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Introduction

It is quite fitting that the Igbal Academy has printed this set of indexes.
Allama Igbal [d. 1938] had a very close philosophical and spiritual affinity
with Imam Rabbani (as Ahmad Sirhindi is popularly known). He also
recommended in his memoirs (Igbal nama [Lahore, 1951] 2:48) that further
studies on Ahmad Sirhindi should be done. Ten years ago Suheyl Umar and
Ahmad Javed of the Igbal Academy in Lahore, Pakistan, suggested that I
translate Maktubat-i Imam Rabbani (hereafter Maktubat) into English. It was
the idea of a partial translation that led the way to prepare an index. While
reading all 536 letters and getting an overview of Ahmad Sirhindi's thinking, I
slowly prepared the index. The primary goal, however, of a published index is
for scholars and practitioners to have increased access to the main corpus of
Ahmad Sirhindi's writing. The profusion and complexity of intertwining
topics requires one to read the Maktubat from cover to cover to even partially
get an idea of what he had to say. Few scholars or practitioners have the time
to do this -- especially if they have just a special topic or question in mind.

Although the Nur Ahmad edition has topical summaries before each
of the nine sections and summaries of the subjects discussed at the beginning
of each letter, these are very general and necessarily incomplete indications
that are difficult to use. For this reason, few scholars have informed their
research through the Maktubat. Given the increasing scholarly interest in the
Nagshbandi-Mujaddidi lineage over the last fifteen years such an index has
become a desiratum, if not a necessity. Many have ranked the Maktubat along

with Maulana Rumi's Mathnawi in terms of vital transnational impact across

the Islamic world. From a historical perspective there is no doubt that the
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Maktubat is the most important and widespread collection of sufi letters in the
Islamic tradition while serving as the doctrinal reference point for the

Nagshbandiyya- Mujaddidiyya over the last four hundred years.

Prior indexes and related material

In addition to the aforementioned summaries done by Nur Ahmad in his
critical edition of the Maktubat, other scholars and practitioners have made
noteworthy contributions. Prior to the Nur Ahmad edition, finished in
1334/1916 (the former date is hijri and the latter Common Era), Muhammad
Sa'id, a disciple of *Abdulghani bin Abu Sa'id Dihlawi, compiled some of the
hadith used in the Maktubat, entitled Tashyid al-mabani fi takhrij ahadith
maktubat al-Imam Rabbani (Hyderabad, Deccan: Matba® Fayd al-Karim,
1311/1894). The latest, and probably the most comprehensive, study on
hadith in the Maktubat is the unpublished doctoral dissertation of Babur Baig
Mitaly entitled, "Maktubat-i Mujaddid Alf-i Thani: takrij-i ahadith" (Lahore:
Punjab University, 1994). In a summary that the author kindly sent, he notes
267 different hadiths in Arabic, of which roughly 40% are marfu" sahih, 25%
hasan, 10% da 'if, and 25% without formal classification. In addition there are
95 different hadiths in Persian translation of which roughly 50% are marfu’
sahih, 25% hasan, 20% da’if, and 5% magqtu’. He notes 36 sayings of the
Companions and 150 sayings of Ahmad Sirhindi that have similar meanings
to hadiths. In the Maktubat-i Imam Rabbani (Karachi: Educational Press,
1972) there is a short six-page index of the addressees.

Clearly the most comprehensive set of indexes to date are in

Zawwar Husayn's Urdu translation of the Maktubat, entitled, Maktubat-i

Hadrat Mujaddid Alfi Thani ka Urdu tarjama, 4 vols. (Karachi: Ahmad
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Brothers Printers, 1988-1993). In addition to the parallel topical indexes
contained here, he has indexes for things, time-related things, and acts of
worship. For an Urdu reader all of these indexes are useful, although one has
to search in four different volumes for any given topic. Only page numbers
are given (rather than the number of the letter plus the page number) so an
Urdu reader can only use these indexes with this specific translation. In the
fourth volume he includes comprehensive indexes for God, Muhammad, the
Companions, and Intimates of God, Ibn al-Arabi, Ahmad Sirhindi, worship
and supplications, and miscellaneous subjects.

The present set of indexes includes Qur'an citations, Hadiths,
Sayings, Technical vocabulary and terms, Persons, Groups, Books, and
Places. Details on these indexes and how to use them are given in the "User's

Manual for the Indexes" below.

Acknowledgements
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52

have never been conceived.
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Suheyl Umar who is responsible for the countless final publishing details that
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make this book in your hands a tangible reality.

User's manual for the indexes in this volume

The entire set of indexes has been keyed to Nur Ahmad's critical edition of the
Maktubat, first printed in Amritsar. This edition has been subsequently
reprinted at least six more times, the most recent being Maktubat-i Imam
Rabbani (Quetta: Maktaba-yi al-Quds, 1999), which appeared as soon as the
1991 Peshawar edition (University Book Agency) went out of print. Two
editions, Maktubat-i Imam Rabbani (Lahore: 1964-1971) and (Istanbul:
Wakif Ihlas, 1977), are of reduced size and the pagination differs from the
other six editions. For those using these or editions/translations other than the
Nur Ahmad edition, a list of the 536 letters and their page numbers has been
compiled so one can more easily find entries using just the number of the
specific volume and the letter. This is particularly helpful for the longer
letters. Each entry in this set of indexes has three numbers:
Volume.Letter:Page number so 2.54:6 is an entry in volume two, letter fifty
four on page six of the Nur Ahmad (non-Lahore/Istanbul) edition. Semicolons
separate entries. Except for addressee, the additional topical information
supplied at the beginning of most letters by Nur Ahmad has not
been indexed except in special cases.

The Qur'an Index is arranged alphabetically by first letter and in

the Arabic letter order (hamza before ba and ha before waw) in this and the
Hadith index. As in early Qur'anic orthography, vowel markings and dagger
alifs are not indicated. Such information can be found in modern published
Qur'ans using the chapter/verse information provided. The number of the sura,

a colon, and then the verse number, follows each entry; [19:3] is sura nineteen
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and verse three. In the Arabic this would be read from right to left [19:%] so in
the actual index such an entry would be sura three, verse nineteen.

The Hadith Index is arranged alphabetically by first letter for
hadiths written in Arabic. Using Muhammad Sa'id's study and Nur Ahmad's
notes, a preliminary indication where to find each hadith or closely-worded
hadith has been included after most entries. Following Persian usage, the
definite article of the scholar's nisbas has been omitted. Hadith specialists will
be able to consult the sources indicated for further information. In terms of
technical hadith authenticity there is a full spectrum of hadith in the
Maktubat. Often what has been considered by many to be a hadith others have
considered a sufi saying or a popular saying. God knows best. The criterion
for inclusion in this index has been Ahmad Sirhindi, Nur Ahmad, or
Muhammad Sa'id declaring a certain saying to be that of the Prophet. This
includes hadith qudsis where a non-Qur'anic saying is attributed to God.
Readers interested in hadith in Persian, sayings that resemble hadith, formal
hadith analysis, and remarks of the Companions are advised to consult
Mitaly's thesis mentioned above.

The Index of Sayings by sufis, imams, and other notables is also
arranged alphabetically by first letter. This is not a comprehensive index but a

representative sample of the kind of expressions found in the Maktubat.

When Ahmad Sirhindi or Nur Ahmad mentions the source of the saying, it is

noted in brackets after the entry.

The Index of Terms and Technical Vocabulary is the heart of the
work and is explicitly analytical. Ideally, by reading entries in this index one
can formulate an idea of the concepts discussed in the Maktubat. The goal

has been to convey the main ideas of Ahmad Sirhindi and the ideas that he
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refuted, i.e., one should not assume that all ideas in the index are those of
Ahmad Sirhindi. There is no claim for completeness in terms of each
individual word being noted in the index; this is a conceptual index not a
concordance of words. If an entry is mentioned once on a page it usually is
not recorded again. This means that the page mentioned for an entry
containing analytical information might mention that word in a different
context. Please note that the reader might need to supply the Persian idafa in
some cases. For example, under the heading ahkam is ijtihadi which reads
ahkam-i ijtihadi and under the heading of ahmad is ism which reads ism-i
ahmad.

Compiling this index has been challenging because of the difficulty
of balancing comprehensiveness with a level of detail that does not burden the
reader. For explicitly overlapping or contrasting topics, cross-references are
provided. Due to the interrelated nature of Sirhindi's ideas, one sentence could
often be cited in five different places. Here each reference is cited once for
ease of use. The reader is advised to look under many different rubrics, e.g.,
for those interested in Sirhindi's sufi concepts or juristic ideas, the magam and
shari’a entries are mini-indexes respectively. Other "mini-indexes" include

hagqiqat, sifat, tariqat, ‘alam, ‘ilm, qalb, kamalat, and walayat.

The Index of Persons, like the indexes that follow it, has been
compiled with the goal of listing each name mentioned in the Maktubat. The
first priority has been to use nisbas to order the names while cross-referencing
has been provided for well-known individuals and for multiple permutations
of a name. Honorifics are given in parentheses after the name. The notes of
Nur Ahmad and Zawwar Husayn's Urdu translation are the basic secondary

sources consulted for the limited biographical information supplied in
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brackets. This and the Index of Groups that follows are semi-analytical and
the same provisos (idafa usage and one mention per page) that pertain for the
Index of Terms and Technical Vocabulary apply here. The Index of Groups,
Index of Books, and the Index of Place Names are fairly straightforward.
For the Index of Books the Arabic definite article is disregarded in ordering
the titles; authors, if mentioned in Nur Ahmad's notes, are noted in brackets.
Responsibility for accuracy rests with the author. He kindly requests those
using these indexes to be patient with any errors or omissions they

might find.

Arthur F. Buehler
Peshawar, Pakistan

1 May 2000
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