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REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF CIVIL JUSTICE 
lN THE CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR DURING 

THE CALENDAR YEAR 1945 

[The figures in brackets denote the corresponding figures of 1944 .] 

A.-TRIBUNALS 

High Court.-The number of Judges of the High Court 
continued at seven. The Honourable the Chief Justice and 
the. other Judges were on duty throughout the year. 

2. District and Subordinate Courts.-The number or' 
District Courts remained unchanged at nine. The sen ices of 
J\1r. A. N. Shah, l.C.S., District arid Sessions Jurlge, were placed 
at the disposal o[ the Go\'crnmcnt of India for appointment as 
President of the Income-tax Appellate Tribunal, Bombay . 
.Mr. II. C Sen, officiatin~ District and Sc&sions .Judge, who retired 
on the 151 h of October 1945, ha9' been re-employed as District 
and Sessions Judge till the beginnin!! of tbe vacation of 1946. 
The designation of Subordinate Judges was changed to "Civil 
Judges" hy the Central Provinces and l3erar Act No. IX of 1945. 
One po!>t of Civil Judge (class I) continued" to be kept in abey
~rnce, hut to give relief to the first Civil Judge (class I) at Nag
pur, who has been appointed, in addition to his duties, President 
of the Tribunal constituted under section 60 of the Nagpur lm
pr(wemcnt Trust Act, a post of Civil Judge (class I) outside the 
cadre was created at Na!?pur for six months in the first instance 
frnm the 17th June 19t5 and one of the lawyers appointed as 
Civil Judge (class II) in 1~43 w<1s promoted to this post. The 
term of this post has since been extended by a further six months. 
Twenty-one Civil Judges (class Il) continued to be on deputa
tion, and ~1gainst their vacancies 23 lawyers worked as Civil 
Judges. As the numhcr of lawyers :ippointed as Civil Judges 
exceeded the number of permanent Civil Judges (class II} on 
deputation, two more posts in the cr1dre were held in abeyance, 
increi1sing the total number of such post5 held in abeyance to 
three., During the year six temporary Civil Judges were appoint
ed to 1he cadre against cfcar vacancies on the new scale. The 
usual arran,gemcnts for their trainin.I! were made. Seven tem
porary Civil Judges recruited in 1943 were pl:iced on probation 
for two years with effect from the date of their first appointment. 
One Judge was on leave preparatory to retirement at the close 
of the year. 

3. Sixteen f161 Extra-Assistant Commissioners, 40 [ 40] 
Tahsildars, and 35 [ 45] Naib-Tahsildars exercised civil powers in 
the year under report. , 

4. Distribution of Subordinate Courts.-As explained in 
parawaph nine below there was an appreciable fall in litigation 
during· the year. As, howe\'CI', the fall was not uniform in all 
districts and as there was a certain amount of dislocation of work 
caused by the fact that a number of Courts had to be without 
judges for short periods from time to time owing either to the 
grant of short leave to their presidin~ officers or to the inevit
able delay in the posting of substitutes for judges promoted or 
sent on deputation, the grouping of Courts h::id again to be 
altered substantially; some presided over by visiting judges were 
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made independent some which were independent became link
ed, and sometime~ the help given hy ,visiting judge~ had to be 
diverted from one place to another. fhe class I Jmk between 
Jubbulpore and Dam oh was replaced hy. a link between ~~ugor 
and Damoh, made po&sible by the posting of an add1t10nal 
class I judge to Saugor. An additional class I judge was poste~ 
to Bilaspur for the whole year, and another was posted to Rai
pur till the beginning of Ootober 1945 to cope with the increased 
session& work and the accumulation of civil appellate work. The 
class I links between Akola and Basim and between Buldana and 
Khamgaon were discontinued, ,10d an Akola-Khamgaon link was 
introduced. The class I Court at Seoni was linked with Ghhind· 
wara for most of the year for want of a judge, and for, the &ame 
reason a link of short duration was introduced between Hoshang
abad, Betul and Multai. The class II Court at Brahmapuri was 
made independent, and Umrer which had been Jinked with it was 
relinked with Nagpur. A second whole-time judge was posted 
at Gondia for part of the year and later he was replaced by: a 
part-time vi&iting judge from Bhandara. The headquarters of 
the judge of the class II Court at Sakoli were changed to Bhan
dara, the judge visiting Sakoli from there. Khurai was linked for 
a time with Saugor, but as the arrangement was not satisfactory 
it was again made independent in October. The work at Dham· 
tari decreased, making it possible to discontinue the visit of a 
judge from Raipur, who was then diverted to visit Janjgir. A link 
between Bemetara and Drug was introduced as the work at the 
latter place was too much for one judge. Yeotmai and Pusad 
were made independent in June 1945 but in September the 
Yeotmal judge was ordered to visit barwha to bring down th~ 
number of long pending cases. The M urtizapur judge was order
!!d to visit ~kola, ~nd a link between Jalgaon and Khamgaon was 
mtroduced ID April 1945 but was replaced in September by the 
Jalgaon-Malkapur link. A triple link between Narsinghpur, 
qadarwara, and Sohagpur was introduced as there was a con
siderable fall in work in the first two places and there was a 
congestion of Jong pending cases :1t SoJ1agpur. 

5. The Honourable the Chief Justice records his apprecia .. 
tion of the mannet in which the senior Courts have borne the 
increasing burden of appeals and the dislocation referred to above. 
He also recognizes the inconvenience caused to judges by the 
frequent regrouping of Court& which is ineYitably necessitated 
by the fluctuation in litigation ;nd it is his constant endeavour to 
reduce this inconvenience as f~r as possible. 

6. Yillage Panchayat Courts.-The figures for these Courts 
have again been forwarded without any comments. The figure& 
for Wa~dh~ and Akola revenue districts are sti ll awaited. As for. 
~ther d1stncts the number of Courts remained unchanged at 530 
111 the Central Provinces and 166 in Berar. 

7. Tr~inin.g of QfPcers.-Three Civil Judges (class JI) com
pleted mag1stena) training for 18 months during the year. At the 
end of the year live others were under training three for 
18 months and two for six months. ' 

B.-ORIGlNAL JURISDICTION 

. .8. Institution of suits in the High Court.-Five suits were 
mst1tuted. and two. were pending at the beginning of the year. 
!,hree suits were disposed-of, leaYing four gending :-tt the ckise 
•"1. the year. 
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9. Institution of suits in Subordinate Courts.-The institu
tion in Subordinate Courts under the three main heads for the 
years 19-H to 1945 arc given below : -, 

Cemral Pr(Jvinces. 

1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 
( I ) Suits for money nnd 22,546 19,257 20,470 17,721 15,704 

movable property. 
29,088 21,420 16,034 11,541 9,652 l 2) Suits ender the rent law .. 

{3) Title and other suits · 6,632 6, 186 7,757 7,948 7,379 
--- ----- ---

Total .. 58,266 4£-,863 44,261 37,2Ul 32,735 

Berar. 
(I) S•Jits for money and 10, 155 8,485 8,788 7.148 6,!189 

movable property. 
141 (2) Suits under the rent law 269 305 226 171 

(3) Title and other suits .. 4,884 4,964 8,336 8,700 5,048 
----

Total .. 15,508 13,754 17,350 16,019 12,078 
--

Grand Total .. 73,774 60,617 61,611 53,229 44,813 

Totallortheprovinccexclud- 44,686 39,197 45,577 41,688 3j,161 
ing suits under the Central 
Provinces Rent Law. - - • 

There has been a further decrease as compared with last year 
in total institutions by about 16 per cent to a third of the 
figure-121,171-for 1935. It is interesting to note that during 
these 10 years the general price-leYcl has roughly trebled itself. 
The foll is proportionately higher in Berar than in the Central 
ProYinces and in "Title and other suits" than under other 
heads. The decrease is shared by all the districts except Nimar, 
where there was a slight increase under the first two heads, and 
Raipur, where there was a slight increase under the head "Title 
and other suits". In Rerar the decrease in institutions is more 
marked under the last head than under the other two heads. 
The fall in suits for money and other movable property is gene
rally attributed to the improved economic conditions and the 
effect of debt legislation. One District Judge has made the 
interesting suggestion that with the opening up of more profit
able avenues £or investment of money by the high level of prices, 
money-lending has lost its attraction to businessmen and that 
this accounts to some extent for the decrca~c in suits for money 
and other movable property.. The better economic conditions 
and the more expeditious remedy provided by section 58-B of 
the Central Provinces Tenancy Act :ire responsible for the 
decre:isc in rent suits. There has been a fall in title and other 
suits in all the districts except Raipur. The ·slight rise in 
Raipur is attributed to the high price of land which makes it 
worthwhile for traders and agriculturists who have benefited by 
the high prices of :igricultural produce to file suits even for 
petty encroachments which in normal times they would have 
ignored or settled otherwise th:in through the Courts. The 
bulk of the fall is in 13crar, 3,652 as compared with S69 in Cen
tral Pr<!vin.ccs,_ the ,institutions ii: Berar bein.(( only 58 per cent 
of the inst1tut1ons 1n 1944. It 1s not easy to reconcile the 
expbnations of the District Judges of Berar for this 
fa! I, the District Judge of Amraoti a ttributinfl' it to the 
sta1?ilisation of prices at the high level reached in 194~ 
which makes owners disinclined to sell and persons en
ti~led to pre-empf disinclined to pre-empt, and the Dis
tnc~ Judge, Akola, :ittributing the decrease, which is mainly 
noticeable in pre-emption suits, to the fall in land values. As 
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no other dist'rict in the Province has reported a fall in land 
values, it appears that the explanation given by the District 
Judge, Akola, is not correct and that the reasons for the decrea~e 
in the number of pre-emption suits are the better economic 
conditions - which enabled agriculturist~ to meet their obliga
tions from' current income, and the stabilisation of the price of 
land which has made acquisition for speculation in r_ising prices 
unattractive. Nearly ~di the districts report a fall in the number 
of mortgage suits, the reason for which is said to be the prefer
ence of moneylenders for outright or conditional transfers to 
mortgages, probably an indirect result of the Debt Relief Act. 

10- Institutions in Village Panchayat Courts.-Information 
abcut the cases instituted in and disposed of by these Courts in 
Wardha, Chanda, Jubbulpore, Saugor and Akola revenue dis
tricts is still awaited_ The total number of cases instituted in 
the other districts during the year under report was 2,976 of 
which 2,900 cases were uisposcd of. Decrees in 46 cases were 
cancelled by Deputy Commissioners. In the absence of any 
explanation from either District Judges or Deputy Commis-
sioners no comment can be made. ' 

11. Valuation of Suits.-The total and aYerage value of 
~~its instituted during the year under report increased by 
Rs. 33,0."~.396 to Rs. 2,13,67,409 [Rs. l,80,6t,013J and -Rs. 138 to 
Rs. 477 lRs. 339], respectively. The rise in value of suits is 
shared by all the districts except Hoshangabad. The rise in 
value, which is attributed to the institutions of suits of higher 
value in District Courts, is more noticeable in the Nagpur and 
Chhindwarn districts. In Nagpur the total and average value 
increased to Rs. 8,28,55,376 LRs. 37,70,549] and Rs. 1,518 I Rs. 5721, 
respectively, and in Chhindwara it increased to Rs. 11,30,545 
rRs. 7,66,4001 and to Rs. 320 [Rs. 195], respectively. A marked 
fall in the ~ver:1ge value per suit to Rs. 374 I Rs. 578J is noticeable 
in the I Joshangabad district because in 1944 two suits of excep
tionally high \'aluc were instituted in the District Court. The 
following table shows the figures for separate classes of Courts : -. 

Class of Courts 
'fotal value Average value . .---.A.----. r---.A.. ___ ' 

Di.;trict Courts .. 
Courts of Civil Judge;s (Class I) 
Courts of Civil Judges (Class 

II) 
Smnll Cause Courts 

- 1944 1945 1944 1945 
Rs. 

71,74,345 
21,81,393 
67,96,019 

19, 12,256 

Rs. 
1, 11.42,327 

19,68,089 
64,42,689 

' 18, 13,304 

Rs Rs. 
37,959 66,323 
1.665 1,465 

205 242 

102 109 
12. Disposal of suits.-Disposals in the 

given in paragraph 8. 
High Court are 

Di:;posals by the various classes of Subordinate Courts in 
1944 and 1945 were as follows:-

Class of Courts 
District Courts 
Courts of Civil Judges (Class I) 
Courts of Civil Judges (Class 

II). 
Small Cause Courts 

Total 

1944 1945 
.---A------. 
Number Percentage 

194 .3 
1,797 2.9 

40, 138 64.4 

20,150 32.4 

62,279 100.0 

,_ ___ Jo.__ """ 

Number Percentage 
257 .5 

1,652 3' 1 
33,146 63.1 

17,504 33.3 

52,559 100.0 

The dis1~osals were 7,746 more than the institutions bur 
9:724 lt·•'ll, llian the disposals of 19-t-t The faH in Ji1;poials i~ 
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general except in Di~trict Court:;. It is attributed mninly to the 
fall in institutions an<l to some extent to the regrouping of Courts 
and keeping some of them vacant for short periods. The 
IIonourahle the Chief Justice has noticed during his inspections 
that dispo>als of m:iny of the junior judges wonld improve if their 
cause lists were properly arranged, a matter to which District 
Judges might profit:ibly give some attention. Of the 13,363 

f 
14,818) suits disposed of after full trial, 10,301 [11,873] or 19.6 
191 per cent of all the cases disposed of resulted in favour of the 

plaintiff and 3,062 [2,9-19] or 5.8 14.71 per cent in favour of the 
defendant. The number of cases decided on reference to arbitra
tion fell to 2·1 f31 ] . District Jud,gcs haYe ngain forborne to com-
ment on the Arbitration Act, 1940 (X of 1940)'. -

13. Durations.-The average duration in days of suits decid-
ed by the several classes of Courts duri n,!! the year under report 
is given below : -

Class of Courts Yenr Without Ex parle On admis-
..... trial sion 

Distr.ict Courts 1944' 200 194 111 
- 1945 424 210 165 

Civil Judges (Class I) 1944 I 168 154 131 
1945 178 113· 88 

Civil Judges (Class II) 1944 123 112 94 
19-15 131 107 89 

Small Cau~a Comts 1944 ~g9 9l RO 
l9t5 110 104 93 

After On re fer-
Cl."' of Courts Year Com pro- full cncc to Dy trnns· 

m1sed trial arbitratiou fer 

District Courts 194-1 312 430 1,409 202 
1945 406 525 351 209 

Civil Jmlgcs (Cl.1ss I) 1944 160 303 157 
1945 - 268 287 458 190 

Civil Ju<lgcs (Class Il) 1944 139 215 287 125 
1945 152 233 365 II 4 • 

Small Cause Courts 194J 107 127 190 76 
1945 114 140 64 

~ Disposal of long rending cases and cases ;taye<l hy the Debt 
Relief Courts :ind by the High Court, the keeping of n number 
of Cour.ts \'acant for var)·irur periods for want of judg~s. the 
regrouping of Cotirts, and hea\"y se!>i>ions and criminal appellate 
work arc some of the principal factors contributing to the rise 
in the duration of cases. 

14. Pendin~ files.-Thc following fi!!urcs indicate the state 
of the pending files:-

19H 1945 .. 
Suits pending at the beginning of the \'e.tr 20,891 19.06j 
ln•titutions . . · 53.229 44,813 
Suits revived 1,46a 1.371 
Otherwise rccciv.,d 5,756 4,778 

Total 81,344 70 027 

0isposed of by trnnsfer 5,647 4.629 
Oth1·rni.•e 56,632 47,930 

Total 62,279 52,559 

PendinJZ at the close of the year .. 19,065 17.468 

Th~ dcc~c:thc in the pending file. which is due to the fall in insti· 
tut1ons, lS shared by all the slistriets except Jubbulpore and Nimar. 
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partly to the fall in the number of execution cases and partly to the 
lower average value of decrees than in the previous year. Debtor" 
were arrested in 98 (116) ca~cs' and imprisoned in 4 [71. Movablc
property was attached in 1,926 [:?,}60] cases but sold in only 381 
L337] case&. Immo\'able property ,,·as attached in 2,74·t [3,363] 
cases but ~old in only %2 981] cases. 

18. Insolvency.-Thc number of insolvency petitions pre
'Cnted during the year by dchton increased to 174 f1S4] and 
of tho~e presented hy creditors to 49 [36]. The rise in the 
former is shared hy all the tlistricts except Nagpur, Chhindwara 
and Amracti, aml that in the latter by all the districts except 
Nagpur. No special reawm h:1ve hcen ascribed by most of the 
District Judges for this rise. The District Judge, Akola, how
ever, attribute~ the rise in the number of petitions presented by 
dcbton to the foct that those wlto could not take advantage of 
the Relief of Indebtedness Act arc now coming to the Insolvency 
Courts. 121 : 100) petitiom werL disposed of by an order of 
adjudication, 29 I SO] were di~m isscd under 1icction 2:i, 23 ! 17 l 
were withdrawn under section 11, and 17 M 1 were disposed of 
by death or default. Orders of :1djudication attains! 3U 1671] 
insolvent~ were annulled. The considerable dencase is due to 
the fact that in 19-t4, under in~tructions from this Court, special 
efforts were made to pass orders of annulment in a large num
ber of cases where they were overdue~ which had the effect of 
inflatin~ that year\ ~tatistics. 62 [9,~J insolvents were dis
charged absolutely, 6 [32] cunditionally, and 3:i L 41 after the 
period of suspension. 

19. The system of appointing receivers from amongst the 
memhers of the Bar is reported to be working satisfactorily. 
Accounts are reported to lie properly maintained and audited, 
except in Amraoti where no audit of the accounts was made by 
the staff of the Examiner of Local Fund Accounts during the 
year under report, 

20. Guardian and Wards Act.-The number of estate!! 
under management and the number relinquished fell to 1,083 
[l,124] and 82 f1301. re~pccti\ely, during the year. 1,001 19941 
estates remained under mana~ement at the end of the year . 
'With the exception of Nagpur, \V:mlha, and Jubbulpore, the 
other District Jud.!!c:- ha\'e a~~ain repeated the usual complaint 
about the f.!tiardians' laxity in suhmittin.~ accounts acct.irately and 
in time. J'he District .Jud!(c:, Chhindwarn, reports that in one 
l·asc a ,!!u:irdian l11d to be fined Rs. IS for his failure to submit 
accounts in time. J rregularities wen; also noticed in some cases 
in Iloshangabad district and the defaulters were properly dealt 
with. \Vhere possible, ::11ditors were appointec.l. 

21. Usurious Loans Act. -The provisions of the Ad were 
applied only in a few casc:s in most districts, the exceptions being 
Amraoti and Br:ihm:tpuri in the \Vardha district In the former 
place interest was reduced under the Act in 2i [20 cast•s and 
in the latter it was reduced in :ibout :iO cases. 

22. The Central Provinct!s Moneylenders Act, 1934 (XIII 
of 1934).-The provi~ion ... <1f this .\ct '"ere applied in witablc 
cases, advantage being taken rrincipally of section 11. The 
reports from Juhhulporc, J lo~han~abad, and Nim;ir indicate 
tlrnt even now ~ few instances come to notice of moneylenders' 
~isregardinir the prm·isi<Jn!- of the Act about the takin~ out of 
licences and the muintainin~ and furnishing of annual accounts 
to debtors. 

2 
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23. The Central Provinces Adjustment and Liquidation of 
Industrial Workers' Debt Act, 1936 (V of 1936).-4 [2] 
applications were pending from the previous year and 12 [4] 
were presenred during the year. 10 f2] cases were disposed of, 
leaving 6 [41 cases pending at the close of the year. Advantage 
was taken of this Act, even to this limited extent, only in two 
districts, Nagpur and Nimar. 

C.-APPELLATE JURISDICTION 
24. Appeals to the Privy Council.-At the beginning of the 

year ]4 [141 applications for leave to appeal were pending before 
the High Court and 11 [4] new applications were filed during 
the year. 13 (4] applications were disposed of, leave being 
granted in 7 cases and refused in 6 cases. 12 [14J applications 
were pending at the close of the year. Two appeals were 
decided by the Privy Council and this Court's decrees were con
firmed. 16 appeals remained pending at the close of the year. 

25. Appeals to the Federal Court.-No application for 
leave to appeal to the Federal Court was pending at the begin
ning of the year and no new application was received during 
the year. 

Statement11 26. High Court of Judicature at Nagpur.-The table below 
~;8• 31 

and compares the figures of civil appellate work in the years 1944 
· and 1945 :-

Disposals 
Institutions Pending 

By Single By Division 
Bench Bench 

1944 
Firot Appeals-

From decrees 132 I 78 ;;o 
From orders 143 20 76 407 
Letters Patent Appeals 16 12 SS 

Second Appeals-
From decrees 900 354 32 l,859 
From ordera 178 76 27 292 
Civil Revisions under sec- 133 144 146 tion 25 of the Provincial 

Small Causes Act. 
Other revisions 436 255 14 389 ---

Total 1,938 850 239 3,698 --- ---
1945 

First Appeals-
From decrees 120 10 77 583 
From orders 139 24 105 417 Letters Patent Appeals 17 17 55 

Second Appeals-
From decrees 866 543 41 2,141 
From orders 144 122 51 263 
Civil Revisions under sec- 181 200 127 tion 25 of the Provincial 

Small Causes Act. 
Other revisions 355 369 22 353 ---

Total 1,822 l,268 313 3,939 
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The institutions decreased by 116 to 1;822 rt,9381 and dis
posals increased by 492 to 1,581 rI,089]. For about six months 
in the year two Ci"il Division Benches were function'ing and 
the disposal of Division Bench cases increased by :ibout 73 per 
cent to 313 L239 J a~ compared wih the figure kr 1944 and 
equalled the institutions during the year. The disposal of Single 
Bench cases incrc<1sed by 49 per cent as compared with last year 
to 1,268 [8501 but was not as high as it would hwc been but 
for the constitution of two Civil Division Benches for the major 
part of the working year. Single Bench disposals fell short of 
new institutions by 241 with the result that the total pending file 
increased to 3,939 [3,698]. The average duration of First and 
Second Appeals disposed of was 1,558 ri,1361 and 802 r648], 
respectively. The increase in dur::ition was due to the fact that 
during the year preference was given to the disposal of long 
pending and complicated Division Bench appea ls. 

27. 69 r631 appeals from ori~inal decrees, 295 (170] 
appeals from appellate decrees, 13 f6J Letters Patent Appeals, 
176 !851 appeals from orders and 318 f 1931 revisions were dis
posed of after contest. The following table shows the manner 
of disposal after contest by percentage : -

First Second Appeals Letters 
Decisions atpeals appeals from Revisions Patent 

rom from orders appeals 
decrees decrees 

Confirmed 53.6 71.5 71.0 66.0 84.6 

Modified 20.3 6.1 8.0 3.8 

Reversed 18.8 21.4 19.9 26.4 15.4 

Remand~d 7.3 1.0 I. I 3.8 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Tn the above table only the results of appeals and revisions dis
rcscd of after hearing both parties are summ:1riscd. If the crises 
dismissed in motion are taken into consideration the results by 
percentage will be as-indicated below:-

First Second Appeals Letters 
Decisions appeals appeals from Revisions Patent 

from from orders Appeals 
decrees decrees 

Confirmed, includ- 63•2 [74•7] 85•6 (85•5] 83'1 [8MJ 81•8 [78•7] 88'2 [91'7]_ 
ing cases dismissed 
in motion. 

Modified 16·1 [16•5) 3·1 [J •8] 4'6 [~·-0] 2·0 [1'2] .. [ .. ] 

Reversed 14·9 [6'3] 10·8 (11•4] 11 '6 [10'1] 14·2 [18'6] 11 8 [8•3] 

Remanded 5·s r2·51 0·5 [1•3] 0·1 [2·01 2·0 [1'5] .. 1 •• ] 

----- --·--
Total 100·0 100·0 100·0 100·0 100·0 

-~-- ----- ---
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28. District Courts.-The statement below compares the 
figures of civil appellate work in the years 1944 and 1945 :-

Regular appeals 
Miscellaneous appeals 

Total 

Re~ular appc:ils 
Miscellaneous appeals 

Total 

Grand Total 

Regul:ir appeals 
l\liscelbneouq ;1ppe:lls 

Total 

Regular appeals 
M1scetlant:ous appeals 

Total 

Grand Total 

lnstitutions Disposals 
r-__ __...._ ___ "-\ r-----"--- -. 

Institutions or Otherwise By Otherwise 
reinstitutions rcceiYed transfer 

1944 
Cc•utrol />rovinr·es. 
2,20..J 

232 

2,436 

s~rar. 

513 
23 

536 

1,735 833 
143 16 

1,878 849 

4,314 1.385 

1945 
Ce11tra/ Prm•ince.(. 
2319 772 

258 33 

2,577 805 

Baar. 
1,546 636 

157 27 

1,703 

4,280 

663 

1,468 

510 
24 

534 

833 
15 

848 

1,382 

771 
33 

804 

635 
26 

661 

1,465 

2,008 
196 

2,204 

1,603 
150 

1,753 

3,957 

2,083 
280 

2,363 

1,830 
!63 

1,993 

4,356 

!'ending 

l,IOCl 
103 

1.212 

894 
65 

959 

2, 171 

1,146 
81 

1,427 

611 
60 

671 

2,098 

During the year under report there was the slight fall of 74 in 
the r,umber of regular appeals filed. The figures for the Central 
Provinces taken separntely show :i rise of 115 appeals whereas 
the Ber::ir figures show a foll o( 189 appeals. The variations in 
the district figures for the year under report as compared with 
those for 1944 arc considerable, Nagpur, Wardha and Chhindwara 
reporting appreciable increases in institutions, and H 'oshangabad, 
Raipur and the two Bcrar di&tricts reporting appreciable decreases. 
No ex11lanation has been t.ffere<l in the district reports for these 
variations. The disposal of regular appeals increased by 230 and 
the pending file was reduced by 73. In the Raipur and Amraoti 
districts the dispmal of regular appeals otherwise than by transfer 
increased by 317 and 308 to 711 f394 \ and 1,073 [765 l, respectively. 
The increase is attributed to the posting of an extra Additional 
District Judge at these places for about 10 months and six months, 
respectively. In \Vardha ::ilso there was an appreciable increase 
in disposals to 240 [1791. In Na.rtpur, Jubbulpore, Hoshangabad 
and Chhindwara there wa~ an appreciable foll in disposals, owing 
to keeping posts of Additional District Judges vacant for varying 
perio~s and heavy sessions. work. The institutions and disposals 
of miscellaneous appeals increased by 40 and 84, respectively. 
The rise is shared by almo~t all the districts in the Province. The 
:

1verage duration of regular and miscellaneous appeals was 143 
[139j and 122 [122.21, respectively. 

29. Of the 5,319 [4,9541 regular appeals disposed of during 
the year, 26.4 [27.1] per ct:nt '~ere disposed of by transfer, 9.6 
f9.81 per cent were summarily dismissed or were not prosecuted, 
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dec1cc~ were confirmed in 3:\.2 [ 46.7] per cent, modified in 11.2 

[
10 . . 7] pl'r cent :ind rc\'t•rsed in B.6 I 11 .91 per cent, and 4.0 
3.Sl per cent of the appeal~ were remanded 

D. MISCELLANEOUS 
30. Bar.-'J't'c total ~tren!!th of the Bar further decreased to 

2,3;)5 [ 2,48SJ of whom 195 . 46.::, were Advocates. The reat-ons 
for this fall :ire tho~e gi\"en in the report for the year 1943. No 
complaint of profeEision:il mibconduct was pending at the begin
nin'' oi the \ear :ind no complaint was received during the year. 
Th~ relations hctwcc::n the Bench and the Bar continued to be 
cordial. • 

31. Copyin~ Branch. - The total number of sheets filled in 
br rnpyists decrea~cd to 328,508 [336,8131 at headquarters and to 
121,090 l B3,810] at out-stations. The decrease is due to the fa ll 
in l1ti~ation. Rs. 437-11-0 fRs. 385-8-31 wa& spent on section
writint( ch:irgc::s. 

For the re~1rnm t(iven in the report of 1944, qualified copyists 
arc ~till hard to lind in almost all districts. 

32. Records anti Record-rooms.-The elimination of records 
is reported I•) he up to date in all the districts and there is suffi
cient r:1ck ~pace fo r record~ for some years to come. There w:1s 
no c.i~c of Im~ of the entire record of any case from record-rooms 
durin~ the year but in Nimar a deposition sheet from the record 
of an execution case w:1s lost. 

:l:~. Nazarat.-Thc sancrioned strengrh of process-servers 
remained unchanged at 700. 138 po::.ts had to be kept vacant for 
want of sullicicnt \VOrk. The L'Onlinued fall in litigation seems to 
indicate that the need to fill these vacant posts will not arise for 
•omc time yet. The percentage of service of summonses and 
notices r:1nf!cd from 78.6 [79.3 in Nimar to 86.l [82.0] in Jub
hulpore :tnd of w:1rrants from 70.1 f67.ll in Nimar to 90.6 [88.61 
in \Vardha. Out of ~8 [ 110 , ca~es of obstruction to service report· 
cd during the ye:ir, :n r.i91 were brought to trial, 9 [12] ended 
in conviction, 10 [ 11 ] in acquittal and 14 [151 remained pending 
at the close of the year. Proceedings in 19 cases were dropped. 

One ca~c of tcmpor:.try embezzlement was noticed at Nagpur. 
Th~ cler~ rnncerned '~·as suspended and a departmental enquiry 
agarnst him was pending :II the end of the yea r . It has since 
been concluded :11:d tl:e clerk has been punished hv reduction 
in pay . In the:: lbipur district a process-server was punished by 
suspension from service for recovering more than the amount due 
under w;1rr:rnts of att:1chment and another was suspended and 
rro~ccuted for three offences of cheating alleged to have been 
committLd by him durin:.! the execution of warrants of attachment 
entrusted to him. The latter was acquitted by the Cowt and has 
been rcimtatcd in sen·ice. 

34. Income from Process-fees.-The income from this source 
durin!{ I he p:tst four years was as follows: -

Rs. n p. Rs. n. p. 
t942 .. 4,28,756 10 0 1944 .. 4,59,912 12 0 
t943 .. 4,24,631 7 0 1945 .• 4,16,426 I O 

The 1l'nson for the foll is the fall in litigation during the year. 
35. The Court-fees Act.-The income from court-fees rca

li!.cd hy the Civil Courts in the last four years was as fo llows:-
Rs. n. p. Rs. n. p. 

1942 . . I 1,88,941 3 0 1944 . . 14,03,343 I 0 
1943 . . 12,75,1!72 I 0 1945 11,25,876 6 0 

The foll in court-fees il:' the natural result of the fall in in6titu
tiom. As a result of the instructions issued by this Court Jast 
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year, presidin~ officers are reporte~ to !;av~ !?aid more attention 
to the realisation of proper court-fee<. fh1s 1s borne out by th~ 
fact that during the year dcficieocict> amounting to only Rs. 4,8~ 
in the court-fees realised by the lower Courts were detected in 
the High Court as compared with Rs. 9,372 in 1944. But Js only 
comparnti\•cly few of the ca&cs diRp0sed of by lower Co1;1rts come 
under scrutiny in this Court il appears that there is still a con
siderable amount of evasion of the provisions of the Act. In 
order to have a more reliable estimate of the extent of such 
evasion and to consider the desirability of appointing an inspector 
of court-fees, the Honourable the Chief Justice h::is directed the 
inspection by an experienced official of this Court of some records 
selected at random from the disposed of cases filed in the record
room at Nagpur during the vacation of 1946. 

36. Trial of tenancy s1.1its by Revenue Officers.-Defective 
procedure and lack of interest in civil cases entrusted to them 
continued to mar the work of Revenue Officers exercising civil 
jurisdiction. There has also been no improvement in their staff. 
Some District .Judges have also complained that the periodical 
returns are seldom submitted in time by these Courts, and the 
District Judge, Chhindwara, reports that in spite of repeated re· 
minders and memoranda addressed through the Deputy Commis
sioner, Balaghat, the records of disposed of cases have not been 
received in the record-room since October 1945 from the Court 
of the Extra Civil Judge (class II), Waraseoni. 

37. Furniture and Libraries.-Owing to high prices and 
difficulties of supply, no new furniture was purchased. New 
books were purchased and old ones replaced as far as funds per· 
rnitted. 

38. Buildings.-No new building was constructed during 
the year but Government has approved administratively the con· 
struction of a new court building at Murtizapur. The selection 
of a site and the preparation of plans have been undertaken. The 
accommodation for the Bar is in~ufficient at several places and the 
room allotted to the Bar at Nagpur District Court is so over
crowded that the provision of extra accommodation has assum
ed great urgency. Pending the preparation of plans and esti
mates for the provision of such e:'\tra accommodation, which has 
been taken up in consultation with the Nagpur District Bar Asso
ciation, the Asbociation has been permitted by the Honourable 
the Chief Justice, with the concurrence of Government, to use 
the petition-writers' shed a n.d the petition-writers have been 
::illotted the witne~ses' shed which is not used by witnesses. 

39. lnspections.-The Honourable Sir Frederick Grille. 
Chie.f Justice, visi~ed Multai, H_oshangabad, Sohagpur, Betul, 
Chh1ndwara, Seon1, \Vardha, Hinganghat and Arvi. 

All Civil Courts except three at Akola were inspected by the 
District and Sessions Judges during the year. The three Akola 
Courts were inspected in January 1946. 

40. Casualties.-Thc Honourable the Chief Justice records 
with regret the sudden and premature death of Rai Sahib 
Poorana Chander and Mr. P. Rudra on the 10th September and 
10th January 194S, respectively. 

Mr. A. L. Khan and Rao Bahadur V. N. Deo District and 
$essions Jud~es, ~.r· H. C. Sen, Civil Judge (sele~t post), Mr. 
G. V. Ayach1t, Civil. Judge (class I), and Mr. V. R. Damle, Civil 
Judge ('class ll), retired from service. 

NAGPU~: K. ~ADHAKRISHNAN, Registrar, 
The 15th April 1946. High Court of Judicature at Nagpur. 
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STATEMENT No. 25.-Showing the number of Judicial 
Jurisdir.llon tn the Ccntral Pn;vi1zc1•s anJ 

1"ame of Province 

(I) 

Central Provincea (including Be1ar) 

(a Do both civil and criminal work. 
(b) 144 do both civil and criminal wo1k. 
(c) All Panchay at Courts. 

Judi;es of Chirf 
Court of 
Province 

(2) 

7 

Civil 
r- - · -- --------A 

Number of District Judges 
districts 

(3) (4) 

9 9 (a) 

STATEMENT No. 26.-Showing the numbtr of Cn:zl cmes decided m the Courts 

Numbl!r of cases decided 

Name of Province -- ~ ------ - · - - .,A... __ -

Original Arpell1te , ____ ..A,. ___ _ ~r---- ___ .,;.. _. 

Regular Miscellaneous Regular 

(I) 

Central Provincca 
!Jerar). 

(including 

ii 

(2) 

52,559 

(3) 

11.16~, 

(4) 

6,007 



Divisions and the number of Officers exercising Appellate or Original Civil 
Berar on the 31st December 1945-(Paragraphs 1-7). 

-------~ 
Other Judges Remarks . -- _ _,._ -- ---. 

::; tipendiary Honorary 

(7) (5) 

178 (b) 

(6) 

530 (l) Grades of Judicial Officers 

Chief Justice 

Europeans Indians 

Puisne Judges 

District Judges 

Additional District Judges 

Civil Judges (class 1) 

Additional Judges to Courts of Civil 
Judges (class I). 

Judges, Small Cause Courts 

Civil Judges (class II) 

Extra-Civil Judges (class II) 

Additional Judges to Courts of extra-Civil 
Judges (class II). 

Additional Judges to Courts of Civil 
ludges (class II). 

Total -
in the Central Provinces and Berar for the yeflT 1945. 

·-----. 
:.\'liscellaneous 

3 

(5) 

804 

Remarks 

(6) 

2 

3 

4 

9 

30 

17 

56 

47 

21 

'i 

191 

iii 



8alta-9W ... • r- ------Suita fol' Arrear• Rnlwi• 
Cla• of Tribunal mDDe>' or of rent meat 

lllOftble with or or 
pnpertJ without .......... 

ejectment ofreat 

(I) (2) (3) (4) (S) 

COURTS IN mE ~RIOR 

Unpaid Tribunal• 

PUd Sub-DivialonAI Tribunal• S,406 . 9.728 s 7 
Small Cauee Court1 16,634 
Diltrict Courta other than Chief Courta of 515 54 diamcta. 
Chief Courts of diatrict1 J8 

COURTS AT THE PRESIDENCY 
OR SEAT OP GOVERNMENT 

CWef Court of the Pr09iDce ... .. .. --- -- --Total lz.s93 9.762 s 7 -- -- ·--
8_TATEMENT No. 28-... fOiomng the n111111¥rand value of sllib 

B•ar /• the~ 
Number ------ -----Value Value Value Value ca ... or Tribunal DOt Ra.10 R1.SO Ra. 100 ....ctin to to to Ra. 10

1 
RI.SO Ri.100 Ra. soo 

(I) (2) (3) (4) (S)-

COURTS IN TRI INTERIOR. 

u...-d Tribana1a 

Pai:I Sub-DiYiaional Tribuaal1 3,147 8.633 4.837 7,2S8 
Small c.uae Courta 704 6,346 4,169 s,01, 
Diltrlct Courta other than Chief Court. of 

clilbictl. 30 197 174 4S8 
ClaW Courta of districts ... 

OOURTS AT THE PRESIDENCY 
OR SEAT OF GOVERNMENT 

CWet' Coart of tbe ProYiace - .. --- --Total - IS,176 9,180 
-~ --

iv 



Civil suits instituted in the Civil Courts in the Central Provinces 
1945-(Paragraphs 8-9). 

Rent Law Title and other suits ...,. r----------.A.__ ---..., 
AU other 

suits 
under Total 

the Rent 
Law 

(6) (7) 

19 9,759 

34 

19 9,793 

Suits for 
immovable 
property 

(8) 

6,295 

316 

56 

6,667 

Suits for 
specific 
relief 

(9) 

1,251 

116 

22 

1,389 

Mortgage 
suits 

(I 0) 

950 

81 

9 

1,040 

Other 
suits not 

falling 
under any 

of the 
preceding 

heads 

(11) 

3,000 

288 

43 

5 

3,336 

Total 

(12) 

11,496 

801 

130 

5 

12,432 

institllted in the Civil Courts in the Central Provinces and 
1945-(Paragraph 11 ). 

of suits instituted in the different courts 
.A. 

Number ot 
Value Value Value suits the value Total number 

Rs. 500 Rs. 1,000 above of which cannot of suits 
to to Rs. 5,000 be estimated in~tituted 

Rs. 1,000 Rs. 5,000- in money 

(6) (7) (8) (9) (I 0) 

1.476 1,310 26,661 

340 16,634 

135 181 195 1,350 

2 158 168 

5 

Grand Total 

(13) 

26,661 

16,634 

1,350 

168 

5 

44,818 

Total vaiuc 
of suits 

(I I) 

Rs. 

64,43,689 

18,13 304 

19,68,089 

1,11,42,327 

.... 

.... 

1,493 353 5 44,818 2,13,67,409 -
---- ---

v 





Civil cases in the Courts CJj Original Jurisdiction zn the Central 
for the year 1945. 
(Paragraphs 12-14) 

Number of suits disposed of r-- _____________ -J<.. ___________ - --""\ 

Without trial Ex parte On admission of claim ,---~- ---A-------~ c- ____ ,.A. ____ ....,. r- --- .A. ____ ""'\ 

Under Order 
IX, rule 3, 
ud Order 
IX, rule 8, Average Average Average 
where the Otherwise duration Number duration Number duration 

defendant does 
not admit 
the claim 

(7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13} 

2,972 
2,112 

89 

15 

----
5, 188 --

.. 
2,765 
1,741 
Ill 

22 

----
4,639 

---

131 
I IO 
178 

424 

----
125 -----

8,002 
5,505 

148 

7 

----
13,662 ---

107 
104 
11 .3 

210 

---
106 

- ---
Civil cases in tile Courts of Original Jutisd£ctio11 in the 
for the year 1945. 
(Para~rapbs 12-14)-concld. 
dilposed of 
----------------.. 
On reference to arbitration By transfer 
,... ·--.-Jo..-------'\ ,---A-----"\ Pending 

at the 
Number Average r--iumber Average close of 

duration duration the year 

(19) (20) (21) (22) (23) 

24 365 3,572 114 11,517 

516 64 4,816 

458 455 190 858 

3 351 86 209 277 

4 
----- -- ---- --

23 367 4,629 118 17,468 

··--··-- _,_, -~--- ,_,_,_.._...... 

4 

2,705 
3,212 

197 

9 

6,123 --
Central 

Pending 
for more 
than a 
year 

(24) 

.. 
932 

80 

162 

131 

i,305 

89 
93 
b!j 

lb5 

--
91 ---

Remarks 

(25) 

.. vii 



ST AT EM ENT No. 30.-Showing the General R emits of the Trial of 
Provinces and Berar 

Miscellaneous 
Number of casea before the Court-6 

Class of Tribunal 

(I) 

COURTS IN THE INTERIOR 
Unpaid Tribunals 
Paid Sub-Divisional Tribunals 
Small Cause Court• 
Dietrict Courts other than Chief 

Courts of districts. 
Chief Couru of districts. 

r- ___________ .>.. - -- --·-~ 

Pending 
at the 
begin

ning of 
the year 

(2) 

.. 
1,711 

722 
521 

438 

Instituted Revived 
during during 
the year the year 

(3) (4} 

.. 
5,499 16 
2,343 28 
1,094 

1,447 10 

Otherwise 
received 

(5} 

190 
17 
89 

102 

Tc> ta\ 

(6J 

7,416 
3,110 
1,604 

2,097 
COURTS AT THE PRESIDENCY 

OR SEAT OF GOVERNMENT 
Chief Courts of the Province 91 153 244 -------------- --

Total 3,483 I O,S36 54 398 14,471 

-------------------
STATEMENT No. 30.-Showing the General Results of the Trial of 

Provinces and Berar 
Miscellaneous 

Number of ------------------.A 
Compromiaed After full trial 

CJ11as of Tribunal 
,.----.>..--- ~ r------A----""'\ 

(1) 

COURTS IN THE INTERIOR 

Unpaid Tribunals 
Paid Sub-Divisional Tribunals 
Small Cauae Courts 
Diatrict Courts other than Chief 

Courts of diltricts. 
Chief Courts of districts 
COURTS AT THE PRESIDENCY 

OR SEAT OF GOVERNMENT 
Chief Courts of the Province 

Total 

Number 
Average Judgment Judgment 
duration for for 

plaintiff defendant 

(14) (15) (16) (17) 

.. .. 
184 150 977 574 
100 110 298 166 

21 223 230 104 

28 215 197 188 

53 13 

Average 
duration 

(18) 

• j44 ~ 
133 
179 

219 

5Sl ------ -------·--
333 148 1,755 1,045 166 

---- ---------

• 
NOTl!S.-{1) No cue of Contempt of Court under Chapter XXXV of 

(2) Insolvency petitions are not taken into account for 

viii 



Civil cases in the Courts of Origi11al Jurisdiction in the Central 
for the year 1945. 
Cases 

Number of cases diaposed of - --- ·-·- ______ _...,_ ______ --------, 
Without trial E:iparte On admisaion of claim 

,---· ---A-----~ r---- -Jo.. --- --... 
r----.A.. _____ 

Under Order 
IX, rule 3, 
and Order 
IX, rule 8, 
where the Otherwise 

Average 
duration Number 

Average 
duration Number 

defendant 
does not 
admit the 

claim 
(7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 

499 2,350 92 4.jj 80 586 
330 962 92 153 91 400 
54 429 105 143 82 150 

73 710 109 57 108 210 

67 2CY 145 --
1,023 4,471 96 794 85 1,346 

--- ---
Civil cases in the Courts of Original Jurisdiction in the Central 
for the year 1945. 
Cases-concld. 
casea disposed of 
r- --------------·----
On reference to arbitration 
r----A-•---, 

Number 

(19) 

Average 
duration 

(20) 

By transfer 
r----"""--""" Pending at 

the close of 
Number Average the yeu 

duration 

(21) 

.. 
200 

17 
73 

107 

(22) 

82 
154 
60 

102 

(23) 

1,605 
684 
400 

527 

Pending for 
more than a 

year 

(24) 

.... 
52 
JO 
41 

56 

91 28 
·--- --

397 83 3,307 

the Code ~f Cri~ocedur~epos~ng tb;;;;:
purposes of this statement. 

187 

Average 
duration 

(13) 

87 
96 

114 

108 

--
96 

--

Remarks 

(25) 

JX 



ST ATEMEN1' No. 3 I. Showing the business of the Civil Appellate 

Appeals from 

Number of appeals before the Courts 

,.---------"-------_.;..-" 

Class of Tribunal 

(1) 

COURTS IN THE INTERJ t l' 

Appeal from Original Decrees 

Chief Appellate C•.: urts of districts 

COURTS AT THE PRESIDENCY 
OR SEAT OF GOVERNMENT 

Chief Coutt of Province 

Appeals from original decrees 

Appeals from appellate decrees 

Appeals under the Letter• Patent 

Pending 
at the 

beginnin~ 
of the 
year 

(2) 

2,003 

l,859 

55 -
Total 2,464 

Grand 'l'ota J 4,467 

-

Instituted 
and re- Otherwise 

instituted received Total 
during the 

year 

(3) (4) ()) 

3,865 1,408 7,276 

120 610 

866 2,12; 

17 72 

1,003 3,467 

--- --
4,868 1,408 10,743 

-- -- --
NOTE.-One reference unde.r section 27 of the Workmtn'a Compeo¥atioo Mt, 1923 



Courts in tlie Central Provinces and Berar for the ysm t 94$. 

Decre;es-(Paragraphs 26-29) 

Number of appeals disposed of 

r------··----.A.. -- ·---- --- ---. 
Dismissed or 

not prose· 
cuted 

Ry transfer 

,--. .,I.._.-. ,--.-J----
Average 

Re- duration Aver-
:-i~m· Aver- Con- Modi- Re· manded of appeale Num- age 

ber age finned fied versed for in ber dura-
du ca· retrial columns ti on 
ti on (8), (9), (10) 

and (11) 

(6) (7) (8) (9) (I 0) (11) (12) (13) (14) 

Pend-
ing 

at the 
close 
of the 
year 

(15) 

511 100 l,870 594 72; 213 168 1,406 121 1,957 

8 11,56 37 14 13 5 J,663 583 

289 277 211 18 63 3 1,318 2,141 

477 II 2 1,514 55 
-----

311 330 259 32 78 8 1,387 2,779 

--
822 187 2,129 626 803 221 281 1,406 121 4,736 

- - --- - -
pending at the beginn~g of the year has been disposed of. 

Pend-
ing 
for Remarks 

more 
than 

a yenr 

(16) ( 17) 

136 

470 

1,482 

43 

1,995 

2,131 

---

X1 



STATEMENT No. 32.-Showing the business of the Cml 

Miscellaneous 

Class of Tribunal 

(I) 

COURTS IN THE I NTERIOR 

Appeat. from ortiatnal decrees 

Chief Appellate Courts of districts 

COURTS AT THE PRESI
DENCY OR SEAT OF 

GOVERNMENT 

Chief Court of Province 

Appeals from original decrees 

Appeal1 from appellate decrees 

Total 

Grand Total 

Number of appeals before the Courts Numbe 

Pending 
at the 

beginning 
of the 

year 

(2) 

168 

407 

292 

_.>... ______ ~ 

Instituted 
and re-

r---
Dismissed or 

not prosecuted 

instituted Other• Average 
during the wise Total Number dura· 

year received tion 

(3} (4) (5) (6) (7) 

415 60 643 124 90 

139 546 (a) 62 742 

144 436 64 466 

---------------
699 283 982 126 602 

- - --------- _____ ..----
867 698 60 1,625 250 348 

------------------(a) Includes seven appeals under section 30 of the 

Xll 

GPN-253-RHC-27-6-46-150. 



Appellate Courts in the Central Provinces and Berar for the year 1945 

Appeals-( Paragraphs 26-29) 

of appeals disposed of 
- - ---A-------------------. 

Con· 
tinned 

(8) 

ISJ 

47 

78 -
125 ... _ 
308 

By transfer 

Average r- - -A---. 
dura· 

Remand- tion of 
Modi. Revers- cd for appeals 

Average 
Num- dura-

lied ed retrial in 

(9) 

17 

7 

7 

-
14 

31 

(10) (II) 

72 47 

13 

22 2 

35 2 

107 49 

columns 
(8), (9), (I 0) 

and (11) 

(12) 

136 

1,647 

881 

1,173 

504 

ber ti on 

(13) (14) 

59 113 

59 113 

Pending Pending 
at the for 
close more 
of the than 
year a year 

(15) (16) 

141 

417 298 

263 163 

--- --
680 461 

--
821 464 

Remarks 

(17) 

-Workmen'~pe~n Act, 1923:--Three a~ w;;;ending ;-;he close of the year. 

xm 




