
;-3(10) 
1941 

14933 
,, 

l 

-.; 

.. 

Report on the 

A dministration of. Criminal Justice 

in the Province of Bengal 

During the year 

1940 

Issued by the Authority of the 

High Court of Judicature at Fort William in Bengal 

Maximum number of pages fixed for the narr ative portion is fifteen 

Superintendent, Government Printing 
Bengal Government Press, Alipore, Bengal 

1941 

Price-Indian, annas 4; English, 6d. 

• 

.. 

( 



• 



• 

Report on the Administration of Criminal Justice in the 
Province of Bengal during the year 1940 

1. Judicial Staff.-For sessions 
work, the staff employed during the year 
consisted of 22 Sessions Judges and 12 
Additional Sessions Judges. Forty-six 
Subordinate Judges vested with the 
powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge 
were employed for various periods, viz., 
seven at 24-Parganas, four at Mymen
singh, three at Dacca, two each at llurd
wan, M:idnapore, Hooghly, Howrah, 
Jessore, Faridpur, Bakarganj, Pabna, 
Tippera and Chittagong an~ one cac? 
at Birbhum, Bankura, Nadia, Mursh1-
dabad, Khulna, Rajshahi, Malda, 
Dinajpur, Ja]paiguri, Rangpur, Hogra 
and Noakhali; they decided 773 cases. 
Two I. C. S. Officers, who were on 
judicial training, and one Deputy 
Magistrate exercised the powers. of an 
Assistant Sessions Judge and d1spose.d 
of nine cases. Nine temporary Addi
tional Sessions Judges were also employ
ed in the province, two at the 
24-Parganas, viz., one from the 2nd 
J anuary till the 31st December and the 
other from the 24th August till the 30th 
September; one at Ba1~arganj through
out the year; one at Birbhum from the 
5th May till the 30th September; one at 
Burdwan from the 7th June till the 31st 
August; one at Dinajpur frc:>m the 1st 
January till the 20th April; o!1e at 
Faridpur from ~he 2nd J a:iuary till the 
10th April; one at Mymensmgh from the 
1st January till the 30th September and 
one at Tippera from the 5th November 
till the 31st December. 

The magisterial stafi employed during 
the yenr, including that of t~e P~esi
dency-town consisted of 429 stipendiary 
and 360 h~norary magistrates. When 
compared with the numbers o~ the pre
vious year, the figure fo~ st1pend1ary 
magistrates represents an mcreas~ of 42, 
while that for the honorary m.ag1strat~s 
remains constant. One special magis
trate was employed at IIatiya (Noakhali) 
for 120 days during the year and he 
disposed of 161. cases. Of the .429 
stipendiary mag-1strates, 264 .exercised 
first 122 second and 43 third class 
pow~rs. There were 79 benches of 
magistrates constituted from among 316 
honorary maO'istrates in the mufassal. 
Of these 58 ° were independent and 21 
were rest'rictcd to the trial of cases under 
the Municipal Act. 

2. (a) Special Magistrates under the 
Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Out
rages Act.-During the year, four ca?es 
with five persons were brought to trial 
and disposed of under tbe Bengal 
Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Act. 
Of the persons tried, four were convict
ed and one acquitted. 

(b) Special Magistrates appointed at 
important railway centres for the trial 
of Railway Act cases.-Special magis
trates were appointed for the trial of 
Railway Act cases at llowrah, Burdwan 
and Asansol on the East Indian Rail
way and Parbatipur on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway. During the year 
under review, 11,379 cases with 26,904 
persons were brought to trial. Of the 
persons tried, 26,097 were convicted and 
806 acquitted. 

The total amount of fines and fares 
imposed during the year was 
Rs. 54,189-12 and Rs. 37,171-13-9, 
respectively. Rs. 8, 736-0-3 was 
l'ealised as fine and Rs. 4,692-5-6 as fare. 
Rs. 5,102-0-6 on account of fine and 
Rs. 20,577-9-3 on account of fare? were 
the unrealised amounts outstandmg at 
the close of the year. Large amounts 
of fines and fares were remitted (1) 
owing to non-execution of distress 
warrants as no assets or trace of the 
accused persons could be found, an~ (2) 
owino- to the fact that the convicted 
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persons had undergone imprisonment m 
default of fines. 

3. Offences reported.-Tbe number 
of offences reported during t~e year 
combined with the number pendmg from 
the previous year was 402, 729 against 
411,271 in 1939. 

Of this number, 193, 731 were under 
the Indian Penal Code and 208,998 
under Special and Local Laws. These 
figures are 15,585 more and 24,127 less, 
respectively, than those o.f 1939. Th.e 
increase was most marked m BakarganJ, 
Dacca, Mymensingh and the 24-Parga
nas ·as regards offences u_nder the Penal 
Code while under Special and Local 
Laws' the decrease was most noticeable 
in the Presidency-town, Howrah, Dacca 
and Birbhum. 

4. Cases found to be true.- Of .the 
total number of cases under enqmry,, 
316 505 were found to be true, and of 
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these 277,858 were brought to trial. 
Compared with the previous year, the 
figures showed a decrease of 18,372 and 
11,593, respectively. 

Original J ur isdiction 

MAGISTRATES' COURTS 

5. Of the total number of cases 
brought to trial, 93,304 were in the 
courts of the Police and Municipal 
Magistrates in the Presidency-town, and 
184,554 in the courts of magistrates in 
the mufassal. 

!.- Presidency Magistmtes, Calcutta 
6. The number of cases hrought 

before the Presidency Magistrates, 
including the Municipal Magistrates 
was 93,30~ or 18,073 less than in 1939. 
The number of cases under Special and 
Local Laws fell from 105,118 to ~ 6,500 
and that under the Penal Code rose 
from 6,259 to 6,804. The fall in the 
number of cases under the Special and 
Local Laws when compared with the 
preceding year was mainly due to a 
decrease in offences under the Police 
Town Acts which fell from 54,622 to 
~1,091; and under the Penal Code, the 
mcrease was due to offences of theft 
which rose from 1,541 to 1,777. 

The Presidency Magistrates (44 hono
rary and 6 stipendiary) other than the 
Municipal Magistrates disposed of 
68,4!~2 cases during the year. Honorary 
Magistrates were responsible for the 
disposal of 48,081 cases. The corre
sponding figure for 1939 was 58,208. 

The number of witnesses examined 
before the Police Magistrates was 22 199 
as compared with 18,817 in 1939. 'The 
number who attended and were dis
charged without examination was 2 338 
or 9 ·5 per cent. a$ainst 2,348 or 11 ·l of 
the total number m attendance in 1939. 
Of the total number in attendance 
16,998 (69 ·3) were discharged on th~ 
first, 6,400 (26 ·1) on the second 999 
(4:1) on the third, and 140 ( ·5) aft~r the 
thir~ day. The number of witnesses 
detamed for more than three days was 
17 less than in 1939. A sum of 
Rs. 2,9?7-7-9 against Rs. 2,812 in 1939, 
was paid to witnesses in private cases 
on account of the expenses of their 
at.tendanc~; Rs., J 0, 766-3 was paid to 
witnesses rn. pohce cases during the year 
1940 as .against ~s . 5,265 paid from the 
1st Apnl, 1939, till the end of that3ear . 

The n~~ber of c<:~ses brought before 
the Mumcipal Magistrates during the 

2 

year was 24, 930 and the number dis
posed of by them was 24, 924. Com
pared with the figures of 1939, the 
number of cases instituted and disposed 
of showed a decrease of 3,251 and 3,249, 
respectively. 

The number of witnesses examined 
before the Municipal Magistrates rose 
from 29,014 to 31,060. Of those in 
attendance, none was detained for more 
than three days as in the preceding year. 

7. Results of trials.-The aggregate 
number of persons under trial before 
the Presidency Magistrates, other than 
the Municipal Magistrates, was 76,441. 
Of the persons tried, 5,017 were acquit
ted or discharged, 70,265 were convicted, 
52 were committed to sessions and 1, 107 
remained under trial at the close of the 
year. Of the persons acquitted or dis
charged, the cases of 1,592 were com
pounded, withdrawn or dismissed for 
default. Of 8,377 persons tried for 
offences under the Penal Code, 4,525 
were convicted and 3,852 acquitted or 
discharged. The results of trials before 
each class of magistrates during the year 
are shown below:-

Acquitted Percentage 
or dis- Convicted. of con vie· 

charged. tions. 

Stipondia.ry Magis- 3,7oi i8,467 83·3 
trates. 

Benches of Magis· .. .. .. 
trates. 

Honorary Magis· l,3i6 51,798 97·1 
trates sitting 
singly. 

Of the persons convicted, 3,132 were 
punished with imprisonment, 48,436 
with fine or forfeiture, and 135 with 
whipping. In addition to these sen
tences, 43 persons were required to give 
security. 

Three hundred and twenty-four per
sons were released on probation under 
section 562, Criminal Procedure Code. 

Twenty-eight thousand two hundred 
a~d seventy-eight persons were under 
trial before the Municipal Magistrates. 
Of them 25,930 were convicted, 2,340 
were acquitted or discharged, 2 died 
and 6 remained under trial at the close 
o! the year. The percentage of convic
t10ns was 91 ·7. Of the persons con
victed, 5,338 were punished with fine. 

The fines imposed in police courts 
aggregated Rs. 1,46,086 against 
Rs. 11,70,917 in 1939. Rs. 1,07,919 
was realised of which Rs. 509 was paid 



as compensation to complainants against 
Rs. 1,2 ,255 and Rs. 1,309 in the pre
vious year. Rs. 60,437 was imposed as 
fines in the municipal courts and 
Rs. 52,022 realised during the vear. 
Out of this amount, nothing was "paid 
to complainants by way of compensation. 

II-Magistrates outside Calcutta 

8. Cases disposed of.-During the 
year 184,554 cases were hrought to trial 
against 178,074 in the previous vear. 
Including cases committed to the sessions 
182,096 cases were disposed of during 
the year against 176,176 in 1939. 

The increase in the number of cases 
disposed of during the year was the 
highest in Mymensingh (1,589), follow
ed by Howrah (857), Rajsbahi (755) and 
the 24-Parganas (641); while the de
crease was the greatest in Tippera (744), 
the next lowest in order being Birbhurn 
(720), Mursbidabad (395) and Rankura 
(286). 

The disposals were <list ribute<l as 
follows:-

District Magistrates 
Subordinate Stipendiary l\lagi.stmtes •• 
Honorary l\fngistrntes 
Benche8 of l\fngistrates 
Special Magiiltrate 

252 

143,393 
29,829 

8,381 
161 

In addition to the cases shown above, 
District Maaistrates decided 80 cases 
referred to them under sections ~47 and 
349 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

• The number of cases decided during 
the year was 5, 920 more than in 1939. 
The increase occurred in the courts of 
the Stipendiary Magistrates, Honorary 
Magistrates and District Magistrates 
who disposed of 3,694, 2,381 and 266 
cases, respectively, more than in the 
preceding year. The number of cases 
disposed of by the Benches of Magis
trates and a Special Magistrate showed 
a decrease of 355 and 66, respectively. 

9. Results of trials.-In the cases 
finally disposed of by magistrates, 
297 ,579 persons were accused or 24,577 
more than in 1939. Of the total, 
153,180 or 51 ·5 per cent. were acquitted 
or discharged and 144,399 or 48 ·5 per 
cent. were convicted. In 1939 the per
centage of conviction was 50·5. 

Of the persons acquitted or dis
charged the cases of 82,451 were com
pounded, withdrawn or dismissed for 
default. The percentage of convictions 
of persons actually tried was 67 · 1 per 
cent. against 70 ·0 in 1939. 
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Of the persons tried for offences under 
the Indian Penal Code, 36,364 or 21 ·8 
per cent. were convicted and 130,875 or 
78 ·2 per cent. acquitted or discharged. 
Of the latter, the cases against 75,557 
persons were compounded, withdrawn 
or dismissed for default without trial 
and those against 55,318 after trial; the 
percentage of convictions on the total 
number acquitted or discharged being 
39 ·6 per cent. against 44 ·O in 1939. 

The total number of persons awaiting 
trial before Magistrates at the close of 
1940 was 31,427 as compared with 
27,469 in 1939. Of these, 741 were 
awaiting trial for more than six months, 
and again of these 10 persons were in 
custody at the close of the year against 
16 in 1939. Explanations of delays in 
the disposal of all cases pending for 
more than three months, submitted by 
the magistrates concerned, have been 
considered by the High Court, and 
necessary orders have been passed on 
them. 

The general result of the trials before 
magistrates of each class was as 
follows:-

Number of persons. 

Clnss of 
PerC'ontage 

of 
Magistrates. Acquitted con vie· 

or dis- Convic·tod. tions. 
charged. 

Benches of 1\' a.gis- 3,248 6,376 66·2 
tmtos. 

Subordinate Stip<1n· 
diary Magistrates. 

126,787 101 ,870 44 ·5 

Honorary 
tmtes. 

:M:ngis- 22,839 35,727 61 ·0 

Special Magistrate 286 38 11·7 

District Magistrates 20 388 95·1 

10. Punishments.-The sentences 
passed on persons convicted were as 
follows:-

Imprisonment 18,941 
Fine or forfeiture . . • • 121,555 
Whipping 142 

In addition to these sentences, 2,882 
persons were required to gjve security. 

Three thousand three hundreJ persons 
were released on probation under section 
562 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
Against 17 persons who had previously 
been so released, proceedings were ~ml>se
quently taken and all of them were 
convicted and punished. 

Excludin(}' the cases of 47 youthful 
offenders w~ose sentences were commut
ed to detention in a reformatory school, 



sentences of imprisonment were impo:;ed 
on 1, 731 persons for terms not exceed~ng 
fifteen days; on 12,561 persons for terms 
not exceeding six months; o_n 4,585 
persons for terms not exceedmg two 
years; and on 17 persons for terms 
exceeding two years. 

Sentences of whipping were passed 
on 142 persons against 120 in the 
preceding year. 

The fines imposed aggregat~d 
Rs 11 98 822 against Rs. 10,58,975 1n 
1939. 'R~pees 6,74,764 was realised, of 
which Rs. 93,263 was paid as com~en
sation to complainants against 
Rs. 6,22,884 and Rs. 73,545, respect
ively, in the previous year. 

11. Miscellaneous proceedings under 
the Code of Criminal Procedure.-The 
total number of miscellaneous cases 
decided during the yea:r was 8,305 
against 7,199 in the previous year. 

12. Frivolous or vexatious accusa
tions.-The provisions of section 250 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure were 
utilised in 195 cases. The complain
ants were ordered to pay compensation 
to the extent of Rs. 5,634. Rupees 
4,135 was realised and of this amount, 
Rs. 4,047 was paid as compensation to 
the accused persons. 

13. Witnesses.-The number of 
witnesses examined in the courts of 
magistrates in the mufassal was 
410,327 as compared with 396,423 in 
1939. The number who attended and 
were discharged without examination 
was 159.188 or 27 ·9 per cent. of the 
whole number in attendance; the per
centage in the preceding year was 28 ·6. 
The amount paid to witnesses on account 
of the expenses of their attendance rose 
from Rs. 3,26,911in1939 to Rs. 3,35,169 
in 1940. 

Of the total number in attendance, 
361,436 (63 ·5 per cent.) were discharged 
on the first day; 162,009 (28 ·4 per cent. ) 
on the second day; 42,880 (7·5 per cent. ) 
on the third day; and 3,190 (0 ·6 per 
cent.) after the third day. The number 
of witnesses detained for more than 
three days was 11 less than in 1939. 

The districts in which the largest 
percentage of witnesses was detained 
for more than three days were 24-
Pa~ganas (2 ·8), Bogra (2 ·4) and 
RaJshahi (1 ·02). Explanations of these 
detentions have been dealt with by the 
High Court. 
. 14. Trials of European British sub-
1ects.-The cases of 19 European British 
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subjects (10 in Darjeeling, 5 in Burd
wan, 2 m Howrah and one each at 
Jalpaiguri and the 24-Parganas) were 
decided during the year against 26 in 
the previous year. Of the accused 
persons none claimed to be tried as a 
European British subject. Besides, the 
cases of three European enemy foreigner 
subjects were decided in Darjeeling 
during the year. Of these, 18 were 
dealt with by magistrates and 4 by 
sessions courts. 

In the cases disposed of by magis
trates, 14 were convicted and 4 acquit
ted. The convictions in the 14 cases 
were for o:ff ences under special and local 
laws. 

The four cases before the sessions 
courts resulted in the acquittal of three 
and in the conviction of one for an 
offence affecting life. 

III-Courts of Session 

15. Cases disposed of.-The number 
of cases disposed of in the courts of 
session was 1,788 against 1,734 in the 
previous year. 

16. Results of trials.-There were 
6,643 persons or 346 more than in 1939 
under trial before the courts of session. 
The cases of 5,526 persons were decided, 
9 persons died or escaped and 1,108 
persons remained under trial at the 
close of the year. Of the 5,526 persons 
tried, 2, 736 or 49 ·5 per cent. were con
victed and 2,681 were acquitted or 
discharged and the cases of 109 persons • 
were referred to the High Court under 
sections 307 and 37 4 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure; the figures for 
1939 were 2,836 or 52:8 per cent., 2,440 · 
and 92 respectively. 

17. Punishments.-The following 
sentences were passed by the courts of 
session:-

Death . . .. . . 26 
Transportation or penal servitude 91 
Imprisonment . . . . . . 2,582 
Fine or forfoiture 84 
Whipping 18 

I n addition to these sentences, 39 
persons were required to give security. 

Excluding the cases of 14 youthful 
offenders whose sentences were commut
ed to detention in a reformatory school, 
the sentences of imprisonment were 
passed for the following terms :-
Not exceeding-

15 days 
6 months 
2 years 

Exceeding 2 years 

12 
270 
740 

l ,646 
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Fines to the amount of Rs. 10,916 
were imposed by the courts of session as 
compared 'vith Rs. 14,056 imposed in 
the preceding year. The total real isa 
tion of the year aggregated Rs. 1,064 as 
compared with Rs. 3, 33 in 1939. 
The amount paid from .fines realised as 
compensation was Hs. 851 against 
Rs. 390 in 1939. 

1 . Jury trials.-The number of 
persons tried by jury was 5,~:.l5 and of 
the persons so tried, Lhe Sessions J udgc 
approved of the verdict of the jury in 
respect of 5, 140 persons and disapprov
ed of it in respect, of 85. The cases of 
these persons were ref erred to the High 
Court under section 307 of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

19. Trials by assessors.-The number 
of persons tried with the aid of assessors 
was 113. In the cases of 66 persons the 
Sessions Judge concurred in the 
opinion of all the assessors; in the cases 
of 40 he differed from the opinion of one 
or more assessors and in the cases of 7 
he dilYered from the opinion of all the 
assessors. 

20. Duration of cases.-The average 
duration of sessions trials, from the 
date of commitment, to the date of deci
sion, fell from 54 ·5 days in 1939 to 54 ·:3 
days in 194:0. 1\ otice was taken by the 
High Court of all cases of unusual 
duration. 

The duration of cases was notably 
high in the districts of Murshidabad, 
Howrah and .Faridpnr, it having risen 
from 30 · to 59 days in Murshidabad, 
from 37 ·4 to 63 ·7 days in Howrah and 
from 48 ·2 to 73·1 days in Faridpur. 
On the other hand, there was a reduc
tion from 90 · l to 49 days in the 24-
Parganas, from ~17 ·5 to 30 ·8 days in 
Bankura, from 44 to 29 days in J essore 
and from 79 to 65 <la) s in · oakhali. 

21. Witnesses.-The number of 
witnesses in attendance before the courts 
of session was 32,695. Of the e, 29, 12+ 
were examined and 3,571 discharged 
without e>-amination, against 27, 948 
and 3,573, respectively, in 1939. 

Of the total number in attendance, 
27,485 (84·1 per cent.) were discharged 
on the first dny; 4,331 (13·2 per cent.) 
on the second day; 719 (2·2 per cent.) 
on the third day; and 160 ('5 per cent.) 
after the third day. The pl'oportion of 
witnesses <lischarged after the third day 
w·as smalJer th an in 1939 by 22 or · 1 per 
cent. The 11 igh Court have taken due 
notice of cases of excessive detention of 
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witnesses in reviewing the district 
reports. The amount paid to witnesses 
on account of the expenses incurred by 
them in attending sessions trials was 
Rs. 87,189 as compared with Rs. 81,907 
in 1939. Rs. 2,094-3-6 and 
Rs. 2,612-12-9, respectively, were paid 
to jurors and witnesses discharged 
during the year before trial opened and 
on adjournment after opening. 

22. Cases disposed of in the High 
Court Sessions.-The number of cases 
disp?sed of was 31 against 20 in the 
previous year. 

Altogether 50 persons were tried, of 
whom :33 were discharged or acquitted 
and 17 convicted. 

Appellate Jurisdiction 

I-HIGH COURT 

23. At the opening of the year, 131 
appeals from sentences or orders of 
criminal courts were pen<ling before 
the High Court. During the year 698 
appeals were preferred and 736 were 
decided leaving 93 pending at its close. 

The number preferred and decided 
was 56 and 163 more than in the preced
ing year. The pending file showed a 
<le<.:rease of 38 appeals. 

Of the appeals preferred against 
sentences, 509 were from courts of 
session and 183 from courts of Presi
dency Magistrates. Six appeals were 
preferred by the Provincial ~overnment 
against orders of acquittal. 

24. Results of appeals.-The results 
of criminal appeals decided in the High 
Court during the year under review are 
shown in the following statement:-

Decided after admission. 

.g 

.c 
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;;:; .. ~ 0 "' a " ..: .. :a 0 :a 
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~ ... .. :a a .,; 

~ 
0 'E ., 

" .. -0 "" 0 .!!! .. 
~ .. ~ a; E i " 

.., 
3 'g ~ " 

., 'C ~ "" > 
~ 8 a .. 

~ 0 0 
~ p. E-4 <l 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

A~ls from Picsldenry 20 .. 6 
lstrates. 

23 3 .. 146 198 

ApJ•eals from 
Judges. 

St:&.•lons 63 1 32 51 9 .. 387 533 

Appeala by oo,·crnment 1 .. .. 2 1 .. 1 6 - - - - - - - -
Total .. 74 1 38 76 13 .. 53J 736 

' 
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25. Criminal work of the High 
Court.-The following statement shows 
in detail the criminal business which 
came before the High Court in its 
Appellate J urisdicton during each of 
the past three years :-

Brought before the Court. 
(a) 

1938. 1939. 1940. 

l 2 3 4 

Appeals-
Under bection 410, Cr. P. C. . . 795 73,; 797 

Ditto 417, Cr.P.C. .. 5 7 8 

References-
Under i.ection 123, Cr. P.C. .. .. .. . . 

Ditto 307, Cr. P.C. .. 58 50 57 
Ditto 339, Cr. P.C. .. .. . . .. 
Ditto 341, Cr. P.C. .. .. .. 2 
Ditto 374, Cr. l'.C. .. 27 24 20 
Ditto 432, Cr. l'.C. .. .. 3 . . 

Revisione--
Under bection 435, Cr. J>. C. .. 1,321 1,366 1,449 

Ditto J38, Cr. I'. C. .. 235 224 272 
Ditto 476, Cr. P.C. .. 16 21 10 
Ditto 526, Cr. l'.C. .. 104 100 79 

Reference to Full HenC'h .. .. '. . . 

the sentences of 2,366 whose appeals 
were admitted, were confirmed, making 
a total of 3, 753 wholly unsuccessful 
appellants, or 56 ·0 per cent. Of the 
remainder, 844 appellants or 12 ·6 per 
cent. obtained an alteration of the 

Heard and determined. Pendin~ at tl.e C'lo•e of 
(a) (a) 

1938. 1039. 1040. 1938. 1930. 1040. 

5 6 7 8 0 10 

035 65.l 843 60 140 103 
5 7 7 2 2 3 

. . .. .. .. .. . . 
54 ;;4 5.1 lO 6 8 

. . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . 2 .. . . . . 
27 20 24 I 5 1 

. . 3 .. .. . . . . 

1,463 1,231 l,o:JI 87 222 140 
237 205 285 3:! 51 38 

21 13 27 .. 8 . . 
107 SU 86 .. 11 4 

. . . . .. .. . . . . 

(11) Includes figures for A!<S&m. 

Il.-APPELLATE COURTS SUBORDINATE 

TO THE HIGH COURT 

26. Sessions Courts.-The number 
of appeals disposed of in the courts of 
session was 4,89:2 against 4,64:3 in the 
previous year. In the appeals decided, 
9,245 persons were concerned. 

The appeals of 1, 969 persons or 21 ·3 
per cent. were summarily dismissed; 
3,462 appellants, whose appeals were 
admitted, were altogether unsuccessful; 
1,509 obtained an alteration of sentence; 
and 2,133 were acquitted. The cases of 
172 appellants were otherwise disposed 
of. 

The proportion of persons whose 
appeals were wholly unsuccessful, suc
cessful in obtaining an alteration of the 
original orders, and successful in obtain
ing their reversal was 58 ·7, 16 ·3 and 
23 ·1, respectively. Of those concerned 
in admitted appeals only, the propor
tions were 47 ·6, 20 ·7 and 29 ·3 per cent. 
In the case of admitted appeals, the . 
results were less favourable to appel
lants than in the previous year. 

27. Magistrates' Courts.-In the 
coul'ts of :Magistrates 3,489 appeals 
\\:ere decided against 3,264 in the pre
vious year . In the appeals decided, 
6,705 persons were concerned. Of these, 
the appeals of 1,387 were rejected, and 

sentences passed on them, J ,9hi or 29 ·6 
per cent. their total annulme it nnd the 
cases of 126 appellants \\'Ne otherwise 
disposed of. Compared with 1939, the 
results were less favourable to appel
lants. 

Superintendence, Reference and 
Revision 

I-HIGH COURT 

28. References under section 307, 
Code of Criminal Procedure.-::,ix refer
ences made under this section "ere 
pending in the High Court at the open
mg of the year, and 40 '"ere made 
during the year. Forty-one of these 
references, in which b 7 per::;ons were 
concerned, '"ere deeitled durmg the ) ear. 
Of these, 42 persons were acquitted, one 
was sentenced to death, 3 to transporta
tion for life, 37 to various terms of 
imprisonment, one to whipping, one 
directed to be convicted aml sentenced 
in accordance with the unanimous verdict 
of the Jury returned under sections 436 / 
114, Indian Penal Code and 2 were 
remanded for retrial. 

29. References under section 374, 
Code of Criminal Procedure.-Four 
references made under this section for 
the confirmation of death sentence were 



pending in tbe High Court at the open
ing of the year and 17 were made during 
the year. All of them in which 30 per
sons were concerned were decided during 
the year. Sentenc:es of death were con
firmed in the cac:;es of 11 persons and 
commuted to transportation for life in 
the cases of five persons; six persons 
were ordered to be retried and 8 were 
acquitted. 

30. Revision.-During the ~·ear, 217 
cases were reported for the orders of the 
High Court bv Sessions Judges and 
District Magistrates under section 438 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure and 
42 were pending at the oprning of the 
year. Two hundred and twentv-six of 
these cases were decided during the year 
and 33 remained undecided at its close. 

31. Applications for t ransfer.-In
cluding the number pending from pre
vious year, there were 79 applications 
under section 526 of the Code of Crimi
nal Procedure for the transfer of cases 
from one court or district to another for 
disposal during the year. Of these, 77 
were disposed of and 2 1'emained pend
ing at the close of the year. 

II-COURTS SUBORDINATE TO THE HIGH 

COURT 

32. Sessions Courts.-Including the 
cases of accused persons who themselves 
applied for revision of the orders passed 

.. on them in the courts of Magistrates and 
the cases of those against whom such 
applications were made by complainants, 
the cases of 6,970 persons were decided 
on revision by the courts of session 
during the year. The number was 106 
more than in 1939. The aprlications of 
1,997 persons were rejected, while the 
orders of the lower courts were confirmed 
in the cases of 3,094 persons. The 
orders passed were reversed in the cases 
of 86 persons and altered in the cases of 
5 persons. The cases of 1, 788 persons 
were otherwise disposed of. 

33. Magistrates' Courts.-Tbe cases 
of 2,073 accused persons, who applied 
for revision, or against whom applica
tions were made by complai-nants, came 
before the District Magistrates for revi
sion. The number was 110 more than 
in 1939. Of the total, the applications 
of 745 persons were rejected and in the 
cases of 654, the original sentence or 
order was upheld. The sentences or 
orders were altered in the cases of 85 
persons and reversed in those of 233 

7 

persons. The cases of 356 persons were 
otherwise disposed of. 

34. Union Benches.-Union Benches 
hfl:ve been established under the Bengal 
Village Self-GoYernment ~\ct of 1919 in 
all the districts of Bengal except Darjeel
ing. The total number of Benches 
established and in existence was 1,825 
against 2,166 in the previous year. 
The number of offences reported to these 
Benches was 88,3 7 showing a decrease 
of 4,365 on that of 1939. Tbe working 
of the Union Benches continued to be 
satisfactory on the whole. They afford
ed appreciable relief to the ordinary 
courts by disposing of a fair number of 
petty cases during the year. These 
vil~age tribunals are growing in popu
lanty as they administer speedy justice 
locally at a very low cost and without 
any elaborate legal procedure. 

35. General.-(a) The number of 
offences reported during the year show
ed a decrease of 8,542 over the figure 
for 1939. The decrease was solely 
under the Special and Local Laws, those 
under the Penal Code rose by 15,585. 
About 5,920 more cases were decided by 
magistrates in the mufassal courts than 
in 1939, while in the Presidency-town 
the disposals fell by no fewer than 
17,657. 

The number of appellate and revi
~ional cases disposed of by magistrates 
m the mufassal rose by 225 and 5 
respectively, compared wlth the figure~ 
for. 1939. T~e results of. the appeals 
as m the prev10us year vaned very little, 
56 per cent. were wholly unsuccessful 
and the sentences of the rest were either 
annulled, altered or otherwise disposed 
of. 

(b) The number of cases disposed of 
in the courts of session was more by 54 
as compared with the figure for 1939, 
and the percentage of convictions of 
persons fell from 52 ·8 to 49 ·5. The 
highest number of sessions cases dispos
ed of throughout the year was in the 
court of the 2nd Additional Sessions 
Judge of BakarganJ (55). The next 
highest number was disposed of in the 
court of the Sessions Judge of J essore 
(53), followed by the 1st and 3rd Addi
tional Sessions Judges of Bakarganj 
(52 and 50, respectively), Sessions Judge 
of Dinajpur-Jalpaiguri-Darjeeling (48) 
and the 2nd Additional Sessions Judge 
of Mymensingh (42). 

The number of appeals disposed of in 
the courts of session rose from 4, 643 in 



1939 to 4,892 in 1940. The results of 
the appeals were more favourable to 
appellants than in the previous year; 
58 ·7 per cent. of the original sentences 
being confirmed and the rest either 
reversed, modified or otherwise dispos
ed of. 

The number of applications for revi
sion disposed of in the courts of session 
was 184 more than in 1939 and the 
number of persons concerned in these 
cases was also more by 106. 

(c) The total number of witnesses 
examined both in the Presidencv-town 
and in the mnfassal rose by 20,508 as 
compared with the figure for 1939. 
The number of persons detained for 
more than three days was 3 ,350 in the 
mufas~ml. and 140 'in the Presidency
town against 3,383 and 157, respec
tively, in 1939. The amount paid to 
witnesses on account of the expenses 
incurred by them for their attendance 
in Ma~istrates' courts increased bv 
R~. 13,9R7 nnd that in sessions courts 
by Rs. 5.282. 

(if') Onl~, one person (in Rangpur) 
was under trial for an offence against 
the State, as against 16 in the previom1 
vear. The trial ended in the conviction 
of the accused person. 

36. Receipts and charges.-After 
debiting as usual to the administration 
of criminal justice a portion of the 
salaries of Judicial officers, propor
tionate to the time which their returns 
showed them to have devoted to criminal 
work, tbe tota.l charges for the year 
amounted to Rs. 35,11,415. Of this 

8 • 
amount, Rs. 19,45,475 was for the 
salaries of Judicial officers, Rs. 1,69.631 
for fixed and temporary copying estab
lishments, Rs. 1,40,641 for process
servers, Rs. 5,91,347 for other estab
lishments, and Rs. 6,64,321 for con
tingent and refunds. 

The receipts amounted to 
Rs. 20,19.549. Of this amount, 
Rs. 8,69,105 was under fines. 
Rs. 1,39.561 under process-fees. 
Rs . 2,39,273 under copying and com
paring fees, Rs. 6,82. 781 under conrt
fee stamps receipts and Rs. 88,829 was 
miscellaneous receipts. 

Comparecl with thf' figures for 1939. 
the rereipts showed an increase of 
Rs . 1,24.499 and the chnrges a decrease 
bv nearly Rs. 27.400. The increase in 
receipts occurred under the heads 
"court-fee stamps", "copving and com
paring- fees" and "fines," the amount 
being- Rs. 1.35,191 more than the pre
vious year; on the other hand there was 
a decrpase in receipts h.v Rs. 10.692 
under the head "other receipts credited 
to Government. '' The drop in expendi
ture was chiefly due to the decrease in 
stafT and contingencies which amounted 
to Rs. 45.379; there was. however, an 
increase in expenditure by about 
Rs. 20,800 under the head "fees paid for 
fixed and temporary copying establish
ments." 

By order of the High Court, 

T. H. ELLIS, 
Registrar, Appellate Side. 
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Annual Statement 1-(Crimirial). 

[As revi~e<l to conform with the Government of India. revised Tables Nos. 25 and 26.] . 

Number of Judicial Di11isions, and number of Officers exercising Appellate or Oriyinal Jurisdiction, in the 
Prot:i11ce of B engal, on 31st December, 1910, and number of cases decided in, and receipts and charges of, the 

Courts in that Province in 1940. 

Divisions and 
di.trlct8. 

1 

BCl\DW .t.N DIV1810N. 

Bnrdwan 

Blrbhum 

Banlrura 

Mldnapore 

H oogbly 

Howrah 

Pro:SlDENOY 
DIVISION. 

4-Pargnnna 2 

N adla .. 
MW1!hldabad 

Jessorc .. 

Khulna 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
DACC.I. DIVISION. 

D&cca .. 
liymcll!lngh 

arldpur 

karg11nJ 

F 

Ba 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
R.t.J~llAID Olfl~ION. 

aj,hahl R 

'1 
D 

D 

1 

R 

B 

p 

aid& .. 
ln11Jpur 

arje..llng 

alpalgurl 

angpur 

ogrn .. 
abna .. 

CRJTT.t.OONO 
DIVl~ION. 

lppcra T 

N 

c 
oakhall 

hlttagong 

Total 

c alcutta 

Total 

u nlon Benches 

G RAND TOTAL 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

0 "' " s ! 0 
0 

~ :a 
0 0 a 
o~ 0 

i~ fl.s .,.> s-'g~ .,'I .., z 
2 __ 3_ ---

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

} .. 1 

} .. 1 

.. 1 

} .. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

.. 1 

------
.. 22 

------
1!! I 

------
18 23 

------
.. .. 

------
18 23 

(a) I>o l·<•th th il and rrlmlnnl work. 

.; 
+> 
" 

.; :s 
~ ~ a 
i=i "' .; ~ "" .. - " ~ :; 0 

.., .. .. " 1: c ..... 'cl 
0 .. 

~ ~ ! .. .:; 
z f1l 0 ~ 

__ 4 _ __ 6_ 6 __ 7_ 

1 1 2 1 

1 1 1 1 

I 1 1 1 

1 l 2 2 

l 1 2 1 

1 1 2 l 

1 5 7 2 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 2 1 

1 2 1 1 

1 3 3 2 

1 3 4 2 

1 2 2 1 

1 4 2 2 

{ 1 
1 1 2 

1 

{ 
1 

1 1 2 1 

1 

1 1 1 1 

{ 1 
l 1 3 

1 

1 2 2 2 

1 1 1 1 

1 2 2 ' 2 

---- - - ------
22 37 46 33 

------------
l .. . . 1 

------------
23 37 46 34 

------------
.. . . .. .. 

------------
23 (a) 37 (b) 46 (•) 34 

(b) .\ .. l;tnnt '"''lmi. J 11d1C<·~ do l·oth dvll and crlmlnal work. 

Other Mngl11r 
trates. 

;.'., .. t-.!I -,; I! 
~ 0 

g 
~ = 

_8_ g 

20 35 

g 6 

g 2 

21 8 

14 17 

12 28 

18 39 

16 19 

12 . 14 

17 7 

13 4 

20 13 

21 22 

17 6 

21 12 

11 13 

6 8 

24 7 

10 12 

5 2 

15 16 

7 6 

12 6 

28 5 

8 4 

22 7 

------
3$8 317 

------
7 44 

------
395 361 

------
.. (d) 1,825 

------
395 Vi 361 

(e) l~rludes ,\dditlonnl J)l;trfct Miu~htratcs and Chief Pre~ldency Magistrate. 
(d) l he tlRuN' fnd.lcatt's the nu ml.er of courts and not officers. 
(t) !ncludrs one ~pt>cla l Ma11l~trate. 
(/) Ot th-, 930 were declded by Maif.strates and the reet by Courts ot Seuloo. 

Number or Criminal eases decided. .; 

~ t! 
= 8 8 Original. AppcllaU.. 
0 ... 

0 

~ ;g !l ~ .,. 
g g ·~ 

~ .. 
..; c 

~ ~ .c .. .. " = 1 = .. ~ !i 3 

' ~ 
Sil " 0 0 

~ ~ ::a ... .... 
__ 10_ 11 12 _1_3_ 14 15 

ll!o', Rs. 

11,9:.4 219 2i2 IOi 93,t~3 1,10,559 

2,610 117 111 00 26,073 78,lH 

2,628 139 SS 57 2!!.~(l3 42,0!>2 

5,784 272 266 158 71,0j7 1,26,455 

5,957 190 2~>2 uo 6~,1(15 78:584 

18,362 319 3$1 88 l ,23,850 1,53,10-i 

38,069 768 806 255 2,5~,390 3,87,521 

4 ,551 249 198 77 53,231 1,00,712 

3,084 155 220 73 35,071 72,379 

4 ,621 298 291 89 39,986 1,21 ,766 

4,213 338 329 193 42,381 60,327 

11,061 619 696 303 1,52,141 1,66,310 

13,227 827 678 258 1,22,210 3,40,371 

6,720 531 4KO 223 !!7.310 1,99,819 

8,372 637 729 309 00,65R 2,39,096 

4,128 277 li4 82 47,218 1,20,428 

1,226 130 89 16 19,G63 46,674 

8,685 186 172 53 34,424 84,156 

2,938 35 41 13 20,62!1 61,455 

3,267 62 64 36 28,441 63,064 

4,547 282 269 123 61,686 1,06,204 

2,398 325 238 09 20,0;;1 56,466 

3,711 258 289 135 42,906 1,70,0'4 

6,951 599 553 236 1,36,813 1,32,894 

2,988 156 232 150 M,521 1,05,811 

6,832 317 463 142 51,fl~6 l,ll,158 

---------
1,83,884 S,305 8,:ll!I (f)3,5or, 18,06,614 33,25,623 

---------
93,429 466 7:!0 1,672 2,12,035 1,85,792 

---------
2,77,313 S,7il 0,117 li,177 20,19,540 35,11,415 

---------
H ,342 .. .. .. 43,113 12,701 

---------
3,21,655 8,771 9,1 17 5,177 20,62,662 35,24,206 
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Annual Statement 2--(Criminal). 

Nature of of!encu reported and number of persons tried, convicted and acquitted in the Province of Bengal 
during 1940. 

Di'~crlptlon of offences. 

1 

Agalru!t the State .. .. .. 
latlog to Army and Navy .. .. 

galnst pnhllc tranquillity .. .. 
y or relating to public servants .. .. 
ntempta of the lawful authority of publlo servants 

Re 

A 

B 

Oo 

B 

Re 

Re 

Re 

A 

alee evidence and offences against public Juatlce .. 

latlDg to coin .. .. .. 
latlog to Government stamps .. .. 
Jatlng to welahta and measures .. .. 

ffectlna: the public health, 
decency and morals .. 

safety, convenience, 
.. .. 

latloa: to religion .. .. . . 
.AJ!tcliflg Uae human bod11. 

ffectlog life .. .. .. .. 
ualog ml8C&l'rlage, Injuries to unborn chlldren, 
ex)lO!ure of Infants and concealment of birth .. 

A 

Oa 

urt .. .. .. .. 
rongful restraint and wrongful ronftnement .. 

rlmlnal force or assault .. .. .. 

H 

w 
c 
x. ldnapplng, forcible abduction, slavery and forced 

labour .. 
pe .. Ra 

u nnatural offence 

.. 

.. 

.. 
A.gai"'t proptrtv. 

eft .. .. 
xtortlon .. .. 

bbery and dacolty .. 
rlmlnal misappropriation 

rlmlnal breach of trust .. 
ecelvlog stolen property 

heatlna .. .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

audulent deeds and disposition of property 

achlef .. .. .. 
mlnal trc1pa111 .. .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Th 

E 

Ro 

c 
c 
R 

c 
Br 

HI 

Ori 

Re 

c 
Re 

Del 

Ori 

u 

latlng to documents and trade or property marks 

rlmloal breach of contracts of service .. 
latlng to marriage .. .. .. 
amatlon .. .. .. .. 
mloal Intimidation, ioault and annoyance .. 

oder special and local laws .. .. 

Total .. 

Number of caaet-

Offences Returned Brought 
reportt'd. aa true. to trlal. 

2 8 4 

1 l .. 
.. .. .. 

2,296 1,427 1,359 

127 90 99 

4,810 4,160 4,091 

1,141 837 840 

168 lSS 125 

27 24 26 

89 70 75 

3,139 2,829 2,759 

64 45 37 

1,790 1,471 l,2i0 

62 39 34 

36,989 22,828 21,785 

3,303 1,6~3 1,533 

22,1~5 10,500 ll,966 

1,650 9t9 888 

259 192 176 

79 59 <l2 

40,716 27,023 19,835 

661 329 2118 

1,180 1113 677 

2,o.15 l,449 1,388 

4,933 S,013 2,915 

2,917 2,510 2,377 

6,112 3,559 3,384 

188 113 108 

18,308 9,660 9,133 

28,128 15,802 10,030 

384 242 233 

2 1 1 

6,273 2,597 2,564 

634 269 289 

s,4s2 1,603 1,476 

2,08,998 2,00,031 1,78,147 

4,02,721) S,16,505 2,77,858 

Number of penont-

Under Died, tr' ... 
lncludlog Acquitted escaped, 

Remaining pending or Convicted. o r 
from dlM'harged. t ransferred under trial. 

to another previous Province. year. 

5 6 7 8 9 

l .. l .. . . 
.. .. .. .. . . 
10,817 6,078 S,357 6 2,376 

156 57 76 .. 23 

6,736 2,388 3,725 3 625 

1,4a7 680 490 3 284 

241 69 132 1 39 

32 8 20 .. 4 

83 4 69 .. 10 

S,911 1,087 2,578 1 245 

122 77 so . . 16 

3,636 1,448 1,140 51 897 

63 33 16 .. 14 

47,038 36,097 5,462 18 6,461 

3,670 2,840 390 2 438 

16,795 13,403 1,604 5 1,783 

2,699 1,666 484 2 447 

342 167 118 .. 57 

68 30 32 1 6 

40,373 21,611 12,189 41 6,5S2 

719 687 64 1 Cl.7 
2,370 1133 858 4 584 

2,003 l,M5 151 s 204 

4,296 2,1164 617 17 698 
, 

4,164 1,253 2,412 10 479 

5,952 4,161 843 6 942 

246 168 43 1 34 

20,588 15,854 2,032 10 2,692 

22,887 16,015 3,975 2~ 2,873 

575 842 126 s 104 

2 2 .. .. . . 
5,767 4,607 271 4 875 

OOll 874 44 .. Ill 

2,382 1,816 296 .. 271 

2,30,178 25,843 1,llll,761 83 4,491 

4,40,667 1,63,SOl 2,43,406 300 33,660 
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Annual Statement 3-(Criminal). 

General Results of Trials of Criminal Cases in the Province of Bengal in the year 1940. 

Pcl'llOM whose cases were dlsl)OSed of-

Number 
Number of persons Died, under Clau or Tribunal. of ofYcncea trtal. DI!· Commit- escaped 
reported. charaed Convict- ted or or tranB-

or ted. referred. fcrrcd to 
acquitted. another 

province. 

1 2 3 • 5 6 7 

' 

I-MAGISTRATES. 

Union Benchee .. .. 88,387 (a)l,81,148 1,39,743 8,474 .. .. 
Special Haatstratea under section 14 .. 401 286 38 .. .. 
Subordinate Malf[atratea-

Honorary Maglotratea olttlng singly-

Second and Third class .. .. 38,700 15,881 18,999 .. . 17 

Flnt clau .. .. .. 78,887 8,274 68,626 Si a 
Stipendiary H-a1Btrate1 ~lttln11 alngly-

S.COnd and Third class .. .. 59,892 29,604 24,248 88 71 

Flrlt cl8811-

Under ordinary powcre .. .. > 4,02,729 2,51,348 1,03,224 1,22,019 5,616 lllO 

Under special powcra under section 34 .. .. .. . . .. 
Benches of Maglstratea .. .. 10,108 3,248 6 ,376 .. 35 

District and Dlvlalonal Magl~uatea--Cues re· 
90 ferred under sectlona 34 7 and 349 .. 1 88 I .. 

Chief Haglatratea of District&-

Under ordinary powers .. .. 325 10 300 .. .. 
Under apeclal powera under aectlon 84 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Total .. 4,02,729 4,39,751 1,60,537 2 ,40,594 5,789 291 

II-COURTS OF SESSION. 

Aaabtant J'udgea .. .. .. .. 2,509 1,094 1,209 32 s 
J'ud11e1 and Additional J'udgea .. .. .. 4,134 1,587 1,527 77 6 

Total .. .. 6,643 2,&81 2,736 109 9 

m-mGH COURT GENERAL 
J'URISDIOTION. 

High Court. 

Oasea coming before tho Court under section 
626, Cr. P. O. . • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Oaaes committed under Act XIV ot1908 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
C-committed by the Presidency :Magistrates .. 52 SS 17 .. .. 
Caaes committed under section i47, sub-section 

(2), Cr. P. 0. •• .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Caaea referred by Se1aloos J'udgea under section 

S07, Cr. P. C. . . . . . . .. (b) 97 42 43 .. .. 
Caaea referred by Seaalons J'udges under section 

87', Cr. P. C. • . . . . . .. (c) 30 8 16 .. .. 

Total .. .. 170 83 76 .. .. 
GRAND TOTAL .. 4,91,116 6,27,721 3,03,044 2,61,880 5,898 300 

(11) Includes 4, 731 pe1"10n1 transferred under section 66, proviso B or the Benaal VWage Seit-Government Act or 10111 

~
b) Includea 2 P"l'SODJI In wboee cases High Court ordered retrial. · 
e) Includes 6 persons In whooe cases High Court ordered retrial. 
olwnn 5 Include• the persons shown In column 9 of the statement. 

Pe!"IOM 
remaining 

under 
trial at 
the end 
of the 
year. 

8 

28,200 

I 77 

3,803 

1,995 

5,881 

20,329 

.. 
449 

.. 

6 

.. 

82,MO 

171 

937 

1,108 

.. 

.. 
2 

.. . 
10 

.. -

12 

61,860 

Num~r 
of persons 
released 
on proba· 
tlon under 

section 

i~~~ti. 

9 

.. 

.. 

47 

188 

IS;; 

3,240 

.. 
l 

9 

• 
.. 

S,62i 

0 

0 

18 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
3,642 



Annual Statement 4-(Criminal). 

Puniahments inflicted in Criminal Caaea in the Province of Bengal in the year 1940. 

Number of person1 sentenced to-- Total amount of Ones-

Number 
Floe of-of Class of Tribunal. perso115 Trnosp<>r-

Paid as Floe or Give executed. tatlon or Imprl•on- \l'hlpplo11. Imposed. Realised. compcn-Death. penal moot. forfeiture. security. Rupees Over saUon. servitude. 10 and Rs. IO. under. 

l 2 8 4 6 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 lS 

!.-MAGISTRATES. Rs. Rs. R~. 

.. .. sos 8,081 .. .. 6,940 l,Hl 47,182 30,363 1,0~7 
U~on Benches •. .. .. .. .. 

. . 17 22 . . .. 4 18 381 172 .. Speelll Mqatrates under eeotlon 14 .. .. .. .. 
Subordinate Maittatmtes-

Ronorai;r Magistrates slttlng al.ngly- .. 631 18,593 . . .. 15,655 S,038 68,743 26,8-H 6,655 
Secon and Third claas .. .. .. .. 

2,173 52,997 59 182 51,079 1,918 79,407 35,183 7,577 . . Flnt claaa .• .. .. .. .. .. 
Stlpendlary M~stratea alttlng slngly- .. 2,961 21,097 .. . . 15,664 5,433 1,88,972 1,03,265 H,788 Second an Third claas .. .. .. .. 

Flntclaa&- .. .. . . 
16,173 75,995 217 2,743 68,709 17,286 10,50,603 6,54,036 65,375 

Under ordinary powers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Under special powers under section 34 .. .. .. .. 
17 6,367 .. .. 5,229 1,138 21,793 12,240 377 Benches of ~tratea . . ~ .. .. .. .. 

Dlstrlct and lvlslonal Magistrate ases re· 
79 .. .. . . .. 00 00 .. !erred under sections 1147, 849 • . .. .. . .. .. .. 

, Chief :llqatrates of districts-
22 258 1 .. 243 15 5,356 1 ,978 .. Under ordinary !)Owers . . . . .. .. .. .. , .. . . .. .. .. .. .. Under special powers under section 84 .. .. .. .. .. 

Total .. .. .. 22,073 1,75,329 277 2,025 1,46,483 28,846 14,05,345 8,34,705 93,772 

Il.--COURTS OF SESSION. 

1 ,193 51 7 9 2 49 4,641 765 11 ABBlstant Jud~ea .• .. .. .. .. .. 
111 1,889 33 11 80 .. 33 6,275 299 840 

J ud11es and A dltlonal Judges .. .. .. .. 
91 2,682 84 18 39 2 82 10,916 1,064 851 Total .. .. .. 

m.- HJGH COUR1.' GENERAL 
JURISDICTION. 

IIJGH COUllT. . . 
Caeea comlng before the Court under aectlon 626, 

. . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. Cr.P. C. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . Cues committed Ullder Act XIV of 1008 .. .. . . .. .. 
16 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Oaaes committed by the Presidency Mallistrates . • 1 2 .. 

Cases committed under BCCtlon 44 7, aub·BCCtlon (2), 
.. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. Cr.P. O. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Caaea referred by Seaalollll Jud11ea under section 307, 
1 3 87 .. 1 .. .. .. .. .. .. Cr. P. C. .. . • . . .• .. 

Caaea referred by SeaalolUI Judge1 under section 
2 11 5 .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. 874, Cr. P. C. . . .. .. 

Total 8 u 8 52 .. 1 

~
0

,11641 .. .. .. .. .. .. 
OIUJDTOUX. 3 14 llll 25,100 1,83,494 296 l,l>S,42(; 30,069 U,63,443 8,66,182 95,680 

I .. 
. 

, 

Number of persons sentenced to 
Imprisonment of-

Above 
Fifteen llfteen Above 

six months Above days and days to two under. •Ix to two 
months. years. years. 

1' 16 16 17 

393 . . .. .. 
2 16 .. .. 

324 304 3 .. 288 1,524. 361 .. 
39:; 2,54-l 22 .. 

1,221 10,253 4,686 13 .. .. .. .. 
4 13 .. .. 

.. 19 60 .. 
2 10 6 4 .. .. .. .. 

2,236 H,682 6,138 17 

1 108 362 732 
11 162 402 814 
12 270 754 1,546 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 1 { 10 

.. .. .. .. 

.. .. 10 27 

.. .. .. .. 

.. 1 H 37 

2,641 14,1153 5,006 1,600 

"'"' lflio. 

~ 
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Annual Statement 5---(Criminal). 

General Ruul.ts of .Appe,als and Revisions in the Province of Bengal during the year 1940. 

Number of poraons. 

Number 
of Died, 

Olau of Tribunal. 
appellants Appeala Sentence escaped, and Otherwl11e applicants or or Sentence Sentence or Pending 

for ai:.f.Uca- ordrr altered. reversed. disposed transfer- trial. 
Revlelon ona con11rmed. or. red 

before rcJected. to another 
the Province. 

Courts. 

J 2 3 4 5 6 7 s 9 ---.. .. 
APPIU.LS. .. 

To Dlatrlci Magistrates from Subordinate Magls· 
tratea .. .. .. .. 7,377 1,387 2,366 SH l,9S2 126 1 671 

To Courta of Session from-

Magistrates .. .. .. 9,633 J,862 3,251 1,432 2,080 Jl!2 6 775 

Aaalatant ludgea .. .. .. 535 107 211 77 47 50 7 36 

To Superior Courts-

Byperaonsconvlcted-

Presldrncy MaglBtrntoa .. .. 247 159 25 s 27 3 .. 25 

Other Magt.atratea .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Sesslona ludaes .. .. .. 1,552 912 152 us 133 4S .. l S!I 

By Government from Judgments of BCqulttal 
under section •17 from all court.a .. 19 1 4 .. 2 5 .. 7 

------
Total .. 19,2G3 4,42S 6,009 2,479 4,277 36·1 13 1,703 

.RSVI810N. 

Union Benches (revision under section 71 of the 
.Bengnl VUlage Sell-Government Act) .. 1,702 570 334 171 JS! 2:!9 2S 176 

Dy DIBtrlct llaglstral.el of order of Subordinate 
llaglstratea . . . • . . 2,239 745 654 85 23a 356 .. 166 

By Couiia of Session of order of Magistrates .. 7,501 1,997 8,094 6 S6 l,7S8 11 620 

B~gh Court (caaea referred for orders under 
tlooa t82, 438) of order of Magbtratea •• S74 .. 232 48 178 285 .. 131 

Dy BJgb Court ( casea dealt 
435) or order of-

wt th under section 

Magistrates .. .. .. 1,544 910 190 98 lOl Jl3 .. 102 

Courts of Seulon .. .. .. 2,609 1,400 329 363 lH 263 1 149 

Total .. 14,767 6,052 4,499 680 712 2,S35 12 1,068 

.. GRAND TOl'AL .. 35,732 10,050 10,842 3,239 5,173 3,128 63 2,947 
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A 

Criminal business coming before the H igh Court from the Province of B engal in 1940. 

Description of ca.sea. 

l 

ORIGINAL CRIMINAL JURISDICTION. 

Suai<>M 004U. 

Cases under section 526, Criminal Procedure Code .. . . .. 
Cases committed by the Presidency :\lagistrn•es .. . . .. 
Cases committed under section 447, sub-section (2), Criminal Procedure Code 
Cases committed under Act XIV of 1908 .. .. . . 

Total .. 
APPELLATE JURISDICTION. 

Ap71Mla. 

B 

By persons convicted-
From the orders of the Presidency Magistrates .. .. . . 
Other Magistrates .. .. .. .. . . 
Sessions Judges .. .. .. .. . . .. 

y the Provincial Government-
From judgments of acquittal of all Courts .. .. .. 

Total .. 
Re/ erencu. 

ases in which the Sessions Judge dissented from the verdict of a J ury and 
referred under section 307, Criminal Procedure Code • • . . 

c 
c ases in which sentences of death passed by the Sessions Judge were referred 

for confirmation under section 374, Criminal Procedure Code, and section 4 
of Act XXII of 1860 .. .. .. .. . . 

a.see in which proceedings held against persons who cannot understand c 
Re 
R 

them were referred for orders under section 341, Criminal Procedure Code 
ference under section 339, Criminal Procedure Code .. .. 

eference by Presidency Magistrates under section 432, Criminal Procedure 
Code .. .. .. 
ferenoe by Presidency Magistrates under section. i 23, Cr~~l Proced~ Re 
Code .. .. .. . . . . .. 

Total .. 
Reviaion.t. 

ases referred for revision by District Magistrates 
under section 438, Criminal Procedure Code .. 

c 
c 

and Sessions Judges .. .. 
ases dealt with by the Court under section 435, Criminal Procedure Code 
and under section 15 of the Charter Act- ' 

~ 1) Cases decided by Magistrates .. .. 
2) Cases decided by Sessions Judges .. 

ases under sections 195 and 4 76, Criminal Procedure Code c 
c ases dealt with under section 526, Criminal Procedure Code 

Full Bench Reference .. .. .. 
Miscellaneoua orders in Court .. .. .. 

B. G. P l'688--1941·42-6821C-300. 

.. .. .. .. 

.. . . .. . . 
T otal .. 
. . .. . . .. 

Total .. 

Remaining Disf~scd Filed in from 1940. 0 ill 

1939. 1940. 

2 3 4 

. . . . . . .. 33 31 .. .. .. 

.. . . .. 

.. 33 31 

35 183 108 .. .. . . 
94 509 533 

2 6 5 

131 698 736 

6 40 41 

4 17 21 

.. 2 2 .. .. .. 

.. .. .. 

.. .. . . 
10 59 64 

42 217 226 

96 578 624 
111 761 797 

8 17 25 
10 69 77 

267 1,642 1,749 

.. .. .. . . 51 50 

. . 51 50 

• 

Remaining 
at the 

oloee of 
11140. 

5 

.. 
2 .. .. 
2 

20 
. . 

70 

3 

93 

5 

.. 

.. .. 

.. 

. . 
ji 

33 

50 
75 

. . 
2 

160 

. . 
1 

1 
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