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THL site of Banbhore• is situated on the northern bank of the Gharo 

Creek, about 40 miles east of Karachi on the highway to Hyderabad. 

Excavation work started here in March, I 958. Since then, it ha been 

resumed yearly for about four month in each winter and is likely to continue 

for a number of years before a complete picture of the ancient settlement 

may be revealed. 

The site conceals the remains of a settlement of con iderable size. It 

is di\ ided into t\\ o parts: a well-fortified citadel area measuring over 2000 

feet from east to ''est and 1200 feet from north to outh, and an outer un

\\ alled city e\tending over a large area on the north and east round an 

ancient lake. This latter part includes an indu trial area and an ancient 

uraveyard on its outskirts. 

Lying on the mouth of an old channel of the mighty lndu , the site is 

ideally situated to have been an inland port of some importance. Some 

archaeological scholars and historian have ugge ted its identification with 

DEBAL. the famous port which fell to the young Arab General Muhammad

hin-Qasim in 712 A.C. The incident which led to this fir t conquest of 

hlam in the sub-continent i. this: 

•Though the site is more familiarly known as Bhambore, the Department prefers 

to retain it com."Ct Sindhi name as introduced by Shah Abdul Latif, 
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\ re,, Arab ships earr)ing ~1uslim ladies and also some pre cnts from 

ti L "-.1ng M Cc) Ion to the Caliph \\Crc robbed \\hilc anchored at Debal. 

Similar 1ncit'enh occurred bcrore. and Arab shipping in the coastal area \\as 

\Cry much disturbed b) the local pirates. Failing to get any reJress for 

such outr?ges from the ruling king Dahir. HajjaJ-bin-Yusuf. the Governor 

or the l:aste1 n provinces or the ma;.. yad Caliphate. sent two small punitive 

e\I editions \\hich were not successful. The third one under Muhammad 

hin-Qasim entered Dalm's J.\.1ngdom artcr crossing the I lab river, and gave a 

hattc1111g him\ to l11S power at Dcbal in 712 A.C. Within three year · the 

\\hole cnuntr;.. of ind \\a\ conquered and Muslim rule was firm!) established 

here. , 'e\\ Arab c1t1e~ like Nin111. A/or. \'c/11ra11. tfansura. Afal1fu=a etc .. 
grC\\ up. all of,,h1ch have been idcntiilcd C\ccpt Debal. 

J he primary purpose of the present investigations at this site has been 

to determine the origin or the settlement as well as to reveal something of the 

lilt: and cultu1e of the earl;. Muslim settlers who amvcd in Sind in the begin

ning of the 8th cent Ur) A.C. The results achieved during the last five seasons 

d igging here rrom 1958 to 1962 arc significant and interesting. 

' f he e\C:\\ations h<l\C revealed the pfan or a \\Cll-f'ortified harbour-town 

of cons1dcrablc site \\ ith some details of an. architecture and a wealth or 

material objct:h of early-Islamic period. The large pottery collection in 

particular has enabled the excavators to study and classify for the first time 

the carly-hlamic potter;.. of the sub-continent which 1s expected to serve 

a a dependable basis ror further investigations in this field. Deep digging 

at half a do1cn points have provided an almost complctc cross-section of the 

mound from tor to bottom. revealing the remains of three distinct periods 

the 'c)tho-Parth1an. Hindu-Buddhist and carl;.-lslamic datable from the 
t Ce11tttr) B . to I .3th ccntur) A C 

General view o( the Citadel Defences 



Deep Diggings 

Origin of the ettlement 

The site of Banbhore \\as knO\\n to the archaeolog1~t. for a long time and 

\\a \i ited b} a fe\\ of them \\ho collected surface find· from it. Attempt 

had been made first in 1930 b1 the late ~1r G \faJumdar and again 

in 1951 by Mr. Leslie !cock to determine the ong1n of the ettlement. ~fr. 

'.\1ajumdar. who dug a few trial trenches in di!Terent parts of the nc. \\as of 

the opinion that the . ettlement was ·ub tanciall1 of one period and that 

there \\a. no e\idence of an;. pre-,\lu lim occupation there. , 1r. Alco k. 

''ho \\a an officer in the Department of rchaeolog;. in Paki tan, undertook 

preliminan exca\ation on the mound 111 1951. Hi ime tigation hO\\ d 

that the tO\\ n \\ htch llouri hed at thi pot in ancient time ''a of Arab origin 

and that there \\a nothmg to identif) It \\ith Ot:bal. The amiquittc \\hi h 

he recovered from thee ca\ation \\ere of I lamic: haracter. and n cultural 



material of Hindu-Buddhu origin was observed e\'en 111 the lowest levels to 

uggest that there had e\er been an; settlement at this place before 

the advent or the Mu-lims. Earlier still. Henr) Cousens had \isited the 

ite and collected 'Orne coins. pieces of glazed pottery and other objects from 

the surface. but he too did not find any trace of Hindu-Budd hi t culture there . 

In the face of such formidable evidence aga111't the identincdtion. 

a rc-~xaminat1011 or the site was undertaken b; the present excavator 

onl) on the conviction that the previous investigation~ were incomplete 

and limited 111 nature and that a thorough and sy~tcmatic investigation 

1 nece~ sar} before gi1 ing any final \'Crd1ct on 1t. Fortunately. the re ults 

have been extreme!~ re\\'arding. 

I LAMIC PERIOD 

In the present excavations. C\tcnsivc remains of the 1uslim period 

ha1c been unearthed 1n different parts or the site in the upper level. or occu

pation , \\hich ap1•car to have lasted from the 8th to 13th centu1ies A.C. 

I hough there is no cultural break during this long period. four distinct 

I ha cs rnrrc,ponding rough!) with the four build111g penods of the cit) 

Diggings outside the Mosque 





defence· arc clearly traceable. On the basis of ceramic tudie and datable 

evidence. they may reasonably be a signed to the following periods: 

i. The Umayyad period (661A.C. 750 A.C.). during which the tone

built fortification wall was originally built. It is associated with 

decorated White Paste Pottery and Sasanian-type heavy blue-green 

gla7ed ware. 

11. The Abbasid period (750 A.C. 1258 A.C.) as ociated with a major 

repair of the fortifications and continuing only upto 10th century 

A.C. A variety of splashed, mottled, slip-painted and in cribed 

lead glazed wares were introduced during this period. 

111. The Sultanate period (998 A.C. 1524 A.C.), in which the fortifi

cation wall was rebuilt on a slight!) reduced scale. It is distinguish

ed by the introduction of Sgraffiato glazed ware and imported 

Chinese porcelain and celadons. 

iv. The last pha. e is represented by the scanty remains of the top-mo t 

settlement of 13th century A.C.. confined only to the eastern half of 

the mound by a weak and shoddy defence wall. The large harbour 

town appears to have declined and been reduced to a small military 

outpo t by that time. 

Fortification Wall 

Of thL hlamiC period building remains the 1110 t impressive is the 

fortification wall \\ hich girdle round the citadel mound. lt exi ting height 

J 9 feet. Excavations on its outer face have revealed four building period 

and rerair intervals. 

The original fortification wall was built with large and heavy blocks of 

-..emi-dresscd and undressed lime stone set in mud mortar and strengthened 

by large semi-circular bastions at regular intervals. It wa upported by a 
solid stone revetment at the ha e. Thi early wall. characterized by ma . ive 

solidity and strength, undoubtedly ugge t a period of con olidation and 

pro perity. 

The defence wall underwent a major repair in the early-Abbasid period, 

but there \\as no change in its . hape and size. The tones used in the solid 

filling of the core were, however. replaced by mud-brick . Sub equently, at 

13 



The Southern Gate 

the end f about 10th centur) .C .. the fortification \\ere n:built on th.: ,,1111e 

plan. but on a lightly reduced scale. at the bad: or the original \\all. It i 

less-ma~. i\e and le~. - olid in character. and h<h t\\O fa1..e' lined '' ith malk1 

tone block. set in mud mortar. The core \\a filled up ''ith mud h1kk 01 

more often '' ith hard and compact gritt) 'Oil onl). Al place', l ha lat 1 

period \\all ''a pierced through b) narrO\\ lane , and re idential hou e 

were al o built again'>t it. \\hich must h<ne reduced it defcn i'e 1..·haracter. 

The last period \\all \\ hich encir le the ca. tern half of the mound only, 

hth t\\O stone-lined thin face , the core being filled up'' ith gre) or andy ii. 

It ha' \Cr) hallo\\ foundation. and i characterized b) \\Cak and IH 11) 

character. It appear to have been r.ti ed ha til:,. in a pcri d of di turban e 

after the d1.:clinc of the cit) in the 13th ccntur) A .. to i.:nl.! thi.: puq o 

of a mall militar) outpo t onl). B) that tim~ the ri\er h, cl air ad 
hiftt•d it cour e. 

14 



City Gate 

So far. three gateway of the citadel ha\'e been uncovered. The Eastern 

atC\\<I) OYcrlooking the lower city and connecting the citadel with 

the ancient lake on it s north-eastern corner by a flight of badly preserved 

bro.id steps. appears to ha\C been used mainly for the supply of drinking 

water to the city reservoir which lies just be ide it. lts broad steps indicate 

the probable use of pack animals for water carrying purposes. 

The other two gateways \\llh flights of finely dre sed large stone blocks 

arc well-preserved and impressive. The 1orth-ea. tern Corner Gateway 

connects a palatial house of semi-circular shape with the lake, probably for 

the ~xclusivc use of the rnmates of that house. lls breadth is 10 feet. In 

later times this entrance was blocked b} stone and earth filling. The front of 

this gateway was paved with large, thin stone slab., at the fool of which 

lies the stone embankment. pierced by a well-pre erved . taircase with 

17 treads of dressed lime stone blocks descending down to the lake-bed. 

They show much wear and tear. 

The Southern Gateway overlooking the Creek is an imposing tructure. 

It i~ flanked by two solidl y built semi-circular bastion , and at its back lie. 

an entrance hall ofe\tra-ordinanl} solid and mas ive character. IL entrance 

The Nor1h-eos1ern Gale 



i\ 8 feet wide and its broad steps of wcll-dn.:ssed stones arc cxccptionall:. 

\\ell-preserved . The) lead down to the anchorage on the bank of the reek 

which once carried the \\atcrs of the Indus. This \\CH-guarded entrance 

appears to haYc been the main gate of the port. It is connected \\ith the 

l:entre of the city by a wide street flanked by warchou cs. 

Anchorage 

'I he structure which nO\\ lies half-submerged 111 water on the bank or 

the reek in front of the outhcrn Gate. has solid and deep stone founda-

11ons and a broad terrace-like water front. In this terrace \\Cre set a fe\\ long 

-.tone blocks \\ith grt)\cd and rounded heads which look like bollards. These 

might ha\c been used for berthing cargo-ladden mer boats or small sea 

l:ral'ts . The structure is therefore presumed to ha\e been an anchorage. 

Unfortunate!). it has been \Cry badly damaged by the tidal Creek which 

makes it difiicult to C\<llninc its character more close!). 

Lake and embankment 

t the foot of' the citadel mound on the north-eastern corner lies an 

ancient lake or considerable si1c. \\ hich has silted up graduall:. during these 

long centuries. It used to collect drinking water from the rain \\atcr chan

nels . L\Ca\atiom ha\C rc\ealcd a solid!) built stone embankment along ih 
banks. and abo at the foot of the earl) fortification \\all , built for the purpose 

of strengthening and protecting them from the depredations of water and 

tloods. '\.fore than 450 feet or this embankment has been cleared 0 far . 

lake and Citadel 
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The embankment appears to have erved also as the perimeter wall or the 

outer city. There are traces of repair and rebuildings, as indicated by the 

ust.: or larger rough stone blocks in the IO\\ er courses and mailer em i

d re. sed stone blocks in the upper courses of this structure. There are also 

some traces or offseh and landing stages at places which, at the water front, 

could have scned as bathing 'ghats'. 

Outer Cit~ 

The unwalled outer city which centered round the lake extended far 

he)OIH.l. Traces or ancient remains have been observed more than a mile 

away from it on the northern and eastern sides. Though it \\as not po ible 

to trace the limits of the settlement by excavations, the deep trench dug 

during the course of laying the Greater Karachi Water Supply Pipe Line 

was incidentally helpful. 

Excavations in the eastern outer city at the foot of the citadel mound 

were limited to the areas or a long barrier-like wall and a re\\ large 

circular \\ells lined \\ ith solidly-constructed stone m<hOIH~ . These wells 

prc-,umably occupy the :-.i1es of ancient sweet water spring . on \\hich the 

-,ettlement must have depended for drinking \rntcr \\hen the lake \\ater occa-

-,ionall) failed. , fe\\ such springs \\ ith traces of ancient structures have 

been di ... co,ered on the out-.kirt. or the settlement. The~ arc 111 use c\·en 

now. The ancient graYcs lie scattered on the top and base or the ea tern low 

mounds in thi ector. 
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Industrial Area 

Limited excavations in the northern part of the outer city just out ide 

the citadel defence~ have revealed interesting structural remains and signifi

cant evidences. They strongly indicate that the settlement had an industrial 

area quite ideally located here on the bank of the lake under the shadO\\ 

of the fortification wall, and yet free from its restrictions . The remains 

include a partially uncovered establishment with a large hall and a 

pacious corner room, arranged ystematically with rows of hcavy-

textured large earthenware troughs with pointed base fixed on the floor. and 

a row of small rooms in the front. It appears to have been connected with 

ome sort of industry. In one of the front rooms with intensely burnt and 

blackened lime-plastered floor and walls, there arc traces to indicate that 

something liquid used to be prepared here in pots with intense heat. Three 

such pots with effects of fire are still now preserved in three corners of the 

room. The plan of this large factory has been partially cleared. 

Similar rows of earthenware troughs have been uncovered just outside 

the fortification wall, and large concentrations of them have been observed 

at a number of places in this outer area. which suggest that it was a popular 

indu try here. Incidentally. Debal was known to have flourishing d)eing 

factories. Were these r.::rnains connected with such an industr. ? We 

do not know yet. 

Another partially uncovered large building at the foot of the north 

ea tern corner bastion has revealed traces of kilns. crucible fragments. ashc 

and charcoal pieces. kiln slag. iron lag. iron bearing heavy black tone 

pieces, and a variety of iron objects. It appears to have been a black-smith ' 

work hop. A mall mound further north of it with a concentration of a he . 

charcoal, kiln . lag and glass piece. appear to indicate the ite of an ancient 

glas factory. 

THE GRAND MOSQUE 

The mo t important and significant building di covered in idc 

the fortified citadel is the Grand Mo que, which lies at the centre of 

the ancient . ettlement. Two of the dated in. criptions found in. ide thi . truc

ture make it the earlie. t known mo que of the fndo-Paki tan uh-continent. 

18 
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It was built on a more or !es· square plan mea uring 120 feet by 122 feet, 

\\ith a comparatively well-preserved outer wall of olid stone ma onry, 3 to 4 

feet wide. Finel1 dressed lime stone block were u ed in the construction of 

the walls. A brick-laid open courtyard in the centre mea ures 75 feet by 

58 feet. 

The mosque had covered-cloister and corridors on three sides with 

roofs supported on double row of wooden pillars. Excavated remain 

indicate that the. e cloisters were divided into small rooms with the 
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average measurement of J 1 feet by 9 feet each. On the fourth side. that is 

we tern side, the1e is a spacious prayer chamber, the roof being supported on 

33 pillars arranged in three rows. The stone bases or these pillars both in 

the prayer chambt:r and in the cloisters and corridor::. arc in good condition. 

They were found covered with decayed and charred remains of \\OOd \\hich, 

together with the clay imprcs ions of carved wood observed in the area, 

strongly support tht: view that these pillars were actually of carved \\ oodcn 

columns. 

Some of the stone bases show interc ting carved ornamentation. A 

number or such carved stone blocks were found rc-u ed in different 

parts of the mosque \\alls as well as in other structures. They seem to have 

come from some important pre-\1u. lim building. 

lnterc. ting features inside the mosque include a thick lime-plastered 

ablution platform near the north-eastern corner. It appears to have been 

used in the last period as a store room for earthenware oil lamps, a heap of 

\\hich arc still now lying on the floor. A solidly con tructed large stone 

drain near this platform \\as apparently meant for ablution purpo cs a \\Cll 

as for draining out the rain \\ater from the open court)ard. A numher of 

fragmentary ablution pots have been recovered from this drain. 

The mosque had two main entrances on the eastern and northern side 

and one minor entrance on the we tern side. connected with a small descend

ing lair-ca e outside. The eastern entrance appears to have been the princi

pal one. but unfortunate!), it 1s 111 a bad state of presenation. It is 5! 
feet \\ ide and was pro\ ided with an entrance porch and a flight of thre 

step:. ear this entrance. in ide the mosque, were found piece of a large 

in cript1on 111 ornamental Kufic cript. 

A re-used carved stone piece 



A re-used carved stone base in the Mosque 

The northern entrance 1s comparative!) better-preserved. It was origin

ally seven feet wide and wa also provided with a flight or . teps. On the 

inner side or this gate, there are clear traces or a wooden door-frame and 

threshold with iron nails fixed in po ition on pieces of decayed wood. A 

large number of finely carved and in cribed stone slabs were found lying 

on both sides of the entrance. They definitely once embelli hed the front 

''all. 

'\o \f<!hrah 1s traceable in the western wall which was found in broken 

and damaged condition. The ground plan of the mosque without this 

feature strongly resembles those of the Jami Masjid of Kufa and Wasit dated 

670 A.C. and 702 A.C. respectively. Like tho e in tances. this feature was 

probabl~ not yet introduced in thi mosque architecture also. Borrowed 

from By1antine architecture. this innovation i · knO\\n to have been intro

duced for the first time in the rebuilding of the Prophet's Mosque at Medina 

in 707 - 709 A.C. during the Caliphate of Wal id I. 

Deep diggings in the streets along the boundary wall of the mo que 

revealed four clear periods of building of the mosque, corresponding with the 

four succe. sive floor levels in . ide and street levels outside. The earliest 

21 



structure, an e\traordinarily olid and \\ell-built one. 1 a 1gnabk to 

the th centur:;. .C. on the ha is or tratigraphical c\ idcnce I he la t 

period is datable to 13th centur_ A. 

K FIC I. CRIP'l 10. S 

Of the discO\l!ries made in-.ide the mosque area. the mo t imp utc1nt 

and significant arc the Kufic inscriptions car\'cd on dressed ~tone lab . 13 of 

''hich have so far been recovered. l\\O or them arc dated 109 A.II. (727 

A.C.) and 29.+ A.II. (907 A .) respectively. It i significant to po111t out 

that the date of the conque t of Dcbal is not \Cr) far from the date of the 

construction or the mosque as indicated b;, the fir t in c1 iption. l nfor

tunately. the dated portion or the inscription is in a bad talc of pri.:scr at ion 

and the reading is not absolutely certain. I he sccond insniption 111 three 
slabs in floriatcd Kullc is a masterpiece of calligraph). Its datc or 29.+ 

A.H. probabl) doc not 1nd1catc the last rebuilding ol'thc mosque. :omc 

of these inscriptions mention the names of the rcigning aliphs and their 

local governors. and there arc other informations or great hi toiical 

significance too . The) arc still und.r tudy. 1 he tc t of the l\\O IL rgcr in -

criptions is gi\en helO\\ \\ith translation : 

(i) 
~= ... JI u ...... )I ..::iil~-l (i) 

->~.:>ii (vi) .y.l 0:::~_, .... ll.J:"IJ_,.., J. .... qiii) 01 (:)LiJr.r-•)l .i..•..r·l.: (ii) 
('i) -.i..: J :_-i ·.i..~- ..:iii .i.. .• .;'1 u":,._; ... 11 ( ) .;, .• ! Jro (. )~-J·• l;! ~ ..s 

Tran. lation 

In the name or Allah. the Bcne\'Olcnt. the krciful. \\hat Amir 

Hanra11 ( ?) ilm-M11'1a111111acl \!all'la A111ir11/ ,\/u111i11i11. ma) llah make him 

glorious. ordered about it' (erection) through the ag1.:nc) of Ali ibn- \furn('!) 

Mall'la Amirul Mu111i11i11, ma) Allah make him 1llu triou . in th )car 

109 .H. i.e. 727 28 A.C. ( ?J 

(ii) 

·1 (ii) •..1.:-"J .i...l.!-J J. .. ..:. 01_, (• ""J) .U.I 'ii o1.'1'i ~.:>)10 ...... )I .:>ii ... -• (i) 

;;'_jl ( IJIJ ·-~'I) :l'I .! ,;")1~_4JI .! -4 ;; .. I..'.:" -1 ( .. ) L.. _rA• 

c~~J') .. ; ..;;1 >.fa i, 

(..s.\_i-) )'-":-" .y. J. .. ~ _..... l ~._ ... I '1·.:. .::·..._~ .. ll;J-1.!;_,.. ul 
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Kufic inscription (i) 

Translation 

In the name of Allah, the mo t Graciou , the most Merciful. There is 

no God but Allah alone and verily Muhammad is Hi· Messenger and Ser

vant. He only inhabits Mosques of Allah who believes in Allah, offer pray

ers and pclys Zak at and fears none but Allah; so it may be that they are the 

followers of right path. This is what Amir Muhammad ib11-Abdu( ?) ha 

ordered about its erection in (Dl1U'I Qadah?) in the year 294 A.H. i.e., 

906 A.C. 

Public Buildings 

On the north side of the Grand Mosque. an impo ing building of very 

large site is thought to be either the attached Maktab (College) or an im

portant administrative building. It ha an impressive gateway and entrance 

hall facing the northern gate of the Mo que and a number of long and broad 

inner corridors \\ith rows of rooms formally arranged on both ides of them. 

It also has deep stone foundations and thick mud-brick super structures, 

coated with greyish mud pla ter. A imilarly large mud bri.:k hou e of 'E' 

shape on the eastern ide of the Mo que might have been the attached Sarai. 

Very few household object were found in the e buildings. 

The Northern House 



Baked-brick House 

A remarkable tructure in the north-eastern corner of the citadel 

1 · the tone built palatial building of semi-circular shape which was provid

ed with olid massive walls, lime plastered floors, a fine stepped entrance. 

a large circular well with an attached drain inside. and a number of covered 

soak pit outside. It is connected with the lake by a fine gatC\\ay. ignifi

cant datable evidence of early-Mu lirn occupation has come from this build

ing. Another massive mud-brick hou e in the northern sector with unusually 

thick wall. and deep stone foundations also belongs to thi early period. 

Baked brick hou cs arc rare. On!) one large house in the northern 

sector ha been uncovered so far. It ha a thick lime pla tcrcd floor 

on which a gold coin of bba. id Caliph a iq Billah (842 A.C. 47 

A.C.) wa. di covered. A number of soak pit in the back yard arc a ociated 

with it. 

Residential Quarters 

Exten ive remain~ of residential building: of the \.1uslim period ha\e 

been exposed in different parts of the mound. From a tud) of the 

excavated remain it i e\ident that the cit; \\a \\ell-planned. The h u e 

were arranged formall) round central court) ard and the re idcntial 

ector were di' ided into hlock-, eparatcd b) ''ell-oriented trcct and lane . 

Well-to-do people con tructed their hou c \\ ith cmi-dre . cd tone blo k 

24 



and occasionally al o with square- ized burnt brick . and plastered the 

\\alb and floors with lime. Ordinar)' houses were built of mud bricks on 

stone foundations and the walls were coated with fine mud pla ter. But lime 

plaster was also used. There are traces to indicate that large sized thin 

brick-tiles and long \\OOden beam were u ed in the con truction of roofs. 

l he average height of the buildings. judging from the fallen material and 

thicknes of walls. were 10-12 feet. There are clear indications of extensive 

re-use of earlier materials. particularly of finely dre ed and carved tones. 

throughout the Muslim period. 

HINDU-BUDDHIST PERIOD 

I mmediatel: belO\\ the Islamic period levels. the present e\.cavation 

have re\'ealed unmistakable evidence of pre-Muslim occupations which 

includes structural remains and cultural material of great intere t and ignifi

cance. The cultural break at this level is a sudden and al mo t complete one. 

and no material of undoubted Islamic origin \\as observed below. though 

Hindu-Buddhist material continued to exist in the later period also. 

The Temple 

The mo,t interesting building uncovered in the Pre-Muslim level is a 

Siva Temple in the we. tern part of the citadel. It has thick mud-brick wall 

covered with several coats of red paint on lime pla ter. an ornamental 

EKcavationi in the Temple area. 



The Grand Mosque 



Kufic inscription Iii J 



Votive Siva Lingam 
with yuni and Pedestal 

pedes~<LI. al o thickly coated with lime pla ter. 

and other architectural decorations . A con i

dcrablc area round the temple is covered by a 

fine concrete floor decorated \.\. ith ea- hell . 

The plan of the temple is yet to be cleared full) 

after rcrno,·ing the superimposed building re

mains of later period from the area. 

l 'ear the redestal. \\hich was probabl) 

meant for a large de it). two \Olive Siva Lingams 

one complete \\ith >'1111i and pede. tal - were 

found 1:-ing on the floor. This is an unmistakable 

e\ iderce of Hindu occupation of the :.ite. It 

may be mentioned here that a number of large 

monolithic Si\a Lingarm have been reco\ered 

from other parts of the site as \\ell. and this 

cult appears to h;n e been popular in the period 

immediately before the adYcnt of the Mu lim . 
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Pre-Mu'>lim Cultural Material 
A variety of interesting objects have been 

n:covercd from the e pre- Muslim levels which 

include terracotta figurines, both human and 

a111nul, fragments of stone culpture, and fine 

ceramic specimens. A moulded terracotta fe

male head with well-developed feature and 

peculiar head-dress is interesting; it stands 

out as a cla. s by itself in. uperiority of tech

nique and execution. 

A large collection or plain, painted, 

~tamped and moulded pottery ha· been made 

from these stratified levels. It includes pieces 

of storage jars bearing short inscriptions in 

proto- agari style of 8th century A.C. 1 hey 

record mca urement of weight, now difficult 

to identify. The rnscriptions were written on 

the body of the pot by hand with ordinary 

writing ink, thus indicating its local character. 

1-2. Terracotta female heads 
3-4. Moulded potsherds 

5-6. Stone sculpture (raiments 
7. Pottery mould 

8. Moulded potsherd 
9-11. Inscribed pottery 

7 

9 

10 

II 

8 



Other intere ting finds include a large number of pottery moulds with 

geometric-cum-floral pattern and human or animal representations . One 

mould depicts a dancing couple in typical pre-Muslim style. \\hilc another 

depicts a frieze of elephants with sun-flower !V1en11on must also be made of 

the Sas anian type of decorated wares with fric1es of relief birds and animal 

within dotted circles. 1ecovered from levels just below the carly-!V'luslim 

settlements. 

SCYTHO PARTHIA PERIOD 

A major development in the search for the origin of Banbhorc site has 

been an unexpected discovery, which takes the history of the settlement right 

down lo the beginning of the Christian era. and possibly much earlier. 

Diggings in the water-logged lower le\ els at a depth of 25 to 30 feet from 

surface have revealed cultural material of the SC)tho-Parthian period dat

able from I st century B. . to 2nd century A. . It consists of at) pc of fine!) 

polished and burnished pottery with bright red or dark brown smooth 

urface which undoubtedly represents an imitation or the Greek pottery. 

Its principal forms consist of delicate vesscb (l.;u=as) with vertically pierced 

narrow neck and perforated chin-spout', and large goblets. • irrnlar high

necked ve sels with chin-spouts have been unearthed b:r ir John Marshall 

from the !st centur) B.C. A.C. levels or Bhir Mound at Taxila. There arc 

abundant comparable materials from sites in India such as Ran~ Mahul 

in Bikaner 5tate and Pitalkhora in Aurangabad Disrict and many other 

:-.ites in north-western Pakistan and Afghanbtan. which make 1t possible 

to fix the date of these leveh on ound basis. 

The C)thians or akas as the~ arc more familiar!) known - came from 

Persia and overran all the Greek principalitic including the territorie of 

Scytho-Porthion Pottery 



~outhern lghanistan and north-we tern frontier regions of Pakistan in the 

ht centur) B. . They however retained the Greek system of administra

tion. 'I hey were supplanted in the 1st century A.C. by the Parthians whose 

empire embraced southern parts of Afghanistan, the fertile green valleys of 

J>csh<l\\ar. \\al and Dir. and the territories of the Punjab, ind and Seistan. 

The cytho-Parthians appear to have adopted Buddhism as their religion. 

hut 1n art and culture they were strinkingly Hellenistic . 

. !he discon:ry of c\ tho-Parthian cultural remains at Banbhore, there

fore. opens a new chapter 111 our ancient history. Because, this is the first 

time that archaeolog1cal C\idencc of this culture has come to light near the 

,\1ahian sea coast. And who knows that bdo\\ the. e level under the sub-

oil \\ater, Ale.rnndu's llarhour itself may not be l1ing hidden. The great 

warrior is said to have di\idcd his forces tl1C1c for the final homeward 

journey. At present it is difficult to investigate these under-waler le•els with 

THE END OF BA BHORE 

'J he settlements at Banhhore appear to have come to an end in the 12th 

or IJth centur) A.C. partly due to the shifting or the river and partly on 

account or a '1olcnt disturbance which has left its mark all over the site. In 

different parts of the excavations, a large number of human skeleton have 

been unearthed, lying scatlen.:d inside the houses or on the streets in a dis

mderly manner. some \\ith iron arrow-heads embedded in them. The floors 

on which they lie arc thickly covered with ashes and charcoal. The inten el} 



Human Skeleton 
(13th Century A.C. I 

burnt brick. and stones fallen from the original structure.., abo strong!) 

suggest a great disturbance. The) were e\ identl) set on lire and corched 

red. probably by some invader ... dui ing an im asion or a ci\ ii \\ ar. Othern i e. 

it is diflkult to believe that dead bodic ... \\ere buned iri...ide re 1dential quarter-.. 

and on the street in peace time \\hen there \\Us a regular burial ground, 

not \W) far. 

In this conte\t, it ma) be interesting to mention here that Jalaluddin 

Kh\\arezm hah i. knO\\n to h<ne irnaded ind and conquered a number of 

important tO\\Il: in the coa ... tal area in the middle of 13th centur) A.C. He 

1. aid to lune cau ed the final de truction of Debal. 

P01TERY 

Dunng the lat fhe )Car' exea\ations at Banbhorc. cnormou. quantitie 

of potter) ha\c bcenrccO\credfromthel tccnturyB.C.le\el of the C)tho

Parthiun period to the 13th century .C. le\cl of the r-.tu. lim period. • !Jjor 

portion of this collection belong. to thi. la t perioJ. It ha prO\ ided an 
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opportunity for tudy and classification, for the first time, of I lamic pottery 

of thi sub-continent. It con i ts of a large variety of plain, painted, stamped, 

inci ed and moulded pottery and a fine collection of early Islamic glazed wares. 

Umayyad Pottery 

From the early-Muslim occupation level come a very distinct type of 

light and thin-textured moulded pottery with finely executed floral-cum

geometric patterns and Kufic inscription in relief, often with additional 

applied or incised decorations. It is an unglazed ware made of a whitish 

paste. not observed in this country before the Arab invasion. It was appa

rently imported from Syria where it is known to have been made during 

the mayyad times. 

The collection of this ware include a number of fine specimens. Of 

particular interest is a small handled cup bearing a Kufic couplet. A similar 

specimen was recovered from the excavations at Susa in south-western 

Iran, now preserved in the Louvre Museum , Pans. 

Glazed pottery vessels recovered from the early levels how strong 

Pa ian influence. Large heavy-textured alkaline glazed Jars coated with 

a thick glass like blue-green glaze and decorated with floral patterns, 

bunches of grapes, creepers, and a combination of horizontal and curved 

line and bands in high relief on the body, are of Sa sanian origin. An 

identical early Islamic specimen showing the typical characteri tics was 

recovered from usa and is now pre erved in Paris. This type persi ted to 

the later periods also and several of them were found in the upper levels. 

But the glaze became gradually le · thick and Jes bright, and it glass like 

tran parency wa lo t. 

lnscnbed hondied cup · 
Whit~ p:iste Pottery 



Blue-green glazed jar 

1-3. Inscribed glazed pottery 

2 

Abba id And Later Pottery 

The Per ian influence in the culture of 

Banbhorc became predominant during the 

Abbasid and later periods. Tim feature 

is mo t markedly manifest in the ceramic 

products. Glazed pottery of this period 

in particular closely re embles Per~ian 

material of the 9th to 11th centuries . C. 

It includes specimens of slip-painted, spla

shed and mottled lead glazed vessels as 

well a delicately painted tin glazed and 

lu tre glazed wares of9th to !Ith century. 

Some of them bear Arabic inscription 111 

different decorative . tylcs Resemblance 

with the 9th- I 0th ccntruy specimens from 

ishapur is quite striking. 

But from the 11th to 13th centuries 

A.C., these glazed types were almost entire· 

ly replaced by a new one called .'-·i'grc~fliato. 

Its dccora ti on consi>.ts of under-glazed 

scratched ornamentations roughly resembl· 

ing stylized Kufic script. There arc abun

dant comparable material in Persia for 

fo.ing its date more or !cs. absolutely. 

The archaeological value of this ware 

therefore. significant. I h common 

form arc di he , cups and bowb. 
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Chinese Pottery 

Imported Chine e Porcelain, Celadon 

and Stoneware vcs els of T'ang period 

were introduced during the Abbasid 

times which continued upto the last days 

of the settlement. The specimens re

covered from the excavations, though 

few in number, include some distinct 

types which offer an interesting -tudy of 

their <levdopment. Among them a large 

stoneware storage jar with a Chinese letter 

on the houl<ler, a few early type celadon 

pieces, and some Hndy painted stoneware 

howls arc worth mentioning. 

Ungla1cd llou ehold Pottery 
A large number of complete and semi

complctc pots of various shapes and sizes 

of ungla1cd plum pottery of this period 

IKt\e been rcco\ered. They also how Per-

ian inflw.:ncc. The un-glaLed painted 

pottery, particularly the thin-textured 

polychrome pottery, indicates a continua

tion of pre-Islamic artistic tradition . But 

it is inferior to the pre-Jslamic polychrome 

ware, both in fabric and in decorative 

technique. The painted designs include 

friezes of stylized <luck , water

fowh, cranes, fish, snakes, peacock: 

-l-5. Sgraffiaco glazed po11ery 

6-7. Lead glazed po11ery 

5 

Chinese Porcelain, Celadon 
and Stoneware of T'ang 
period 

7 



Household pottety: Muslim period 

with elaborate hachured tails, and styli1ed gcoml.!tric pattm1 likl.! th1.: 

rising sun and a ho t of related motifs in hlad:. red and dark bro\\ n colour 

on cream or dull red slip. Thi! tyli1ed birds arc irl\ariahl~ ho\\ n agairht 

dotted background, and the painted dc,ign \\Crc oftl.!n combined \\ith 

moulded geometric patterns in rel id·. The common form of thi \\~Uc j, a 

medium sized pouted \ cs,el !Ku=a). 

not her interesting t) )'C' \\ hich dt:\elorcd during the hlamrc pcriuJ 

Storaie Jars : Muslim period 
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the grey pottery with hard, smooth, well-fired fabric and incised 

ornamentations. It is mostly represented by globular cooking pots of various 

sizes, but other forms such a !mobbed lids, cups and bowls have also been 

observed. 

Pre-Islamic Pottery 

o glazed pottery was observed below the Islamic level . The principal 

types of pre-T Jamie pottery consi t of (i) a plain pottery of comparatively 

crude and rough type, (ii) polychrome pottery with finer fabric and orna

mentation, (iii) a large variety of stamped and moulded wares, and (iv) the 

red burnished pottery from the earliest levels. The thin-textured polychrome 

pottery has been observed to overlap in the early-Islamic levels also. It ha 

polished fabric with delicately painted geometric-cum-floral patterns or 

~tyli1ed bird and animal motifs in black. red, dark brown and yellowish 

colours over a cream slip. The interesting motifs include sun flower, 

lotus s;mbol, rising sun. frie1es of peacocks with elongated tail , antelopes 
and fish. 

large number of stamped and moulded pottery has been recovered 

from the Hindu-Buddhist levels. The tamped de ign are generally con

fined to geometric patterns only. \\bile the moulded decorations consists of 

geometric-cum-floral patterns and also human, animal and bird representa
tions in relief. 

Sossonion cype 
moulded pottery 



Muslim period 
painted pottery 

A large number of pottery moulJ-.. ha\C been rcCO\crcd along \\Ith 1h1 

pottery. They how a great varict) of decorative pattern repre cnting 

mo ti) floral de~ign-... but there arc other motif-.. aho. A dancing couple and 

an elephant in naturali. tic -..t} le desene p1.:cial mention. 

An interesting cla." in the moulded group i the a . anian type of poller) 
\\ ith frieze of relief animals and birds "ithin dotted circles, arranged in n 

circular repeating pattern and executed in a high I) naturali tic t) le. It 

common form i rcprc_ented b) a medium i1ed pouted vc~ el (K11za) "ith a 

narrow ba e and \\ide angular houlder. on \\ hich the decorations were 
moulded. 
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COIN' 

Of the minor antiquities. the most important a1e the colll 11 l11d1 lut1c 

yielded Htluable and significant datahlc c1idenc . I he) co1rob r.llc the 

evidence or inscriptions and other cultural material nnd n a a h. i r. r 

the reC1)n<;truction of chronological de1clopme11t of th ii 

Wasiq Billah\ Gold Coin 

A le11 thousanth of coin ha1c hccn n.:nncrnl o for 1'10111 thc · <..11.111011 

But unfortunately most or them an.: in a had tat 1lf pie nat1 n. \ft 1 

chemical treatment omc of the helter pre cned spcc1111cn \\ct c found le ·1· 

phcrahlc. 1 hey include more 1han a hundred copper and 1110 d zcn of 

sihcr coin,, and al o a gold coin in 11 1cr) •nod tate o pre nation. It 

belong-. to the ninth Abhasid aliph Abu Jalfar Ila run-al-\\ 11 iq B11l11h "ho 

ruled in Baghdad rrnm 227 A.II. to 232 A.H. !8·i2 A.<.. to 47 1\ .l .) It 

was minted in Egypt in 229 .II. (884 A.C.). ·1 hi' co111 "" di t·mc1cll 

on the lime-plastered lloor of a hurnt b1 ick house in the nort hcrn pa1 t nl 1 he 

citadel. 

Sihcr and Copper Coin' 

Of thc largc collection or siher nnd coppcr coins. only a small m1111hl·1 

ha bccn >.ucccssfully deciphered. thc re t hcinl! still unt!cr tudy. I hl' 

Banbhorc coins an: oft110 typcs: onc i 1cr) thin and hcautll'ully i111p11.: cd 

11ith Arabic'' riting, partly inside a circlc and partly around the 11111. I he l' 

coins belong mostly to the Caliphs of Baghdad or thcir l1)cal gmcrnors and 

11erc coined in the Caliph', 0\\11 minh. Thcy found their \\:t) to Sind 

cithcr through trade or oflicial import for the pnlli1Kial admini-.1ra1ion 

The other l)pC. 4uat and dumpy and 1cry much mailer in 11c, ap)'ca1' 

to ha1c hccn hlcally produced on a ma s -.cale hy un killed \\orkmen. 1 he: 
are o much corroded and the in criptions. coar cly and clum-.ily c ecuted 

on them. arc o fragmentar) that it ha not yet hecn po ihlc rn decipher 

them 1\ith ~ucce . 

Preliminar) studies of the better pre encd and decipherable coin haH: 

yielded ~ignificant informations. mong them the following importanl coin~ 

de erve a pedal mention:-

1. Two il1er coin of the ixth mayyad Caliph al-\\'alid 1bn Ahd-al

falik (705 A.C.-715 A.C.). Both of them bear the ~ame date of QS AH. 
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(713/14 A.C.), but two different mint names of Taimurah and Ardashir 

Khurrah respectively, in addition to the usual 'Kalima' and Quranic verses. 

Incidentally, it may be mentioned here that Debal was conquered by the 

Arabs under Muhammad bin Qasim during the reign of al-Walid I. and 

only a year earlier than the issue-date of this coin. 

2. A silver coin of the tenth Umayyad Caliph Hisham bin Abd al-Malik 

(724 A.C.-743 A.C.). It is dated 124 A.H. (741/42 A.C.) and was minted from 

Wasit. The name of the Caliph has not been mentioned in thi , and also in 

the above coins. This is not an unusual practice. In fact, I Jamie coins 

prior to Hajjaj bin-Yusuf's time did not bear the names of the rulers. It 

became customary from the days of Abbasid rule only, probably as a 

measure to assert their right to the disputed Caliphate. 

3. Three copper coins bearing the name of Hisham bin Amrw. a popu

lar governor of the second Abba id Caliph al-Mansur (754 A.C.-775 A.C.) 

in Sind from the year 768 A.C. to 773 A.C. The name of the mint 

and date is not clear, which initially led to a confu ion of mixing up his 

name with that of the 10th Umayyad Caliph. 

4. A silver coin of the seventh Abba id Caliph al-Mamun (813 A.C. 

833 A.C.). dated 196 A.H. (811/12 A.C.) and minted form Samarqand. 

Below the name of the Caliph, hi two title 'Amirul Muminill and al-Fad/ 

are given. Since his elder brother al-Amin wa a a inated in 198 

A.H .. he could not have been accepted a the undi puted Amirul Mumini11 

before that year. The mention oft hi title i therefore intriguing. The other 

title refer to hi renown a. the po e or of two authoritie - the pen and 
the sword. 

5. A ilver coin of the fifteenth Abba id Caliph al-Mutamid Atallah 

(870 A.C.-892 A.C.). The badly defaced obver e of the coin where the date 

wa given. how only the Ia t two number .... 61 A.H. But ince the name of 

the Caliph on the revere i clear. it eem rea onable to read the date a 261 

A.H. (874/75 A.C.). The name of the mint i not clear. 

Pre-I. lamic Coins 

6. Only a very limited number of coin have been recovered from the 

pre-I Iamic le el at Banbhore. Among them. the bet pre rved pccimcn 
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represent· an Arab-Sassanian coin bearing, on the obver e, the bust of a 

typical Sassaoian ruler and a short legend in Pahlevi, and on the reverse, 

a fire altar. mint name, and date in Yezdgird era. The mint name 

has been read as Marv and the date as 21 Y.E. ( Yaj1·ist) i.e. 32 A.H. 

The mo t intere,ting fact about this coin is that the Pahlevi legend on 

the obver e has been superscribed by a Kufic line, 'Bismillah.' It i quite 

a known fact that Byzantine and Sassanian coins were in circulation through

out the Caliphate before the reign of Abdul Malik ibn-Marwan, ometimes 

with the insertion of onl.> "Bismillah" or merely "Allah" in Kufic on their 

usual legend', to indicate the authorit.> of the Arab Empire. Abdul Malik 

is credited to have started the pure Arab coinage in the year 696 A.C. This 

Banbhore coin j, a fine pecimen of the early Arab coinage. 

7. Two partially preserved lndo-Sas anian silver coins are interesting. 

In their present decayeJ condition, they are without any legend. On their 

obverse the profile of a face is omewhat recognisable, while on the reverse 

there is a crude representation of the Persian fire altar. This type of coin · 

is commonly knO\\n as Gadlraiya, probabl.> because the distorted relief of the 

facial profile gives roughly the appearance of an ass. Its origin is attributed 

to the legendary Vikramaditya of Ujjain (441 A.C.). lt period of currency 

in Gujrat and Rajputana is stated to be from about 750 A.C. to 1100 A.C. 

8. A copper coin with a squatting bull on one ide and two fish motifs 

facing opposite direction'> on the .other. Similar coin have been recovered 

Inscribed and carved 
stones from the 
Mosque area 
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Terracotta Coin Moulds 

In the citadel area, concentration of a peculiar kind of baked honey-comb

ed cla; slab~. about half an inch thick and broken into fragments, were observ

ed at places on the urface and also in the upper level of the excavations. 

On the upper side of these cake or slab 'are impressed rows of little cup

like hollows of different size forming a regular honey-comb pattern, 

\\hile the lower side has been subjected to great heat and i vitrified.' They 

were variously interpreted by the earlier explorers as a type of terracotta mill 

for husking corn. flesh-rubbers and crucible for smelting copper. 

There i · hardly any doubt now that the e labs were connected with the 

local coin making device. They were found in a ociation with charcoal 

and a hes. crucible fragment and copper coins. What is more interest

ing is that they were found al o with little copper pellet which exactly 

fit into the hollow · or cells of the e slabs, often with the re idue copper 

bits sticking to them. It appears to have been the easiest and cheapest way 

of getting pellets of uniform size and weight, from which small sized local 

coins could be produced subsequently in the dies by a heavy blow from the 

sledge hammer. The small ilver coin of Banbhore, too, were made appa

rently in the ame way. Such coins and coin-moulds have been observed in 

many other contemporary I lamic sites of the subcontinent and the 

neighbouring areas. 

Crucibles , terracotta 
coin moulds and 
copper pellets 



Glau objects 

MINOR ANTIQUlTJES 
Glass Ob}i:cts: After pottery and coins, the largest number of finds re

covered from Banbhore is represented by glas object . But they are o much 

broken and decayed that only a few specimen could be pre erved. A \·er) 

small number of complete and emi-complete object which include miniature 

scent bottle , delicate candle- tands with decorated terns, va e and bottle. 

with long neck , open mouthed cup and bowl of variou hape and ize 

were found in comparatively better condition. Some of the va e han,• 
inscrihecl weight- eal in Kufic on their ba e . 



xcept a decorated bowl piece recovered from the temple, all the glass 

object. came from the Mu lim occupation level . Mo t of the e objects were 

undoubtedly produced locally. But ome pecimens including a few painted 

piece how a high quality of craft man hip and appear to have been import

ed by the Arab from the Mediterranean coast. 

frory and Bone Objects: Work in Ivory and Bone object is more 

~ophi ticated and delicate. 1 he pre-Muslim tradition appears to have con

tinued in this craft without any serious di turbance. The better preserved 

~pccimens represent mostly handles, rings, bangles, combs and some 

c\q uisitely worked ornaments and decorative pieces for hou ehold 

furnishings. 

Shell and Ivory objects 
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I Iron objeccs 

Beads and Pendants of various shapes and sizes and made of terracotta, 
glass, ivory, hell and semi-preciou stones have been recovered in large 
number. The semi-precious stone beads in particular show fine workman
ship. They arc made of cornelian. onyx, agate. cry tal and imilar other 
stones. 

Among other objects. mention must be made of the terracotta crucibles, 
tone pestles. grinding stones and mills. and shell bangles. 

Iron Objects repre ent mostly nails, hinges. rings and hook . large 
number of nails of different hapes and i1es have been rt.!CO\ ered from all 

level , ometimcs found in association \\ith deca}ed wood, thu indicating 
their u e in \VOodcn fitting . Iron arrow-heads, knife and word blades and 

word hilt are ome of the intere·ting weapons found in the excavation . 

Cicodel defences : Norchern seccor 



Copper Objects include bangles. nail . antimon) rods and finger rings 

omc \\ ith ~l'm1-prec1ous stones still 110\\ fi-.-ed in them. They are better 

preserved than the iron ohjecb. 

Terracotta Objacts: A large number of terracotta animal figurines. 

most!} crude. but also with some fine glazed specimens. have been rc

lO\cred from di!Terent le\'els or the Muslim period occupn1ion. A number 

or terracotta human and animal figurines also came from the pre-:YI uslim 
levels. Two fragmentcr) pieces of statues in green schist stone recovered 

from the temple area arc significant finds. 

Copper obictcs 



C 0 C'Ll SIO 

Thi large en emble of object both artistic and of evcry-da)-U. e of art, 

architecture and industr) ha furni5hed detailed information ahout cultural 

and chronological development of early-Islamic 111d. The coins, inscrip

tions and particularly the pottery have thro\\n a flood of light on a 

forgotten but important chapter of our history. 

The primarv question of identification of Banbhore with Debal has not 

yet been olved. This must :rn ait the completion of our present investigation 

and the detailed tudy of the objech. But from the progress made so far, 

it can be stated \\ith absolute ccrtaint) nO\\ that the site is of the same Arab 

period and repre ents the remains of a cit). if not Ochal ihelf, in no \\a) le 

important or less extcn iH~. 
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