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Proceedings of the West Punjab Government in the P. W.D., Build­
ings and Roads Branch, No. 1300-G, dated the 23rd 

December 1947 concerning 
THE Administration Report of the P.W.D., Buildings and 

Roads Branch, for the year 1944-45. 
Expenditu·re-The total expenditure on works and technical 

education, etc., in the year 1944-45 was Rs. 144 lakhs in round 
fignres as compared with Rs. 1,03 Jakhs in the previous year. The 
expenditure on establishment showed a decrease from 13·13% to 
10·06%. 

Com;nunications-The total expenditure on roads, etc., 
indncling their maintenance was Rs. 108 lakhs. Despite diffi­
culties in getting bajri and other road-surfacing material on account 
of scarcity of rail way wagons, 829 miles were re-surfaced with tar 
and bitumen as against 631 miles i11 1943-44. At the end of the 
year under review there were under the charge of the Department 
4,606 mil"s of m"taU 'd and 1,562 miles of unmetalled roads. In 
addition to the above lengths of road, there were in the Province 
715 mil"s of m"talled and 6, 722 miles of unmetalled Class II roads 
in the charge of District Boards. Encouraged by the experiments 
on soil-stabilised roads, a Division and a Specification Laboratory 
for construction of cheap rJl-weather roads was opened with the 
assistance of the Government of India and -25 miles of soil-stabi]ised 
ron.d were constructed. Further large scale experiments in this 
new form of road construction are in hand and they augur well for 
better and cheaper village roads. 

- Of the several road works completed during the year, 
mention may be made of the following :-

/(1) Rndec:king Leh Bridge in mile 167 of Grand Trunk 
/'.. Road (Arterial No. 1) in Rawalpindi District. 

J (2) R~decking ·Kala Bridge in mile 190 of Grand Trunk 
Road (Arterial No. 1) in Rawalpindi Djstrict. 

{3) Improving metalling and tarring TarbeJa-Hazro­
GampbcUpur-Basal-Pindi Sultani Road (Arterial No. 8) 
~ection 11 Ca.mpbellpur to Basal. . 

(4) CJnstructing approaches to the Kalabagh-Kurram RaJ]­
wnv RridCYC on Mianwali-Ka.labagh Road Kurram 
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River. 
(;3) )feta.lling the ea.~tcrn approach road to Indus crossing 

Uhazighat. . . 
(6) Strengthening the Railway ov~'~lmdge at. I;udhHm~. 
(7) :Metallinl. 13harwain-Chintpurm RoRd m Hosh1arpur 

Distri('t 
\8) Raising gaps in miles 116 and 1.17 .of Grand Tnmk Road 

(Arterial X o. 1) in Ambaln. I>tst net. 
(f.l) Improvements (rough mcta.llin~ .on ::~oft places) to. The!'g 

)latbani portion ·of An~~a1a.-.fi~e! R,?a.d (A~tcz~Jal No. 
20) edion Chharabra f.o Shtpkt m S1ml~ Dtstnct. 
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(10) Construction of motor road round Simla (Section Cart 
Stand to Chota Simla). 

In addition to the above, extensive works had to be carried 
out for restoring damages to ·the roads in Kangra Valley where 
there was a cloud burst of unprecedented ferocity during the night 
between 4th and 5th of August, 1944. It is estimated that about 
24" of rain fell and brought about phenomenal flood. The damages 
done to roads and bridges were simply colossal. There were about 
50 breaches throughout the length of road and in consequence 
communications to various milita.ry camps in the area were entirely 
cut off. Military authorities very kindly co-operated with the 
P. W.D., in the restoration of communications. Immediately after 
the breaches were restored temporarily by putting on diversions, 
it was considered essential to arrange for the con~truction of 
permanent bridges, providing .i~creased water-way wherever 
necessary and to construct retammg walls, etc., where roadside 
ha.d been damaged. A lot of work on t~e construction of per­
manent bridges was started and was well m hand by the end of 
March, 1945. All the bridges were built and reopened to traffic 
before the break of monsoons in 1945. 

Buildings-The total expenditure on bui1dings · including 
cost of maintenance was Rs: 36·3~ lakhs. The expenditure by 
minor heads under t-he followmg maJor heads on buildings (original 
Works and Repairs) was :-

MAJOR HEADS. 

50-('ivil Works 

2 

81-civil Worb 
not charged to 

Revenue. 

3 
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Of the important building works completed during the year 
mention may be made of the following:-

(i) Providing 3rd storey to the P.vV.D. Secretariat 
Building, Lahore. 

0i) Construction of five new barracks for constables, for 
the r ecruit training School for Rawalpindi Range at 
Sargodha. 

(iii) Construction of Rickshaw Coolies' quartcr'i:> in Simla. 
(iv) Providing 2nd storey to tho Punjab Civil Secretariat 

Building, Lahore. 
(v) Providing accommodation for the Civil Supplies Office, 

Lahore. 
(vi) Providing additional accommodation for Research 

Laboratory in l\Iayo School of Arts, Lahore. 
(vii) Providing accommodation for Indian Electrical and 

l\1cchanical Engineers of Punjab Uni,·ersity Officers 
Training Corps in the Punjab College of Engineering 
and Technology, Lahore. 

Mention may be made of the following importa~1t works 
which were in hand :-

l. Cunstruetion of 3rd storey of the proposed extension 
to the Ellerslie Buildings, Simla-E. 

2. Providin&r additional hostel r~ccommodation in the 
Punjab ~Agricultural College, Lyallpur. 

3. Construction of sheds for Storage of Foodgrains at 
Moga, Abohar and J agraon. 

4. Conversion of the District Jail , 1\Iianwali, from Class II 
to Class I. 

In general the department was facNt with considerable 
difficulties in the execution of both origin!!.) works and repairs due 
to "controls " on most of the building materials and shcrtage of 
labour. Ncverth<•le~s. all the important Bvtjor works and es­
pecially the works conne<;ted " 'ith Airfields and l!Jilitary buildings 
were completed sP.,tisfa<·torily and in time. 

Contribution to uw· effm·ts-During the yen r under review 
this Branch executed original works to the Ynlur of about Rs. 
13,00,000 for the Government of India, Wo.r Department., Army 
Branch, and mnintained alJont 61 e~wamping grounds, :n .Airfields 
and certain buildings, etc., in Cantonrn"ntf; at Hawalpindi, C<~mpbcll­
pur, Mnltan, ,Jhclum, Kharian, ~1urn•c hills inc·Jucling watC'r SUJlply 
and electric inRtallations at cost of Rs. 2·!.02.118 approximately. 

/'o8f - Wnr fl'kmning- (n) B11ilrhnys. - In ord<'r to mce~ the 
expanding require' entg of various cl<']Htrinwnts,. Building sc-hemc>R 
<>stimn.tcd to cost I 14 el'Ores were Jll'<·pan•d dunng the yenr. 
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(b) Roads-The Post-War Road Development Scheme for 
the Pu.njab makes provision for tho construction of an additional 
length of 7,136 miles of Arterial Road and 17,903 miles of Rural 
Road System. It wi11 take 15 years to complete and will cost 
Rs. 69 crores approximately. It is designed to provide all­
weather roads and there will be almost no town in the Province 
with a. population of 5000 souls or over '"'·hich will not be con­
nected by a metalled road and there will be no village in the Pro­
vince which sha11 be more than 2 miles away from an all-weather 
road. 

Communication's Bo£H'd-The Board distributed Rs. 3,96,014 
as grants-in-aid to various District Boards in the Province and its. 
Engineer Secretary gave technical sanction to 96 road projects of 
various District Boards. 

Public Health Bmnch-During the year under review the 
Public Health Branch prepared an~l exa.'11ine<l. projects of the total 
value of Rs. 1,13,21,345 for the Pu11jalJ Government, Local Bodies 
in the Punjab and the Defence Department of the Govern;nent of 
India. In addition, the preparation of prdimiuary proposals for 
Post-War Reconstruction relating to Public Health Engineering 
\Vorks., i.e. water suppfy andjor drainage works or extensions 
thereof in towns, and rural water supply works and impro,·e·me:nts 
in water supply and sanitation ·were push·'d forward. Pnlp0sals for 
the carrying out of urban works of an estimated cost of Rs. 9,21,92,500 
rural works of an estimate~ cost of R-;. 2,70,87,009 anu exploratory 
ancl boring works of an estimated cost of R3. 33,01,600 were sub­
mitted. 

Besides the construction of the Lahore SeweraO'e Sche111e 
and other schemes of local bodies which were iu hand~ about 47 
important works ·were c~munenced and 23 schemes were completed 
during_ the year. All Important \V~tcr supply and sanitary in­
st.<tllatiOns and cognate works rela.tmg to Uo\Ternment builtlinrrs 
and instal~ntions atH~ a number of wa.L r ::;upply and drainage 
schemes of local bodrcs throughout the Provine.; conti1ncd to be 
run und maintained by this Uranch. l 

l~lectrical Enyineeriny- The Elcctri<:al E.1.rinecr a!l(l his 
staff r~ma_incd Yery b_usy dtu:in~ the s:ea~· in cxecutbg ~LHl maintain­
ing electrical w?rks 111 provuv·ml bmldmgs in the Provinc0 and in 
a. number of A1rfields m .the Punjab. 

Engineering Bducation - The cost of encrinecritw education 
during the yt>ar was Rs. 3.80 la.khs approxim~tely. 0 

• 

(c•) Punjab College of Bnyineerioy and Technoloyy, ldiOrc­rhc .!·q~~rt for. the year sl~ow~ tlu~:t co~:q>t>tHion for 811try in the 
~\ . Ul.t~:3, namely the Engmecrmg Gl<tss lcadina to the· B. Sc. 

{hngmec~mg) Degree of the ~u~1jab Uni\·er~ity, w~s ~eencr than 
the pro\'lous year. For adn~tsswns to this class 463 candidates 
competed for the !>5 vacancies rt'sCr\·ed. for Pnnjabi studrnt 



against 384 last year, while for the "B" Class (Engineering 
:\::lechanics Class) 74 candidates competed for 40 vacancies. The 
number of candidates for the " C " Class, namely the Apprentice 
Class for training yow1g men in the College Workshops to be skilled 
artizans, was 23. 

The results of the final examination in 19-H were very 
satisfactory. Out of 35 "A" Class students who sat for the B. Sc. 
(Engineering) Degree Final Examination of the Punjab University, 
32 were successful. Owing to a keen demand for trained men for 
war works, only a few of the "C " Class students actually completed 
the three-year prescribed course bnt instead, went in for war 
employment. 

The demand for trained Engineers and Workshop Operators 
exceeds the supply. Every student or apprentice who qualifies 
from this College in any of the classes is able to find ready employ­
ment .. 

(b) Government School of Engineering, Punjc,b, Rasul­
Competition for entrance to the school continued to he keen. 
There were 532 candidates as compared with 396 during the' previous 
year. In order to :rneet the increased demand of the Province for 
overseers and draftsmen the number of vacancies in the school was 
increased from 140 to 260 (overseers 190 and draftsmen 70) 
excluding the nominees of other Provinces and States. 

The results of the final examination at the end of the second 
year were again very satisfaQtory. Of the 94 students who sat 61 
obtained the ''A" certificate (16 with "Honours'' and 45 with 
" Credit ") and 32 obtained the " B " certificate. In the final 
examination at the end of the second year for Draftsmen Class, 10 
~tudents appeared and all passed. 

Of the 56 overseers and draftsmen who took the Special 
Course in reinforced concrete all were successful. 

The School Training Centre for masons and bricklayers 
w1der the Technical Training Sche;me of the Government of India 
(Department of Labour) proved a success. 

The School also acts as a Service-Securing Bureau and 
about 290 men were offered po:sts through it during tho year under 
review. 

Town 
Town Plcmning -As in the previous year the work of the 
Planning Branch of the Department comprised-
(rl) preparing t;own pla.nnin g and building schemes on 

behalf of Municipal Corn mittces, including the requisite 
surveY); 

(b) advising Commissioners and Government in connection 
with town planning schemes submitted by local 
a u\horit.ics ; and 
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(c) the preparation of development achemes for J.aads ow.oed 
by Govern. nent and various Municipalities. 

The Municipal Committees before proceeding to r~ 
town planning or building schemes now generally consult the Pro­
vincial Town Planner and the quality of Municipal schemes is 
improving. During the year under review 46 ache~ were 
complPtcd, 22 w re under preparation and advice was givea either 
to Government or to the Local Authorities concerned on 13 achemes • 

. Miscellaneous- The Department continued to carry oli it. 
campaign against encroachments on Government land arid daring 
the year under review restored a total area of 8,163 s.ft. which is 
worth lakhs of rupees. It also rendered assistance to loe&t bodies 
and prepared and carried out projects of the value ofRs. 1,60,24,622. 

The 1st and the 2nd Units of the Punjab Civil Pioneer Force 
which proceeded on active service to the· Eastern Front in the 
previous year remained there on duty during the year· under 
review. 

A detachment of the Depot Company was detailed in 
August 1944 to assist the Irrigation Branch in executilig relief 
work in Lyallpur and Sargodha districts in connection with da.'llages 
done by floods. 

Adminiatration-Mr. J. B. Vesugar, B. Sc., A. M. Inst. C. E., 
I.S . .E., continued as Chief Engineer and Secretary to Government, 
Punjab, .P.W.D., Buildings and Roads Branch, till 12th April, 
194-1, when his services were placed again at the disposr.l of the 
Government of India. He was succeeded by Mr. L. A. Freak, 
B. Sc., A. M. Inst. C . .E., l.S.E., who continued till the end of the 
yew. 

Mr. D. A. Howell, C.I.E., O.B.E., M. Inst. C. E., M. I• 
Mech • .E., continued as Chief Engineer of the Public Health 
Branch of the Buildings and Roads Department throughout the 

,._.. During the year under IMiew tb~waa an immeD88 ez· 
pauion of work calling for a eomtspon · moreaee ia ~ _.. 

Governm!Jfi takes this opportuniiJ record ita = 
tioJi -of the hald..-or~ put in bJ ,.U oonoer. from top to 
in the ~ent m good pd expeditious ex.U• 
orvarioiii works. 






