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INDIA IN VEDIC TIMES. 

INTRODUCTION. 

OF all countries our own is to us the most interesting 
and important. It is desirable that we should have some 
knowledge of its history. Who were its first inhabitants r 
Where did they como from ? What was their condition 
when they entered the country ? 

It would lrequire many volumes to give a complete 
account of the history of India, and the many changes 
through which it has passed. In this little book only a 
brief description can bo given of the country wheh the 
Aryans entered it more than three thousand years ago. 
Thoro wore no historians then ; writing was probably 
unknown; but the hymns of the Rig-Veda, handed. down 
orally from father to son, enable us to form a fairly oam­
plet£1 idea both of the Aryans and those whom they sought 
tc conquer. 

THE ABORIGINES. 

The earliest inhabitants of India are st;.pposed to ha..-e 
been a small dark negro- like race, who were spread. over a 
groot part of south-eastern Asia. The Andaman islan~ 
repro ont them at the present time. Traces of them ~ 
still found in various spots ; but always in the most m~t­
ainou and inaccessible regions. The name negritq, li#le 
negro, bs been given them. 

'rhe Andamanese women are only about 3 ~bitl m 
height; tho men are about 3 inches taller. Their~ ~ 
nearly black. Their heads are of the ~hort ro. ~~ 
nd thoir hair is very closely curled. 
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A.liDAIUA:;ESE. 

The .Andamancse go nearly naked, their cnly clr thing 
being a sc rt of girdle tf loavC's. They do I!t•t cultivate the 
ground, ncr keep any dtmestic anim::ll:s; l ut tlwy l'a\e a 
rude kind o£ hand-made pdtory. They live chiefly c n 
wild pigs, fish, wild fruits, r0ot:>, the lrrvro c f insects and 
honey. Before Ero.r< peans came tu tho islands, they had no 
met.1.ls. Their principal weapon is tho bow and arrc w. 
Their arrow beads are made r f chipped flints. 

llcw do we kntw that India was over pe( plod Ly such a. 
roc!}, as they have lc ng ng0 disappeared ? 

In different parts cf India rough flint arrow-heads lmve­
IJoon found in the soil. These did not come o£ themselves ; 
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Jittlo thicker, and the cast of countenance S(lmowhat re­
semble the negro type. Their languages are distinct frrm 
the Northern and Southern families, and are noted f0r 
~heir numerous inflections. Tho Santali verb has 5 vrices, 
5 moods, 23 tenses, 3 numbers and 4 cases. It is supposed 
by some that the Bhils and other tribes in Rajputaua and 
:\Ialwa were originally Kolarians, who adopted au Aryan 
language in debased dia.locts. 

DRAVIDIA.'\9 FROM THE NORTH--WEST. 

The ancostcrs of tho principal nati< ns uf Sruth India 
appea.r to have entered India from the north-west.. They 
are classed under the genora.l name of Dtavidians. 

The languages of tho worla are divided inh' three great 
classes. Chinese is an example o£ the first. All words 
consi~t of one syllable, and do not undergo any chango to 
express number or gender. The same wcrd :mny be any 
part of speech. Tho moaning of a sentence depends upon 
the arrangement of the W{'l'ds. N9o ta ni moans "I beat 
thee;" but ni ta fi?W mean.s '' Thvu beatest me." \V trds 
may be joined, as in black-bnard, but each ret.1.ins its 
original form. Such languages are ca:led '' isvlating," 
using each word by itself. 

In the second class of languages, of tw<' roc ts which 
:mite to form a word, one remains distinct, and the other 
sinks down to a mere terminati< n. Languages cf this e lass 
are called Aggluti.nathe, because tho terminations are, as 
it were, 9lued on to the root. _They include tl·o largest 
number of languages,. ns Austmb.an, Japanese, the Dravi­
dian languages of India, Turkxsh, &c. 

In the third cl~ • f lan[,''Uages all tho r ots mtty unite 
or have their original distinctness made obscure. They 
are said to bo Ir~tl ~timzal or Amalgamating. The wcrds 
seen: ~~1. 0f one piece, whereas in Agglutinat!ve languages 
th<C JC•xmngs ean be seen. The languages d .Northern India. 
,•nd roo t of the ln;r~g?-agos of Eurc pe belo~g to this c1'lss. 

Wbere tho Drandmns who entered Indm, came frt m is 
nvt knc,wn with certainty. .AI3 the Turkish language 
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belongs to the same ·class, they may have come from 
rrurkestan. In ancient times this was called Scythia by 
tho Greeks and Romans. Hence the Dravidians have 
sometimes been called Scythians. 

It would seem as if the two streams, the Kolarians from 
the north-east and the Dravidians from the north-west, had 
crossed each other in Central India. The Dra.vid:ia.Ds 
proved the strnngor, broke up the Kolarians, and thrOat 
aside their fragments to the east and west. The Dravi­
dians then went forward in a mighty body to the south. 

The cultivated Dravidian languages are found only in 
South India, as 'ramil, Telugu, Canarese, and }.1ala.ya1am; 
but thoro are wild tribes, as the Gonds and KhQil ... , 
speaking them in different parts of India as fa.r as: the 
Rajmahal Hills. 

A comparison between snme common words will .eiow 
that the languages of the Dravidians differ from those of~ 
Aryans in tho north : 

English. Hindi. Bengali. Tamil. Telugu. 
Mau man as mauusha. a! al 
Ear kan karna kadu cbevi 
Mouth mukh mukh vay noru 
l'ootb dant danta pal pallu 
Haud hath h:it kei cheyi 

Civilization of the early Dra.vidians.-The Aryans r~ 
sented the inhabitants of the SQuth of India as monl:eys, 
n.s vil~:~ sinners who ate raw flesh, and disturbed the con­
templations of holy Rishis. 'l'his pictm 'e might ~ 
apply to wild tribes like the Gonds ; but the s:outhem 
Draviiians hn.d acquired at least the elements of civjlj..., 
ucl re the arrival amongst them nf the Brahmans. 

By excluding all Sanskrit derivations from the ~ 
langu..gE', Bishop Caldwell, was able to furm the ~~-­
picture £ the early Dravidians of South India : 

"Tb,·y had 'Kirgs' who dwelt in 'strong houses,' 
OV<'r mall dist.ricts of country. They had 'mi·ost.tAJMIIIII 
recited' songs' at 'festivals.' aud they seem to have h-.l~i!M 
betical 'characters' written with a stylus on palmyra. 
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identical in all the Indo-European idioms, are like the watch­
word of soldiers. We challenge the seeming stranger, and 
wbctl:ai' he answers with the lips of a Greek, German, or an 
lndian, W(l recognise him as one of ourselves.''* 

Dr. John ilfuir gives a list of several hundred words in 
Sanshit, Grook, Latin and English, showing the affinities 
of these languages. Only a few can be quoted : 

Sanskrit. Greek. Latin. English. 
pi tar pater pater father 
matar meter mater mother 
bbratar phratria(clan) frater brother 
do hi tar thugater daughter 
nasa misus nose 
mti.qh miis mus mouse 
divya dios divus divine 
star, tara aster astrum star 
dvi duo duo two 
tray as treis tres three 
saptan he pta sept em seven 
dasan deh decem ten 
sabasra chilioi mille thousand 

Father is derived from a root pa, which means to protect, 
to support. The father, as one who begets, was called in 
Sanskrit ganitar. In like manner mataT is joined to gani­
tar, Latin gou,l!·iw.. The original meaning of dtthitar was 
milk-r. aid. )filking the cattle was one of the employments 
of the daughter. 

The numerals agree as far as a hundred. Thousand had 
n t received expression at that early perlod; hence the 
name, for thousand differ. Sanskrit and Zend share the 
nnmr: for thousand in common (Sanskrit sahasm, Zend ha­
zanra) which shows that the ancestors of the Brahmans and 
Parr,i continued united for a time after the 'N estern Aryans 
had l( ft. The Greeks and Romans each formed independ­
ently tl1.0ir own name for thousand. 

Many lther illustrations might be given of the common 
origm o£ the languages. 

• Ancient Sanskrit Literalure, pp. 13, 1!, 
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Sanskrit was not the original from which all the rest 
were derived, for Greek has, in several instances, a more 
primitive form than Sanshit. Esme.s, we are, cannot bo 
derived from the Sanskrit .gmas, becau~o smas has lost tho 
radical a, which Greek has preserved, tho root being 'l·9, to 
be, the termination mas, we. Nor can Greek be fix:c1lnpon 
as the more primitive language from which the others wero 
derived, for not oven Latin could be ca.Jle,l tho daughter of 
Greek, the language of Rome having preserved some forms 
more primitive than G.reok; for instance sunt instea.d of 
~>nti. Here Greek has lost the radical ns altogether ; while 
tho TJatin has at least, like Sanskrit, preserved the radical s 
in sunt=santi. 

Hence all these dialects point t., some more ancient 
language that died in giving birth to the modern Aryan 
dialeots. That language was once a living language 
sp· •ken in Asia by a. ~mall tribe, may, originally by a small 
family living under one and tho same roof.* 

The exact spot of tho early .U.ryan h •me is not yet known 
with certainty. Some contend that• it was in eastern 
Europe; but more probably it was in Central Asia, north of 
Persia which is called Iran by its inhabitants. It was 
colder than India, fur years wore reckonf:'cl by "winters." 

TaE EuROPEAN OR WESTERN ARYAN "MIGRA'l'ION~. 

As the Aryans increased in numbers their vriginal soo.t 
could not suppprt them all; so, like some of their descend­
ant,., of the present time, they swarmed off, most going to 
the west. 

As far as is yet known, the earliest inhabitants of Europe 
were a small uncivilised race of men, somewhat like the 
Bsquimaux. Europe wal:l then covered with forests, and 
much colder than at present. These aborigines subsisted 
b:r hunting, fishing, and •Jn wild fruits. l 1ieces of bone, 
mth drn.wings on them, have boon found in caves·-rolics 
0£ their existence. 

-----~ 

· Abridged from Ohips from a German 1Vor1;shop, Vol. II. 
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.the clde:;t bt·other, the Hindu was the last to leave the central 
home of the Aryan family.'' 

[t is very uncertain when the Hindu Aryans commenced 
tht)ir migmtion towards India. 'l'he generol opinion is 
that it was abont 2,000 yea,rs he£( ro Christ, ur nea.rly 
4,000 years ago; hut it may hn.Ye been earlier or later. 

The f<Ja:stern .d.ryan8 m:1rched in a body, with their 
families, their servants, and their cattle. They had their 
poets wh , animated them by their songs, and their chiefs 
who led thorn in battle. India was probably Elnterod by tho 
mountain passes near Peshawar, as in the case of lv.ter 
inva,;ions. Rivers were forded at conveniently shallow 
places, or, if deep, they were crossed in boats. 

]r,J Tan STATE OF IxDIA WHEN ENTERED BY THE ARYAN .. 
If , 

~ r , . The greater part d India was t.hon .covEirod with f?!:.est, 
1th scattered v1lla.ges and towns belongmg tn the n.Lor1gmal 

ribe:;. Somo lived in tho forests like tho Jungle trihes at 
~ present, subsisting by hunting and c n wild fruits, with 

J'.l scarcely any clt,thing. Others, inhabiting the open plr ins, 
t' were partially civilised. Thoy cultivated the ground, and had 
J cities bnilt of stone. [n tracts of country bordering on 

the hills wherf>stone was abundant, it i' notimpr<•hable that 
it wa:; used for building purposE's. In tho Rig-Veda Indm 
is said t ' have demolished a hundred cities of stone. 1'his 
suppo::.es their existence. The frE~quent refL>rences to f•'rts 
ab , ·how that the aborigines had places of defence. In 
::;everalof the Y•0dic hymns tho wealth of the Dasyn~, or 
aborigines is mentiom>d : as, " ~ubdue the woalth of tho 
Das:~; may we, through Indra, divide his collected wealth." 
'rhe word Dasyus is supposed to mea.n enemies. So many 
of them were enslaved that tho word dasa was afterwards 
applied to a servant. 

'fhe Aryas, coming from a colder climate, were fairer 
than the aborigines. Thoy had tho pride of race in an 
extravagant degree, and showed great contempt and hatred 
tnwards !·h?so with;~vhom the! ~~me in contact. They C'~lled 
tho abt'rigmes the blackskm, and as their noses wore nvt 
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so la.rgn as thairs, they were described as " goat-n0sed.," or 
" n 1Seless." The Aryans accused the Da1yus of being 
" e7tter of raw tlesh"; they sp1ke a strange language; they 
were do,.,crihe1 as "riteloss," or with mt religion. 

The Aryans, as they advanced, gradually established 
themselves in the forest::;, fields, and villages of the abo­
rigines. 'rho latter contended as bravely as they could 
against their invaders. Their black complexion, barbarous 
habits, rude speech, ancl savage yells during their night 
attncks, m:1.de the Aryas, speak uf them as demons. 

The Aryans were the more powerful. 'rhe Dasyus were 
either driven before them or were reduced to slavery. The 
first great distinction in India was between the white and 
dark races, the conquerors and the crmquered, the freeman 
and tho slave. One of the earliest aboriginal tribes brought 
under subjection was called Sudms, and the name was 
extended to the whole race. 

Tho war ·of invasi<m lasted f,_~r centuries, nor were the 
aborigines, as a. whole, subjugated at any period. 

The Indus is the great river o£ the Vedas; the Ganges is 
only twice men tinned. By degrees the Aryas spread east­
ward till they reached the Samsvati, which was the bound­
ary in Y odic times. 

L rDIA THREE THOUSAYD YEARS AGO. 

The ~;tate of society amongst .the Aryans, as shown by 
he hymns of the Vedas, will now be described. 

VILLAGES AND Towxs. 

'rho invaders gradually settled in the Panjab. Villages 
were placed near watercourses, in positions favourable fur 
p:L.'iturage and agriculture. 'rhe villages in some cases grew 
int ' towns, and these into cities. The houses in general, 
as at present, were built of mud. Some were of so frail a 
con tructi•m that they trembled as the ~fa.ruts passed, that 

~
' is, when the fierce winds blew. In tracts bordering on the 

ill , where stone was abundant, that material was some­
times noed. 
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RAJAS AND HEADMEN • 
• 

The c'ountry occupied by the A.ryas was peopled by 
ous tribes, and divided unto numerous principalities. 
names of kings occur in tho Rig-Veda. Their 
whether friendly or hostile, are mentioned. 
represented as living in the society of his wives like a 
When :Mitra is said to occupy a great palu.ce with a 
sand pillars and a thousand gates, we may suppose 
is but an exaggerated description of a royal 
such as the poet had seen. The kings or chiefs 
acknowledge one superior. Hence sometimes an 
leader fought with an Aryan leader. 

Mention is made of pm·pati, lords of cities, IITII.'Innn·u 

heads of villages. 

)LmRIAGE. 

The marriage of one wife seems to have been the 
In some cases, from the Svayanwara ceremony, the 
could choose her own husband. 'l'his shows that 
marriage did not prevail. 'l'here was also more or 
polygamy. One hymn says "Our hymns touch thee, 
::;trong god as loving wives a loving husband." A Rishi 
said to have married in (ne dn.y ten damsels. Two 
tho Ashvins, t )gother touk one wife. "Thus," says, 
Ra.jendralala ~Iitra, "yon have in the Rig-Veda, 
choict:~, p )lygamy, and p0lyandry." 

The general opinion of the female sex seems to 
been, that pm: in the mouth of Indm: " Indra. 
hath sa.id, 'l'he mind c.f women br<'uks not discipline, 
intolh:,ct hath little weight.." VIII. 33, 17. 

There were no caste restrictions about marriages. 
mans married the daughters of Kshatriyas ; They 
fl)rmed uni· us with the widows of Kshatriyas and V 

Among t.he early Aryans women were not shut 
Zenanas as ::;_mong some Hindus at prc;:;ent who 
l\Iuhamma,:an customs. rror wore thoy forbidden to 
part in religious services, ns will afterwards be shown. 

There are allusions to unfaithfulness on the part of 
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and to c•>mmon women. l\Iitra and Varnna nrc prayed to 
remove t'IJe worshipper's sin, as a woman who boars a child 
seerdly puts it away. Ono of the Rishis prays twice to 
Pushan to protect him in all his goings, and provide him 
with a supply of damsels. 

DRESS. 

R forcnces are made in the Vedas to well-dressed females 
~ ni t) w0ll-mado garments. 1<'rom these passages and 
other relating to jewels, it may be gathered that consider­
able attention was already paid to personal decoration. 'l'ho 
m>terials of the clothing were pr•>ba.bly cotton and woo,. 
T n ~. rm of the garments was much the same as am orr~ 
m 1Prn Hindus. A turban is menti,med. Allu::~ions to tho 
n3e<llo and sowing show that made dresses were n• t 
nni..'"Ilown. 

Two of tho gods are said to wear their hair wound round 
upw· rd':l in the form of a shell. 'I'ho priests of tho family c-£ 
\rais''lhthu, are said to have their hair-knnts on the right o£ 
their he1ods, and to be robed in white. The braeelets, ank­
l'"~tS, and otho" ornaments, sa.id t·> be worn by the ::'.hruts, 
IV lre pr• •b:..hly similar to those worn by men and women in 
V orhc times. 

FooD. 

F remost came the products of the cow. Butter and 
('Ur 1s IV 'ro essential at every meal. Fried grain, mixed 
with milk, was especially reli>;hed. Barley ani:l wheat were 
t' prinroipa. grains. There i:J no allusion to rice in the 
R'g-\r i::, but It is mentioned in the later Atharva Veda. 
The f?raim were gt·.,und into flour and baked into cakes. 
Cake.an1 mea! mixed with curds )r butter are said tu no 
offore • the gods. S<•me plants aro mentioned as flower­
mg and fruit bearing, and others not. 

B lt f h was ron-idered the b"::;t food. The Satapatha 
Br-..bh'llllna say : Etad u h'~ vai paramam annadyam yan 

ims'11 • " Indeed, the best food is flesh." 
One v! th' most remarkable changes in liindu customs 

2 
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likewise slaughtered the 'fatted cal£' when entertaining 
Visvamitra, Janaka, Satananda, Jamadagnya, and other 
sages and friends."* 

ln the Rig-V ada the following prayer is addressed to 
Indra: " Hurl thy thunderbolt against this V ritra, and 
sever his joints as (butchers cut up) a cow; that the rains 
may issue from him." I. 61, 12. 

The late Mr. Kunte, B.A. of Poona, says in his Prize 
Essay on The Vicissitudes of Aryan Civilization in India : 
"Hospitality was the rule of life, and guests were received 
with great ceremony: cows were specially killed for them." 
(p. 196). 

The excuse has been invented that the animals were 
restored to life. This must have happened after they were 
eaten ! No sensible man can accept such an explanation. 

Ancient medical works show that beef was eaten in early 
times. "The Oharaka Sanhita has, in its chapter on Food a 
verse which says, ' the flesh of cows, bu:ffaloos, and 'hogs 
should not be eaten daily; which clearly indicates that 
it was then an article which was reckoned as food; but too 
rich for every day use, like fish, curds, and barley cakes, 

~ which are also prohibited for everyday use. Elsewhere 
the author of that work recommends beef for pregnant 
women as it is calculated to strengthen the foetus. Sus­
ruta, in his section on food, points out the particular 
diseases in course of which beef should be avoided." 

The ancient Aryans highly valued their cows, but they 
did not make gods of them and worship them like the Hin-
dus at the present time. ' 

The sacrifice of oxen and cows, gomedha, will be noticed 
nnder another head. 

Intoxicating liquors are mentioned in the hymns. Nearly 
a whole Mandala of the Rig-V ada is devoted to the praise 
of the Soma juice. Wine, sura, was also in use. " The 
earliest Brahman settlers,'1 says Dr. R. Mitra, u were a 
spirit-drinking race, and indulged largely both in Soma 

eer and strong spirits. To their gods the most acceptable 

• Dr. Raieadr&lala Mitra. Jndo-J.ryans, Vol. I, p, aBO, 
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and grateful offering was Soma beer, and wine or spirit 
was publicly sold in shops f, r the use of the community. 
In the Rig-Veda Sanhita a hymn occurs which shows that 
wine was kept in leather bottles and freoly sold to all 
comers. The sura of the Santmmani and the Vajapaya 
was no other than arrack, manufactured from rico meal. 
In the Ramayana the great sage Visvamitra is sa.id to have 
Leon entertained with maireya and sum by his host V asish­
tha. In the lrnhabharata, the Yado.vas are repre::;ented as 
extren1ely addicted to drinking. 

'l'he evil effects of drunkenness were nfterwards seen, 
and the use of spirituous liquor was prohibited. Manu and 
Ya.Jnavalkya, two of the greatest Hindu lawgivers, held that 
the cnly expiation meet for a Brahman who had polluted 
h·msoli by dr;nking spirit was suicide Ly a draught of spirit 
or water or cow's urine or milk in a boiling stn.to, taken in 
a burning hot metal pot. Devala wont a stop further, and 
pre·scribetl a draught of molten silv<:>r, c •pper, or lend as tho 
'Uost appr0priatc. One of the five CL mmands of Buddh;.sm 
is no· to t:1ste intoxicating li'iuors. BuJrlhism must have 
C'Ontribut ''-' much to check the spread o£ drunkonness in 
I.1di·, a<> it ,ltd in pnttmg down the C'Onst~mption of flesh 
mer.t; but it was never equ 1 to the task o£ suppressiLg it. 

GRADES OP SOCIETY. 

The two great divis-ono; of the people in Vedic. times 
were the Aryans and the n'Lor1gme-s, afterwards called 
t'ndr·ts. The chief occupations of the Aryans were fight­
illg and cultivat\ng the soi:. Those who fought gradually 
aquired intiuenc~ and r£.::tk, and their ~eaaers appenr a:. 
R~ ja-;. Thos~ who diC:. not share in tho fighting wt:.re call­
ed Vis, Vaisyns, nr honseholC:.ers. 

Fighting and l'ultiYation were sometimes united. ~1r. 
Kunte says: ."The pn:triarch and his sons and perhaps 
grand~:;on, qmetly cultivated the1r land, but when nee E'S· 

s 'ry, they mounted their horse~, nn:l, sword in hand, march­
e-d £<gain<;~ their E>nemies." Mr. R. C. Dutt s:-~ys: ''The 

"' Abridged frc.::.. tho lr·•o-A.r~nns, Vol. 1. pp, 369-399. 
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Rishis did not form a separate and exclusive caste, and did 
not pass their lives away from the world in penance and 
contemplation. On the contrary, the Rishis were practical 
men of the world, who owned large herds of cattle, culti­
vated fields, fought against the aboriginal enemies in time 
oi war, and prayed to their gods for wealth and cattle, for 
victory in wars, and for blessings on their wives and 
children." 

Mr. Dutt has translated the Rig-Veda. into Bengali, and 
is therefore very competent to form an opinion. He de­
clares that in the ten thousand verses of the Rig-Veda 
there is only one verse of recent date containing any 
allusion to caste. The word Varna, which in later Sans­
krit indicates caste, is used in the Rig-Veda to distinguish 
the Aryans and non-Aryans, and nowhere indicates separ­
ate sections in the Aryan community. The very word 
Kshatriya, which in later Sanskrit means the military 
caste, is used in the Veda simply as an adjective which 
means strong, and is applied to the gods I And the very 
word Brahmana, which in later Sanskrit means also the 
priestly caste, is used in a hundred places in the Rig-Veda 
to imply the composers of hymns and nothing else. 

One of the Vedic Rishis says of himself : " I am a com­
poser of hymns, my father a physician, my mother grinds 
corn." Later Hindus tried to make out how Visvamitra 
was first a Kshatriya and then became a Brahman. Visva­
mitra was neither a Kshatriya nor a Brahman I He was a 
Vedic Rishi, a warrior and priest long before the Brahmans 
and Kshatriyas, as such, were known.* ,, 

To the above testimony of Mr. Dutt may be added that 
of Max Miiller who has deyoted half a century to the 
study of the Vedas, and who first printed the text of the 
Rig-Veda with the Commentary of Sayana: 

"There is no authority whatever in the hymns of the Veda 
for the complicated system of castes. There is no law to pro­
hibii the different classes of the people from living together, 
from ea.l.iog and drinking together; no la.w to prohibit the 

• Aacimt India, pp. 95·99 abridged. 
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marriage of peopl£1 belonging to diffrr£1nt castes; no Inw to b!'Snd 
the off,;pring of such marriages with au indelible stigma. Thero 
is no lilw to sanctiOn the bl~~.t<phemous pretensiors of a prir~thood 
to divire honour>;, or thu dPgrndatio'l of any human being to a 
5tate below the animal.'' Ohips, Vol. II. 

The ancien~ Aryans wore lnrgoly a pa'ltoral penplo. This 
may be inferred from the very fn,quont m<:>ntwn of cows, 
tho recovery of c 'WS, the plunder of eows, t~o increase o£ 
c 1WS, and gifts nf c•>WS. Ouo nf the prayers in tho Vedas 
13, " Inrl.rn., of buundles>~ wealth, Pnrich us with tll usands 
cf C>xcellont C•>WS a'ld hor<s,·s." A'l already mentioned, n. 
da.ughtur among them i'l the e>arliel:lt time'! was C'llled 
d'1/.ita1·, milkmaid. (}up<• and G.~pal, keepdrs 0£ cattle 
amour- them, cr me to moan a pro tor tor in general, no 
doubt from the owners or keE'pers of cow::; having great 
impor•ance in the C'~mmunity. 

" (i.>tr'l, cow-house, waR appliPd to the fences erected to pro­
tect the herd from violencn or pre ... ent the cattle from strny;ng. 
The Brn11man bofl.sting of hi> sacred blood an-i diviTte generation 
speaks of the pn.rticular qolra to wh1ch ho belor.g.~. little drcam­
ir g tha•, He word is itsdf n testimony tbat the fathers of his 
rnco W..Jre h€rJamen '' 

Tho \..~yans wore also agricultural. The Vl'ry name 
Arya, ly vohich t'u~y called t~wnselves, is s id to como 
fr· >m a r >< ~ which mo,ms to pl. ug-1-j. 
OL~ •>f t'1e hymr.s is addro:::>f.lcl t , n. suppnseJ god c f 

awie.lltU!' '· The follc wing is 00(> <'f tlw Vf.l~ses: 
•' An@ririous l!'urrow, come thou near : we venerate and 

worsl ip Thee, 
'l'hat thou may bless nnd proi!per nll, and bring us 

fruits abundantly." IV. 57, 6. 

T'wru n.ru reforc>n •as to wells, fr· m whirh water wns 
rai od by p t.s , ttach~d tn wheo1 rs at pn., nt. Field~ 
were als' irrifatd 1 Ly cr nn.ls. I [ r e:~ were U'5od in c ulti­
Yuti< D, wlrc'1 !,) c mmun in l•}m>pe, but not in India in 
t'luckru ti n~s. 
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Dr. WliSon, in his India Th,.,.ee Thousand Years Ago, gives 
the folloWing sketch of the Social Life of the A:ryas : 

'' fllqkuewtbe processes of spinning and weaving, on which 
they were doubtl818 principally dependent for their olothing. 
Thy were not strangers to the use of iron and to the crafts of 
the blaobmitli, coppersmith, carpenter and other artisans. They 
altld. hatob4ta in felling the trees of their foreeta. and they bad 
plaaee for polishing the wood of tbeir chariots. They constrnct­
ecl rima of iron to surround the wheels of tb,U. oarta. They 
fabrioat.ed coats of mail, olubs, bon, arrows, javelina. swords or 
oleaftl'll, and disoa to carry on their warfare, to "hiob they were 
10111etimes called by the sound of the conch shell. They made 

pitchers, and long and short ladles, for use, in their domes· 
tio eoonomy and the worship of the gods. They employed 
pNfesaional ba-rbers to 011t off their hair. They knew how to 
tUI'n the precious metals aud atones to aocount ; for they' had 
ibeir golden ear-rings, golden bowls, and jewel necklaoes. They 
had chariots of war from which they fought, &lld ordinary con• 
nyanoea drawn by horses and bullocks ; they had rider-bearing 
e&eeda and grooms to attend them. They deli~hted to speak of 
ibeir • well-trained horses,' their 'maat.ei,I of horses and chariqts,' 
and their 'waggons' and 'famous cars." Their princes and 

•· ._.. ...... p,,.,~ and even gods sometimes had namtlll and titli!B del'Q'CMI 
their oonne:rlon with the equine race. They bad .ifle 

elephant in a state of subjection; but it is not oertaip tlul.t they 
aeecl it lor warlike purposes . 

.. They had eunuchs in their community. The daughters of 
YiGe were seen ip their towns, and that, it would appear, with 
bd aamall acoompaniment of shame; venders of spirits were 
allo tolerated, by them. They had altlo • balJa of justice;' and 
~their worab.ip was altogether of a domestioaharaoter, they 
had also 'haUa Of sacrifice' and • halls of oblation.' Idol shrines 
are at,ationed in connexio11. with them. They ~u· 

rafts and ships ; they engaged in tra.tBo 
somewhat nmote from their nrial 

Oil!~lonllll mention is JQade in .their hymns ..a. 
"''!!I!IP.,J..,. probably rea4bed by following 

among tb~ covetous of ·~~filli 
ocean 10 veBHels on a , 

- ~,, • .., .. ~- oout'ry is alluded to a.IJFIJ(i~~ 



20 INDIA IN VEDIC TUIES. 

we refer, possessed the art of literal writing. The Vedas are in 
poetry, evidently intended for recitation; and it bears the na.uo 
of 8rrtfi, or what is merely heard." pp. 29-34 (Abridged). 

One of the besotting faults of the Hindus is their prone· 
ness to run into debt. 'rhe early Aryas seem to have 
::s1hlWn the same weakness. 

The caste prohibition against crossing the cc hlook 
water," is nnt, found in the Vedas, but was a later inven· 
tion <. f the Brahmans to keep the Hindus better under 
their control. 

AMUSEMEXTS. • 
Gambling was very common among the early Indians, 

and numer•Jus illustrations are derived from the practice. 
In one 0£ the hymns a gambler apparently describes his 
own experience: 

l. The tumbling, air-born (products) of the great Vibhidaka 
tree (i.e., the dice) delight me as they continue to roll on tho 
dice board. The exciting dice seem to me like a draught of 
tho soma-plant growing on mount Mujavat. 

7. Hooking-, piercing, deceitful, vexatious, delighting t{) 
torment, the dice dispense transient gifts, and again ruin the 
winner; they appear to the gambler covered with honey. 

13. Never play with dice ~ practise husbandry ; rejoice in 
thy property, esteeming it sufficient. X. 34. 

'' At a sacrifice/' says, ,jir. Kunte, cc the Kshatriya. 
psne.cially ph yed at clice with his wife ( r wives and sons." 

l>n.ncors OI'· actlrS afforded entertmnment to the Aryans. 
Gshns is "laid to display herself like a. dancer who do('ks 
herself with ornaments. Allusinn is made to tho living 
going forth to danco and laugh after a funeral. Drums 
are mc>Ittioned, and a hymn in the Atharvo. Veda is address· 
od to th~t musical instrument. 

ThC'y wore fond o£ chariot races. In one of tho hymns 
the pL'et prays that his chariot may win : 

0 Ind~·a, help our chariot on, yea; thunderer, though it lag 
behmd: 

Give this my car the foremost place. VIII. 69. 4. 
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CIDllE. 

Thieves or robbers are mentioned in some passages as 
infesting the highways or stealing secretly. The following 
occurs in a hymn to Pushan : " Drive away from our path 
the waylayer, the thief, the robber." Another hymn 
says: ":Men cry after him in battle as after a thief steal­
ing clothes." Cattle were often stolen. "The aborigines 
found it easy to revenge themselves on the invading 
A-ryas by driving away their cows. But the Aryas were 
also prepared against the annoyance. As soon as the herd 
of cows disappeared, hue and cry was raised, and sharp 
men who traced the track of a thief by observing foot­
prints, set to work. The thief was detected." With 
shouts of thanks to Indra, the herd was recovered and 
driven home. 

WARs. 

In the Rig-Veda wars are-frequently mentioned. Cows 
and horses were often the cause. Indra, is thus addressed : 
" 0 mighty Indra, we call upon thee as we go fighting for 
cows and horses." Max Muller saysf "Fighting among 
or for the cows (Goshuyv.dh) is used in the Veda. as a name 
for a warrior in general (I. 112, 122), and one of the most 
frequent words for battle is gavasti, literally ' striving for 
cows.'" 

There are many allusions to wars with the aborigines 
whom the Aryas had ousted from their lands. They bung 
round the Aryan settlements, waylaid and robbed them at 
every opportunity, stole their cattle, and often attacked 
them in large numbers. Kutsa, with the help of Indra, is 
said to have slain " 50,000 black-complexioned enemies." 

Helmets, breastplates, shields and other defensive armour 
were used. Sharp-edged swords, spears, bows and arrows 
are mentioned. One of the hymns is addressed to weapons 
of war. Some of the references to the arrow are as 
follows: 

" Wi~h bow let us win kine, with bow the battle, with bow be 
victors in our hot encounters. 
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Loosed from the bowstring fly away, thou 
by our prayer. 

Go to the foemen, strike them home, 
)eft alive." VI. 75, 2, 16. 

War chariots are mentioned. It would s 
horses of the Aryas were regarded 
aborigines. They were so highly prized 
under the name of Dadhikra, they 
worship. The war horse is thus described 

"And, fain to come forth first amid 
and that with rows of cars he rushes, 

Gay like a bridesman, making him a 
dust, champing the rein that holds 

And at his thunder, as at that of 
tremble and are affrighted, 

For when he fights against embattled 
in his striving; none may stay him.'' 

Mr. Kunte thus describes the mode of 
" Different bands of the A ryas marched 

each having a banner of his own, singing of 
ancestors, and of the aid which lndra or Brih 
and blowing conches. The leader drove in a. 
ed with cow-hides : some used t.he bow and 
darts. The army was divided into 
Often did the leader of bands at.tack a. to 
inhabitant to the sword, occupied it. 
content with large booty. 'rhus sim 
leaders, independently of each other, 
Dasas and Da.~:~y.ns who were often able to 
upon the invaders.'' • 

RELIGION. 

Many people in India look upon their 
lived long ago as very old and very wise, 
with them wo are but children. The 
We are like the old people ; the 
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Ha.nda1aa or books, containing 1,028 hymns and 10,622 
The Yajnr· Veda is the second. The name comes 

from fiJi, BaCrifioe. It contains the verses taken from the 
Rig· Veda used in ~~aerifice, with some directions in prose. 
The Bama-Veda, the third, is all in poetry. It contains 
veraea from the Rig· Veda which were chanted by the 
prieda when sacrifices were offered. '!"he Atharva.-Veda is 
of later origin than the others. Ma.nu speaks of only 
three Vedas. It contains about 760 hymns, of which only 
about one-sixth is found in the Rig-Veda. A great pa.rt 
of it consists of charms supposed to restore life, to cure 
sickness, to preserve from snake bite, a.nd even to cover 
a bald hea.d with hair. There are so many charms for 
the destruction of enemies tha.t it is sometimes called the 
" Cursing V ada." 

'WIIo W1'0te the Vedas ?-The common idea of the origin 
of the V eda.s ha.s been mentioned. The Hindu sacred 
books give several different accounts ; some of which may 
be mentioned. 

1. The Rig-Veda says that they sprang from the sacri­
fice of Paruaha. 

2. The Atharva Veda says that they were cut or 
aaraped off from Skamba. (the supporting Principle), being 

hair and 1ds mouth. 
Another hyxnn of the At~a Veda says that the 
~ &din Indra, ami h& 8pl'Q.Dg from them. 
An Upauiabad says tba~tlr& Vedas were produced 

ARm, .Yaxu and Surya. 
5. 'the· &tlie.patha. Bralui:la'na says that they are the 

nn,_.binJ~ Great Being. 
'fai~iya Brahmana •YB in one place that the 

eaa~re of Prajapati'i: beard, and in another 
, ....... __., is the motller'Of the Vedas. 
H.bllifa1rata. ~ says that the Vedas issued 

motl111l<!M Brahma. 
~P.l~ Bays that ile Vedas were produced 

-~- ~iiO'II'JIIIoM 

says that Sirasvati 
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10. The \'i,lmu Purana c;:.y tl.at theYc~rsnreYI:shnu. 
Several ••ther ace ·1l't~ of the._ i;. origin m 'ght Lt• gi' en. 

Tho opiDI"DS of tho Hi:;!... w~1v Wf\•te tl•t' hJ mns will 
next bo eonsiderod. '1'•10 nar1es of th~~ antho s L·i c..ach 
bym.1 aro pn :crvcd. Often tbo nam0::> f tJ.cir fr thN& arc 
given r s wdl as their own. I!i. lat r timt'S it was pro £ nd­
ed th< t thoy only wroto down what thoy hoard; Lnt of this 
thoro i>; n t the slightes'" proof. 

The Ri. his claim to h:wo written tho hymns themselves, 
ju.,t as a carpenter mr kes r car, &c. 

A Rishi says: "To him ~Indra) I s0nd fc rth n. hymn, ns 
..1 carpenter a cr r." An• tl.or says, " _\n accl'ptalJlo and 
hon rific ''ymn has been uttereJ. to Indra. l y V rihaduktha, 
ma.ker of hymns.'' 

Inskad of the hymns being et:rnal, many of t:lle.m are 
sp ken of as MW, while other., ar' of ancie.l't d.."ttt'. The 
R »his thought that the gt•ds would be Letter plcasod wit:h 
ne,v !.lymns than old one". 

'Phc f llowirg aru oxaiTplos: " Glvrined by O'lr newest 
hyl"l~>S do thiJu bring us wealth, an•l £, 0d with prCJt!eny." 
"\Ve inv .. ke w .th an anC'if'nt hymn B'1<1ga." " IIo, ,Indrr) 
grew t'lrou5h t 1w anc~ent anJ modc.ru hymns c £ land.ng 
His hi-;." 

The hymns themselves bh .. w thr t they were writ-ten 
when tho ~\.ryans WN'e making their my into I udir.., :1Pd 
had frp,pent wn. wi.h tho abong.n(' . ~" a'r~·ady :>tr terl, 
tlw Inr:11s is the {l'l.'at river of the \~ ech ~ ; the Gr ng('& ,s 
only twlC~o manti• n('d, 

Specimen ;a:ymn.-The fir..;t hymn of the Hig-Veda. IS 

gJ.Veu l-J('low in au Engli;h trnm:ati. n. 
1. I ',1,1d Awn. th'l great hiJh priest, god, minLter of ~orifice 

'l.he ~ernld, I• vishest of we· 'th. ' 
2. Worthy i~ Agni to be pr• sed by living ns by ancient sccrR : 

He sl all '>riug h the l'W rd the god . 
3. Thrcugh Agni man obt iucth we :th, yea, plenty, wnxmg day 

by day, 
:Most ri• h in h:)rocs, glori'ln~. 

4. A~r.i, tl. • tlawlc s sncrific", wl.ich tl.on o>ncomrn.s. •st aoout. 
Verily g >cth to the go·},. 

~. :If y Arsni. !lJ .er t-1• inrlPcl priC' t. trntbfu', mos~ g'·JriJu~l~ m-eat 
'I he god. come:. I. iLler with the ~·Jd . "' ' 
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6. Whatever bll'ssing, Agni, thou wilt gra,,t unto thy worshipper, 
Ttl.~t Angiras (Agtti) is thy tr<IO g1ft. 

7. 'l'o th•<l, d1~pc ikr of tha night, 0 Agni, day by day with prayer, 
llr:ug•ng Lh~e n•H·rence, we eonw; 

8 1! 1Lr of~:~: crifice.,., gnard of Law l'ternal, radiant one, 
It...,rc::~sing in thint> own abode. 

n. Be to us easy of approach, even as a father to his son; 
.Agni, be with us for our weal. 

THE GOD8 OF TilE VEDAS. 

\n,<'n stworal pe ple describe things that a.re true, their 
ac ., uL'~ gerwmlly agree. If wha.t they are :myiug is only 
c :J."..::vt>i. in th,ir own minds, they will he sure to differ. 
Th· f! is · £ the \r odas existed only in tho imagiuati• •n of the 
p ;:ts w .. o wrot::.- tho hymns: henco their accounts <•ften 
!' r >'ree 

Number. -The gods are generally spoken of as be>ing 
·• tl:.:-:co-d •VE;>n" in numl·er. " Ye g• ds, who are eleven 
.r. t! •. :.y, wh·· art> eleven 1 n earth, ar<d wlw in your glury 
'!'o t 1 •v~.:n dwellt r<; in tht.' (atmf•sphE·rieJ wwtors, ri•· ytJ wel-

u., t~~ our o:ifcriug." ".Agni, Lring hither ace• riling t" 
~y !lt, and gladden the throe nn.l thirty guds with their 
'~ .-

., . 
Ir. tho Ri;.r-Y cda iii. 9, P, the goes !lre mentic,ned. as being 

r.:'. •. m ro !1J.merous : "1'1Jroo hnn. ~reC., throe thousand, 
• • ..rty r..r.d nino g0f,s have w< r;,bipped. Agni." 

Origin and Immortality.-In the Vedas the gods aro 
P' · 11 . £ a'> immortal, l.ut they are n. t rC'gardoC: in general 

~-P. i, t··J, t lJeings; in fuct, their parentage, in IDlSt 

( , ~" mu::til·nod. 
\r £:ry d.iffer~nt accounts aro given '.£ the orig[n of the 

f! . In m:'l.ny p~ ssages the gl d~ are descril1d as bt>ing 
f_.J • I ring l t HcLVOll and i'~arth. e sb:.>:~, the Dr.wn, is 
chr.n.d• ri:;c-d rs the IDllthor of tho gods; I:rahm[ na.:;pati i:; 

• ('~r £[ •her; Srma 1s S'l id t • be the p-Clneratc r , t 
T.,. • •n, J·: rth, _\.gni, Surya, In lm., ;·ntl Vil>huu. ~<me' f 

') •.! 1::> ::..!."o puken of as 1 eing Lt11• ·rs ~.l>U vth<;rs ros Le.u~ 
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b f •ho fiold to ho ploughed or tho t , h m. 
Th ryan wnnted a g d m who o hand aro th thnnd(•r 
and rg~tning, at who 0 comm.md tho rcfr bing h· \"('f 

• ull Lll to roudor tho 0..1.rth fruitful. Such w: lndm, 
h name moons rain-givl'.r. 
\yr1tm, tho demon of drought, is snppo od to confiu tho 

wa cr m tl10 dark hon.vy clouds. Ho will n t lot them 
d cend until Indm trikes lnm With hi thunderbolt. 
Th Marnt , storm-goo , holp Indro in tho battle, th ky 
and earth tromblo at tho noise. Yritm at la t falls ud 
di - hJ drought i over, and roius b gin. 

l ndm's 1ud as a warrior in lmttlo was nl o prtzcd. 
D1fferent ace mnt are given of tho par nt g r•f lndm. 

In one hymn Bkasbtaka i said to be hi mother ; in nnothcr 
be i id to hn.vo sprung from tho mouth of Pnrn ha; 
whilo a thrrd makes him to hnve been goucroted by ' rna. 
Ac ording to tho )iaha.bha.ratn, Indra is ono of tho sons d 

Ka yap. 
I ndrn i exalted above Dya.us. "Tho dtvino Dy u 

bowed before Indra." 
" ..i th birth of thy splendour, Dyans trembled." 
In-lrn driv a g ldon chariot drawn 1Jy tw yellow 

bt r E: ; tho thunderbolt is h w p n, tho roinb w is · 
L w; tho .. Iarut , C•r s rm- ;ind, nr hi c;omp nion . 
Lik •bor Hmdu g de, ho is provided w1th WJVC 1 tho chi 

wh m i c: Uod lndrnni. 
In the Y'edas, Jndrn i charoct · by his f ndn £, r 

wnr. nd the intoxicating Lomn juice. 
I .. ven a nn infant, Indm is Id t have shown hi 

spirit. " As oon as h w h rn, h£ lay r of ritm 
grn ped hi arrow, and asked hi m hor, \ ~o nrc th y 
t:ha are renowned , fior o warrior "" "lli lr ve f tl. 

u:na Juice wa shown as c·,rly." "_On t.h d y tha h 
vh b rn, thou clid t, from l ve f 1 , drtnk the m 
gro m juice <f tho ma punt.' lie d n-
b rc he dronk from hi m Jtbcr' 1 r 

; 1ibrnted by th m. , 1 n r. 
rrho M R T ' or t.,,nn-wind • 

" p~inion... "'[hoy driv p ttc 
3 
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and carry spears in their h::mds ; no one knows wbenco 
they come nor whither they go; their voice is heard aloud 
as they come rushing on ; the oorth trembles and tho moun­
tains shako before them." 

·while the Aryans were engaged in fierce contests with 
the aborigines, Indra held the highest rank. \\'hen the 
latter had been reduced to subjection, Indra gave place to 
other deities. In tho Puranas, Indra. is no longor tho 
soma-drinking warlike god nf the Vedas, l1ut the gorgeous 
king of a voluptuous court, whore dance and music occupy 
most of his time. Indra is said to have attained his pr0ud 
position by his austere penances; and is in constant fear 
lest any mortals on earth attain the same rank by the same 
means.* 

~Iany instances are recorded of his adultery. Acc(.'rding 
to the ).fahabharata, he seduced Almlya, the wife of Gau­
tama., his spiritual teacher. By the curse of the sage, 
Indra's bony was impressed by a thousand marks, so that 
he was called Sa-yoni ; but these marks were afterwards 
chan~ed to eyes, and he is hence called 'the thousand­
eyed. 

AGNI. 

Agni is the god of fire, the Latin ignis, fire. He is one 
of the chief deities cf tl1e Rig-Veda, as far more hymns 
are addressed to him than to any other divinity except 
Indra. 

Fire is very necessary for human existence. It enables 
food to be cooked; it gives the power of carrying on wcrk 
at nio-ht; in cold climates it preserves people from being 
froze~ to death. In early times, when lucifer matches were 
unknown, fire was looked upon with s0mewhat liko religious 
awe. The production of fire by tho friction of wood or its 
sudden descent from the sky in the form of lightning, 
seemed as marvellous as the birt.h of a child. In tho hymns 

I Dutt's Ancient Indi", Vol, iii. pp. 278, 



AGNT, 31 

f\f tbe \ edas fire is praised and worshipped as the best and 
kinde.t d the gods, the only god who had come down from 
h··aven to live on earth, the friend of man, the messenger 
d the gods, the mediator between gods and men, the im­
m rtal am~-ng mortals. He, it is said, protects settlements 
• f the Aryans, and frightens away the "black-skinned 
enemie ." 

Various accounts are given of the origin of .Agni. He ii 
s.:>id t J bo a son (,f heaven and earth ; he is called the eldest 
s• m uf Brahma, and is then named Abhimani ; he iii 
reckoned amongst t.he children of Kasyapa and .Aditi, and 
hP.nce one of tho Adityas. In the later writings he is de­
scribed as a son of Angiras, king of the Pitris. Ho is occa­
sionally identified with other gods and goddesses, as Indra, 
Vishnu, Vnruna, Rudra, Sarasvati, &c. "All gods," it is 
said, "are ccmprehended in him." 

Agni was worshipped in the fire kindled in the morning. 
The whc le family gathered around it, regarding it with 
love and awe, as at unce a friend and a priest. It was a 
visible g•>d conveying the oblation of mortals to all gods. 
His nobleness was extr-lled, as, though a god, he deigned to 
sit m tho very dwellings of men. .At sunset, .Agni is tho 
only divinity loft on earth to protect. mortals till the follc·w­
ing dawn ; his beams then shine abroad and dispel the 
dem•ns of darkness. 

Agni's proper offering is ghee. When this is sprinkled 
intr, the fiamo, it mounts h~~her and glows more fiercely; 
the god has devoured the g1ft, and thus testifies his satis­
faction and pleasure. Several of his epithets describe his 
fondness for butter. He is butter-fed, lmtter-formed, 
but er-haired, butter-backed, &c. 'l'he poor man who can­
n-:,t offer ghoe, brings a few pieces of wood to feed the fire. 

As, destroyer of the Raksbas, Agni assumes a different 
character. H'e is represented in a form as hideous as the 
Leings he is invoked to devour. He sharpens his two iron 
tusks, puts his enemies into his mr.uth, and swallows them, 
He heats the edges of his shafts and sends them into the 

earts o£ the Rakshas. 
The tirst hymn of the Rig-Veda is addressed to Agni. 
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legends, his twin sons, the Asvins, who ride in a golden car 
before Ushas, were born of a nymph called Asvini, from 
her having concealed herself in the form of a mare. As 
the brightness of Surya was too great for his wife Sanjna, 
her father Visvakarma cut part of him away. The frag­
ments fell blazing to the earth, and from them Visvakarma 
f•>rmed the discus of Vishnu, the trident of Siva, and 
the weapons of the other gods! Surya is represented in a 
chariot drawn by seven horses. When he unharnesses his 
horses, the night spreads out her garment over everybody. 

:MITRA was another name for the sun. He is most fre­
quently invoked in conjunction with Varuna. Vishnu was 
(lriginally a solar being. This is indicated by his three 
strides, his position in the morning, at noon, and in tho 
evening. But in the latter books his physical character soon 
vanishes. Pusltan was the sun as viewed by shepherds. 
He <'arries an ox-goad, and is dra-wn by goats. As it is 
said in the "Mahabhara.t that Rudra rendered him toothless 
by a kick, a kind of conjee is offered to him. 

1!ax Muller thus shows how the sun was gradually 
developed into a supreme being: 

" The first step leads us from the mere light of the sun 
to that light which in the morning wakes man from sleep, and 
seems to give new life, not only to man, but to the whole of 
nature. He who wakes us in the morning, who recalls the 
whole of nature to new life, is soon called' the giver of daily life.' 

''Secondly, by another and bolder step, the giver of daily 
light and life, becomes the giver of light and life in general. 
Be who brings light and life to-day, is the same who brought 
life and light in the first of dayll'. As light is the beginning of 
the day, so light was the beginning of creation, and the sun, 
from being a mere light bringer or life giver, becomes a creator, 
then soon also a ruler of the world. 

"Thirdly, as driving- away the dreaded darkness of the night 
and likewise as fertilizing the eart.h, the sun is conceived as a 
defeniler and kind prot.ector of all living thing-s. 

" ~'ourthly, as the sun ~ees everything and knows everything 
be is asked to forget and forgive what he alone knows."• ' 

------------ --
• Ht~~·ert Lectures, pp. 26:;, 2G6, 
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The worship of Surya. has continued to the present timo. 
It is to him that tho Gayatri is addressed at his rising by 
every devout Brahman. This short verse is supposed tu 
exert magical powers. It is as follows : 

Tat Savitur vnrenynm bhnrgo demsya dhlmohi I 
dhiyo yo nah prachodayat. 

It is differently translated. Tho following is one of the 
latest renderings : 

"May we attain that excellent glory of Sa. vi tar the god: 
So may he stimulate our prayers."* 

It is simply an invocation to the sun to render religious 
performances successful. Tho Skand.a Puraua. thus extols 
its powers: 

"Nothing in the Vedas is superior to the Gn.Jatri. No 
invocation is equal to the Ga.yatri, as no city is equal to Kasi. 
The Ga.ya.tri is the mothet· of the Vedas and of Brahmans. By 
repeating it a. man is saved. What is there indeed that cannot 
be effected by the Gayatri ? For the Gaya.tri is Vishnu, Brahma. 
and Siva, and the three Vedas.'' 

Hindus, at present, differ in their habits in two remark­
able respects from their forefathers in V odic times. One 
has already been noticed. The ancient Aryans delighted 
in eating beef, which is an utter abomination to their de­
scendants. The other change is with regard to the use of 
intoxicants. Nearly a whole book of the Rig-Veda, con· 
taining 114 hymns, is devoted to the praise of Soma, and 
there are constant references to it in a large proporti0n of 
the other hymns. The ancient Aryans rejoiced in drinking; 
respectable Hindus now wisely abstain from what inebriates. 

Not only were the people themselves fond of drinking 
the Soma juice, but the gods were represented as eager t\J 
partake of the beverage. 

The soma is a creeping plant, with small white fragrant 
flowers. It yields a milky juice, which, when fermented 

*Rig-Veda, Book III. 62, 10, 
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is int 1xicating. The hymns addressed to Soma were 
intended t"> be sung while tho juice of tho plant was being 
pr0s:md out and purified. 

The juice of tho plu.nt is S3.id to be an immortal draught 
whit:h the gods love. Soma, tho god in the juice, is said 
tr, cl >the tho naked and heal the sick; through him the 
blind see, and tho lame walk. Many divine attributes are 
ascribed to him. He is addressed as a god in the highest 
strains of veneration. All powers belong to him ; all 
blessings are bcs·)Ught of him as his to bestow. He is 
said to be divino, immortal, and also to confer immortality 
on gods and men. 

In later times Sflma was a name given to the moon. 
\\'hen the Vishnu Purana was written, intoxicants were 
strictly forbidden; hence Soma, as the god of the Soma 
juice, was no longer known and praised. According to 
that Parana, Soma was the son of Atri, the son of Brahma. 

The ancient Greeks had also a god o£ wine, called 
Bacchus. 

GODDESSES. 

Several godde-ses are mentioned in tho Vedas ; but with 
tho exception o£ Prithivi, tho earth, Aditi, and Ushas, the 
dawn, little importance is attached to them. Sarasvati 
is co1ebrated. both as a river and a deity. The wives o£ Agni, 
Ya!'una, &c. are mentioned, but no distinct duties are 
~ if{ned to them. One hymn is assigned to Indrani, the 
wife o£ lndro., supposed to be a charm to get rid o£ a rival 
wil~ ' 

0.BJECT3 CONiliDERED DIVINE. 

The Yupa, the post to which animals were tied in sacri­
fice, is addressed as divine. The prayer is offered, "Vanas­
pa.ti (£ re.>t lord), grant us riches." A hymn is addressed 
tn weapons of war. Tho lndle, a. kind of largo spoon, 
rec~ivcs great honour. "'rhe ladle," it is said, " establishE.'d 
tho sky." Tho sacrificial kusa. grass, provided as seats 
for tho gods, is said to support heaven and earth. A 
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hymn to the frogs concludes thus: "The frogs who 
us cows in hundreds lengthen our lives in this 
fertilizing season." 

THE GODS NOT MENTIONED IN THE VEDAS. 

~hny of the principal gods now worshipped by the 
Hindus, are either wholly unmentioned in the Veda, or are 
noticed in an inferior and different capacity. Tho names of 
Siva, of iiiahadeva, of Durga, of Kali, of Ra.ma, of Krishna, 
never occur. There is a. Rudra., who in after times 
supposed to be the same as Siva, but in the Yeda 
is described as tho father of the winds, and is a fnrm 
either .Agni or Indra. 

Now gods were invented from time to time. ·when 
a man looked upon as holy died, a temple was set up in 
his honour. If he was supposed to make some 
cures, especially among women and valuable cattle, 
fame sprC'ad through the country. ·when any local god 
acquired high repute, tho Brahmans made him an incarna-
tion of Vishnu or Siva. One of the richest · 
South India, Tirupati, near :Jladras, was set up in 
of a man named Balaji. 

OFFERIXGS .. AYD SACRIFICES. 

The early .Aryans attached the greatest importance 
sacrifice. It wm; regarded as the means of 0btaining po 
o\·er all visib,le and invisible beings, animate and inanim 
objects. He who knew its proper application and 
it duly performed was lo0kod upon as tho real 
of the wurld. 'l'he creation of tho world itself was 
regarded as the fruit of a sacrifice performed by the S 
reme Being. 

Kinds of Offerings and Sacrifices.-The products of 
cow were offered,-milk, curds, ancl butter. Orain 
offtJred in U.i:fferont forms-fried, boiled, or as flour­
(pmda). Sacrifices included goats, slteep, cows, lmffa!1 
hvrse:s, men-the last two being considerod of tho 
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value. Somayajna was the most frequent kind of offering. 
Incense was burnt, but tufts of wool and horse dung were 
also used. 

Times of Oifering, &c.-The central part of a house 
was dedicated to the gods. When a new house was enter· 
ed upon, the fire was kindled for the first time by rubbing 
together pieces of wood, after which it was not allowed to 
go out. Morning and evening devout Aryas assembled 
around the sacred fire. The master of the house, as 
agnihotri, made offerings to it of wood and ghee, hymns 
were chanted, the children joining in the chorus and the 
words 8LYtha and vausat were reiterated till the roof 
resounded. 

The new and full moons were seasons of sacrifice. The 
house was decorated; grass was tied over the door and 
about its sides. 

Every four months, at the beginning of spring, the rainy 
seaMn, and autumn, sacrifices were offered. 

Tho first ripe fruits were offered generally twice a year. 
A he-goat was sacrificed once a year at the beginning of 

tho rainy season in the house of the sacrificer. 
In addition, offerings and sacrifices were made on many 

other occasions, some of which will be mentioned hereafter. 
Sacrifici&l.Implements.-Among these were the follow­

ing: Yupa, apt st to which the animal to be sacrificed was 
tied; pr•ts of vari0us kinds for holding water, for boiling milk 
and flesh; a wooden tub in which to keep the filtered 
soma juice; a knife to cut up the body of the slain animal ; 
an axe to divido the bones ; a spit to roast parts of the 
flesh; several kinds of wooden spoons ; a cup fnr drinking 
and offering soma, &c. The sphya was a piece of wood, 
shaped like a wooden sword, with which lines were drawn 
r• ,und the sacrificial ground. One of the priests had to 
hold it up high so long as the chief ceremonies lasted, to 
keep off rakshas, evil spirits. 

S~crifl.cers and Priests.-In early times any one might 
pres1d~ at a. Ba.crifice. The Brahman was at first simply 
an assts~~nt. King .Janaka asserted his right of perform­
ing sacnfices without the intervention of priests. 

- ,' 

j 
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ANIMAL SACRIFICES. 

Tlw nnimn.ls chiefly sacrificed were goats, sheep, cows, 
bull .1eb, bLlfhloes, deer, and occasionally horses. Large­
numbers were sometimes sacrificed. Three hundred buffaloes 
arc mentioned as having been offered to Indra. 

}.[odorn Hindus, who now worship the cow, can scarcely 
believe that their Aryan forefathers sacrificed her and ate 
her flesh. But the Vedas frequently refer to ceremonies, 
called gnmedha, in which the cow was sacrificed. Minute 
directions are given as to the character of the animal to be 
chosen. The Ta.ittiriya Brahmana of the Yajur Veda gives 
the following rules : 

'' A. thick-legged cow to Indra; a barren cow to Vishnu and 
Varuna; a black cow to Pus han ; a cow that has brought forth 
only once to Vayu; a cow having two colors to Mitra and 
Varona; a red cow to Rudra; a white barren cow to Surya, &c.'' 

One great sacrifice, called the Panchasamdiya sava, was 
celebrated every fi. ve years. At this seventeen young cows 
were immolated. "\Vhoever wishes to be great," says 
the Taittiriya Brahmana, "let him worship through the 
Panchasaradiya. Thereby, verily, he will be great'' 

Oxen were sacrificed as well as cows. The Taittiriya. 
Bra.hmana prescribes: ".A. dwarf ox to Vishnu; a droop­
ing horned Lull to Indra ; a piebald ox to Savitri; a white 
ox to ~fitra, &c. 

Ignorant Hindus now allege that the animals were not 
really killed, but that after the form o£ sacrifi'cing had been 
perlrJrmed, they were allowed to go free. This statement 
is a pure £a1Jrication. "Nothing," says Dr. Clark, " is 
more conclusive than the evidence on this point that the 
animal sacrificed was really killed and subsequently eaten." 

Ashvamedha..-This rite was probably borrowed £rom 
the Scythians in Central Asia, who often sacrificed horses. 
The same importance was not attached to it in Vedic times 
as it acr1uirod in after ages. 

In the Ramayana (Balakandam) the horse sacrifice is 
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employed by the childless Dasaratlm as the means of obtain­
ing sons. The queen Kausalyn killed the horse with three 
stt·okes, and l:ty embracing its deac1 bony all night, after 
which she bore Rama. Any intelligent Hindu can judge 
of the mrrit of such an act. 

A later idea was tlmt the .A.shvamodha was celebrated 
lJy a monarch desirous of univer:;al dominion. Anothor 
fiction was that a hundred celebrations deposed Indm from 
the throne of Swarga, and elevated the sacrificer to his place. 

PURUSHAMEDHA, HUMA..~ SACRIFICES. 

Human sacrifices, though now regarded with horror, 
were practised in ancient times by nearly all nations. 'l'he 
Aryan Hindus, the Greeks, R0mans, Germans and Britons, 
once lived together, speaking the same langunge, and 
following the same customs. \\r e know that human sacri­
fices were offered by the 'y estern Aryans at an early 
period. In Englanil, large numbers of human beings wore 
hurnt alive in images made of wicker-work. At Athens, 
n, ma.n and a wuman were annually sa<'rificed to expiate 
the sins of the nation. 'rho Germans sometimes immolated 
hundreds at a time. It is therefore very probable that 
the pra.c>tice pre>ailed also among the F.a:;tern Aryans. 

The subject has been <'arefully inve:;tigated by Dr. 
Ra.:enrlralula Mitra, the mo:;t distinguished Indian sc>holar 
of modern times, in a paper originally published in the 
Jmtmal of the A.<iatic Society of Bengal. Some maintain 
that human sa.prifice::; are not authorised in the Vedas, but 
were introduced in later times. Dr. R. )[itm says: "As 
n. Hindu wnting on tho aetions of my furo£athers-romote 
ns they are-it would have been a source of great sati::;fac­
tion to me if I could adopt this conclusion as true; but 
I regret I cannot do so consistently with my allegiance to 
the cause of history." 

His paper on the subject occupies 8·t pages in his Indo­
Aryans, gi>ing numerou::; quotations both in Sanskrit and 
English. The following- is only a brief summary. 

'fha gentlest of bcit'gs, the simple-minded women of 
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Bengal, were for a long time in the habit of consigning 
their first-born babes to the sacred river Ganges at :::>agar 
lsland, anrl this was preceded by a religious ceremony, 
though tt was not authorised by any of the ancient rituals. 
If tho spirit d the Hindu religion has tolerated, counten­
anced or promoted such acts, it would not be by any means 
nnreas mable or inconsistent, to suppC'se that it should 
have, iu primitive times, recognised the slaughter of human 
beings as calculated to appease, gratify, and secure the 
grace of the gods." 

Tho earliest reference to human sacrifice occurs in the 
first bot k of the Rig-Veda. It contains seven hymns sup­
posed to have been recited by one Sunahsepha when he 
was bound to a stake preparatory to being immolated. The 
stt ry is given in the A..itareya Brahmana. of the Rig-Veda. 

ilar);jchandra had made a vow to sacrifice his first-born to 
Yaruna if that deity would bless him with children. A 
child was born, named Rohita, and Varuna claimed it; but 
the fa~her evaded fulfilling his promise under various pre­
texts until Rohita, grown up to man's estate, ran away 
frt m home, when Varuna. afflicted the father with dropsy. 
At last R•>hita purchased one Sunahsepha from his father 
A~igarta for a hundred cows. When Sunahsepha had been 
prepared, they found nobody to bind him to the sacrificial 
post. Then Ajigarta said, " Give me another hundred, and 
I shall Lind him." They gave him another hundred cows, 
and he bound him. ·when Sunhasepha had been prepared 
and bound, when the Apri hymns had been sung, and he 
had been led round the fire, they found noborly to kill him. 
N e.x:t Ajigarta said, " Give me another hundred, and I 
shall kill him." They gave him another hundred cows, 
and he came whetting the knife. Sunahsepha then 
recited the hymns praising Agni, Indra, Mitra, Varuna, 
and other gods. He says;-

,, 13. Bound to three pillars captured Sunahsepha thus to 
the Aditya made his supplication. 

Him may the sovran Varuna deliver, wise, ne'er 
deceived, loosen the bonds that bind him.'' I. ~4. 
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Varuna, pleased with the l1ymns of Sunahsepha, set 
him free. Disgusted with his father, he forsook him, and 
became the adopted son of Visvamitra, his maternal unrlo. 

This story shows that human sacrifices were really offer­
ed. If Harischandra had simply to tio his son to a pest and 
after ropunting a few mantras over him, let him off per­
fectly sot1ud, he could easily have done so. «The running 
away of the son from his father would also be unmeaning; 
the purchase of a substitute stupid; the payment of a foe 
of a hundred head of cattle to undertake the butcher's 
work quite supererogatory; and tho sharpening of tho 
knife by Ajigarta a vain preliminary." Dr. R. Mitra adds: 
"Seeing that, until tho beginning of this century, the 
practice of offering the first-born to the river Ganges was 
common, and the story simply says that Snnahsopha. was 
offeroJ to the water-god Varuna as a substitute for the 
first-born Rohita, he can perceive nothing in it inconsistent 
or unworthy belief." 

Max l\fiiller says tl1at the story u shows t1mt, at that 
en,rly time, the Brahmans wore familiar with tho idea of 
human sacrifices, and that men who were supposed to 
belong to the caste of the Brahmans were ready to sell 
their sons for that purpose." 

The Kalika Purana says : u By a human sacrifice attend­
ed by the forms laid down, Devi remains gratifiC~d for a 
thousand years, and by a sacrifice of three men one hund­
red thonsanO. years." A human sacrifice is described as 
atibali (highest sacrifice.) 

"The offefing of one's own blood to the goddess is a 
medireval and modern rite. It is made by W•'men, nnd 
there is scarcely a respectable house in all Bengal, the 
mistress o£ which has not at one time or other, shed her 
blood under the notion of satii;fying the goddess by the 
(lperation. Whenever her hu~1and or a son is daJJgeronsly 
ill, a vow is made that, on the recovery of the patient, the 
(l"oddess would be regaled with human blood." 
~ . 
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REACTION AGAINST SACRlFICES, 

There have been many changes in the religious beliefs 
s11d practices of the Hindus. They have changed their 
gods again and again as has been already shown; Dya.us, 
Varuna, .Agni Indrs, now being superseded by Vishnu, 
Siva, Rsma, and Krishna. 

The chief leader in the movement against sacrifices and 
the use of soma beer, was Ga.utama Buddha, the son of an 
Indian Rajah, who lived about 2,400 years ago. Ris firilt 
command was, "Thou shalt not take any life." This 
referred to life of any kind. His priests were forbidden 
even to plnck up any vegetable, which was supposed to 
have life like animals, and into which a person might pass 
in another birth. 

Another command of Buddha was, u Thou shalt not 
taste any intoxicating drink." The evils of drunkenness 
began to be felt, and though the Rig-Veda has 114 hymns 
in praise of the soma beer, its use was given up by the 
great body of the Hindus, though some tribes have 
retained their drinking habits. 

Some of the leading doctrines of Buddha were adopted 
by the Brahmans, and the slaying of animals, even in 
sacrifice, became revolting to them. 

The Vaishnava worship has had a considerable influence 
in putting a stop to animal sacrifices. It has been 
mentioned that within the last five or six centuries it 
has replaced the sacrifice of goats and buffaloes, even to 
Chandika, by pumpkins and sugarcane. 

Goats and buffaloes are still offered to 'Kali, but the 
image of a man, after the ceremony of pranprati1hta, is 
substituted for a human being. 

REVIEW. 

A short account has been given of the earliest inhabit­
ants of India. It has been described how Hindus and 

. Europeans, the Eastern and Western Aryans, once lived. 
together and worshipped the same God under the same 
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name, Dyaus Pitar, Hen.ven Father. ·while some AryiiJll 
travelled westward and peopled Europe, others wen\ 
towards the rising sun, and conquered Northern India. 
Their battles with the Dasyus, their mode of life, their 
gods, and their sacrifices, have been described. 

Although the Vedas are regarded as the most sacred 
books of the Hindus, people now do not act up to them. 
'rhe Rishis, who wrote tho Vedas, killed cows and ate their 
flesh, which is now regarded with horror by the Hindus. 

In some respects, Hindus now living may copy tho 8%• 
ample of their forefathers. In Vedic times, women were 
more honoured and had greater liberty than at present. 
Infant marriages were unknown. Caste, in its presen\ 
form, did not exist. 

But the religion of the V odas cannot be adopted. We 
cannot believe in thrice-eleven deities with their wives. 
·w o cannot worship Indra, Agni, the Sun-god, &c. There 
is only one true God, the Creator of heaven and earth. 
Indra and A..gni never had any existence. 

\V e cannot make the offerings of the Vedas. \V e cannot 
invite lndra. to drink the soma juice like a "thirsty stag." 
\Ve cannot sacrifice buffaloes, bullocks, cows and sheep; 
we cannot perform the horse-saerifice. 

~"either the waters of the Gu.nges nor the blood of bulla 
or goats can wash away sin. The one true God has 
provided a. Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who became 
incarnate and died on the cross for our salvation. Pardon 
of sin is freely offtlred to all who seek it in Ilis 
trusting in Him as their Saviour, and trying to follow 
example of spotless holiness. Space does not permit 
way of salvation to be described in detail. The reader 
referred to Short Papers for Seekers after Truth,* 
above all, to the New Testament. 

"_Sold by Mr. A. T. Scott, Tract Depot, Madras, 1 An. Post·free,lt 

B. P. C, K, PREJ:>S, V.EPEE.Y, MADRAS-1897. 
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