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Proceedings of the Government of the Punj~b, Industries 
and Labour Department (Electricity), No. 2042-EJ ... 
38/39798-A;, dated Lahore, the 29th November, 1938. 

READ-

Report on the Administration of the Indian Electricity Act in the 
Punjab for the year 1937. 

ELEOTRIOAL development in the Punjab continues to make 
rapid progrese. Six new lic~nres for the supply of electrical 
energy were granted during 1937 raising the total number of 
licences from 54 to 60. Three fresh applications for supply of 
energy at 3 places were received during the year. Twenty-one 
applications for supply of energy at 12 places were pending 
from last year. Forty-four electrical supply undertakings were 
in actual operation at the end of the year against only 35 in 
1936. In addition, the Public Works Department, Electricity 
Branch, was supplying energy in 42 places against 29 at the 
end of 1936. Excluding the two places of bulk supply by the 
Electricity .Bran_ch ~(, Amritsar and Jullundur, elect1'ical energy 
is now bemg d1stnbuted at 84 centres as against only 62 at the 
end of 1936. . Practical~y all t~e bigger ~vwns open to develop
m ent by private parties, whiCh are likely to give commercial 
returns, have now been electrified. 

The total number of units sold to the public was 80 306 336 
of which the Electricity Branch, including the Renal a inst~llation 
generated 46,399,143. Correspo.J?ding figures for 1936 ar~ 
68,212,611 a·nd . 38,0~4,552, r (;)spectively. ~he number of medium 
power insta.llo.twn~ mcrease~ from 2,541 ill 1936 to 2,948 a t the 
end of 1937. The mcrease ill connected power load was roughly 
10,724 H. P. of which 4,750 H. P. was connected by the 
E lectricity Branch. T~e bes~ users of pow~r are flour and rice 
mills, steel manufacturmg mills, wood-working concern~, work
shops for general pur~oses and c?tton and oil mills in the order 
indicated. Fresh e~ectncal pumpmg sets aggregating 730 H. P. 
were co.DDected durmg the year. · 

2. Three ap~lications we~e received under section 27 of the 
Act for supply of ener~ outside the area of. supply specified in 
the licences. Tw? were accepted and the thrr~ .was under con
. 'deration. SanctiOn accorded to the Mummpal Committee . 
Sl . d t 1 . ' Amritsar, was nece~sary m ~r er o regu ar1se the action of the 
licensee in connectmg premises between the area of supply and 
the Khalsa College, Amritsar. 

In one case sanchion for supply of energy was accorded 
under ~ecti?n 28 of the Act to a Co!cutta firm. The supply was 
primarily mtende.d for the abatt01r at Lahore Cantonment. A-s 
the abattoir scheme was dropped, the sanction lapsed. 

s. On the recommendation o~. the Electricity Advisory 
Board, Government ordered a revtswn of the maxima rates 
under the Gujranwala Elect1'ic Licencel 1925! 
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The question of revision of maxima rates under the Amrit
sar Electric Licence has been referred for advice to the Board. 

- Tbe question of revision of rates under the Jullundur 
Electric Licence was still under consideration at the end of the 
year. · 

The Rawalpindi Electric Power Company, Limited, has 
voluntarily reduced the rates at Jhelum. 

The dispute between the Municipal Committee, Multan, 
and the Multan Electric Supply Company, Limited, has been 
settled by arbitration. · 

4. The total number of accidents was 86 a.s against 91 in 
1936. In 25 cases no injury was caused to human life. For the 
rest, 15 .ca:ses proved fatal as against 12 last year . . In most of 
the remmrung 4ti cases injuries were not of a senous nature. 
Government note with pleasure that no accident was due to. 
any breach of the Indian Electricity Rules. 
. 5. The work of the Electric Inspector and his staff ha8 

mc~eased appreciably. 2,53S inspections were carried out as 
agamst only 1,745 in 1936. 

Four meter disputes were referred to the Electric Inspector' 
but cases could not progress owing to non-payment of fees. ~hree 
appeals were lodged and decided. Nine licensees ~ubm1tted, 
for. the approval of the Electric Inspector, their genera! 
destgns showina methods of construction. Fourteen stree 
lighting agreem;nts were also submitted to him under rule 9-A 
of th~ Municipal Works Rules. Including the 7 ~greement! 
pendJ?~ from the previous year, 21 agreements _m all wer 
scrutmiSed by the Electric Inspector. For meter tes~m~ Govern
ment have appointed, Mr. Bence Jones, the: Prmmp~l, a:nd 
Mr. Mathewman, a Professor of the Maclagan Engm~enng 
Golleg~, as . competent persons under sub-section (6) of section 26 
to decide differences or disputes. 

The India_n Electricity Rules, 1937, superseding the rules 
~f 1922 came mto force on 1st April, 19?7· . . of 

6. Government are pleased to record their appreCiatiOn hi 
the .useful work done by Mr. Stowers, the Inspector, and s 
~Ss1stants during the year. 

" · d · the ~rder.-Or,dered that the above review be pubhshe m 
PunJab Gazet:te· and be circulated with the report. . r of 

Or~ered also that a copy be forwarded to th~ Dll'ecto 
lndu stnes, P11Djab, for information. . b 

By order of the Governor of the PUllJa ' 

S. K. IGRP ALANI, 
Secretary to Government, Punjab, rl . ts 

Electricity and I ndustrus Depa men • 
1710 CB-lO<l-l9·l·il9-BGPP Lahore. 
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Report on the administration of the Indian Electricity 
Act, 1910, in the Punjab for the year, 1937 . 

. THE progress of electrical development was steadily 
maintained during the yea.r under report. The total number 
<>f licences granted under the Indian JJ}lectricity Act for the 
-supply of electrical energ.v increased from 54 in 1936 to 60 
.at tlie end of 1937. Six fresh licences were granted during 
the year. Forty-four electric supply undertakings were in 
actual productive operation at the end of the year, while the 
<>thers were either in the constructional stage or were awaiting 
.completion of certain formalities under the Act. The .Public 
Works Department, H ectricity Bra.nch, supplied energy at 42 
places (including towns a.nd , villagC's) as against 29 towns at 
the end of the previous year. 

A statement showing the names of places for which licences 
ha.ve been granted is attached to the report as appendix I. 
A map showing the location of the various supply companies 
and the Public Works Department, Electricity Branch, is also 
appended at the end of the report. Appendix II shows the 
names of places supplied by the Electricity Branch. 

. 2. (a) StatutC11''lf undertakings.-TP-;e total generating capa
city of the plant mstalled by -the licensed electlic supply 
undPrtakings (other than the Public Works Department 
Elec~ricity Branch) 'fas 27,795 K. W. as against 26,293 in th~ 
preVIOUS year. It may be noted that the actual increase i 
the installed capacity was much gr.:>ater, for the fi(JI'ure 0~ 
26,293 for last year included the capacity of the plant at 
Amritsar, where~s the figure of .27, 795 for the year endin(JI' 
1937 does ·not Include the ~apaCity .of the ~tand-by plants a~ 
Amritsar and Jullundur whiCh are 1n rece1pt of ener(JI' 
bulk from the El?ct~city Branch. The largest additions 5~e: 
made at Rawalpmdi and Multan where generating sets of 
2,500 K. W. and 1,,350 K. W. ?f Steam Turbo-Alternator class 
respectively w~re .mstalhd d"?-rmg the y~. The generating 
sets in operatwn m the proV11lce were driven a& under :-

50,297 K. W. hydraulically. 
18,253 K. W. by steam. 

7,245 K. W. by interna.l combustion engines. 
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The total number of units sold by the licensed undertakings 
increased from 3~,483,413to 42,153,460 lincluding 70,99,219 u~ts 
sold by the Mumcipal Committee, Amritsa.r and 11,47,048 umts 
sold by the J ullundur Electric Supply Cempany, Limited, by:· 
purchase from the Electricity Branch). 

The generating capacity of the Public Works Department' 
Elect~city Branch (including the Renala Khurd Power Station} 
remained the same as last year, viz., 49,100 KWs. The tot·al 1 

number of units sold by the Electricity Branch (including 
those sold to the Municipal Committee, Amritsar, the J ullundur 
Electric Supply: Company Limited and the Model 'l'own Society, 
Limited,_ Lahore), was 42,552,345 as against 34,356,131 last 
year. The total number of units sold by the Renala Khurd 
Station was 3,846, 798. · 

· I A graph showing the increase in the number of units is 
attached as appendix III at the end of the report. 

(b) Oonsume1•s installahons.-The total number of medium 
pressure installations (both connected to the licensees works 
and to the system of the Electricity Branch) which me~ns 
the . number of premises to which medium pressure is supplied 
and not the number of electrical units connected at the close 
of the year under report, was 2,~148, as against 2,541 l~t year~ 
The number of such installations in the Model Town wber~ 
energy is being supplied in pursuance of sanction granted 
up.der section 28 of the Indian Electricity Act,. was 18 . . The 
distribution of the power plant among the leading industries of I 

. tJ;le province is as below :-

1. Workshops for general purposes · 681 H. F. 
2. lt'lour and rice mills 2,795 H. P. 

3 . Wood working 810 H. P. . , 
4. - Cotton and oil mills. 595 H. P. 

. Q. Metal working 408 H. P. 
' . ' -

6. Ice manuf~cture 549 H. P. 

7. Textiles 451 :a. P. 
I 

8. Steel man.ufactur~ 2,000 H. P. 

9. Miscellaneous . 1,205 H. p . . 
Total 9,494 H. P. 

f . 
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In addition to the abov'e, pumping' sets aggregating 730 
H. p. an d many smaller plant~ driven at low pressure: 
of which no record is kept, were connected. Assuming the 
capacity of the l~tter to be no~ more t4an 5Q~ H. P it 
is estimated that hcensed undertakings were supplymg energy 
for power purposes to the ~xtent of _10 ,724 H. P. more than the 
previous year. The largest Increase IS reported to have occUrred 
in respect of the Public W arks Depai·tment, Electricity Branch, 
to whose works 4,750 H. P. of power load was connected . ' durmg the year. 

(c) Factaries, etc., ge1~!ffating. electricity for their oion use.-· 
Records of the actual capacity of electrical generating plant 

. installed in all factories are not available, but so far as it has been 
possible to ascerpain, CJt least 142 factories gener~te electrical 
energy, and dunng _the !ear under. report 3 ~actones alone were 
respol!-sible for puttmg u~to ?perat10n generat~ng plant aggregat
ing 4,826 H. P. Of this ~.1592 H. P. consisted of new plant 
and 2, 234. H. P. of used plant that h 'ld been lying idle for a number 
of yea1·s. In th!-s connecti~n it . w~uld be interesting to note 
that the SutleJ Cotton- Mills, Lu;:rp.ted, Okara, which started 
working during the year has an. installation which consists of 2 
steam Turbo-alternators of 2,000 a~d 312 KWs. capacity 
respectively and 759 motors. In . ~his factory each macb.:izte 
is driven by an independent :r:p.otor, with the result that shafting 
and belt losses are eliminated. 

4 • j ) 0 .. 

~ 3 • . Applic_a~io"!'s for . t~e gra'Y!t of li~ences.-Threa fresh. 
applicatiOns for licences were rece1ved durmg the year for the 
g~nt of licences in respect of ~~~- undermentioned places :-

Ohicha~atni 

Ph,nllerWaJ? 

Viha'ri' 
j' j I 

Names of applicants . 

. •') 
Messrs. J;all Dass and Sons 

Lahore. ~ 

The Traders Electric Supply Oom
pany, Pbullerwan. 

THe Viha!i .Electric Supply Oom
pany, Lmnted, 3Labore. 
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The undermentioned 21 applications were pending from last 
year :-

Names of places. 

1. Arifwala 

2. Mian Channu 

3. Kamalia 

4. Jala~pur Jattan 

5. Rupar 

6. qampbell_pur 

.. :. 

Names of app lic~nts. 

(1) Messrs . C~pur and Company, 
Lahore. 

{2) The Okara Electric Supply 
Company, Limited, Lahore. 

(1) Mian ,Channu Electric Power 
· Company, Lahore. 

(2) Messrs. Sujan Singh Ujjal 
Singh, Factory owners, 
Mian Cbannu. 

The Kamalia Electric Supply 
Company, Limited, Lahore. 

The Punjab Electric Power Com• 
· pa.ny, Limited, Lahore. 

The Rupa.i' Electric Supply Com· 
· paoy, Limited, Lahore. 

(1) The (Proposed) Campbellpur 
Electric Supply Company, 
Limited, Lahore. 

(2) The (Prop·osed) Oampbellpur 
Electric Power Oompany, 
Limited, Lahore (through 
Messrs. Dhodhy and Cow 
pany). 

(3) The Campbellpur :Electric, 
Power Supply Oowpany, 
Limited (Proposed) (through 
Mr. Y. R. Puri) (later COJ?· 
verted into Attock .E!ec~nc 
Supply Company, Limited). 

(4) The Oampbellpnr Electric Oom• 
pany, Lahore. 



N a mel of placea. 

7. Dalhousie 

8~ Pindigbeb 

9. Phullerwao 

10. Khusbab 

11. J agraon 

12. Laia M:usa 

\ 

-. 
.. .... 

t: 
t 

OJ' • 
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N ame.t of applicants. 

(1) The (Proposed) Dalhousie Elec
tric Supply Company,cLimited 
Lahore. 

(2) a.'he Jullun~~ Electric Supply 
Company, limited, Jullundur. 

(3} The (Propoaed) Dalhousie Elec
tric Power Comp_any, Lim.it
ed, L ahore (through 
Mr. Dhody). 

(4) The Dalhousie Electric Com-
pany, Labore, (Promot· 
ed by R.ai Bahadur Dr. 
Maharaj Krishen Kapur and 
others). 

Messrs. M. R. Kohli and Company, 
Lahore. 

The Phullerwan Electric Trading 
Company, Lahore. . 

Messrs. M. R . Kohli and Company 
Labore. 

Messrs. Seen gal Jain 
pany, Lahore. 

and Com-

(1) Messrs. Malak Chand Suri and 
Sons, Lahore. 

' . (2) L. ,Lekh Raj and others of 
Jhelum. 

Six licences as noted ~elow we1;e granted during the year:-

Description of licences • . 
1. The Mian Channu Electrlc 

licence, 1937. 

2. The Dalhousie Electric 
Licence, 1937. 

7:7 q.mes of concerns to whom granted. 

S. S. Sardar Ujjal Singh Factory 
Owner, Miah Channu. ' 

The Jullundm: .Electric Supply 
Company, Lrm1ted, Jullundur. 

'J . \ . 

• 



Description of licences. Names of concern& to wl£om 
granted. 

· 3. ' The Kamalia . Electric · The Kamalia Electrjc SupplY 
Company, Limited, Lahore. : Lic.ence, 1937. 

4. The .A.rifwala . Electric The Okara Electric Supply 
_ ;Licence, 1937. Company, Limited, Labore. 

.5. The Phollerwan Electric The Phullerwan Electric Trading 
Company, Jhelum. · Licence, 1937. 

· '6. · The Rupar Electric Licence, 
1937. 

The Rupar Electric Supply 
Company, Limited, Lahore. 

I' 

Applications for the grant of licences for Jalalpur Jattan, 
Campbellpur, Pindigheb, Khushab, Lala Musa, Chichawatni and 
Vihari were still under consideration when the year under 
report closed. The applicants for J agraon took back tht:>ir fee 
.Of Rs. 500 as the Electricity .Branch had decided to feed the town 
from their own system. , It appears that the bigger towns open 
to private parties which are likely to give commercial returns 
~ve practically · all been electrified. The areas wh~ch are 
.covered by the various stages of the Uhl River Project will be 
electrified by the Electricity .Branch. 
. 4. Applications for the amendment of the underrnentioned 

licences were received during' the year :-
1 The Sirsa Electric Licence, 

1938 Clause 10 (iL 
2. The Sonepat Electric Li-

cence, 1935 Clause lo (i). 
3. The Rewari Electric Licence, 

1935 Clau se 10 ( i). 
4. The Jhang-Maghiana Eletric 

Licence, 1936 • • Clause 4. 
5. The Pattoki Electric Licence, 

1936 · .. . Clause 4. 
6. The Dera Ghazi Khan 

Electric Licence, 1935 Clause 10 (i). 

7. The ~ Multan Electric Li-
cence, 1921 Clauses 3, 5 (b) (vj. 

8. The Ambala Cantonment 
Electric Licence, 1936 . • Clause 4. 

9. The Mianwali Electric 
' · Lic·ence, ,1935 Clause 10 (i). 

10. The Khanewal Electric 
Licence, 1935 Clause 10 (i). 
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11. The Jhang-M aghiana Electric 
Licence; 1936 

.I 

Clause 10 (i). 

Appli_cations for the a~endme~t of the follo!ring licences 
were pending from the preVlous year :-

1. 'Ibe Panipat Electric Licence, 1934 Clause 9 (1) .. 

2. The Abohar Electric Licence, 1934 

3. The Hissar, Hansi, Bhiwani and 
Rohtak Electric Licence, 1932 

4. The Sargodha Electric Licence, 1931 

Clause 4. 

Clauses 5, 7 and 
annexures. 

Clause 4. 

Applications for the amendment of the licences in respect 
-of Abohar, Sargodha, Sirsa, Rewari, Sonepat, Jhang-Maghiana, 
Pattoki, :Multan and Ambala Cantonment were sanctioned 
during the year. The Lahore Electric Supply Company did 
not proceed actively with their application for the amendment 
of the Hissn.r, Hansi, Bhiwani and Rohtak Electric Licence, 

' 1932. The application for the amendment of clause 9 (1) of 
the Panipat Electric Licence, J 934, remained pending. The 
remaining four applications concerning the D era Ghazi Khan, 
.JhanO'-::M aghiaua, Khanewal and Mianwali Electric Licences 
were ~nder consideration when the year closed. 

5. Applications for sanction under section 27 of the Indian 
Electriaity Act.- The Oka~·a Ele?tric Supply Company Limited 
were allo,ved to supply electrical energy to Coleyana Estate 
outside their licensed a~·ea and to lay down an electric supply 
line for the purpose. 

· The application of the · Kasauli Electric Supply Company 
Limited for sanction to supply electric energy to the Lawrence 
Royal Military School at Sa.nawar was under consideration when 
the year closed. · 

The Punjab Government. gave formal sanction to the 
Amritsar Municipal Committee to su~ply , electrical energy to 
.certain consumers between the Committees area of supply and 
.the Khalsa College, Amritsar. 

o. Applications for sanction under. section 28 of the Indian 
Electricity Act. Sanction was grant ed during the year to 
Messrs. Octavious Steel and Company, Limited, Calcutta, ,to 
supply electrical e_nergy to the Defence Department of the 
Govemme~t of India at La.hore. ~antbnment. The supply was 
primarily mtended for the abattoir, but as the construction of 
the abattoir was abandoned, the sanction lapsed. 
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With regard to the 20 applica.tions for the grant of. sanc
tion under section 28 mentioned in last year's report, the 
Punjab Government decided that in the case of towns where 
supply to the general public was concerned, it was in the 
interests of both the supplier and the consumer that the supply 
should be regulated by a regular licen~_e rather than by sanctiOn 
under section 28. · 

7. Applications under section 51 of the Act for the grant of 
_powers o_f Telegraph authority.- The application of the Lahore 
Electric Supply Company _for the grant of powers of Telegrap~ 
authority within the sparsely populated portion of the ar~a of 
supply under the Lahore Electric Licence, 1912, was sanctwned 
during the year under report. _Applications for the grant o~ 
similar powers in respect of Pakpattan, Hissar, Hansi, Bhiwam 
and Rohtak 'vere under enquiry when the year closed. 

8. Go11.ditions of Supply . .-The Punjab Govemment gave 
sanction to the conditions of supply for Abohar, Gujranwala 
and Simla during the year. The draft conditions in respect of 
HoshiarpU!' were still under consideration when the yea1· 
closed. 

. The Punjab Government gave their approval to the scale of 
I~nscellaneous charges and the f01m of contr3ct generally to the 
licensees who started operations during the year. 

(a) Rate of inttrest on consumer's security deposits.-Thf 
~unjab Government approved of the reductio~ of the ~·ate 0 

mterest payable by the Jicensees on thP, security deposited by 
consumers .to the extent that interest at the· rate of 3 pef 
~~nt. be pa1d on dEposits of Rs. 10 to 49 and at the rate 0 

;:s 2 pe~ cent. on deposits of Rs. 50 and above. These rates. 
were mcorporated in the form of contract approved by ?-overn
ment. 

~b) . Declared p1·essure of supply.-Owing to the failure of 
ce!·t.am licensees to comply with rule 28 of the Indian ~l~c
~rlCity Ru1es, 1937, tbe Punjab Government included a proVISIOn 
mall for~s of contract to specify the pressure at which supply 
must be g~ven. 

9. Statements of accou~tts.-'Ihe statements of accounts. 
were ~enerally received in time. The licensees under the 
P~ttok1, Chakwal, Pakpattan and :Mianwn.li Electric Licences
~ere exempted from the submission of annual statewents 
In re:spect of the fi.1·st year of their_ working. The number
<>£ licensees who did not submit their statements of accounts. 
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:within time, was small. - 'rher~ was ·only one licensee viz., the 
·Municipal Committee, Campbellpur, which did not .submit state

ments of accounts as the question of the 1·evocation of the 
Campbellpur Electric Licence, 1931, was under the consideration 
of Government. - · . 

10. Revision oj maxima 'rates.-Accepting the_recommend
ations of the Electricity .Advisory Board., the Punjab Govern
ment ord~red a revision of the maxima rates under the Gujran
w~ia Electric Licence, 1925. 

The arbitrator ap-nointed to settle the dispute between 
' the M1..m.icipal Committee, Multan, ancl the ~ultan 

Electric Supply Company, :Yimited, gave his award 
towards the close of the year · 1936. 'I'he consideration of the 

·question of the r evision of rates uucler the ~![u.ltan Electric 
Licence, 1922, has for the present been deferred. ~l'he Rawal
pindi Electric Power Company, Limited, having reduced their . 
1·ates at Jhelum of their own accord, it was not considered 
necessary to refer the matter to t he Electricity Advisory Board. 

The question of the revision of rates in respect of JuUundur 
was undel' consideration when th~=~ year closed. 

The question of :the revision of maxima rates under the 
Amritsar Electric Liuence was referred to the Electricity 
Advisory Board t~wards the close of the year for advice. 

11. Acoidents.-lt is satisfactory to note that the number of' 
accidents decreased froi:n 91 to 86 during the year under report. 
Of these 25 rela,ted to licensees' works caused throu(}'h falling of 
trees and other objects not resultin~ in any injuries. Of the 
remaining 61 accidents, 15 proved fatal , and 46 resulted in 
injuries . .A. statement showing the details of the accidents which 
havo occurred since 1931 is attached as appendix IV. 

'l'he number -of fatal accidents was 15 as against 12 last year. 
From lihe information available it is not clear whether or not all 
these deaths were the result of electric shock. In a number of 
cases employees of electric. supply companies fell from ladders, 
consumers' premises, etc:~ a.nd .received ~atal injuries without 
showing evi~ence of ha;vmg received electric shock. Particulars 
of theSe acCidents are given below:-

In :2 cases, the employees of soda water factories received 
injury while inserting electrical accessories into live· 
fit tings. Subsequent enquiries revealed that the 
conditions at the time were such that intense shocks 
could be received from contact with live conductors: 
th~ floors were wet- and in neither c~;~.-se were shoes 
being worn. 

.. 
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In one case a butcher met his death while han~g a 
table fan in a damp situation without fir~t discon
necting it from 'the supply. ~uch· iwcidents would 
not have occurred, had the persons concerned khown 
the danger involved in handling elec-trical apparatus 

, .. in damp situations and had the right type of . fittings 
been used. · 

One fatal accident occurred following the breaking of an 
insulator and contact of a live conductor with an in-
effectively earthed line support. , · 

'1 wo fatal accidents occurred as the result of persons 
handling live electrical apparatus without first dis
connecting the supply. In one case there was no 
chance of recovery as the person was alone when the 
accident occurred but in the other case there was 
every prospect of recovery, had correct treatment 
been administered. .. 

Sim employees of electric supply undertaking's lost their 
lives, three of whofl!. fell from l~dders while attend
ing to aerial lines, and three came in contact with live 
conductors in the performance of their duties. 

Three members of the public succumbed to inj~ies 
received following falls from supports of aerial lines. 
In all cases adequate precautions had been totke~ . to 
prevent access to the live conductors by the pr~v1~1on 
of barbed wires and danger notices but th,e v1ct~ms 
paid no heed to them. 

Of the 46 injuries other than fatal, 41 occurred to persons 
employed in the electrical trade and the remaining 5 
to persons who had no connection with the trade, 
(viz.! unauthorised persons). Many of the injuries 
were ~ot of a serious nature. , It. is gratifying to note 
that m no case could it be established that the 
ac.c~dent was due to any breach of the Indian :Elec
triCity Rules. A graph showing· the number of fatal 
and non-fatal accidents is attached as appendix: V. 

12. Proseauttons.-'fhe prosecution of the Lahore Electl:ic 
Supply Company, in connection with the electrocution of a ch1ld 
-on the Shish Mahal Road, Lahore, did not end in conviction. 
:No fresh prosecution was instituted dm·ing the year. 

13. Electric Inspector's activities.-(a) Inspecttons.-2,5~8 
inspections were carried out during the ·year by the :Electnc 
Inspector and his Assistants, as against 1,745 last year. The 

___ ... 
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-effectiveness of the inspections is reflected in the decrease in the 
nruhber of accidents. It is hoped that the enforcement of the 

·..:rules requiri:ilg the grant of licences to electrical contractors and 
the i~s~e o~ .certificates of con;tpetency to supervisors will result 
in elimm.at10n, or, at any r ate, m a decrease in the accidents due 
to faulty installations. 

(b) Ea'rth-tests.-· Systematic testing of licensees' works was 
-carried out during the year as hitherto and earth-tests were con-
-ducted in 14 areas. In all cases whe1·e unsatisfactory res1.U.ts 

: were recorded, reports were made to the licensees for the removal 
of the defects. 

(c) .1Weter-tesls.-It was decided to transfer the Electric 
Insp ector'·s laboratory and laboratory equipment to the lVIaclagan 
Engineering College with the exception of such portable apparatus 
as was requirefl. for general tests. 'lhe Punjab Govern
~ent appoint ed M1·. Philip Reginald Bence ,Jones, Principa l 
and Mr. Thomas Henry ~Iathewman, Professor of Electrical 
Engineeripg, of the Maclagan Engineering College as 
competent persons within the meaning of sub-section (b) of sec
tion 26 of the Indian Electricity Act, to decide any d.i:fference or 
dispute that may arise 3!) to whether a meter, etc., was or 
was not correct. 

(d) Bisputes.-Four l?J~ter disp~tes were referred to ~he 
Electric Inspector for dee1s10n, but In no case was the decis10n 
.given owing to non-payment of fees. 

(e) Appeals.-The undermentioned 3 appeals were sub
mitted to the Electric Inspector under section 13 (1) (b) of 
-the Act: 

(1) 

(2} 

(3) 

By the Muktsar Electric Supply Company, Limited, 
aga-inst the order~ of the Municipal Committee, 
Muktsar, disapproving of the laying of a cable 
under certain roads. The Electric Inspector gave 
his decision in favour of the company. 

By the Mianwali Electric Supply Company against 
the conditions imposed by the Public Works Depart
ment, Buildings and Roads Branch, while authoris
ing the com~any to laJ: the~~· elec~ric supply lines 
along ce1·tam roads In M1anwah. The Electric 
Inspector decided in favour of certain modifications 
of the conditions. 
By the Abobar Electric Supply Company, Limited, 
against the objection raised by the Public Works 
Department, Buildings and Roads Branch, to the 
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company"'::! proposal' to lay aerial lines along certain 
roads at ·A,bQbar. The Electric Inspector's de'cisio.n 

required the company to remove the lines at then~ 
own cost, if and when required t r1 do so. 

(j) .Approval of methods of construction.- Nino licensees 
submitted their general designs show:ing the methods of 
construction· for the approval of the Electric Insp~ctor •. 
'fhese designs were general ly crudely prepared and many of 
them lacked essential details. The Electric Inspector reports 
that there is a tendency amongst the new licensees to con
struct works on the t rial and error system rather than ~o 
calculate their strength and stability before erection. Th~ 
use of wooden poles treated with AS.Cl! . bas not, yet foun.Cl 
general favour with the licensees operatmg m srna.ll towns as It 
is considered that these poles are heavy as compared with steel 
tabular poles of equivalent strength and tha.t •they are difficult 
to handle and owing to their varying dimensions require special 
fittings. These poles are, however, being nsed freely in rural 
areas which result in a ::saving in the cost of distribution. 

The "Electric Inspector working in collab01:ation with the 
Public Works Department, Electricity Branch, has prepared 
new designs for guarcling aerial lines which though equally 
serviceable are less costly than the designs approved by him in 
the past. 

(g) Street lighting o greements.-Fourteen street lighting· 
agreeml'nts were sttbmi• ted to the Electric Inspector under· 
rule 9-A of the Municipal Works Rules. In the majority of 
c~ses ~hey were found to contain provisions which we1·e 
either mconsistent w1th the Indian Electricity Act or were 
incapable of practical interp:e~ation or were inequit~ble. 'l'he· 
tendency of the local authont1es to demand the inclusion of 
certain. terms which are not usually permitted, resulted in 
?elays m the approval of the street lighting agreements, and 
m several cases 1t became necessary for the district authorities to 
intervene. Twenty-one street lighting agreements ( 14 received 
during the year and 7 pending from last year) were scl'utinised 
by the Electric Insp:·ctor of which 13 received the approval of 
the Punjab Government. · 

The Electric Insnector rendered technical advice to several 
local authoritie~ on ~the practical interpretation of 'certain. 
clauses o.f street lighting· agreements and other cognate
matters. 

' ' 



(h) Erection of buildings in the vicinity of aerial Zines.
()ne hundred and seven notices were issued during the y~-'ar by · 
the Electric Inspector to owners of bu~ldings or structures 
which were being erected in the vicinity of a.erial lines, 
drawing their attention to the requirements of rrtle 70 of the 
Indian El~ctl"icity Rules, 1937, anc;l. impressing upon them 
the necess1ty of obtaining the reqms1te cert.ficates from the 
Electric Insec,tor. With a view to stopping he illegal practice 
oj erecting buildings in close proximity to the works of the 
licensees the .Punjab Government, at the instance of th~ · 
Chief Engineer, Punjab, Pnublic Works Department, Electricity 
:Branch, invited the attention of all Comll)iSsicners and ·Deputy 
Commissioners to the suggestions contained in Punjab Govern-
ment circular letter of 1932 wohich were to the effect that when _ 
local authorities sanctioned building plan.:, they should in due 
course invite the attention of the appl'icarnts to th provisiQnS ~ 
of the Indian Electrici1y Rules with regard to t11e accessibility 
of electrical works. 

14. The provisions 
relaxed dueiug the year 
below:-

of the undermentioned rules were 
1n favour of the pa.rties noted 

1. 

Name of the rule. 

Rule 67 of the Indian 
Electricity Rules, 1922, 
re~arding suspension 
of non-metal sheathed, 
weather proof, vulcan
ised rubber insulated 
cables. 

2. Rule 69 (1) (a) of · the 
Indian Electricity 
Rules, 1937. 

Name of the part.l/ in whose 
favour the relaxation 

was allowed. 

Messrs. Harbhagwan 
Nanrla and Companv. 
Licensees under the 
Fazilka Electric Licence, 
1934. 

The Jullundur Electric Sup
ply Company Limited, Licen
sees under the Dalhousie 
Electric Licence, 1937. 

15. Amendment of the Indian Electricity Act, 1910 and 
the Indian Electricity Rules, 1922.-The Indian Electricity 
(Amendment) Act, 1937, came into force on ~1st March, 1937 
and the Indian Electricity Rul· s, 1937, which superseded th: 
rules of 1922 came into force on 1st April, 1937. 

:Mr. H. ~ .. Thomas, Chief Engi~eer, Publio Works Depart
ment, :Electr1mty Branch~ was nommated on the Central Electri
city Hoard from the PunJab 

-- - - - - -
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Name of town. Population. 

38. Moga 17,581 

34. Muktsar 14,845 

35. Mianwali 14,107 

36. Manpi Baha-ud-Din 3,668 

37. Murree 1,530 

38. Ma.ndi Borewala 3,271 

39. Okara 10,712 

40. Panipat 32,915 

41. Pattoki 8,016 

42. Pak rtat t:tn 11,311 

43. Rawalpindi 75,767 

44. Rohtak 35,235 

45. Rewari . . 26,279 

46. Sialkot I 0 o 85,093 

47. Sargodha 26,761 

4R. Shahdara . . 6,249 

49. Sirs a . 18,909 

50. Sonepo.t; r t t I 
:w,or:;o 

n. Simla 18,144 

62. Tancllian wala 6,1 05 

p3, Toba Tek Singh 5,903 
54. Mian Ohannu 4,340 
55. Dalhousie 1,030 

56. Kamalia . . 
1 

13,220 

57. Arifwala. ... .. 3,201 

58. Phullerwan . . 2,991 

59. Rupar 8,764 
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APPENDIX ll. 

Towns and villages served by the Electricity Branch· 
1. P a thankot. 

2. Gurdaspur. 

s. Dina Nagar. 

· ·~. Batala. 

5. Dhari wal. 

6. Q adian. 

7, Village Lakhi. 

8. Village No-wshera Majja Singh. 

9. Amritsar Suburban (including Verka. an(!. Chheharta) . 

1 o. Tarn Tar an. 

11. Phillaur. 

12. Goraya. 

13. Boparee. 

14- Ludhiana. 

15. Baghbanpura. 

16. Kasur. 

J 7. Sado.r B azar (Lahore Cantonmont). 

HJ. Iohhra. 
19. Mn:sUm Town . 

zo. F exozepo.re City. 

2 1 . T o.u lca.n wu.ll Ba~:~bi u.n d S adar n azar, F er ozepore. 

22. Sh eikhupura. 

23. Chubarkana. 

24- J a ranwala.. 

25. Nanlrana Sahib. 

26. Lyallpur. 

27. Dharamsala. 

28. Karta rpur. 

29. Suranussi. 

30. Part of Moghalpura and N orth-Western Railway, Lahore . 

· - ~-- ----
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31. Husminiwala. 

32. ZaJiarwat 

33. Phagwara. 

34. Kapurthala. 

35. A'Iodel Town. 

36. .Jallundur City (through Jullundur Electric Supply Com· 
pa uy). 

37. .Amritsar (through Municipal Committee, .A.m'ritsa r). 

38. .Jullundur Suburban Ea:;t (including Dak9ha ~nd Biring). 

39. Jullundur Suburbau West (including Chak Hussani and 
Maksudp ur). 

40. Mapmud Buti. 

41. K ot Duni Chand (Lahore District). 

J ivna na (Lahore District). 

36 D of A - 98-7-1-3!>--SGPP Lt\hore, 
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ELECTRIC INSPECTOR 
TO GOVERNMENT PUNJAB 





APPENDIX nz: ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENTS 
S.N?. YEARS 1931 1932 

Accidents resulting in death to human beings (unauthorised NIL 2 1. persons) 

Accidents resulting in death to human beings (authorised 4 4 2. persons) 

3. Accidents resulting in death to human beings from falls 
from poles (authorised persona) 2 NIL 

Accidents resulting in death to human beings from falls NIL I 4. from poles (unauthorised persons) 

Accidents resulting in death to animals from electric 5 NIL s. shock 

6. Accidents resulting in injuries to human beings (authorised 
persons 8 4 

7. Accidents resulting in injuries to human beings (unauthorised 
persons) 4 3 

8. Accidents to licensees' works caused through falling of NIL I trees & other objects 

Total 23 15 
FEROZ PRINTING WORKS, LAHORE . 

1933 

2 

II 

I 

I 

2 

7 

7 

20 

51 

I 

1934 1935 1936 1937 

I 

II 

I 

2 

2 

23 

6 

36 

82 

NIL 5 6 

4 I 3 

NIL 2 3 

NIL 4 3 

I 3 NIL 

15 35 41 

6 II 5 

40 ~0 25 

66 91 86 

C. W. STOWERS, 
ELECTRIC INSPECTOR 
TO GOVERNMENT PUNJAB. 
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