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Preface 

Q AID·I· ZAM 1ohammad Ii Jinnah. Father of the 
ation, was not only a stalwart politician, a strict discip

linarian, and a ver.atilc tatesmun, but also a great thinker of 
hi time. Hi agacity and acumen. coupled with a cac;t-iron 
will and ex cting hard work, have had the most remarkable 
impact 11 the hi tory of the subcontinent. Hr had the in ight 
to di ccrn at the out ct the urgency and importance of the 
cm ncipation of 1u Jim women in British India. and of bring
ing them t the forefront in all walk of life. especially in the 
truggle for attainment of freedom. The late of the Muslim 

women in pre-Partion India wa. pathetic. Steeped in dogma 
nnd uper tition und denied the fruits of modern education 
and he \th care, they v.cre mo tly confined to the four walls 

f their h me and v.ere unable to make their full contribution 
in the fi_ht for Paki tan. The Quaid \\a quick to take cogni
anc of thi predicament; he e pou ed the cau e of Mu lim 

w men ehemently. 
He pon ored aml activated the fu Jim women' em

ancipation movement, c pre ing their ability to be equal 
partner of men in all walk of life. ta meeting held at the 
fo Jim niver ity nion Aligarah, on 10th March. 1944, 

he aptly remarked : 'o nation can ri e to the height of glory 
unte your women arc ide by ide \\ith . ou. We are victims 
of c\il cu tom . It i a crime against humanity that our 
women are hut up \\ithin the four wall of the hou es as pri-
one . I do not mean that we hould imitate the evil of the 

We tern life. But let u try to raise the tat us of our women 
according to our own I lamic ideas and tandards. There is 
no nction nywhere for the deplorable conditions in which 
our women have to live. You should take your" omen along 



ing up f Paki tan that n 



the , l men f P ki tan had lag •ed behind or failed in their 
duty." 

The F. ther of the ation constantly endeavoured and 
earnc tly de ir d that the women of Pakistan be well known 
by out tandin achievements, he educated and enlightened, 
p litica\ly c n ciou and well-informed to he able to work 
alon ille m n in nation-building activities. The Quaid's 
vi i n f r the Mu lims of thi ubcontincnt led him to believe 
in h pr found impact that the woman has in shaping the 
the ba ic character of her home and family members, who 
in turn c \lectivcly become citizens of a nation and shape the 
de tiny of their own country. 

The Quaid believed in the image of a progressive 
Mu lim woman who e moorings are firmly planted in the 
ima of the great and re pected women of Islam who f!ave 
ch r ctcr, nd upnort to their men in the days of our Prophet, 
may peac be upon h.m. The Quaid also practised his be
lief: . He kept hi re peeled ister Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah 
by hi ide in public meetings and often took her counsel 
and advice in important dcci ion . 

Over the year • the women of Pakistan have progressed 
steadily and urcly. There i now among them a strong surge 

f w, kenin which ha kindled a growing ense of responsi
bility for the welfare of the nation. They arc making a con
cr te c ntributi n of in piring their nation. May our women 
be blc cd with the in piration of their Quaid so that they 
e t bli h by their achi vement and conduct the image of truly 
pr gre i u lim women. 

In thi year of celebrations of the Quaid-i-Azam's 
c nt nary it i befitting to pay homage to all Paki tanis, known 
and unknown, \ h ha e worked un elfishly and loved Pakis
tan f r it O\\n ake, a king not what they could get from 
Paki tan. Jn thi equence, and drawing hi inspiration from 
truth the Prime Mini ter Mr. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, has re
kindled the pirit of the Quaid-i- zam in our hearts and think
in . Hi able Mini ter of Education, Mr. Aodul Hafeez 
Pirz da ha conducted the Centenary Year in a manner most 
bcfi ting to our great belo ed leader. La tly, but first to be 
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piril f B um •u r t 
Bhutto who ha m tcrfully imhued the \\ m n f P i t n 
with the ima c of pro r j,· Muslim women, firm in purp 
and tron in ch rncter at home nd ut i e the hl m . 

Islamabad 6 Dec mber, I 976 DR. IROZ HM D 

cder r 
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Begum Jaban Ara bah awaz 

The Quaid as I Knew Him 

I kn \\th Quaid-i-Awm. ince 1922 ancl \\.a~ as ociatcd with 
tum for t\\ nty i year until his death. I saw him as 

a tahrnrt parliamentarian, an unrivalk<l negotiator, and as 
a le d r tandin like an iron \\all that none could move, and 
th r ult ' a Pak1 tan - a Mu lim late achie' cd in a short 

m mer 
'' rk. The \ rds \\ere o imprint 0n my mind that I 
could n t ti r et them in later life. With Ju tice Shah Din 

him in onnc ti n \\ith n invitati n ti r a lecti.re tour in 
Am ri a in 0 tober 1947 \hi h I had rccei ed from one f 
the I r mcri an rpanizati n . Be a kcd me : "Do 

u want a leader' rd r or a friend nd\ice?'' J \\a na
turnll to hed to I am that the Quaid h d £iH·n me a friend' 
pla e and I replied .. Of cou e 1 ant a friend' ad\i e." 



He told me not to wene from the path of le i lator, howc er 
tempting any other off r might be. He related a few incident 
of hi own life when he had been a ked to g1 e up a I gi lat r' 
work and take charge of other occupation but he had alwa 
refu ed. 

In our family the men hared erything with their 
family members and would discu national intere t and 
a piration with them. We were k enly intere t d in th 

II-India ducational Conference, ir Sy d Mo emcnt, and 
were following the work of our Mu lim leader fen·ently. 
We learnt that a young and brilliant lawyer, Mr. Jmnah f 
Bombay who had out tanding ability and e ceptional peak
ing powers wa coming to the forefront and we I nged to 
hear him peak. 

My father wa appointed a member of the 
Executive Council in 1919 a ducational and Law Mini t r 
and we often accompanied him to Delhi and imla. After 
giving up purdah, we tart d attending the m tin f the 
Central Assembly and sometime we u cd to wait for hours to 
hear Mr. Jinnah speak. He wa a ery refined and lu id 
ker and kept the Ii tcner pellbound. Both h and Pundit 
Moti Lal Nehru were out tanding peake • and it \\a not 
only a joy and a pica ure but an education in it If to hear them 
replying to each ocher remark . 

I had the plea urc of meeting both Mr. Jinnah and hi 
young wife Ratti: Mr. Jinnah had a unique and a command
ing personality. He wa always immaculately dr scd and 
there wa an aura of great di nity about him. Ratti a 
very vivaciou person and full of life. She often u ed to be 
in the mood of hocking people. hich me person did n t 
approve of but those who knew her ell would laugh o er it. 
She was a fascinating young lady had beautiful hand and 
made lovely ge ture , and was always dressed in elegant ri 
of the latest fashion. Ratti and I became cry good friend 
I was stayin1 with my parent at Sia.la and r. Jinnah 
puttiag up at the Cecil Hotel which was quite close to our 
house. Father u c to arrange a number of function , din
ners, luncheons afternoon and after-dmner partie at hi 
house and mo t of these functions used to be:quite interesting 
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During he holidays, my brother and his \\ ife, my sister and 
her hu band, and other relation. \\Ould come to tay with us 
nnd the young people would arran£e charade and ct~er games. 
Whene\er Ratti attended a functi0n at our house, she would 
take part in the game \\hole-heartedly and would make the 
party go \\ith her charming personality. 

One evening in 1922, father and mother \\ere dining 
\\ith the G \ernor of the Punjab. I had recei,ed a n te from 
R tti in the morning, inviting me and a family companion to 
dinner thnt c\cning. When I arrhcd at the H tel I \\aS de
li hted to learn thot olthough it \\as a gt e t night at the Cecil. 
the dinner h db en arranged in heir O\\n sitting room. When 
I enter d the r om, Mr. Jinnah said to me. "Look, Rotti ha 
g ta pc ial curl for ou on her forehead." I \\OS touched 
and thank d her: her an \\Cring mile \\a charming. They 
had o ked an ther couple, and the six of u dined together. 
Jt i no exa gerat10n to aythat it \\a. one oft he moH pico ant 
e\ nm th t I c\er .pent. I had heard that Mr. Jinnah was 
au tere and tiff, and th re he \\a , o very ociable and enter
taining. We w re '"th them until ele,cn in the nil!ht, and 
the Quaid made the e\cning enjoyable. I u cd to meet 

r. Jinnah and Ra•ti at mot of the function nt the Viceregal 
d e. mmander-in- hief' Hou<e, Punjab Go,crnment 

H 1 e, and ther place . 

rift had occurred in the Mu lim Leagce between 
my father· gr up and Mr. Jinnah. Mr. Jinnah \\:Js in Ne'' 
D lhi and m_ hu band. Mian Shah awaz. who \\3 then 
e r t r) of th fu lim League A embly Party in the Cent rat 

embl , tri d to clo the rift. and he arranged r r Mr. 
Jinn h and my f ther to ha\e dinner v.ith u one CHninr.. 
Unfi rtun tely R tti died and the Quaid-i-Azam left imme

iat ly or B mba) and the dinner had to be po tponed for 
m da) . Ho\\e\ r, Jinnah and father dined with us at 

th end f March 1929 at I Wind or Place, New Delhi. 
in their frank t lk until late at night. \\C were delighted to 
find th t there v.ere no ba ic difference in their viewpoint 

ut anything. and a a re ult the League was united once 
ain. When r. Jinnah left ~ r London, my father was 

ele tcd Pre ident of the Mu lim L~agu . 
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rea n to be pr ud of ur dc\c ation. To hav Jinnah 
father, one' ith an an lytic I mind and th other \\ith c n • 
tructive bend, wa very fortunate. 

I can never for ct what happened ju t efor the Fir t 
Round Table nference came t an end. The Briti h t
torney General brought the text of an announ ement v.hich 
the G ernn.cnt v.u makin in the 1 in ion f the 
to afeguard Mu hm inter st in the future Jndi n G \em
ment. A meeting of the fu lim dele ation wa called by the 
A ha Khan that evening, but Mr. Jinnah could n t b found. 
We met, everything wa di cu sed and ug e ti n v.crc m e 
and ju t a v.e were going to di per c fr. Jinn h rrived. 
He went through the te t and there and then p inted out 
di crepancy, which if it h d not been removed ' uld h ve 
made everything null and void. Immediately father ug ted 
a phra e to take it place which wa ju t perfc t. F rtunate 
was the nation that had uch leaders of out tandin calibre. 
We ecured twelve point out of the fourteen p int that fr. 
Jinnah had asked for at the Conference. 

In the Second Round Table Conferenc the Indi n 
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Con re co p rat d, but Mr. Gandhi wa cnt as their sole 
repre ntative t London. As s on a h arrived, the Con
ference a ked him to take up the question of ettlement bet
ween the different ection . Our lead r left no tone un
turned t brin about a ettlement, but nothing wa po ihle 
a Ion ns the Hindu and the Sikh. were not prepared to con
cede the Muslim majorities in the tw major province of 
Punjab and Bengal. Th Briti h Cabinet member tried 
their level b t to help clo e the rift, but they did not succeed. 

The more we worked with the Congres delegation, 
the more 11 of u , including Mr. Jinnah, reali ed that under 
the we tern democratic ~y tern of majority rule, the Hindus 
were working C r Hindu Raj and not C r an Indian Govern
ment. One day Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru aid that he could 
not under tand the mentality of hi own community that 
they were not prepared to give to the Muslim even "four 
anna in the rupee and would rather forego the whole of it". 

ember of the Mu Jim delegation, e pecially Jinnah and 
my father. were addre ing gathering and explaining the 

uslim ca . All of u u ed to be a ked to peak to impor
tant p litic I or ani ations; e pecia1ly both the Hou e of Par
Iiment and their different Committee u ed to invite us. Once 
a bour Party gathering a ked us to talk to them in their 

ommittee Room in the H use of Commons. Jinnah and 
father had poken and I a a ked to peak after Maulana 
Shaukat Ali had delivered hi peech. The Quaid was very 
kind; he complimented me and aid that he was happy that 
I wa the la t eaker. Coming from a speaker of Mr. Jinnah's 
calibre 1t wa indeed a compliment to cherish. 

While working in the Mu Jim delegation meetings, 
I realised how wonderful and unique was Quaid's ability. 
While thra hmg out the fourteen points, the explanations that 
he \\Ould ive were so very clear and convincing that one 
could not but be impre ed with his exceptional powers of 
understand mg all the ramifications of each problem. During 
the talks with the Hindu and the Sikh leaders he used to throw 
light on points in such a manner that there would be no room 
for doubt or debate. 

One day while talking in the Muslim delegation 
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meeting, I \\a trongly advocating a certain que tion bout 
ettlcm nt with the Hindu· when the Quaid miled, looked 

at me and said, "Y u will one day come to the :une c0n
clu ion and learn what I ha\e I , rn in my tlurtytWl) years 
e perience of wholehearted (.'oorerntion ''ith the Hindu ", 
and I felt th. t Mr. Jinnah no lonucr belie\ din a fcdcr.1tion 

fall-India natur . 

State in 
nrri\'ed in London, father \\a 

ommitt c of the Round Ta I 

u ed t 
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aid " my I have f.tiled. The Sikh. and th Hindu Maha a
bha re not :pr pared to accept what had been decided between 
u ." ThL came a. a bomb- hell and we were very depres ed. 
Father aid that there was nothin • left in the R und Table 

nf rence and we had beter to back home. We left London 
~ithin tw0 days. In retrospect, I can only thank our lucky 
tar that ''e h 1d not come to an a r _emcnt then becau e 

Indian politi would have taken a different path. 

Throu hout the First Round Table Conference. wher• 
ever we h, d spoken. we told our audiences that a settlement 
could not b arrived at bec·1use the ongrc s was not cot,perat-
in", and with r. Gandhi admittin his own failure there wa 
n hope left for a united India Soon after our r turn to 
Lahore father had a sc ere a Ila ck of pneumonia and he died. 

I ttended the Third Round Table Conference as the 
only woman reprc cnlat1ve from India, but I fell ill and had 
to pend much of the tim_ in bed. When I went for the Joint 

I ction ommit1cc, again as the only woman reprc entative 
in pril 1933, I was dining with Sir amuel Hoare, the then 

c. f St tc for India, one evening when I learnt that Mr. 
Jinnah \\ thinkin° of buying a hou e in London and ettling 
th r . I \ n perturbed, could not Jeep the\\ hole night, rang 
up Mi Jinnah early in the morning and asked her to aminge 
f r met ee 1r. Jinnah oon a po ib1e. She invited me 
to lunch the nme day. When I reached their hou e, I a ked 

r. Jinnah "f it true\ hat I heard last eYening that you arc 
thinkin of ettlin in Londcn"? He replied that there was 

mcthing in it. I aid. "Father is gone and there i no one 
t pilot the boat f the nation except yourself". He a ked, 
"Do y u really think o ?" I replied. " ot only I think o, 
but I have come to take you h~~k home with me". He aid. 
"What ab ut Lord Willingd n ?" thi gentleman in hi year. 
in Bombay had b en v;ell-known to be particularly bia ed 
again t Mr. Jinnah and wa then the Viceroy of India. I 

id that he v.a not going to be there for very long. We 
lunched together. had a very frank talk, and I was delighted 
to find that he wa prepard to return to India and put a new 
1ife into the Mu Jim League. 

• • • 
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rt throuah the U t Party, Both mJ husblnd bo 
u Um Leaper, and Sir Sibndar advised me to 

IJlhip of the Lahore Division of the Unionist 
for the Mu Um Leape 'thin i . 

n after that Sar azl-i-Hussain died and Sibndar 
t ected President or the nioni t Party. On his 

iniftl in Lahore. I met llhn and ta1bd to hhn aboqt a settle
ment 'th the u Um League. e was ready to cooperate 

bolebeartedly and said that he ould be willing to accept 
t u lim Leque members or the Unionist Party should 

JOID the u lim League also and be known a Muslim League 
monists. Mien bdul Aziz, Banister and I went to see 
r. Tmnah ho had come to Lahore, and I took a number or 

81 'th me from the Unionist Party office to explain the 
position to him. The Arst elections undes the new Act were 
due very soon and I felt that Mr. Jinnah must know the true 
position. en I told hhn that the Muslim League could not 

more than a few seats in the Punjab he smiled and said, 
our inf'ormation is wrong and the League is likely to win a 

majority of the seats in the Punjab Assembly' • He did not 
any of the 81 that I had brought and refused Sikandar's 

o8'er. Unf'ortunately Mr. Jinnah had not been given the true 
and failed to bring about a settlement. The elec-

came and the u Um League got only two seats, and 
even out of those two RaJa Ohazanfar Alijoined the Unionist 
Party as a Parliamentary Secretary. I was sad and dejected 

I bad never envisaged that there would be a clash 
between these two organi7.ations. Persons 1ilce myself who 

bom uslim Leaauers could not stand the rift. Mr. 
Afr.al Ali · approached me on behalf of the Muslim 
members or the Unionist Party and asked me to tallc about it 
in the meeting of the slim members which was being held 
that evening. I requested ir Sibndar on behalf or all or 
m to approach Mr. Tmnab for rapprochement. Initially. 

• ibndar did not lib my speatiq about it, but ~ result 
that all of us left for the Lucbow Session of the Muslim 

a.alllUC held in October 1937 ud within two days we became 
"MUlim League UDioniats • 

I b in tile open at Lucknow and finished 
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my speech \\ith Allama Iqbal' couplet: 

u:r; ~ T ~ _ ~) *S' ~ ~T 
(.$' )~ ~e. ~ .... ..:::. l::5- ~) .i..) u,. i:;.. ~ ,,,... 

Per hap that \\Us the beginning of my dream of "Paki tan". 
In the Lucknow ession of the League Council, I 

brought up the question of the organization of Mu Jim women. 
I told the Council that I had. ct up a Punjab Mu lim Women' 
Lea uc which had alrc~1dy done u cful \\Ork. The Quaid-i
Azum got up and aid that he did not bcli \C in eparate men 
and women's orgnni tion and wa nil for their working 
togethct from the primary lea uc upward . I wa o erjoyed 
to learn this a it had alway been my ideal and I agreed with 
it wh lehcartcdly. I aid that I ' ould di ol e the Punjab 
Women's League, but I pointed out thnt thcr b in a com
plete egrcgntion of e c am n th fu lim \\omen commit-

hould be app inted in e\cry pro\'incc to brin political 
ctn ci u nc nd uwaken the \\omen in their home . I 
(1rew the attention f th lead r to my ocm the nly woman 
membcrC\ftheLcaguc un ii in 1931. ThcQuaid-i· zam 
appointed a entral Wom n· ommitt v.ith Mi Jinnah 
a Pre idcnt and m t f u v. rk a it m mbe . He 
in tructed all the Pr 'in ial Pr ident t 

When brute Hindu maj ritie began th ir tern tic 
on laught, in the period around 193 -39, n the cultural 
tradition of the minoritie particularly the u.lim , the 
Quaid-i-Azam lo tall hi faith in the Briti h ~ rm of democracy. 
Even earlier, the Quaid had a lccd me our day Do you be-
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lieve in undiluted Western democracy?" When I replied, 
.. o I do not", be immediately said, " either do I". 

In 1940, when the League Council session was held 
in Lahore I vacated mv hou e for the members of the 
Women's Central Committee. Just two days before the Coun
cil meeting, Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman came to see me and 
we talked for nearly two and a half hours. I learnt from 
him that the Paid tan Resolution would be placed before the 
meeting. He wa anxiou to know of my reaction to it and 
I assured him of my cooperation itnd support. 

In my talk with Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman I was im
pres ed by hi political ability. There was trouble about the 
Khalcsars in Lahore and we were all working hard to make 
the League ses ion a succes . My brother-in-law and my 
i ter Mian and Begum Ba hir Ahmad, arranged a luncheon 

party and invited all the members of the League Council. 
The Quaid at between my si ter and myself. I pointed out 
to him that he wa itting between two i ters and he had 
better wi h for something. He replied. "What can J wish for 
better than Pakistan". It was a unique occa ion as almost 
all the out tanding Muslim leaders of India were there and it 

as a great triumph for the Lea~e. I gave an afternoon 
party to meet Mr. Jinnah and the members of the League 
Council and invited all the members of the Provincial Assem· 
bly which was in ses ion at the time. Fatimah Bagum arrang
ed a large meeting of the Mu Jim women in the Habibia Hall 
of the I lamia College and Mr. Jinnah addres ed the gather
ing. He tolo the women that he had every hope they would 
not leave any tone unturned to make their national political 
rpnizatioa, the u lim League, &! successful as if not more 

than the Congress. The meetings of the Central Women's 
Committee in my house presided o er by Miss Jinnah were 
very successful and we made ambitious plans to organise the 

omen in all the provinces so that they may bring about 
political consciousness in their homes. 

y daughter Mumtaz better known a.' Tazi, had been 
ol the IOCialist point of view and had leanings towards the 
Socialist 1118 of the Congress. In a small dinner rarty in 

cw Delhi one day I said to Mr. Jinnah that I would give a 
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and I spent o er 

ment. t m t 
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of th atherin , tran e que tion were a ked and I had to 
e plain to the nudi nc ft at Jen th about the true position in 
1ndia. My revelati< n th. t the Mu lims and their political 

r niz tion, th fo Jim League. were a kin for a separate 
h m I nd in the Indian ub ontinent came a a complete 
urnrLe to mo t Am ricans. It wa hcin aid that the Bri

ti h G vcrnment w.1s ivin •a rcat deal of moncv to the Mus
lim I d r to work for epar. tion, and a professor of the 
H r rd Unive ity ked me whether it was true that Mr. 
Jinn h \ a bein paid rupee s venteen thou and per month 
t k p the Hindus and the Mu lims divided. In the two 
and a h If m nth that I trav lied in the States, I traced the 
actual p ition a it exi ted in the political sphere of India. 

On my return from America, when I \'vent to pay my 
r p ct to the Quaid and al o to hand over some letters which 
hi fri nd had ivcn for him, I ~ a very happy to learn that 
th fu lim Lea uc worker had written to him about my 

rk ther . I did my be t toe plain the importance of a great 
deal f pr paganda to counteract the \HOng information 
that had b n gi en to the American public by the Conl!ress 
w rker . When I wa talkin t Mr. Jinnah, he . aid, "Now 
that I am \ orkin on your father' plank. what about your 
c p rati n ?" 1 r plied, "It i wh lcheartedly at your dis
p al n t nly mine butlnsha Allah of the whole of my tribe.'' 

In 1945. J returned to the Punjab to work for the Mu hm 
L a u . and ju t before the elections were to hegin I went 
t ee the Quaid-i-Azam and he aid to me that Mumtaz 
D ultan had told him that the Muslim League would be 
able to win ab ut fifty out of the eighty seats of the Provincial 

em ly. He a ked me what would be my estimate of our 
future trength in the legi lature. I replied th:!t we were ure 
t win over i ty seat and that if there wa a crash amongst 
the Unioni , which wa likely, Tnsha Allah we would win 
m ny m re eat . During the elections I wa told that there 
were frantic call for petrol coupon , which was trictly ration
ed at that time. I went to ee the Deputy Commi sioner of 
Lahore and after great discussion and persua ion, I managed 
to ecure coupon for two thou and gallons and rushed them 
to the di trict . The re ult tarted coming in and I sent a 
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fin1J that h w,1 very ymp thetic to our cau c. We learnt 
th t the u lim Brotherhood in California nardly knew any
thin nbout the Mu lim Lea ue and Pakistan. Both of us 
w nt to Ariz na and C lifornia and pent about three or four 
d,1y ith th memb r of the Mu lim Brotherhood, with the 
re ult that they became trong upporters of Paki tan. 

We received a cable from Mr. Jinnah a king u to join 
him nd N.1wabzada Liaquat Ali in London where they had 
b n in ited by the Briti h Government for talks. Mr. Jinnah 
and the wabzada were the guest of the British Govern
ment and were taying at the Claridge Hotel. We attended 
•1 e i n of the Hou e of Common with the Quaid-i-Azam 
and awab:r.adu Liaquat Ali and all three of u at in the 

peakcr. allery. Mr. Jinnah had asked Has an and myself 
to come out for lunch at the Clarid 1es Hotel every day, and 
th e • re among t my mo t valuable talk with the Quaid and 

re tr a urcd in my memory and can never be forgotton. 
The fir t day when both ofu arrived in London. Mr. Jinnah 

h wed u Prime Mini tcr Attlee's letter in which he had aid 
that merica had advi ed the British Government to think 
o er th que tion of Paki tan for Mu lims in India ympatheti
cally. Realizing that our dream was coming true we were 
e tr mely happy. 

ln our every dny talk ] pointed out to Mr. Jinnah 
th t we h uld revive our old Mu lim culture giving it a 
tr n hia t ward the Mughal wa_ of life. I told him that 

my ideal had alway been to combine the Ea tern and Western 
culture electing the be t out of both. combined with Muslim 
re train and mode ty. We talked of what the homes should 
be like, how the hou e hould be furni hed. and how we 
hould dre ; our whole mode of life had to be recast in order 

to build up a true Mu lim tate. 

While in London the Moral Rearmament Office rang 
me up and a ked me to per uade the Quaid and the Nawab
zada to cc the play that wa being staged by them in London 
at that time. Ha san and I had already ecn it m Amenca . 

. Jinnah had refused the invitation, but when Itold him how 
exceptionally good it was he agreed to see it. We all went 
to the play and the Quaid liked it immensely. Dr. Buchman, 
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wa our J,1 t chance for a ettlemcnt and that if it f iled the 
Punj band Ben al w uld ha e to be di ed. He a ked me 
to do II th t I po ibly could to help in the m tter. Mean-

hil the Quaid and the MaharaJa \lrere ittinp on a sofa in a 
c rner of th drawing room and talkin t each other. After 
a little while the awahzada al o JOmed them. We were 
there till midni ht. When I aid gooo-bye to the Quaid, 
J told him abOut Lord Mountbatten' talk with me. He 
said the Maharaja wa comine t talk to him the next day. 
J rang up Mr. Jinnah' ecretary in the morning and asked 
for time, and Mr. Jinnah and I had a long talk. The negotia
tion went n for two day and then broke down. The Quaid 
told me that he had argeed to e erythiiw the Maharnja had 
a k d for includin an autonomou Sikh province in the 
Punj b and all the tfe uard that they wanted. When the 
Mah raj demanded a eparate Sikh army he had to ay no, 
~ r he could n t ell out the Mu lirn nation. I agreed with 
him mpletely and depl red the hort- i!!htedne of the 
Sikh. 

I declarati n f In tependence atrocitic 

17 



again t Mu lim in t Punjab began. er \\ r in-
creasing from day to day and peopl rriving by tr m, ru 
and on foot were narrating h rrowi le f h th y h d 
been treated on the y. Punj b B rder F r h. d b n 
appointed to keep law and order. I ran up Bri 
(later Gen ral) and a ed him to come er t my h u c. 
When I talked to him, I came to n w hi difficulti . H 
wa very anxiou for the Quaid to now that the 8 und ry 
Force was not erving the purpo e for hich it h d b n r
gani ed and hould be di banded. I rang up r. Jinnah and 
talked to him about it. He wanted t now yub' p1m n, 
and without as in2 yub I handed over the telephone t him. 
The Quaid and he had direcL t lk and yub told him in detail 
all about it. The QJaiCI m ved immediately in the matter nd 
the Force wa di olved. I often · h th t uch qui k deci
sons could have been taken in later yea h n the n ti n 
wa faced with new cri 

During the Budget sion of the Con tituent 
in February and March 1948, the Q11aid as ed a 
Mam<lot, Mumtaz Daultana Mali noze han 
Shaukat Hayat Chaudhry zir hmad and m If t 
with him one day. I was placed on hi right band. 
was in a v ry happy mood. urplu bud t 
pre entcd to the A embly. The Quaid 1 ed of e er I 
important matters. I said to him that those h used t y 
that Paktstan could never be a viable tate bould feel e rc
mely sorry and a barned of themsel es. He told u th t hen 
he first came to Karachi to take charge as Go ernor-Gen ral, 
ther were only twenty crorcs of rupees in the trca ury and 
nearly rupees forty crores of bills lying on tbe table. There 
was hardly any furniture in the office and e en me of the 
ink-stands were broken. Within ix months e crything 
hip-shape. The Almighty God bad helped to set up the 

new Muslim State on a sound basi . e tal cd of the capital 
whether it should remain in rachi or be remo cd to another 
place. Sbaukat Hayat said why not come to Labo~? The 
Quaid smiled and said bis invitation too late. Sindh was 
the only province that bad invited them and be bad accepted 
the invitation, at least for the time being. 
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\ hen n .... ~~tarted c min• in June 194 that the Quaid 
\\• n t ' ell and I a .... him in Karachi looking very frail and 
" a • I \\ utterly mi er.1ble. On the 11th of eptcmber 194 
h r ~1thcd hi la t and th nation ''as orphaned. The nation 
lo tit b I \Cd leader. We' ho knew him lo.ta guide, philoso
pher .ind fri nd. 1r onl) he had lived to give a constitution 
to th c untry. one c r the most brilliant constitutional la\\ ycr 
th th \\ ! But \\here i the constitution about \\hich he 
t Id m ? 

s•emb-
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By alma Tasaddoquc Jiu ain 

Saviour of Muslim Women 

I hO\ my head be ore my great leader Q 1uid-i- zam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah who appeared on the Jndian politi

cal scene in 1933 as a aYiour of Mu lims in the ubc ntinent, 
and a\\akcncd the Mu lim nntion, e pecially women, from 
their long lcep of political apathy and ignorance. 

After 1857 the fu Jim . who had be n the erst\\ hile 
ruler of India. were deliberately ignored and uppre ed by 
the Driti h. and f r the ne ·t 70180 year the remained a c n
fu cd and ai organi ed community. The Indian ation I 
Congre , which wa formed in 1886. was predominantly a 
Hindu b dy, at fir t demanding only m dcratc reform which 
later developed into an agitation for Home Ruic. Thi ' a 
upported by the Mu Jim Le~ guc. 

Then came the First World War from 1914 to 191 
m ~·hich Turkey declared it elf in favour of Germany nd 
again t the Allie . Thi infuriated the Briti h, who comp! tely 
de tro ed th Ia t remnant of the great Ottoman Empir , and 
the Sultan of Turkey, who wa venerated throughout the 
Mu lim world a a . ymbol of I lam had to fl e the country 
with hi family. 

The Mu lims of India under Maulana Muhamm d 
Ali and M ulana Shaukat Ali declared a crusade again t the 
British in which they were joined by the Hindus. The Khila~ t 
M vement, as it was called, hook the Briti h Raj to it 
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foun•l tions until th ruler. were cle\er n u h to hrin about 
a cl of the Hindu and Mu Jim . 

Syd 
t r 

hy Sir 
women 

' Sir d n't you ever leep"? a ked an admirer. The 
Quaid replied : "Mr. Gandhi can leep becau e his nation 
i awake· I h vet keep awake becau e my nation is asleep". 

I would ay with all the empha is at my command 
th t the aw kening of the Muslim nation date from the time 
when a W men' Committee wa formed in the All-India 
Mu lim League e ion at Patna, which gave a representation 
to w men in every province. The Quaid-i-Azam gave a 
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clarion call to all the daughter of I lam to join hi cru ade 
and trengthen the Mu lim Lea uc which was working for 
the pre ervation of I lam and Millat-c-1 lamia. 

Mu lim women re ponded with unprecedented 
cnthu iasm and ervour. The y ar 1933 may be called the 
year of re urgence of Muslim national thought. The ha e 
was founded by Muslim women who came out to \\Ork for 
the acred call for the pre ervation of I lamic Jdeology, Mu -
lim way of life, Mu lim traditions and Mu lim nationhooo. 
Thi. movement may be termed a great hi tori al event of the 
century. 

The me year. the Quaid-i-Azam came to horc 
and I had an opp rtunity to tudy thi great per onality f 
the Islamic world. He addre ed a mammoth mcetin 
of women in the Jinnah ollcg for Girl at Multan R ad and 
met the women of Lahore to explain to them their dutic for 
the pre enation of the I lamic ideol gy and nati nlH od of 
I lam. ftcr that worn n u ed to meet ev ry year in th 
All-India Mu lim League e ion and Ii ten to the Qu:iid-i
Az m · peeche . Heu ed to pre ide him elf o er th gen I 
annual e ion and the women' annual 

Begum Muhammad Ali Jauhar wa a mem r f th 
Central W rking mmittee oft he League. h al pr ided 
o er the women' annual meeting. 

Mi F timn Jinnah had at\\ay ac mp 
Quaid during the e e i n and it g e great en urn m nt 
to\ omen to eethnttheyc uldfind pla eofh n urv.ith m n 
like Qu id-i-Azam ·and the men~ lk al re Ii d th t th tim 
h d c me for women t join the fr ed m m " ment 
th~t they c uld not be left b hind. 
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Girl tud nt F lcration and Muslim W1 men· National 
Gu. rd. Th y u ually an "Paki tan is our birth right; we 
' ill p. throu h m·iny torm ; w will live or die for Paki -
tan." They held th m sa c of Quaid-i-Azam cl sc t to 
th ir h 1r1 . A i nal h0nour was conferred on Begum 
Muh,1mnl'ld Ali, " ho was clc ted incmbcr of the Mu Jim 
L .1 u Workin ommittce and remain d o till her death. 

Th Quuid-i-Azam wa a true believer in J lam. Act
up m th dictates of rcli i n, he gave a place f honour to 
i ter. Mi s Fcttima Jinnah, in every se ion of Mu Jim 

gue. We ~th ays included w men leader a. members 
f the Workin ommitt e, as " ell as in All-India Muslim 

Le u C uncil. Whenever he addre sed a big gathering, 
h aly,ay in isted that there hould be a cparate arrangement 
in the pan I for ladie . It wa . here for the fir t time that I 
t rted delivcrin pccche to large gatherings. Thu the 

Quaid t k omen like u out of the cclu icin of their homes 
and br u ht them to the forefront t tackle the hard realities 
of !if . He in ariahly exhorted in hi peeche that women 
h uld b m de ctive participant in the truggle becau e 

th y are th cond arm of the nation. Life without them 
uld be inc mplete. 

When the Mu Jim women hearJ the appeal of the 
Q id-1- zam that he needed ilver bullet they unhe itatingly 

ffered their ornament . In thi ay the movement that freed 
the country al o freed the women from the bondage of the 
Ii ur v.. II of the hou e and they were accepted a member 

f a ciety which o far had exclusively belonged to men. 

E en after the emergence of Paki tan, the women con
tinued to t c ·le national problem like the rehabilitation of 
refugee and national ecurity and a ho t of other social prob
lem that came in the wake of the partition of the ubcontinent. 

GE ERAL ELECTIONS (1946) 

DURI G the course of the general election of 1946 the 
Qu id-i-Azam nted to a e the trength of his own 

p rty and i tructed the Women' League Sub-Committee 
to enli t every worn n a voter in the variou provinces. The 
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Quaid-i-Az m' order \HI th la t w rd f r u" in th Punj b. 
Every w rkcr made it a p int to cc that e cry Mu lim \ -
m-m' name wa re i ter d u a v ter. There w re nly four 
women at in the Punjab at that time. Two v.er meant f r 
Hindu and tw for Mu lirns. Begum Shah N,"' z fern ht 
the electi n from the outer Lahore area, while I fou ht the 
ele ti n from the inner Lahore con tituency. B th of u 
won with an overwhelming majority. S cnty-five p r e nt 

of the Mu lim voter had turned up to ca t their\'( tc , and th 
opponent. had their .ecurity forefeitcd. The Wl men did not 
fear their hrother or hu band , who, hcing Government 
servant , were pro- nioni t Party for d1e akc of exp dicncy 
or for protection of their ervice. Mi Mumtaz Shah n\vaz 
and other young organi er were every bra\c girl . They 
picked up the women voters in the pre. ence of a cnt of the 
Unioni t Government at every polling tation. Mi 1umtaz 
was a terror for the opponent and delivered fiery peeche . 

After thi thumping ucce of the M~ Jim Leagu 
in the election a meeting wa called by the Qunid-i-Azam 
at Delhi which wa attended by all the Mu Jim Lea u I aders 
and the ucce fut Mu lim candidate from all ov r the ub
continent. Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy, th then Prime 1ini -
ter of United Bengal, also came with a full contin cnt from 
Calcutta. It wa a great occa ion for all of u . We met 
each other, and our great leader the Quaid-i-A~ m, el o 
mixed freely \\ith all the gue t . Hi face wa gl \\in wilh 
joy. He congratulated everyone of u on the uc f th 
Mu Iim League and exhorted u to work hard day nd ni ht 
in our con ·tituencie . The day were not very f r h id, 
when we would have a eparate independent h met nd ~ r 
ourselve . He al o prai ed the \\ rk done by th " m n. 

S on after the election there 
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imprC c.!d b) our hectic tour \ hich \\Cn.: full r 
II I ( kec.I after the relief centre~ in Bihar. We \\Omen 

I utt and met • tr. Hu ayan hnhc d uhrawar y 
\\h \ th hicf Mini ter of B n al t that time, and als 

II d up n Syed Mahmood , the .duc·1tion Minister f Bihar, 
and appri ed him or the critical condition of the Muslims. 
Th r fu e wer made to sleep on the ground and cat rotten 
f od !thou h many amono t them \\ere sick. On my return 
from Bihar to I. hor • I also brou ht 40 p r. ons \\ ith me and 
•ot th m !ti d in the compound or my own house. Soon 
l had t l lc~ne them behind as I \\US arrc tccl in the i\il D1~
ob dicnce Mo,emcnt. 

CIVIL DI OB CL MO ·M · T 
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Among the ho were put behind the bars, 
ides me were Begum bah waz F' tima Begum. Begum 

umtaz bah az Begum aka K.hel. 
thor, i Im J n i ukhtar Majid 

i Hu an ra Haftzullah i usrat J ban and Mi 
Na ira idd1qui. re not attowed to see our relative!:. 
The daring act of Mumtaz Shah awaz or hoisting a 
green flag made out of her own dupatta on the top or the 
jail building annoyed the Si h lady J iter, Mrs. S udagar 
Singh. She ordered the women guard to beat u all. Mi 
Mumtaz Shah awaz wa b dty injured by 1 of them. She 
wa kept in solitary confinement in dirty urroundings. The 
Mu tim League inmates tarted rectting the Holy Quran and 
resorted to hunger trike. mason, wor ·na in 1de the jail, 
leaked out the ne of thi m ltreatment to the Muslim 
outside. Processions were taken ut daily towards the Sec
retariat and the jail. The achievement of one girl student 
Mi Fatima Sugbra will remain recorded in the annals of 
the Patti tan bi tory in golden letters· be boi ted the Paki tani 
ftag on top of the Secretariat after pulling down the Union 
Jack. 

The Muslim ma no oiced their political demands 
which included the di bandment of the Congress inistry in· 
the NWF'P and formation of u tim League inistry in 
its place. The holding of a r:f erendum in F'P to ascer
tain the opinion of the people hetber they ere in ravc-ur of 
Paki tan or not also one of their demand . The Mu lim 
League party 1n the Punjab the largest single party but it 
was not allowed to fcrm the Mini try. The Brita h were in 
league 'th the Unioni Party. The gitation again t 
the Umomst Government used the provincial exchequer 
R.s. 2S lac every day. The Bri • h Government got fed up 
with thi m agitation because the machinery of la and 
orde1 bad come to complete tand till and paralysed. 
Voluntary arrea on the u· icreue 

I during my ill" mpr:1101une111·t in jail. I 
under police custody to and f oral>ly 

he folio · d y. out to 
idenc:e or b I Joined 
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pro ion along with many other women. Tear gas hells 
thrown at u and many women fell to the ground in a 

wo n. In the after win went t M chi Gate t attend a 
public meeting. I m:ide a p ech and met the Mu. Jim League 
le d r who wer anxiou to know ah ut the happenings in 
the j ii. Wh n J returned horn I wa arre. tcd again and 
t:u:en to jail at midnight. escorted by many women police 
offic r . 

We'' re released on th1: 2 February, 1947. A week 
afl r the re!ca ewe came to know that women's civil di obe
di n e movement ''a in full swing in the NW P. Accom
panied by Begum Zubaida Shah I as a ked by the women's 
ub- ommittee to o to Peshawar and encourage the ladies 

ther to continue the movement. We were told that many 
women were injur d in a railway accident while they were 
1 rote ting on a rail\\ny brid c. The en inc driver fa train, 
who' a Hindu, did not stop the train and passed it under 
the brid \\ith accelerated speed. ome of the wom:m lost 
b 1 nee and fell from the bridge and su<;taincd injurie . 

Jn pite of tiff oppo ition by the Congress and other., 
we ucce ded in carrying the me age of the Mu lim League 
t our i tc and brothers in the Frontier, who joined us in 
the bi r 11y at Peshawar which was attended by more than 
20 000 pc pie. Thi impre ive cene was witnes. ed by the 

ic roy rd fountbatton and hi \\ife fr m the air. The 
Briti her c uld not imagine that a con ervative place like 
the Frontier could allo\ the womenfolk to come into the 
trc t and fight ~ r the freedom of the country. The Cong

rc ini try created hurdles in the way of women to attend 
thi hi t ric rally, but many of them undertook the Jong jour
ney on fo t. Prominent v.omen lea er of the Civil Di obe
dience 1 \ement in WFP ''ere Begum Amir Ahmad, Begum 
Z1 ri arfnrnz Begum Shireen Wahab Begum Mumtaz Jamal, 
Be um teh fuhammad and Begum Nazir Haider. A 
dele ation of 1u lim women al o called on Lord fountbatten 
and e pl med to him the cau e of the Civil Di obedience. 
mo\ement. The 1u lim women of Peshawar carried on 
he temp of thi movement for O\Cr two month . The 

G \Crnor of the W P met the \\omen leader and tried to 
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pc1 u. d th m to t p the f \Cmcnt but th y did not r c 
and <lcm 1ndcd that th Briti h G ' rnmc t h uld :;t t 

B 

wa 
to 
the 

• • • 
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ssion in 
c il n. Members 

ctiv . Begum Hnbibullah 
prominent member of the 

ommitt c in Bomhny wa pre ided 
Jinnah. 0 her members ' ere Begum 
B um S th Suhhan. Be um T n-abji, 

ri uddin and B gum Rehm tullah. Thi Com
mitt - v r db tter than any other committee a it wa under 
th dir t up r i ion of Mis Fatim Jinnah. 

r. The C mmittee have worked under the pre
f L dy H n Imam. Be um Youni Begum 
um khtnr, Be um Ataur Rehman and Mi s 

m Kh n were the member . 

am. B j;!um Ataullah wa a very prominent lady 
m n th {LJ lim of A m. She attended the All-India 

• u lim Lea ue e i n and gave report of the Committee, 
whi h w re tly appreciated by every one. 

C. P. B gum Khurshid Siddiq Ali Khan w:.i the 
1 jn pirit behind the Women· Committee in C. P. She 
fi rmed branche in m ny di trict , and wa a tirele lady. 
Her hu b nd wab Siddiq Ali Khan) was later Secretary to 
Prime ini ter Liaquat Ali Khan. 

Punjab. A Women' Committee wa formed under the 
leader hip of Lady aratab Ali with hundred of women 
enrolling a member . Fatima Begum, a \cry brave and 
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learned educationi t, wa the General Secretary of thi Com
mittee. She opened an office at Temple Road Lahore, and 
tarted calhng big meeting at Lahore and other part of the 

province. She, along with ome member of the Student 
Federation, reque ted the Quaid-i-Azam to addre a tudent • 
meeting and a women• meeting in Lahore, which he very 
graciou ly accepted. Thi wa the mo t hi torical nthering 
of women whi h laid the r: undation of Mu lim women• 
movement in the Punjab. The Quaid-i-Azam met the women 
of Lahore r: r the fir t time and found gr at zeal and dcv tion 
among them. The women were al o greatly impr ed by the 
Quaid' unique per onality and by hi peeche on Paki t n. 

The women made a promi e to the Quaid that they 
would not re t in peace until Paki t n wa achieved. I wa 
pre ent at that meetin and \\a ne of th c \\h w r t 
work for hi ideal whi h were the ideal of e cry Mu lim in 
the ubcontinem. rom 1938 to I 940 e w rked da and 
night touring all o r the pro ince a the Quaid-i- zam h d 
planned to call the AU-India u lim League i n at Lah re 
to pa the Pald tan Re olution. 

My memory is till cry fre h ab ut th 
preparatory programme wa bein made and e \\ere 
by the Quaid-i-Azam in connecti n with thi hi t ric meetin . 
A Reception Committe wa formed with Sir uhamm d 
Shah awaz of amdot a Pre ident and Mian B hir hm d 
a General Secretary. The Women ommitte w 
sented by Mi Fatima Jinnah. The whole of 
of emotion and e citement. The ni ni t G emment v.. 
unhappy to ee the entire province in tumult and w rkin 
devotedly r: r the forth-coming e ion. Ju t to ere te a itu
ation they fired at a pr e i n f the Khak r , killin~ them 
in large numbers. The women f Lah r came ut "ith 
great courage to help the Khaksar nd ffer d them r: od 
and comfort. 

All arrang ment for the member wh r c min 
from other part of Indi h d been completed. The I d~ 
members were to t y at l 1amia College f r Girl but ud
denly a rum ur pread that th i n \\ uld be 
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p tponcd b cau e the Unioni t Government had asked the 
Punjab Lea uc leaoer to inform the Quaid-i-Azam about the 
itu ti n. vcrvone wa ure of the po tponcment cf the 
c i n but nothin could stop that man of iron will. He said 

that nothing could stop the e sion and ordered us to go ahead 
with the preparation f r receiving the guests. The Quaid-i
Azam reached Lahore m time and the Pakistan Resolution 
w placed hcfore the naiton on the 23rd of March, 1940. 
Thi hi toric day i now celebrated as Paki tan Day in the 
country. 

fterwards, a mammolh meeting of women was held 
under the pre ident htp of Mi s Fatima Jinnah and was ad
dre ed by women leader from all the provinces. Begum 
Muhammad Ah Jauhar, Begum Shah N.lwaz, Begum Waseem, 
Lady Har on, Fatima Begum and I participated in the 
meeting. 

Thi unique gathering in Lahore inspired the entire 
Mu lim nation in the subcontinent. Men and women were 
all triving hard, trying to reach he goal. There were some 
diffi ... ult moment for u when we had to face the famine in 
B ngal the riot in Bihar, and the civil di obedience movement 
in the Punjab and in NWFP. We worked day and night 
prep ring garments, food and other necessities of life for the 
famine- tricken people in Bengal. It took a long time to 

<:: mplete thi h rd job, which went on until we were ordered 
to get ready for the c ming elections. The Quaid-i-Azam 
ordered us to go out to all towns and villages and get the 
w men voter regi tered. The Quaid-i-Azam knew that 

omen had greater faith in the ideology of Pakistan and dee
per love for I lam. Women regardless of wordly obligations, 
m de great crifice for I 1am and for their nation. 

A PEW GLIMPSES OF QUAID-1-AZAM. 

T HE Quaid-1-Azam was very graceful and pleasant, but 
he had an awe-inspiring personality. Whosoever met 

him wa imprc scd by hi talk and by his knowledge of politi-
1 ff airs. He was a man of few words, but what be said was 

convin"ing and precise. He created confidence in the hearts 
of hi audience. 
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H1: hrou •ht the fu lim ' omen out of the 
of old u tom nnd 1v th1:m confidcnc to t nd on 
own r ct and ' ork in th p !iti nl field along\ ith men. lk 
wns o generou nnd c nsidcratc that h l\\n) replied to our 
letter in very enconra ing \ ord . \Vhenc.:\Cr he cam to 

hor he tayed in Mnmdot ilia and ver) oft n all \\ ed 
the deputation or wom1:n to call on him. 

Once an old lady e pre ~d •r at cone m for hi he Ith. 
She aid," ir, pie. don t ne •I t your h al th. ur health 
i more imp rtant than an 'thin• cl . Pica c do take om 
tonic". Thc.: Quaid-i-J\zam miled and aid, "Thank y u 
very much, but my health i not bad; ( nly l ha' to work 
very hard. If you people qart working more than I do, that 
will be my tonic." 

Once I nc:ked him, "Sir, I hear )\)Ur hnu is very heauti
ful in B rnbay··. He aid "I cannot ay anything bout th 
hou e. but I believe in making my room c mfortablc pine 
so that afler a hard day' \\Ork I can b in a p accful ntm< -
phere. I havr got my room d:!corated by a f reign exp rt". 

In Karachi al a big dinner party t the re idenc f Sir 
Abdullah Har on. ''e f und him miling and e. chnn ing 
jokes with hi friend and folio ~er 

Once in Karachi l a 'k d him,• ir, p pl a . km '' hy 
your Quaid-i- zam ha taken all the ~a,\nb . and ir in hi 
Muslim League''. He looked at me and aid, "Th y are all 
educated and nice people: th y ar1: looking nftcr th int re t 
of th n, tion. They are taking are f th 1u hm L uc 
very well. When l to · charge of thi r anizati n. thcr 
wa nothing in t e:cc.:pt a typewriter. Th y are helpin~ u 
trcm ndou. ly and educating the u lim p liti lly \\ ith all 
their re urce . · 



the ne t delegati n. The third time, when he wa not th~re, 
Prin bida Sultana wa ent a a member of the delegation 
to the U. • 

Th e were the qualitie that endeared him to our 
heart , wher he i en hrined for ever a a great man and a 
great leader. 

Begum Salma Tasadduque Hu ain (born ugu t 11, 
1908) joined Mu Jim League in 1937 and worked under the 
guidance of the Quaid-i-Azam for the creation of Pakistan. 
She wa a member of the Provincial Legi lativc Assembly for 
12 year from 1946 to 1958. Wa elected by the Quaid-i
Azam a a member of the first Paki tan delegation to United 

at ions. 
A a ocial w rker he went to Bihar in 1946 during 

the communal riot there and vi ited all the town affected by 
the riot atom~ v. ith women members of the Bihar Provincial 

sembly. Wa Secretary, Punjab Mu lim Women League, 
from 1940 to 195 . The Punjab Unioni t Government arrest-
ed her in hore for Mu lim agitation in the province. 

In 1951-52 he made a tour of various countries in 
Europe. In 1957 he i ited China a a member of the Pakis
tan Parliamentary Delegation. 

In 1958 he wa appointed the Deputy Mini ter for 
hour to the G vernment of We t Paki tan and helped in 
1 ing riou labour pr blem . 

She ha written n number of poem and articles on 
omen mo cment in Paki tan. Her rdu tran 1ation of 
lcopatra y Rider Haggard has been publi hed in two 

edition . 
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By Begum bai ta Jkramallab 

Women and Politics 

T HE Quaid-i- zam belie ed in women taking part in 
politics. He had come to thi belief not only when he 

launched the lim League movement, but had believed in 
it for a cry long ime. 

On 14th ptember 1948, when a mem rial meetin 
for the Quaid-i-Azam a h ld in Ca t n H 11, nd n, 
Mi ghatha H rri n one of the peakers n that occ i n 
said, and as far a rem mber the e er her ord : "When 
Jinnah wa a tudent in London the ufrragette mo em nt a 
gathering momentum; but e h d very f cw ympathi er 
and upportcrs. Y ung Jinnah ho ever alway me to 
our meetings and in defence of ote f r w men. 
then he as not afraid f championin an unpopular u 

Yes, he wa not afraid of cham ioning unp pular c u 
or difficult ta k and that i why m ny years 1 tcr he undcrt 
to champion the cau of the u lim minority in lndia. 
And bccau e he belie ed in men ha in equal political 
right he immediately a ociated them with the mo cmcnt 
he launched. At one of the carlie t ion of the u lim 
League held in Patna the u lim League W men Sub
mittee was formed and the following r lution p 
"'Whereas it is necessary to afford adequate opportunitie t 

women for their development and growth in order to parti
cipate in the struggle for socia~ economic and political emanci
pation of the Muslim nation in India it is resolved that 
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All-lndi u lim Women Sub-Committee be formed with 
th f 11 win object in view : 

t. To organi e Pro incial and Di trict Women Sub-

2. 

3. 

mmittee under the Di trict Mu lim League. 
To cnli t lar e number of women to the mem
ber hip of the Mu lim League. 
To carry on inten ive propaganda among the 
Mu Iim women throughout India in order to 
create in them a en e of greater political 
c nsciousne . 

4. To advi e and guide them in all uch matter as 
mainly re t on them for the uplift of the Mu Jim 

ociety. 
The Ii t of the member who had the unique honour 

of belonging to the fir t Sub-Committee of the Muslim League 
a f 11 w : 

Punjab : I. Begum Shah rtwaz· 2. Mrs. Rashida 
tif. 

Bombay : I. Mi . Fatima Jinnah : 2. Mr . Faiz 
Ty bji · 3. Begum Hafizuddin. 

Bengal : I. Begum Shahabuddin; 2. Mr . M. M. 
I p bani. 

. P. : I. Be um Habihullah; 2. Begum Aizaz 
R I· 3. B um Wa im; 4. Begum Mohammad Ali: 
5. B l?um awab I mail Khan; 6. Mi Rahila Khatoon. 

C. P. : 1. Mi adir Jehan of Sooni; 2. Begum 
a\\ b Siddia Ali Khan. 

Behar : 1. Lad J mam; 2. Begum Akhtar. 
am : 1. Mr . Ataur Rahman ; 2. Mrs. J. Khan. 

ind : 1. Mr . Tayabji · 2. Lady Hidayatullah; 
3. Berum hah an; 4. Lady Haroon. 

D lhi ~ I. r . H in Malik; 2. Mr . ajmul 
Ha an· 3. Be um Rahman . 

. F. P.: 1. Be um Haji S dullah Khan; 2. Mr . 
Kha aj Alla Bux. 

Qure ha 
adra : 1. Mr . Aye ha Kulhamoro Haji; 2. Mr . 

Th c pi ncer membc f the Mu Jim League Working 
Sub- mmitte di 'aluable ork in creating political 
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~on ciou ne am n • w men and carrying the me age of 
Mu lim Leagu in th h me and t) the ladie who till then 
were completely unc nccrned ahout politic . 

In Delhi B gum Hu ain M lik and Begum Ki hwar 
Rahman, m mber of th W men' Suh-Committee. had 
organi ed a hr nch to carry out the objecti e of the Res lu
tion. It activitie , how r, till 1943 e ion of the All-India 
Mu lim League which wa held in D lhi. were confined more 
or le to ociul work. 

In April 1943. the All-India Mu lim League c. ion 
wu held in Delhi. It wa one of the momentou e ion of 
the League, for in the la t i year fter it had been rcor ani -
cd under the pre idcnt hip of Quaid-i-Azam and had gathered 
terrific momentum faced great tre e and train and ame 
out tronger for it. Holding the e ion in the Imperial Capi
tal it elf v.a of great ignificance and it wa imp rtant that it 
hou\d ucceed; and it did. 

It wa one of the mo t pectacular c ion f the 
League; and to make it a ucc we the few women member 
of the Delhi Branch of the League worked \Cry hard. W 
formed a Reception ommittee to arrange f r ac mmodatt n 
for women d legate who were e pectcd t come and tried t 
rai e fund for the Lea ue. 

How difficult it . in tho e day ju t 33 year a , t 
even ell ticket for the Reception Committ f the u Jim 
League, for Delhi wa the nerve centre of officialdom and 
Government er ant ' i e hied a ay from the name f 
anything political. "Pl asc buy a u lim Lea~uc ti kct:• 
•Oh, no. My bu band i a Go rnment en.-ant: 

mine " l ' ould retort and ' you don't have t ell y ur ul 
because of it. But thi did not cut much ice. lt merely 
gave me a reputation for fanatici m. I elected a member 
of All-India u Jim Le gue Women Sub-Committee in 
April 1943. 

Underterred ent our way selling ti et t tho 
ho would buy them and did whate er we could, and the 

se ·on a a tremendou u . The Quaid-i- zam wa 
taken out in a proc:cs ion through the trcet of Delhi. ext 
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<.I. y he 'a' a three-hour pre id ntial add res .. in the midst 
f vohich it \\a • nnounced that the Fa1\ul Haque 1inistry 
\hi h '' formed in co.llition \\ith the Hindu members of the 

B n al Le i \, tivc ouncil in Bengal had fallen. We were 
"ubilant, and there \\as an atmosphere of joy f r the rest of 
the e i n. 

1 he women' cs ion wa heh.I l n the third afternoon 
under the pre identship of Lady Haroon. We reiterated the 
obj ctives of the League and passed similar r olutions~ but 
for women the emphasi. was still on reform ano cducati n. 
11iat \\C \\ere holding u ·cs ion of our O\ n, wa a reat 
1hin , but to my mind of greater i nifi ancc was the fact that 
\c were alt ndin' the men's session as well. There was a 

pl cc r rved for the ladies in purdah. but a few of u at 
ut id purdah on the dai . I cannot sufficiently cmpha ise 

ho\\ important thi \\:l , the mere fact that ,..,e could sit there 
in th full view of men without a murmur from the audience, 
m j rity of whom consi tcd of the mo t orthodo. clements 
in our iety. It was a great achievement, an achievement 
made p ible by the Quaid-i- zam, having Mis Jinnah 
ttendin the e sion \\ith him. He had already reached a 

p ilion when he could oo "hat he \\anted, and the public 
accept d it. If it wa all right for Mi Jinnah to it in an open 

ion fthe Mu Jim League. it\ a all right al o for the re t 

f u t do \ e attended all the e ions. Begum Aizaz 
R ool made a peech: Be um Ba hir Ahmad al o made a 
peech and ave a •enerou donation: the era of women's 

p rticipation in the work r nation building had tarted. 

In le than two years after the Mu lim Women Sub-
mmittee had b en formed. a 1u lim Women Students 

Federation w al organi ed. There already exi ted a 
Mu lim tudent Feder tion under the pre ident hip of Raja 
S hi of ahmo bad, ut becau f purdah and other 
r triction of our ciety it wa not po ible for girl tudent 

or· along ide with men. and. therefore, it was found 
necc ry to form a eparate Federation for Mu Jim Women 
Student . Raja Sahib of Mahmoodabad appointed me the 
con ener and the fir t office-bearers of this Committee were 
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three Sludents from Tndra-Prasta College, Delhi, who ''ere 
sent to me by Mis Fatima Jinnah. They were : Miss Aiy ha 
Hussain (President). Mi s Humera Hashmat Ali (Secretary), 
Miss Tahira (Treasurer). 

These young girls were intelligent, talented and idcali -
tic, and though none of them has fulfilled their early flromi c 
by subsequently making a mark on the political scene of 
Paki tan. they made a aluahlc contribution towards it at that 
time. 

We decided to organise a conference in February 
1942. in Delhi at the Anglo-Arabic Colle c. It \\as a mode t 
little affair. but of great significance for the \Cry idea of un
married girls coming unchaperoned from other cities to ahend 
a conference. tnying in a place "ith people unkno,,n to their 
families. was considered a revolutionary thin in tho e da .. 

We had about a dozen delegates. Mi s Taz en 
Habib\lllah (no" Be um Tazccn Fandi) from LucknO\\ · H 
Sultana Kazi and Mt Zobra Kazi from Meerut; nnd Fatima 
Begum. a veteran worker for Mu Jim cause .. from Lahore 
who brought with her half a dozen girl as delegate from her 
college. Her participation ave our amateur eff rt pre til!c 
and an air of a real conference: her attitude and support \\Cre 
most encouraging. 

We held the conference in the la rue hall of the An lo
Arabic ollege. lt " s meagrely attended, arcly th tv. 
fir t rov. c uld be filled; and the e were mo tly tudent 
and a few pcr · onal friend . Mu lim \\Omen \\ere not much 
intcrc ted in politic r political nf rence in Fe ruary 
1941. 

We, however. carried on the pr cc inp 
fcrence a if it \\ere a large and v.ell-attended 
Fatima Jinnah had kindly pr mi ed t inaugural it. 
illne prevented her fr m doing o. nnd ther ~ re B 
Ki h\\nr R hman pcrf rmed the opening cerem ny. B 
Aizaz Ra ool pre ided and her printed addre g 'e u 
thing of a cache (. it). The young delegate made imr 
. peech and \\ e pn ed re. lution up rt in. the d m:md 
C r Paki tan, c ndemning the prejudice to\\ard Urdu, et . 
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ond nnu. I onferencc l)f the Federation was 
h ,1rh • t the Muslim Girls ollcge. The very fact 
thnt '·a b in' h hi there made it a much bigger affair. 

m n th dele .1te v. ho att nd d the ccond conference was 
Kh nzadi Z ri. arfraz. who till recently was one of the most 
di tin ui h d member of the National s embly of Pakistan, 
• nd brilliant Mi Mumtaz Shah awaz had also joined the 
Feder ti n • v.el\ a bc1.:ame the member of the Delhi Branch 
of the Mu lim Women Sub- ommittec and her coming 
had dd d fire and a da h to it. 

I ikc the Mu Jim W men·s Sub-Committee, efforts 
wer m:ide t form branches of the tudents Federation in 
l therp rt of the uh-continent, and branche '"ere e tabli hed 
in . P. nd Ben al. 

ln of 
for 

in n of the me tin of Mu Jim Women Student Federa
ti n in Delhi. 1t wa in March 1946. Thi meeting was 
al h Id in the amc Anglo-Arabic College in \\hich the 
fir t meetin v.a held and barc\y t\loo row had been filled. 
On thi ion. the h JI wa full to capacity and women 
cro ded the corridor and even the garden . It \I.as an indi-

tion r the sp ed •ith which political consciousness had 
pr d mon t women. 

The Qu id-i-Azam accepted v.omen' participation 
in p litics on equal term . They were subject to the same 
di iplinc and di ·plinary action as men members. When 
he ordered men to ab tain from cooperating with the British 
G vernmenf war ed'orts he asked women to do the same. 
He expcc.ed people who joined the Muslim League to make 

crificc . 
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I had been a kcd by the Government of India to 
attend th Pacifi Reta.ion Conference in 1945, hut the Quaid
i-Azam did not permit me to do o, and he took the trouble, 
a he did in many other in tance to e plain the rea on 
patiently and in detail. After he had ucceeded in con incin 
me by rea oning, a. I ot l'P to \eave he added, "One day you 
wil1 go a the repre entati e of the Mu lim League with h nour 
and with ri ht to . peak on its behalf.' He remembered thi 
pr mi e for within i weeks of the e tahli hment of Paki tan 
he a. ked me to go a a de le •ate to the U. . But a I could 
not go for health rea ons, he sent me the ne t year. It i one 
of my greate t regret that he did not ti e to tell me whether 
he thou ht hi choice wa justifi d. 

The Quaid-i-Azam did not encour,1ge entiment lily 
and emotionali m · he tried to inculcate a rational attitude. 
I aw him returning jewellery ghen by women to the Mu lim 
League fund, aying tnat they hould a k their hu band before 
doing it. He appreciated solid work mor than dr,1matic 

ne 

t a dinner part. a rather pett 
n the Quaid nd I flared up and 
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later rep rted the incidem to the Quaid. He con idered 
it t o tri\ial a matter for me to ha e bothered. I mention 
thi bee. u e the Quaid ha heen accu ed of per onal vanity. 

o one \\ho i vain regard even a trivial attack on him as un
important. The detractor of the Quaid often ay that he was 
arrogant, ungraciou and rude. I can only say that I never 
found him so. He wa certainly aloof. and did not find it 
ea y to ma lee Ii ht conver at ions, nor did he try to exercise 
the facile charm which so many leader. put on. But I alway 
found him e tremely courteou , patient and kind. not only 
during the fortnight or o in Simla when I had the privilege of 
ccing him almo t every day, but al o in Delhi where 1 sa' 

him frequently. 

the atmo phere at that time wa urcharged with 
p litic and l wa in touch with many prominent members of 
the Indian Congre a well. I discussed the point of view 
they put f rward to me. The Quaid alway gave me a patient 
hearin , and alway ucceeded in con incing me of the correct
ne f hi own. Thi wa not because he di regarded other 
peopl • p int of view, or forced hi opinion on them. or did 
not reply t one' argument . but he wa so thoroughly :ind 
in!lle-mindedly con inced of the correctne of hi point of 

view that he could not help but convince others also. Call 
it hypnoti m, but any one whom he thought worth his while 
he al\\ay ucceeded in con incing him. I mention the fact 
that he thought it worthwhile to convince omeone as un
important a my elf to prove that the Quaid' criterion of im
portance a incerit. . I ha e compared my experience with 
other un pc pie who had the pri ilege of meeting the 
Quaid and their c perience i the ame. The per on the 

aid did not ha e time or patience for were those who e 
b nafide he wa not c n inced of and who came to di cuss 
m tter for the ke of di u ion. 

The Qua1d-i-Azam wa a man of i ion. a man who 
acted n \\hat he belie cd. A a . oung man he had supported 
the cau e f v.omen · when he returned from Ennland, he put 
hi i ter in a n ent school. lt a an unprecedented 

n_ the Mu Jim of that time. If the Quaid 
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Such a m n \\a the Quaid-i-Azam. He brought our ship 
to p rt. but f tc did not allo him to captain it for long. 
W ha\ tri d, ho\\ ever inadequate! •• to follow his directives 
and r tr. ing to reach the cal towards which he pointed. 

B um Ikramullnh wa Mem er of the first Con tituent 
mbl f Paki tan (1947-53) and \\a al o member of the 

fir t Ad i ory B ard f ducat ion, G 'ernment of Paki tan 
(1947- 5 . he tudied the edu ational y tern in USA under 
th im n· untz Le de hip Grant in 1950 and made a clo e 
tud. f e cry type of ch I in . K. between 1954-59. 

ritten m ny article on variou 
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By B<'gum G. A. Khan 

Emancipation of Women 

re_ard. a well a from hi tr n 
devotion to hi i ter Mi F tima Jinnah and hi great 
regard for her opinion . i Fatima Jinnah. 1 f el, 
an exact replica of her illu riou brother in e ry re pc t. 
Having been brought up by him and al o having rem. ined 
con tantly under the influence of hi dynamic pe nality 
thi wa but natural. In fact I per onallyfeel that 1i Fatima 
Jinnah wa a ymbol of the ideal Mu Jim v;oman a 'a 'i unl
i ed hy the Quaid-i-Azam. 

There are numerou tatement in which the Quaid+ 
Azam e paused the cause of Mu lim v;omen and advocated 
their complete participation in a\1 walk of life. In the 
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t, t m nt h outlined the c pected rok and plac of women 
in a pro re ive Muslim country. In hi addr s to the Ali-

rh u lim nive ity Students nion m March, 1944, he 
s id. " nation can ri e to the height of glory unlc s it 
women work idc hy side with men. We are ictims of e il 
-cu t m . It i a crime a •ninst humanity that our women 

r hut up within the four wall of the homes a prisoner ••• 
There i no anction anywh re for the deplorable condition 
in which our womenfolk have to live. You should take your 
worn n a Ion with you in e .. ery sphere of life, avoiding the cor-
rupt pr. ctic of we tern .ociety." 

Even when the movement for a separate homeland 
\\ll yet in it embrvonic state and the Quaid-i-Azam was 
bu y mobili ing the Mu lims of the uh-continent, he reali ed 
th imp rt nc of women' involvement for the success of his 
mo' ment. on equently at the annual session of the 

11-lndi Mu lim Lea ue in Patna in 193 • a committee com
pri in pr minent Mu lim Women of the ubcontinent was 
~ rmed. ith the wi~ of Maulana Mohammad Ali Jauhar as 
it pre idcnt; Mi Fatima Jinnah played the role fan adviser 

mmittee. This committee wa in tructed to set up 
pr incial nnd di trict women' committee to enrol women 

nd to ar u e in them p litic l con ciou nes and de ire for a 
arate h meland. Re ponding to the Quaid-i-Azam's 

clari n call u lim women played an active role in the strug-
le ~ r a eparate homeland. When a referendum took 

place in the Fr ntier Pro ince and a mas ive host of burqa
clad omen me out of their homes, the Engli h Governor, 

ir Geor unningham, cried out : "Pakistan is made." 
Jn the Punjab, n y ung girl tudent wa ucces ful in hoi ting 
the u Jim League flag on the Civil Secretariat building in 

h re in place of the Union Jack. Apart from this, there 
arc hundred of incident depicting the constructive and vital 
T le played by uslim women in the creation of a eparate 
homeland. Recognising the worth of these ervices, the 

aid-i- zam tated on 18th April, 1946, at the Muslim 
Con cntion in Delhi : "It is a matter of great happiness 
that u lim women are also undergoing a revolutionary 
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change. Thi change is of great importance. No nation 
in the world can progre until its women walk side by ide 
\\ith the men" . 

When P ki tan came into hdng. the Quaid-i-Azam 
issu d thi tutem nt on 24th August. 1947 : "I call upon 
C\ery Paki tani u lim man and w mun n t to be led 3\\ay 
hy rrnw. Th y ha c uff r d a I t and have made many 
, acriftcc . for th formation of their national tute. Now 
it i fort 1cm t build it. .. .' It can he reali cd fr m thi 
that fr m th ,cry inception l f P. ki tan the Qu~1id-i-Az, m 
mpha i ed \\Omen's participation in nation-huildi1H! :icti\i-

ti . e rly 1947 Paki tan· de! g tion to the nited 
N ti n in lud d a " m n and two \\Om n mcmh ' r 
includ d in th C n titu nt cmbly of P, ki tan. 
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I wa asked to help the commander in looking after the 
refugees. 

The Quaid-i- zam had constantly stre ed the need 
for Mu Jim w"men's participation in all spheres of life, as 
an e scntial condition for progre s. While outlining their 
expected role in the Muslim society, he laid a great deal of 
empha i on their participation in politics and in social wel
fare work. He also tre sed their ~real respom.it::ility as 
mothers and teacher in proper upbringing of the young. 
On 28th March, 1948, in a broadca t from Radio Pakistan, 
Dacca, the Quaid-i-Azam said: "Nauon-building and consoli
dation i a difficult task. Women have to play a very impor
tant role in this regard. Women are the prime architects of 
the character of the nation's youth, who form the backbone 
of the State. J am fully aware that Muslim women stood 
ftrmly behind their menfolk in the struggle for a separate 
homeland. And in the greater struggle for building up of 
Pakistan that now lies ahead, let it not be said that the women 
of Pak' tan lagged behind or failed in their duty". 

Thi tatement amply demonstrates the Quaid-i-Azam's 
appreciation of women's ervice in the struggle for a separate 
homeland. It also illustrates his strong desire for women's 
participation in nation building activities. But here the em
phasi i laid mainly on women's role as builders of the cha
racter of the nation's youth. It was his keen interest in the 
training of youth that led him to con ider the matter of train
ing young girl as useful citizens, conscious of their social and 
national obligations. At a time when the young nation of 
Pakistan was barely able to stand on its feet and there were 
numerous problems of varied dimensions to be tackled, the 
Quaid-i-Azam considered the training of young girls an equally 
vital matter. 

I received a telephonic message from his Military 
Secretary on the 15th November, 1947, inviting me to the 
Governor's House, Labore, at S p.m. the next day to meet the 
Quaid-i-Azam. I was very happy to receive this message, but 
being the Secretary of the Punjab Relief Committee in those 
days I thought I bad been called probably in connection with 
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relief operati n.. When the great moment arrived and I 
\\a pre ented before the Quaid-i-Azam. little did I knO\\ that 
I \\a~ uhout to be entru ted \\ ith a sacred trust by the Father 
of the ation. l still remember hi unforgettabk \\Ords ; 
"Build up the youn ; they will erve the country''. He en
trust d me \\ ith the mission or organizing the Girl Guide 
mo\'ement throughout the country. This reflects the Quaid-i
Azum' intere t in the pr gress and development of women 
of the youn er gener tion to prepare them to face their re -
pon ihilitie-,. 

Fatima Jinnah and disscusscd th 
det iii of or nizin thi mm ement. on equcntly. as ordered 
by the F.1thcr of the tion. l set off to work ut once. A 
me tin' of r pre entntiv s fr m all the pro\incc \\a. called 
!1y i Fatim. Jinnah at the Governor-General' Hou c 
Karachi on 27th D ccmher, 1947. She "a rcque tcd to h 
th patron of the org nintion. \\ hich she raciou ly. c ptcd. 
l \\U unanim u ly lcctcd ationa\ ommi ioner of Paki tan 
Gir Guide ciation. I tarted the \\Ork of or ani ing the 

emcnt \\ith great zeal and cnthu in min th 
~'holec untry. 

On 2 th Januar .. 194 , Mi Jinnah c.illed m t 

Kar chi. h inform d me that the Quaid-i- zam ' anted 
m t attend the W )rld Conference f Girl Guide and Girl 

s r th P ki t n 

c 
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he Quaid-i- 71\m further c;aid that \\hen you go out 
f the c untry you ar the r r onification of your country 

for the pc pie there. Theref 1e. the wa. you behave or act. 
pc pl d\1 jud e your c untry from that. You hould he 
con t ntly i ilant lhat • u o n t c mmit a mistake which 
v. uld b cau e of nn iet) nnd degradation for your country. 
The Qu id-i- zam • I aid that when you go for participa
ti n in me conferenc , the activitie you undertake out ice 
th conference hall arc equally important, and ometimes 

imp rt nt. bee u e y u meet people and they meet 
y u. The' enquire about the condition in y ur country 
and v.ha e er y u tell them they \\ill believe you. Therefore, 
pc pl int ndin to out f the countr hould not utter 

in hich v.ould be harmful for their country. or somc-
thin hi h i not c rrect. If the country i faced by any 

!em. then ;ou hould be fully c mer ant v.ith it. o that 
u public opini n in fa our of your country. 
\lihen J ent t attend thi c nfcrence, at that 
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1ime people wanted inf rmati n regarding the refugee problem. 
Being a refugee myself, J wa well r ed with thi problem. 

I ucce fully ace mpti h d my mi ion and the 
Paki tan Girl Guide ociation wa accepted a a member 
of the W r1d ociation of Girl Guide and Girt Sc ut . 
When I wa happilyb und formyc untry my j y on turned 
orrow. During the flight a the plane ne red Karachi, the 

air-ho te m urnful1y informed u that the athcr of the 
ation had pa ed away. It wa 11th Septemb r. 194 . 

Our beloved Quaid-i- zam had left for hi hea enly 
ab de. but in a hort pan f time after the form. tion f 
Paki tan he did not neglect th pr re of women. In f t, 
the po ition of w men wa tr n ly entrenched in P ki tan 
by the Quaid-i- zam. The part pl y d by our '' men in 
the trugg1e for lndependenc and the appre i ti n f th c 
effort oy the Father of the iti n ga e women c nfid nee 
and the urge to fight for their right . Their dedicated eff rt 
for rehabilitation of refugee howed their ability f r i l 
work. It wa felt by all that in 1 ement of omen in de\e
lopment effort of the c untry i e ential. 

The Quaid' c nc rn t train y ung 
their r le in nati n-building acti itie i ident fr m the 
way he took intere t in e tabli hing the Girl Guide m ' m nt 
in the country. i Fatima Jinnah remained the p. tr n f 
the A ciation a long as he li ed. he al ay lu
able ad ice in rgani ati nal matter f th 
alway made in piring and h art- arming 
Guide rallie and other functi n . The Quaid 
up the young· they ill rv the country' l 
ear . My colleague and I continue t rk h rd t 
y ung worn n and girl . The Paki tan Girl Gui 
tion i today a ell-establi hcd and tr ng rg ni 
P ki tan. 

fter the refug 
that aw men organi 
entati e of om n from all the pr in 

invited by Begum Liaquat li 
Mini ter Hou at arachi in 

so 



m 

ununimou ly clcctc<l Pre i<lent of 11-
< ciation and I \\,\ elected cm:ral 
office trom January 19.i9 t October 
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towards the building up of a strong and pro perou Paki tan. 
In this way the women will he fulf.\ling the importnnt role 
foreseen by the Father of the Nation, Quaid-i-Azam Moham
mad Ali Jinnah. 

Regum KhudeJa G. . Khan (B. A., R. T.) i. dnup.htcr 
or the late Mr. G .rnlam Moh anin Khan. H me 1ini ter, 
Fnridk t State. an<l widlw. of the 1: te Col. G. A. Khan J. 1. . 
In pector G neral of Pri on . PL njah. 

In the field f ocial "clfnre" rk. Begum G. A Khan 
i Honorary \1tionnl Cc mmi c;ioner, Paki tan Girl Guide 
A ci ti n, "ince D cember. 1947; and Member Punjab 
S cial S r ice B ard. ince 1973. ~he ha al b en acthely 
a ciated v.ith Paki tan Women V luntary eni , 11-
Paki tnn Women'. A ci, tion ( PW ), and Paki tnn R d 
Cro . (now Paki tnn Red Cre cent Society). 

She "a Parlinmentary Seer tary, Edu ati n. 
G vernment(195:-t956); Deput Mini terf r Social 
We t Paki tan (195€-195 )· and Member, Paki tan 
A embly {1962 to 1969). 

A ational Girl Guide Commi ioner he rcpr nted 
Paki tan at the W rld nferencc of Girl Guide and Girl 
Scout held in US in 1948; wa leader of the Paki tan Girl 
Guide delegation to the W rld Conferen f Girl Gui 
and Girl S ut hela in Denmark (1963) and in Jap n 1 
'i ited People' Republic f China and the SSR a a mcm er 
of the ational A emhly Parlimentary Dclqati n in 1 66 
and 1967, re pcctivel ; and wa member of the P ki t n dele
gation to the United at ion General mbly i n (1975). 
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By Khur hid Ara B~gum. awab iddiq Ali Khan 

Women and Independence 

and 

i ter . particularly the 
un er i er i Fatima Jinnah. Actually. Mi s Fatima 

Jinn h. rov;ing up and educ tion were done a per the 
de ire of the Q aid-i-Azam. Mi Fatima Jinnah al o loved 
her rthy brother cry much. to the extent of devotion. The 
Quaid-i- zam did not imply love her but re pected her a 
Jot. Th ugh he wa much younger than he, yet v. henever 
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Mi F,\tim \ Jinnah cnt red a room the Qu:.ii<l-i- zam wa 
in. he u c<l to ct up out of her re pect for her. 1is F, tima 
Jinnah \\anted to he a dcnti t, and to thi the Quaid a recd. 

B mhay "a the only place in India "here 
n ither ''omen' due. til n nor employment' a looked do\\n 
upnn amon' fo lim ; ordinarily women in the Bomha. pro
\'incc did not oh er purdah. The Qu. id-i- 1nm did not 
appr v ol purdah. He belie,cd in purdah a i e:rc tc<l in 
I lam and not ju;.t puttin a ' ii ov r the fac . 

4 



re f rmed. The ta k of 
w,1 to form in turn either 

uh-cnmmitt e o th. t pro ramme and 
.Mu lim Le u were prora •ated among the 
of India. b. holdin. monthly meeting in 

ol' the Central 
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n\1, I Girl 

Ali Kh,111 \\ho \\, ,1 

A cmbly of lndi.1, Four or fi 
D lhi the Quaid-i- wm und Mi 
of u tt lunch, t th ir r idcncc urnn •zcb Ro d, , 'cw 
Delhi. 1 hou >h I hud m t the Quaid \ fore ·et I f \t n r 11 

under the dyn mic infil en ·of hi per on lity. Durin the 
di cour c I informed him bout the' rk done • the u lim 
women' ub·c mmittce in m • pro\ince. The Qu, id-i-Azam 
w,1s intcrc led in kn \\ing the prob\ m ,md difficultie ein 
ncounh:rcd. l told him the 1u lim \ omen were r luctant 

h u and 
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on w rkin day an<l night throughout the length and breadth 
of th untry t c nqu r hill-high problem . By the grace 
of G , p liti I con ciou ne wa oon er ated among the 
w men and they d loped the courage and confidence to 
m rch C rnard and work alon with men. 

The P ki tan Re olution, oa ed in 1940 in the hi toric 
city of ahor , in pired the Mu lim women to work with 
gre.\t r zeal for the.; achic,ement of national goal. The Punjab 
W< men'\\ re more educ. ted. more enthu ia tic, and had better 
p liti al under tandin . In the hot political climate of the 
provin c, the Khiz.u H.1yat Khan admini~tration arre. ted all 
the lady t p !cadet of Muslim eaguc becau e they had led 
a pr c i n of \\omen a ain t \he government there. The 
Pre ident f ind W men' Sub-Committee Lady Sir Ghulam 
Hu in Hidayatullah and Begum Shabaan. Secretary of 
the ub- mmittee, \\ent to the Punjab to take part in the 
p litic l agit ti n there. dy Hidayatullah ha mentioned 
that m ny w men from Sind were ready to g' to the Punjab 
t parti ipat in the proce iou but there were nedflc in truc
t1on from the Pun_iall Mu lim League not to end many wo
men be u c of nefariou intention of Khizar Hayat admini$
trati n. 

The re p n i ility to lead an important proce ion 
entru ted t Lady Hidayatul\ah. She wa holding the 

u lim Lea t:e flag and a leading the proce ion. The 
purp f thi proce ion wa to get the Paki tan Re olution 
accepted by mean of peaceful ci ii di obedience. On it \\ay 
t the pr incial Secretariat building. the women in the pro
c i n ere encirct d by a police force. There \\a a lathi
char e nd te r a but the proce i n kept on mo' ing and 
fin 11 ent r d the building of the provincial Secretariat. Lady 
Hid yat llah ked ne of the girl f the Mu lim League 

ti nal Guard t climb up the building and hoi t the Mu lim 
Lea ue ft there. That bra\e girl did the job \\ith e treme 

nd ura e. When the Quaid-i- zam heard of 
f \ict ry played on hi lip . He congratulated 

omen particularly that bra e girl. nfortunately no one 
her name but our future gen ration \\ill remember 
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crct\\a, of p ningi \ck ~ith 

It i. , id that the Quaid-i-J\7. m "' tiif in hi , ttitudc, 
but my c perience i c ntr, ry t thi oh er.at ion. I f und 
him conde cencting, !>)'mp th tic and kind. 

In the prime of int r in \ 941, my hu band and 1 h. 
ju t returned t agpur fr m my home ity of mra ti aft r 
attending the marriage of my youn er i ter Bilqui Jamal 
\\hen the pro,incia\ admini tr. ti n arre tcd my hub, nd 
the late l a'' ab iddiq \i Kh, n under the Defence l f lndi 
Rule . The ch. r e v.a that my hu band h. d ad'e e\y riti
ci ed th BritL h G 'ernment in a public meeting. He h. d 
ind cd ma ea peech critici ing the Briti h action in lran and 
thi g. c th conwre G \ rnmcnl f the prO\ince an cu e 
t ar e t m~ hu band. 

Bri k prepar tion v.er b ing made in tho e d 
a r, nd me ting f II-India Mu lim Student F derati n t 

agpur. The Quaid-i- zam' a to pre ide o er thi mectin 
and m: hu band v.a making the nee ary prepar, ti n r r 
it. en the fo lim p pulation came to know of my hu -
band· arrc t they becam m re enthu ia tic and v. rked till 
harder t mak the Mu lim Student Feder ti n meeting 
pectacular ucce . The Quaid-i-Azam pre ided over the 

mamm th meeting and it vra a great uc e . When I re h
ed the venue of the meeting, the' hole area ech ed with the l -
gan of Quaid-i- zam Zinda bad and Siddiq-e-Mill t Zind d 
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h n ur 1 f m hu b.1nd. Th Quai<l-i-Anm nnd fr;c; 

• rec h d m 1 n the <lai~. Thi i 

ngratulation 

f 19 7 the\\ men· 

c rcrs \\er engaged to enc 
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refre~hments. 1 he "omen office-hearer and rved 
the hu >e gathcrin '. ']he Quaid-i-,\zam "a" v1.:ry happy. 
Add res ing the >atherin he aid, "ll If of Paki tnn i y ur 
bccau e you ha ... e put in no le dfort to achiev1.: it th n the 
men." 1 hi i how the Q,1aid·i- zam recogni ed the" rth 
of women a a force and nlaced them in equality ,dth men. 

W lll1 n played n i >nificant rnl in the creation of 
Paki tan; even after it crcati 'n they worked day and ni ht 
for it pro perity, t hility nml inte rity. The Founder of 
Paki tan gave women a \'cry important and hi h pince b. n o
ciating them practically in the tru le for the achic,ement f 
Pakistan . He was a 'er; enli htcnc<l leader and a true 1u 
lim ''ho incerely wanted that" omen hould get u t. tu equal 
to that of men - a tutu which I lam ha r ntcd to them. 

She '~ite 
orator. 
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.i\tu .. Jim Wom n' Lib ration Movement 

By Ur. Parvecn . haukat Ali, M.A .• M.Litt., Ph. D. 
Barri!'>tcr-at-1 al\ 

L IVf of reat men constitute a perennial source of 
in piration and in truction. Jn their thoughts and 

reflection on find the hi he t ideals and supreme \aluc 
\\ hich uidc men and women on the be\\ ildering pathway of 
Ii~ and pm idea en e of direction. Jn their need lie. the 
d tiny r nation . 1t i a well-kn wn foct of modern history 
that the Quaid-i- 1.am rank very high among the greatest 
men f ur time . Out of the confu ed and perplexing web 
fp liti of the lndo-Paki tan subcontinent under the Briti. h 

rule. h 

1. uld never be ble t achieve the objective of cultural rege
nerati n c n mic pro perity and political ta ility in their 
n tional life. Hi -.i i n of Paki tan 1.a cry comprehen. ive. 
He nted that the citizen of the ne\\ tate hould build up 

tern ·hich " ould be progre i .. e. dynamic and rational 
1.ho e pirit would be in con onance" ith the eternal 

id al fl lam. 
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f th n ti n that he had 
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of ''omen' right than l \. m, nnd yet it \\a in fu lim cie
ties that they had been render d inte\lectually, .ocially nd 
economically help le and ineffectu, I. 1 he 'n •ui h l r the 
tru •edy incrca ed manifold when one rememl ered that it \\a 
under the inspirntion of the Quran that !.;\am prn<lue d Rnbia 
Ba ri, who e intellectual and my tical achievement outdi -
tunce<l the mo t luminou attainment of many :1n emin nt 
Imam. There were countlc other in tuncc ,,here tu lim 
women had left imperi hnblc mark on the fahric of l lamic 
ci\'ilization. 

F mini.,t MoH~mcnts 

u lim women in the Indo-Pakistan sul continent had 
tarted a femini t revolt a ain t male domination at the turn 

of this century, hut it was only after the a sumption of the 
leader';hip of the Pakistan mo\'ement hy the Quaid-i-i\zam 
thut Mu lim \\Omen became a very important fact r in 
national life. In the beginning. the feminist mo\ement among 
the fo lim women of the subcontinent was of little ignifi
cance. A majority or them lived in purda/1. Buried in the 
seclusion of domestic life. they had ceased to perform any 
useful work in ociety. What happened outside the four 
\\alls of the hou e was of little concern to them. Gradually. 
however there came a ''ind of change and couragcou women 
like Attiya Faizi not only di<>carded the veil. but demand d 
equal share in the social and JlOlitical life of the community. 

The Rt. H nourable Amir Ali. in his c\a ic work 
Spirit of Islam e. plained in unequivocal term that l lam had 
been the greate. t benefactor of womankind. Hep int d out 
that by downgrading the ta tu. or women in society. the fo -
Jim had done mo. t grievou damage to the 1 lamic ci,ili
zati n. There were many voice of prote t again t uch n 
outlook. but once the feminist m \ement among the fo Jim 
of the ubcontin nt had been launched it was difiicult t t p 
it. ln 1915 the B.gum of Bhopal founded the ll-lndi 1u -
lim W men· ~ Organization. and in. farch 1917, at 1u lim 
die Conference wa held in Lahore to fmd wa) and mean by 
which the '~clfarc of the h. 1.im women in the ub ntinent 
could be n ured. Begun~ S,1. ft and Begum hah Din '' re 



pirit of thi nf erence and they drafted sc ral 
olution in upport f the cau which in their opinion could 

impr e the miserable lot of women.• 
During the inter-war period, many leading familie of 

the Punj b like Sir uhammad Shafi, Ju tice Shah Din, 
a ab h mmad Hayat Khan of Wah and Sir Fazl-i
u in, all ed their women to break the hackle of cu to

mary re traint in order to take an acti e part in the public 
life f th community. In th field of politics. Bi mman. 
mother of Maulana ohammad ti Jouhar and Maulana 

haukat ti, t an e ample of rare C'ourage and acrificc be
fore the u lim women. The de elopments were epi odal 
no d ubt, but the temp of th emancipation of women was 
till cry l w. Million of them were unk deep in lethargy, 

ignorance and backwardne . n-Islamic cu tom!\, arbitrary 
di or , irrational demand of dowry and tyrannies of poly
gamy continued to e erci e a iciou influence over their ti e . 

cept f: r a handful of educated women politic wa a for
bidden fruit for the r t of them. 

llm omen •nd t e Quid 

Jn 1937, the Quaid-i- zam took charge of the Mu lim 
League and under hi in piring and dynamic leader hip the 

u lim nation in the ubcontinent started pulsating with the 
new hope and id al . It de tiny became radiant and was 
lit with fre h a piration . There wa a general cru ade against 

gnation which had eroded the foundation of the Mu lim 
cl ilization. One of the cardinal features of thi tran forma
tion a that women were brought into the forefront of the 
truggle for independence. A pccial Women' Committee 
a created to increase the enrolment of women in the Muslim 

League. To further fortify their po ition in politics the 
Quaid-i- zam appointed Begum Shams-un- ahar Mahmud 
and Begum Shah a az a member of the All-India Mu lim 

ague Council. 

In 1938 the u lim League made the uplift and ~elfare 
of men a one of the fundamental principle of its 
J. A Political Autobin· 
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a ''hole.' 
The 

uid \\omen 
in th 

ici ty a 

l. cf. ParFecn Shau ar All. Status of Womm in the uz//m W: rid. 
Lahore, Aziz Pub!' bcrs, 1975, p. 66. 

2. S. H. Mirza. fuz/im Women·s &le in the Pakhtan Mo~ ~ t. Lah.a c, 
1969, p.45. 
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: "I am 
that mt only tuslim men but Muslim'' men and 

children al c fl, H under tood the Paki tan scheme. No 
nati n can make .iny pro•re s ,,ithout the cooperati n of its 
" m n. If tu lim '' men upport their men as they did in 
the dny of the Prophet. ''e "ould oon n.:aliie our goa\."t 

In :moth r p ech . t <man Kot near Lahore. the 
Q aid-i- znm remarked that humun ci'>'ilization had heen 
mo d by th forcc of th pen. He emphasi ed that there 
\\ an th r dynamic propul ion which had shaped the des
tiny f m nkind. In hi opinion thi creati\e thrust was the 
w m n. He d'i ed the 1u lim "omen to culti,ate in their 
heart nno oul n ri hteou ambition to play a positi e role in 
nati nal life . 2 

After the Lahore Re olution of t940. the Muslim 
women of the ub-continent under the direction of the Quaid 

ntered new era of pr0gre~ . They became con. ciou of 
their publi re pon ibilitie out ide the limited circle of 
d me tic life. They became action-oriented and made 
eriou effort to emancipate themselves from the bondage 

of hackneyed cu tom which had crippled their creative 
f cultie . In the annual e ion of the All-India Mu Jim 
Lea e, held jn pdl 1943, the Central Sub-Committee of 
the 11-lndia u hm Women' league "a reorganized. and 
the pc it acthit1e wa. expanded a great deal. The 
Quaid 1mpre ed upon the women leader that ed cation i 
the k y t human greatnc and i a ource of enlightenment 
and rati nality. He p intcd out tl:at through education 
a l nc they uld be able t eradicate the t:n-Islamic 

l. RiZ\\1Ul Ahmed (cd) Sayings of Quaid-i·Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah • 
• 1974 p.98. 

2. S. H. Mirza, op. cit., pp.44-SO. 
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impuriti intell tual nd m r I 
c1cty. 
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on! in th field f politic that Muslim 
n Ii tened to the rc,crcd Quaid c\en in humanitarian 

\ rk they \e him th ma imum upport. After the elcc-
ti n , th re \\Cr rnurdernu communal riot in Bihar in ''hich 
hundred f inn ent 1u lim were killed hy the Hindus. 
Th on r O\ mm nt of the pro,ince failed to protect 
their li c :•nd property. In this ~late of help\cs , ne~s and 
d p nd nc). the Qu id mad an appeal to Muslim~ to subs
crib ener u ly t the Bihar Relief Fund. which he had ins
titut d und r hi p rsonal upcr\i i n. Mu Jim w men ans-
vcred th ppcal with legendry devoti n. 'omen·s commit-

tee in each pro' ince c llccted funds, clothe and othier artcle 
f nece ity in large quantitie . In the Punjab. the Committee 

ob er.ed Bihar Relief Day and on membcr 13. 1946, they 
held public meeting at the Bark t Ii I 1 mia Hall and pa ed 
the foll \\in_ re olution, a copy of' hich was ul o ent to the 

icero.. 1t tated : "Thi ma meeting of thou. ands of 
1u lim women of the Punjab unanimou ly prote t again t 

Bih r 1ini try' failure t pr tect life honour and property 
f 1u Jim and call upon you to tell Go\"ernor to apply 

ti n 93 nd ke ad mini tration in hi O\\ n hand • othern ise 
n in Punjab i. po ible and re pon i\:lility "ill be 

69 



tabli hmcnt of Paki t n 
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ne\er di c ur 1 I him· and in Faith, Unit_ and Discipline'' 
h f und th ma tcr key \\hich could unlock the treasures of 
\\i m nd ,,1lo11r for mankind. 

Th Qu id-i- zam' a al o con,inced that the hi tory 
f 1 lam and particularly the biography of the Holy Prophet 

were imme ur. hie re enoir of ''i dom. guidance and pru
dence. One only ne ds faith, character and intelligence. and 
th ntire canva f human •oodnc sis unco\'crcd in the sniri
tu 1\y and morally radiant life t ry of the Prophet of 1 lam. 
ln n: ddr bef re the Karachi Bar A . ociation. the Quaid 

e e pre i n t hi dorati n for the Prophet in the follow
w rd : "The Pr phet wa a real teacher. He '"' a 

j\· r. He' a u r at t le. m;111, and he was a great 
ho rul d the fu Jim ommunity by spiritual 
t m i , code f r every • 1u lim. which regulate 
c nduc ev n in p litic and economics and the 

ed on the hig.her principle of honour. integrity, 
f; irpl y nd ju tice f r 11. ln I l m there i no difference 
bet\\cen m n and \\omen. The qualitic of equality. liberty 

nd fr ternity arc the fundamental principle of 1 lam." 
In h rt the pre en. tion of Paki tan and defence of 

n titutcd the come tone of the thinking of the Quaid. 
c minced th, t in the creation of Paki tan men and 

men h d een equ, t partner and the ideo gy of l lam had 
en men certain unique pri ilcge \\hich if meticulou ly 

ned could make them cry creati e force in the Mu Jim 
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Ii did her 

Inn. London, 

he \, Fulhright Scholar (1955-56) at Stanford Uni-
alifornia . ,\., and Commonwealth Scholar, 

m nher ity, ~ngland. in 1960-62. 
ide from "Tlte Political Philosophy of Iqbal" (1970), 

he h three more b ok to her credit : Status of Women in 
1/te fuslim World (1975 . Women in the Third World (1975), 
and Pillars of British Imperial ism (1976). She i currently 
te chin at ady Maclagan Training ollegc. Lahore. 
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