
Review of the Administration Report 
of the Punjab Public Works Depart­
ment, Buildings and Roads Branch, 

for the year 1948-49 

E-10 
948-49 





roceedings o( the Punjab Government in the P. W. DP., 
Buildings and Roads Branch, No, 42-G 48 '1508-Gl, dated 
Lahore, the 7th February 1953. 

concerning 
The Administration Report of the Public Works Department, 

Buildings and Roads Branch, for the yca1 1948-49. 

Expenditure-The total expenditure on works and technical 
lucation in the year 1948-49 was Rs. 1, 72,00,000 as compared 

v Rs. 51 · 5 lakhs in the previous year. 
Communications-The total expenditure on roads, including 

heir maintenance, was Rs. 1,29,60,461. During the ycat· under 
·eview 231·44 miles were surfaced with tar and bitumen as against 
51 miles in 1947-48. This reduced progress was due to shortag<' 
f machinery and materials for resurfacing work. At the end 
f the year 1948-49, 2, 737 miles of metalled and 1,338 milcs of un­
'letalled roads were under the charge of this Dcpartment as again~t 
,679 miles of metalled and 1,227 miles of unmctalled roads last 

11'. 
In addition to the above lengths of roads, anothcr 380 milt-~ 

'· metalled and 11,723 miles of unmetallcd, f'Iass II roads wctt• 
eing maintained by the District Boards. 

Of the several road works completed during the year, men tiou 
ay he made of the following:-

( I) Constructing last 2 miles of I.ora-Ghoragalli Road 
lying within the Punjab jurisdiction. 

(2) :Metalling Muzaffargarh-Alipur-Panjnad Road, Art. 
No. 34. 

(3) Constructing Bund in Guraha Creek at Ghazi Ghat. 
(4) Metalling and improving Toba Tek Singh-Chicha­

watni-Burcwala Road, Art. N"o. 39. 
The under mentioned road works were in the process of com­

letion:-
(1) Improving and metalling Rawalpincli-Kahuta-Punjnr­

Lachhman Pattan Road, Al·t. Xo. 30. 
(2) Improving and metalling Rawalpit~di-Lchtrar Road. 

Section Rawalpindi-Chirah (10 nules). ,.., . 
(3) Sargodha-Lak Bhalwal Road. (Length 11· t4 nule:-.). 
(4) Shahpur-Jhawrian Road. (Length 10 · 37 mile~). 
(5) Constructing and metalling road from 1_'-hushab to 

Muzaffargarh. (RQad length 15 ·-H) 1111 les ). .. _ 
(6) ConstructingJabbi-1\litha Tiwana.Road. (Length 10 · 1·) 

miles.) 
(7) Constructing a 

l\f uza:ffargarh. 
metalled road from )1ianwali 11) 
(Length 32 mile,;.) 





S<.me .of Uw important building works completed durinrr the-
year under review are· detailed below:- ~:~ 

(1) Construction of Storage Bins accommodation for food­
grain in Sargodha and :Multan districts. 

(~~i"p:mstptption of Bulk Storage Bins at Rcnala Khurd, 
, r. Montgomery, Pakpattan, Burcwala, Vehari and 

1 
·, ;· Chichawatni. 

(3) Construction of Refugees Camp at Mullan, Montgo­
mery, Arifwala, Burcwala and Vehari . 

. '( 4J:: Extension of Punjab College of Engine( ring and Tech . 
· nology. 

TheJo11owing major works were in progress:-
( I) .Constructing DeMontmorancy College, Sargodha. 
(2) ·Constructing Government Normal School at Sargodhu. 
(3~ Constructing Government College at :\{ontgomcry. 
(4) ('onl:ltrueting 6 Sub-Judges Court in Jind Hom;e, 

Lahore. 
Due to financial string~cy, shortage of material. paucity of 
resourcefnl <'ontrflctorR and qualified Engineers, new works or 
importance. could not be taken in hand during the year under re· 
view and the activities of this Department were; therefore, mainly 
confined to the completion of unfinished works, special repairs, 
and maintcnanl'C of Government buildings. 

Cmmmmicrtlions Board-Durin~ the year under review the 
Board held thrf'c n•gular meetings and two meetings of the ~~inanre 
Suh-Co1nmittee for distribution of grants to District Boards. 1<\mcls 
to the extent of Rs. 2,81,924 were distributt'd as grants-in-aid 
to various District Boards in the Punjab and technical sanction 
wa.~ accorded to 28 road Projt'cts of the different District Boards. 

The combined post of Ruperintending Engineer (Roads) 
and Secretary, Communications Board, Punjab. rontinued during 
the year \\~ith a St:'parate staff fo1· the latter. 

t 

Pul;fic 1/ealth- During tht' yt'ar under review, the Public 
Health Bratwh prepared and examined proj(•cts of the value of 
Rs. Si,92,9i4 for the Punjab Government, Local Bodies in the 
Punjab. Besides the construction of the Lahore Sewerage and 
other "Scbemcs of Local Bodies, which were either completed or in 
progr~~. about 31 important works were commenced and 22 wert' 
completed during the year. All important water-supply and 
sanitary installations throughout the Province continued to bE> 
maintained and rw1 by this Branch for the year 1948-49. Thes<· 
worJis comprise water-supply installations, consisting of tubewell 
and pcrcolatiou wells with st<'am, oil engine driven and electric 
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pumping plants, reservoirR, tanks and })ipe lines, sanitary ins.ta\­
lations, with fittings of all types, drains, sewers, sewerage pumpmg, 
treat- rncnt and disposal insta11ations, sceptic tanks and seweragr 
Farms, steam disinfection apparata, gas plants, hot water supply, 
heating, air conditioning and laboratory installation, ~tc. Thr 
ave1 agf' G.a.ily quantity of water, sewage and suJiage dealt w1th by tht• 
Public Health Circle was approximately 82,35,010 gallons and the 
total horse power of the instal1ations including those 1mdE'r 
completion was nearly 912 B.H.P. 

The total B.H.P. of the plant actua1ly in operation waK 
approximately 1,228 while new plants totalling more than llO 
B.H.P. were under order or in course of erection. 

Electrical Engineering-The Electrical Engineer and hiR 
staff remained very busy during the year in executing a number of 
original works and maintaining the Electric insta1Iations in Gov­
ernment buildings aU over the Province. lksides this, lighting 
arrangements were made in almost all the re-fugee camps through-
out the ProYince. ' 

Engineering Education-The cost of Engineering Education 
dming the year was Rs. 5,69,640. 

(a) Punjab C'ollege of Enginef'ring and 'l'rrlmology, Lahore­
Four hundred candidates competed during the .vear under review for 
admission to the ''A" Class B.Sc. (Enp-inccring Dep-ree of the Punjah 
rniYersity), for 136 Yacancies, a~ainsl 421 applications for 178 
\·acaneics last year. Six candidates were al~o admitted from 
~.-,V. R. and 24 from other administration~ making a total enrol­
ment of 166. For the "B" Class, "hich lrads to L. :\I. E. and 
L. E. E. certificate in Engineering, only 24- c-andidates competed 
for 23 Yaraneies reserved for the Punja.bi students. The number 
of applications received for entry to ··r" Class, namely, the Appren­
tice Class, was only 3 and as such the class could not be started 
this year too far want of adequate mtmbc •· of students. 

~~~. r~~u~t of the final examination i1~ 1948 "\vas satisfactory 
Out of Ill .\ (lass students who appearPrlm the final examination 
of thc B. S('. Degree in Engineering of the Punjab University, 51 
wc•rc c kcla red suc<·cssful. 

(b) r.•n,., 1"1WlC11t Schoo~ .of Engin(u iny, Pu1~jab, Rusul-At-i 
n n·snl~) o: !~w annual compcbh:·e exa.mination held in , 'eptember, 
J!l-48, -H! ~tudcnts were ndtmt.tecl 111 the Onrr;ccr Class and 3-1-
s~~t~li'J.l;s :n. the Draft ·men ~'las·; 10 :-;ttul~nts in the first year Class 
\\~ 1 c 1 t p~ at~ng the cour:-;e. F1fteen Tmccn; from t}w lrrjgation Branch 
of ~h.t> 1 ~mJnh Puhlic \Yorks Department, were also admitted fo1· 
t mmml-{ Ill th<' Draftsmen (~lass. One student left the school in 
De,·Pmlwr J!Hq, an(l the total nnmht•r of students in the fil'st year 
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Class, as it stood on the 31st March 1949, was 276. Out of these 
8 students belonged to N.-·w. F. P. and one student is from the­
Azad Kashmir State. 

The result ·of the final examination for Overseers was satis­
factory. Out of a total of 98 students who appeared, 34 obtained 
"An· Class certificate, 1 with "Honour" and 33. with 'Credit". Out 
of the remainirig 64, 50 obtained the 'B~ Class certificate, 13 passed 
in tlie retest while one student failed. In the Draftsmen Clasf: 
out of 22 students· who took the examination, 2 students obtained 
"A" Class certificate (with credit), 9 "B') Class certificatt>, 7 were 
passed in retest and the remaining 4 examinees fail<"d. Tn the 
Surveyor Class, 3 students appeared and all passed. 

Town Planning-Mr. Habib J. A. Somjec, ll.A. D. Arch. 
(London), F.R.I.B.A., C.T.P. (London), F.I.I.A., held thC' post of 
Provincial Town Planner dm·ing the year under report. 

2. As in the previous year, the work of the Town l>lannin!! 
section of the Department consisted of:-

(a) preparing Town Planning and BuildingH ~chcmet' 
mcluding the requisite Surveys, under section 192 
of the Punjab Municipal Act, 1911, for all Municipal 
Committees and Improvement Trusts (exeept Ow 
Corporation and Improvement Trust, Lahore), 

(b) advising Commissioners and Government in conncctio11 
with Town Planning Schemes in the Punjal>. nnd 

(c) the preparation of development scheme~ for lnnd~ 
owned by Government and various Muni<·ipal and 

Notified Area Committees. 

During the ~·car under review, 26 schemes "en.· prepared. 
16 '\ere under preparation and advice was given eith<:'r to GoY­
ernment or the Local Bodies concerned on alJout 30 Town l'lanninf! 
~c-h<'mes and their lay out. 

Administration-1\Ir. A. Karim, LS.E., who wa~ <·onfirnwd 
in the rank of Chief Engineer substantively with cffcd from 16th 
Frhruary 1948, held that post throughout the year tmd<'r n'port 

M. AZA.M 
Secretary to Govern ulenl, Punjab 

P. JV. D., Buildings 'tlld Road.<~ Hmnch 
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