
\ 

----- -- --- --------

R~view of the Administration Report 
' of the Punjab Public Works De-

partme~t, Buildings and Roads 

Branr.h, for the year 1927-28. • 

--\\~a--. - .. ----

' 





Proceedings cf the Punjab Government (Ministry of 
Agriculture) in the Public Works Department, 

Buildings and Roads Branch, No. 180·G., 

BEAD-

dated 24th January 1929. 

Tl:e Aum inisttation nepnt of th~ Punjab Public Wcrks De
rar1mtnt, BuildiDgs and Heads Branch, for Hl27-28. 

'hiE activities of this Erancb continue to increase and 
e:xpand in ere1 y dirrctjon and this report is a record of the 

}lrog rc~s not only < f bniJ<.liiJgs and road!:!, hut of p·ublic 
health, mL::m and JUJa], dcctJical (othtr than the lJhl 
lliver BydJo·ElLctric !Jroj<cl) and also of engineering edu
cation. 

'J JJe to I al f :X rendihne during 1 he year has reached the 
1igure of Rs. 4:',36,\::B,Cil 0, about one CI·ore above the figure 
for 192), "hich "as Rs. 1,36,39,504. 

The t:stablit-h.n:ent rercentagc figl.lfe is only 11•06,. 
COIDJared wHh 17·6 in the year 1922. 

Recruitment to the Indian Service of Engineers haviug
et:a~cd 7 ycms BfO tl1e number of off cers available for Div>
sional charge has b<.ccme much reduced, and it is eminently 
desirable thHt the d1 aft rules, which have been f01 mulated 
for a r ew P1·ovincial Service of Engineers, should be made 
effective without delay. ~be transition period is a dHEcult 
one and the Ministry would take this opporhmity of record
ing its appr€ciaHon of the utcompJaining and devoted service 
rendered by a depleted and hard tJ ied cadre of engineers. 

Communication&.-At the er.d of the year under review 
there were ~,148 mlles of metalled road and 1,732 unme· 
tailed road in charge of this Branch. 

The growth of motor trafiic after the "ar led to a de
mand for more and better roads, and it was realised that cer
tain rc ads would be largely used by through traffic, from 
·which districts ·would derive no di1·ect benefit, though havin(p 
to bear the consequent incnase in·the co~t of maintenanc:. 
'This led to a. 1econsideration of the whole problem with the 
result that(; ovcrnmt nt decided to accept t>ntiJ e I'espomibility 
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for all arterial roads connecting district headquarters lln&" 
towns of over ~O,COO inhabitants, and to give grants-in· 
aid to District EoaTds tol\ards the upkeep of main roads. 

Thus the prebent state o£ affair.:: is tlJat the Provincial 
GoveTnment tb1·ough the agency of tbe Buildings and Roads 
"B1·anch of the J ublic Works DepArtment maintains from 
P1 ovincialrevenues all roads classified as "Art erial," as 
"t:ll ao cd·tr.iu other roads, it alsc develops thc~e rouds from 
Pro'"incial revenues and in special cases fwm 1 rovincial 
loanb {l-uch as tLe l\ili Ear ~chemt). 'lhc f,hti·ict Boards 
maintain from their own funds with the a~sistancc of grants
in-aid ~ivrn by t.he Yrovit<rial Government ftom Prodncial 
revcmr~ D il those Toads classified as '' )Jain " and wlely 
from their own funds '· Otpcr "or " Class Ill" roads. 1 hus 
Distrif•t Eoards develop the " :\lain" and '' Other •• road~· 
from ~imilar financial sources. l he c:anal roads are made 
as 1-art of the canal system from car)itnl expenditure and the
cost of maintenance is eharged to cnnal revenues. 

The develo} ment of " A1 terial " roads is vroceecJing 
according- to n }Jrogramme hy 'illdch it is expected to metal 
about 100 miJcg of unmeta.llcd ro[.ds annually at dn avc1aooe 
cost iuclusire of land acquisition of about' Rs. 25,000 ° a 
mile. The }ll ogrnmme includes t.ccasional "llor ks such as 
bridgiug, widl•niug the metalling of t>xisting mct:llled roads, 
etc., on which the a-verage expenditure at:nually is estimated 
nt Its. ;) lnkhs. 

'Ihc: c successive additions to the metalled leugth briua 
a con esJlOUding increment to I he maintenance bill. It i~ 
estimated on the figure~ of 1926-27 that the averu.ooc cost or 
maintex:ance of metalled roads is about Rs. 1,900 a mile. 
and of unmetalled roads about Rs. i40 a mile. The latter 
figure a}llll'81'!) high until it is explained that the unmctalled 
cla!i~ mai~tai.ned hom Provinci~l funds i~clu~es a large pro
}Jorbon of l1lma1ayan roads wh1cb ate ma1utai:1ed as import
ant trade rc.utes. It is of course possible and even probable 
t bat the increasiug in ten ·ity 0f traffic on roads may render 
:m increasi.ng c~p.el_l<liture on maintenance necessary. Thus 
the finaLctal pos1tJon as regards the maintenance and 
develOJ>ment of " Arterial ,, and " Other" roads by the 
Public Works Department is approximately as follows :-

RtJ~<Iir8-

l. 21140 miles of metalled roads nt Rs 1,900 a 
mile . • • .. . 40 46 000 

lb. 

- 1u 1 



a 
Rs. 

·2. 2,580 miles of unmetalled roads at Rs. 24t0 a. 
mile = 6,19,200 

Comfrqtclion (15 yearQ') progl'llmme-

3. Metalling of 100 miles of road at Rs. 25,000 
a mile = 20,00,000 

4. Occasional works .. , Say 5,00,000 

From Provincial revenues 

Repain-

Co?lslrt~ction M& t!t6 Ni.li Bar Sclteme (10 years' programme)

Rs. 
5. Making 4 7 miles of metalled road a year at 

Rtt. 21;800 .. 13,06,600 

:Makin~ 38 miles uf uometalted road a year 
at R.s. 5,540 .. 2,10,520 

From Provincial loans l5, 17,120 

The annual amonnt spent under construction can or 
course be varied according to the financial situation in the 
Province, but under repairs it is essential to meet the annual 
bill, nnd if the 1() 0 mile l\ yen.r rate of construction is carried 
on the increment to the repairs bill is 100 X (1,900 - 240) 
= 1,660 = Rs. 1,66,000. 

'l'he increment on accouut of the Nili Bar Scheme is to 
.be added-

Rs. 

47 milea of mcb.lled road at Rs. 1,900 a. mile = 89,300 

38 mile>s of uumetalled road at Rs. 100 11 a mile = 3,800 

93,100 
........ _ ....... _ 

• Ahou 6gare Ia takea 11 no moantaia roois are ia q~tatloa. 



The annual grant-in-aid from Provincial revenues to 
District Board funds may be assum~d at Rs. 7 l9.khs. 
Summarising. we have-

Rs. 

Expenditure on present road lengths maintained 
by the Public Works Department. Repairs= 4(},85)WO 

Expenditure on develnpment on a I 00 mile/15 
year programme. Ordinary Construction = 30,00,000 

Expenditure on special developll'ent on a .J.7/:38 
mile/10 year programme. Nili B.u Capital 
Construction 15,17 ,12() 

92,02,320 

Annual gmnt·in-aid 7,00,000 

Rs. 
Annual incrt!ment to rep.1irs bill

On ordinary construction 
On special construction 

l,66,0JO 
93,100 

2,5!l,lfJO 

Iu .;;hort, the nunu·:tl road. bill fol' cou..,truction, m1.in
te1u~nce a.nd grants-in-aid is about R;. 1 c1·ore, incre:l.,ing by 
U.s. 2llakhs annually so long as the pre3~nt rate of develop· 
ment is maintained. 

The following arterial roads 1\re now met~lled from end 
to end:- ~ 

Grand 'l'runk Hoad. 
l~&hore-Lulhiana. 
Delhi-A l war. 
Campbellpur·Hatti. 
Fatebj mg-~[iH.nwali. 
Ubalpiodi-Kobala. 

An extension of metallinrr 
following arterial roads :-

0 

LAhore-MiAnw!li. 
l..ahore·Bbakkar. 
I.Ahore-L'>rlilai. 

W azln\ba1l-J i\mmu. 
Amrit.,ar·B 1.ijn6tb. 
Cha.kki- Dalhousie. 
Delbi-~luttu .. 
Saharan pur- Pipli. 
Rohtak-Bh1wani. 

is in progre.;;s on 

Dclh i-Montgomery. 
Lahore- Moga. 

the 



Tl:e extt mion of metalling on the remainder of tl1e 
arfe1ial roads a-waits their 1urn. 

'l he rapid growth of moto~ tra'!Bc is making it ~ecessa1y 
to conside1· the need for w1denmg the metallmg ar:d 
strmgthenirg jt, TJ e grcwth is t~hown clearly by the 
following figur€s givir.g the progre~sive total of motor 
-vehicles regiotered in the Punjah :-

Up to the end of 1913 463 
Up to the end of 191-J. 819 
Up to the end of 1!)23 6,683 
Up to the end of 1924 7,695 

Up to the e.r:d of 1925 9,044 

Up to the end of HJ26 10,815-
Up to the end of 192 i 13,4HO 

The above figure for 1927 does not include some 700 
11ars running under registered numbers of otlu'r provinces~ 
nor does it include 59 commercial lorries (weighin!; mor~ 
than 2 tom), wh!ch are registered by Deputy Commis· 
sioners. 

In othu co1mtries fac<d with this problem the VI ater
bo11nd road i!. Jrga1 ded as obsolete and everywhere tar, 
pitrh, bitun.< n, a•pl alt or r(rnent are ueirg used to streng
then and bind tl e road. Fortunately tar, pitch and cement 
are made in Ind;a and tl1e use of these materials will 
probably extend rapiclly. 

In this Province where the raHway system is almost 
entirely State o"ned or managed the problem of co-opera
tion between ro~d und rail, which is ~xercising men's minds 
so largely elsewhere, is simplified. If for this purpose the 
intere~ts of the Centra 1 Government and of the Punjab 
Government m·c r{'garded as one, the problem reRolves itself: 
into one of fir.anee and public convenience. 

lhe co-ordination of communications not only by road,.. 
but also hy rail, trllm, wpe11ay, watn and ah is the spet!ial 
function of 1 he P·unjB b Cc mm11nications Poard establiF-hcd 
in accordance with Punjab Gcvemment Resvlution 
No. 2750!) of lOth Drcember 191!). 

In the event of any proposal affecting Indian States 
coming und(•r consideration sttps are taken to co-opt a. 
memhel' t.o r<'piescnt their interest and simHarly when 
..any qu{'stlon affc cting iL tcr·communication with adjacent 
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Provinces is to be discussed a representative of that Pro• 
Tince is invited to attend. 

By attending the meetings vf the Communications 
Bonrd OJ:portunity is afforded to selected memte1·s of the 
Legi~1ative Council to become familiar with these problems 
ancl they are thereby enabled to bring to the debates a 
knowledge of the facts which is invaluable. 

The Board exercises the powers of the Local Govern
ment in according administrative approval to all projects of 
District :Boards, to the cost of which it contributes, and 
also to all communications projects of District Boards esti
mated to cost Rs. 30,000 or over. 1 he grants-in-aid to 
District Boards are voted by the Eoard in accordance with 
a carefully devised procedure. 

The District Boards maintain from their own funds, 
wil h the nssistflnce of grants-in-aid ~iven by the Provincial 
Government from l'rovincial revenues, all those roads 
cla~sificd a · '· J\.! ain , and solely from their own funds 
" Other" or " Class III " roads. 

'lhc Tillage roads are maintained l)y the Yillagers 
themseh-e..c; without any assistance either f10m Provincial 
or Distrit·t funds. but the Communications Brard have 
nntler conc.ideration a scheme for ~iving the villages 
some assistance and guidance. 

0 

·with the object of reducing; the cost of improvement 
of roatb tbc 11sc d ~n-aders bas been introduced. The 
grade!' is Jmlhd along the road by m<'ans of a tractot·. It 
op«•rntc ... like : n Pnormous razor sbavin~ off the hi()'h places 
nnd fillin~ up holes in one operation~ It is hop~d that a 
large mileage of numetalled roads can be hroucrht quickly 
ii1to lJencficial U!'P hy mmns of the~e grader~, and it is 
also hoped hy their use to reduce con~idcrabiy tbe CO!;t 

of nmintnining nnmetnll< d roads in good condition. The 
~ork is nt Jm:-ent in an experinwntal stage, and it is 
lmpo--~ibl · at vrrsent to give reliable figures. 

Et< p:-; n u I lJt· c• n~idercd fc.r cl.l'ckitloo t lw deh•rioration. 
of tl1c villng•. roach. J~ncloachnHntR aud obstructions are 
~x11 t n 'ly rc 1~1mon nnd 1 he ll.<·ar,s for pre'\"<'n tin go or remov
ng 1ltm.n1c ~nudfqutste: Jt ap}Hms more than likt>1y that. 
fJnJ• lqm:Ja1Jon on s1mple lita·s mny he required tO' 
tolnnp111ln t} o preventive and curative mca~urcs. 
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~he prominence of road engineel'ing and the multi· 
plicities of problems introduced by the new conditions of 
traffic which will no doubt become more intense and an 
ample expert engineering staff i~ needed to control road 
de~ign and road making. The Mini8try is glad to observe 
that 8eve1al officers of the :BuHdings and Roads Branch 
have takc•n tile opportunity during their leave to make a 
~pecial study of this branch of their profession. 

The " demoiJstration " unmetalled roads have generally 
proved a success and District Boards are gradually 
adopting 1he view 1hat a good unmetalled road is preferabh~ 
to a badly maintained metalled road. 

Meanwhile the constmciion of arterial rvads progresses 
as funds permit. With the linking 1.1p of Sargodha and 
Lahore by a metalled road, a definite goal in the pr gress of 
our communications has bten reached. The demand for 
such roads jg clearly demonstrated by t~e surprising 
volume of traffic which makes its aJ>pearance as soon as a 
newly constn1ctt.d portion of high" ay is opened to the 
public. 

It is obvious, ho\\ ever, that many of our existing roads 
were not designed for the incee:sant flow of ponderous 
vehicles wl11rh now ply on them. Such heavily trafficked 
sections must be ~trcngthnned and the width of metalled 
surface inc1 t>ased, if their use is to he unrestricted. 

Buildings.-The repo1t of the building activity or 
the Dt>partD"ent discloses a varied and intcrrsting per
formanc~ of wo1 k. ~he total cost amounted to 
:RP. EO,OP,H:·1. "Educntional bnildings were the largest: 
item, but nlllch progress was made albo "ith Agricultural 
nnd )I edical buHdings. 

'Ihe exvenditurc 1ucurred on buildings for cert.aill! 
departments \~ tabulated below :-

R~. 
1,116,783 

{ 

General Administration (Rcselvetl) ... 
1. 

General A<lmi11istration (Transferred) ... ll,.f-1.,026 
10,!{7,117 

... 3,H,46+ 
... lll,73,192 

2. .1 ails and Convict Settlements 
!3. I> f. lice 
4. Ed ural ion 
n, ~tcdica 1 ... 
ti. A gricultnrc: 
7. lnflustrirs 
S. Civil works 

1S,58,u8~ 
8,78,570 
2,27,094 

.. 10,16,170> 
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Preliminary proiJosals were initi~ted for· th~ womell:,.s
Medic3l College in Lahore and expend1ture was mcurred In 
~cquiring a suitable site. 

The much needed Indian Clerks' Quarters ai Labore 
made satisfactory progress and the estate will in future be· 
known as'' Chouburji Gardens." 

'Ihis provision of 370 residential quarters is an inter
esting example nf the present·day trend to leave the con
gestion of the city for the open p]aces in the suburban areas. 
It is confidently hoJ?ed that " Chouburji Gardens" wiH 
afford :t vast improvement in the living conditions of tbis
dass of Government servant. 

Surveys and the acquisition of land for residential pur
J>Oses were made at Palampur, which may shortly become· 
one of the established hill resorts of tbe Province. 

By the arranr?ement "ith Punjab Portland Cement~ 
Limited, cement is available at cheap rates and consequently 
has given n.n impetus to tt:e use of reinforced concrete as a 
builclin~ material. 

The CX]_)eriment of !>being under the Superintending 
Architect the construction of buildings in Lahore designed. 
by him if< undoubtedly proving a success. thanks to the 
energy nnd enthusiasm displAyed hy Mr Sullivan. He is,. 
however, !'ieriously handicapped for "ant of trained archi
tcctmnl assistnnrc and the dearth of properly qualified 
talt•nt in the Province has led the Ministry t'l consider 
m«:!nns for its encouragement. 

'l'he :tp}>Oiutmcnt of a 'fown Plmming En~ineer has 
hecn 'ancriom•cl ancl ~lr. Sullivan sho11Id receivf' welcome 
a~~istmiCf' in t'lll'tht>riug the good work he ha~ done already 
ns Secr~tary o( tho Committee on the L'thore ancl Amritgal"' 
Improvement 'l'ru~t.:, and Secrdn.rY of the Lahore Impro\"e-
ment Committt>c. ' 

Public Hcalth.-'l'hc activitic-. of the l'ublic Ucalth 
Circl • {]>rPviously known ns the Sanitary Branch) show a 
remarknhlc incrt•a~c. Projr.cts Pstimnted to cost. 1,12 lakhs 
of IllJF'~· in flu• ag~n~!.!ate haYc hecn prepnreJ and 120 town 
in pection were made. 

• 'J he t•xccllcnt nn·ungcmcnts made hy this Circle for the 
fn!~ nt OLoa Katn nn<l ?\ urput· are an inrlic.1tion of it~ 
c.fhcacn ·y. 



There is n~ doubt that with the spread of education 11;nd 
-the general rise of the standard of living in thd PunJab 
the appreciati-on of the benefits arising from a pure wat~r 
supply and efficient drainage is rapidly spreading and th~s 
social advance is no longer confined to the t•Jwas, but.1s 
finding etpression in the villages also. The need for sa.tts· 
factory maintenance of the schemes installed ii not suffi
~iently realised, but it is noteworthy that certain local 
bodies have voluntarilv handed over to the Public IIealth 

·Circle such maintena~ce for varying periods. Incidently 
this shows r he confidence with which the Public He:tlth 
Circle is regarded by local authorities. A very dusit·able 
·exlension of urban work lies in town·planning, and it is 
hoped that ero long some practical developments will take 
t~bape and even advance to village models. 

Electrical.- In the absence of Mr. Milne the duties of 
Electrical En O'ineer were carried out by various officers 
..:1 • 0 

.•uurmg the year until the nrrival of Mt-. Critchley, who 
was appointed Executive Electrical Engineer. 

. There i an i:1creasin~ dem:tnd for electric power ani 
'the sbff have had a bmy time. 

. ).fr. Critchley is warmly commended for the manner 
1o whiCh although n1nv to the countrJ', he has handled the 
work of the Electrical Circle. 

Work of the Rural Drainage Circle.-The works initiated 
h~· ~he Hural Sanitary Bonrd and executed in the Rut'al 
Drmntl~~ Circle have been wide-spread ani. a hrge amount 
of rcclaunccl land has beon hrouCPht under cultivation l)y 
.,ystcmatic drainage. 0 

~ 1hc efficacy of the recla'l!ation oE the water·lo~gEd Chel 
~ullah aren near Hazro in the Attock District is sh1wn 
by . a ~~rop of three feet in the level of the sub-soil water and 
~1 me 1n the sale·Yalue of the land aiTected. 

!he rcpor~ .o.f the Board (Appendix: I.I ~f tl~is report) 
hon" the poss1h1lttv for good which is w1tlnn 1ts reach, 

'but the problems to· he solved are not shndard and require 
t~ful study and co-operation with the Civil authorities. 

· ~~view of the preponderance of hydraulic pt·ohlcn~s 
~~ t c e chcrnl'~ it is under consideration to transfet· t lnt~ 
i •rclc to the lrrirration Bl'anch with the Secretary, Trans-
"rrcd Departme~ts1 as its administrative head. 
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Engineering education.-The working of the Kaclaga.n 
"Engineering College is reviewed separately on the presenta
tion of its own administration report and similarly with 
regard to the Government School of Engineering, Raslil, but 
as both these institutions and the connection of the Punjab 
Government with the 'fhom11son Colle:te, Roorkee, come 
un1er t'te Chief Engineer it is oonvanient here to take a 

. comprehensive view of engineering edncition. 

The Government School of Engineering, Ras6.1, 8.9 at 
, > Ra 

6 
pr~sent con~Jtituted, b primarily intend-

,• ' J. ed for the tra.i ning of young men as 
engineering subordinates and draftsmen for t1•e public ser· 
vice. In addition it offers " short course in reinforced 
concrete practice to sp3oially selected subordinates and 
engineers deputed fro ·a1 the Buildings and Roads and 
Irrigation Bunches, R~ilwayd, a :1d thl llilihry Et1~ineer 
Servi0&-1. 

The training of subordinates extends over a period of 
two yea.rs and consists of a theJratical course suitable to 
the status of the men and th'l practic'lol application oE this 
theory. 

The draft'lmen's training consists in the fi.r~t instance of 
a two years' course. At the end of the second vear thos~ 
dtaftsmen who have qua.lifi.e,l with disti11ction in the final 
~xamination of that year nre given Hnother year's course 
1ll advanced theory of structure'!~ and are al~o isnt.ructed in 
the element" of reinforced concrete con~Jtruction. Tho~ 
qualifying after the three years' course, wnen entering 
Uovernment service, are appointed on a. higher s.-le of 
pay ~han those who have only qualified after the second 
year a course. 

The total number of students antf other~ under training 
"in Rastil at the end of the College vea.r, February 192g, was 
157 made up ae follows :- • 

Ove~r Clae~~H 

Draftsmen Clast 

Reinforeed Concrete Class ... 
1!0 

i9 

8 

167 
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The net cost to Government per student of the overseer 
and thaftsmen class was Rs. 574,. per annum. 

Jn reviewin" the work of the JfH ibc Punjab Govern
ment took the oprorlunity of COJJgratuJating the Principal, 
~Jr. C. E. "Blaker, for a ~uccessful years work. 

At present tbe Punjab does not train its own civil 

11• 1
, ~ engineers, but the que~tion of estab-

' ,,)Or re. lishing a college for this purpose has • 
been under consideration. In the meantime to cater for 
Punjahis, whn wish to qualify as civii engineers, the Punjab 
Government have recourse to tl.le Thomason Engineering 
Colll'~e at Itoorkee. 'Ihe system in force is for tho l'unjab 
Governmmt to nominate certain Pnnjabis "ho appear at 
the rntrnnce examination at Roorkce and, of tbose who 
'1\Cceed in qua1ify ing for admilision, t;;overnment contributes 
the "hoh~ co:-t of the trainin()' of the first fifteen Punjat.is in 
ord"r of mPrit. 

0 
· 

From th~ entrance examination held in June 1928 the · 
Pnn~~h _(1 o.vemment has agreed to meet i he cost of training 
20 ~ U~Jnln stndentc~ in order of merit who q1.1ali.fy for 
ndun~~1on tiJ ihc College. 

'lh•· total number of "Punjabi students under trainin('P 
nt the rrhoma.-.on Colle"e Roorkec for the vear endiDO' 15th J I ) 9'> ~ . ;::, l I • b 
u Y · w.., ~~ :9 ancl the cost to Government, Rs. 3,240 

JlCr stUilcnt Jl<'r annum. 

'fhe :\faclagnu }Jngioeering Colle~n~ i~ divided into 
ID 1~ 1~•tl•~;~on Er gi11(er- two classes : the ' { A " Class and the 

e "' ~li•· " B , Cl · . ass . 

. The " A '' Class is meant to turn out qualified men 
Uttablc for the officer grade in Government service. 

Th " 'B" Cia s tums out the men !>Uita.blo for tho 
subordi.nnte grade. 

Th~ course for the" A " Class conRi t5 o£ thr~_yen:s 
theoretical traiuin" aucl two years' pro.ctica\ t t'l\mmg m 
th North-Wester~ Rail ,vl\Y Workshops. 

\ xl·ncl over five !lor the" B ,, Cln.<~_ tlw cour. c u o e. f •. 
y llr ' <luring whi<•h pl•riod I he student 1' nde. hnlf. o doi~gs 
· . ' 1 l hn\f the t1mc m 
1m m t,hc t m\v of t. tcory lllll ~ l\ •two'-· Work· 

Jll'licticn\ work in the North-\\ t ru m ,J 

&hops. 
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The number or Punjab Government students in both A 
and B classes in the College is 183 made up as follows :-

A Class 
B Class 

.•• 54 

.. 129 

'fbe cost to Government for training A. and B Class 
students is : A Class Rs. l,lO:L per head per annum, l:J Class, 

• Rs. 822 per head per annum. 

The training given in the" A" Class is equivalent to• 
the standard reached by those in England llho obtain their 
B.Sc. dPgree in Mechanical 01' Electrical Engineering .. 
Despite this high standard it is a matter of considerable 
regret that the Railway Board have not yet seen tbei1# 
way to recognize the '' A " Class <Jualifying certificate as· 
entitling the holder to sit for the competitive examination~' 
held annually for admission to the vr.rion<; departments of 
Government railways. 

The Ministr~ congratulates the Principal, Capta,in H. 
Whittaker, on the solid progress made by the Uollegc. 

Administration.-During the year unrier review Mr •. 
W. S. Dorman oificintt'd a.; Chid Engiucer and Sem·etarv 
to Government, until the return of :\lr. Astbury from leave 
in October. '1 be Companionship of lhe lodian Empire wa~ 
conferred on )[r. Astbury in the New Year's Honours, 
wl1ich he earned hy his efficient administration of not only 
his own Department, ~>Ut al~o as Secretary cf the Hydro
Electric Department, with all1ts problems and consequent 
anxieties. 

By order of the Punjab Government (.\linistry 

of Agriculture). 

JOGENDR.A SINGH, A. R. ASTBUB.Y, 

Minister for Agriculture. Secretary to Government, 
Punjab, Public Works Depart-· 

ment, Buildings and 
Roads Branch .. 
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