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Proceedings of the Punjab Government (Eiectricity)1 

No. 351·W.S., dated Simla-E., the 9th September 1931. 

R EAD-

Report on the Administration of the Indian Electricity Act in the 
P unjab for the year ending Sl st December, 1930. 

THE progress observed in the last report has been fully 
maintained. Licences were granted for the supply of energy 
in Hoshiarpnr and Shahdara, bringing the total number of 
licences to thirteen. A. license was also gra nted for the 
supply of energy in Montgomery, but wars. subsequently 
revoked at. the request of the licensee. The areas of supply 
at Gujranwala and Sialkot were ext ended a nd authority was 
given to the Rawalpindi, Amritsar a nd Lahore licensees to 
supply energy to consumers outside the licensed areas. 
Authority was given to the Chief Engineer, Hydro-Electric 
Branch, Public Worka Department, to supply energy in bulk 
to the Amritsar licensee. At the close of the year the Local 
Government had under consideration applications for licences 
to supply energy in Sargodha, Hissar, Hansi, Bhiwani and 
Rohtak, four applications for the amendment of licenceR, 
and one application for authority to supply energy in 
Sheikhupura. All undertakings which are public companies 
an d which have been in operation for not less t han three 
yea,rs pa id dividends of from six to sixteen and a quarter per 
cent. of subscribed capital, so that the industry can be 
regarded as healthy. 

Twelve .accidents occurred to human beings of which six 
proved fatal, as compared witb ten and six respectively 
during the previous nine months. 

The Advisory Board was not called upon to hold any 
meetiug during the year. 

Rules were under consideration for the Hcensing of wiring 
contractors and the grant of certificates of competency to 
wiremen at the close of the year. It is anticipa ted that 
rules will be made dul'ing the coming year. 

Statistics of electrical undertakings, to which much care 
and attention are devoted in other countries, h_ave not been 
systematically compiled in India since the appointment of 
Electrical Adviser to the Government of India was brought 
under reduction. Tllanks to the labours a ud iuit1ati ve 
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3hown by Mr. F. L. Milue, Electrical Engineer to Govern
:nent, a " list of electrical undertakings in India'' up to the 
vear 1927-28 has been published enabling the results achieved 
by the undertakings throughout India to be compared. Mr. 
Milne is to be congratulated on this painstaking and useful 
production. 

The Governor in Council endorses the Director of 
Industries' appreciation of the services rendered by Mr._ 
Milne, the Electrica l Inspector, a nd his assistants. 

Order.-Ordered that a copy of the foregoing review be 
for .varded to the Director of Industries, Punjab, for informa
tion . Ordered also that the review be publisbed in the 
Punjab Government Gazette, and be circulated with th~ R~port, 
and that copies be sent to the Government of Ind1a m t he 
Department of Industries and Labour. 

By order of the Governor in Council, 

A . R. ASTBURY, 

Secretary t o Government, Punjab, 
· (Electricity). 

~ GP E ·-16 !- :18·9·9l-SGPP L11bor~. 



Report on the Administration of the Indian Electricity 
Act in the Punjab, for the year 1930. 

~ 

1. The total numher of licences held u-nder the India t 
El ectricity Act , 1910, in the Punjab was 13 during the yea1 
under repor t, tmd the dernand for electritfcatio.u was genera lly 
on the i ncr·ease~ 

2. A pplications for the grant of licence8'.-Six n e w ap
l)lications were recei vec:l during the year from the underment ion 
eel applica nts for the supply of electric e nergy in the towllS men
t ioned against their nam es : -

N ame of applicant. Name of 'Fo1rm, 

(1) 'rhe proposed Sargodha E lectric S upply Sargodha. 
Company, Limited . 

(2) The Lahore El<Jct ric Supply Cornpnn_v,. Rohtak .. 
L imited, L ahore. 

(:') T ue :\'fun~cipal Committee, Ca ropbe.Ipur Ca.mpbellpar, 

(4) The Punjab T raucrs, Bankers, I nsu rance Ambala City . 
Advisurs, etc., La.hore. 

(5) 'rhe Puoja.b Elec:rio YoiVer Company, Gujl'at. 
Limited, La!.10re. 

(6) The P unjn. b Electric Power Company, Montgomery. 
Limit.ed, Lahore. 

Five applications were pending from the previous year. 'fh •. 
papers regarding- the electr ification of -

Sargodha for which there were 3 a pplications ;. 

Rohtak for which there was 1 ap plication ; 

Montgomery ... for which there were 2 applications ; 
and, 

Hissar, H ansi fo1· which there was 1 a pplication ; 
and Bhiwani. 

were, after scrutiny, submitted for the orders of Government 
~our applications were left pend_ing a t the cl~se of the year· 
either because the statutory pen od for the recetpt of · objeotio~ 
ha~ not yet expired or because the papers were otherwise not 
qmte complete. 
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d tLThe. following licences to supply energy in the areas specifi-
e erem were granted during the year :-

(1) 'Ihe ~oshiat·~ur E~e?tric ... L icence 1930, granted to the 
Hosh1arpur ElectnCity Supply Company. . 

(2) The Shahdar~ Electric Licence 1930, granted to Lhe 
Lahore Electnc Supply Company, L imited. 

(3) The Montgomery Electric Licence 1930 granted to 
the Municipal Committee of Montgome1?y. 

The application of the Municipal Committee of Montgomery 
for t~e co~sent_of the Local Governme?t _to assign the licence to the 
PunJab E1ectnc Power Company, Limite.,d, could not be granted 
on account of certain lP.gal difficulties and on the application of 
the :M~nicipal Committee th_e l_icence was revoked. ~J.lh e Punjab 
E1ectnc Power Company, LIILlted, was granted sanction under 
section 28 to engage in tbe busine!'s of supplying energy within 
the Municipal area of Montgomery .subject, a mong others, to the 
condition that the Company should l:ldvertise their application 
for a licence in supersession of t he sanctiou within three months 
of the date of the sanction. V\'ith regard to Rohtak, Hissar, 

I Hm::si and Bhiwani, Government informed the Lahore Electric 
Supply Company, Limited, that it would be pr~pared to co~s~der 
th eir llpplica tion for. t he supply of ener~y m the Mumc1pal 
areas of those towns 1f th e Company so desired. The matter was 
yet under reference when the year closed. 

Se, eral enquiries we:e r eceived as to whether .Govern~ent 
was prepared to gran t a llCe~:lCe. to .supp~y energy m !'udbuma 
but as the question of the d1stnbutwn of Hydro-Electno en~rgy 
in all towns embraced by the 1st stage of the Ubl R1ver 
Hydro-Electric Scheme of which L~dhiana is one, was yet under 
consideration, no deeision on the p omt could be made. 

The Lahore Electric Su pply Company, Limited, applied 
for the consent of t he Local Govt!rnment to assign the Sialkot 
E lectric Licence ] 928 and transfer tbe electric supply under
taking con nected therewith to. ~he newly cons.titu~ed Sialkot 
Electric Supply Company, L1m1ted. The applwatwn was yet 
under con6ideration when the year closed. 

3. Applications fo'J' amendments.-Three applications 
were received from licensees during tbe year for the amend
ment of existing licences, viz ., in respect of the following :-

(1) Rawalpindi Electric Licence, 1923. 
(This app lication was in supersession of the one 

received during 1929.) 

----
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( 2) Kasauli Electric License, 1929. 

(3} L ahore Electric Licence, 1912 (as amended in 1927). 

F jv.e npplica tions (including the one in respect of Rawal
pindi superseded during the year under report) were pending 
from the pr~vious year. .A 11 the applications were duly scru
tinir.ed and su brnitted for the orders of Government. 'fhe 
Boshiarpur EJer.tricit.y Supply Company also submitted a copy 
of ~heir proposed application for amendment of the Hoshiarpm· 
:Electr ic Licence. Amendments in r espect of the following 
licences were sanctioned during the year:-

(1) Gujran wala Electric Licence, 1925. 

(2) Sia lkot Electric Licence, 1928. 

(3) Kasauli Electric Licence, 1929. 

Except in the case of Kasauli and Hoshiarpur the amend· 
ments related to the extension of the areas of supply, which 
indicates a growing demand for electrical energy. 

A request was received from the Municipal Committee of 
Ba!fbbanpura-cum-Bhogiwal for the inclusion of the towns of 
Eagbbanpura and Bhogiwal within the area of supply of the 
Lahore Electric Supply Company, Limited. 

4. Applications unde·r section 27 of the Indian Electricity 
A ct.-Authority was givt'n under section 27 of the Indian Elec
tricity Act to the Rawalpindi Electric Power Company, Limit
ed and the Municipal Comn.1ittee, Amritsar, to supply electric 
energy to certain consumers outside their respective areas 
of supply. .Authority was also given to the Labore Electric 
Supply Company, Limited, to supply energy to the North· 
Western R ailway for the lighting .of the Shahdara Railway 
Rfation. The application of the Gujranwala Electric Supply 
Company, Limited, which was pending from the previous year, 
lapsed because of the inclusion in the area of supply of certain. 
additional areas which included the area in respect of which 
the application bad been submitted. 

5. Applications under section 28 of the Indian Elect1.·imty 
Act.- Sanction was given under section 28 of the Indian 
Electricity Act, to the Chief Engineer, Punjab, Public 
Works Department, Hydro·Electrio Branch, to engage ' in the 
business of supplying energy to the Municipal Committee, 
Amritsar. Accordingly bulk supply was taken by the Hydro .. 

• 



EJec:tric Branc~ from the Labore Electric: Supply Company 
L1m1ted, but this sup~ ly was discontinued by the latter fo r, 
about 6 months pendwg the removal of certain defects whicb 
caused a derangement ·in .t l!e su pply. Consequently the matter 
was referred for .the decisiOn o.f the E lectric Inspector to 
~overnmeo.t, PunJab, w~10 gave. hts award thereon. An applica
tion by }.11ss D. 0 . R e1:ly of ..Munee, who wanted to ereet an 
electricity plant to carry on a L adies H air DressinO' business 
could not be considered for want of the si te plan, ;hich coul.i 
not be obtained as her shop was closed for the season. An applica
tion received from Mess1s. J>okhar Das & Sons, Lahore, for the 
grant of sanction unrl er section 28 for the supply of elect l'ic 
energy to the No.tified Area, Sheikhupura, was under considera
t ion at the close of the year. 

6. Specification of compulsm-y works under Olause 1 11 
of the Schedule attached to the Indian Elect1·icity Act. 

(a) Lists of com pulsory works are as a rule compiled at 
meeti:::Jgs at which the various intereFts concerned are fully 
represented. Lists in respect of the following licences werd 
compiled during the year :-

(1) Kasauli Electric Licence, 1929. 

(2) Hoshiarpur Electric Licence, 1930. 

(3) 

(4) 

Gujranwala E lectric Licence, 1925 
the extended a rea). 

Sialkot Electric Licence, 1928 (in 
extended area). 

(5) Montgomery Electric Licence, 1930. 

(in respect of 

respect of the 

:Except in the case of Montg~mery, for which the li ce~ce 
granted to the Mun icipal Oommtttee was revoked, t?e hsts 
compiled were submitted to Gove1·nment and duly prescnbed. 

A list of compulsory works for the proposed extended area 
under the J ullundur E lectric Licence was. al~o prepared and 
submitted to Government, but as the applicatiOn for the pro
posed extension <;>f the area to which t~e 1!orks re~ated, .is still 
under consideratiOn for want of certam InformatiOn stxll due 
from the Company, the works could not be prescribed. 

(b) Seourity. - The H~shiarpur Electri~ity Supply Company, 
duly deposited the secunty. rhe seour1ty deposited by the 
Lahore Electric Supply Company, Limited, under the Sialkot 
Electric Licence, 19~8 was refunded on the completion of the 
compulsory works. 
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7. Statements of Acco~mts.- Siatem ents of a<'counts .r e· 
quired by section 11 of t he I ndian Electricity A ct were recC' ived 
from the various licensees in t he Punj ab, excep t f rom the 
Ambala Cf,ntf,nrn en t Bom·d , w h k h was exempted from t he 
submission of sta tements of accounts for the years 19:.!6-27 to 
19 29-30 on th e grcu nd that the Canton me nt. account s and forms 
did not prov ide for the l< eeping of det11i led an d separ·ate accounts 
to enable the statements in quest-ion bei t!g' J)repa recl. For the 
future, ho •:ever, the .Board bas been a~ked to submit 1he pre
seribed statements. '.1 be nccou nts were checkl·d a nd where 
n ecessary t he licemees were addre~sed witll a view to t lleir 
completion or r lucidatioo. 

8. I nspections.-During the year under r epor t 301 
stat utory inspections were cnuied out by the .hlect ric Inspector 
and h is A~sis tan ts as aga in:.t 20o f or t he period 1st A pl'il 
to 31st December 1929. Seventy-one of these inspections were 
combint-d inspections u nder the E l<:ctr ici ty a nd Cinematog raph 
.A<:ts. The Elec tric I nspector a lso cR rl'ied out several ear t h teits 
and poin ted out the defec ts to the licen sees for rectification . 

9. R elaxation of the 'ru les 1tnde1· the I ndian Elect1'icity 
Act.-'1 he Pu njab Govern men t relaxed rule 51 (d) in tb e case 
of t he Rajgarh Sub-station of the Lahore Elect ric Supply Com
p~:~ ny, Li mited, in order to a llow t he use of tbe e xisting single 
pole isolating links for a period of si x months. 

10. A ccidents.- 'fwelve accicleu ts f rom electric sbnck 
occurred d urin!? t he yea r as aga inst fitteen in t-l.l e prev ious year. 
Six of them p;·oved fatal t o hn mnn bejngs. Er1q uines were 
made by t he E lectric Inspector iu each case and suitable action 
taken. 

11. Development of Electrical1.tnclerta.lcings in the Punjab, 
Laho1·e.-During· t he yeat· the followin~ new sub -sta tions anrl 
high tension lines were pu t into service by t he L<lh•.Jre Elect ric 
Supply Cornpan;r in L a bore :-

1. 6600/400 volts, 50 oycrus, A. 0 . Sub-station nea r 
Sheran wala Gate. 

2. Sanda R oad Sub -stat ion and aeria l H. T. Line between 
Poonch H ouse S ub·station and Sa nda Road 
Sub-sta tion. 

3. Aerial H. T. Line between Poonch H ouse and Sanda 
Kalan Sub -st at ion. 

Rawalpindi.-A.n aduit ional set of 1,000 K. W. was installed 
by .the Rawalpindi Electric Power Company. . 
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Jullundwr.- 'rbe J ullundur Electric Supply Company, 
Limited, installed a n additional set of 200 K. W. durin!? the 
year. 

Am1·itsar. - Due to the stoppage of the bulk supply hy the 
Lahore Electric Supply Company to Hydro-Electric Branch 
tbe Municipal Committee of Amritsar recommenced g iving a 
supply, as best as they could, from their old power stat.ion. 

Sialkot.- The Lahore Electric Supply Company put into 
service their second generating set of 250 K . W . 

An agreement was drawn up betwen t~e Municipal Com· 
mittee of Sialkot and the Lahore Electric Supply Company, 
Limited, for the street lighting of Sialkot . 

Hoshia1·p~tr.-1'he Hosbiarpur E lectdcity Supply Com pany 
issued specifications for the generaiing plant and overhead line 
materia l, and tenders for the same were expected to be received 
in J anuary 1931. 

Multan.-A high tension bulk supply was commen ced at 
the new Central J ail. 

Simla.-Tbe question of a ugmenting the supply for Simla 
was under the considerat ion of Government and the Municipal 
Committee, Simla. 1'he proposed conrl itions of supp ly have beA u 
received by the Electric Inspector and are under examination . 

12. Elect1·icity Advisor'!} Boa1·d. - Lala ~arkisban TJal a ud 
Khan Rahadur Sardar Habibullab -rrere re-nominated as members 
of t he Elec tricity Advisory Board for another period of three 
years. 

13. List of electrical undertakings in .I ndia corrected up to 
1927-28 was p rinted and published .. durm g the year. Dra ft 
ru les ~or the grant of i icen~es and cer t ifi cates .of competency to 
electriCal contractors and wiremen were pubhsbed fo r in vitinCI' 
obj ections. 0 

14. Mr. Milne continued as Electric I nsp ector throu ahout 
the .year. My thanks are due to him a nd to h is Assistauts for 
t?e1r v~lua.ble work. Mr. Milne bas eeen very u seful in connec
t ion Wllh the administ.ration of th e Indian E l t>ctricity Act. 

RA~ LAL, • 
Di1·ecto1' of l ndust'ri es, Punjab. 

~9 D of 1- 162- 25,9.31-SGPP·LaJtore; 
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