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PREF 

Sp KI G about the principal actor in the final act of transfer 

of p ' er from the Briti h to Indian hand , H. V. Hodson, a 
Briti h hi torian y that: "One can imagine any of the other 
principal cto •.. repl ccd by a ub titute in the same role 

ithout thereby implying ny radical change in the final denoue­
it i bar ly c ncei able that event would have taken 

. . . nd that a new nation State of Pakistan would 
for the per onality and leadership of one 

man. Mr. Jmnah." 

Like\ 1 , l·mnk orae , a well-known Indian journalist, 
t turk re ived the mm hackle State which 

a ur ey. But Jinnah' achievement was in a sense more con-
idcr ble. Out of ne t to nothing he willed a state into being." 

The g Khan, the y,orld famed late man, refers to another 
fa et of hi chie\ement when he says that Jinnah "attained im-
rnort I fam the m n ho, without any army. navy, or air force, 
r ted by hfetim ' fanh in him elf ry tallised into a ingle bold 

d 1 on, a gr t emptr of Up\\ard of a hundred million people." 

l der ho created the fifth large t tate of the world i 
ob iou Jy urce of in piration to hi follower . an object of 
clo tud by the holar e\eryv.here, and the ubject of general 
inte t to the orld at large. But thi i po ible only when the 
people are told omething about the man and his mission. Unfor­
tunately though, little effort, if any, has thus far been made to 
proJ t the true image of thi gr t leader. Inevitably, a great deal 
of mi nd tanding about him and about the State which he created. 

m to per 1 t. 



The void is at last b ing filled. The pr cnt Govcrnm nt of 
Pakistan has ct up the Quaid-i-Ani.m Academy \\ hich will produ 
authoritative material about Jinnah and the <.:ultural, ocial nd 
economic hi tory of pre-independence Mu Jim Indi l ltnd of Paki t n. 
1 he Academy will al o pro\idc facilitie to the cholar , b th 
Pakistani and foreign, for doing re catch on the life and work 1>f 
Jinnah and related subjects. The Go,crnment 11' ~ al o decided to 
ob erve 1976 as Quaid-i-Azam centenary year and the programm 
include holding of an international congre and national em in 
i. uance of po tage stamps, minttng of <.:oin and making of film , 
highlighting Jinnah' achievement . 

The present booklet which seek h1 throw omc Ii ht n 
Jinnah. the man and hi mis ion. rcpre cnh an intr ductor · volum 
in the centenary'· programme. 

L. . H R 
6 August 1976 
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TH . father of the Paki tani nation Mohammad Ali Jinnah, 

popul rly kno\\n a the Quaid-i-Azam (great leader) was 
born t Karachi on 25 December 1876. He tarted his education 

t primary cho I m Karachi and in July 1887 he wa admitted 
t the f, m u ind M dra tul I lam. where he studied, except 
f r f cw mont , till January 1892. 

Jinnah belonged to a prominent mercantile family (I maili 
Kh ~a and hi O\Hl father was a well-to-do bu inc man. Jn 
k epmg \\llh th family tradition . Jinnah would ha\'e normally 
J med hi family bu inc after chool education, but at the ugge -
u n f a Briti h fri nd, the manager of Graham Shipping and 

radmg mpany, Karachi. Jinnah's father sent him to London in 
I 2 f, r training in bu inc admini tration. Young Jinnah, ho\\­
C\er joined th Lincoln' Inn and three year later. when he wa. 
not e en twenty, he qualified him elf for the Bar. 

Liberali m \\ ~ endant in Britain at that time, and Jinnah 
felt t home in that tmo pherc. He frequently 'i ited the Briti h 
P rh ment and Ii t ncd to the pcechc of Glad tone, Morley, Cham­
ber! m nd oth r liberal leader . Gradually, he became a votary of 
Bnti h Ii erah m and parliamentary democracy, and when Dada­
bhoy n Indian P r ee, tood for election to the Hou e of 

entral Fin bury con tituency, young Jinnah 
or ed hard m hi el ct1on campaign. In return, aoroji developed 

t reg rd f, r Jinnah and the two became good friend . aoroJ• 
m th el t1on got Jinn h deeply imolved in politic . And 

lo e to aoroji, hi thinking wa greatly inftu-
Y. ho trongly believed that "it i in Parliament 

h \e to be fought". 



H TH 

In I 2 the Briti h Parli ment had p ed the lnd1 n ounc1I 
A t, under which the non-offici I m mber hip of the legi I ti 
council , · t up in 1861 d been enl rg d and, forthe fir t tim , 
number of Indian repre entativc on the coun ii wer t 
n minated on th recommendation f publi bodi u h 
cipaliti , di tri t bo rd 

lthough th new 

w nurtured in thi 

Jinnah returned to India m I 6 but, m the m 
father had uffered finan ial etb ck 

bay, ir harl 
Magi trate in 
later extended 

tional ngr 
in 1 of the iation of uch hbcral I de 
G pal Kri hn Gokhale nd urendra 

r 
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political D had bepan to acquire inftuenc:e 
m it and. by the tum of th tury for all practical purpo they 
controlled it until r purse 1907. It under their inftuenc:e 
that in the early of the present century, wb n the Muslim 
leaders urpcl upon the n hip to be fair to th Muslim 
m the matter of rep tation in the Central Council, th Co 
ref used to accommodate the im iowpoint. In the 

uslim participation in the Co had been dcclinina. Thus, 
at the 190S ion of the Conpess, out of a total of 1S6 delegates, 
Muslim numbered only 17 compared with IS6 Mu lims out 
of a total of 702 delep at the 1890 ion. nd thi despite 
the fact that the 1905 on presided over by Gokbale who 

known for his liberaliam and hi passion for Hindu-Muslim 
umty 

I an 190S the unwieldy provance of Bengal (area 189,000 sq. 
mil population about 78 rrulhon) had been partitioned. Primarily 
an administrative m ure at had also resulted in the creation 

f a lam majonty provance. ven though the moderate Hindus 
them e u by thi meuure, they were opposed to the 

1olent movement bich mcluded the boycott of British good , 
launched by e t t ind both 1 de and outside the Congress, 
for its annulment. Ookhale th whom Jinnah felt so close that 
he wanted to become has counterpart amona uslims, then said 
that the problems of India can be lved only when it is governed 
tn the mterest of 1 people. He al said that in course of time 
India hould aet the same fonn of go emment as other self-governing 

loru of the Bnti h mparc. These vaews were endorsed by 
aoroJ•, who presided over the 1906 ·on of the Congress. 

Jinnah then came mto prominence aoroj1 private secretary. 

hilc Jinnah had b" lot "th the Congress, most Muslim 
leaden thouaht that die Hindu movement for the annulment of 
putltion as m the uslims as against the British 
rulcn. For thi reason, it became known that the British 
Govcnunent planDIDI to concede some reforms, 35 prominent 

uslim leaden requested the iceroy Lord into for separate 

celctoral rcaisten for uslims for choosina their rcpreseotati 
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to the entml 
Bombay. 

again 1m lied t 

that it \\a mainly 
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un ii , municipahu 
in December 1906 

ne object!\ - " ) tern f 
h uld b noted that th1 

om ) ear her 
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13 Jinnah \\cnt to I.ngland on a I olid, y and 

t bli h the London Indian c1at1on. hortly 

to r turn to India, h '"' approached by t\\o 
iaul· na Muhamm d Ali and y d \ , 1ir Ha a.n, 

h d g n to London to pl~ c cert: in is!>Uc of pecial inter t 
the Mu Jim b ~ re the Briti h overnmcnt, to enrol him elf 

n :i m mber of tie Mu lim L a uc. Jinnah agreed but on the 
nd1ti n th· l hi loyalty to the Muslim League :•nd Mu. lim inter­
t \\ uld in no way imply an) disloy It · to the I; r er national 

ml r t t \\hi h he had dedicated his life . 

Jn th )Car Jinnah ''a" included in a ongrc~s 

London .,.. hid1 ask d for reforms in the ouncil of the 

n tt 

cvcral other prominent 
Con re Jinnah mo,ed a re olution for the r.ppointment 

f c mmute of the Leagu to c nfer \\1th other political partic. 
, nd d \\ up a cheme of on titutional reform for India. In 

m in the r lution Jinnah ·dd th.at the ongre and the League 

re l prin ip I repre cntc.th rga.ni tion f India and if 

uld heme of reform . they could go to the 
uth nu ) th t the refom1 v.erc b ing demanded in the 

n me f united Jnd1a. The Congre reciprocated and appointed 

\ith the League committee. 

n Jinn h' initi:i.thc. 19 out f a total of 

m m r of the cntral L gi laturc, both Hindu nd 

ubm1ttcd to th 11ceroy a memorandum in wh.i h they 

ed fi r cl ted maJontic in th ouncil • control of the legi lu.­

tur on the bud t nd redu Lion in the regulating pov.er of the 

Jnd Offi 
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Al o in October the League and the Congre committee 
held a JOmt meeting at alcutta, and framed proposal for 
the representation of Mu. lims in the councils and for constitu­
tional reform. The e propo. al \\ere ender cd by the two political 
partie at their annual cssion at Lucknow in Dccemhcr. nd r 
the e proposals, which came to be knO\\ n as the Lucknow Pact. 
inter alia, Hindu agreed to cparatc cl ctoratc for Mu lim in 
all the councils and the r cnation for them of one-third of the 
elected scat in tic •ntral ouncil. In some of th pro\ inc in 
which the Mu Jim \\ere in a minority the) w re given more rcpr -
scntation in the councils ti : n their populati n \\arrant d. Addi­
tionally, the two p rtie ., r d to \\I at i call d th double \Ote 

clau c which pro ided that if thn: -fourt of the Hindu or u Jim 

!though Jinn h "' n t thinkin of it, the bi 

the tu lim from the Lu kno · Pact \\ 

, tu Jim League 

tu lim. 

the rcpr 

me 

m Pr \in ial Con~ ren in 0 to .. I undc tand the demand for 

t t lnd1 ould 
po ibl . T 

r cd 
mmu111t1 



IS 

not a matter of policy but a matter of necessity to the Muslim 

wh.o require to b roused from the coma and torpor into which 

the ha f: lien for Jong.'' 

In f: ct t the 1916 ion of the Muslim League at which 
h pr ided, Jinnah implied th.at he wa not in favour of separate 

torat : 

"I ha been a taunch ongressman th.rough.out my 
public life and '1a e been no lover of . cctarian cries, 
but 1t app rs to me that t'1e reproach. of • eparatism· 

me tim levelled %lt Mu l'lmm i ingularly inept and 
\\ 1de off the mark, wl'cn I ee thi great communal 

rg ni tion rapidly growing into a powerful factor for 

the birth of a united India. A minority mu t, above every­
thing cl e, have a complete en e of ecurity, before its 
br ader political en can be evoked for co-operation and 

united endea our in the natiom1l task . To theMussaJman 
f India that ecurity can nly come tlirough adequate 

nd cffccthe "'feguard a regard their political e istence 
• community. Whatever my individual opinion may 

be. I am here to interpret and express the . en e of the 
o erwhelming body of Mu~lim opini n .. .. ·· 

When 11'c Congr and League committees were working 
on a plan of political reform Mr . Annie Besant, daughter of a 

London doctor who had arri ed in India in 1903 and had later 

allied lierself ith Hindu renai sance, founded the Home Rule 
League and launched an agitation which found large follower 
m many part of India. lthougli Jinnah was opposed to uncon­
t1tut1onal mean . wti.en rs. Besant w?. interned in June 1917, h.e 

Joined thi body and became Pr~ident of its Bombay Branch. 

He then tr ngly protested against Mr . Besant' internment and the 

methods adopted by the Go emment to ilence the people of India. 

t the same time he as ed for the acceptance of the Congress-

1.eague scheme: "A President of the Bombay Home Rule League, 
I can but repeat that all that we want, and all that our organisation 

devoted to i the realisation of the scheme of reforms adopted 
at Luckno "th this difference that the Home Rule League i 
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an educationi t propagand and the 
body ... " 

had c tabh h d 

and the Bomba. Branch of the Hom Rule Lea ue 
11nportant member of the ongre 

d lib ratt' 

ouncil. 1orc importantly, becau r I whi 
played in bringing about an under landing bet\\ 

and the League, he h"d heen rec gni cd .l n am 
Muslim unity. 

Jinnafi" popularity \\itl ll n f the lnd1. n p pul 11 n 

a "ell hi courage of com iction \Cr fully dem n tr: tcd tn 1 I . 
"hen he dashed with the Go\ rnrncnt. I arty in th. t 

onfcrcncc wa held • t r ell i at \\hi h Jinn.Lh and h1 
put forv. rd • re oluti n n c n t1tu11onal refi rm ti r fn 1 h1 

re olution "' s ruled out f order by the ch 1rm n Jmn. h fi It 
bitter bout thi ruling and aid th t offi i Id m " ut t un r· 
mme the pr llgc oft lndt n I der 

fter om " k 

rgani 

mp1r 
th t. 
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hi work. Later Jinnal addrc cd 

I th p pulation of Bombay then prai cd 
ura and in recognition of hi services. 

u ti n l f ~ B mbay • ttorney, the p oplc contributed to 
fund, \'<ith' hi h Jmn, h Hall wa built. 





H' PROPOS L FOR 
T ELE OR TE REJECTED 

f India ct of 1919 introduced no major 
ntral Gmernmcnt hut in the provincial field 

m ubj t uch education agriculture, public works and health 
ere tmn ferred for , dmini !ration to Indian elected representative 

r 11 ible to ti e legi latur while ome other (which were moro 
important) ubj ct uch as finance, law and order, and justice, 

ere r erved for admini Ira.lion by the Governors who were 
n mince of the Bnti h G vernment. Since the Act had conceded 
mu h I than \\ t had been demanded in the agreed Congress­
Lea.gue cheme nd ince high hopes had been generated by the 
big ontribution made by India to the war effort, it was considered 
un ti fa tory by almo t all Indian leader . 

More importantly, omc time before the scheme of reform 
d througl the Parliament, the Central Council passed certain 
\ hich ga'e Go,ernment arbitrary power to detain and try 

in urgent nd pe ons oppo ed to it policic , without a jury. 

lndi ere bitterly opp ed to the e act . Jinnah' protc t 

t k the fi rm of re ignation from the Council. In his letter to 
the 1 er y Jinnah wrote: "The fund mental principles of ju tice 
ha\e b n upr oted and the c n titutional rights of the people 

e been i lated t a time when there i no real danger to the 
tale b) the o crfr tful and incompetent bureaucracy which i 

neither r o ible to the people nor in touch with re-.i.I public 
pini n and their le plea i that the powers when they are assumed 
111 not be abu ed." In contrast, Mohanda Karamchand Gandhi, 

who no d minated the Congr decided to rou e the masses 
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by a king th m to ob ervc trike . Gandhi' p !icy I mu h 

fire on them \\ ithout pri r WMning. a c n qu n 
a 379 p rsons \\Crc killed and me 1,200 ounded 
\\a immcdiat ly folio ed by martial I, ,rnd th p 
ubjccted to humiliatin indigmtie . 

I nd1 n M u~lim felt bitter 

den uncing 

a mm n tru I gam t th 
a hi \mg lnd1 n ind p nden 

\\lute m t 1u lim I 

r 
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·on of the Coqreu in December 1920, where Gandhi was 
able t get Congress approval for hi movement, out of 14,S82 
dclcgat of hen I 050 were Muslims, Jinnah was the only delegate 
to disaarcc and he told Gandhi: "Your way i the wrong way: 
mine as the riaht way- the constitutional way is the right way." 
Jinnah then decided to leave the Coqress. 

It so happened that earlier in October, on the resignation 
of Mn. Besant, Gandhi had been elected President of the Home 
Rule League. Gandhi was then keen on certain amendments to 
the constitution of the Home Rule League. Jinnah was opposed 
to those amendments and resigned from that body also. Some 
months later Jinnah wrote to Gandhi: " ... Your methods have 
alread caused plit and division in almost every institution that 
you have approached hitherto .... your extreme programme has 
fi r the moment truck the imagination mostly of the inexperienced 
youth and the ignorant and the illiterate. All this means complete 
disorganisation and chaos." 

The non-cooperation movement which had been launched in 
1920 abruptly called off by Gandhi early in 1922 when, at 
Cbaura Chauri in the United Provinces, the mob set fire to a police 
talion, burning ali e 22 police officials. Gandhi justified the step 

by ying that the country was not fully prepared for a non-violent 
truggle. But the Muslims who had taken a more prominent part 

in the movement as compared to the Hindus, felt greatly asto­
nished as well as frustrated because all their sacrifices had been 
an vain. Some time after the movement ended an extremist Hindu 
political body, the abasabha, was founded and it soon became 
cry active. bout the same time the Hindus started a movement 

for recon ertina the uslims to Hinduism and another movement 
for greater unity amonpt the Hindus of different schools of thought. 

orse till, a larp number of communal riots started in different 
parts of India. 

Jinnah had kept bimsdf aloof from the non-cooperation 
mowmcnt but his wort for Hindu-Muslim unity continued. Early 
m 1922 be played a leading role in convening an All Parties Con­

ference which asked for a round table conference between the 
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Government • nd 
other i ue . 

In 
Jinnah to the 

g \ r:nm nt hould 

n re 

t the Bomba. 

r 

ommitt 
n tituu n ~ r 

1111 IU OI:R 01 P Kl 

der on Khilaf: t, elf-go er:nmcnt nd 

Mu ltm of Bombay ag in le t d 
ouncil (now call d A mbly). He then 

ernm lnd1 . In m in luu n 
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inc th end of the non-c op r.llion rno'icrncnt, the Hindu 
I d I o b n ritici in th principle of pa rate cl ctorat . In 
h t unite the H111du and Mu lims, Jinnah. w rked 

rly 1927 to p uade Mu lim lca.dcr to be flexible in 
th ir taml. on thi qu tion. . on after, m March 1927, at a con­
fi r n e of thirt le. ding 1u lims at Delhi, he ot their apprO\al 
t a new formula (called I clh1 Mu lim Pr p sat ) \\hich pro id d 

fi r J 
p 

rnmittec 
May. Luter in De emcbr the plenary 

1 n n r uc ptcd them. But. a the cmbly 
el I 26 h d ho n the Maha •tbha had a larger follo\\ing 

Hmdu th n the ongre , and b ·w the Maha · bha 
Jinn, h' propo I , nothing came out of this 

. Jinn h ho\\Cver, did not lo c hope. 

o m r 1927, the Briti h GO\ernrnent app ta-
tut 1 n he ded by ir John imon. t eli it Indian 

to make recomm ndation fi r on titu­
mmi ion did not ha'< c any Indian member 

Indi n I der felt that th ) had b en in ulted. 
Jinn h w on f them. He. therefore, de id d that, like the 

. the League h uld completely bo)cOtt th mmi ion 

a n quence the League ' plit \ith one of it gr up 
led b) i n Muhammad haft de iding to coop rate fully ' ith the 

tutory bod). 

er n hi h the retar. of tate for Indi Lord Birken-

h d had g1 n for the all- hite p nel of the mmi ion ''a 



24 rm 1 

that 

nt I th t 

th r unul ur bj 
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f In ia, and here I am 111H pc.1king 
n Indian. It i my de ire to sec that 

f Mu Im tns to m rch along \\ith us 
tru dom. Would you be content with a 

fc . \ ould • ou b cont nt 1f I \\ere to .1y I am with you'? 
)) )OU \.mt or do ou not \\anl Mu Jim India to go 
along with ou? 'l l u mu t remember the l\\O 111.ljor 

mmunitic in lnd1, .Lr Hindu and Mu almans and 
natur, II • there~ r , the c two communitie lune got to be 
r on al d and united and made to feel that ti 1r intere ·t · 

re comm n and they ar m 1 hing together for a common 
al." 

But th m ntion ''· not prepared to .1ccep1 Jinn·th' 
• m ndmcnt th ugh admtllc lly r orwble. Jinnah then felt so 

mted th l h i r p rtcd t June t Id a Par~ec friend, with 

ucmpt to re 
J int I torat 

. th t h and the Hmdu leader had come to "the 
nd d 111 failure Jinnah\ ccond 
nd the Mu Jim on the basis of 
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rgument \\hich had hecn put forward at the 
f the All P.Lrtic onference to reject 

\\,L that he w,L not representative of 
p1m n In a cnse this \\as true, hecause a very large 

u lim 1 ader then tood for eparatc electorates. 
nl) a fe day after the comcntion, Mu lim leader of 
h I of thought were holding at Delhi an All-Parties 

1u hm nfcren e to reiterate their ·tand. 

In th1 

e for eommun 1 i ue weightage in repre­
lims in the provinc \ here they were in a. minorit}, 

re in II cabinet and gmernment enice . In March 
h oted v.1th the Muslim member in the Central 

embly m r ~ccting the hru ommittce' report. 

o clarify hi po ition further. al o in March 1929. Jinnah 
~ ed h f: m fourteen point in which he aid that the future 

f India hould be federal residuary power hould 
u lim representation in the Central Legi ta-

re t one-third, md hould be eparated from 
B m , r or hould be mtroduccd m the • orth-We t Frontier 
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nnd B luchi tan pro' in c • cp r tc etc tornt h uld continue 
for the Mu lim . an • in the ca c of bill relating to communal 
nl.lttcr~. the d ublc 'otc ch u e hould I o apply, e\ery bin t 
hould ha\ t lc.1 t one-third 1u Jim mini ter .• md ny 

111 the con titullon h uld b ubj t to the n urr n e ol 
fc lcratin • prm in e . 

In June 1929, Jinn 
d tare ti at Ill due c ur 

n 
1f m j 

tmi ter to 
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ttl ment on the basi of joint elect-
rat . knm\ th:it there is a very large body of 

Mu lim - nd I b he\e a majority of Muslims-who arc 
h ldin on t eparate lectorates. My position is that I 

oul rather lrn'c a settlement even on the footing of 
par t el· torat , h ping and trusting that when we 

\\Ork our new c rn tltution and when hoth Hindus and 
Mu lim g t rid of di tru t, su picion and fears, and when 
they g t their fre dom. \\c could ri e to the occasion-and 
pr b bly paratc cle torat will go ooncr than most of 
u think." 

But Jinnah wa not alhlc to make any mo'e because he knew 
th t he oth r dcl gate thought different!). When the communal 

referred to a sub-committee, Jinnah declined even to 
would 

luti(Hl. 

Jntere llngl) though. Jinnah· re· ding of the situation proved 
t. e c mmunal que tion \\l not re ohed at the first round 

nfercn e. t the econd conference conYened in eptemher 
andh1, ho had earlier igned a pe,..ce pa.ct with the icero}, 

rd Im 111 b me the ole representati\ e and spokesman of the 
He claimed to be the repre entati'e of all India and 

'd that he wanted general < greement. In fact, he 
C\Cral informal me ting to find a .olution of the com­

mun I pr lem but he w not prepared to concede any of the 
dem nd put f, rn. rd by the Mu lim delegate . Incredible though 
1t m • he ultimat I) kcd the Muslim and other delegates to 

ccpt t c ehru report in its totality. '' hich the Muslim and 
e I ther minont1 I ad already reje tcd. In desperation the 

d legate of I the minoritie e ·cept the ikh ) came together and 
framed their reed propo I to fcguard minorit~ interest . But 

propo I \.\ere una ceptablc to G"'ndhi, re ulling in a dcad­
nd far the i ue of the repre entation of the \arious 

m th leg1 latur ' as cone rned. the British Prime 
y acDonald had to gi\e hi own award. 

Jmnah a ob i u I. di illu ioned at the deliberation in 
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the two round table conferences and as a reaction decided to settle 
down in London. Some years later he de cribed hi di ppointment 
in th e word : "I received the hock of my life at the meeting 
of the Round Table Conference. In the face of danger, the Hindu 
entiment the Hindu mind, the Hindu attitude led me t th 

conclu ion that there wa no hope for unity .... The Mu lint 
were like the dweller in n man· land." 

!though Jinnah liked hi life in London, he ould n t ta ' 
there for long. In July 1933, Liaquat Ii Khan, later to be m 
the first Prime Mini ter of Paki tan. impr sed upon Jinnah that 
Indian Mu lim badly needed hi guidance. Liaquat then ob\iou I 
had in mind the nc\ cheme of reform which wa t th t tim 
being con idered hy the Joint elect ommittee of the Briti h Parlia­
ment. Jinnah returned to India early in 1934 nd decided t try 
once again for an under tanding between the Hindu nd th 
Mu lim . peaking at the meeting of the oun ii of the 1u hm 
league in pril, he d larcd: 

"India look forward t real, n 
\\C C\en at thi eleventh hour bury the h t het, nd fi rg t 
the past in the pr en e of the 1mmin nt dang r and 
clo e our rank to get uffi ient trength to r i t \lihat 1 be­
ing h tched b th at Downing treet and in D lh1? It i 
upto the leaders to put their head together and n thin 
will gi\e me greater happm than to bnng about om­
plete cooperation and friendship tween Hindu nd 

u lim : and in thi d ire my 1mpr ion i that l h e 
the ohd upport of usalm n ... 

Jinnah wa thinking of the 
Committee \\a then tud. ing. 
"treacherou heme" and he 
forced upon India. Thi , he n inced. could be d n 
when there unit betY.een the t 

The unity for which Jinnah \\ 
and the hite Paper ultimately me the ne 
India ct in 1935. The ct pro,.ided fi r thr h 
federal concurrent and pro incial. Tw of the m t im rt nt 



JI [I) I II HI TTIT OI 31 

c t mal affair , \\Cre made the re ponsibility 

\JCrn r- ,cneml. trong central government was provided 
le I, in whicl1 the Hindu were bound to dominate. 

'' r m d autonomous in certain defined areas 
'wince \\,l gi,cn a Council of Mini ters which was 

admini ter all the ubjcct and \\a responsible to the legis-

1 tur . H '' er, th 10\ crnors were given special respon ·ibility 
t ~ . tch th intere t of minorities and the civil services and to 
pr nt ny gra\e men cc to peace and tranquillity. 

t di ppointed most Indians. The Hindus were critical 

mmunal aY.ard also, '' hich had been incorporated in the 
1d th. t it di rupted the unity of India and wa incon­

tth th prmc1ple of d mocracy. Jinnah's attitude was 

h de Jared in the cntral Assembly in February 1935, 
If " unhapp '' ith it hut he wa prepared to accept it 

d p1te nerou and continuous effort , the Indian leaders 
t able t reach a ettlement. In this situation. Jinnah argued. 

rd not · cc ptcd no constitutional chemc would he 

But Jmnah had an open mind and was prepared for an 

Item u e fi rmula, \\ht h would be acceptable to both the Hindus 
nd u Jim . \\hen the ongre s Pre ident Rajendra Prasad 

ugg ted that negotiauon be held to re olve the matter, Jinnah 

readll greed. ccordingl) Jinnah and the Congres President 

held tal bet een January and March 1935 but the alternative 
fi nnula which they evol ed was not acceptable to some Congres 

leaden th.cmsel far as the e tremi t Hindu leaders were 

ncerncd, most of them opposed the proposed formula. Hindu 
tt1tude once agam completely hocked Jinnah. 
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O\ rnm nt of India 

mu t be organi eel eparately • nd once 
ill unde land each other better and 
t for ) r for • n understanding ... " 

ere n t urpri ing. Out of a total of 
u hm m the Pro\incial em Ii the 

It ., on 711 eat out of a total 
t it al o howed \ery poor 

and '> on a few as 26. In the 
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India today: Briti h impcriali m and Indian rcpr -
sented by the ongrc nd ti i \\a m ntr.i. t to the 
League' policy of o pcntlon Y.ith other partie la.id d wn in 
the electi n manife to ying that "th re w uld b frc o p rall n 
with any group or group Y.ho c aim and id .lls arc. ppr im t ly 
the same a those of th League part)". Jinnah \\a , ther fl r , indi -
nant with ehru' tatcment and r torted: "1 h r i , third 
party, namely, the Mu lim . We arc not g ing to be dictated b · 
anyb dy." 

ehru Y.a not unaware of the fact that the ' t m j rit 
of the Mu lirn wa out ide th ongr . Thi • he ti ught, \\a 
due to the propaganda of orne Mu lim le d "ho had er at 
the communal problem although the Hindu 
had no differences. ehru, therefore, oon tarted a campai n fi r 
bringing the Mu lim into the Congr fold hut it yielded n 
re ults and had oon to be gi\en up. 

In May 1937 Jinnah appealed to Gandhi t u 
in the Congres to encourage a ttlement b t\\ccn 
and the League. But Gandhi e pr ed h1 inability l n thin 
in the matter. Thi wa pcrhap due to the fact that t th t um th 
Congres wa planning to re er e it earlier t nd f n t ~ rmin 
mini tries in the provinces in which it had w n majoriti . B Jun 
the Congr decided to form mini tri and then the qu 11 n 
of Mu lim representation in the Hindu majont) pr \inc 
In the United Pro inc , -. here the Congr h d " n nl ' n 
Mu hm eat as again t the League· -6. Congr ro red t 
League a hare in the mini try provided the L gue m m 
of the A mbly would become membe of the ngr P rt . 
the Mu Jim League Parliamentary Board would be d1 ol cd n . 
in the case of future bye-election the League would not put up 
it o n candidat but upport ongr nomin nde t n I 
uch kind of participati n " unacceptable to the League. 

upon the Congr formed one-part mini tri in all the pr 
here it ~ und it po ible. 

On in tailed in power, ongr adopted a num r 
m ur which "' re unacceptable to u lim . Thee in Jud 
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mun I riot on e ,• , in b came frequent. Another re ult wa that 
Mu lim I de of diffi rent chool of thought reali ·cd that unlc s 
th y ' ere u111t d, then.: \\a hardly any future ~ r the Mu lim in 
lndi . 

l hi wa the b, ckground of the Mu lim League ses ion 
h1 h h Id t Luckno in October 1937. ir ikandar Hayat 

h d form d , co lition go,crnmcnt in the Punjab, 
1 n and pied ed his support to Jinnah in all-India 

m lier k d tu Jim member of hi Unionist Party 
j m th Le gu . 'imilarly . K. hlllul Haq, who had formed a 

, li11on gO\ rnment 1n Bengal, attended the cs ion and asked 
lim member of hi K ri hak Proja Pa.rty to become members 

f th League. n did ir Muhammad aadullah, Chief Mini ter 
f m. 

ddr , Jmnah trongly cntici ed the 
"The pre ent leader hip of the Con-

the I t ten year has been respon­
t e 1u Iman of India more and 

mor , b pu umg p licy wh.i h i exclu ively Hindu, 
d ince th y ha\e formed the go\ernment in ix pro-

here they ' er in majority they ha'e by their 
rd , d ed nd programme hown, more and more. 

t usalm n cannot e p ct any justice or fair-
pl l th ir hand .... On the very thre l1old of what 
httl po\ r nd r pon ibility i given, the majority 

mmunlly ha e cl arly hown their hand that Hindu tan 
1 for the Hmdu Th r ult of the pre ent Congres 
P rty p licy 11 b I -.entur to y, cla s bitterness. 
c mmun I 

Jmnah r Ii ed that the foundation of the Mu lim community 
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were' cry' ak and 1t dly needed onomic and 
therefore, told hi uuicn : ..... your foremo l duty i 
late a con tru tiv and m liorati pr gramm f 
people' ' elf: re, nd t1 de 1 ay and m 
conornic : nd p liti al uplift of th Musalman . ' 

But Jinnal ' not thinking of the u lim a rate 
nation at thi tage. 11 only anted the Mu Jim m t b 
organi ed and th l u to be m a pow rful b dy. He th r -
fore aid: "I entreat , nd impl re that e ry man, wom n and chi I 
hould lly round th comm n platform and ftag of the II lnd1 

u lim l e uc''. A p werful Lcagu • Jinnah th ught. 
able to negotiate n h nourable ttlem nt with the ng n 

hi h he ' a till ' r_ k n. 

ere et up • 
• n enrolment of ab ut new members ere 111 

PrO\inc alon . 

f the ongre 

n 
pt the L gue a them 

time Jinnah 
-g 
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n re . al e lumged corre pondcnce. Jinnah then 
B th t th Congre s had reCllgni ed the representati'<e 

f ti l. gue .1 far back as 1916 and th.Lt po iti m 
tioncd till recently. But nothing came out of 

Io m 11 J • at the sugge t1on of Jinnah, a \\Omen's sub­
~hi h included uch well known person as Mis Fatima 

dy bdull.th Haroon, Mr . Ispahani, Begum awab I mail 

Be urn SI ahna\ , z, w.Ls formed. Thi committee did 
rk , nd a large number of Muslim women left the 

onfcrence and supported the Muslim League. 

of Jmn h's talk with ongress leader and the 
ri \ance in ongre s-go'<erncd pro ince 

there \ .ts not the lighte t change 
m th o\ernment . Be ide . Hindu-Muslim 
n t ntinucd and rdin to one e timate in the two-year 
p nod fr m Odober 19 7 at IC'.i.st 85 seriou riots occurred, in 

ht h 170 p re killed and about 2,000 recei\ed injuries. 
m to be widely helie\ed that if the Congre 

ntmued in p 'er for ome time more, ci\il war 
ed nted ale might break out. 

a\ert d by the econd Wor Id War 
nd 111 \\hich Britain became a party 

mb r y f Deh\cran e and Thank -gi-.ing to demon trate 
th tr r lief • t the end of ngr tyranny and oppres ion. 

that tmo phere Jinnah did not rule out the 

ti ment betwe n the two major Indian com-
m ntlt . p kin t function of the old boy of Osmania Uni-

tt) m eptember 1939, Jmn h id: "Within the honest meaning 

f th term l till I' m in a nationali t ... I have alway believed 

m J:hndu- u Jim pa t. But uch a p ct can only be an honourable 
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one ... One d n t much Ii ht .Lt pr 
ay when th two communiti oul 

Jinnah wrote to G tndhi , nd ur d him 
bring about , n und r t mdin b tw n 
"More than any one el e y u h ppcn t 
the confidence of Hindu India .md ar m 
on their behalf ... I believe th t y u mi 
in the service of the c untry nd m ke y ur prop r 
toward leading India to contentment and happin 

But the ongrc leaders conunu d t the th 1 

albeit techni ally correct, that the 
body, and to ignore the ob' iou re 

ongre smen \\Cn: Hindu and it \ 
commanded th all gianc of the 'ernhclming m j nt 
Indian 1\-tu hm and ~ r th t re on, by ny t 

could n:pre ent them. Jinnah' final r ti n '' 
1u lim hould ha\ a ep· r te horn land. 
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PRI 11)1 OH:r the 1930 sc ~ion of the Muslim League at 
All hab d, poct-philo ophcr Muhammad Iqbal had expre ed 

ti -.1e\ th t ti e principle of c.lcm cracy (with it implication of 
m J nty rut ), inapplicable to the Indian condition and that 

t m the north-we t of Indi,1 Mu lims should have a self-
\ rnm 1, t of their 0\\11. In 1933, h·tudhri Rahmat Ali of 

• mbridg had ked fi r a 

b 

\ r 

To my mmd the ne con titution, ' ith it idea 
lndi n fi derati n, i completely hopele . 

p rate federation f lu Iim pro' ince . reformed on 

I h e ug ted abo e, i the only cour c by \\ hich 

p cful India and a\c Muslim from 
f non-Mu. Jim . Why hould not the 

t lndi, nd Bengal be con idercd 

to elf-determination just a other 

nd out ide lndi arc'? 

u Iim Le gue to frame a con titution 

uld pr 1de fi r the independence of 1 u Jim India. 
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But II th c y Jinn h w w rking h rd for a Hindu-
tha.t the Hindu I ad rs would 

the c mmunal i uc. 

hor, Jinn h 
de tared: 

It ha al'Wy 
that the Mu alman arc a minorit 

he Musalman 

belong to t\\ different rehgi u 
cu tom and literatur ... th b 1 n 
civili tion v.hi h arc b 
and con eption . 

Jinnah a ked the Briti h rul h 

order and uprem cy er th 
go ernment of the country ' ill di ppe r. It v. ill 1 d m re to 
natural g od\Hll by int rn tional p ct b tv. n th m th 
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and the • n Ii' in complek l\annony with their neighbour . ·· 

In makin hi dem tnd Jinnah, of course, knew that it would 
n t in any way help the Mu lirn minoritie · in the Hindu nnjority 

pro in . But th re wa nothing which he could do about this 
ituati rt e cept to a k the I u lim in the minority provinces not 

tnnd in the ".t of the Mu lims of the 1n-tjority pro inces. 

In line \\ith Jinnah's thinking the League ses ion passed the 
famou Pak1 tan Re olution, which, inter a/ia, provided for the 

d marcation ofcontiguou'i Mu lim majority regions in the north-wet 
nd e st of Indn into autonomous states. 

he demand for a separate homeland caught the imagina­
tion of the lndi:m Mu hm throughout the country and from this 
tage om a.rd th popularity of the League among the ma· e 

gr \\ \ ry rapidly indeed. But the Hindus referred to the demand 
the ·•\ iv1 c t1on of mother India" and bitterly oppo ed it. 

he de i ion about the Muslim dem;tnd had to be made by 
the Britt h Go ernment. but in 1940 Britain was much more 
inter led m getting India' upport for the war effort than in 

de idm b ut th futur of India. It is under tandable that for 
th \:l.J" effort the Briti h Go\emment should have wanted upport 
from all ti n of the Indian p pulation. And becau e the views 
of th t\ maj r c mmunitie about India's future were diamet-

ri Hy opp d to each other. it \\U in Briti h intere t to try to 

ti fy both. \ ilh thi end in \ i w ' hen the cour e of the war was 
u tn much I rm in Brit in the Vi eroy, Lord Linlithgow, with 

the ppro' I f the Briti h Government. i ucd a tatement on 8 

u u t 19 . In it, he, mter alia, said that the Congres demand 

for th framing of the con titution of India by an Indian Constituent 

mbly would be implemented after the war had ended and that 

at the me time the interests of the minorities would be safeguarded 

and for that rea n the Briti h Government would not accept any 
con titution if it authority was "denied by large and powerful 

elements in India national life". 

It w on thi basis that the Viceroy sought the cooperation 

of both the Congre and the League in the reconstitution of his 
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ent ttion to the 1 u lim 
decline the ofli r. f: r 
the offer outri ht on th 

DIR P Kl T 

ell in up of a n ti nal l ernm nt had not heen on e e . 

e\erthel n Jinn, h' ad\icc, the Lcagu did n t re t 
any diflicultie in th \\U) of the \\ar effort. Jinnah had tak n th 

'ic\\ that it \\a in the int re t of I ndi n them el e that th 
~hould particip le 111 the defence of their country. 

in the tu lim n1.1Jorit prO\inc the mini trie Io 
the O\ernment' \\ar dt rt . 

aim 
cveral large gatherin 
aid: "It i a clear a 

and unit will n t 

futile for any one t attempt 1t " 

L 

nominated 
membe of th 
Defence 
th 

ut. 111 m p1111 n. 11 

h 
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"deplomble". Jinnah wa then able to obtain the re ignations 
of the chief mini ter a well as ome other Mu lim Leaguer . 

By rly 1942 the Japane e had over-run all of outhea t Asia 
and it w widely believed that their next target would be India. 

Bnll h Go ernment then ent to India a pr minent member 
of the War abinet, ir ta!Tord Cripps, ~ ith a draft declaration 
for d1 cu ion with the Indian lc1der , in which the Government 
undertook to gi'e effect to any constitution framed by an elected 
lndi n con tituent a emhly to be set up at the end of the war, 
ubject to the pro i o that if uch a c nstitution wa not acceptable 

t an> pr \in e or state it could opt out of the Indian Union, 
r tam it pr ent c n titutional po ition, and later frame its own 

n titullon. On thi ba is Indian leaders were invited to join the 
un ii t cooperate in the war effort. 

H th the ongre and the L ague rejected thi dr,tft declara­
tion. The ongr took the vi w that the declar,ttion amounted 
t r gnit1 n of the principle of Pakistan and it did not provide 
~ ran immediate de facto tran fer of power. The League· objection 

th t the dcclarauon had not conceded the Mu lim demand 
II ngre Icade oon came to believe that Japan 

m to er-run India. They, therefore, demanded that 
\\Cr hould b immediately w1thdr,1wn from India. In 

uit of thi dem nd the Congre al o launched its "Quit 
O\ement Y.hi h led to criou and widespread disorder 
p rt of India. The League leader hip thought that the 
mo,cm nt \\ al o aimed at dealing a mortal blow to 

I of P ki tan. Jinnah therefore ad\i ed the Mu lims to keep 
aJ of fr m the mo ement. Jinnah then ked the Briti h Govern­
ment to "01\lde and Quit''. 

By J 3 Jinnah h d good rea ons to be ti fied with the 
r ult of hi \ ork to consolidate and vitali e the League. Apart 
rom the \'Cf) large following among the Mu lim ma e , the League 

then al controlled mini tri in four provinces, A am, Bengal, 

md nd the Punjab. The goal of Pa.ki tan looked nearer and Jinnah 
then e e pr ion to me of hi view on the propo ed Muslim 
t te 
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the 1u lim 
\I W 

Id." 



p HEME EXAMINED 

f the formula mitigated again t the 
1 l n dcm d Jmnah greed to di cu it with Gandhi in 

. 'hen the t o le dcrs con idercd other proposal 
th n ot1 tio . andhi took the unu ual tand 

Jinnah in hi p nal capacity and not on 
andhi al o id that he \\ not prepared 

t w that the Indian u lim con titutcd a 
t n ti n b, th m h nd in their own right. Both th c 
H• n ' ere un ceptable to Jinn h. 

Dunng the course oft lk it al o became apparent that what 
ndhi really wanted "' that the Briti h Go\ernment hould fir t 

1thdra from India handing o er power to the Central A cmbly 
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iu then on tituted, and ti at tic quc tion of dividing lndi 
be taken up I tcr. To ti i tim table Jinnah w not agr able 
for oh\toUs re on . Jinn h lated hi po ition in the c rd : 

"It Wl uld, thcr fi re, be a llindu maJorit g ' rnm nl 
"'l1il:h"' uld. "'hen it became a permanent federal go,crn­
mcnt, ct up the po t\\< r mmi ion fi r dem r tin 
fr ntier and arranging the plehi cite. I am a k d t 

agree befl re the plcbi cite and, therefore. b fore I kn "' 
what Paki tan will be. to making rrangem nt n def en , 
finance, fordgn affair • mrner e, cu tom rnmuni • 
tinn~. etc., a a ndition of our being llo"' d t h 'e n) 
kind of Paki tan tall: and it "'ill be a 75 p r cent Hindu 
majority go,ernmcnt \\ith wh1 h \\e hall h \Cl re ... 
Thi i not independence. It 1 fi rm of pr 'in i 
nomy, ubje t alwa) in the mo t vit I m tt to an 
O\Crwhelmingl Hindu fcder. I auth rll).'' 

In May 1945 th War end d in uropc. In 
month, Lord Wa ell. \\ho had t ken \Cr fr m Linht 
fall of 1943, made a hid fi r lndi n perati n in th 
Japan. With the appr ' I f the Briti h GO\ernm nt h pr 
that h1 ecuti'e ounc1I h uld e re n ututed a t m 
it almo t ''holly Indian (th nl) b ing him If nd th 
Commander-in- hief and Hindu , nd 1u hm 
hould be equally repr entcd on it. 

ga\e the a urance th t the pr po I 
in no \\a) prejudiced the ttlcment 
India. 

nferen " h w the lnd1 n 
\\ere to be r pr n the i ero)' 
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ant d that al I a t one of it nominee hould be taken in the 
Mu lint quot.1. Th Vic n on his • part wanted that one prominent 

u lim in mb r of the Unioni l Par1y should be included in the 

1thcr of the e demand was acceptable to Jinnah who 

t nd that the League repre cnted Muslim India and, 

therefi re, 1hc Lc.1 uc • lone hould nominate all the Muslim 

1 r important!). Jinnah looked at the propo al from its 
ltkcl} imp. ct n the Paki tan demand. ince the British Government 
wa not then prepared 10 concede that demand, Jinnah felt that 
th Le ue' ntry in the ouncil migflt work against the Mu lim 

he L ague. th refore. declined to participate in the proposed 
n tituted un ii. 1ter Jinnah i ued a statement in which 

id: 

"Our tand h· been, and we have repeatedly made it 
fear to the Briti h Go\ernment, time out of number, 
in e 1940, th'lt we cannot con ider or enter into any 

pr \i 1 n~l interim go\ernment unle a declaration is 
m d by the Rriti h GO\ernment guaranteeing the right 

f clf-detcrminau n f 1u lim and pledging that, after 
th ar, r a oon it may be pos iblc. the Briti h 

rnment w uld c tabli h Paki tan, having regard to 
the b. 1 principle laid down in the Lahore Resolution 

f ti c League . . . . W arc not a minority but a nation 
nd we can only enter into a provi ional arrangement. 

h .,,mg reg rd to the ne 1t1 and exigencies of the 
m m nt created b} the war, and fully cooperate in the 

pr utron of war. and that in th1 arrangement we 
cl med an equal number in the propo ed Executi\e. The 

W II pr po I t t naught both the e condition ..... 

he 

1 eroy that the League did not represent 
u hm lnd1 • hi I 1m could be t led only by a reference to 

ill of the people. he holding of election wa facilitated 

b the fa t thal in Britain the Coalition Government headed by 

hurchill ad been replac d in July 1945 by a Labour 
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ult fully c t 

cal in th pro in 1. I • 

·11 I im of ti 

, con\enti n 

the Mu Jim z 
th Punjab, 
north-\\ e t ''b 
a1 d that an unequi al undert km 
c tabli hment f Pak1 tan \nthout d I 
ti n. Jinnah aid: 

" ur formul 

t1 n 

fi r Jnd1 

t t m nt t 

nu:: TO D R () PAKI A 
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mindful of ll ri hl of th minontic , it would not "allow a 

min rity to pl their' to on th advam;c of a majority." Thi had 
m de Jinn h ry unh ppy nd he had i ucd a tatemcnt in which 
h h d .lid: ''I \\ant to reikr.tte th t the tu lim of India are 

n t nun 

b1rthrrght." 

ft r 

rity, but a JMtion, and elf-determination is their 

rcpre entati\C. of the different 
w II a the rul r of Indian state , the 

1 1 n th n decided to e amine ti e poin of iew of 
t et p rlle . In t ment on 16 ay 1946 lhe Mi ion expr -

d the VJ \ that Ith ugh they \ ere " really impre ed by the very 

enume and cut an 1 ty of the :vtu lim let they hould find t em­
eh ubj t d to p rp tu Hindu maj rity rule", they were not 

n meed tliat the rtition of the country provided a olution of 

tie c mmun I pr blem The i ion put up a plan of it own which 

pr d d t t there hould be a Union of Briti h India a well as 

the Ind1 n t , hi h I ould d I '' ith only three ubjects defence. 
fi r i n , ffi 1 nd ommuni tion ; and hould ha\e the power 

1 e the fin n n cd fi r handling the e ubject . To allay 
hm fe: f Hindu m J raty rul , the plan prO\ided that com-

munal matte in the Uni n legi lature would be decided both by a 

j nty of the member oting and by a majority of Hindu and 

p rately. dditionally, the plan provided 

t group of pro ince , of which two A sam 

nd B ngal group in the t and the Punjab Sind, Baluchi tan and 



0 TH FO DER 0 P Kl A 

the orth- t ·r nu r gr up II\ the north·\\ t 'rnuld h \C 

. tu lim majoriu . Inc thrc r up \\cre to decide on ubje l \\h1 h 
the y.ould d I in omm n and which' ould he dellt \\ith b) th 

pro' 111 ind1 1d uall . 

Jmnah ' d1 pp intcd "ith the recommend ti n of the 
a hi net 1 i 1 n. On 22 11 1946, he i sued a tat cm nt in \\hi h 

t ternent in wlu h it h d 
"thou ht fit to 

"an e ential fc tur heme''. 

1i ion' plan 



BRITISH PLA TO KEEP I DI U ITED FAIL 

TH· Cabinet 1i ion' plan had also pro\ided for the setting 

up f an Interim alition Government. Becau e th Interim 
o cmm nt propo d to be t up immediately and it was to 

mhent Imo t all authority the ongre leader were anxiou to 
hav ntr lling \Oic in 1t. The iceroy's original idea wa that 

d hould consi t of 5 Congre men, 5 

Tuer upon the ic r y. 'ith the approval of the Cabinet 
1 ued n 16 June 1946 a tatement in ~·hich he aid that 

\emm nt ould ha\e 14 member . of whom 6 will be 
men, 5 u lim Lea uer, ne Sikh. one Indian Chri tian 
P ec It p ifi lly mentioned in the tatcment: ''In 

the e ent of the t m J r p rue or either of them pro' ing unwilling 
to JOlll m the tttn up f lition Government on the above 
Im , It 1 the mtent1on of the Viceroy to proceed with the forma-
1 n of an Intenm Go mment which , .. ;11 be as repre entati\'e a 

p 1 le of tho e ''illing to ace pt the tatement of May 16th." 

al o una eptable to the Congr and 
It rt et ne t1at1 n Uh the memb rs of the Cabinet 

11 ton On the other hand the League on the clear under landing 
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of the e rel negotiation b c me known on 
iceroy invited ehru to form the interim 

u u t, which h d been declared by th Le •ue 
ir t tion Oa), there occum:d seriou communal ri ts in 

utt· ''her the Muslims formed 24 % of the total population. 
riot I d to much tmined relation between the Hindu and 

th Mu lim throu hout th country. n 24 Augu t the iceroy 
nn un ed th new Interim Government wllich wa t take office 
n 2 eptemb r. Thi Ii t c ntained name of three non-League 
1u hm a in t the quota C'lrmarked f'or the Muslim League. 

After the ann un erncnt, \! avcll asked for the League' coopcra­
t1 n. Jinn h th n repli1..>d: .. The iccroy ha committed a double 

b t y 1 m m ba k on hi olemn ord in ignoring and by­
p 

B 
b 

ituation, the Viceroy 

ti lied but at the ame time 
n n-participation in the Interim G \ern-

1u lim intcrc t . He, then.:fore, decided 
in th \Cmm nt. About the long-term 

the t nd that h '' uld call a meeting of the 
n he \\a at" lied ti t c n titution-making 

rding to the procedure laid do n in the tatement 

tob r ommun.al riot broke out 
hah di trict in Bengal \\here the Mu lims 

lthou h th e riot were on a \Cry much 

utta, the Hindu pre publi hed terrible 

ton • ing that th Hmdu had ulfered 
ut fr \eng , the Hindu tarted in the fir t week 

mber, planned m re of 1u lims in the Mu lim minority 

of 81har. ordtng to Lt. General ir ranci Tuker, 

m charge of the E tern ommand: "Of all the terrible 

dotn of 1946, thi fi rful carnage a the mo t hocking. It 



0 P KI A 

f Hmdu turned udd nly, 

\ on by an ther nhL acre of Mu lim 
t h\\, r in the nit d Pr vin c , where a cording 

Mu lim 

ncral quoted arli r "practi ally every Mu Jim man, " m n 
nd child w murd red \\ ith apalling cruelty". 

In 

to re-c 
in the 

u to 
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r 1 Ldcr critici ed thi t.lt rnent and on 15 [) • 

t ted: "WlUltevcr form of con titution we rn y 
crnbly \\ill bc1.:ome the constitution of 

c pts it r not ... We cannot and 
interfcn.:ncc ... ·· On 22 December 

in London by ome day after the 
ovcrnmcnt leaders. During hi tay, 

1th Reuter he id that he had no doubt that 
uld h friendly neighbour . Later he 

u lim Lea ue in London. When he wa returning. 
e j urne m • iro nd met. am ng t other . the King 

pt nd the Grand tufti of Pal tine. 

he 

th mal d i ion in hulT). He called a meeting of the Working 

mmittee of the League t the end of January 1947. The corn-
mt t n idered the entire itu tion in depth and came to the 

n I ion that the qu h 1 tion ''hich had been made in the 
·· onfer the right of veto within the ection 
hat i more ab urd on ·a part of a pro\ ince · 
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THI: ontinued bo)COtl of the Constituent Assembly by the 

Mu lim League forced the British Government to make some 
nc\ mo-.e bout the future of India. Accordingly, on 20 February 
1947 Prime Min ter Attlee made a statement in whid1 he said: 
.. The pr nt tale of uncertainty i fraught with danger and cannot 
b indefinitely prolonged. Hi Majesty's Government wish to make 
at I r that it i their definite intention to take the necessary step 
to efli t the tran ference of power into respon ible Indian hand 
by a date not later than June 194 :· At the ame time it wa announ-

d that Wa\ II was being replaced by Lord Mountbatten, who 
urned office n 24 March. 

1th the fixation of the date of the tran fer of power, the 
Hmdu nnd the ongr tried to put pres ure on Jinnah in different 

y . Th c mmunal riot! became more frequent and pread to 
ther par of India. ne\\ mo\e adopted by the Congress 

t impr upon Jinnah that if he insi ted on a separate 
tat the t o uslim majority pro inces of th.e Punjab and Bengal 

"' uld ha e to be partitioned. Sardar Vallabhai Patel, the strong­
m n of the Congr , thought that the Briti h Government would not 
gree t the di 1 ion of th.e two provinces. "In the end they {the 

British Go emment will see th.e wisdom of handing over the reins 
of go emment to the trongest party.·· 

The ne iceroy w alarmed by the communal riots and 
ed the Congr leaders and Jinnah to i ue a joint peace appeal. 

Jinnah readily agreed. It was soon brought to Jinnah's notice that 
m the Punjab the Sikhs, under the leadership of Master Tara Singh, 
h d made plan to d troy the Muslims and to set up their own state, 
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hi h pr ided fi r the ettin up n IS ugu t 1947 of two Domi­
nion , c h "ith it O\ n go' rnor g neral, the di' i ion of the provin­

f th Punj b and Bengal on the ha i of the Mu lim and non-
tu lim m j rity di tri t 1f the members of the as emhlie of th 

t\I. pr 'in1.: o de ired r terendurn in the orth-We t hontier 
Pr in1.: , nd the lhet di trict f As · m Province to determine 
the preferen e of th people of the two region in re ·peel of their 

ither of them. In th ca e of ind there wa to be a vote 
emhl nd the cider in Baluchi tan were to decide the 

'in c . If the oting went in favour oft\\ o eparate 
t t , tw c n utu nt cmblie would be et up, and two bound­
ry c mmi 1 n \l.Ould be appointed, one to demarcate the final 

boundari of th tw Punjab and the other of two Bengals and 
ylhct. Jinnah' r tion to the plan was that he would place it 

bcfi r th League' 1 uncil for its con ideration. Mountbatten, 
rep rted by Alan ·mph II-John on, then told Jinnah: "If 

t t i y ur ttitudc, then the leader of the Congre Party and 
1kh will refu e fin I ceptance ... ; chao will follow, and you 
ill I c ) ur P ki tan probably for good." Jinnah re:icted by 
y1 : " hat mu l be mu l be." 

rher 1t had been announced by the Briti h Government 

that when India became independent paramountcy of the British 

Go emment o er the Indian princely stales would lapse and the 

tat '\\Ould become free to join either ucces or state or to become 

ind pendent 

The Indian Independence Act of 1947 provided that the 
t o u c r tat in India might have the same person as Govemor­
General. This pro 1S1on had ob iou ly been made at the uggestion 
of ountbatten. ho wanted to have the unique di tinction of 
being the Go emor-General of united India as well as of the two 
u r tat . The Congrcs was agreeable to have Mountbatten 

India' Go ernor-General. But Jinnah thought that some times 
he t o Go emment might offer confticting ad ices and in tho e 

the common Governor-General might find himself placed 
m a cry embarras ing position. Jinnah, therefore, proposed that 
the t o Donunion hould ha e eparate Go ernors-General and 
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, v.ard. but e ha\e agreed to abide by it and it i bind111 
u 

im1f, rl , P, ki tan suffer d in the matter of the di\ 1 ion of 

th arm d for c ,md e4uipmcnt and tore . This \\ork had been 

ntru t d to f·icfd Marshal f,u1de Auchinleck in his position a 

orn111.1nder of the rmed orces of India and P; kistan 

be compl t d by I April 1948. Though opposed to the 

h 111 e rlier, uchinleck decided to he impartial bctv.ecn 

tarted mak111g plans to defi,er to them their 

t th time of partition mo t of the store were in 

on Au hinfc1.:k' pfnn became kno\\n to the Indian 

t; rt d a campaign again t him. The Viceroy, instead 

f upport111 th Supreme ommander. arranged for the closing 

d ' n f th h dquartcr of the 'upreme ommander before any 

ub tanll.tl h<LT of Paki t n in the store <•nd equipment had been 
d II\ r d. 

n th r 1n tan e of Mountbatten' di regard for Mu lim 

mter t m y be gi,en here. The British Go\'ernor of the Punjab had 

n telling untb tten that the ikhs had made plan to create 

Tl u tr u I . n I July 1947 he once again \HOie to Mountbatten 

)m th t the 1kh v. re in n \Cr) dangerous mood. Particularly 

be u the 1kh h d b n a the in man~ part of the Punjab and 

h d b en but hering fu hm . Jinnah asked the Viceroy that the 

1 h Icade hould be arr led. E\en though Mountbatten pro­

tern a tion he did nothing and the killing of Mu Jim 

nunu d. t the time of independence, there was, therefore. wide­

n un m man) par of the Punjab. On I Augu t Radcliffe" 

ard ' rel ed to the pr • under which a large number of 
lu Jim m jor1t ar had been gi,en to India. Thi led to increa ed 
1lhn of u hm in the E t Punjab and the princely tate of the 

Pun b. Indeed the u lims uffered o much. pecially at the 

d ik and their allie , the Ra htriya Swayam Sevak 

ultimately decided to evacuate all Muslims 

The phg t of th c Mu lim ga\e a great hock to Jinnah 
nd he d fared that-
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Hi tory will re ord it verdict on tho e who e tre chery and 
machination I t loo e forces of di order and di ruption in 

thi ubcontin nt cau ing death of Jakh , cnormou d tru • 
tion of prop rty and bringing about uffcring nd mi ry 
to m ny million h uprooting them from th ir horn and 
hearth and II that a dear t th m. Th y t m tr 
ma . acre of dcfcncclc s and innocent pc pl put to h me 
C\ n the mo t heinou atro itic committed b) w r t ty nt 
known to history. We have been the ictim f a de pl 
laid and v.cll planned c n piracy e utcd \\1th ult r 
disregard of cl mentary principle of h ne ty hi lry • nd 
honour.' 

It i obviou that if Mountbatten h d t ken 
ikh I de 

f 

mtere t an lnd1, n 

done.' 
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rm d m K rachi on 7 August 1947 to take up 

talc. The 

who were 
real that the prO\ incial machinery 

ugu t, 

nd p rti ularly for the welfare 

Y.ant to ma c this great tate 

nd pro perou Y.e h uld wholly and solely 

11-b mg of the p pie and e pecially of the 

ou are bound to ucceed.' 

\\ nted to ure the minoritie . He, 

re free , y u are free to go to your temple , you 

t g to y ur mo qu or to an} other places of 

hip .. . You m y b long to any religion or ca te or 

recd t t nothing to do \\ith the busine of the 
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t t • . • \ , I think ' e hould keep that 111 fr nt of u 
I, and you \ 111 find that m c u e of tim 

'' uld c a e t be llindu and u lim w uld 

politic I 

·1 he on titu nt 
Jinnah the t1tlc of 

On 15 

the min riti in the '~ rd : " 
''ord , deed and th u ht th 

To\\ards the 

r heel t nfi r n 
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rmy w uld immediately r ign. In this situation, the 

z m h d t \\ithdm\ hi order. 

ttlc the Ka lunir problem with 

O\ crnmcnt leaders was 

m hi broadca t to the people of the United 

uaid made two important policy statements. 

g \ ming Paki tan ·s foreign policy, the 
rv d: 

" ur fi rci n poli y i one of friend line s and goodwill 

I the n lion of the world. We do not cherish 

r i c de ign ag in t any country or nation. We 

beli e in the principle of hone ty and fairplay in national 

nd intern tional dealing and arc prepared to make our 

utmo t contribution to the promotion of peace and pro -

perity among the nation of the world. Paki tan will never 

be Ii und I eking in e ·tending i material and moral 

upport to the oppr ed and uppre sed peoples of the 

orld and in upholding the principles of the United 

ation hartcr. 

On the i ue of the future con titution of Paki tan, the Quaid 

d red: 

" ... I am ure that it will be of a democratic type, 

em dying the essential feature of I lam. Today, they are 

appli ble in actual life as they were J ,300 year ago. 
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t bh hm nt f P 1 -

f 
th 

ing the tri I r pr1: ntati e , th Qu id 

I am glad t n te th t • ou ha ur 
loyalty to Pa i tan and that you ill h Ip P th 

all your r our~ and ability .. . . I m full f th 
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in the e tabli hrnent of 
ur loyalty, help, a urances 

ou know, the withdrawal 
a concrete and definite 

n working hard to find solution· 
h1 h th n w state was facing and a· a 

d uffer d 'cry badly. It wa , therefore, 
h uld go to Ziarat in Baluchi tan for 

th Qu,iid h d to inaugurate the State Bank 
t mar the O\ercignty of Paki tan in the 
Quaid then made a very important pro­

policie : 

OU G 

I hough the Quaid had returned to Ziarat, there wa no 
ement in his condition. In fact early in September hi con­

e riou and he had to be brought back to Karachi 
ember. The Quaid-i- i.am died the ame evening. 

I 
I 
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The Quaid-i-Az m will be remembered in hi tory 
few world lead rs ho combined in them elves a larg num r f 
lofty trai . H grea. p rliamentarian and hi I gi w 
assail ble. He w uld think a hundred tim b for comin t 
deci i n, but once h had made up hi mind he w uld not h n 
it. He could n vcr b pur tu cd and had alway the ouragc t 
what he thought w right . He w. willing to upport t hi 
limit cau whi h he ~ It were ju t. More than anything 
belie ed in high prin ipl both in pri ate and pubhc h~ 
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