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Report on the Administration of Criminal Justice in the 
P rovince of Assam during the year 1940. 

1. Judicial staff .-The Judicial staff 
employed on erim inal work in Assam 
during the year c.:onsisted of two essions 
Judges, one Additional Sessions Judge, 
one Assistant ~ ess ions Judge, eight 
District Magistrntcs, ninety-seven 
8ubordinate :-)t i pendiary Magistrates 
and twentv-si'\. Honorary Magist rntes. 
Besides these, one temporary Additional 
Sessions Judge wol'ked in the Assam 
Valley th ronghou t the year. Three 
Subordinate Jutlges vested with the 
powers of an ARsiRtant Sessions J udge 
were also rmployed , viz ., one in Assam 
Valley thr<mghont the year and two at 

ylhet for 39 days.. There. was . an 
inerease of one , 'uho1·dmate 8t1pendiary 
Magistrate- over the number empl~yecl in 
the previous _veal'; Kamrup , Lak~ 1mpur, 
Goal para and Sibsagar showrng an 
increas.e and Rylhet and Nowgong a 
decrease in the· staff . There was an 
inrreas.e in the nmnber of Honorary 
Magistrates in Goalpara, Lakhimpur, 
Nowgong and Sylhet. 

2. Offences reported.-The number 
of ofl'ences reported during the year com
bined with the number pending from the 
previous year was 60,993 against 57,122 
in 1939. Of this number, 41,39 were 
under the Penal Code and 19,595 under 
Special and Local Laws. There was an 
incrnase in ofiences under the Penal Code 
in Lakhimpur, Goalpara, Darrang, 
Sibsagar, Sylhet , Cachar and Kamrup, 
the largest increase being in Lakhimpur, 
viz., 437. 

3. Cases found to be true.-Including 
cases which were under enquiry at the 
close of 1939, 43,536 cases were accepted 
as true during 1940, and of these, 30,~56 
were brought to trial. Compared with 
the previous year , the figures represent 
an increase of 323 under the former and 
of 506 under the latter head. 

Origina l Jurisdiction. 

MAGISTRATES' COURTS. 

4 . Cases disposed of .-Including 
cases committed to the sessions, 30, 100 

cases were disposed of in the courts of 
Magistrates during the year. Of the 
cases d isposed of, 59 wel'e decided by 
DisLl'ic:t Magistrates, 27,:364 by Subordi
nate Stipendiary Magistrates, 2,51'7 
by Jionora l'y Magistrates and Benches 
and 160 by a Special Magistrate. The 
number of cases decided <luring the year 
was 2 more than in 1939. This increase 
is due to an increase in the dispo als of 
Subordinate Stipendiary Magistrate:3 
and Special Magistrate who decided, 
respect ively, 535 an cl 105 cases more 
than .in 1939. There was , on the other 
hand , a decrease of 471 and 141 in the 
number of cases decided by the Honorary 
Magistrates and Benches and Distriet 
Magistrates. 

5. Results of trials.- The number of 
persons whose cases were decided by 
Magistrates was 56,011 or 2,279 mor·e 
than in the previous year. Of these, 
l6,313 or 29 ·l per cent. were convicted. 
The number of persons convicted in 
cases under the Indian P enal Code was 
7,540 or 19 ·2 per cent. of those tried. 
T n 1939 the percentage of such convic
tions was 20 ·7. 

Of the persons acquitted or discharg
ed, the cases of 13,632 were compounded, 
withdrawn, or dismissed for default. 
The percentage of conviutions of persons 
autually tried was 3 ·5 against 40 ·1 in 
1939. 

Of the persons tried for offences under 
the Indian Penal Code, the cases of 
11,539 were disposed of otherwise than 
on a trial on the merits of the 
case. The percentage of convictions of 
persons actually tried under the Penal 
Code was 26 ·9 against 28 ·4 in 1939. 

6. Persons awaiting trial.-Exclusive 
of persons mentally incapable of stand
ing their trial, 7 ,95 persons were 
awaiting trial at the close of the year. 
Of these, the cases of 1,213 persons were 
pending for over three, and of 238 for 
over six months. The number of persons 
in custody for over three months at the 
dose of the year was 13 as against 39 in 
the p revious year·. 



The general result of the trials before 
Magistrates of each class was as 
follows: -

Number or peoone-
Percentage 

Class of MagietratCl!. Acquitted or 
or Convicted. convlctlonff. 

discharged. 

~nches of ?tia11i4ratcs .. 12:; 19 13 ·2 

Snbordlnatr Stipendiary 37,462 14,638 3~·8 
Magistrates. 

Honorary )faglstratc.~ .. l,!H7 1,520 45 ·5 

Special Magl~trato .. 220 77 2!Hl 

Di;trkt MagL~trat"" ··I 74 59 44 ·4 

7. Witnesses.-The number of wit
nesses e'\amined was 77,435 or 3,728 less 
than in the previous year. Of the total 
number of witnesses who attended, 69 ·9 
per cent. were discharged on the first 
day of the trial. The total number 
detained for more than three clays was 
85 against 1,083 in the previous year. 

The district in which lhe largest percen 
tage of witnesses wa8 detained for mor0 
than three days was in Kam mp (4 ·7). 
A~l explanations of long dctrntion of 
witnesses have been dealt with by the 
High Court. 

8. Punishment.-Before Magistrates 
3.321 persons were sentenced to 
imprisonment, 11 , 07 to fine 01· forfei
ture , 105 to whipping and 1,176 ordered 
to give security. 

. Fine.-The aggregate of the fines 
imposed was Rs. 2,07,433. The amount 
reali~ecl, including the arl'ears of 
previous years, was Rs. J 3 949 or 
wh~ch Hs~ 16,205 was paid 'as 
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compen
sat1on to complainants. The total 
amount of fines imposed and realised 
during the year, increased by Rs. 23,248 
and Rs. 3,603, respectively. The short 
collection .o.f fines was .apparently due Lo 
the preva1lmg econonuc distress. 

. 9. Frivolous or vexatious accusa
tions.-The provisions of section 250 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure were 
utilised in 40 cases. The total amount 
of compensation ordered to be paid by 
complamants to accused persons against 
w~om they were found to have brought 
frivolous or vexatious accusations was 
Rs. 65-~. Of this . amount, Rs. 765-8 
was realised and paid as compensation. 

COURTS OF SESSION. 

10. Cases disposed of.- The number 
of ~a es disposed of in the courts of 
sess1?n was 371 against 318 in the 
previous year. 
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11. Results of trials.-One thousand 
and thirty-three persons includino- those 
,.,,·hose cases ·were penclino- fro~n the 

. 0 
p1'ev10us year, were under trial before 
th~ comts. of session. Of these, 935 were 
tried, 2 died or escaped and 96 remained 
under trial at .the close of the year. Of 
the persons tned , 488 were convicted 
and sentenced in the sessions court, 30 
were referred for orclers of the Hi()'h 
Court and 417 were disC'ha1·0'ed ~r 
acquitterl; the figures for 1939 w~re 450, 
37 an<l !321, respectively. 

12. Punishment.-fientence of death 
was passed on three persons in three 
c~ses, which were r~ferred to the High 
Court for confirmation. The result of 
these references is statecl in paragraph 
19 below. Twenty-four persons were 
sentenC'ed in the sessions eomt to trans
portation or penal servituclc. Fom 
hundred and twenty-four persons we1·e 
sentenced to various terms of imprison
m.en t, 14 to fine or forfriture, 5 to whip 
ping and 5 wet'c orclered to o-ive . 0 
sccu1·1ty . 

13. Witnesses.-Thc number of wit
nesses in attendanc(' before the courts of 
session was 5,451. Of these, 3,325 
w~re examine~ a_nd 2,126 cli seharged 
without cxamrnat10n, against 3 ,079 and 
1, 724, respectively , in 1939. 

Of the total number in attendance, 12 
~vere detained for more than three dnys 
~n the Assam Valley Districts and none 
m the Surma Valley Districts. The pro
portion of witnesses discharged after the 
thi1·d day lo the total number e:i-.amined 
was 0 ·3 against ·03 in the previous year 
in the :\.ssam Valley ancl nil against ·05 
in the Surma Valley. The amount paid 
to witnesses on account of the expenses 
incurred by them in attending sessions 
trials was Rs. 15,868 as compared with 
Rs. 13,343 in 1'939. Rs. 256-4-6 and 
Hs. 274-8, respectively, were paid to 
jurors and witnesses discharged during 
the year before trial opened and on 
adjournment after opening. 

14. No case from Assam was com
mitted to the Original Jurisdiction of 
the High Court. 

Appellate Jurisdiction. 

15. Appea ls to the High Court.
Twenty appeals were pending before the 
High Court from the previous year, 107 
were preferred, and 114 were disposed of 



during the year, leaving rn pending at 
its close. Of the appeals preferred, 105 
were from convic;t ions by Sessions J udges 
and 2 by the Provincial Government. 
The number of persons concerned in the 
appeals was 217. The results of c;riminal 
appeals decided in the H igh Court 
during the year under review are shown 
in the following statement:-

Dl•clded after ., 
Mlmlll•lon. :;; 

.. 
e~1 

ci ~ 0 .., .., "., 
I " e ~~ ~ 6 

2l 6 
iiii;; 

Oa ~ ;a ;; -g ~ . ., Q "E 

f .!?~ ..,,,, .,, .s 0 

~ u g'g f-o .. " !.!I "" ;! ..... .. ., :s " "'" >"' .., .<! c.6 
8 ~ 

.,- .,u ... 
0 ~ ?:l I'< l"1 -< 

1 2 3 4 6 (l 7 8 !I - - - -
Apl)('als from Mal!l•trntt'S .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . . 

acting under sccllon 34, 
Criminal Procedure 
Code. 

Appeals 
.Judges. 

from Scs.,lollll II .. 11 7 .. . . 83 112 

Appeals by Government . 1 .. .. . . .. . . l 2 
- - - - - - - -

Tot.al .. 12 .. 11 7 . . .. 84 ll4 

16. Criminal work of the High 
Court.-The following statement shows 
in detail the criminal business which 
came before the High Court in its 
Appellate Jurisdiction during each of 
the past three years:-
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Drought before the Court. 

1938 1030 1940 

Appeat-

Under l!CCtlon 410, Crlminnl Procc-
dure Code .. .. 91 00 

Under section 417, Criminal Procc· 
du re Code . . • . .. 1 

Rcferencct-

Under section 307, Criminal Proro· 
dure Code . . • • I) 11 

Under section 374, Criminal Procc· 
dure Codo . . . • 3 8 

Revislooe-

Under section 435, Criminal Proce· 
dure Codo • • . . 120 112 

Under l!CCtlon 438, Criminal Procc-
dure Codo . . . • 48 31 

Under section 476, Criminal Proce-
dure Code . • • • 3 .. 

Under M'ction 626, Criminal Procc-
dure Code . . . . 6 13 

17. Appeals to Courts of Session.
The number of appeals disposed of in 
the comls of session was 1,333 against 
1 ,06 in the previous year. There were 
2,276 persons concerned in these appeals. 
The appeals resulted in confirmation of 
the original sentence in 1,508 instances 
?r 66 ·3 per cent.; in moditication in 385 
mstances or 16 ·9 per cent.; and in 

lOii 

2 

17 

3 

110 

55 

2 
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reversal in :376 instances or 16 ·5 per cent. 
The cases of 7 persons were otherwise 
dispo ed of. 

18. Appeals to Magistrates.-In the 
courts of D istrict Magistmles 117 
appeals of 251 persons were disposed of 
during the year. Of the persons con
cerned, 142 or 56 ·5 per cent. were 
altogether unsuc!·essfn l, 87 or 34 ·7 per 
cent. obtained a revel'sal and 12 or 4 ·8 
per cenl. a modification of their original 
sentences. The cases of 10 persons were 
otherwise dis po ed of. 

The proportion of appellants com
pletely or partially successful to the 
number whose appeals were beard by 
Sessions Judges and District Magis
trates was 33 ·7 and 4:3 ·4 per cent., res
pect~vely, against 31 ·3 and 40·6 in the 
p l'ev10us year . 

Reference and Revision. 

I-B TGH COURT. 

19. Three references under section 
374 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 
for confirmation ol death sentences were 

B eard and dctem1lned. l'cndlnsi at the rlOc!C of -

1938 1930 1940 1038 1939 1040 

--

105 88 112 0 2 1 13 

.. 1 2 .. .. .. 

G 16 ti 4 .. 3 

3 (j :l .. 2 1 

150 100 110 :1 1:; l(j 

50 20 rm 7 0 5 

3 .. 2 .. . . .. 
5 12 0 .. I 2 

made to the H igh Court during 1940 and 
one was pending at the opening of the 
year . Three cases in whieh three persons 
were concerned were decided during the 
year. One of the accused persons was 
sentenced to death and two to transporta
tion or penal servitude. Twenty-five 
cases of revision were pending from the 
previous year and 177 cac::es were filed 



during the year. Of these, 1 0 \~ere 
disposed of, leaving 22 cases undecided 
at the end of the year. 

IJ COURTS SUBORDINATE TO THE HIGH 

COURT. 

20. Sessions Courts.-The number of 
applications for revision disposed o~ in 
the courts of session was 402 agamst 
42:3 in the previous year. In these 
cases, J ,570 persons were implicated. 
The orders of the lower courts were 
affirmed in the cases of 1,366 persons, 
and reversed in the cases of 3 persons. 
The cases of 201 persons were otherwise 
disposed of. 

21. Magistrates' Courts.-In the 
courts of the District Magistrates 220 
applications were decided during the 
year. The number of persons concerned 
1n these cases was 676. The orders of 
the lower courts were affirmed in the 
cases of 498 persons and reversed in 
those of 9 persons. The cases of 169 
persons were otherwise disposed of. 

22. Receipts and charges.- The 
charges in the criminal courts amounted 
to R's. 6,21, 156 and the receipts to 
Rs. 2,89,248. ~ompared with the 
figmes of 1939, the charges show an 
incr·ease of Rs. 1,251 and the receipts a 
decrease of Hs. l 4,287. 

The increase in expenditure was 
principally under the bead "Other 
contingencies and refunds' '. The 
decrease in receipts occurred chiefly 
under the head "Other receipts credited 
to Government". 

23. General.-(a) The number of 
oITences reported during l 940 stood at 
60,903 which is 3, 71 more than in 1939 
and 5,615 more than in 193 . The 
number of cases disposed of in the courts 
of ~f agistrn tes rose from 29, 684 in 193 
and 30,072 in 1939 to 30,100 in 1940. 
Ther·e has been a gradual fall in the 
percentage of convictions of persons 
actually tried during the last three 
years i the figures being 42 ·5 in 193 , 
40·1 m 1939 and 38 ·5 in 1940. The 
rnses of 13,632 persons were com
pounded, withdrawn or dismissed for 
default in 1940 ; the figures for 1938 
and .1939 were 13, 96 and 12,593, res
pectively. 

(b) The totnl amount of fines realised 
ro.se by nbout Rs. 3,600 as compared 
with the fi~rn·e for 1939 which was less 
than trat of 1~3 by about Rs . 900. 
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(c) The number of cases disposed ol 
in the oonr~s o~ session during 1940 
was 371 which 1s 53 more than in l 939 
and 14 more than in 1938. The per
centage of convictions which had risen 
from 49 :9 in 193 to 5 ·4 in 1939, fell 
to 53 ·9 m 1'940. 

(d) The number of appeals disposed 
of in the courts of session rose from 
1 ,12 in 1938 and l ,068 in 1939 to 
1,333 in 1940. About 66 per cent. as 
against 69 in J 939 of the appeals result
ed in confirmation of the original sen
tences and the sentences of the rest 
were either modified, reversed or other
wise disposed of. Compared with the 
ftgures for l 939, appeals to Magistrates 
show a lower percentage of sentences 
being upheld and a higher percentage 
of sentences reversed. 

(e) The number of applications for 
revision disposed of in the <..:ourts of 
session fell from 466 in 19:1 and 423 in 
1939 to 402 in 1940, while those heard by 
Magistrates rose from 166 in 1938 and 
147 in 1939 to 220 in 1940. 

(/) The total number of witnesses 
examined in the Magistrates' and 
sessions courts cJul'ing the year nnder 
report fell by !3,4 2 as eompared with 
the figure for 1939, which was more 
than that of 193 by 2 ,920. There was 
a gradual fall in the number of wit
ne ses detained over three days during 
the last three years, the figures being 
l ,142 in 193 , 1,0 5 in 1939 and 897 in 
1940. 

(g) Charges rose by about Rs. 1,250 
as compared with those for 1939 
and fell by over Rs . 9,000 as compared 
with those for 193 . Receipts decreased 
by nearly Rs. 14,300 as compared with 
the figure for 1939 and by about 
Rs. 24, 150 when compared with that for 
1938. 

Shi llong Division. 

24. The number of offences reported 
during the year, combined with the 
number pending from the previous yea~', 
was 709 as against 721 in 1939. Of this 
number , 40 were under the Indian 
Penal Code and 301 under pecial and 
Local Laws. Of the total number of 
cases under enquiry. 611 were found to 
be true , and of these 487 were brought 
to trial. During th<' year, 447 cases 
were decided in the \1agistrates' courts 



and 40 remained pending at its close. 
One case was decided in the sessions 
court. The number of witnesses examin
ed was 503 and none was detained for 
more than three days. 

There were 550 persons under trial in 
the MaO'istrates' courts. The cases of 
508 per~ons were decided, 10 died or 
escaped and 32 remained under trial at 
the close of the year. Of the persons 
tried, 173 were acquitted or discharged 
and 335 were convicted. The case of 
one person in the sessions court ende~ in 
acquittal. All the appeals and mot10ns 
filed during the year have been disposed 
of. 
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The total amount of fines imposed was 
Rs. 4,147. Rs. 1,635-8 was realised, of 
which Rs. 136-8 was paid as compensa
tion to complainants. 

The charges in the criminal courts 
amounted to Rs. 533 and the receipts to 
Rs. 4 , 732-2. 

By order of the High Court, 

T. H. ELLIS, 

R egistrar, Appellate Side. 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT 1-(Criminal). 

[Revised to conform with the Government of India revised tables Nos. 25 and 26.] 

N'Umber of J'Udicial Divisions, and number of officers exercising Appell.at~ or Original Jurisdiction, in the Province of Assam, on 31st December, 1940, and number 
of ca.sea decided in, and receipts and charges of, the Criminal Courts during that year. 

Other Mqistrat.ea. Number or criminal cues decided. I 
Judges of Number of Se••lona Total 

Dlatrlcta. Chief Court SebSions Number of Other District Original. Appellate. 
of Pro- Dlatrlcta. Judges. Judges. Ma(lhltrates. receipts of 

vlnce. Dlvlslon1. Stipendiary. H onorary. courts. 

Regular. Mlleella- Regular. Jl!isccUa-
neoua. neoua. 

1 2 s ' 5 6 7 8 - Q 10 11 12 lS 14 

Rs. 

AuamVaUey- .. 
-

Darrana .. .. .. .. 1 5 4 2,333 111 118 18 14,0W 

Goal para .. .. .. . . 1 9 2 2,321 126 71 40 20,Hi5 

Kamrup .. .. .. .. 1 10 2 2,413 185 122 4!> 23,402 
1 1 2• 2• 

Lakblmj>Dl •• .. ~ . . 1 29 6 4,271 136 200 32 36,bOO 

Nowgong .. .. .. .. 1 5 5 2,766 211 86 26 14,512 

SJ bu.gar .. .. . . .. 1 12 3 4,500 165 174 56 211,537 

. ' 
Total .. .. l 1 2 2 6. 70 22 18,601 93t 861 220 1,39,426 

Burma Valley- ,,, 
Oachar .. .. .. .. } 2• } 

1 5 .. 1,7U 130 lH 63 20,700 

1 1 2• 

Sylhet .. .. . . .. 2 21 4 10,123 630 4 75 339 1,29,117 

Total .. .. 1 1 2 2 3 26 4 11,867 760 689 402 1,49,&17 

ID11hOourt .. .. ~ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 17 .. lH 171 .. 

GliNDTOril .. .. 2 2 4 4 0 96 261 30,488 / ,694 1,564 793 2,!>9,243 

•no both Civil and Criminal work . 

.,, 

Total 
charges of 

courts. 

15 

Rs. 

41,69:; 

65,863 

60,282 
c:o 

46,4411 

39,Hl 

{)~,i27 

3,42,457 

5~,125 

2,20,574: 

2,7!1,609 

. . 

6,21 ,156 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT 2-(Criminal). 

Nature of offenwJ reported and n1Lmber of persons tried, convicted and acquitted in tile Province of Assani 
in the year 1910. 

-
Number of ca'!Ca. Number of persons. 

Under trio!, Died, 
Dcarriptlon of otl'eoces. Including Acquitted c~capcd Offences Returned Drought Jl('ndlng or Convicted. or trans- Remaining rcporwd. as true. to trial. from dlsclmrgcd. !erred to under trial. previous nnotllor 

ycnr. province. 

1 2 s 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Against tho State .. .. .. 1 1 1 1 .. 1 . . . . 
Rclatln11 to Anny and Navy .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Against public traoqullllty .. .. l,59S 900 741 5,062 3,lla l,·107 3 1,109 
By or rclatln11 to public servants .. .. 13 7 7 9 . . 5 l 3 
Contempt. or the lawful authority of public 

tervant1 .. .. .. 793 023 555 9~2 480 305 l 116 
~·a1se e,·ld• nee nod olftnces ai;alnst public justice 2bO 211 179 2{)7 13ll 123 .. 36 
Relalln11 to coin .. .. .. 20 10 11 10 3 7 . . 9 
Rclallnll to Government stamps .. .. 7 5 4 " .. 4 . . .. 
Relatln11 to welllhts and measures .. 25 23 18 26 5 19 .. 2 
AIJccUn11 the public heallh, ufety, convenience, 

decency and morals . . . . • · 254 100 Hll 205 60 121 .. 15 
llelallng to religion .. .. .. 10 7 6 25 16 2 . . 7 

A.,/ftding the human bod11. 

AIJectln11 llfe .. .. .. 441 334 263 GG5 236 201 1 124 
Cau1lo11 mluarriaget Injuries to unborn chlldrcn, 

exposure or Inf an 1 and concealment of birth 13 10 9 15 11 4 .. .. 
IIurt .. .. .. .. 5,716 4,159 3,124 8,200 5,02tl 1,02>! 7 1,239 
Wron11!ul rutralot and wrongful confinement 1,193 611 462 1,407 1,140 101 .. 163 
Crlmlnnl !oree or a•ss.ult .. .. 3,460 2,309 l,949 4,690 3,329 802 2 657 
Kldnaptnf,o forcible abduction, slavery and 

force la ur . . . . .. 673 349 261 618 4~5 48 3 82 
.&ape .. .. .. 20 16 16 35 20 8 1 6 
Unnatural offence .. .. .. 18 12 7 8 ' 4 .. . . 

4gainlt 111opm11. 

Theft .. .. .. 9,828 6,020 3,718 8,438 5,525 l,SH 4 l ,365 
Extortion .. .. .. 108 50 53 137 106 1 30 .. Robbery and dacolty .. .. 116 72 44 151 108 18 26 .. Criminal mbapproprlatlon .. .. 251 181 155 231 !GS 36 27 .. Criminal breach or trust .. .. 867 620 450 631 458 84 92 .. Becelv1n11 1toleo property .. .. 509 505 412 803 346 351 6 100 OhcaUn11 .. .. .. 791 402 442 642 486 76 so .. Fraudulent dceda and dlspoaltlon or property 32 20 22 60 30 7 ' .. MlacWc! .. .. .. 2,992 2,107 1,716 64' 4,080 2,003 452 .. Criminal trcapau .. .. .. 9,399 6,870 3,414 7,851 6,610 8 763 Relatlo11 to documents and to trade or property 9b0 

mark1 .. .• .. 53 25 19 45 34 7 3 1 Crlmlnal breach of contract• or ae"lce .. 2 2 2 2 2 .. .. .. Relatln11 to mam&flo .. .. .. 1,242 494 624 976 122 762 92 Defamation .. .. .. .. 267 123 99 246 196 6 45 Criminal lntlmldallon, Insult and annoyance .. .. 301 180 168 268 206 15 Under 1peclnl and local Iaw1 47 .. .. .. 19,505 15, 1 ll 11,841 18,205 8,0b2 8,831 9 1,283 

Total .. 60,9113 43,636 30,856 65,0.J.6 40,126 lG,813 47 8,060 

I 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT 3-(Criminal). 

General Results of Trials of Criminal Oases in the Province of Aaaam in the year 1940. 

Penon.s whOt1e cases were dltpoaed or-

Number Number 
Died, Persona Cla.'IS of Tribunal. ol offences or penona remaining 

reported. under 
Discharged Committed escaped under trial trial. Convicted. or at the end or or traDBrcrred acqultt<Xl. referred. t.o another or the year. 

province. 
1 2 s 4 5 6 7 8 

1.-MAGTSTRATES. 

Special Hagfstratea under eectlon 1' .. .. 471 220 77 35 .. 139 

Subordinate Haglatrat- .... 
Honorary Magi.Intel elttlng Blngly-

SeCond and Third Clan .. .. .. 2,193 1,012 1,002 .. . . 179 
First Class .. .. .. . . 1,471 805 518 5 l 142 

Stipendiary Maglstratca ~ltllng elngly-

Secoud and Third Cla .. .. .. 2,976 1,878 708 .. 3 387 
FlretCJue-

U oder ordinary powen .. .. .. 60,003 57,459 35,58! 13,Q30 832 41 7,072 
Under 1peclal powen under 1..cUon 34 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Benches or Maglstntea .. .. .. 171 125 19 .. .. 27 
DIAtrlct and Dlvlalonal llaglltrat- Cues referred under 

leCUODI 347 and 340 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 
Chief Magistrates or dbtrtcta-

Under ordinary powcn .. .. .. 155 7! 5g 10 .. 12 
Under apcclal powen under section 3i .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . 

. 
T.>•i l .. 60,QOS G4,8Q6 39,698 16,313 882 45 7,958 

ll.-coi-tns OF SESSIO:K. 
Alllltant .Tudaea .. .. .. .. .. 153 8' 45. .. 1 23 

Judaea and Additional Judaea .. .. .. .. 81;() SSS «S 80 1 78 

Total .. .. 1,033 417 488 so 2 9G 

m.-IDGH COURT GENERAL JURISDICTION. 

HIGH 00UllT. 

Caaee coming before the Court under eectlon 626, Cr. P. O. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 
Caaea committed under .Act XIV or lQOS .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Caeeacomm1tted undcr1ect1on 447, aub-eectlon (2), Cr. P. C. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 
Caaea referred by 8-lona Judges under section 307, 

(4)26 11 9 .. .. 5 Cr.P.c. .. .. .. .. .. 
Caeea referred by Sca•lona Judges under aecUon S74, 3 .. .. 1 Cr. P . C. 4 .. .. .. . . .. .. 

30 11 12 .. .. 6 Tot&! .. .. 

65,9i9 40,126 16,813 912 471 8,060 
l.lllA.ND TOU.L .. 60,993 -

(a) Includes one person In one case In which Ulgh Court ordered retrial. 



- ---- -----~ ..... 

ANNUAL STATEMENT 4-{Criminal). 

Punishments inftided in Criminal Oa«s in the Province of Assam in the year 1940. 

Number of peno111 aentenced to- Tot&I amount of llnee- Number or penollll 1entenced to 
Imprisonment of-

Number 

Cius of Tribunal. 
of Fine of- Above penons TransJ)Or- Paldas Fifteen ftfteen Above Above ezecuted. Death. talion or Imprison- Fine or Wblpplna. Glve Imposed. Rcali8ed. days and days to slx months two penal ment. forfeiture. security. R upees ~~fo~~- to two 

aervttudo. 10 and Over under. 1lx yean. yean. 
under. Rs. 10. months. 

1 2 s ' 6 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 l S 14 15 16 17 

1.-liOISTRATES. &. Rs. Ra. 

Special llfaalstrntea under section 14 .• .. .. . . .. 29 411 1 .. 20 29 1,967 l ,S67 2S7 2 22 6 .. 
Subord.lnate \laglAtraie-

Honorary .Magistrate11 •lttlna •lnaJy-
8 1110 855 65 S,874 Second and ThJrd Olass .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 2 ,760 202 1 7 .. .. 

Flnt Clads .. .. .. .. . . .. so 477 1 .. 414 63 2,610 2,009 407 4 2S 3 .. 
Stipendiary Magtstralell sitting singly-

15 688 544 144 5,764 4,099 Second and Thlrd CIMB .. .. .. -· .. .. .. 596 s 12 .. .. 
FlntCIRM-

0,610 101 775 5,677 Undu ordinary ])Owen .. .. .. . . .. S,2S6 4,042 1,92,259 1,28,012 14,851 236 1,935 1 ,005 .. 
Under !peclal powen under aectlon 34 .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 

Benches of .Marvitratea • . . . · · .. .. .. .. 19 .. . . 18 1 108 111 S2 .. .. . . .. 
District and D vlsional Maglatratea-<Jases referted ....... 

under sectlon11 347, 849 •• .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . ~ 

Chief .Mag!otrates of district&-
3 2 Under ordinary powers . • . . .. .. .. . . 4.5 1 II 36 851 531 80 .. 2 1 .. 

Under special power11 under section 3' .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . . 
Total .. .. .. .. 3,321 11,807 105 1,176 7,437 4,370 2,07,433 1,38,049 16,205 246 2,001 1,074 .. 

Il.-OOURTS OF SESSION. I 
A.Ulstant Judaes . . .. .. .. .. .. '-5 3 .. .. . . 3 1 50 .. .. . . 8 JR 10 
Judaes and A dltlonal J udges .. .. .. .. 24 379 11 6 68 .. 11 945 180 .. 7 42 120 201 

Total .. .. .. 24 424 14 5 68 . . 14 1 ,095 180 .. 7 50 147 220 

m.-BIGB COURT GE}<'"ERAL 
JURISDICTION. 

HIGH OOUlt.T. 

Oaaea comJna before tho Court under section 526, 
Cr. P. 0. .. .. .. •. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. . . . . 

Caaea committed under Act XIV of 1908 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . 
Oases committed under section 44 7, sub-section <2), 

Cr. P. 0 . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . 
Oaaee referred by Seaalon.a Judges under aectlon 

307, Cr. P. 0. . . . . . . .. .. 2 7 .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . 4 3 
Oases re!erred by Se..alona Judaea under section 

374, Cr. P. 0. . . • • . • .. 1 2 .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . . 
Total .. .. 1 4 7 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . 4 3 

Gll.UlD TOT.U. .. .. 1 28 3,752 11,821 110 1,234 7,.!.37 4,88'- 2,08,528 1,39,120 16,205 258 2.051 1,225 225 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT 5-(Criminal). 

General Results of Appeals and Revisions in the Province of Assam during the year 1940. 

Number or persona • . 
Number or 

appellants Died, Clan or 1'rtbunnl. and Appeal a Sentence Otherwise CIK'IJ>Cd applle11ots or 
or order Sentence Sentence 

dlsimcd or Pending /or appllcntlons altered. rev creed. trao1fcrred trial. revision rejected. conftrmcd. or. to another before th e province. Courts. 

1 2 3 ol 6 6 7 8 9 -

APP!Al.S. 

To l)l1trlct lfftlll1trates Crom Rubordlnate 
12 87 10 Magbtrate1 .. .. .. ~ 76 66 .. 66 

To Courts of ScMlon from-

Hal!lslrat.et .. .. .. 2,382 82l 676 386 376 7 .. 118 

AaslAtant J'Udi\.'I .. .. .. 18 11 1 .. .. .. .. 6 

To Superior Court&-

By persona convicted-

Magistrates actln11 under section 34, .. .. .. .. . . Cr. P.O. •• .• .. .. .. .. 
Semooa J' ndaes .. .. 215 131 16 31 15 1 .. 21 

By Oovernment fro m Jud11mcnt1 of 
2 1 1 . . . . .. .. acqulttal,ecctlon H7 from all courts .. .. 

2,923 1,040 759 t28 478 18 .. - 200 Totnl .. 

l!.l!Vl. fUN. 

By Dletrlct MaalHtrat.et of order of Subordinate 
Magletratea . . • . . . • 699 258 240 .. 0 169 .. 23 

By Courts of Seulon of order of Ma~lstratca .. 1,628 615 751 .. 3 201 .. 58 

B:r High Court (casea referred for orders under 
aectlons 432, 438) or order of Maglatnr.tes .. 197 .. 31 8 30 92 .. 36 

By High Court(ClUCI dealt with under section 
435) of order or-

3 .. .. 2 Magl1tratc1 10 ]4 .. .. .. .. .. 
238 41 22 25 18 .. 50 Court.a of Se~alon .. .. 304 

1,063 30 70 480 .. 169 
Total .. 2,037 l,125 

1,822 458 648 498 .. 869 
0JU!fl) TOTAL .. 5,860 2,166 
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A 

Criminal businesB coming before the High Court from the Province of Assam in 1940. 

Remnining Filod in Disposed Romnining 
Description of cases. from 1039. 1940. of in 1940. at tho close 

of 1U40. 

I 2 3 4 Ii 
-

. 
QJtlOINAL Cnna:NAL JURISDICTION. 

Sulliona Ca8u. 

Cof;()S under section 526, Criminal Procedure Codo .. . . . . . . .. 
Casos conunitted under section 447, sub.section (2), Criminal 

Proceduro Code .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. 
Cases committed under Act XIV of 1908 .. .. .. . . . . .. 

Total .. .. .. . . .. 

APPELLATE JuruSDICTION. 

Appwla. 

Dy porsons convicted-

Magistrates acting under section 34, Criminal Proo..'<luro Code .. . . . . .. 
Sessions J udgos .. .. .. .. 20 105 112 13 

By the Provincial Government--

From judgments of acquittal of all Courts .. .. . . 2 2 .. 
Total 20 107 114 13 

References. 

Cases in which the Sossions Judge dissented from the verdict of a 
3 Jury and referred under section 307, Criminal Proceduro Code .. 17 14 

CBSOS in which sentences of death passed by the Sessions J udgo 
were referred for confirmation under section 374, Criminal 

1 Procedure Code, and section 4 of Act XXlI of 1860 .. 1 3 3 

Cases in which proceedings hold against persons who cannot 
understand them wert1 referrod for orders under section 341, 
Criminal Procedure Code .. .. .. . . . . .. .. 

Total .. l 20 17 ~ 

Revi8iona. 

Ca.«08 referred for revision by District Magistrates and Sessions 
l.i Judges under aection 438, Criminal Proceduro Code •. 9 55 69 

Cases dealt with by the Court under soction 435, Criminal Pro-
cedure Code, and under section 15 of the Charter Act--

(1) Cases decided by Magistrates .. .. .. 2 8 8 2 

(2) Cases decided by Sessions Judges .. .. 13 102 102 13 

Ca.see under sections 195 and 476, Criminal Procedure Code .. .. 2 2 .. 
Cases dealt with under section 526, Criminal Procedure Code .. 1 10 9 2 -

Total .. 26 177 180 22 

Full Bonch Reforence .. .. .. .. . . ~ .. 
.. . . 

Miscellaneous orders in Court .. .. .. . . a 3 _ __:,:___ 
Total .. .. 3 3 .• 
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B 

Results by districts of all C(U!e8 reported to the Courts in 1940. 

' 
Cn•es In Persons-

wl1ich Other Ollcnces romrlalnt casrs Cas<" Cases 
Divisions. District~. 

r eporter! wa• dis· struck acc.c1itcd brou~ht Acquit· to the missrcl 
Courts. under sec· off ai< M true. to trial. t cd or Con· 

lion 203, false. dis· victcd. 
Cr.l'.Code. charged. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Darrnng .• .. .. 4,505 oo;; 209 3,182 2,235 2,380 1,213 

Goal para .. .. 5,023 592 32 4,314 2,377 2,8()8 1,575 

Kamrup .. .. .. ~,0!)3 539 46 G,055 2,455 3,370 1,576 
Assam Valley .. 

Lnkhlmpur 7,175 977 l,16R 4,842 4,JRI 2,621 .. .. 3,072 

Nowgong .. .. 4,077 709 53 :i,uon 2,805 4,5RO 930 

Slbllngnr . • .. .. 11,120 1,fi85 l 11 5,210 4/>0:1 4,349 2,378 

--- ---
'.L"otal .. 38,hlO 5,<m7 l ,C.19 2;,r.32 18,556 20, 120 10,743 

--- __ ,_ 

··{ 
Caclinr .. .. .. 3,31() GIH 24 2,369 J,82-: 2,669 846 

Surma Valley 
SyU1ct l ll,708 3,011 103 l !l,535 10,HO 17,337 5,224 .. .. .. 

-----
Total .. 22, I It 3,fi!i2 127 l5,9CH 12,300 20,006 6,070 

----
ORA.ND TOTAL .. no,993 8,ll:i!) l,716 43,530 30,856 40,126 16,813 

--- ----
ORA.ND TOTAL JiOR 1939 .. 5i,l22 7,060 

. 
1,tOO 43,2l!l 30,350 37,508 16,968 

I 



c 
Statement showing the number of witnesses in attendance, the time for which they attended, the number examined, and the amount paid as expen8es of witnesses in the 

Coorts oj Session and Courts of Magistrates in 19.JO. 

Courts of Session. Courts of Magistrates. 

Number of wltnessee discharged- Number of witnesses discharged-
Dlv1.Slons. Districts. Amount Total In Number paid as Total In Number 

On the On the On the After attendance. examined. expenses. On the On the On the After attendance. examined. 
ftrst day. second day. third day. the third first day. second day. third day. the third 

day. day. 

1 2 s 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Rs. 

Darran.ii .. .. 881 36 25 .. 442 32-l 1,616 4,110 1,289 513 67 5,979 5,491 

Goal para .. .. 492 94 16 .. 602 340 1,998 4,296 1,309 H O 77 6,122 4,566 

Kamrup .. .. 512 100 41 12 674 355 2,108 5,2G4 2,122 977 417 b, 7~.0 6,559 
Aaaam 

Lakhlmpur 8 587 408 2,108 6,879 3,271 529 Valley. .. .. 502 77 .. 110 io,;e.g ~\279 

Nowgong .. .. 531 103 3 .. 637 ' 342 591 3,823 1,698 624 92 6,237 4,092 

Sitisa11ar .. .. 279 139 17 .. 435 316 1,302 9,415 2,891 907 50 13,263 ll,9iG 

•. Total .. 2,697 558 110 12 3,377 2,085 9,723 33,787 12,680 3,990 813 51,170 39,e.!ls 

{ Cachar .. .. 249 50 .. .. 209 184 413 5,851 1,521 261 38 i,671 5,770 
Surma 

1,775 1,056 5,732 33,188 9,631 Valley. Sylhet .. .. 1,542 219 H .. 2 ,516 34 45,360 31,<-<l2 

Total .. 1,791 269 14 .. 2,074 1,240 6,145 39,039 11,152 2,777 72 53,040 37,572 

GIW!D TOTAL .. 4,488 827 124 12 5,451 3,325 15,868 72,826 23,732 6,767 b85 1,04,210 77,435 

GIU.ND TOTAL ll'OR 1930 •• 3,720 937 144 2 4,803 3,079 13,343 75,687 25,564 0,549 1,0S3 1,08,St.3 81,163 

B. 0 1 l'resa-lll41-42- 48470-150. 

Amount 
paid aa 

expen.ses. 

16 

R•. 
8,316 

9,04-l 

10,466 

15,327 

5,103 

13,828 

62,083 

2,456 

20,121 

22,577 

&!,660 

-----
75,301 

,.... 
:xi 
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