth is that all search for
knowledge is essentially a form of
prayer. The scientific observer of
Nature is a kind of mystic seeker

in the act of prayer.37
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The spirit of all true prayer is
social,39

socialization of spiritual illumina-

tion through associative prayer. 4l

Islamic institution of worship
gradually enlarges the sphere of

human association.43

Prayer, then, whether individual or
associative, is an expression of
man's inner yearning for a
response in the awful silence of

the universe. 4>
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The only course open to us is to
approach modern knowledge
with a respectful but independent
attitude and to appreciate the
teachings of Islam in the light of
that knowledge3

The ego reveals itself as a unity

of what we call mental states,5
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2- Another important chara-
cteristic of the unity of the ego is
its essential privacy which reveals

the uniqueness of every ego.7

My recognition of a place or
person means reference to may
past experience, and not the past

experience of another ego.”
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To the Muslim school of theology
of which Ghazali is the chief
exponent, the ego is a simple,
indivisible, and immutable soul-
substance, entirely different from
the group of our mental states and
unaffected by the passage of

time, 11
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The ego consists of the feelings of
personal life, and is as such part of
the system of thought. 14

This view of consciousness, far
from giving us any clue to the ego,
entirely ignores the relatively

permanent element in experience.
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There is no continuity of being

between the passing thoughts.16
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Inner experience is the ego at
work. We appreciate the ego itself
in the act of perceiving. judging

and willing.18
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a directive energy and is formed
experience

thing: it is an act. My experience is
only a series of acts, mutually
referring to one another, and held
together by the unity of a directive
purpose. My whole reality lies in

my directive attitude.??
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The causal chain wherein we try to find a place for the ego is itself

an artificial construction of the ego for its own purposes.3!
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directive control in the ego's activi- _ .
ty shows that the ego is a free ;}J/))LJ/‘J}MWQJ}'G{,L?U:

personal Causality. He shares in ug’Jt. J}J/J: 2 L. ]w L/'/g/at;

the life and freedom of the Ultim- I » .
ate Ego who, by permitting the "cac‘")i)’/ 'Vg‘f;f”‘nﬁ/

emergence of a finite ego, capable
of private initiative, has limited
this freedom of His own free
will.33
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In the higher Sufism of Islam Lg«ﬁﬂi‘d&f’/&’&.ﬁﬂdﬂ#l

unitive experience is not the . . . w
finite ego effacing its own uﬁd;i@bﬂd;idtﬂfwu:‘(}rufd
identity by some sort of absorp- d‘t;‘,ﬂfﬂ.ﬂ s Cc”éd’;/,; —

tion into the Infinite Ego: it is
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rather the Infinite passing into
the loving embrace of the
finite.3>
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Nietzsche's view which is nothing
more than a Fatalism worse than
the one summed up in the word

Qismat. Such a doctrine, far from
keying up the human organism for
the fight of life tends to destory its
action-tendencies and relaxes the
tension of the ego.41
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The Quranic view of the destiny of
man is partly ethical, Partly biolog-
ical:43

Life offers a scope for ego-activity,
and death is the first test of the
synthetic activity of the ego. There
are no pleasure -giving and paingi-
ving acts; there are only ego-sustai-
ning and ego dissolving acts. It is
the deed that prepares the ego for
dissolution, or disciplines him for a
future career. The principle of the
ego-sustaining deed is respect for
the ego in myself as well as in
others. Personal immortality, then
is not ours as of right; it is to be

achieved by personal efforts.*5
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The state of Barzakh, therefore,
does not seem to be merely a pass-
ive state of expectation; it is a state

in which the ego catches a glimpse
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of fresh aspects of Reality, and
prepares himself for adjustment to
these aspects. It must be a state of
great psychic unhingement,
especially in the case of full-grown
egos who have naturally developed
fixed modes of operation on a
specific spatio-temporal order,
and may mean dissolution to less
fortunate ones. However, the ego
must continue to struggle until he
is able to gather himself up, and
win his resurrection. The resur-
rection, therefore, is not an exter-
nal event. It is the consummation

of a life-process within the ego.4’

Heaven and Hell are states, not
localities. Their descriptions in the
Qur'an are visual representations of

an inner fact, i.e. character.49

Heaven is the joy of triumph over

the forces of disintegration.>!

Hell, therefore, as conceived by the
Qur'an, is not a pit of everlasting
torture inflicted by a revengeful
God; it is a corrective experience

which may make a hardened ego
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"The only course open to us is to
approach modern knowledge with
a respectful but independent
attitude and to appreciate the
teachings of Islam in the light of
that knowledge" 3

"The ego reveals itself as a unity of what we call mental states,
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2- "Another important
characteristic of the unity of the
ego is its essential privacy which
reveals the uniqueness of every

ego l|7
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"My recognition of a place or person means reference to may past

experience, and not the past experience of another ego"8
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"To the Muslim school
theology of which Ghazali is the
chief exponent, the ego is a simple,
indivisible, and immutable
soulsubstance, entirely different
from the group of our mental states
and unaffected by the passage of

time," 9
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"The ego consists of the feelings of personal life, and is as such part of

the system of thought." 12
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"This view of consciousness, far from giving us any clue to the ego,

entirely ignores the relatively permanent element in experience. There is no
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continuity of being between the passing thoughts.
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"Inner experience is the ego at work. We appreciate the ego itself

in the act of perceiving. judging and willing. 16
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"a directive energy and is formed and disciplined by its own

experience" 18
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"Thus my real personality is not a
thing: it is an act. My experience is
only a series of acts, mutually
referring to one another, and held
together by the unity of a directive
purpose. My whole reality lies in

my directive attitude.20
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"The causal chain wherein we try to find a place for the ego is itself an

artificial construction of the ego for its own purposes" 29
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"the element of guidance and U:JL‘;’!JWLdJ}sz/)ﬁJ”

directive control in the ego's
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activity shows that the ego is a free

personal causalty. He shares in the :?v}/%/ﬁJVquﬁ&Lg?uz L)
life and freedom of the Ultimate ry

Ego who, by permitting the - “_‘La)‘)'/’!’.ggf‘{
emergence of a finite ego. capable

of private initiative, has limited

this freedom of His own free

will"31
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"In the higher Sufism of Islam unitive experience is not the finite

ego effacing its own identity by some sort of absorption into the
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Infinite Ego: it is rather the Infinite passing into the loving

embrace of the finite." 33
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"It is not clear, however, why the consummation of virtue and

happiness should take infinite time, and how God can effectuate

the confluence between mutually exclusive notions." 30
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"Nietzsche's view which is nothing more than" a Fatalism worse
than the one summed up in the word Qismat. Such a doctrine. far
from keying up the human organism for the fight of life tends to

destory its action-tendencies and relaxes the tension of the ego."4o
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"The Quranic view of the destiny of man is partly ethical, Partly

biological:"42
Ny

Qb S WS, Fre QUL B TS
"Life offers a scope for ego-activity, and death is the first test of
the synthetic activity of the ego. There are no pleasure -giving and
paingiving acts; there are only ego-sustaining and ego dissolving
acts, It is the deed that prepares the ego for dissolution, or
disciplines him for a future career. The principle of the
ego-sustaining deed is respect for the ego in myself as well as in
others. Personal immortality, then is not ours as of right" it is to be

achieved by personal eflorts" 44
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"The state of Parzakh, therefore, does not seem to be merely a

passive state of expectation; it is a state in which the ego catches a

glimpse of fresh aspects of Reality. and prepares himself for



o0 :A) el :493,35 j‘u’)f

adjustment to these aspects. It must be a state of great psychic
unhingement, espectially in the case of full-grown egos who have
naturally developed fixed modes of operation on a spectifie
spatio-temporal order, and may mean dissolution to less fortunate
ones. However, the ego must continue to struggle until he is able
to gather himself up, and win his resurrection. The resurrection,
therefore, is not an external event. It is the consummation of a

life-process within the ego." 40
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"Heaven and Hell are states, not localities. Their descriptions in

the Quran are visual representations of an inner fact, i.e.

character." 48

"Heaven is the joy of triumph over the forces of disintegration." 49
"Hell, therefore, as conceived by the Qur'an, is not a pit of

everlasting torture inflicted by a revengeful God; it is a corrective

experience which may make a hardened ego once more sensitive

to the living breeze of Divine Grace."0
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a prophet's religious experience,

therefore, would be to examine the L U’f 1t éj/ ‘f{/ ‘{ x KZ’L“" K_ug
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A prophet may be defined as a type
of mystic consciousness in which
unitary experience' tends to overf-
low its boundaries, and seeks
opportunities of redirecting or
refashioning the forces of colle-
ctive life. In his personality the
finite centre of life sinks into his
own infinite depths only to spring
up again, with fresh vigour to
destroy the old, and to disclose the

new directions of life.8
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the way in which the word wahy
(inspiration) is used in the Qur'an
shows that the Qur'an regards it as
a universal property of life; though
its nature and character are
different at different stages of the
evolution of life. The plant grow-
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developing a new organ to suit a ‘fr
new environment, and a human F4%4 JJ/K‘”’ L‘f/
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The birth of Islam, as I hope be
able presently to prove to your
satisfaction, is the birth of
inductive intellect. In Islam
prophecy reaches its perfection in
discovering the need of its own
abolition.°

.............. that, in order to achieve
full self consciousness, man must
finally be thrown back on his own
resources.?!

The abolition of priesthood and
hereditary kingship in Islam, the
constant appeal to reason and
experience in the Qur'an and the
emphasis that it lays on Nature and
History as sources of human
knowledge, are all different aspects

of the same idea of finality.23
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The idea, however, does not mean S d Ul .Lg f s U‘?’Wﬁ/ Ule
that mystic experience, which

qualitatively does not differ from sJim 2 e e JL

the experience of the prophet, has P1e) /i L s u:/ % sl
now ceased to exist as a vital M
fact.27 'Lﬁ
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there is no single method which is used in that science to the

exclusion of other methods. On the contrary, Islamic science has
always sought to apply different methods in accordance with the
nature of the subject in question and modes of understanding that
subject. Muslim scientists, in their cultivation and development of
the various sciences, have relied upon every avenue of knoweldge
open to man, from ratiocination and interpretation ofsacred

Scriptures to observation and experimentation.39
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By what method did Muslim scientits arrive at their original ideas,

concepts and theories which were later tested against facts or the

rigor of logical analysis? How did Ibn Sina arrive at his impetus

theory, or Nasir al-Din-al-Tusi at his new model for planetary

motion, or Shihab al-Din-Suhrawardi at his theory of corporeal
objects as being degrees of light? 40

NERPN
Such creativity, whether in the case of Muslim scientists of their
modern counterparts, cannot be reduced to any well-defined,

step-by-step method, but always involves an intuition, a jump of a

creative nature.41
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It is necessary once in one's life to doubt all things, so far as this is
possible. 44
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Form the sciences which I had practiced and the methods which I
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had followed in my inquiry into the two kinds of knowledge,
revealed and rational, I had already acquired a sure and certain
faith in God Most High, in the prophetic mediation of revelation,
and in the Last Day. These three fundamentals of our Faith had
become deeply rooted in my soul, not because of any specific,
precisely formulated proofs, but because of reasons and

circumstances and experiences too many to list in detail #0
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Brunner, Science et Realite, Paris, 1954, p. 13 cf. Osman Bakar, Tawhid and

Science Kuala Lumpur,1991,Suhail Academy, p.23.
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S.H. Nasr, Seience and Civilazation in Islam Lahore, 1983, P.155-6

An introduction to the Islamic Cosmological Doctrines, Cambridge.

MA 1964, Lodnon, 1978; Islamic Science; Reflections on

Methodology in the Islamic Sciences" in Hamdard Islamicus, 3:3
(1980) pp. 3-13.

D3 E i e Greda g e b,
_E L b F IS L e S8

ol W e e oK e PR L o1 e
o ST BL eI St i S N S b G L
L LU 2 Fate LS putn ) e s

Osman Bakar, "The Place of Doubt in Islamic Epistemology,
Ghazzali's Philosophical Experience" in Tawhid and Science. op. cit.
p-39.
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Unfortunately, we in England have been brought up to believe that
scientific discovery turns upon the use of a method analogous to and

of the same logical stature as deduction, namely the method of

Induction--- a logically mechanised process of thought which, starting
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from simple declarations of fact arising out of the evidence of the
senses can lead us with certainty to the truth of general laws. This
would be an intellectually disabling belief if anyone actually believed
it." See P. Medawar, Pluto's Republic (Oxford University Press),
1982, p. 33.
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S. H. Nasr, Science and Civilization in Islam, op. cit.; An Introduction
to the Islamic Cosmological Doctrines, Cambridge, MA: 1964,
London, 1978 ; Islamic Science; "Reflection on Methodology in the
Islamic Science" in Hamdard Islamicus, 3:3 (1980), 3-13

39)  Osman Bakar, Tawhid and Science op.cit, p.14-15.

40)  1Ibid, p.28

41)  Ibid.

42)  Ibid. p. 15-16.
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44)  Descartes, "Principles, pt. 1,1" in The Philosophical Works of
Descartes, trans. E.S. Haldane and G.R.T. Ross, (Newyork,

1955).
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The world-life intuitively sees its
own needs, and at critical mom-
ents defines its own direction.
This is what, in the language of
religion, we call prophetic revel-
ation. It is only natural that Islam
should have flashed across the
consciousness of a simple people
untouched by any of the ancient
cultures, and occupying a geogra-
phical position where three conti-

nents meet together!
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It was not long after this outward sign of his authority and his
mission that he began to experience powerful inward signs, in
addition to those of which he had already been conscious. When
asked about these he spoke of true "visions" which came to him in
his sleep and he said that they were "like the breaking of the light
of dawn."* The immediate result of these visions was that solitude
became dear to him, and he would go for spiritual retreats to a
cave in Mount Hira, not far from the outskirts of Mecca. There
was nothing in this that would have struck Quraysh as particularly
strange, for retreat had been a traditional practice amongst the
descendants of Ishmeal, and in each generation there had been one
or two who would withdraw to a solitary place from time to time
so that they might have a period that was uncontaminated by the
world of men. In accordance with this age-old practice,
Muhammad would take with him provisions and consecrate a
certain number of nights to the worship of God.> Then he would
return to his family, and sometimes on his return he took more
provisions and went again to the mountain. During these few years
it often happened that after he had left the town and was
approaching his hermitage he would hear clearly the words "Peace
be on thee, O Messenger of God" and he would turn and look for
the speaker but no one was in sight, and it was as if the words had
come from a tree or a stone.

Ramadan was the traditional month of retreat, and it was one night
towards the end of Ramadan, in his fortieth year when he was
alone in the cave, that there came to him an Angel in the form of a
man. The Angel said to him, "Recite!" and he said. "I am not a
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reciter" whereupon as he himself told it, "the Angel took me and
whelmed me in his embrace until he had reached the limit of mine
endurance. Then he released me and said: Recite! I said: "I am not
a reciter;" and again he took me and whelmed me in his embrace,
and again when he had reached the limit of mine endurance he
released me and said: Recit; and again I said , "I am not a reciter".
Then a third time he whelmed me as before, then released me and
said:6

"Recite in the name of thy Lord who created: He createth

man from a clot of blood.

Recite; and thy Lord is the Most Bountiful, He who hath

taught by the pen, taught man what he knew not."”
He recited these words after the Angel, who thereupon left him;
and he said , "It wast as though the words were written on my
heart"8 But he feared that this might mean he had become a
jinn-inspired poet or a man possessed. So he fled from the cave,
and when he was half-way down the slope of the mountain he
heard a voice above him saying. "O Muhammad, thou art the
Messenger of God, and I am Gabriel" He raised his eyes
heavenwards and there was his visitant, still recognisable but now
clearly an Angel, filling the whole horizon and again he said: "O
Muhammad thou art the Messenger of God, and I am Gabriel."
The Prophet stood gazing at the Angle; then he turned away from
him but whichever way he looked the Angel was always there,
astride the horizon, whether it was to the north, to the south, to the
east or to the west. Finally the Angel turned away, and the Prophet
descended the slope and went to his house. "Cover me!"? he said
to Khadijah as with still quaking heart he laid himself on his
couch. Alarmed, yet not daring to question him, she quickly
brought a cloak and spread it over him. But when the intensity of
his awe had abated he told her what he had seen and heard; and
having spoken to him words of reassurance she went to tell her
cousin Waragah, who was now an old man, and blind. "Holy!
Holy!" he said "By him in whose hand is the soul of Waraqah,
there hath come unto Muhammad the greatest Namus.!0 even he
that would come unto Moses. Verily Muhammad is the Prophet of
this people. Bid him rest assured." So Khadijah went home and
repeated these words to the Propeht, who now returned in peace of
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mind to the cave, that he might fulfil the number of days he had
dedicated to God for his retreat. When this was completed, he
went straight to the Ka'bah according to his wont, and performed
the rite of the rounds, after which he greeted the old and the blind
Waragah whom he had noticed amongst those who were sitting in
the Mosque; and Waraqah said to him: "Tell me, O son of my
brother, what thou hast seen and heard." The Prophet told him and
the old man said again what he had said to Khadijah. But this time
he added" "Thou wilt be called a liar and illtreated, and they will
cast thee out and make war upon thee; and if live to see that day,
God knoweth I will help His cause."!! Then he leaned towards
him and kissed his forehead and the Prophet returned to his home.
The reassurances of Khadijah and Waragah were follwed by a
reassurance from Heaven in the form of a second Revelation. The
manner of its coming is not recorded, but when asked how
Revelation came to him the Prophet mentioned two ways:
"Sometimes it cometh unto me like the reverberations of a bell,
and that is hardest upon me; the reverberations abate when I am
aware of their message and sometimes the Angel taketh the form
of a man and speaketh unto me, and I am aware of what he
saith.12(13)
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foundation of world-unity is the
principle of Tauhid. Islam, as a
polity, is only a practical means of
making this principle a living
factor in the intellectual and emoti-
onal life of mankind. It demands
loyalty to God, not to thrones. And
since God is the ultimate spiritual
basis of all life, loyalty to God
virtually amounts to man's loyalty
to his own ideal nature. The ultim-
ate spiritual basis of all life, as con-
ceived by Islam, is eternal and
reveals itself in variety and change.
A society based on such a concep-
tion of Reality must reconcile, in
its life, the categories of permane-
nce and change. It must possess
eternal principles to regulate its
collective life, for the eternal gives
us a foothold in the world of perpe-
tual change. But eternal principles
when they are understood to exc-
lude all possibilities of change
which according to the Qur'an is
one of the greates signs of God,
tend to immobilize what is essenti-
ally mobile in its nature.The fail-
ure of the Europe in political and
social sciences illustrates the form-
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Islam during the last five hundred
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..... partly owing to a misunderstanding
of the ultimate motives of Rationalism
and partly owing to the unrestrained
thought of particular Rationalists,
conservative thinkers regarded this
movement as a force of disintegration,
and considered it a danger to the
stability of Islam as a social polity.
Their main purpose, therefore, was to
preserve the social integrity of Islam,
and to realize this the only course
open to them was to utilize the
binding force of Shari'ah and to make
the structure of their legal system as
rigorous as possible. 20

On its speculative side which
developed later, Sufism is a form of
freethought and in alliance with
Rationalism. The emphasis that it laid
on the distinction of zahir and batin
(Appearance and Reality) created an
attiude of indifference to all that
applies to Appearance and not to
Reality.

This spirit of total other-worldliness
in later Sufism obscured men's vision
of a very important aspect of Islam as
a social polity, and, offering the
prospect of unrestrained thought on
its speculative side, it attracted and
finally absorbed the best minds in
Islam. The Muslim state was thus left
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generally in the hands of intellectual
mediocrities, and the unthinking
masses of Islam, having no
personalities of a higher calibre to
guide them, found their security only
in blindly following the schools.?2

For fear of further disintegration,
which is only natural in such a
period of political decay, the cons-
ervative thinkers of Islam focused all
their efforts on the one point of
preserving a uniform social life for
the people by a jealous exclusion of
all innovations in the law of Shari'ah
as expounded by the early doctors of
Islam.24

LEPESP g #L
St -2 0 S vt e S 517 T !
[ DA R (e
S ETed uALL I/!fH‘.L
S 2402 BL Uil 21 il iy
1A It Qi
& & S it § 5 ol S
g
-:@e

L5l s 5L G G5
S G e B
Sebduib e S el
ps-d Bl o YLl L
g 4 p LSS SE 2
ALK U b
Pl en AL i B S
e ESA
PN e el

& 6oLl

While it rises in revolt against the
finality of the schools, and vigorou-
sly asserts the right of private judg-
ement, its vision of the past is who-
Ily uncritical, and matters of law it

mainly falls back on the traditions
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In order to create a really effective political unity of Islam, all

Muslim countries must first become independent; and then in their

totality they should range themselves under one Caliph. Is such a

thing possible at the present moment? If not to-day, one must wait.
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In the meantime the Caliph must reduce his own house to order
and lay the foundations of a workable modern State.

In the International world the weak find no sympathy; power alone

deserves respect.34
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Broadly speaking religious life may
be divided into three periods. These
may be described as the periods of
'Faith' 'Thought' and 'Discovery'. In
the first period religious life appe-
ars as a form of discipline which
the individual or a whole people
must accept as an unconditional
command without any rational
understanding of the ultimate
meaning and purpose of that
command. This attitude may be of
great consequence in the social and
political history of a people, but is

not of much consequence in so far

—lor e

Xy -
uﬁm,wfﬁ&f;;uﬁ:?é{ﬂw
s F et Sass o e dl
by - P e il s
I EF e Kltion
uﬁu'f+,?wﬁJJﬁ'/}:~€
b S s P L ¥
(AL FLipiunpie e
g Jdizsuged o
SbasfUiS dn SHeie /1
et VB e #

...... Sl po—



N ?‘LUKAK?@Z[:(—

as the individual's inner growth and
expansion are concerned. Perfect
submission to discipline is followed
by a rational understanding of he
discipline and the ultimate source
of its authority. In this period religi-
ous life seeks its foundation in a
kind of metaphysics—a logically
consistent view of the world with
God as a part of that view. In the
third period metaphysics is disp-
laced by psychology, and religious
life develops the ambition to come
into direct contact with he Ultimate
Reality. It is here that religion
becomes a matter of personal
assimilation of life and power; and
the individual achieves a free
personality, not by releasing himsef
from the fetters of the law, but by
discovering the ultimate source of
the law within the depths of his

own COIlSCiOllSIlGSS.1
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Now, the need for explanation does not increase with one's

knowledge; rather, it becomes necessary to the extent that one is
ignorant and has lost the immediate grasp of things through a

dimming of the faculty of intuition and insight. As Islamic
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civilization drew away gradually from its source of revelation, the
need for explanation increased to the degree that the spiritual
insight and the perspicacity of men diminished. The early
generations needed only a hint or directive (isharah) to understand
the inner meaning of things; men of later centuries needed a
fullfledged explanation. Through Ibn 'Arabi Islamic esotericism
provided the doctrines which alone could guarantee the
preservation of the Tradition among men who were always in
danger of being led astray by incorrect reasoning and in most of
whom the power of intellectual intuition was not strong enough to
reign supreme over other human tendencies and to prevent the

mind from falling into error.’
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The standpoint of the man who
relies on religious experience for
capturing Reality must always
remain individual and incomm-
unicable for concepts alone are

capable of being socialized.’

The fact, however, that religious
experience is incommunicable
does not mean that the religious
man's pursuit is futile. Indeed,
the incommunicablility of
religious experience gives us a
clue to the ultimate nature of the

ego.9

They possess a cognitive value
for the recipient, and what is
much more important, a capacity
to centralize the forces of the ego
and thereby to endow him with a

new personality.!!
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a technique. In modern Europe,
Neitzsche, whose life and activity
form, at least to us Easterns,an
exceedingly interesting problem in
religious psychology, was endowed
with some sort of a constitutional
equipment for such an undertaking.
His mental history is not without a
parallel in the history of Eastern
Sufism. That a really imperative
vision of the Divine in man did
come to him, cannot be denied. I
call his vision imperative because it
appears to have given him a kind
of prophetic mentality which, by
some kind of technique, aims at
turning its visions into permanent

life-force. 10
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'l confront alone', he says, 'an
immense problem: it is as I am lost
in a forest, a primeval one. I need
help. I need disciples: I need a
master. It would be so sweet to
obey'. And again: Why do I not find
among the living men who see
higher than I do and have to look
down on me? Is it only that I have

made a poor search? And I have so
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The chain of Being described by the Ikhwan possesses a temporal
aspect which has led certain scholars to the view that the authors
of the Rasa'il beleived in the modern theory of evolution, From
what we have discussed thus far however, the divergence of the
Ikhwan from modern theories of evolution should be clear. First of
all, according to the Rasa'il all changes on earth occur as acts of

the Universal Soul and not by an independent agent acting within
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bodies here on earth. Secondly, according to the Ikhwan this world
is a shadow of another world more real than it, and the "idea" of
everything in this world actually exists in the other, so that there is
no question of a species changing into another, because the "idea"
of each species is a form which is beyond change and decay. In the
words of the Ikhwan:

"The species and genus are definite and preserved. Their forms are
in matter. But the individuals are in perpetual flow; they are
neither definite nor preserved. The reason for the conservation of
forms, genus and species, in matter is the fixity of their celestial
cause because their efficient cause is the Universal Soul of the
spheres instead of the change and continous flux of individuals
which is due to the variability of their cause."

The distinction between the traditional doctrine of gradation and
the modern theory of evolution is clearly stated in these words of
the Ikhwan themselves.

There do exist, however, certain similarities between the views of
the Ikhwan and modern theories in that both believe that the date
of animals, just as minerals precede the plants. Also, the Ikhwan
believe in the adaptation of organisms to their environment, much
in the manner of the authors of the nineteenth century, but the
authors of the Rasa'il consider it from a different perspective.
Their whole conception of Nature is, of course, teleological.
Everything exists for a purpose, the final purpose of the cosmos
being the return of multiplicity to Unity within the heart of the
saints. It is only in this context that the appearance in time of each
kingdom is considered.23

In the Universe, where the wisdom of the Creator is to be seen
everywhere, every occurrence has its reason and shows the
wisdom of God, so that each creature possesses those faculties
which conform to its needs. With respect to the animals, the
Ikhwan write:

"Providential wisdom stipulates that an animal be given on other

— N S el —



N ?‘LUKAK?@Z[:(—

organs than these. If it were otherwise the animal would be
hindered and its safety and continued existence endangered.
"Adaptation to the environment", is not the result of struggles for
life or "survival of the fittest" but comes from the wisdom of he
Creator, Who has given to each creature what corresponds to its
need. In the deepest sense, What separates all these ideas of the
Ikhwan from their modern counterparts is that for the Ikhwan the
hands of God were not cut off from creation after the beginning of
the world.... as is the case with the deists. On the contrary, every
event here "below" is performed from "above" by the Universal
Soul, which is God's agent.

Consequently, the purpose of the study of Nature is to see these
"vestiges of God" ——the vestigia Dei as he medieval Latinists
used to express it —— so that, thanks to the analogy existing
between the Universe and man, the soul through this knowledge of
cosmic realities can come to know itself better and ultimately be
able to escape from the earthly prison into which it has fallen.
"Thy soul, oh Brother, is one of the pure forms. Use your efforts
then to know it. Thou willst succeed probably in saving it from the
ocean of matter to raise it from the abyss of the body and deliver it

from the prison of Nature".
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In discussing the classification and morphology of plants and
animals a comparison may be made between the traditional
concept of gradation and the modern notion of evolution. There is
no doubt that many Muslim authors like Biruni and the Ikhwan
were quite aware of the meaning of fossils and of the fact that
during other periods of the history of the earth flora and fauna of a
different kind existed on the surface of the earth. Moreover, the

idea of the gradation of being or the passage of the One Spirit
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through all the realms of nature has been expressed by many
philosophers and Sufis.

All schools of Islamic thought are based on the fundamental
concept of the hierachy of being but envisage it in different ways.
The peripatetics speak of the levels of the Ptolematic cosmos as
symbols of the levels of being, and the Illuminationists of the
longitudinal angelic order. The Sufis of the school of Ibn Arabi
expound their teachings in the languages of the Divine Presences
and the followers of Mullas Sadra base their teachings upon the
doctrine of transubstantial motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyyah).
The sapiential schools of Islamic thought all believed in the
vertical movement, towards perfection in a Universe in which all
the possibilities of the higher states of being are present here and
now and not in some imagined time in the future. They, therefore,
stand totally opposed to evolution in its modern sense, whatever
may be the appearances. They reject completely the views of those
modernised Muslims who themselves have been affected by the

psychosis of evolution and progress.25

LISk bl e A en s uI U
-

In all sacred Scriptures and traditional sources whether they speak
of creation in six days or of cosmic cycles lasting over vast
expanses of time, there is not one indication that higher life forms
evolved from lower ones. In all sacred books man descends from a
celestial archetype and does not ascend from the ape or some other
creature. Whatever concoctions of scriptural evidence have been
made up to support modern evolutionary theory since the last
century, they are based upon the forgetting of the traditional and
sapiential commentaries and on interpreting the vertical scale of
existence in a temporal and horizontal fashion as was done
philosophically as a background for the rise of nineteenth century

evolutionary theory itself. The remarkable unanimity of sacred
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texts belonging to all kinds of peoples and climes surely says
something about the nature of man. In any case, it is one more
proof against those who would seek to make use of a particular
text from one tradition or a few lines judiciously chosen from a
certain scripture which would lend themselves more easily to
misinterpretation in order to demonstrate religious support for the

validity of the theory of evolution.2”
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24)  S.H. Nasr, An Introduction to Islamic Cosmological Doctrines,
Harvard, 1964, p. 71-74.

25)  Nasr, Islamic Life and Thought, Lahore, 1985, p.136.
26)  Nasr, Knowledge and the Sacred, Lahore 1988, p-109-71,234-42.

27)  Ibid. pp. 236-7.
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interpretation as an empirical fact has other ways of invading our

. 2
conciousenss:.

......... We are not yet in possession of a really effective scientific

method to analyse the contents of non-rational modes of

conciousness®>
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One indirect way of establishing connexions with the reality that

confronts us is reflective observation and control of its symbols as
they reveal themselves to sense-perception, the other way is direct
association with that reality.......

In the interests of securing a complete vision of Reality, therefore,

sense-perception must be supplemented by the perception of what
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For our present purposes, however, we must distingulish traditions

of a purely legal import from those which are of a non-legal

character. With regard to the former, there arises a very important

question as to how far they embody the pre-Islamic usages of

Arabia which were in some cases left intact, and in others

modified by the Prophet. It is difficult to make this discovery, for

our early writers do not always refer to pre-Islamic usages. Nor is

it possible to discover that usages, left intact by express or tacit

approval of the Prophet, were intended to be universal in their

application. Shah Wali Allah has a very illuminating discussion

on the point. I reproduce here the substance of his view. The

prophetic method of teaching, according to Shah Wali Allah, is
that, generally speaking, the law revealed by a prophet takes

— e e —



— ity —
especial notice of the habits, ways, and peculiarties of the people
to whom he is specifically sent. The prophet who aims at
all-embracing principles, however, can neither reveal different
principles for different peoples nor leaves them to work out their
own rules of conduct. His method is to train one particular people,
and to use them as a nucleus for the building up of a universal
Shari'ah. In doing so he accentuates the principles underlying the
social life of all mankind, and applies them to concrete cases in the
light of the specific habits of the people immediately before him.
The Shari'ah values (Ahkam) resulting from this application
(e.g.rules relating to penalties for crimes) are in a sense specific to
that people; and since their observance is not an end in itself they

cannot be strictly enforced in the case of future generations.
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