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gi\·en by them to the stipendiaries has been appreciable:.. 19 Subordinate Judges 
deputed as temporary Extra-Assi':;tant Commissioners continued to help the 
stipendia.ries during the year under report. 

7. Summary trials. -24,246 (25,855] cases were tried summarily. ' 
The percentage fell to 41-4 [ 43· 7]. The fall is shared mainly by Nagpur, 
Bhandara, l\1andla, IIMhangabad, Nimar and Aquaoti di~tricts. It was greatest 
in Amraoti \\here it fell from 31 ·9 to 19·9 per cent. Chanda has sho\\ n improve­
ment where the percentage rose to 12· 7 [5· I]. The explanation offered for the 
general fall is inadequate time, due to other miscellaneoi1s work in connection 
with the war, at the disposal of first class i\Iagistrates who arc empowered to 
try cases by summary procLdure. To remedy this an experiment is being tried 
of im·esting selected Naih-Tahsilc\ars with first cl<JfS and summary powers, the 
intention being that they should try summariiy second class cases. This experi­
ment, if it is extended, will throw an additional burden on Courts of Sessions, 
and for this reason one Sessions Judge suggests the amendment of the law to 
permit the investing of second class Magislratcr, \\·ith summary powers without 
conferring first class p<m·Lrs on th..:m. The other reason ad\anced for the foll 
in the percentage of summary trials, ·ciz., the reluctance on th•' part of :\lag1s­
trates to use the summary procedure, seems to indicate th1t the practice adopted 
by some District :\lagistrates of asking for explan·ations from :VIagistratrs for 
not trying summarily cases that can be so tried fr1s not been c'>tended as widely 
as it deserves. to be. 

8. Percentage of convictions.-The percentage of accused perspns 
convicted fell to 62·6 [69·9]. The detailed figures arc :-

1943 1944 
r- -->--- ----i ,-- -.A... --...., 

Total Percentage Total l'crcentaql·· 
com·ictions connctions 

Htiu 2,256 24-7 2,503 20·6 
D:irninnl force and assault 4 30 26-9 504 20 4 
Other offences under the l n<lian Penal Co<lc 19,240 63· 3 15, 734 54· I 
Offences un<lcr Special an<l Local Laws . . 39,399 83·9 37,871 81 ·I 
All offences . . 61,325 69·9 56,612 • 62·6 

The pcrcentag-e in Wardha, 72 [75·2], was the highest_ in th~ pro\·ince. 

9. Durations. -The average duration in days of all kinds of cases rose 
slightly to 40· 1 [39· I]. T.b.e duration of Crown cases ranged from 100·3 (67·91 
in Drug to 23·5 (14·8] in Nagpur and of complaint cases from 98·3 l82·8] 111 

Drug to 23-6 (34·5] in Jubbulpo1·e. The reas0n ascribed f>r the general 
rise is the prc-occuRation 'Jf l\Iagistrates \\ ith cssentail war-work. 

10. Witnesses..-Thc number of persons attending magisterial Courts 
as witnesses slightly increased to 147,617 [147,0981. 15,845 [17,586] or 
I 0-7 (11 ·9] per' cent of them were discharged ~vithc~ut .cxamina~ion. The 
lowest percentage of witnesses discharged without cxam111at1on, 4·'1, 1s reported 
by Amraoti and th<:: high;!st, 14·6, by )l'imar. The dragging to Court unneces­
sarily of 15,845 persons cannot be viewed with compla.ccncy, and the enfor~e­
rnent of the instructions in Criminal Circular 1- 11 reqi..mes the urgent attention 
of District :\Iagistrates. The table below 'hows the length of detention :-

Discharged after examination 
Year Discharged r---' ---, 

without On On On After 
examination first day second day third day third day 

1943 .. 11·9 67-9 19·5 7·0 5·8 

1944 .. 10·7 65·3 20·6 7-9 6·2 
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11. Witnesses' expenses .-The average amount of diet-money and 
travelling expenses paid to witnesses in 1943 and 1944 is given below: 

Central 
Year Central Berar Province.; 

Provinces and Dcrar 
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Hs. a. p. 

1943 I 14 9 I 13 0 I 14 4 
1944 2 7 8 2 3 o a 6 7 

This is due to the enhanced rates sanctioned to meet the higher cost of li.,,ing. 
The highest average is reported by Raipur, Rs. 4-6-0. 

12. Sessions Courts.-Thc number of cases disposed of in Sessions 
Gourts during the year was 356 [377]. The percentage of convictions 'for the 
province fell to 43·5 [61·7]. No definite reason for this has been given. The 
fall is particularly noticeable in Nagpur, 32·3 [62·2], and Amraoti, 33-4 [50· ll 
The average duration of sessions cases rose to 61 ·3 [50·5]. The reasons given, 
as in pi:evious years, are delay in submitting the record of commitment proceed­
ings, non-receipt of articles and reports from the Chemical Examiner anc\ the 
Imperial Serologist in time, absence of some prosecution witnesses on dates of 
hearing, receipt of the commitments after the conclusion oft he sessions week, and 
the fact that approvers were involved. It is obvious th1t the delay is not 
always unavoidable and that improvement can be expected only if District 
Magistrates pay special attention to the observance· by subordinate Magistrates 
of the provisions of Criminal Circulars I-14 and I-24. Permission for holding 
special sessions has been readily granted when asked for, but, as was pointed out 
in the last report, this is only an expedient for retrieving situations tlnt shoulc! 
nor have occurred. 

One case from Arnraoti was unnecessarily committed to th~ Court of 
Sessions. 

The Additional Sessions Judges disposed of 278 [255] cases. 'l he scheme 
of magisterial training for 18 monthc; referred to in the last report is proving 
successful. Constant guidmce is being given by the High Court to these 
trainees, as also to Subordinate Judges \\ h·') are working as Extra-Assista11t 
Co~missioners, in the writing of criminal juclgmcnts, and the results so far 
achieved hwe on the whole been gratifying. 

. 1~. !rial by Jury.-Of t~e 86 [85] persons tried with a jury th-:! ''er­
d1ct ~f the Jury was accep_te<l in the ·case of 82 [84]. There were four references 
to this C9un. under section 307 of the Criminal Procedure Code in 4 [I] cases, 
one from Nagpur, two from Amraoti, and one from Akola, which were dis­
posed of duri~g the )'.ear un?.er report. The above figures indicate th:=tt the 
JUry system is work10g satisfactorily. 

D .- PUNISHMENTS 
(Statement No. 36) 

14. Distribution of ~unishments.-The fo llowing table compares 
the figure~ for the several kmds of punishments awarded during the years 
1943 and 1944 :-

Death .. 
Transportation . . . . 
Imprisonment (excluding imprisonment';~ 

~cfault of security for good behaviour). 
Im pnso.nment awarded in default of 

1943 
63 
86 

8,803 

434 

1944 
69 
92 

7,014 

393 . security of good behaviour. 
Fines· · 42 565 42 9 Whipping . . • , 73 
Sccuritv taken 2,344 1,246 
I>· . d t · h .. d .. .. .. 1,256 I 285 , 

, cr~ons ea t mt un er the Borstal A t 153 ' 80 

_fhtchdccreasbe '.11 fthe total num~1e. r of offen~es accounts for the general decrease 
111 e num c 1 o persons punu:hed. 
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15. Confirmation of death sentences .-The number of persons 
sentenced to death whose cases came before this Court was 136 [131]. The 
cases of 35 [10] persons were pending from last year. 17 [14] sentences of 
death were set aside, 69 [63; were confirmed, and 21 [22] were commuted to 
transportation for life. The cases of 17 l35] persons remained pending at 
the close of the year. The number of persons executed during the year fell 
to 43 [64]. 

16. Previous conviction and solitary confinement.- Th"! number 
of previous convicts liable to enhanced punishment under section 75 of the 
Indian Penal Code fell to 741 [1,233]. The decrease is shared mainly by Nag­
pur 103 [159], Jubbulpore 109 [137], Chhindwara 106 [152] and Akola 67 
l 109). ~o specific reason has been assigned for it. Of the above number 
53 [79] were o:.-dered to notify their residence to the police after release from 
jail. 3 [I] persons were ordered to suffer solitary confinement. 

17. The number of sentences of imprisonment for 15 days and under 
slightly increased to 400 [396]. As usual in the majority of cases th e imprison~ 
ment was till th'.! rising of the Court, especially in Wardha in cases under the 
Defence of India Rules. Some cases of inadequate punishment came to the 
notice of th'! District Magistrates of Wardha and IIoshangabad and th'!y issued 
necessary instructions to the Magistrates concerned. The number of persons 
~ntenced to simple imprisonment rose to 470 [308]. 

18. Fines.-The number of persons fined ~lightly increased to 42,973. 
[42,565]. The total amount of fine imposed increased to Rs. 9,50,554 
[Rs. 6,34,864]. The rise is attributed to more and heavier sentences of fine 
imposed on well-to-do persons committing breaches of th~ control orders and 
this explanation is borne out by the higher percentage of realizations th'ln 
in previous years. The average amount of fine was Rs. 22·6 [15·0]. 
Rs. 7,86,033 [Rs. 5,60,646] was realized during the year, th~ percentage of 
realization being 82·6 [79·6]. Rs. 17,552 [Rs. 19,373] which could not be re­
covered was struck oft as unrealizable, and Rs. 1, 19,853 [Rs. 73,448] was 
left to be realized at the close of the year. 

19 . Adolescents and youthful offenders.- The number of boys sent 
to the Reformatory School and the number of a<l.olescents sent to the Borstal 
Institution, Narsinghpur, decreased to GO [ 11 2] and 78 l 142] respectively. 
The number of juveniles sentenced to whipping further increased to 779 [656]. 
No specific reason h'.l'> been assigned fo r th '!se variations by th:! District 
l\ lagistra tes. 

The provisions of the Central Provinces Probation of Offenders Act (I of 
1936) were applied in 99 [128] cases, 29 l86] minor offenders being rel~ased 
on probation. The number of probation officers has decreased from 78 to 75. 
30 [42] minor offenders were handed over to th~ir care. The proqation 
officers are reported to have worked satisfactcrily. 

20. First offenders.- 4,035 [6,283] persons were released on probation 
of good conduct under section 562 of the Code of Criminal Pro1.:edure, of whom 
2.487 [2,602] were dealt with under section 562 (I-A) ibid. Th>;: fa ll is sh1red by 
almost all the districts. The District Magistrates report that the provisions 
of the section were made use of in all suitable cases. 

E.-APPELLATE AND REYISIONAL JURISDICTIO::\ 
(Statement No. 34) 

21. Appeals- to Federal Court. I [2] mi~cellaneous criminal case 
for leave to appeal to the Federal Court was filed and dismissed. A certi­
ficate under section 205 of the Government of India Act was granted in one 
criminal appeal during the ye.ar under report but no further progress was 
made. 
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District Magistrates <lo not take as much interest in th~ working of the Village 
l'anchayat Benches as they should in Yiew of the appreciable number of persons 
affected by this jurisdiction. 

27. Inspections.- During the year under report 301 Courts were ins­
p•:cted out of 453 Com.ts for inspection. Of th'.:m 113 were inspected by the 
Additional District 1\lagistrates or Sub-Divisional ;\1agistrates and the rest by 
the District l\Iagistrates. The District ;\ Iagistrate of Yeotmal did not inspect 
any Court <luring 1944. The foll in the stand'lrds of original trials, inadequate 
use of section 203 of the Cod~ of Criminal ProcedurC;, the disch1rge of a large 
number of \\ 1tnesses without examination an cl the unnecessarily long detention 
of witnesses, delay in th · commitment of cases to Courts of Sessions and other 
defects in procedure rtferred to in this report can be eliminated only by personal 
guidance g;ven at the time of th" inspections. 1h'.! Honourub!P the C'hicf 
Justice trusts that brief inspections, as indicated in last year's report, directed 
to tnese ·major points of public welfare will not continue to be omitted. 

28. A 11 district record-rooms were inspected by the Sessions J u<lges. 
Elimination is reported to he up to <l:ne. ~cept at Chhindw::ra, sufficient 
rack spac9 is available everywhere. 

29. Copying work .-Cop) ing work is reported to be up to date through­
out the province and copies were delivered promptly. The percentage of copies 
<lclin.red on the I st <lay after application was the highest at Raipur, being 98·0, 
and lowest at Balaghat, 60·0 The District Magistrate, Balaghat, attributes 
the low figure to inadequate staff as trained typists are not always ::ivailablc for 
appointment in leave and other \ acancics. 

K. RADHAKIUSHNAN, 

Registrar, lfigli Court of Judicature at Nagpur. 
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:,:;· STATElvlEi\'T No. JJ-f.HOWJNG THE GENERAL RESULTS OF TRIALS OF CHI'.\Il.NAL CASES IN THE TRIBUNALS Or 
YARIOUS CLASSES lN THE CENTRAL I ROVII'\CES A'\ID BEH.-\H FOR THE YEAR 1944. \PARAGRAPHS 6 ro Uf 

.. 

~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~'--~~~~~-·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-- -- -

C!?.ss of Tribun,11 

(I) 

• I 
Subordinate Mogistra:tS- / 

Special Magistrates under section 14, Criminal /) 
Procedure Code. I 

Hohorary iVIagistntes sitting singly • · I 1 
I Stipendiary Magistrates sitting ~ingly •. ,
1 
j 
I 

Benches of :\Iagistrates · · I 

·~~ber/ 
ot 

offences I 
repo1 ted 

I 

C) 

~umber 
of 

pe1s.:ms 
under 
tdal 

( 3) 

15 I 

14,3j0 

82,244 

11,523 

District and Sub-Divisioaal l\Tagistrates' cases 
referred under sections 3.U and 349, Criminal 
Procedure Code. 

}- 70,927 

'I 
I 

592 

Chief Magistrates of districts 

Courts of Session 

Superior Courts 

Total 

l ) 
J 

i0,927 

30 I 

93; 

l41 
---· 

I 09,830 I 

P.,rson·s whose cases were di;;posed of 

D1s­
chari;:"d 

or 
acquitt~d 

(4) 

--1 ~- ' 

Died. 
Com- escaped 
mitkd or trnns-

Convicted or terred to 
re~erred another 

province 

(;) (6) (7) 

Persons 
renuining 

un<ler 
t1 ial at th.­

end of 
t he year 

(8) 

-,-
• j 

4 I , 5 5 

I 
4,685 7,516 6 33 I 2, 110 

2:. 92 4 44,2< 2 1,336 321 
I 

13.-lll : 
I 
I 

5.'77 3,810 10 . 12 :'.314 

31 5j3 ! .. ! 7 . 
9 21 

346 349 I 103 . 4 I 133 
' I 

17 106 .. I .. 18 ---- ---- ------- ----
.33,3931 56,612 1,460 (a,'. 371 17,994 

---
•Includes offences brouqht forward from I 943. 
(a) 240 person:> died, 89 e•capcd, 32 dealt with under section 466. Cdminal Procedure Code. and I 0 transferred 

Hem arks 

(r,) 

"\ 

" 
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STATEMENT l\·o. 34.-SHOWING THE GENERAL RESULTS -OF APPEALS A:-.n REVTSlOi"S IN CHL\li1'AI. CASES IN T11E 
CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR FOR THE YEAR 19-14. (PAHAGRAPIIS 21 TO 25l 

C!a<s of Tribunal 

_, 

(I) 

Appeals to-
Chief Magistrates of districts 
Co~rts of Session 

Superior Courts-
By persons convicted 
By Government from judgments of acquittal 

Revisions by~ 
Chief Magistrates of districts 
Courts of Session 
Superior Courts 

Tola! 

Total 

Grand Total 

.. 
Number 

of 
appellants 

Number of persons 

I 

I and 
applicants 

for 

A!Jpeals i:entencc 
or appli- or order 
cations confirmed 
rejected 

l • I Other-
Slnteni:e J Senh!nce wise 

altered ' reversed dis oseJ 
of 

Died, 
escaped 1 

or trans-
ferred 

to 
another 
province 

Pending 
trial 

revision 
btfore 

the Courts 

(2) I 

5.700 I 
3,849 

(3) I 

' 
1,950 I 
1,330 I 

( 4) I (5) 

--
624 \ ' 

l 
1,033 I 

6H I 508 I 

(6) 
I 

(I) (8) l ~9) 

I 
4· l • 195 76 I 2 I 7i7 

640 65 660 

1,020 164 373 I 218 \ 151 '_/'T 2 I I 1 lC 
-·-~ ___ .. _ 1 __ ~ _:_·_1 __ 1_~,j~_'2 ___ ··_ ----~-

1~6~ . _3,444, __ 1.654 I -~75911_,__2,0~ ;~!45 -- _ 48 __ 1,554 

I I 
(a) 1,752 1,001 . . I . . 41 353 . . 357 
(/>) 1.819 1.320 I . . . _ 7 235 I 256 
(c) 1.306 775 .. I 74 212 •• . . 245 .---!--- ---------- ----1--- -- ---

1 -~~1-3,096 
1 
__ ·_·- ___ 7~ I_ 2ts.o_ '--~ ___ , __ - ~ss 

I 15,487 6,540 2,266 I 7'3 49 2,412 1,65 4 I •1,833 
--- . ---t- ----

Remriks 

l (I OJ 

--~· 

(a) Includes 1,53 7 accused persons whose cases were called for in revision on 698 applications of complainants. 
(b) Includes 947 accused persons whose cases were called for in revision on 295 applications of complainants. 
(c) Includes 188 accused persons whose cases were called for in revision on 79 applications of complainants and 141 accused person~ against 

whom Government took actio~ 

/! 



s -87'.fTBllBNT No. JJ'.~OWING THE NATURE OF OFFENCES REPORTED AND THE NUMBER OF PERSONS TRmo, 0 

CONVICTED AND ACQUl'ITED OF EACH CLASS OF OFFENCE IN THE CENTR.AL PROVINCES AND BERAR 
FOR THE YEAR 19'14 (PARAGRAPHS 2 TO S) 

Number of c11e1 . Number of. pmoo1 
I • I 

I I I -------- .·Died, 

• I . i u..... I -
Delcdpdoa of offences · trial · I or Remain-

i •Oft'eacta Returned :o~t induding Acquitted I Con- tram- :tr tR~marb. 
reported u true j to mal pttdin11 or dia- · victed ferrecl u -

. 1 fro!D charged 1 to trial 
prevaoua : another • 

' I I 
I year I PIO•-I 

inc:e 

I 
I 

(I) (2) (1) (.f) (S) \6) • I (7) (8) I (9) 

I 

---., ..,_ i ... ,.;.,;,.;;., "' .;,... I I I' .. I . I I 3 
tllla ten per-., CJ.pter , Indian Peaal Code. .. I I I I ' eeatian 117. . . ' 

_.Crialiml c:onapjncy, Cbap&U V (Al of tbe Indian Peml 5 4 2 39 13 .:31 .. I 13 . C., eection 120-B. • 
C>8'taaeis ~ the State, Chapter VI of the Indian I .. .. . I . . . . I .... . . 
0..-nktinc to the Army and Nevy, Chapter VII •• 2 . 2 2 3 3 
oir.-epimt the public tranquillity, ~ter VIII •• 717 478 373 4,493 l,679 1,330 .. ! ) 1,484 
~ bY or reJattn, to public aervanta, &apter IX •• 84 4S SO' Ill 21 3S 54 
Coelempta of the lawful authoricy of public aervanta, 290 249 . 235 

"'I 81 244 47 ~x . . 
164 14S P• nidence and oft'encee apimt public juatice, 27S 182 331 90 92 

~XL . I 
~-to- . ~ 

(:oia, =XII . . • I •• 36 23. 20 SI 
.. I) I .:

16
1 . . . I 22 ......_.__xn ··1 I 

• '3sa 
I 3 

~. I 3 
Oft'encee ~ to weiahta anCt meuQree, Chaptu XIII 389 337 404 . 48 . 316 39 
Offeaoes 9ftectina the pUbUc IMlahb.· ..rety, convenit.nce, -~ 354 346 455 40 . 360 I , .. 
~-~DiOnla.~O:~xv . .. 
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Offences affecting the human body, Chdpter XVI - I 
Offences affecting Jifo .. 
Causing miscarriage,. injuries to unborn children, . 

expo~ure of infants and the concealment of births . 
Hurt 
\Vrongful resrraint an<l wronr;:ful confinement 
Criminal force and assault 1 

Kidnapping, forcible abductiun, slaverr anJ forced 
labour. • • 

Rape . I 
Unni;.tural offences • . . 

Offcncc-s against propcny, Chapter XV I] ­
Theft 
Fxtortion .. j 
Robbery and dacoity 
Criminal misappropriation of property 
Criminal breach of tiu-;t 
Receiving of stolen prop rt y 
Cheating 
Fraudulent deeds r.nd dispositions of property 
l\Iischief 
Criminal trespass 

Offences rdating to documents and to trade or pro,..)e• tJ 
marks, Chapter XV II I. 

HI I 
39 I 

8,050 I 
208 

1,619 I 

rn I 
87 
21 \ 

I 

8,.109 \ 
57 

220 
152 . 
6'>) 
165 
8 \2 

11 
6 )9 

4,607 

40 

' 
6-10 I 

32 

5.804 I 
154 

1,229 
Bi 

66 I 
14 . 

7,097 
31 

144 
118 
516 
135 
59·1 
n 

40? 
3,602 

28 

600 
30 

5,41i6 
138 

1,176 
80 

64 
16 

6,532 
34 

125 
123 
420 
128 
560 

1) 
406 

3.385 

26 

1,375 
64 

15,839 I 
-180 . 

2,998 
296 

116 1 
24 

11,732 
85 

665 
199 
759 
276 

1.048 
55 

I, 121 
8,832 I 

62 

4% I 
9,610 

278 
1,972 

123 

40 

2,521 
40 

309 
76 

260 I 
86 J 

3~~ ! 
600 

J,2: ~ I 

557 \ 
28 

2,503 I 
102 
504 
60 

41 
15 

7,319 
16 

163 
83 

368 
156 
380 
II 

173 
3,.J93 

21 

71 
2 

44 
I 
6 
4 

2~ I 
JO I 

.. I 
6 
2 I 

.. 1~ I 
43 j 

Criminal breach of contracts of service, Chaptc1 XIX 

Offences relating to marriage, Chapter XX 

Defamation, Chapter XX! 

1,1351 !.02 I 8121 2,019 1,382 124 8 

845 ~~o I 584 1 1,381 \ 974 77 j 

Criminal intimidation, insult and annoyance, Ch11pter 345 [ 231 225 592 391 65 

XXII. . ! I I 
Offence:: under special and local Jaws .. ~~' -33'.!08 33, 155 1~027_ 1 _8,671 2?.'._871 \~8-

Total .. 70,927 1 57,322 55,656 1,08,370 I 33,393 56,612 : (a) 371 

•This includes 9, 117 pending cases brought forwatd from 1943. 
(a) 240 persons died, 89 escaped, 32 dealt '"ith under section 466, Criminal Pr0ce.:lure Code, an<l 10 transferred. 

326 
6 

3,682 
99 

516 
109 

34 
9 

1,870 
28 

183 
40 

125 
32 

293 
25 

346 
2,086 

28 

505 

330 

135 

5,357 

17,994 
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