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PREFACE. 
. l 

The followintfpages are based on 
a. report of an Address which I deli­
v red in London at an Ashura. 
MajliR on Thur day the 2 th May, 
1931 (Muharr m 1360 A.H.), at the 
th W aidorf Hotel. The r port was 
uh qu ntl. corre t d and lightly 
xpand d. Th Maj li was a notable 

gath ring, which met at the invita­
tion f Mr. A .. M. Anik. Nawab 

mar Hayat Khan, Tiwana, 
d. and member of all schools 

f th ught in I lam, a. well a non­
M w~lim , join d reverently in doing 
h n ur to th m mory of the great 
M rtyr of I lam. By it inclu ion 
in th Pr r iv I lam Pamphlets 

ri it i hoped to r a h a larger 
public than w r able to b pr ent 
in p r on. rhaps, ar o, it may 
h Ip to i:;tr ngth n the bond of 
br h rly lo which unite all who 
hold . r d the id al of brotherhood 
pr h d by the Prophet in his last 

rm on. 

A. YUSUF ALI. 





IMAM HUSAIN 
AND 

His Martyrdom. 

Sorrow as a Bond of Union. 

I am going to talk this after­
noon about a v ry olemn subject, 
th martyr om of Imam Hu ain at 

rb h, of \Vhi h we ae celebrating 
th annivcr. ary. A tho Chairman 
b • r iightly pointod out, it is 
on of thos \vond rful vent in our 
r Ii iou hi tory about which all ects 
ar agr ed. fore than that, in this 
room have the honour of addre s­
in om people who do not belong 
to our religious persuasion, but I 
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venture to think that the view I put 
forward to-day may be of inter t to 
them from its historical, it..q moral 
and its spiritual significance. Inde d, 
when we con ider the background 
of that gr at tragedy, and all that 
has happened during the 12 9 lunar 
years since, w cannot fail to be con­
vinced that ome ev nts of orrow a:nd 
apparent defeat are r ally the v ry 
things which are calculat d to bring 
about, or lead us towards, the union 
of humanity. 

How Martyrdom healed divisions. 

When we invite trangers or 
gu sts and mak th m 'fr of our 
family cir le, that mean the gr at­
e t outflowing of our h ar to t.h m. 
The v nt that I am goin to 
scribe refer to ome of the mo t 
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touching incidents of our domestic 
hi tory in their sipiritual a pect. 
W k our brethren of other 
faith to come, and share with 
u m of the thought which are 
c 11 d forth by this event. As a 
m tt r of fa t all tudents of history 
ar a ware that the horrors that are 
onn ct d with the great event of 

K rb la did more than anything 
l e to unite together the various 

contendin faction which had un­
fortunat ly appeared at that early 
tag of fu lim hi tory. You know 

the olcl Per ian saying applied to the 
rophet : Tu barae wasl kardan 

amadt; Ni barae fasl kardan amadi : 
"Thou earnest to the world to unite, 
no to Jivide." That was wonder­
fully e~ emplified by the sorrows and 
uff ring and finally the martyrdom 

of Imam Husain. 

3 

.......-..---...-.----..-..--..---.... ---..---.... -.....--.... ..-...-.. -.....-.. --.. .. -- .... ---.. .... -.. .. .............. ---... ... -..---.... ................. -.. .. -- .. ..-..---.......... -- ........ ---..-.. .... 



r---'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~...r-.~~ 

f 

l 
} 

Commemoration of great virtues. 

There ha been in our hi tory a 
tendency sometim to 1 brat the 
event merely by wailing and tdbula­
tion, or ometime by ymbol like 
the Tazias that you in India,­
Taboots a somo p oplo all th m. 
Well, symboli m or vi ibl emblems 
may som time be u eful in c rtain 
circum tances a t nding to crv t 1-
lize idea . But I think the Mu lims 
of India of the pr ont day ar quite 
ready to adopt a more off "'tive way 
of celebrating the martyrdom, and 
that is by cont mplating the gr at 
virtues of the martyr, trying to 
under tand the ignificanc of the 
event in which he took par~, an 
translating tho e great moral and 
spiritual lessons into their own liv · 
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From that point of view I think you 
will agree that it is good that we 
hould Hit together, even people of 

differ nt faiths, -sit together and 
con ider the great historic event, in 
which were exemplified such soul­
stirring virtues as those of unshaken 
faith, undaunted courage, thought 
for others, willing self-sacrifice, 
steadfastness in the right and un­
flinching war again t the wrong. 
I lam has a history of beautiful 
dome tic affection , of sufferings and 
of spiritual endeavour, second to 
none in the world. That side of 
Mu lim history, although to me the 
mo, t preciou , is, I am sorry to say, 
often neglected. It is mo t import­
ant that we should call attention to 
it, reiterated attention, the attention 
of our own people as well as the 
attention of tho e who are interested 
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in historical and religious truth. If 
th r is anything precious in Islamic 
history it is not the war , or the 
politics, or the brilliant xpan ion, 
or the gloriou conqu t , or v n 
the intell ctual poil which our an­
c Rtor gath r d. In th s matt 
our history, lik all hi. tory, ha i 
light and shad . 'Vhat we n d 
e pccially to cmpha i is th piritof 
organization, of brotherhood, of un­
daunted courage in moral and 
spiritual life. 

Plan of discourse. 
I propose fir t to give you an id a 

of the geographical setting and the 
hi torical back-ground. Th n I want 
very briefly to ref er to the actual even 
that happened in the Muharram and 
finally to draw your attention to the 
great lessons which we can learn 
from them. 

6 



Geographical Picture. 

In placing before you a geographic­
al picture of the tract of country in 
whi h the great tragedy was enacted, I 
con, id r my lf fortunate in having 
my own p r onal memories to draw 
upon. Th y make the picture vivid 
to my mind, and they may help you 
al o. When I vi ited those scenes 
in 1928, I r memb r going down 
from Baghdad through all that 
c untry wat r d by the Euphrates 
riv •r. As I crossed the river by a 

of boats at Al-Musaiyib on a 
pril morning, my thoughts 

l pt ov r c nturi s and centuries. 
To th 1 ft of the main river you 
h th o1d lassie ground of Baby-
1 nian i tory ; you have the railway 

ti n of Hilla; you have the ruins 
of the city of Babylon, witnessing to 

7 
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one of the greatest civilization of 
antiquity. It was so mingled with 
the dust that it i only in r cent 
years that w have begun to und Jr­
stand its magnitude and magni­
ficence. Then you have th gr at 
river system of th Euphratm1 1 the 
Furat as it is call d, a riv r unlike 
any other riv r we know. It tak 
its rise in many sourc s from tho 
mountain of Eastern Armenia, and. 
sweeping in great zig-zag through 
rocky country, it finally skirts the 
de ert as we see it now. Wh r v r 
it or its interlacing branch or 
canals can r ach, it has conv r d 
the desert into fruitful cultivated 
country · in the pictur que phra , 
it has made the de ert blo om as 
the rose. It kirts round the Ea t rn 
edge of the Syrian de ert and th n 
flows into marshy land. In a tract 

8 
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not f r from Kerbela itself there are 
lake. which receive its water , and 
act r . ervoir . Lower down it 
unit with the other river, the 
T' ri , and the united riv rs fl.ow in 

f the hatt-al-Arab into 

Abundant uater &; tragedy of thrist. 

From h mo t ancient times 
thi tr of the lower Euphrates has 

rd n. It wa a cradle of ' 
·li a ion, a meeting place 
um r and Arab, and later 

h r ian and Arabs. It 
a ric , v ll wat red country, with 

-p. Im. and pomegranate grove . 
frui fol fi ld can f d populous 

citi an 1 it lu ciou pa ture attra t 
h no acl ab of th d . ert, with 

th ir gr at fl k nd herd . It is 
of articularly tra ic ignificance 
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. 
that on the border of such a well-
watered land, should have be n 
enacted the tragedy of great and 
good men dying of thirst and laugh­
tered becau e they refused to bend 
the knee to the forces of iniquity. 
The English poet's lines "Wat r, 
water everywhere, and not a drop to 
drink " are brought home forcibly to 
you in thi borderland b tween 
abundant water and de olate sand .. 

Kerbela and Ill Great Dome. 

I remember the emotion ·with 
which I approached Kerbela from 
the East. The rays of the morning un 
gilttheGumba.z-i-Faiz,thegr atdom 
that crowns the building containin 
the tomb of Imam Hu ain. K r l 
actually tands on one of the g t 
caravan route of the d ert. To­
day the river city of Kufa, one 

10 
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Khilafa.t capital, is a mere village, 
and the city of Najaf is famous for 
th tomb of Hazrat Ali, but of little 
comm rcial importance. Kerbela, 
thi outpost of the desert, is a mart 
and a m ting ground a well as a 
acr cl place. It is the port of the 

d rt, ju t a Basra, lower down, is 
a port for the Per ian Gulf. Beauti­
fully k pt is the road to the mau o-
1 um, to which all through the y ar 
ome pilgrims from all parts of the 

world. Beautiful coloured enam 11 d 
til . cl corate th building. Im1ide, 
in the ceiling arnd upper walls, there 
i gr at d al of glas mmmic. The 
gl . e m to catch and refl ct the 
Ii ht. The effect i that of rich 

oru cation of light ombinecl with 
th ol mnity of a clo d building. 
Th mb it If i in a sort of inner 
grill, and below the ground is a sort 

11 
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of cave, wh re is shown th actual 
plac where th Martyr fell. Th 
city of ajaf is just about 40 mil 
to the outh, with th tomb of Hazrat 
Ali on th high ground. You can 
see the gold n dome for mil 
ar6und. Just four miles from ajaf 
and conn ted with it by a tramway 
is the d sert d city of Kufa.. Th 
mo que is larg , but bar and practi­
cally unu ed. Th blu dome and the 
Mihrab of nam 11 d tiles bear wit­
ness to the ancient glory of the 
place. 

Citie& and their Cultural Meaning. 

The buildi~ uf K ufa and B ra 
the two gr at outpo u of th Mu lim 
Empire, in the 16th y arof th I ijr 
was a vi ible symbol that lam w 
pu hing i tr ngth and building up 
a new civilisation, not only in a mili· 

12 
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tary m1 , but in moral and social 
id a.~ nd in the ciences and arts. 
Th old ff t citieR did not content 
it, any mor than the old and effete 
~' t 'InR whi hit di placed. Nor was 

it ontent with the fir t t p it took. 
It w· alway examining, testing, 
di carding, r -fashioning its own 
handiwork. 'l'h r was always a 
part· that want d to stand on old 

a • , to t.ak itie like Dama cus 
r n ymad , that loved ea e and the 
path of 1 m1t r sistanc . But the 
g t r oul str t h d out to new 
fronti -of id a as w 11 a eogra­
phy. 'rh y f lt that old s ats were 
lik d acl wood hr edin worms and 
rott nn that wer a dang r to 
hi h r fo1111 of life. The cla. h 
b tw n th m was part of the 

of Kerb la. Behind the 
there is often 

13 
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the burp;eoning of new ideas. L t 
us ther fore xaminc th matt r a 
little mor clos ly. It will r al 
th hidcl n spring of som ry 
int r sting hist ry. 

Vici.c;siludes of !t!ecca and Medina. 

Th gr at ·iti of I lam at i 
birth w re M ca and f dina. 
M c a, th ntr of old Arabian 
pilgrimag , the bir hpl c f th 
Proph t, r j t d th Proph t' L 

ing, and cast him off. I idola ry 
w effet ; its tribal 
was ~ t ; its f rocity 
T acher of the w Li 
The Prophet hook i 
f t, and w nt to M 
th athrib, 

J wi h popu-
la ion. It r iv wi h ag in 
th teaching of the Prophet; it 

14 
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a ylum to him and hi Companions 
and H lper . Ho recon tituted it 
and it b ame tho n w City of Li ht. 
f a, with it old god and it old 
up r titian , tri d to ubdue this 

n w Light and d tr y it. The 
human dd w r in favour of Mecca. 
But od\ purpo e uph ld the Light, 

nd ubdued th old M cca. But 
th roph t cam to build a well a 

d troy. I d troy d the old 
p ni m, an light d a n w beacon 
in f a-th aeon of Arab unity 
an human broth rhood. \Vhen the 

r ph t' lif nd d on this earth, 
h · pidt r main d. It in. pired hi 
p opl , ncl I d th m from victory to 

j r 1 • \ h r moral or . piritual 
and mateiial vi torie go hand in 
hand, th pirit of man advance all 
along the lino. But ometimes 
there i a material victory, with a 

16 
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spiritual fall, and ometime thcr i 
a spiritual vi.ct ry with a material 
fall, and then we have trag dy. 

Spirit of Dama cus. 

I lam' fir t wa t · 
ward -ria, wh re th P°' · r w 
c ntr d in the 

"' 
I 

luxuriou , 

1 

oft, 
m n. That 
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contra t was forced on the Muslims 
wh n ama cus b came a Mu. lim 
it . Th v w r in a diff r nt moral 

nnd piritual atmo ph r . ome 

su umb <l to th Roft ning in flu nc s 
- of ambit,ion, luxury, w al th. pride of 

lo • of a P, and HO on. 1 lam 
cl I way a th champion of the 
t rngg d moral virtu . It 

w. 1t <l no compr mi with evil in 
h p r form, with luxury, with 

, vitb the duction of thi 
I w· a pro t again t 

t th repr en-
of that prot t g t i:i ftened 

Thy ap d the 
n prin of th world in tead 

of trh in ., to 1 ader of piritual 
thou ht. i cipline wa relaxed, 
and go rno ru pired to be greater 
than th Khalif as. This bore bitter 
fruit later. 

17 



Snare of Riches. 

M anwhil Per ia c me within 
the Mu lim orbit. Wh n M dain 
wa apur d in th year 16 f 
th Hijra, and th bat le of J alula 
brok th I rHian r ~iAtanco, om 
milit· ry boo y was rought to 
M dina,-g m,, p arls, ruhi H, dia­
mond , , w rds of gold and Hil r. / 

gr at 1 bration w< h ld in honour 
of th pl nclicl victory , nd th • valour 
of th Arab arm. . In th mid t cf 
th c 1 bration th found th aliph 
of the day a tually w 1ping. < n 
..,aid to him, "\Vhat! a tim f j y 
and hou ·h dcl t t ar r' "Y , h 
Aaid, "I for that th ri ·h will 
b om a ~mar , a pring f worl -
lin and nvy, , n in th n 
calamity to my p o l ." For th 
Arab valu d, abov all . impli i ' f 
life, openne of hara.c r, an 

1 
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brav ry in face of danger. Their 
wom 1n fought with th m and shared 
th ir dangers. They were not caged 
er atur for the pleasures of the 
R •n . Th y showed their mettle 
in th • early fighting round the head 
of th Per. ian Gulf. When the 
.Mu lim were hard pre sed, their 
wum n turned th cale in their 
favour. 'rh y made their veils into 
fl. , an1l mar h cl in battle array. 

n my miHtook th m for rein­
for m ni and a.banclon d the field. 
Thu an impending defeat was 
turn d in > a \ ' i<' ry. 

/Ja ra a11d Kufa: town-planning. 

In p tamia the Muslims 
their power on old and 

r. ian iti , but built new 
outpo t for thems Ives. The first they 

19 
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built was Basra at the h ad of 
the Persian Gulf, in the 17th y · r 
of the Hijra. And what a gr at it 
it b ca.me! Not great in w~ r and 
conquest, not gr at in trade and 
commerce, but gr at in l arning and 
cultur in i b t day, - al ! al o 
gr at in its spirit of fa ion and 
d g neracy in the days of i d clin ! 
But itR situation and climate w re 
not at all ·uit d to the Arab char -
ter. It was low and moist. damp 
and enervating. In the am • ar 
the Arabs built another city not far 
off from th Gulf and y t w ll uit 
to be a port of tho de rt, K rb 1 
became afterward . This w the 
city of Kufa, built in the am 
as Basra, but in a mor in 
climate. It was tho first xperim nt 
in town-planning in Islam. In the 
centre was a sqare for the principal 
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mo qu . That quar wa adorned 
hady av nu An ther 

q ar • ' a t apart for th traffick-
in., of th mark t. 'lh tr t 
w r all laid out int r ting and 
th ir width was fi. · d. Th 
main thoroughfar . for , u h raffic 

h · h d (w mui;t not imagine 
th ort of traffi w in Charing 
Oro ) w r mad 6 f et wid ; the 
ro tr w r 30 fe t wid ; and 
v n th littl lan , . for p d trians 

w r r gula d to a width of 101/r 
f . Kufa b c me a. centre of light 

id 1 arnin . The Khalifa Hazrat 
Ali liv d nd died there. 

Ri alry and poison of Damascus. 

But its rival, the city of Dama cus, 
fat ned on luxury and Byzantine 
magnific nee. Its tinsel glory sapped 
the foundations of loyalty and the 

21 
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soldierly virtu s. Its poi on spread 
through the Mu. Jim world. Gov r· 
nors wanted to b kings. Pomp and 
R lfishne , ea e and idl ness and 
diHRipation grew as a cank r; win 
and spirituous liquorR, sc ptici m, 
cynicism and ocial vie s b cam so 
rampant that the pr t sts of the m n 
of God w •r drowned in mo ·kery. 
Mecca, which was to have be n a 
symbolical ·piritual centre, was 
neglected or di honour d. Dam -
cus and Syria becam c ntr of a 
worldlin ss and arrogan e which cut 
at the basic roots of I lam. 

Hruain the Righteous refused to bow 
to worldlines and power. 

We have brought the tory 
down to the 60th yea.r of the Hijr . 
Y azid assumed the power at Dam · 
cus. He oared nothing for th 

22 
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mo t Racr d id al~ of the people. 
II wa not n int r t d in the 
onlinar w~in affa.irH of mm1. -
tr tion. Hi. pa , i n was hunting, 
ond h ought p w r for . lf-gratifi­

c tion. Th di. ciplin and lf-abn ga­
ti n th . trong fai h and arn t 

nd avour. th fr cl om · nd H n of 
i: 1 quali y which had be n the 

\" 

of l~lam \ 'l' divor­
pn v •r. 'l'h . thron at 
h· i h com a worldly 

on th mo t . clti ·h 

rand on 
could peak without 
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fear, for fear wa 
natur . But hi. lam 1 nnd 1rr -
proa h· blo lif wa in it If r -
poach to tho who had oth 1· an -
ard. . Th y . ught to il nc him, 
but h ould not, b , il< n •c cl. r1 h y 
sought to brib him, but h could no 
be brib cl. 'rh y ought to wavh 
him and g t him into th ir pm• r. 
What i mor , th y w. nt cl him to 
r cogni. th yranny nd ·pr ly 
to upport it. For th y kn w t b t 
the con i nc of th p opl mi ht 
awaken at any tim , and w p 
th m away unl th hol T m 
upported th ir c u . Th hol 

man w pr par d to di rath r th 
urrend r the principl for :vhich h 

stood. 

Driven from city U:J city. 

Medina was the centre of 

24 
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l u in' teaching. 'I1hey made Medina 
1mp ibl for him. lie 1 ft M dina 
and ''en t M cca, hoping that he 

'·ould b l ~ alon . But he was not 
alon . Th }Tian forces invad-
1 c . Th inva. ion wa repel-

1 d, not by Hu. ain but by other 
p opl . For Hus· in, thongh the 

rav t, f th brav , had no army 
< nrl no vorldly w apons. Hi. exis· 

nc i If wa an offenc in tho 
f hi 

' rywh r but th y were 
~ fr id to p ak out. Th y w r not 

ra\· a h w . But in di tant 
a party gr w up which aid: 

c' ~r ar d · u · d wi h th e v n t. , 
have Imam Hu. ain to 

•lum with u ." o they sent 
nd invited the Imam to leave 

25 
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Mecca, come to them, live in th ir 
midst, and be their honoured tP., her 
ana guide. Ili fathor' m mory 
wa held in r ver nee in Kufa. Th 
Governor of Kufa. wai; friendly, and 
the peoplo ager to w lcom him. 
But alas, Kufa had n ith r tr ngth, 
nor courag , nor conHtan Knfa, 
geographi ally only 40 mil fr 
Kerb laJ wa th occ . i n of th 
tragedy of K rb la. nd now l llfa 
is nearly gon 1 and Kerb la r main. 
a the la ting memorial of ho 
martyrdom. 

Invitation from Kufa. 

Wh n the Kufa 
reach d he Imam, h pond 
over it, w ighed it 
and con. ult d 
He ent over hi cou ·in 
to study the situ tion on 

26 



Imam Hussain and his Martyrdom 

and report to him. The report was 
favourable, and he decided to go. 
He had a. strong pr entiment of 
dang . r. Many of hi friends in 
M cca adv· ed him against it. But 
could h abandon hi mi ion when 
Kufa was calling for it ? Was he 
the man to be deterred, becau e his 

n mi were laying th ir plots for 
him, at Damascus and at Kufa ? At 
1 t , it was ugge ted, he might 
I v hi family behind. But his 
family a.nd hi immediate depen­
d n would not hear of it. It was a. 
unit family, pre-eminent in the 
purity of i lif and in it domestic 
virtu and dom tic affections. If 
ther w danger for it head, they 
would hare it. The Imam was not 
goin on a mere ceremonial visit. 
Ther was re pon ible work to do, 
a.nd they must be by his side, to 

27 
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support him in spite of all its peril 
and con. eqnence . hallow critic 
cent political ambition in the Imam' 

act. But would a man with political 
ambition march without an rmy 
again t what mi ht ho call d the 
enemy country, ch ming to get him 
into it. pow r, and pr pared to u 
all th ir r . ourc military, politic 1 
and financial, again t him ? 

.Tourney through the desert. 

Imam Hu ain 1 ft 1 cca for 
Kufa wi hall hi family in ludin hi 
lit le chil r n. at r n w from Ruf 
i 1f w di one rting. Th fri ndly 
gov rn r had b n di pla ed by one 
prepared more ru hl ly to c ny u 
Yazid' plan . If Hu ain w to o 
th r t all ho mu go there qui k­
ly, or hi friend th m l would 
be in danger. On the other hand 

2 
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Mecca itself was no less dangerous to 
him and his family. It was the month 
of eptember by the solar calendar, 
and no one would take a long desert 
journ y in that h at, except under a 
sense of duty. By the lunar calen· 
dar it was the month of pilgrimage 
a.t f ca. But he did not stop for 
th pilgrimag . He pm~hed on, with 
his f- mily and dependents, in all 
numb ring about 90 or 100 people, 
m n, women and children. They 
mu t have gone by forced marches 
thr ugh the d ~ert. Th y covered 
th . mil s of th d sert in little 
ov r t.hr o w eks. 'Vhcn they came 
witJ1i11 a f w miles of Kufa, at the 
dg of the des rt, they met people 

from Kufa. It wa then that they 
heard of the t rrible murder of 
Husain's cou. in Mu lim, who had 
'been ent on in advance. A poet that 
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came by dis uaded th Imam from 
going furth r. "For," h s id pi 
matically, "the heart of th city i 
with thee but its word is with thin 
enemi s, and the is -u i with o ." 
What wa to be done ? Th y w re 
three weeks' journey from the city 
they had left. In the city to which 
they were going their own m n r 
ha.d been foully murder d w 11 
his children. They did not know what 
the actual situation was then in 
Kufa. But they were determined 
not to desert their friends. 

CaU to Surrender or Die. 

Pr ntly me . ng came fr m 
Kufa, and Imam Hu ain was k d 
to urrender. Imam Hu ain offer to 
take one of thr e alternativ . 
wanted n political power and no re-
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v nge. He said " I came to defend 
my wn p opl . If I am too late, give 
m th ehoi of three alt rnatives: 
i h r t r •turn to .M cca; or to face 
azid him. lf at Dama cu ; or if my 

v ry pr ·pn is dista t ful to him 
and you, I do not wish to cam• more 
divi ions among the Mu. lims. Let me 
at l a t go to a distant frontier, 
wh r , if fighting mu t be done, I 
will fi ht again t the enemie of 

lam." Every one of the e alter-
n tiv was r fu d. What they 

·ant d was to d 1:1troy his life, or 
b tter till, to g t him to surrender, 
to urrender to the very forces 
again t which he was protesting, 
to declare hi adherence to tho e 
who were defying the law of God 
and man, and to tolerate all the 
a.buses which were bringing the 
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name of Islam into di grace. Of 
course he did not urrender. But 
what wa he to do ? He had no 
army. He had rea ons to aupposo 
that many of his friend from di. tant 
parts would rally round him, and 
come and defend him with th ir 
swords and bodies. But time wa 

nece ary, and he was not going to 
gain time by feigned compliance. 
He turned a little round to the lea, 
the way that would have led him to 
Y azid him elf, at Dama cu . He 
camped in the plain of Kerbela. 

Water cut olf; lnff.exible Will; Devotion 
and Chivalry. 

For ten days me sag pas d 
backwards and fon\'ard betw n 
Kerbela and Kufa. Kufa wanted 
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unend r and recognition. That 
wa th on thing the Imam could 
not. onH nt to. Every other 
• lt rnati wa r ftl' d by Rufa, 
und r th instru tion from 

ama en~. Tho. e fateful ten 
d ·s w r the fir t t n days of the 
m nth of Muharram, of the year 61 
of th Hij ra. Th final cri i wa on 
the 10th day, the Ashura day, which 
we ar omm morating. During the 
fir t seven day variou kinds of pres-
ur w re brought to bear on the 

Imam, but hi will was inflexible. 
It was not a que tion of a fight, for 
there were but 70 men against 4,000. 
The little band was urrounded and 
in ulted, but they held together so 
firmly that they could not be 
harmed. On the 8th day the water 
supply was cut off. The Euphrates 
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and its abund.ant streams w re with­
in sight, but the way was barr d. 
Prodigi s of valour w r • p •rf orm .d 
in getting wat r. hal 1 nge \ nnJ 

made for single combat according 
to Arab cu tom. Arni th ,u my 
were half-heart d, whil the Imam' 
men fought in con mpt of d ath, 
and al way8 account d for more m n 
than they lo t. On th vening of 
the 9th day, the littl on of the 
Imam was ill. He had fev r and 
wa.~ dying of thirst. Th y . tri d to 
get a drop of water. But that was 
refused point blank and so they 
made the resolve that they would, 
rather than surrender, die to the 
last man in the cau e for which th y 

had come. Imam Husain offered to 
send away his people. He aid 
"They are after my person; my 
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f mily and my people can o back." 
But v ryone refus d to go. They 

· d h y would tand by him to the 
1 nd they did. They were not 

w r ; th y were oldier born 
and br cl; and hey fou ht a heroes, 
with d votion and with chivalry. 

The Final Agony; placid face of 
the man of God. 

n the day of A hura, the 10th 
day, Imam Hu ain's own per on was 
unound d by hi enemie . He was 

br ve to the last. He was cruelly 
mutil t d. Hi , acred head wa cut 
ff hile in the a t of prayer. A 

m org.' of triumph wa celebrated 
ov r hi bo y. In thi. cri i we have 
d il of what t ok place hour 
b 1 hour. He had 45 wounds 
from th en mie ' words and 
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javelins, and 35 arrows pierc d his 
body. Hi 1 ft arm w cut off, and 
a javelin pierced through his br t. 
Aft r all that agony, when hi h a 
was lift d up on a p ar, his fa.cc w 

the placid fac of a man of od. 
All tho m n of that allant band 
were xterminat d and th ir b di 
trampl d under f ot by the ho 
The only ma.le survivor was a. child, 
Hu ain i:i n li, urnam d Zain·ul· 
A bid in, - "The lory of the Devout. ' 
He lived in retirement, tudyin , 
interpr ting, and t aching hi. 
father' high piritual principl for 
the re t of hi life. 

Heroism of the JVmnen. 

There w re women : for am l , 
Zainab the i ter of th Imam m 
his littl daughter, and h hr-i-Banu, 
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hi wife, at. Kerbela. A great deal of 
po i lit ratur has Hprung upinMus­
lim languag d scribing th touching 

11 in which they figure. Even 
in th ir gri f and their t ars they are 
h roi . Th y lament the tragedy 
in imp! , loving, human terms. 
But th y aro also consciou of the 
nobJ dignity of their nearn s to a 
lif of trnth rea<·hing it goal in the 
pr io u crown of martyrdom. One 
of the b t-known poets of this kind 
i the rd u poet Anis, who lived in 
Lu know and died in 187 4. 

Lesson of the Tragedy. 

That briefly i tho tory. What 
i the le. on? There is of course the 
physical suff ring in martyrdom, 
and all orro w and suffering 
claim our sympathy, the 
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dearest, pure t, most 
symp thy that we can 
th r 

utfiowin 
iv . But 

t,h n 

ar r vil ,cl · nd mock d · wh n truth 
em t Huff ran clip . It m y 

even s em th t th mart r h but 

; ( n 
much orr w • nd suff rin would bo 
saved ; and tho in ic.liou whi r 
come : "Truth aft r all c n n v r 
die. " That i porf ctly ru . b­
stract truth can n v r di . It i 
indep ndent of man' co ni ion. ut 
the whole battle is for m n k pin 
hold of truth and right ou ne . 
And that can only be one by th 
highest example of man' conduct-
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piritua1 triving and suffering, en­
during firmn . of faith and purpose, 
patienc n ourage where ordinary 
mor , ls would giv in or be cowed 
down, th sacri co of ordinary mo­
tiv to snpr m truth in corn of 
con qu nc . The martyr bears 

, and the witne red ems 
wh, twouldoth rwi c b called failure. 
It.oh· pp n d with Hu ain. For all 

ton h d by the story of his 
m rtyr om, and it gav the death­
blow to the politic. of Dama cus and 
all it to d f r. And fuharram has 

ill th pow r to unite the different 
choo1 of thought in I lam, and 

m ke pow rful appeal to non-
u lim al o. 

Explorers of Spiritual Territory. 

That1 to my mind, is the supreme 
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ignificnnc of 1m rtyrdom. All hu­
man hiRtory . how thait h hum n 
spirit triv , in man • clir 
in t>tr n th and 
many • our ur our 
phy:i al powc1 , hav 
evolv d from •arli r 
many . truggl 'S and 
int 11 ct h< ha l i m r yr , an ur 
great xplor I\ lh v f n gon 
forth with th m rt , ' pirit. All 
honour to tb m. ut th hi h . t 
honour mu t till lie with th at 
e.·plor rs of spiritua1 territory, tho 
who f ced f rful o d an r fn d 
to surr ndr.r to th r than 
allow a tio1na to h to 

· thihg , th y aid with th ir o 
liv th p nalty of r i tanc . h 
first kind of r istanc oft d by th 
Imam was vhcn ho wont from it 
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to ity. hunt d about from placo to 
pla but making no compromise 
wi h vil. 'rh n wa off red the 
hoic f an cff ·tual but d angerou 
t mpt at l aring th hou e of God, 

or livi ig at · s for him lf by tacit 
anclonm nt of his triving friendR. 

cho tho path of danger with 
du y and honour, and never swerved 
from it. · ing up hi life freely and 
bravely. Hi tory purifie our emo­
tion . W o can be t honour hi 
m mory by allowing it to teach us 
cow·age and constancy. 
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