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Report on the Administra tion of Criminal J ustice in the Province 
of Assam dur ing the year 1941. 

1. Judicial staff.-The Judicial staff 
employed on criminal work in Assam during 
the year consisted of two Sessions Judges, 
one Additional Sessions Judge, one Assist
ant Sessions Judge, eight District Magis
trates, seventy-five Subordinate Stipen
diary Magistrates and thirty-four Honorary 
Magistrates. Besides these, one tem~orary 
Additional Sessions Judge worked m the 
Assam Valley throughout the year. Three 
Subordinate Judges vested with the powers 
of an Assistant Sessions Judge were also 
employed, viz., one in Assam Valley 
throughout the year and two at Sylhet and 
Cachar for 65~ days. There was a· 
decrease of 22 Subordinate Stipendiary 
MaO'istrates over the number employed in 
the bprevious year; Lakhimpur, Nowgong 
and Goalpara showing a decrease and 
Sylhet and Cachar an increase in the staff. 
There was an increase in the number of 
Honorary Magistrates in Sylhet, Sibsagar 
and Danang. 

2. Offences reported .-The number of 
ofTencrs rcpol'ted dnl'ing the year combined 
with the number pending from the previous 
year was 60,114 against 60,993 in 1940. 
Of this number, 39,497 were under the 
Penal Code and 20,617 under Special and 
Local Laws. There was a decrease in 
ofiences under the Penal Code in Lakhim
pur, Darrnng, Sylhet, Nowgon$' a~d 
Cachar, the largest decrease bemg m 
Lakhimpur, viz., 892. 

3. Cases found to be true.-Inclnding 
ca~es which wer<' under enquiry at the close 
of 19+0, 41, H95 cases were accepted as 
true during 1H41 , nnd of these, . 31 ,410 
were brought to t.rial. Compared with the 
previous year , the figures represent a 
decrease of 1,541 under the former and an 
increase of 554 under the latter head. 

Original J urisdiction. 

MAGISTRATES' COURTS. 

4. Cases disposed of .- Includjng cases 
committed to the Sessions, 30, 724 cases 
were disposed of in the courts of Magistrates 
during the year. 0 f th~ ca~es disp<?sed of, 
124 were decided by District ¥agistra~s, 
27, 030 by Sn bord inate Stipendiary Magis
trates, 3,276 by Honorary Magistrates a~d 
Benches and 294 by the Special Magis
trates. The number of cases decided during 
the year was 624 more than in 1940. This 
increase is due to an increase in the disposals 
of the Honorary Magistrates and Bench~s, 
the District Magistrates and the Special 
Magistrates who decided, respectively, 759, 
134 and 65 cases more than in 1940. There 
was, on the other hand, a decrease of 334 in 
the number of cases decided by the Sub
ordinate Stipendiary Magistrates. 

5. Results of trials.-The number of 
persons whose cases were decided by Magis
trates was 57,238 or 1,227 more than in 
the previous year. Of these, 17,268 or 30·2 
per cent. were convicted. The number . of 
persons convicted in cases under the Indian 
Penal Code was 7 ,851 or 20 ·2 per cent. of 
those tried. In 1940 the percentage of such 
convictions was 19·2. 

Of the persons acquitted or discharged, 
the cases of 13,422 were compounded, 
withdrawn, or dismissed for default. The 
1percentage of convictions of persons actually 
tried was 39·4 against 38·5 in 1940. 

Of the persons tried for offences under 
the Indian Penal Code, the cases of 10,99 
were disposed of otherwise than on a trial on 
the merits of the case. The percentage of 
convictions of persons actually tried under 
the Penal Code was 27·7 against 26·9 in 
1940. 

6. Persons await ing trial.- Exclusive of 
persons mentally incapable of s~~nding. their 
trial, 9,348 persons were awa1tmg trial at 
the close of the year. 0 f these, the cases of 
1,368 persons were pending for over three, 
and of 269 for over six months. The number 
of persons in rustody for over three months at 
the close of the year was 38 as against 13 in 
the previous year. 

The general resn lt of the trials before 
Magi strates of eat:h clfn:;s was as follows: -

Number or prrwns -
Percentage 

Clru!s or Maglstral<'ll. Arqultt<'d of 
or Convlct~d. convictions. 

<Jisrlmrged. 

Benchc.~ of MngMmws .. 3:17 96 22·2 

Subordinnle Slil)('lldinry Mniti•· 3G,441l 16, l25 29·3 
lrates. 

Honorary Maglslml-Os .. 2,917 l,727 37·2 

Special ll[aglslral-Os .. 1!17 213 63·2 

District, Magistrates .. 83 107 r.6 ·3 

7. Witnesses.- The number of witnesses 
examined was 71,652 or 5,783 less than in the 
previous year. Of the total number of 
witnesses who attended, 68· 1 per cent. 
were discharged on the first day of the trial. 
The total number detained for more than 
three days was 765 against 885 in the pre
vious year. The district in which the largest 
percentage of witnesses was detained for 
mor~ than three days was in Nowgong 
(3·7). All explanations of l~ng detention. of 
witnesses have been dealt with by the High 
Court. 

8. Punishment. - Before Magistrates 
3 602 persons were sentenced to imprison
~ent 12 461 to fine or forfeiture, 107 to ' ' . whipping and 642 ordered to give security. 

Fine.-The aggre~ate of the fines imposed 
was Rs. 2, 10, 730 The amount realised, 

• 



including the arrears of previous years, 
was Rs. 1,37,650, of which Rs. 13,733 was 
paid as compensation to complainants. The 
total amount of fines imposed during tho 
year, increased by Rs. 3,207, while that 
realised decreased by Rs. 1 ,2HH respective
ly. The short collection of fines was 
apparently due to t,be prevailing economic 
distress. 

9. Frivolous or vexatious accusations.
The provisions of sect.ion 250 of t,he C'ode of 
Criminal Procedure were utilised in 41 cases. 
The total amount of compensat.ion ordered to 
he paid by complainants to aecnsed persons 
against whom they were found to have 
brought, f rivolons or vexatious acrusations 
was Rs. 884. Of this amount, Rs. 30 was 
realised and Rs. 775 paid as compensat.ion. 

COURTS OF SESSION. 

10. Cases disposed of.-The number of 
cases disposed of in the courts of session was 
331 against 371 in t,he previous year. 

1 l. Results of trials.-One t,honsand and 
twenty-five persons including those whose 
cases were pending from the previous year, 
were under trial before t,he courts of session. 
Of these, 846 were tried, 5 died or escaped 
and 17 4 remained under trial at the close of 
the .year. Of the persons tried, 397 were 
convicted and sentenced in the sessions 
court, 15 were referred for orders of the 
High Court and 434 were discharged or 
acquitted; the fie-ures for 1940 were 488, 30 
and 417; respectively. 

12. Punishment.-Sentence of death was 
passed on three persons in three cases, which 
were referred to the Iliah Court for con
firmation . The result of 

0

these references is 
stated in paragraph 19 below. Twenty
seven persons were sentenced in the sessions 
court to transportation or penal servitude. 
Three hundred 3;nd thirty-five persons were 
sentenced to vano~s terms of imprisonment, 
42 to fine or forfeiture, 4 to whipping and 
7 were ordered to give security. 
. 13. Witnesses.-The number of witnesses 
m attendance before the courts of session 
was 5,295 .. Of these 3?251 were examined 
and.2,044 discharged without examination, 
agamst 3,325 and 2,126 respectively in 
1940. ' ' 

Brought bofJ>ro tho Court. 

1939. 1910. 1941. 

Appeals-

Under aectlon 410 CrllDlnal 09 105 93 Procedure C<>de. ' 
Under aecUon 417 Crllnlnal 1 

. 
2 11.l' Procedure Code. ' .. 

ferenccs-
Under section 807, Criminal 11 17 6 Procedure Code. 
Under section 874, Crlmlnal 8 3 3 Procedure Code 

!Mlvlslon&- • 
Under 1octlon 435, CrlmJnal 112 110 120 Procedure Codo. 
Under 1cctlon 438, Orlmloal 31 65 63 Procedure Codo 
Under IOl:tlon 476 Crllnlnal .. 2 Procedure Codo. ' .. 
Under section 626, Crllnlnal 13 10 15 Procedure Code. 

2 

Of t,he tot~l number in attendance, only 
?llt' was detamed for m?re .than three days 
lll the Surma Valley D1stnds an<l none in 
·t~c Assa1!1 Valley .Districts. The propor
t10n of witnesses chscharged after t,he third 
day to the total number examined was ·05 
against nil in the previous year in the .'nrma 
Valley and nil against 0 ·3 in the Assam 
Valley. The amount paid to witnesses on 
account, of the expenses incuned by them in 
attending srssions t,rinls was Rs. 15, 114 as 
<'Ompare<l with Rs. 15,868 in 1940. 
Hs. -184~0-3 ~n<l Rs. 329~1-6, respretively, 
were p:ud to .inrors and witnesses discharged 
cJ uring the year before trial opened n nd on 
a<ljournment after opening. 

14. No <:aSl' from Assam was committ,ed 
to the Original Jurisdiction of the High 
Court. 

Appellate Jurisdiction. 

15. Appeals to the High Court.
Thirteen appeals were pending before the 

High Court from the previous year, 93 were 
preferred, and 90 were disposed of during 
the year, leaving 16 pending at its close. 
Of the appeals preferred, all were from con
victions by Sessions Judges. The number of 
persons concerned in the appeals was 163. 
The results of criminal appeals decided i:n 
the High Court during the year under review 
are shown in the following statement:-

Dfcided after 

'* admission. .., 
- '3 .. 2-g ~ 0 

I .., "".c :0 
"' .. g .; a .. 

~ .8 e 
•.o 0 C' ., .!! 

.g ..,~ i? 
.., .. 

.,; ... 
t .,;i 8 """' ~:a 

0 

@ <>-

~ 1" " g-g 3 "a 1! 
.,., 

1l 
8 " ~e ~~ ... 

0 
,,,e 0 ... ~ ~ < E-< 

1 2 3 4 (j 6 7 8 0 - - - - - - -
Appeal• from Magistrates actln~ .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . 

under section 3'i, Crlmlnll 
Procedure Code. 

AppcalJ from Sessions Jodgoa 6 .. 6 4 .. .. 74 90 

Appeals by Government .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
- - - - - -

Total .. 6 .. 6 4 .. .. 74 90 

16. Criminal work of the High Court.
The following statement shows in detail the 
criminal business which came before the 
High Court in its Appellate Jurisdiction 
during each of the past three years:-

Heard and dotermlncd. Pending at tho clodo or-

1930. 1040. 1911. 1939. 1940. 1941. 

88 112 00 20 13 0 

l 2 .. . . .. .. 

15 14 9 s .. .. 
6 3 4 2 1 .. 

100 110 108 ta 16 27 

29 60 46 9 6 13 

.. .. 2 .. . . . . 
12 0 16 1 2 1 



17. Appeals to Courts of Session.-The 
number of appeals disposed of in the courts 
of session was 1,147 against 1,333 in the 
previous year. There were l, 973 persons 
concerned in these appeals. The appeals 
resulted in confirmation of the original 
sentence in 1,290 instances or 65·4 per cent.; 
in modification in 243 instances or 12 ·3 per 
cent.; and in reversal in 417 instances or 
21 · l per cent. The cases of 23 persons were 
otherwise disposed of. 

18. Appeals to Magistrates.-In the 
courts of District Magistrates 195 appeals of 
437 persons were disposed of during the 
year. Of the persons concerned, 250 or 57 ·2 
per cent. were altogether unsuccessful, 128 
or 29·3 per cent. obtained a reversal and 40 
or 9·2 per cent. a modification of their 
original sentences. The cases of 19 persons 
were otherwise disposed of. 

The proportion of appellants completely or 
partially successful to the number whose 
appeals were heard by Sessions Judges and 
District Magistrates was 34·6 and 42·8 per 
cent., respectively, against ·33·7 and 43·4 
in the previous year. 

Reference and Revision. 

I-IllGH COURT. 

19. Three references under section 374 of 
the Code of Crirnjnal Procedure for con
firrnat ion of death sentences were made to 
the Iligh Court during 1941 and one was 
pending ·at the opening of the year. All the 
four cases in which four persons were con
cerned were decided during the year. 
Three of the accused persons were sentenced 
to death and one to transportation or penal 
servitude. Twenty-two cases of revision 
were pending from the previous year and 
188 cases were filed dming the year. Of 
these, 169 were disposed of, leaving 41 
cases undecided at the end of the year. 

II-COURTS SUBORDINATE TO THE HIGH 

COURT. 

20. -Sessions Courts.-The number of 
applications for revision disposed of in the 
courts of session was 457 against 402 in the 
previous year. In these cases, 1,563 persons 
were implicated. · The orders of the lower 
courts were affirmed in the cases of 1,152 
persons, altered in those of 3 and reversed in 
those of 4 persons. The cases of 404 persons 
were otherwise disposed of. 

2J. Magistrates' Courts.-In the courts 
of the District Magistrates, 163 
applications were decided during the year. 
The number of persons concerned in these 
cases was 496. The orders of the lower 
courts were affir.rned in the cases of 358 
persons, altered in those of 2 and reversed 
m those of 9 persons. The cases of 127 
persons were otherwise disposed of. 
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22. Receipts and charges.-The charges 
m the criminal courts amounted to 
Rs. 6,53,980 and the receipts to 
Rs. 2,81,941. Compared with the figures of 
1940, the charges show an increase of 
Rs. 32,824 and the receipts a decrease of 
Rs. 7,302. 

. The increase in expenditure was prin
cipally under the bead "Other contingencies 
and refunds". The decrease in receipts 
occurred chiefly under the head "Other fees". 

23. General.-(a) The number of offences 
reported during 1941 stood at 60,114 which 
is 879 less than in 1940 and 2,992 more 
than in 1939. The number of cases dis
posed of in the courts of Magistrates r©se 
from 30, 072 in 1939 and 30, 100 in 1940 to 
3.0,724 in 1941. The percentage of convic
t10ns of persons actually tried, which fell 
from 40 ·l in 1939 to 38·5 in 1940, rose to • 
39 ·4 in 1941. The cases of 13,422 persons 
were compounded, withdrawn or dismissed 
for default in 1941; the figures for 1939 
and 1940 were 12,593 and 13,632, respective-
ly. 

(b) The total amount of fines realised 
fell by about Rs. 1,300 as compared with the 
figure for 1940 and was more by about 
Rs. 2,300, when compared with that •for 
1939. 

(c) The number of cases disposed of in the 
rourts of session during 1941 was 331 which 
is 40 less than in 1940 and 13 more than in 
193fl. There was a gradual fall in tbe per
centage of convictions during the last three 
years, the figures being 58 ·4 in 1939, 53 ·~ 
in 1940 and 47 ·8 in 1941. 

(d) The number of appeals disposed of in 
the rourts of session which rose from 1.068 
in 1939 to J ,333 in 1940, fell to J, 147 in 
1941. About 65 per cent., as against 66 m 
1940, of the appeals resulted in confirmation 
of the original sentences and the sentences of 
the rest were either modified, reversed or 
otherwise disposed of. Compared with the 
figures for 1940, appeals to Magistrates show 
a hig;her percentnge of sentences being 
upheld and a lower percentage of sentences 
reversed. 

(e) The number of applications for 
revision disposed of in the courts of session 
rose from 423 in 1939 and 402 in 1940 to 457 
in 1941, while those heard by Magistrates 
rose from 147 in 1939 to 220 in 1940, but 
fell to J63 in 1941. 

(/) The total number of witnesses examin
ed in the Magistrates' and sessions courts 
during .the year under report fell by 9,339 
and 5,857 as compared with the figures for 
1939 and 1940, respectively. There was a 
gradual fall in the number of witnesses 
detained over three days during the last 
three years, the figures being 1,085 in 1939, 
897 in 1940 and 766 in 1941. 



(!I) Charges rose by about Rs. 33,000 as 
compared "ith the dmrges for 1940 and by 
alxiut Rs. :H.000 as compared with those for 
19:39. Rccci pts dcereasc<l by about 
Hs. 7 ,300 as <..'Om pared with the figure fol' 
1940 and by nearly Hs. 21,600 when com
pared with t,hat for 1939. 

Shillong Division. 

24. The number of oITcnces reported 
during the year, combined with the number 
pending from the previous year, was 697 as 
against 709 in 1940. Of this number, 421 
were under the Indian Penal Code and 276 
under pccial and Local Laws. Of the 
total number of cases under enquiry, 610 
were found to be true, and of these 474 were 
brought to trial. During the year 437 
cases were decided in the Magistrates' courts 
and 30 remained pending at its close. 
'ix cases were decided in the sessions court 

and one remained undecided at the end of 
the year. The number of witnesses 
examined was 1,027 and none was detained 
for more than three days. 
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There were 601 persons under trial in the 
Magistrates' courts. The ('ascs of 5 9 
persons were <leeiclc•d and 12 remn inc<l under 
trial at the dose . of the year. Of the 
persons tried, 181 were acquitted or dis
charged and 408 wcr~ c·onvictcd. The 
cases of l 0 persons in the sessions court 
ended in their convit'tion, while that of one 
remained pending at the close of the year. 
All the appeals and motions filecl during the 
year have been disposed of. 

The total amount of fines imposed was 
Rs. 8,310. Rs. 2;301-3 was r ealised, of 
which Rs. 25 was paid as compensation 
to complainants. The charges in the 
criminal courts amounted to Rs. 535 4 and 
the receipts to Rs. 2,92! 2. 

By order of the High Court, 

T. II. ELLIS, 

Registra1', Appellate Side . 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT 1-(Criminal). 

(Revised to conform with the Government of India. revised tables Nos. 25 and 26.] 

Number of J ·udicial Divi8ions, and number of officers exercising .Appellate or Original Jurisdiction, in the Province ~f .ABBam, on 31st December, 1941, and number 
of cases decided in, and receipts and charges of, the Criminal Courts during that year. 

Other Maglstrate11. I Number or crlmlnal e&a!!• decided. 

Judges or Number of Sessions Other District Orl11lnal. Total Total Chier Court Number or Appellate. District.a. or Pro· Se&lllons District.. Judges. Judges. :Mall:lstrates. receipts or char11e1 of 
vlnoo. Divisions. Stlpendlary. Honorary. courts. courts. 

Regular. Mlscella· Reaular. Mlacella-
neou1. neous. 

1 2 3 • 5 6 7 8 II 10 11 12 13 u 15 

Rs. Rs. 
~mValley-

Darrang .. .. . . .. 1 5 5 2,t:.51 110 115 2i l!l,2till SS,66a 

Goal para .. .. . . .. 1 7 2 2,0~2 141 8!! 23 li',463 71,6"'7 

Xamrup .. .. .. .. 1 10 1 2,463 196 109 4i 29,329 66,263 
1 1 2• 2• 

Lakhlmpur •• .. .. .. 1 9 6 4,375 137 212 41 34,610 64,521'> 

Newaong .. .. .. .. l 2 3 2,384 359 75 47 17,856 36.~70 

Slbupr .. .. .. .. 1 12 i 4,G!kl 151 171 38 22,307 02,022 

Total .. . . 1 1 2 2 6 45 2-l 1$,>;33 l,103 764 223 1,40,1124 3,59,9ts3 

. 
!!tmna Valley-

Oacbar .. .. .. .. } 2• { 
1 6 .. 1,791 165 122 47 19,003 6"',041> 

J l 2• 
Sylbet .. -· .. .. 2 23 10 10,431 656 456 350 1,21 ,114 2,20,9-&S 

Total .. .. 1 l 2 2 3 29 10 12,222 l'-11 57~ 39; 1,41 ,0li 2,03,907 

RJ:;b Court .. - .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . 13 .. 00 .153 . . .. 

GILL"IDTOUL .. I .. 2 2 4 ,4 9 14 34 31,00>. 1,914 1,432 7;3 2,'>l,OH I 6,r.3,01-0 

•n o both Chll ,rnd Criminal work. 

-4 

~ 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT 2-(Criminal). 

Nature of of!enceJ:J reported and number of persons tried, convicted and acquitted in the Province of Assam 
in the year 1941. 

~rlptloo of olfeoccs. 

1 

t the State .. .. .. 
g to Army and Navy .. .. 

t public tranquillity .. .. 
clntlog to public servants .. .. 

Aaalns 

Relntlo 

Aaatns 

Dy or r 

Coneem pts of tho lawful authority of public 
nte eerva .. .. .. 
vldcnce and offences aaalost publlo justice False e 

Relatln 

Rel a tin 

Relatln 

Affectln 

g to coin .. .. .. 
g to Government stamps .. .. 
g to weights and measures .. 

decen 
a the Jubllc health, eafety, ronveolence, 
cy an morals .. .. .. 

Relatin g to religion .. .. .. 

Af!uting th human bod11. 

g life .. .. .. Affectlo 

Cnuslng mlscarrla11~. Injuries to unborn cblldren, 
urc of Infants and concealment of birth expos 

.. .. .. 
111 re•lrolnt and wrongful confinement 

Ilurl 

Wrongf 

Crlmlna I force or :>"ault .. 

.. 

.. 
ln\lx, forcll>lc Kldnapp 

forced 
abduction, slavery and 

I~ ur 

R11pe 

Uooatur al olleoce 

.. 

.. 

.. 

~ gaiMl proptrll/. 

.. 
u .. 
and dacolty .. 

I mlgapproprlatlon 

I breach of trust 

g stolen property 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
ent deeds and dlepoeltlon of property 

.. 
trc,pass .. .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Theft 

Extortlo 

Robbery 

Crlmlna 

Crimin& 

ll.ecelvln 

Choatlog 

~·raudul 

Mischief 

Criminal 

Relating 
marks 

to documents and to trndc or property .. .. 
Criminal 

ae1at1na 
Def a ma ti 

Crlmloal 

Under s 1 

breach of contracts of service 

to marriage .. .. 
on .. .. 
lntlmldatlon, losult and annoyance 

...clal and local laws .. 

Total 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Number of cases. 

Offences R1·tumcd 
reported. as true. 

2 s 

.. . . 

.. .. 
1,546 071 

13 0 

77~ 613 

203 191 

23 16 

2 2 

42 30 

230 l t<2 

H ~ 

432 311 

7 4 

5,600 1,02:1 

1,61~· tJ.;n 

3,263 2,:!>-~!) 

03:1 311 

4i 32 

ll 7 

8,!'-17 5,710 

00 17 

Ila !',() 

2H 150 

815 503 

G!O 637 

il.J 418 

40 21 

2,9il 2,00~ 

~82K 6,HI 

~.!! 50 

.. .. 
1,040 Hl!l 

230 122 

2>15 174 

20,617 l 5,2t-".2 

-
00,lll 11,00;; . 

Number of persons. 

Under trial, Died, 
locludlog Acquitted 

escaped 
Brought pending or Convicted. or trans- Remain log 
to trial.· from dlechargcd. ferrcd to under trial. 

previous another 
year. province. 

( 6 6 7 8 II 

.. .. .. . . .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. .. 
bO:l 5,~!l~ 3,110 1,501 1 J,JQ6 

0 10 5 5 .. .. 

6·10 1,23!) 415 603 1 160 

liO 292 106 115 1 70 

12 27 7 13 .. 7 

2 2 .. 2 .. .. 
37 43 16 21 .. s -

152 200 115 113 .. 32 

I\ 31 11 13 .. 7 

25() 6i2 2:12 190 7 237 

4 G r. l .. .. 
3,lfl:l 7,o;,o 5,GHI l,O-i7 .. l,20>\ 

G:la l,~;,~:I J,:!Hl 2JK .. 200 

l,lllO 3,>;14 :s,1;a 300 .. 265 

251 Gi2 P·•,i e.(l .. 09 

~~ 35 7 10 1 8 

r. 8 3 .. .. 5 

3,055 0,fiOO 0,030 1,076 4 2,000 

40 127 SS 12 .. 27 

4i 190 103 41 1 54 

llO 210 149 36 .. 25 

420 630 451 72 1 115 

437 !\27 34(> 327 3 1&2 

3:;3 G60 430 40 .. I'll 

2J 66 36 7 .. 1:1 

1,507 3,66i 2,~7 331 3 606 

3,212 7,594 6,ll5 1,106 6 1,307 

3K 85 50 18 11 .. 
.. .. .. .. .. .. 

426 1\67 720 36 1 101 

121 236 180 41 16 .. 
liO 260 188 47 34 .. 

12,461 10,650 8,945 9,424 8 1,2!12 

31, 110 U7,ll49 40,HO 17,670 38 U,522 
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ANNUAL STATEMENT 3--(Criminal). 

General Resull8 of Trials of Criminal Oases in the Province of Assam in the year 1941. 

PCM!Ooft who•e ra•es were dlsro..ed of-

Number ' Penom 
CIMS of Tribunal. 

Number or pel'llOos Died, retnalnln11 of offence• under Committed c.ca['Cd under trial reported. 
trial. Dl!charged <'.onvlctcd. or or nt the encl 

or referred. translened of the year. 
acquitted. to another 

provlllce. 

1 2 3 • 6 6 7 8 

I.-MAOISTRATES. 

!\peclal Magistrates 11oder aecUon 14 .. .. 409 187 213 1 .. 8 

Subordinate Ma~tratce-

Honorary Magistrates sitting singly-

Second and Third Clnss .. .. . . 2,977 J,6()2 110; .. I 417 

FlrBt Cla119 .. .. .. . . 2,567 J,255 t\30 18 4 430 

SUpendlary Magt•tratoe sitting 1lngly-

Second and Third Class .. .. .. 6,259 4,0~ 037 . . .. 1,230 

FlrBt Class-

Under ordinary powcn .. .. .. 60,111 54,552 32,363 14,11'& 8-06 27 7,108 

Under 1pecl&I powers under SL-eUon 34 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 

Benches of :&!agt.tratn .. .. .. 577 337 06 .. .. 144 

District and I>lvl~lonal Mnglstratc~-Cases relened under 
aecUons :47 and 349 .. .. .. 

" 
.. .. .. .. . . 

Chief Ma11lstratca or dlRtrlcta-

Under ordinary powen .. .. .. 193 113 107 .. I 2 

Under 1peclal powers under section 34 .. .. " 
.. .. .. .. . . 

Totnl .. 60,11 1 67,534 30,070 17,2()!\ 01:; 33 9,348 

. 
. 

II.- COURTS OF SESSION. 

Assistant ludgns 237 ll5 Ill " 1 40 .. .. .. .. .. 
Judges and Addlllo1111l .Tudges 7&'l 310 310 15 4 134 .. .. . . .. 

Total 1 ,025 ~34 307 15 5 174 .. .. 

. 

m.- mon COURT GENERAL JURISDICTION. 

HIGH COUJl'r. 

Caseuomlng hefore the Court under ~ccllon 526, Or. P . 0. .. " 
.. .. .. .. . . 

Cases Co'llmitted under Act XIV or 1008 .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. 
Cases comm1t1.·d h>· the Prc•ltlt'nry llng1'tmtcs .. " .. .. .. . . .. .. 
Caaes commlttL'd under section 417, sub-section (2). Or. P. C. .. .. .. " .. .. " 

Cases referred by S~•IOM Judg1•s under section 307, JG 6 10 .. . . .. Cr. P.O. .. .. .. .. .. 
CIU!es rrl~rrcd by sc,«lons Jud~rs uudrr section SN. 4 .. 4 .. " " Cr. P.O. .. .. .. .. .. 

20 ti H .. .. .. 
Total .. .. 

-
60,111 M,5i0 40,110 1 i,070 11:10 3'- 9,522 

GIU:OID TOTAL .. 
--···---



. 

ANNUAL STATEMENT 4-(Criminal). 

Punishments inflicted in Cr-iminal Cases in the P1·ovince of Assam in the year 1941. 

Number of persons sentenced to- Total amount of lln-

Number 

ClaM of Tribunal. 
of Fine of-

persons Transpor· 
executed. tatlon or Imprison- Fine or Give Paid as 

Deatb. penal ment. forfeiture. WWpplng. security. Rupees Imposed. Realised. com pen-
Over satlon. servitude. 10 and Rs. 10. under. 

1 2 s ' 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 lS 

1.-MAOISTRATES. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Special :Magistrates under se<:tlon H •• .. .. .. .. 23 192 .. 3 
0

151 H l,HS 822 52 

8ubord1Mte Maglstrates-
Honorary Magistrate• • lttlng &lngly-

4 864 ;20 Second and Third Class .• .. .. .. .. .. .. lH 4,071 8,077 127 
First Cius .. .. .. .. .. .. 76 715 8 1 009 106 4,216 2,6H 434 

Stipendiary Magistrates sitting singly-
68 8 18 644 Second and Tblrd Class •• .. .. .. .. .. .. 204 7,822 4,3N 49,; 

First Cl~ 
3,301 9,686 5,598 Under ordinary powers •• .. .. .. .. 104 627 4,088 l ,Sll,510 l ,25,0i3 12,605 

Under special powers under section 34 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 
Benches of Magistrates . . . • • . .. .. .. .. 06 .. .. 60 27 596 492 20 
District and Divisional Magistrates-Cases referred 

under sections 34 7, 849 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Chief Magistrates of districts--

40 60 11 34 26 Under ordinary powers • • • • .. .. .. . . .. 3,097 1,198 .. 
Under speclal powen under section 84 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . . .. .. 

Total .. .. .. . . 3,602 12,461 107 642 7,1".25 4',636 2,10,730 l ,37,650 13,733 

II.-<;OURTS OF SESSION. 

Assistant Jud~es •• .. .. .. .. .. 73 1 .. l .. 1 500 . . .. 
;Judges and A dltlonal Judges .. .. . . .. 27 262 41 4 6 .. 41 2,160 400 . . 

Total .. .. . . 27 335 42 4 i .. 42 2,61,() 400 .. 

111.-BIOH COURT GENERAL 
J URISDICTION. 

llJOH COURT. 

Cases coming before tbe Court under section 626, 
Cr.P. C. .. .. .. •• .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Cases committed under Act X IV of 1908 
Cases committed hr t he Presidency Magistrates : : 

.. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 
Cases committed under section 447, 8Ub·sectlon (2), 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 
Cr.P. C. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . 

Cases referred by Sessions Judges under section 
307, Cr. P. C. . • . . . . .. .. i 3 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 

Cases referred by Sessions Judges under section 
SU,Cr.P.C. .. •• .. .. 3 l .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Total .. .. 3 8 :l .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . 
GRAND TOT.&.L .. .. 3 35 3,040 12,503 111 640 7,S-25 -l,6iS 2,13,300 l,3&,050 13, 733 

Number of persons sentenced to 
Imprisonment of-

Above Above Fifteen Hf teen six months Above 
days and days to to two two 

under. six 
months. yeara. years. 

14 15 16 17 

0 u . . .. 

.. 4 .. .. 
!:, 51 li .. 

11 57 .. .. 

373 2,207 811 .. .. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. .. 
.. .. .. . . 

9 16 15 . . .. .. . . . . 
410 2,349 &13 .. 

. . 13 6 54 
3 4~. M 157 

3 tll l10 211 

.. . . .. . . 

.. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . 

.. .. . . . . 

.. . . l z 

.. .. . . . . 

.. . . 1 2 

413 2,4!0 904 213 

-0 



11 

ANNUAL STATEMENT &--(Criminal). 

General Result8 of Appeals and Revisicms in the Province of Assam during the year 19.JJ. 

c Ian of '.J.'rlbunal. 

1 

APPEAIS, 

To Dlstrl~t 
Maglatrates 

Magistrates from Subordinate .. 
sslon from-To Courts oi Sc 

?dAglatratc 

Aaa!Jtsnt 
• .. 
Judges .. 

urta-To Superior Oo 

convicted-

.. 

.. 

.. 

By pefllODI 

.llaldstra <rr. p 
tca acthig under section 3f, 

.o. .. .. 
Sessions Jud11c1 .. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
rnmcnt from Judgments ot 
ttsl,scctlou 417 from all courts .. 

By Gove 
acqul 

Total .. 

l!.J:VJSION. 

ilatratea of order of Subordinate B 1 DI.strict Ma 
Maglatrat.ea .. .. .. 

Nion of order of lllaglatratca .. 81 Oourta of Sc 

By Blab Court 
aectlona 432 

(cases referred for orders under 
, 438) of order of Maglstratea .. 

BY Blab Oourt 
435) of orde 

(c&ICI dealt with under section 
rot-

S Maalatratc 

Courts of Scealon 

.. .. .. 
.. .. 

Total .. 

0RA1'D TOTAL .. 

Number of 
11ppellauts 

and Appeala 
applicants or 

for appUcatlona 
revision reJected. 

before the 
Courts. 

2 s 

543 129 

2,018 558 

17 7 

.. .. 
163 107 

.. .. 

2,741 706 

531 230 

1,776 379 

207 .. 

44 17 

387 10~ 

2,945 826 

5,686 1,622 

Number of persona. 

Died, 
Sent.once Otherwlae eacapod 

Sentence Sentence or or order altered. rcvened. die posed transrcrrod confirmed. of. to another 
province. 

4 5 6 7 8 

121 40 128 19 .. 

724 230 417 23 . . 
6 4 .. .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. 
7 6 9 .. .. 

.. .. .. .. .. 

858 289 554 42 .. 

122 2 9 127 .. 
773 3 4 404 .. . 

51 8 38 20 .. 

12 .. 1 1 .. 
72 14 22 12 .. 

1,030 27 74 673 .. 

1,888 316 628 616 .. 

Pending 
trial. 

0 

' 

106 

62 

.. 

.. 
34. 

.. 

202· 

35 

213 

81 

13 

73 

416 

617 



12 

A 

Criminal busineas coming before the High Court from the Province of Aaaam in 1941 . 

Remaining Filed in Disposed . Remaining 
Description of cases. at the close 

from 1940. 1941. of in 1941. of 1941. 

l 2 3 4 5 

ORIGINAL CRIMINAL Jun1sD10TJON. 

Seaaions Oases. 

Cases under eoction 526, Criminal Prococlure Code .. .. . . .. . . 
Uaaes committed under section 447, sub-section (2), Criminal 

Prococlure Code .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . . 
Cases committed under Act XIV of 1908 .. .. .. .. .. . . 

Total .. .. . . . . . . 

APPELLATE J URISOIC7.rl0N. 

Appeal..,, 

By persons convicted-

Magistrates acting under section 34, Criminal l>roccduro Code .. .. . . .. 
Sessions Judges .. .. .. . . 13 93 90 16 

By tho Provincial Government--

From judgments of acquittal of all Courts .. .. .. . . . . .. 
Total .. 13 93 90 16 

Rcf erences. 

Cases in which the Sessions Judge dissented from tho verdict 0£ a 
Jury and reforrod under section 307, Criminal Procedure Code 3 0 fl .. 

Cases in which sentences of death passed by tho Sessions J udgo 
were referrod for confirmation under section 374, Criminal 
Procedure Code, and soction 4 of Act XXII of 1860 .. l 3 4 .. 

Cases in which proceedings held against persons who cannot 
understand them wore referred for orders under section 341, 
Criminal Procedure Code .. .. .. . . . . . . .. 

Total .. 4 9 13 .. 

Revisions. 

Cases referred for revision by District Magistrates and Sossions 
13 Judges undor seotion 438, Criminal Procoduro Code •. 5 53 45 

Cased dealt with by the Court under soction 435, Criminal Pro· 
ccdure Code, and under section 15 of the Charter Act-

(1) Caae8 deoidod by Magistrates .. .. .. 2 17 13 6 

(2) Cases decided by Sessions Judges .. .. 13 103 95 21 

Cases undor seotions 105 and 476, Criminal Procedure Code .. .. . . . . .. 
Cases dealt with under section 526, Criminal Prococlure Code .• 2 15 16 1 

·--
Total .. 22 188 169 41 

Full Bench Roferonco .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . . 
Mieoellanoous orders in Court .. .. .. .. 3 3 . . 

Total .. .. 3 3 .. 
I 
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B 

Re..mlta b'I} di8tri<'t8 of all casu reported to the Courts in 1941. 

CMeSln Pcrsowt-
whlrh Other 

Offc~ complaint CIUICS Cil3t!I C38C8 
Dlvlslona. DIBtrlctl!. re po was dis- struck nr<Wpted brought Acquit-to the missed 

Oourta. under 'ec· Olf tlll 118 true. to trinl. ted or Con· 
lnl,e. dis- vlctMI. lion 203, ch!Ll'ge<l. Cr.P.Co<lc. 

1 2 3 "' 6 6 7 8 0 

Dlll?&Dll .. .. .. 1,466 r,31 11 ~ :1,26 1 2,0:11 2,7(>1 1,()00 

Goal para .. .. r.,wo 121 48 :l,072 2,r.lll:l 2,110:! 1,3'.ll 

Assam Valley 
Kamrop .• .. .. 8,763 :JOI 85 0,077 2,a20 3,lti-! 1,7117 .. 
Lakblmpur .. .. 6,335 Ci32 1,181 1,4()!{ 1,399 2,.t2:? !l,..ior. 

Nowgona .. .. 4,787 790 l(i I :1,412 2,r;;a 3,7'0,'{ ~:!(l 

Slbeagar . . .. .. 8,:!30 1,550 7 1 0,529 1,66\) &,!!~H 2,!)il 

Total .. 38,H7 4,227 1,603 211,392 10,1!>5 10.~1 11,019 

··{ Cacbar .. .. .. 3,312 490 43 2 ,-t l~> 1,76a 2,702 014 
Sutma Valley 

Sylhet .. .. .. 18,655 2,673 152 13,lb~ 10,1110 17,731:1 6,1 IO 

Tot.al .. 21,067 
, 

3,163 195 15,003 12,2U& 20,r.30 0,060 

GIU.MDTMAL .. 60,114 7,390 1,888 41,995 31,410 40, 110 17,679 

GllilD T<>Tilo l'O• 1040 .. 60,993 8,659 l,H6 43,530 30,856 10,1:!6 16,1113 



c 
Statem~t showing the number of witnesses in attendance, the time for which they attended, the number examined, and the amount paid aa expenaes of witnuaes in the 

Caurta oj Session and Court.a of MClflistrates in 1941. 

Courta of Seulon. Courta of ?ilaglatratea. 

Number of wltneuet dlacbaried- Number of witnesses dllchar&ed-
Dlvlalona. Dlltrlcts. Amount Total In Number paid al Total In Number 

Alter attendance. examined. After attendance. examined. On the On the On the the third expenses. On the On the On the the third ft.rat day. second day. third day. day. ft.rat day. second day. third day. day. 

1 2 8 ' 5 6 7 8 g 10 11 12 18 1' 15 

Rs. 

Darran11 .. .. 864 18 2 .. S8-l 223 1,102 4,333 1,853 222 24 5,932 5,246 

Goal para .. .. 896 108 H .. 5~ 844 1,613 4,365 1,453 482 59 6,SQI) 5,158 

Kamrop .. .. 561 99 41 .. ;01 384 1,788 6,112 1,906 582 234 8,834 6,976 
Auam 

918 617 3,231 6,915 2,417 Valley. Lakhlmpur .. .. 801 116 1 .. 274 18 9,62t 8,063 

Nowgong .. .. 391 67 11 .. 469 24i 498 8,768 1,343 784 227 6,072 4,617 

Slbaagar .. . .. 417 lSS 16 .. 566 360 1,196 7,856 8,006 1,177 124 12,163 8,526 

Total .. 2,930 541 115 .. S,586 2,176 9,428 33,349 11,478 S,421 686 48,934 SS,586 

{ Cacbar .. .. 264 42 1 .. 307 229 605 6,S8S 1,698 267 . . 8,298 6,008 
Surma 

Valley. Sylhet .. .. 1,111 2N 16 1 1,402 847 5,081 24,496 0,205 8,167 7g 86,047 27,058 

• Total .. 1,375 816 17 I 1,700 1,076 5,686 80,829 10,003 8,484 70 45,2'6 83,066 

GB..Um TOTil .. 4,305 857. 132 l 5,295 3,251 15,114 114,178 22,381 6,855 765 9-1.,170 71,652 

011..Um TOliL J'OB 1G40 •• 4,488 827 124 12 6,451 8,825 15,868 72,826 28,732 6,767 ·ass 104,210 77,435 

f>. G. l'reu.-1942·48-50960-150. 

Amount 
paid aa 

expenses. 

16 

Ra. 

8,286 

10,019 

8,96-1. 

16,005 

6,912 

9,918 

60,104 

2,418 

22,697 

25,118 

85,217 

84,660 

..... 
~ 
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