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Annual Report of the Department of Agriculture 
Assa1n, for the year I 940-41 

CHAPTER I 
General.-The activities of the Department of Agriculture, 

Assam, consisted of researches and investigations on various 
crops, demonstrations- including the cultivation of boro paddy 
under irrigation by power-pumps, seed distribution, improve­
ment of livestock, supervision of co-operative milk unions, and 
other allied activities. Researches on paddy were continued at 
the Paddy Experiment Stations at Titabar, Karimganj and 
Habiganj, and those on sugarcane at the Jorhat Experimental 
Station. Experiments on deciduous fruits were conducted at 
the Fruit Experiment Station at Shillong, while those on ci trus 
fruits were carried out at the Citrus Fruit Experiment Station, 
Burnihat. Our research stations evolved, upto 31st M arch 
19H, 117 improved strains of crops-44 of paddy, 21 of sugar­
cane and 52 of potato. This is an achievement of which we 
may reasonably feel proud. 

Marketing surveys were completed during the year, during 
which several marketing development schemes were in opera­
tion. 

During the year under report, the following five schemes, 
financed jointly by the Imperial Council of Agricultural R e­
search, India, and the Local Government, were functioning 
under this Department :-

( i) Sugarcane Research Scheme, 
(ii) Deep Water Paddy Research Scheme, 

(iii) Agricultural Marketing Survey, 
(iv) Citrus Fruit Research Scheme, and 
(v) Animal Nutrition Scheme. 

Detailed informa tion about them will be found elsewhere in 
this report. 

Demonstration and propaganda for the improvement of 
agriculturr and animal husbandry were continued as before. 
As a resul t of the propag.inda carried on by the Department 
102,691 ac.rcs of lanJ \\ere cultivated with improved -;trains 
of paddy, sugarcane, potato and jute, the corresponding 
acreage for 1939-40 being 100,560. 
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The Rural Uplift Campaign, launched in 1939-40, was 
·steadily gathering force. During the year under report, the 
campaign was being conducted at 34 centres-IS in the Surma 
Valley, 12 in the Lower Assam Valley and 7 in the Upper 
Assam Valley. A brief account of the activities in these centres 
will be found in Appendix I of the report. The campaign 
has by its unqualified success convinced even the sceptic of its 
utility. A definite awakening of a desire for better living is in 
evidence and the villagers are gradually realising that by self­
help and mutual co-operation alone can they improve their 
lot. J t may be noted in this connexion that 16 more centres 
are going to be started in 1941-42. 

2. Agricultural Condition of the Year.-Weather was general­
ly favourable for crops although droughts, insects and shortage 
of rainfall in certain districts caused some damage to autumn 
and winter rice crops. For jute and spring rice weather was 
on the whole favourable. For rabi crops, weather was not 
quite up to the mark due to drought. Report of some damage 
by insects was also received from almost all the districts. 

Cultivation of rice, jute, sugarcane and tea slightly increas­
ed during the year under report, while that of rape and mus­
tard decreased. 
. The average yield per acre of all crops showed a siight 
mcrease except that of rape and mustard as compared with the 
outturns of previous year. 

Prices of agricultural pro<lucc, except raw sugar (gur), 
showed a tendency to a gradual rise due to war. The statement 
below shows t11e wholesale price of rice, raw sugar (gur), jute 
and potato per maund of 40 seers, in the important markets of 
Assam during the year 1940-41. 

-
l 

Commodities 
·ci 

..d 0: 0: .. 
~ 'C' tlO .. 

~ ~ "" .§ 0: C'! c 0. 0 
..d ::s tlO .!!!' ~ .. -; :j .. 

~ .0 0: 0 0: .0 :.c: ~ Q 0 0: C!> C!> z :I! r.ll 

Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. 'Is. a. Rs. a. Rs. a. 
l, Rice-

Winter rice un- 2 4 
husked. 

2 6 2 s 2 12 

Wiater rice 4 9 
liuskcd. 

4 6 4 5 4U 

l'\utumo rice uo- 2 1 2 10 2 9 2 \~ 
husked. 

4 13 l Auhh-:::,:.\'." \ 4 6 1 4 " 6 

2. Raw Sugar-
(Gur) .. s 7 5 12 s 7 6 3 

3. {,ute . . • . .. . . 
4. otato . . i 8 :; 8 5 0 

% If 



Graded Eggs ready for sale at Burrabazar, Shillong. 
Photo by L. K. Handique. 

Graded Orange ready for despatch to Calcutta. 
Photo by L. K. Handiquc. 
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Soya Bean grown at the Sylhet Farm. 
(Photo by R. C. Woodford). 
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CHAPTER II 

EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCHES 

3. Paddy.-Experiments and researches on paddy were 
conducted, as before, in the Karimganj, Titabar and Habiganj 
Farms. 

The experimental work on paddy at the Karimganj Farm 
c~:msisted of (A) pure line selection, (B) cross-breeding, (C) va­
rietal trials, (D) cultural experiments, (E) genetical investiga­
tions and (F) miscellaneous experiments. 

(A) Pure-line Selection.-Besides 8 different types of paddy 
received during the year, there were 1,033 types under observa­
tion. 

(B) Cross Breeding.-Last year two hybrids, Ar.C.614-25b and 
S.C. 412-56, were handed over to the farm for field scale trial. 
Ar. C. 614-25 b gave the best yield amongst the asra types 
this year. Some more hybrids, viz., S.C. 40-34, S.C. 1177-36 
and S.C. 1177-37, were found to be very promising. 

One very early asra hybrid, Ar.C. 546-132 a, has been re­
commended for distribution outside. 

(C) (i) Varietal trials.- There were altogether 85 types under 
comparison. Some asra types, viz., Ar. 143-4 and Ar. 127, were 
found superior to our standard. 

(ii) Trial of recommended vs. Local types.-In aus, As. 2 
and As. 46 were found significant over the local. In sail, 
S.C. 94-47, S. 22, S. 156 and S .C. 54-60 were found superior 
to the local. In asra all gave identical yields. 

(D) Cultural experiments.-(i) Three factors complex experi­
ment with four dates of planting, four ages of seedlings and 3 
numbers of seedlings was conducted for the last three years. 
Details of the experiment will be found in Appendix II. 

(ii) Ploughing experiments.-All the treatments gave almost 
identical yields, but it was observed that the yield increased 
along with the increase in number of plGughings. 

(E) Genetical investigations.-Inheritancc of characters, such 
as, size of grains, height of plants, number of tillers, length of 
panicles, colour of plants, colour of apiculus, colour of stigma 
and aroma, were studied in F1, F2 and F3 generations. 

(F) Miscellaneous experiments-(i) Seed testing.-AJI farm seeds 
which were to be sent outside were tested and germination per­
centage was found to be satisfactory. 



(ii) Cooking t~st.-In th~ Jorhat Laboratory, cooking tests 
\\ere done with 1' 3 generations. 

(iii) QJwutitntivc charnclas.- Quantitative cl.1aractcrs, such 
as flowering dates, height of plants, number of ullcrs, number 
or' false and full grains, weight of grains and lc~1gth ancl breadth 
of grains, of 50 types of aus and 6U types <?f sail wcr~ rccorde~ 
according to the suggestion of the Imperial Council of Agn­
cuJtural Rcsear h, India. 

The experimental work on paddy was c~ntinucd in .the 
Titahar Farm mainly under (a) pure lme selec tion, (b) vant,tl 
trials, (c) cross breeding, (d) cultural experiments and. (e) mis­
cellaneous experiments. The classes of paddy dealt with were 
ahu and sali. 

(a) Pure-line Selection.- Besides 78 new t} pes of paddy re­
ceived during the year , there were 1,012 types under observa­
tion. 

(b) Varietal Trials.-· There \\Cre altogether 146 types un­
der comparison, of which 79 types were in olzu and 67 in sali. AH 
the comparison experiments in aim were badly damaged b} rice 
bugs and hence no definite conclusions could be drawn from the 
experirnents conducted. All these experiments will be repeat­
ed next year. The final varietal trial in aim with :; types were 
conducted a t the Kokilamukh Farm and from the analysis of the 
results it was seen that the hybrid A.C. ~n3-ll, a cross bct\\CCn 
As. 86 Rangaduria and As. l'acca (No.6- typc), with white 
kernel was found to be very promising. This type has been 
~anded over to the farm at Kokilamukh for multiplication of 
;)t:eds for distribution. 

In sali the hybrid S.C. 308/372 , a cross between Lakhi­
joha and L a tamaguri , which was recommended for fi eld scale 
trial last :car, proved very promising and seeds were di:stributcd 
ju the Assam Vallry this year. Two other hybrids of the same 
parents, namely, S.C.308-51 and S.C. 308-210 were also found 
to be \'cry promising and they were recom~enclcd for field 
1>calc trial in the farm. 

Trial of Recommended vs. Local Types.- A trial with the 
f)est local va1 icties against 10 recommended varieties was con­
du~ted. ~11 .the recommended varieties, except two, proved 
their supenonty over the two local types . 

. (c) Cross-breeding i~1o rk.-Therc were altogether 229 fixed hv­
bnds under .obs~rvatio1~ a~cl study. Inheritance of characters, 
such ~~s, h) bnd '~gour, tiJlcrmg habit, height of plants, number 
of g:ams p<.:1 pamcl.e, c.olour of inncr-glume, kernel colour and 
earliness were studied m F 1 and F2 generations. Some new 
crosses were also made both in ahu and in sali. 
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(d) Cultural Experimrnls. - (i) A rnnfouridcd cultural experiment 
with 3 factors (spacing, seedling numb<'r and arc of seedlings) 
was conductccl for the third year. Seedlings of6 we<·ks age gave 
higher }icld titan those of 4 weeks. The highu.~ yield was ob­
tained with closer spacing, namely, 6". Yield of paddy also 
increased along with increase in number of seedlings . Four 
seedlings per bunch gave higher omturn than with one or two 
seedlings per bunch. 

(ii) A new confounded experimcnl with thrc<' factors (va­
riety, spacing and seedling number) wa., conductc· I in the year 
under report. Out of the three varieties tak( n, S. L. 70 (a) 
Ahomsali gave the best result and next came S.113 Latamaguri. 
4" and 6" spacing ga\'e almost iclenllcal yields and 9" spacing 
gave the poorest outtum. ,i seedlings per bunch gave the best 
outturn and 2 seedlings g<lve the worst. 6 secdlin~~:; gave inter­
mediate results. 

(iii) An experiment was conducted to find out the optimum 
water level required for salz paddy during the season. There 
were two varieties and 4 levels of water, O", Y', 6" and 9". 
The average effect of variety B Bengalijoha) W<\S significantly 
greater than that of variety A (All< msali ). Among the levels, 
the effect of zero level (moist) was found to be significantly 
greater than that of the rest which did not diITer among them­
selves significantly. 

(iv) An experiment was conducted to find out the best time 
of maturity and milling qualities of paddy harvested at four di­
fferent dates. All the varjetics showed poor outturn when 
harvested at 4 weeks after flowering and the yields gradually 
increased and gave the highest outtnrn when hruvcstccl at 7 
weeks after flowering. The finer varieties had better milling 
percentage. 

(v) An experiment was conducted to find out th<' best seed 
rate in sali paddy which a lso would prove the cffrct of weak and 
strong seedlings. Although no significant dificrrn< c bclween the 
yields from plots grown with diffrr<'nt strengths of seedlings or 
seed rates was obtained, it was found that the <>eed rate of 4 
mds. per acre was bclter than 6, 8 or J 0 mds. seed rate per 
acre. 

(vi) An experiment was conducted to find out the effect of 
shallow and deep ploughing in sali paddy. No significant cliff. 
erence between the yields was obtained. The experiment will be 
repeated next year. 

(vii) Late Transplanting in Sali.-Si"\. recommended types 
were grown late to study the eflect of late transplanting on 
yield and to find out desirable types which would do moderately 
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well even when transplanting is done very late by the middle of 
September. The variety Latisail proved to be the. best: Lata­
maguri, Bcngalijoha and Laudumra were almost identical but 
gave better yields than the rest. 

(e) }vfiscetlaneous l!.xperiments.-(i) All farm seeds whic.h w~re 
to be sent outside were tested every fortnight and germination 
percentage was found to be satisfactory. 

(ii) QJlantitatiue characters.- Quantitative ch.aracters, such 
as, flowering dates, height of plants, number of tillers, number 
of false and full grains, weight of grains and size and shape of 
grains, etc., of 238 types were recorded according to the Sche­
dule of the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

At the Deep Water Paddy R esearch Station at Habiganj 
(partly financed by the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Resc~m:h ) work is carried on for the improvement of deep 
water amon and boro paddies. Three improved strains each 
of amon and boro have been given out from this farm and re­
commendations have also been made regarding cultural prob­
lems. These have recently been published in a departmental 
bulletin for circulation. 

During the year under report, qualitative and quantitative 
characters of 470 cultures in amon and 405 in boro were studied 
in the observation plots. 

During the year under report, varietal trials included 48 
types in amon and 58 in boro. The results showed that the two 
recommended types in amon, A. 192 Laki and A. 38-13 
Gowai, were quite outstanding being not yet surpassed by any 
o~her type. It was observed that A. 185 Laki was equal in 
yield to the recommended Laki with the additional advantage 
of its bci:ig better in quality and flood-resistance. The type 
A.185 will , th.eref<;>re, be grown for seed next y ar and will be 
passed as llab1ganJ A~an No. 4. Some morC' promising types 
have also been noticed m both amon and boro which will be 
included in the final varietal tria ls next year. ' 

. ~lcven cu!tural expe~iments were cond ucted at the Habi­
ganJ Farm .. 1 he conclusive results obtained from some of them 
are sum mansccl below : -

(i) Tl b 1c est seed rate this year for the dry-sowing of 
'.imon was 105 lbs. per acre. This indicates that 
ma yea! when adequate rainfall does not follow 
clry-so~rng, ?- seed rate higher than the normal 
one brmgs higher yield. 
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(ii) As found in the last year, the seed rate over 60 lbs. 
per acre could not produce any significant differ­
ence in the yield of the wet-sown amon crop. 
This simply justifies the previously recommended 
dose of 75 I bs. per acre for the wet-sowing of 
amon. 

(iii) For the dry-sowing of amon, four ploughings were 
statistically as good as eight ploughings although 
the yield for six ploughiugs was noticed to be at 
the top. In the wet-sowing, the number of 
p1oughings beyond six had failed to produce any 
beneficial effect on the yield. 

(iv) In the transplantation of boro, the ages or seedlings 
beyond four weeks could not increase the yield. 

(v) Resting boro seedlings for a pc:riod of three days could 
not produce any deleterious ellcct on the yield. 

An experiment to study the behaviour of amon p1ants of an 
early variety towards different depths and durations of submer­
gence was successfully conducted on the line followed last year. 
The four-week seedlings proved to be the worst. Thus the 
result confirmed the previous recommendation of six weeks as 
the minimum interval between the time of o;owing and the 
advent of flood. Moreover, the submergence under six inches 
of water was found to be the least injurious for almost all ages . 
The evils of submergence also manifested in an increasing mea­
sure with every increase in its duration from four to twelve days. 

Boro paddies of the Surma Valley have been classified into 
fourteen popular groups and sub-groups on the basis of their 
important botanical characters. The variability in some of the 
quantitative characters, such as, length and breadth of paddy 
and rice, weight per 1000 grains of paddy, height and number 
of tillers per plant, length and number of grains per panicle and 
sterility percentage of grains, was also studied for each group 
and sub-group. 

The relationship of height, length of panicle and number 
of grains per panicle with yield of boro paddy was studied in a 
pure line. 

The studies on anthesis were taken up in three boro cultures. 
The blooming of flower buds was noticed to start at 8 A.M. It 
was most vigorous at 10 or ll A.M., after which there was a 
rapid fall. The operation continued even up to 4 P.M. on 
cloudy or rainy days. 
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The selection of homm~ygous types with special attention ~o 
qu 1 lity allCl yield from seven crosses between aur and boro m 
F ·mcl F - was continued. fhe crosses between Rata and 
P~a;a<lbhog and between Rata and Vijoysail were studied in 
the F generation. Three new crosses have also been made bet­
ween boro and Tupa, boro an<l Bashful and between Tupa and 
Bashful. 

4. Sugarcane.--The Sugarcane Research Secti<?n of th.e 
J orhat Farm, which is finance l partly by the Imperial C'lu~c1I 
of Agricultural Research, was in its seventh year of working. 
A detailed account of the co-ordinated resea1 ch work on sugar­
cane at the Jorhat Farm will be found in the Annual Report. of 
the Sugarcan<' Research Station, at Jorhat for 1940-41, wluch 
is issued as a separate publication. 

The work on sugarcane '" ·1s mainly under chemical contr?l 
an<l consisted of (1) studies of new Coimbatore canes, both m 
the nursery and observation plots, including periodical analysis 
of juice, and f2) varietal and mauurial experiments, both in 
plant and ratoon canes. 

The total annual rainfall at the station was deficient, being 
only 67·54" compared with the no rmal of 83-<>2". The rainfall 
was only l 61" in April as against the normal of 7· 12". This 
unusually low ra infall arfected the germination of cane which 
had a considerable effect in reducing the average outturn of 
plant canes. 

There were eleven vanet1c s in the nursery plots and 38 
varieties (including the standard cane, Poj.2714) in the observa­
tion plots. On the basis of the promising behaviour in the 
observation plots in 1940-4 l and also in the previous years, 
Co.446, Co.449, Co.540, Co.527 and Co.349 have been selected 
for the semi-final experiment jn the next year, 1941-42. 

. In the final varietal experiment (normal ripening group) 
m plant canes, Co.419 once again gave the highest yield (34·52 
tons per acre) followed by Co J.l (31· 12 tons per acre). Co.408 
and Co.4l 3 also gave satisfactory yields. Co.419 and Co.408 
have already bee~ distributed outside where they have been 
reported to do cimte well. In the final varietal experiment in 
ratoon canes of the same varieties, Co.J.l was the best (31«16 
tons pu acre) followed by Co tl <). H appears therefore that 
they are also ~ood ratooners. 

B?th Co.J. l and Co.413 have been retained for further 
study m the final varietal stage in 1941-42. 
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In the final varietal experiment in plant canes with medium 
ripening group, yields were not satisfactory. In the final 
varietal experiment in ratoon canes of the same varieties, Co. 
421 was the best. It has already been distributed outside where 
it has beeu reported to' do quite well. C.::o.418, Co.355 and 
Co.356 did not do wdl and have been retained for further study 
in the final varietal stage in 1941-42. 

In the semi-final varietal experiment in plant canes with 
eight varieties, including the standard cane Poj.271 11·, Poj. 
2878 X Co.290- Typc 4 was the best in yield followed by Poj. 
2878 ~ Co.290--Typc 15, Co.331 and Co.439. The ratoon 
canes of the same varieties in the other scmi-fin,11 experiment 
showed that Co .331 was the best in yield followed by Poj. 
2878 "< Co.290- Type 3 and Type t. Both Type 4 and Co.139 
lodged badly. Co.331 and Type 13 have been selected for the 
final varietal test in 1941-42. 

Green manuring experime11t with plant canes did not give 
encouraging results . The different green manure crops chosen 
for the experiment were, sunnhemp, dhaincha and cowpea. In 
the second green manuring experiment dealing with the residual 
effects of the same green manure crops applied to previous plant 
canes, dlzaincha gave the best yield followed by sunnhemp. Ex­
periments will be repeated for more confirmatory results in both 
plant an I ratoon canes. 

In the complete nutrient experiment in plant canes on the 
interaction of nitrogen, phosphat(' and potash at 3 Jcvcls each, 
nitrogen at all the levels gave highly significant increac;es in 
yields over no-nitrogen. Potash at all the levels also gave 
significant increases in yield over no-potash, but phosphate at 
dificrent levels did not produce any significant diftcrence. The 
quality of juice \\<ac; high and almost uniform under all treat­
ments. In the other complete nutrient experiment dealing 
with the residual effects on ratoon canes of the rnme llitrogenous 
phosphatic and potassic manures (at the same three levels each) 
and their interactions nitrogen a t all the levels gave significant 
increases in yields over no-nitrogen. The increases due to 
higher levels of potash over no-potash were significant. So also 
with the higher levels of phosphate. The quality of juice was 
almost uniform under all conditions. These experiments are 
being repeated for more confirmatory results. 

The manurial experiments in plant canes with organic man­
ures (3 levels;, inorganic manures (3 levels) and their comb­
inations, showed that so far as yields of cane were concerned 
organic manure was significantly better than inorganic manure 
in the higher dose, but thr clillcrcnce in the lowe1 dme was not 
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significant. The combination of <;>rganic and inorga!lic manu7e 
was not significantly ~ctter tha~ either of them appl~e~ ~lone .m 
the lower dose, but m the higher dose the comb~1!,1tton '\.as 
better than the inorganic manure applied alone. l he quality 
of juice was almost the same w.ith all treayncnts.. In the other 
manu1 ial experiments dealing with the res1cl~tal cfiects on rato~n 
canes of the same manurial treatments applied to plant ca1.1e · !n 
the previous year, organic manure was signifi.c::rn~ly supenor m 
yield of canes to inorga~ic manure both m ~he l.11gher an~ th.e 
lower dose. In the higher dose, the combmation wa!'t signi­
ficantly better than inorganic man\trc .applied alone: In the 
lower close, organic manure was significantly superior to the 
combination. These experiments arc being repeated for more 
confirmatory results. 

The Department has been distributing improved varietie 
of cane "'hich arc being increasingly used by the cultiv,itors. 
They are, however, slow to adopt improved manurial and cul­
tural methods. 

5. Potalo.-A fresh manurial experiment was taken up at 
the Upper Shillong Farm to test the effect of oilcake, compost, 
cowdung and bonemeal. The experiment was conducted in 
randomised blocks with six replications for each treatment. Al· 
though the ave1 age yield of the crop was poor, the results were 
highly satisfactory as they indicated that manuring for Shillong 
soil had great possibilities. It showed that for grO\\ ing potato 
organic m ;1nures were essential. It further showed that compost, 
proper ly prepared, was of better, or at least of equal value to 
cowdung. Bonemeal did not appear to be remunera.1ive. Bone· 
meal with compost, however, gave the best result but it is 
doub~ful if t~1c combined application would be pa;ing. The 
expcmncnt will be repeated in 1941-4·2 for conclusive result . 

. 6. Fmits.--:-Propagation of various acclimatised deciduous 
f~·u.1 ts was earned on, as usual, at the Fruit Experiment tation, 
Sh1llong, and 663 grafts of these fruits were issued from the 
n~rscry <luring the year under report. Grafting of apple was 
~11c<l on o_ne local stock . "Sohshur". (Pyrus Pashia), which is 
H!1n~une f1 om woo)ly aphis, the main pest of apples in these 
lulls. It proved quite successful. It will, however, take some 
seasons m?r? to draw any conclusion on the suitability of this 
stock. I~ ll is .a .suc~ess, it will be a great boon to the apple 
gi:owers m chmmatmg the root woolly aphis. During the 
wmter, more th~n 1,000 .grafts were made and it is expected 
that about UOO will be available for issue in 1941-12. 



No. I 
Khasi ornng-: budded on a promising stock No. 42 showing remarkable 

:i'-6" growth within a period of eleven months. 
(Photo by S. Dutta, Citrus Station, Burniha t). 

No. II 
Pudc!cd Valencia ora1.ge on stock No. 245, attainin~ a height of 2'-9" 

111 38 days. 
(Photo by .. Bhattacha1ya, Ci rus Station, Burnih1t). 
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Pyethrum Cinernriarjolium g1own at the Fruit Station, Shillong. Ench 
plant has al ou t 40 well-developed flowers. 

(Photo by H . K . Nandi). 
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Trials on canning and preservation of fruits were continued 
as before. Both glass jars and tin cans were used as containers . 
. \ bout 100 lbs. of guava j elly was prepared for trial sale to the 
public. 

Cinchona was tried and found tn he successful, but it 
proved to be very sensitive to frost attack. Observation on 
the growth of this plant will be continued. Pyrc·thrum 
(P. Ciueraraefoliurn) is growing very successfully here and ar­
rangements arc being made for its extension and distribution to 
the cultivators. D igifolis /mrpurea also is thriving at this 
station. 

The soil of this station is very poor in organic contents, 
which deficiency is partly supplied by the application of special­
ly prepared compost of pine needles in pits. The quality of 
this compost has been found to be quite good. More will be 
prepared next year so that each tree gets a regular application 
once in two years. 

Researches on citrus fruit> were being continued at the 
Citrus l~ruit Experiment Station, Burniha l. This station is 
financed partly by the Imperial Counci l of Agricultural Re­
search. An account of the progress of work in this station is 
published separately. 

7. Jmeci Pests .- The results of systematic roguing for the 
control of sugarcane borer pests were satisfactory, both in the 
Government agriculwral farms a<; well as in the cultivators, 
fields. 

The paddy hispa pest was controlled successfully 111 Jorhat 
and Sibsagar Subdivisions this ye.tr too by adopting the same 
operatior.s as in the last year. 

The rice weevil appeared in pretty big number in certain 
localities. It was ichecked timely by fumigating, hand-winnow­
ing, sunning and k lling all possible insects. 

The citrus borer and the citrus g rce11 bug were successfully 
tackled in various places. 

8. Plant Diseases.- There was a serious outbreak of foos 
rot disease of paddy at the Karimganj Farm. This wat 
controlled by roguing. . 

Puccinia Ma)'dis appeared a t the Upper Shillong Farm, a'.t~r 
a very long interval, on maize. The damage was very ncgltg1-
ble. 

There was a very serious outbreak of ErysijJhe Polygoni at 
the Kakilamukh Farm and in some other cultivators' plots on 
mung. The disease was controlled satisfac torily by spraying tlic 
affected crops with 1 % Bordeaux mixture. 
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The season for potato crop \\as very favou_rablc clurin_g_ this 
year. The extent of damage was only sporadic and_ ne?hg1blc. 

There was a heavy loss of mustard crop at J.~ak1lamukh 
due to blight disease. 

Some yellow orange trees were treated wj th a mixture of 
zinc sulphate IO lbs., lime 5 Jbs., blood ~I bu men ~ lb. and \\atcr 
100 galJons. The result was not conclusn e. 

A new disease of banana was noticed in difft~rcnt parb >f 
the Province. This was under investigation. 

Bud rot disease of areca palm seemed to be increasin~ in 
many places. Attempt was being macle to control them. 

A serious outbreak of coffee disease due to rust was report­
ed from Cherrapunjec. The parties were advised on control. 

Attempt was al<>o being made to control the betclvinc 
disc ases. 

Ru st disease of wheat was noticed at Kakilam ukh causin~ 
considerable loss in the cultivators' plots. 

One variety of cotton (Cambodia) suffered very badly at 
N<i katani. The climatic factor seemed to be re:;ponsiblc for 
thi s trouble. This was under investigation. 

The smut disease of sugarcane was totally controlled during 
the year. 

The percentage of attack due to various di<;cascs was appre­
ciably less than that of last year. 

CHAPTER III 

DEMONSTRATION 

9. General.- The main items of demonstration during the 
year, were:- -U) demonstration with improved varietie~ of 
paddy, sugarcane, jute and potato, (ii) manurial demonstrations 
with cowdung, oilcake, bonemeal and various chemical fertiliz­
ers,_ (iii) in~roduction of new crops, such as, groundnut, linseed, 
var~ous rabz crops and fodder crops, (iv) introduction of better 
~g~1cu~tural implements, ( v) cultivation of boro paddy under 
irn~at10n by means of power driven pumps and (ui) demons­
tration of control measures for checking insect pests, etc. 

A ve~y b1:ief .resume of the progress of work during the year 
under review is given below . 

. 10: Paddy.-:-As us~al_, the recommended varieties of paddy 
mamtamed their supcnonty over the local types. In the Surma 
Valle~, the best outlur~1s were obtained from Nagrasail, Latisa il, 
Duma1 133/6, Chengn, Murali 36130, Kaimurali, Sailbadal, 
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Kem.ail, Dhepisail, Hbj .. \mon I and 11, llbj. Boru I "'). C .. 
071 J 6, Ausjaria, and Kaclwlat. 0£ these, \fo~1·asail, h. .. crrsail, 
Kachalat, Hbj. Amon II and Latis<til gave an average increased 
outturn over the local \ arietics of 7t•7 lbs., 692 lb-;., s:rn lbs., 
633 lbs. and 479 lbs. respectively per acn:. In the Upper 
Assam Valle), Rangaduria proH·d to be the best of the 
recommended aim paddies, while in sali Pras.1dbhog, Laudn­
mra, Kanaimuluk, Badshabhog and Dhusari did quit.· \H•ll. 
Demonstrations \'\ere a lso conducted in the Upper .\ssarn Valley 
with a good number of asra and boro paddies. In the LO\\Cr 

Assam Valley, Kataktara, Rangaduria, Kaimmali and Prasad­
bhog did very well. Amon crop was not \'Cry successful in this 
valley, but the three Habi!{anj selections ga\'e better rc-;ults. 
During the year under report, improved strains of paddy covered 
an area of 58,115 acres of land out of the total acreage of 5.12.), 
943 under paddies of all kinds, that is, about l • l per c:ent. or the 
total area. The Department is alive to the need fo1 further 
extension of improved varieties. 

11. Boro Cultivation under frrigntio11.- Demonstrations of !he 
cultivation of boro paddy in precarious amon paddy Janel under 
irrigation by means of power driven pumps ''ere continued 
during the year under report, during which altogether 17 pumps 
were employed for the purpose. In the Surma Valley, with 
11 pumping setts and at a cost of about Rs.7,593 an area of 
782 acres was covered with b010 paddy from which an yield of 
about 23,·160 maunds of p<tddy was obtained. In the Lower 
Assam Valley, with the help of 4 pumps and at a cost of 
Rs.773 an yield of 1,029 maunds of paddy \\·as obtained from 
an area of 55 acres, while in the Upper Assam Valley 2 pumps 
irrigated an area of about 58 acres. In the Upper Assam 
\'alley, the outturn of paddy was very poor as the crop was 
severely damaged by storm and rain. 

12. Sugarcane .- During the y~ar under report, ] 2,965 acres 
of land were under improved varieties of sugarcane compared lo 
the total sugarcane acreage of 41,131, that is, 31 ·5 per­
cent. of the total area. The usual demonstrations 
with improved varieties of sugarcane, and improved gur and 
sugar making implements, etc., were continued all over the 
Province. Improved varieties of cane, such as, Co. 213, Co. 
290, Co. 313, Co. 419, Co. 408, Co. 421, Co. 361, Poj. 2878 and 
Poj. 2714, maintained their superiority over the local varieties. 
Durin~ the year under report, 580,230 i1:1'1provec~ ~ugarc~ne 
setts were distributed by the demonstration stafl for winch 
there was a "ery widespread demand. 



13. Pota/o.-Varietal and manuriaJ demonstrations were 
conducted with potatoes <tll over the l'rov~nce. In ·~uth !:iylh:t 
and Habigmtj, Shillong seeds gave an mcreased yield of 2J2 
lbs . and 1,890 lbs. respectively per .acre over the local sccc!s; 
while the Da1jec1ing variety gave an mcreased ou~lurn of 6JJ 
to 1,580 lbs. per acre. In the manurial clcmonslrat.10ns'. preserv­
ed < owclung and chemical manure~ proved their ut1hty. I_n 
the Lower Assam \'alley and Lpper .\ssam Valley also thc~e 
demonstrations proved quite successful. The ... legrce . of success 
attained in intr0ducing improved potatoes will be evident from 
the fact that about 42·2 per cent of the total area. under potato 
in Assam \Vas cultivated with improved strains d urmg 1910-11. 

14. Other Crops.-The Jute Propaganda Staff, m.tintained 
by the Indian Central Jute Committee, continued to carry on 
development \\ ork in the districts of Sylhet, Kamrup, Darrang, 
I\owgong and Goalpara. They distributed seeds of improved 
strains of jute and clemonstr.ltcd the correct methods of cxu·act­
ing and treating jute fibre. 

A large number of demonstrations were also carried out 
with linseed, mustard, pulses, tobacco, groundnut, vegeta­
bles, etc. 

15. Frui/s.-Cultivati011 and marketing of fruits were 
encouraged, as usual. During the year, a large number of 
grafts, seedlings, suckers, etc., of pineapple, orange, banana, 
litchi, papaya, etc., were issueJ to the cultivators by the 
demonstration slafl~ who a lso conducted a good number of 
demonstrations of grafting and pruning of fruit trees. Pine­
apple growers of the province are being helped to a considerable 
exte!1t by the reduction of freight over railways and steamer 
s~:v1ces obtained for pineapple. With a view to increase the faci­
lities for marketing Assam pineapples and oranges in Calcutta, 
~ marketing agency of this Department was established there 
m 193.8-39 which continued to help the growers in disposing 
of their produce without the intervention of middlemen. 
Grading C?f fruits was also done in this connection. During the 
year, frmts worth Rs.22,960-10-9 (gross) were disposed of 
through this agency. 

16. Manures.-Ouite a good number of demonstrations 
were conducted during the year" ith such fertilizers as oilcake, 
bon.emeal., niciphos, arnm~phos, · ammonium sulphate and 
sochum mtrate. Demonstrations were also carried out for the 
prcse.rvation of cow~lung, and preparation of compost and water­
hyacmth ash. Durmg the year, 976 manure pits were dug as 
scon:ipared to 693 of the previous year. A number of demon­
lrat1011s were also conducted on green manuring with dlzainclw, 
cowpea, sunnhcmp, etc. 
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17. lmplements.-T he usual demonstrations with improved 
implements and appliances, such as, Meston plough, Planet 
Junior hand hoc, power driven irrigation pump and sugarcane 
crusher, gur boiling pan, three roller sugarcane mill, ~1cGlashan 
furnace, etc., were continued. l'or the first time in the history 
of the Department, improved agricultural tools were made 
in Sylhet by a private individual with help from us. 

18. Hills.-Thc activities of the Department of .Agriculture 
in the hills consisted of terraced rice cultivation, making of dry 
terraces for other crops, improvement of jhums, extension of 
fruit and potato cultivation, introduction of new crops, etc. 
Efforts were also ma.de to introduce some practical methods for 
the prevention of soil erosion. 

CHAPTER IV 

SUPPLY OF SEEDS, PLANTS AI\'D l\1A'-rURES 

19. Supp(J1 of Steds, etc.-The Seed Depots at Jorhat, Gau­
hati and Sylhet continued to function during the year under 
report. Seeds, plan ts, manures, etc., were issued from the 
Depots for demonstration and sale. The statement below shows 
the quantities of seeds, etc., of paddy, potato, vegetables and 
sugarcane issued d uring the year. 

Xamc of seeds 
Quantity imrcd 

for Quantity sold Total 
demonstration 

I. Paddy srcd 1,7 50 mds. 6 srs. 215 mds. J srs. 1,995 mds. 10 srs. 

2. Potato seed 566 mch. 29 SI'S. 1,373 mds. 38 srs. l ,!MO mcls. 27 
sn. 

3. Vegetable seed 4,903 pkts. and 2<t.,911 pkts. and 29,81 J pkts. and 
29 srs. 19 srs. l md. B srs. 

4. Sugarcane setts 592, 720 setts. 3,000 setts. 59;), 720 S('tlS. 

The Seed Depots at Sylhct, Jorhat and Gauhati incurred a 
loss of Rs. l ,424-9-0, R s.626-3-0 and R s. 481.-13-0 respectively, 
during the year under report. Thus, the Department incurred 
a total loss of Rs.2 535-9-0 compared to a profit of Rs.1,228-1-0 
during the previo~s year. 'The profit in 1939-4,~ was, howev.er, 
due mainly to the return of two power-dnven pumpmg 
s~tts, valued at R s.2,376-8-0, to the Sylhet Seed Depot by 
hue-purchasers . 
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20. Gauhati Seed Depot.-The principal items of supply from 
the Gauhati Seed Depot were :- Paddy worth Rs ._2,.191, potato 
worth Rs.516, vegetable seeds worth Rs.1,85;,, _ sugar~ane 
setts worth Rs.~, 123, pineapple suckers . worth Rs.~2, vanous 
manures '" orth about P s. 233 and lmprovcd 1mplcmcnts 
to the value of Rs.2,:n3. I'he assets and liabilities o~ the 
Depot amounted iO Rs 13,641-3-0 and. Rs.1·1,129 respectively, 
resulting in a loss of Ks.484-13-0 durmg the year, compared 
to a loss of Rs. 72-8-:{ m 1939-4.0. 

21. ]or/tat Seed DejJot. - The main items or issue from the 
Jorhat Seed Depot were :- Paddy worth Rs.1 ,286, potato worth 

0

R.s.3,108, sugarcane setts worth Rs.1 ,050, vegetable seeds 
\\Orth Rs.1,517 and pineapple suckers worth Rs.728 . The 
assets and liabilities of the Depot amounted to Rs. 13,066-2-9 
and Rs.13,692-5-9 respectively, resulting in a loss of Rs.626-3-0 
during the year, compared to a profit of Rs.76-2-0 in 1939-10. 

22. S.vlhet Seed DejJot.-Thc principal items of supply from 
the 'ylhet Seed Depot were :-Paddy worth Rs.1,373, potato 
worth Rs.8:5:30, \'cgetable seeds worth Rs.1,560, manures worth 
Rs.1,099 and implements worth Rs.1,879. The assets and 
liabilities of the Dep 1t amounted to Rs.16,513-2-6 and 
Rs.17 ,9:H-ll-6 respectively, remlting in a loss of Rs.l, 12-1-9-0 
during the year, comp.·red to a profit of Rs.1,224-7-3. 

CHAPTER V 

ANIMAL HUSBA~DR Y 

2:~. Genera/.-The district staff of the Livestock Section 
consisted of 5 .\gricult ural Inspectors, Livestock, 5 Agricultural 
Demomtrators and 21 Stockmen. 

The activities of the Livestock Section consisted of the 
supply, breeding an.cl management of cattle, poultry, goats and 
sheep and procluct1on of fodder. These operatiom were con­
d!!ctecl th.rough the ~gcncy of Government Farms, Jail Dairies, 
\ _1llage Cattle Brr.edmg Centres, Notified Grazing Reserves, the 
Livestock Improvement .\ssociation of Assam Tea Estates 
:l\bniripal_iti<'s, the Livestock, Improvement cdntre ~t Digboi 
( t\~sam Oil C:0mpany) and through individuals interested in 
ammal husbandry. 

The demand for livestock improvement activities from 
a 1! parts ~>f the ~rovincc . continued to increase, people on the 
whole h~1ng q~11te conscious of the need for better breeding 
and rcarmg or livestock. 



Two year-old Harianas at the Aie River Forest Reserve.-Photo by R. C. Woodford. 
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At the end of the- year under report, the livestock owned 
by the Department numbered 190 cows, 344 bulls, 324 }Oung 
stock and cal.\ cs, l 5 buffaloes, 71 sheep, 114 goats and 386 
poultry, both m the Government Cattle Breeding Farms and 
outside. 
. 24. Government Cattle Breedin.~ Farms. -The Fresian grade 

diary herd of 22 Cows at the Upper Shillong Experimental 
Farm. averaged lactations of 8,609 lbs. per cow. The best 
lactation was made by "Fantasy" again with 12,490 lbs. There 
~1·e~e two other yields of over 12,000 lbs. r\n yield of 12,000 lbs. 
md1cates over 20 seers of milk daily for 10 months. 

The Khanapara and Sylhet Cattle Breeding Farms conti­
nued to breed pure Scinde and Scinde x Local grades. The 
best yi~ld from pure Scinde cow No.104 (Sukrity) was 5,156 lbs. 
~ ~ Scmde X Local cow No.102 (Khana) yielded 4,677 lbs. 
m a lactation . 

. The small cattle section of the Jorhat Experimental Farm 
continued to breed the gereral purpose "Jorhat Grey" type 
of cattle, derived from a Tharparkar x Maurangia cross, 
combining strong physique with good milking quality of about 
6 seers a day or 2,000 lbs. in a lactation. Bulls of this breed 
are particularly suited to the cattle of the professional graziers 
or khutiwallahs. 

On the 31st March 194L there were 117 cows, 15 bulls, 
15 buffaloes and 215 youngstock in Government Farms. 
During the year under report, 60 bulls, 33 cows and 16 
youngstock were sold, bringing the total issue and sale, from 
~le farms since the beginning of cattle improvement w?rk 
m 19.lO to 354 bulls 256 cows and 14·7 youngstock. Dunng 
the year, farm hulls' -erved 128 cows of the public, bringing 
the total of such services to 1,544 . 

. ~5. Jail Dairies a11d the Digboi Livestock Improvfmc~t Centre.­
Dames were maintained in the jails at Gauhat1, Tczpur, 
Jorha.t, Dibrugarh, Silchar, Sylhet and in ~~e Tezpur Mental 
Hospital. On 31st March, 1911, Jail D .uncs had SB cows, 7 
bu.Us, and 70 youngstock. Nearly all these cattle were pure 
Scmdes of high quality. During the ye~r,. 11 young bulls 
were supplied to Government Farm:., brmgmg the ~otal of 
such supplies from jails upto 53. 121 cow.s of the public were 
served by jail bulls during 1940-41, brmgmg the total of 
such services to 697. 

The Livestock Improvement Centre, Digboi, financed by 
the Assam Oil Company maintained 6 cows and 4, bulls on 
loan from the Governme~t, and had in addition 4 bulls and 
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19 youngstock of its own. These bulls served 136 cows ~luring 
the yea;. 'l\\O controlled grazing grou1~cls we~c organised by 
the ( .umpany. Distriuution of 1yot ( utt111hs of foJder grasses 
was also started . l'o11ltry urccdmg was also taken up there. 

26. Ge11ewl Cattlf B1eeding Operations . . The year oper~ed 
with 354 Government bulls for general service and closed \~th 
34.5, These bulls served l l,647 cows as recorded, compare~ with 
8,336 and 6,124 in the two preceding years. At least 2;> per 
cent of the services performed by the bulls could not be record­
ed. 7,314· calves, sired by Government bulls, were seen ~nd 
rccorcled, compared with 3,401 and 2,507 of the p1ecedmg 
two years. Many more births, estimated at about 30 per cent 
of the abovt:. figure, could not be recorded owing t~ ~ov~ment 
of cattle in the villages and grazing reserves and hm1tat1on of 
staff. 

The total number of cows served and calves sired by 
Government bulls, since the beginning of these operations 
came to 30,987 and 14,193 respectively, plus the unrecorded 
s<'rvices and births. 4, 770 castrations of weedy bulls were 
reported to have been done in the neighbourhood of Govern­
ment bulls stationed in the different centres, with the help of 
the V cterinary Department. . 

27. Village Breeding Areas .-Of the 34~» bulls mentioned m 
the preceding paragraph, 229 were concentrated in groups in 
Village Breeding Areas under Stockmen. The bulls were 
placed in charge of cultivators willing to maintain them and 
a maintenance allowance, varying from Rs.2 to Rs.5 per month, 
was paid to the bull-keepers by the Department. Stockmcn 
also placed he-goats and cockerels i1, the selected areas. The 
size of village bulls is worth noti11g. Local cattle have an 
average heiQ;ht behind the hump of 33 to 36 inches for cows 
and 36 to 40 inches for bullocks. Breeding bulls must not, 
therefore, be too big as very big bulls serve less cows the cows 
have trouble in calving, and the big calves canno~ thrive on 
the lo~al food supply. For local village cattle we aim at 
supplymg bulls wh1ch are about 44 inches high behind the 
hump at :. teeth of age and 48 inche'i at full growth. 

Records of average weight of calves at about 7 days of 
age shew that the local calves have an average live weight of 
1B to 23 lbs .. while calves sired by Government bulls average 
29 to 35 lbs. 

28. Notified Grazing Reserues.- The total area of these 
reserves is about 40,000 acres. The reserves contained about 
11,30~ heads of asc;essed cattle during the year under report. 
As ammals under 2 years of a~e are not assessed about 50 per 
cent should be added to arnve at the total. ' 
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There were 41 Government bulls in these reserves during 
the year under report and they served 863 cows as recorded. 
As the buJls nm with herds, many services could not be record­
ed. 661 calves were recorded as sired by Government bulls ; 
and 382 castrations and 1,136 vaccinations against rinderpest 
we.re done wi.th the help of the Veterinary Department. 1,156 
arumals of improved breed were actually counted in the 
reserves. 

Recorded number of cows served and calves sired by 
Government bulls in these reserves from 1931 upto the 31st 
March 1941, totalled 5,503 and 2,128 respectively. These 
do not include many unrecorded services and births. 

29. The Livestock Improvement As.wciation of Assam.-This 
Association completed its fourth year in D ecember 1940. Its 
funds are now nearly exhausted, but during its life it has 
done good work. Duri1 g the year ending 31st December 1910 
the Subdivisional Bra nches controlled 253 breeding bulls -
109 purchased, 39 donated and 105 registered. These bulls 
served 3,055 cows and sired 1,424 calves according to the 
records kept. 

30. Activities in Ru ral Dplift Centres and Excluded Areas.­
Breeding bulls, he-goats, poultry and fodder were supplied to 
the Rural uplift Centres. V\' here possible, Village Breeding 
Areas of the Livestock Section were located near Rural Uplift 
~entres. Many la ntern lectures on animal husbandry were 
given in these centres. 

. 3 cows and 8 sheep were supplied to . the D eputy Comn;is­
sioner, Naga Hills, from the Upper Shillong rarm for tnal. 
In the North Cachar Hills Rhode Island Red and Wlute 
Leghorn poultry were suppli~d for schools an? 10 stud goat s, 
purchased from Sitamari, were supplied for villagers. 

31. Cattle Improvement in Tea Estates.- There were 54 Gov­
ernment bulls on loan in tea estates, <luring the year. 4 bulls 
were sold in addition bringing the total number ~f bulls sold 
to tea estates to 65. Many mt>re estates have applied for .bu.Is. 
The Panitola Tea Gardens Cattle Improvement Associat10n 
maintained 31 bulls in 13 estates. Similar Associations were 
formed at Namdong (Margherita), Doom Dooma, Amguri and 
Balem. 

. 32. C:o-opm1tiz•e f\I ill Su/J/1[y.--Tht. G ,1t1l!a Ii Co-opera t i.ve 
Milk Societies Lni1n1 1 ontinucd Lo hn11t1on attsfactonly 
and dealt with about 3A ma.uncls of milk daily. It earned 
a profit of Rs.310 for the -year 1939-40. 
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33. Poultry.-SmaJl flocks of p<~ultry \':<'re maintained at 
the Govt·rnmcnt Farms at Upper Slullong, Kha.napara, Jorl_1at 
and Titabar, totalling l 7:i. in all. Coc~crc:ls and hatrhmg 
eggs were distributed to village area~, mamly fr01:n the Upper 
Shillong Farm. An increase in the number.of birds for issue 
is desirable and for this purpose the flocks rn the fa~rns must 
be increased. The Rhode Island Red breed and its crosses 
are most popular with villagers. 

Duck breeding with types of local ducks was. contin~ed at 
Pukra, near Habiganj. Good results we:e obtam~d with two 
types called the White Breasted Nageswan and the Sylhet Mete, 
from which individual egg yields up to 15 7 and 155 eggs per 
year were obtained respectively. 

34. Goats and Sheep .-The flock of goats maintained ~t the 
Khanapara Farm were increased to 53, using Jamnapurt and 
local crosses. 8 males were issued for breeding. 27 he-goats 
were purchased from the Sitamari Mela in Bihar and \\ere 
distributed in vilJages. At the end of the year there were 
54 Government he-goats in the districts, which served 3,031 
she-goats and 2,692 o!fsprings were recorded. 

A flock of 71 Bikanir sheep was maintainec.l at the Upp~r 
ShilJong Farm. The average wool yield was • lbs. 8 oi. m 
adult rams and 3 lbs. 15 oz. in adult ewes. :>S sheep were 
sold or issued, bringing the total of sale and issue since the 
beginning of this work up to 192 . 

35. Bujfaloes.-Tria]s with Murrah bu[falocs (imported 
from the Punjab) along with local buffaloes during the p~st 
few years have shewn that local buffaloes can yield more milk 
than w.as expected under good management. Local buffa~oes 
have yielded upto 4,000 lbs. in a lactation with a daily yield 
of 7 seers, which nearly equals the yield of the Murrah 
buffal?es . I~ has, therefore, been decided that any buffalo 
breeding which may be done in future will be done with local 
buffaloes. One important reason for the low milking capacity 
of loc<l:l buffaloes is that buffaloes are not stall-fed or properly 
domesticated ; they have to rely almost entirely on grazing. 

36. F_odder and 9razing.-_ 3ll fodder growing demonstrati?ns 
were earned . out with Napier grass and Guinea grass for high 
land, an? With Para grass (Mauritius grass), wild rice (Assa· 
mese-Undal, "Bengali-Jhora) and Keja for marshy and low 
land. Ab_ont 100,000 root-cut tings \\<'re distributed. Para 
grass promises to spread Llst. 23 demonstration silo pits were 
made· Cowpea and Soya bean \\ere also clcmon:;tratcd as 
fodder crops. 
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37. Cattle Nutrition Scheme. -Experiments under this scheme 
tould not be started during the yc..a.r under report as the 
Physiological Chemist could not be appointed (through the 
Federal Public Service Commission) earlier than April 1941. 

CHAPT~R VI 
FINANCE 

38. Receipts and E~penditwe of the D f'partment.-The net ex­
penditure incurred during the year 1940-41 and the two pre­
vious years is shown below: -

1938-39 l939-40 J'JiO-U 

---- ---- ----
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Expenditure 4,58.685 5,00,172 5,90,138 

Receipts .. 58,951 58,2-l9 59,270 

i'ict fapendtture .. 3,99,734 4,U,923 5,30,868 

------ - --
. 39. Financial position of the Farms aud Seed Depots.-Thc. foJlow­
ing statements show the actual financial position of the various 
experimental stations run by the Department and also of the 
three seed depots during the year under report:-

(a) 
-

I Receipts, includ­
ing value of 

' farm produce 
and •tock in Recurring cx-

Name of the Station 

--
I. Jorhat Experimental Station 

2· Titabar Paddy Experiment Station 
I 

3. Kari!D&aaj Paddy Experiment Sta- I 
Uon. 

4. Upper Shillong Farm .• 

S, Khanapara Cattle Breeding Fann .. 

6· Sylbc:1 Cattle llra:ding J•arm 

hand and also penditure 
free supply to 
exhibitions and

1 
other farms 

RI. a. P• 

2,02-l 5 9 

291 14 3 

R1. a. P· 

15,019 15 0 

7,20l 10 3 

3,199 10 3 ; 11,274 4 0 

10,061 7 6 18,655 II 3 

Net expcndi­
t ure 

Rs. a. p. 

12,995 9 3 

6,909 12 0 

7,774 9 9 

9,H3 5 3 

8, 594 3 9 

· ~. '189 9 3 
I 

1• l>biUuiig Fruit ExperimeUl St.uion I 

16,494 3 9 25, 737 19 0 

7,1!77 5 6 I 211,1166 t• 9 

708 :_:.L __ 2,92l! 9 3 . 
2,214 9 0 
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(b) 

Name of the Seed J>epot A >>Cl> Liabilities Loss 

~, I I I 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

1. Gauhati Seed Depot ... 13,644 3 0 14,129 0 0 484 13 0 

2. Jorhat Seed Depot 13,066 2 9 13,692 5 9 626 3 0 

3. Sylhet Seed Depot 16,5 l3 2 6 17,937 lJ 6 1,424 9 0 

CHAPTER VII 

MISCELLANEOUS 

40. Auricultwal Education. - During the year under report no 
stipend w~s awarded for studying agriculture or animal hus­
bandry. Of the 4 old stipendiaries of this Department at the 
Agricultural Institute, Allahabad, two passed the final B.Sc. 
examination in March 1941. Thus, at the close of the year 
there were two stipLndiarics at the Agricultural Institute, all of 
whom were studying agriculture. The Agricultural Training 
Classes at Sylhet and Jorhat continued to function satisfactorily 
during the year, with the fifth batch of students in each. 

41. School Gardening.- Gardening in schools, introduced 
with a view to impart an agricultural bias to young boy!. and 
girls, was continued during the year under report. It made 
satisfactory progress in the Surma Valley, where seeds, 
seedlings, etc., of vegetables were supplied to 77 schools. 
In the Lower Assam Valley, the work continued in 63 
schools. In the Upper Assam Valley, however, it did not 
make any progress although the demonstration staff did their 
best to popularise this work. Seeds, etc., of vegetables were 
supplied to 11> schools in this valley. 

42. Agricultural Propaganda, Exhibition, etc.-During the year 
und.e~ ~eport, the Department participated in a good number of 
cxh1b_1hons an.cl shows of which the following three may be 
n:i~nt1oned-(i) Hill mrn's Exhibition at Lakhipur, Cachar, 
(u) All Assam Muslim Students' Conferencr al North Lakhim­
pur and (iii ) Lachi~ Mela al Jhan11 in Sibsagar. The Agncul­
lural lnspcct?rs clchvcrcd quile a large numl>cr of lantern lec­
tures on the improvement of agricullurc and animal husbandry, 
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in addition to tendering advice to small groups of cultivators as 
opportunity occurred. The Livestock Sccfrm delivered 26 such 
lectures. 

Attempts were also continued during the year for organising 
agricultural associations all over the Province and our efforts 
met with considerable success. The Livestock Improvement 
Association of Assam also continued to function during the year. 

43. Agricultural Publications. - The following publications 
were issued during the year 1940-41 :-
Smal Name of the publication Remark, 
~o. 

I. Tree Fodder (Assamese and Bulletin No.9 
Bengali). 

2. Aquatic Grasses and Rc<'ds 
for use as Cattle Fodder. 

3. Annual Report of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture, Assam 
(in Bengali and Assamese). 

4. Propagation of Fruit Trees by 
Budding and Grafting 

5. Cultivated Fodder Crops and 
GraS-Ses suitable for Assam 
(in Bengali). 

6. Compost Making in Assam ... 

7. Improved Methods of Paddy 
(Aus and Sali) Cultivation in 
Assam 

8. Possibilities ,,f Green Manur­
ing in Assam (in English, 
Bengali and Khasi). 

9. A Review of Agricultura l Ex­
periments in boro and aman 
conducted in the Habiganj 
Farm. 

10. Green Manuring of SugarC<J ne 
in Assam. 

11. Report on the Marketing of 
Rice in Assam. 

12. Sunnhcmp Green Manuring 

13. Citrus Green Bugs 

14. Preparing Turmeric for Market 

,, " 10 

" 
,, 11 

Rulletin No. 14 

" " 
15 

" 
,, 16 

,, ,, 17 

" 
,, J8 

,, ,, 19 

" " 
21 

" 
,, 23 

Leaflet ,, 42 

" 
,, 43 

,. " 
44 
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Serial Name of the publication 

No. 

15. Crop R otation Leailet 

16. Rural Uplift Series No.I ,, 

17. H ow to Keer Improvt"d Paddy ,, 
Varicucs Pure and Storr 
Seed Paddy. 

18. Analysis of Principal Ma nu- " res and Fertilizers. 

19. Crop anchoring on soil en vi- " roned by the surrounding 
atmosphere. 

20. Terraced Cultivation a nd " Planting o f Pollard Trees. 

21. Planting of Fruit Trees in the ,, 
Hill-Slopes. 

Serial I Name o.fthe Publica- \ 
No. I uon. 

N ame of Author 

22 Assam Dr. S . K. Mitra 

23 1 FoddC'r and Cattle Srijut L. N. Phukon .. 

24 Dry and Wet T erracing Mr. R . C. Woodford 
in Assam. 

25 

26 

Nature Study Training I Dr. S. K. Mitra 
in our Village School, . 

Inheritance of Earliness Dr. H . K. Nandi 
in Surma Valley Rice. and 

Mr. P . M. Ganguly 

27 Insoluble Pho,phatic Srijut L. ~- Phukon 
Manures in Acid Soils 
of As5am. 

28 Canning and Preserving Dr. S. K. Mitra 
of 1' ruits and Vegetables 
on a Cottage Industry 
Scale. 

Remark• 

No. 4:; 

" 
46 

,, 47 

" 
48 

" 
49 

,, 50 

,, 51 

Remarks 

Published in the /11dian In­
dustries and by the Publicity 
Officer, As'3m . 

Published 
Assam, 
1940. 

in the Timts of 
2nd November 

Published in the Jr1dian 
Fcmning. 

Published in the Ruro/ J11dia. 

{ 

Published in the Jndia11 Jour-
1111l of Agric11/t11rol Sc1e11ct. 

Published in the Scitnct and 
Culture. 

Publillhed in the Rural India 

29 Note on Agriculture and Babu S. Chakrabarti .. Published in the Indian Form· 
i11i:, June 1940. 

30 \ 

Animal Husbandry in 
Assam. 

Ditto Ditto Ditto , December 1940. 
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44. Visits atzd lnspect;ons. L During the year under report, a 
large number of persons visited our farms .. The Hon 'ble Mjnis­
te~ for Agricultl!lre visited the farms at Karimga1~j, Jorhat, 
T1tabar and Khanapara, and t11c Vice-Chairman of the Imperial 
~ouncil of AJ.,rriaultural Research paid a v sit to thc.jorhat ·and 
Khanapara Farms. The Animal Husbandry Commissioner to 
the Government of India \•isitcd the farms at Sylhet and Kha­
napara. The Imperial Mycologists visited the farms at Karimr 
g~nj, Jorhat, Burnihat and Sylhet, and the Imperial '.EntUll'ilOlo­
g1st paid a visit to the Jorhat f'arm. The Imperial Economic 
B.otanist paid a visit to the Habiganj Farm, and the Entomolo­
gist to the Common ·W calth of Australian Council of Research 
paid a visit to the Titabar Farm. I inspected all the farms and 
seed depots and other officers inspected the forms and depots 
under their charge. 

4-5. Supervisi11g 1Stajf.-I continued to hold charge of the 
Department throughout the year. Mr. S. Majid, was in charge 
of the Surma Valley tilJ the end of the year under report. 
Late Mr. L. Barthakur, Special Rurnl Uplift Officer, Lower 
Assam \'alley, continued to hold charge of the demonstration 
work and the seed depot in the Lower Assam Valley in addition 
to his O\vn duties during the year under report. Late Mr. F. 
Haque was in charge of the Upper Assam Valley tiJI 1st January, 
1941, when he went on four months' kave on the ground of ill­
health. Mr. K. K. De, continued to hold charge of the circle for 
the rest of the year. Mr. R. C. Woodford, Deputy Director of 
Agriculture Livestock was in charge of the Livestock Section 
and also co~tinued to s~pervise the organisation of co-operative 
milk societies,jail dairies and the Provincial Livestock Improve­
ment Association and its constituent branches. He was on leave 
for one month in October when Mr. T. Hazarika officiated in 
~is place. Mr. L. K. Ha~dique, Senior Marketing officer, was 
m charge of the Marketing Section th!oughout. the .vcar. 
Dr. H.K. Nandi continued as the Economic Botamst, Assam, 
throughout the year. Mr. p. M. Ganguli, Officiating Economic 
Botanist, Deep Water Paddy Farm, Habiganj, continued to 
supervise the work of the Habiganj Farm throughout the year 
under report. . . 

1941 has been an unlucky year for us, durmg wluch _we 
~Ost two of our senior most Deputy Directors. Mr. F. Haque died 
in Calcutta in March 19<U and in October Mr. L. Barthakur 
passed away at Shillong. Much of the progress ~h:it this De­
partment has achieved has been due to the untmng effo.rts of 
these two officers whose initiative and driving energy will be . ' 
mJssed by all of us. . 
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46. Subordinate Estriblishment. - There were 29 Agricultural 
Inspectors in the Department, including 1 Fruit Inspector, 1 ~ns­
pector of Government Gardens, 5 Agricultural Inspectors, Live­
stock and 3 temporary Agricultural Inspectors-two for the 
Training Classes at Sylhet and J orhat and one for power p~mp 
irrigation in the Surma Valley. There were also two Agn~.ul­
tural Instructors-- one posted at Sadiya and the other at AiJal. 
There were 7 Farm Managers, including one for the Deep 
Water Paddy Research Farm, Habiganj. The number or per­
manent Scientific Assistants continued to be five, that is, one 
each for the Chemical, Mycological and Entomological Secti.ons 
and two for the Botanical Section. One temporary Botarucal 
Assistant, one Farm Manager, one Botanical Field Assistant and 
two Fieldmen assisted the Economic Botanist, Deep Water Paddy 
Research Farm, Habiganj, in his work. There were also . one 
C..:hemical Assistant, one Assistant Farm Manager and one Field­
man at the Sugarcane Research Station, J orhat. An Entomo­
logical Assistant, temporarily placed in the Surma Valley in 
1936-37, continued to work there. A temporary Mycological 
Assistant, appointed from the 17th November 1938, was also 
engaged in investigating the problem of pan diseases in the 
Surma Valley up to the 31st March 1941. The Citrus Fruit 
Research Station, partly financed by the Imperial Council of 
Agricultural Research, was started near Burnihat on the 
Shillong-Gauhati Road in September 1938. One Horticul­
tural Assistant, one Field Assistant and one Grafter Mali were 
working there up to the end of the year under report. The 
Anima_l Nutriti~n Scheme, partly financed by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Research, has been started with an 
Assistant Chemist at the Khanapara Farm since the 25th Nov­
ember , 1939. The appointments of the Physiological Chemist 
and the second As.sistant Chemist for the scheme have not yet 
}:>een made. Dur~ng the year under report, 3 Assistant Market­
mg Officers contmued to work under the Senior Marketing 
Officer, Assam. 

During the year under report, the special staff, consisting of 
two Jute Inspectors and 5 Jute J:?emo_nstrators, were continuing 
the .Jute development work, which is being financed by the 
Indian Central Jute Committee. 

The~e were 99 Agricultural Demonstrators, durin the year. 
The A~ncu1tural Inspectors, Instructors and DeJonstrators 
excludmg the staff appointed by the Indian Central Jut~ 
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Committee and those for the Co-operative Milk Societies, were 
distributed as shown below:-

District 

I. Kamrup 

2. Darrang 
3. Goalpara 
4. Sibsagar 

5. Lakhimpur 
6. Nowgong 

Total 

Dutrict 

1. Sylhet 

2. Cachar 

------Total 

Assam Valley 

Agricultural lnspecton 

4 (including 2 Agricultural 
Inspectors, Livestock). 

2 
2 
4 (including 1 Agricultural Ins­

pector, Livcstoe;k, and 1 Agri­
cultural Inspector, Training 
Class). 

2 
1 

15 

Surma Valley 

Agricultural Inspectors 

Agricultural Demons­
trators 

8 (including 
Agricultural 
monstrators, 
stock). 

8 

1 
De­

Live-

9 (including 1 Agri­
cultural Demons­
trator, Livestock). 

11 (including 1 
Agricultural Ins­
pector, Livestock). 

6 
6 

48 

Agricultural Demow­
trators 

9 (including 1 Agricultural Ins- 26 (including l 
pector Livestock, l Agricultu- Agricultural De-
ral Inspector, Training Class monstrator, Live-
and 1 Agricultural Inspector, stock) . 
Pump Irrigation). 

2 (including 1 Agricultural Ins­
pector, Livestock) . 

11 

7 (including 1 
Agricultural De­
monstrator, Live­
stock) . 
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Ilil I Distri< t:. Agrin1l 1ural lnsptTtors 

1. Khasi and Jain- 1 
tia Hills. 

2. Lushai Hills ... 1 (Agricultural Instructor) 
3. Naga Ilills 
4. North Cachar 

Hills <.;ubdivision. 

5. Garo Bills 
6 . Sadiya I'ronticr (Agricultural Instructor) 

Tract. 
7. Balipa1a Frontier 

Tract 

Total 3 

1\!(11cullural Demon;. 
l "ators 

5 

2 
4 
2 ( exduding 2 tem­

porary terraC'ed 
Rice Instructors). 

2 
2 

l 

18 

Total.- Agricultural Inspectors 27 
:\ gricultu ral Instructors 2 
Agricultural D emonstrators... 99 

4 7. .lppreciation o.f Services.- 1\1 y thanks arc due to Rai 
Saheb S. C. Ghosh, Director . Veterinary Department, who 
helped us ungruclgingly in our livestock improvement activities. 
The Honorary Organisers, as usual, assisted us in all possible 
'" ays. I "'oulcl also thank my cdleagucs and subordinate 
officers who rendered me every assistance in carrying out the 
work of the Dcpartmenl. 

Lastly, I would like to mention the services of Babu Suclhi­
rcndranmh Chakr.ibarti, B .A . (Hons.) , my officiating Stenogra­
pher, who ably helped me in writin~ up this report. 

, 
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APPENDIX I(i) 

CULTIVATlO~ OF BORO PAOOY ON PRECARIOUS AMON 
I.AND UNDER IRRICATIO'.'i BY POWER PU Ml'S. 

~ing the _year under report, the Department had 25 power driven 
pumpsrn all, 18 111 the Surma Valley and 7 in the Assam Valley. A brief 
account of the work dor.e with these pumps is given below. 

\'urma Valley 
In the Surma Valley, the demonstrations with pow;;-r pump~ were con­

ducted by a Special A~ricultural Inspector, under the supervision o[ the 
Deputy Director of Agricu lture, Surma Valley. There wer~ altogether 18 
pumps, of which 12 were issued for demonstration. One of these pumps, 
~wever, broke down and operations at the centre concerned had to be 
docontinued. So 11 pumps were actually employed in demonstration. With 
the help of tht'se 11 pumps, an area of 782 acres of land were put under born 
paddy, from which an estimated yield of 23,460 maunds of paddy, at 
the rate of 30 maunds per acre, was obtained. The total value 
of the produce, at the rate of Rs.2-8 per maund (the current market rate), 
11ould come to Rs.58,650. The total expenditure incurred for running the 
pumps amounted to Rs.7,593, of which the rult.ivators would pay Rs.3,735. 
lhus at a cost of Rs.3,808 to the Government the cultivator> reaped a 
h~·c~t of 23,460 maunds of paddy from land which ordinarily goes 
Without cultivation of any sort. 

1be average a.ca cropped per machine came to a??ut 71 a~res and the 
average cost per harvested acre came to about R s. 9. 1 he workrng ex1wnses 
were; somewhat higher than that of the preceding year. But this was due to 
the increase in price of mobile and Diesel oil. T_he price of the former _rose 
froi:n Re.l-15 per gallon in 1939-40 to Rs.2-5 during the year ur~der rcvtcw, 
whi_lc that of thr latter rose from Rs.60-·1-0 per ton to Rs. 79 durmg lh<' same 
pcnod. During the year under report, each pumJ? worked 011 an average for 
1,101 hours compared to 1,115 hours ol the previous year. The average 
con.umption of fuel and lubricant per marhrnc was 400 and 70 gallons res 
Jle':tively, compared to the last year's average of 400 gallons of fuel and 50 
gaUons of lubricant. 

Assam i'alley . 
The number of pumps in tht: Assam Valley was 7, of ,the:.e 2 _were 111 

Upper Assam Valley and 5 in tlw Lower .'\ssam Valley. 1 he Agricultural 
lnsp-:ctors of the Circles concerned conducted the operations under the 
supervision of the Deputy Director of Ag-ri_culture in the Upper Assam 
Valley and the Special Rural uplift officer 111 the Lower Assam Valle~. I_n 
the Lower AMam Valley, with the help of 1 pumps-of the 5 P?mps m ~his 
vaUey one was not used-55 acres were put under boro, from w_hich an yield 
0~ 1,029 maunds of paddy was obtained. The ~otal expe~ditur~ for run­
nmg the pumps came to Rs. 773 of which the culttvators paid Rs.201-I:l-6. 
In the Upptt .A.ssam Valley t,~0 pumps irri 1.:(:l tcd an area of SR acres. 
The d'd · '. · 1 I J ·11·ve ·t was c'p1·Uc·cl But crop 1 ''<·ll unclcr 11r1gat1n•1 anc 1 gom 1• ~ 
ci stortn in April and c.on<;tant rain up to the rmddlc ot \fav damaged the 
crop. very Sl'vnelv, as a r f"'111t or '~hich a very poor outn11~. of paddy wa~ 
obt•!•ntd. The tcital working expenses amountt·cl to Rs.5-6, of which the 
culuvators paid Rs.39 only. ' 
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RURAL UPLIFT 

l"he Rural Uplift Campaign, launched during the previous year, made 
satisfactory progress during the year under review, during which there were 
34 centres - each under a Rural Organizer. Of these, 15 cenln:s were in the 
Surma Valley, 7 in the Upper Assam Valley and 12 in the Lower A~sam 
Valley. A brief report of the activities conducted in these centres is given 
below, separately for each Valley. 

SURMA VALLEY 

During the year under report, there were 15 Rural Uplift Centres in the 
Surma Valley- 12 in Sylhet and 3 in Cachar. A list showing the centres 
subdivision-wise is given below :-

SYLHE r DISTRICT 
Subdivision 

1. North Sylhet 

2. South Sylhet 

3. Karimganj 

4. Sunamganj 

5. Habiganj 

CACHAR DISTRICT 

1. Silchar 

2. Hailakandi 

Rural Uplift Centres 

1. Tajpur. 

2. Bhadeswar. 

3. Jai11tiapur. 

4. Kamalganj. 

5. Kulaura. 

6. Beanibazar. 

7. Gangajal. 

8. Jagannathpur. 

9. Jamalganj. 

10. Pagla. 

11. Nabiga1rj. 

12. Shaistaganj. 

13. Narsingpur. 

14. Buribail. 

15. Chandrapur. 

A detailed account of the work carried out i·n . 
the following pages. these centres is given in 
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1. TAJPUR RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

This centre was formally opened by the Hon'ble Minister of Agriculture 
on 14th February 1940. The centre includes 34 villages. The following 
work was done at the centre during the year under report. 

Common Hall.-A Common Hall situated at a central site, near the bazar 
and the Mangakhandi High School, was built on a site donated by some 
people. 

Road.-Threc roads, covering a distance of 21 miles, were constructed 
and a few more repaired. 

. Mtdical help.- About 250 persons in Shibpur and Tahirpur villages were 
inoculated against cholera a nd 50, mostly children, were vaccinated against 
si:oallpox. Homeopathic drugs were kept at the centre for treating simple 
ailments. 

Sanitation.-People were apprised of the harm that results from scattering 
house wastes all around the homested and were shown how to conserve and 
utili~e them as manure. Two persons of Esabpur and Tahirpur begun pr~­
serv~ng all household wastes in pits. Seven bore-hole latrines were made m 
Hanngar, Thanabazar, Tajpur, Eshabpur, Osmanpur, Tahipur and 
Pach para. 

Weaving.-Two hand looms were provided-one at the Common Hall 
and the other at Mullapara. Four students were working in the former a~d 
tw~at the latter. A training in jute weaving was given to s?me people rn 
Ta.Jpur bazar by the Weaving Demonstrator, One of the trained men took 
to we wing jute bages. 

Ca/Ile lmprovement.- Eighteen scrub bulls were castratrd in Pariarkhai, 
Tahirrur! and Mulapara, and about 350 cattle were vaccinated in O sman­
pur, 1 ah1rpur, Pachpara, Shiboampur and Bara ya. 

Napier and Para grasses were grown in two demonstration plots at Taj­
pur and Ilashpur. 

k . Prmrv~tion of Manure. - Six manure pits were made in ~shabpur, Rou.th­
c hai, Tal11rpur, Pariarkhai and Osmanpur and the necessity of preserving 
owdung under covered sheds were explained to the people. 

t pistribution and sale of seeds.- Six hundred sugarcane set~ were distribu· 
cd in Huzri Osm:mpur Mullapara and Tahirpur. Fifteen to twei:ity 
~~dlings each 'of cabi)age, 'cauliflower and tomato were distri'?uted at nmc 
illages. Thirteen maunds of potato tubers and 4! mds. of sail paddy seeds 

Were sold. 

l'b Edutation.-About 100 books were collected from various sources for the 
1 rary, housed in the Common Hall. 
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Dm11mstralio11 /1/ot.+,/T'hirty papaya and 611 .m·cauut ~ee.~lings wnl' raised 
and n litchi and 3 kagji g1<1fts, J 50 .UCL.lllUI pl ;u~ts, (I J.1hajt <Ill~! .t) Champa 
ba11a11,1 p l.mb w~re pl.mted in tl1e d1·u1011~11.1llo11. plol. Napu.:r l.r.1 s <'II~ 
dhaincha wc1 e also grown tor gt l'<"ll 11i.u111n11!{. \Nwtu vc_gctahks a11d rab1 
crops were grown with motk1ate success in the dcmoustrat1011 plot. 

2. BHADESWAR RURAL UJ>LIFT CFNTRE 

Common Hall.-A Common Hall was erected on a tilla, whic~1 was 
donated by MJuki Najimuddin Chowdhury. It commands a magmficent 
view. 

Nur~ny. One hundred an<l twenty pineapple suckers, l Dingamanik, 6 
Sap1 i, 26 Champa, 5 Sail and J. At hia banana plants, I 0 arccanut and 29 
gua\a pl.11rts wen· plm1tcd in the t1urscry. Twdve litchi aucl 6 lemon grafts 
wer!' also plan red. Cabbage', caulinown·, cat mt turnip, tomato, egg-plant, 
chillies, l<•l•~LC('O (tJUsa 18 and Blw11gi)<llld sug.1nam· (Co. 213) Wl'H' .1lso, 
g 1ov.11 ~Ul'<.('ssfull) du11111~ the winter. 

lJiJtrihuLiun oj ue<b <md sc!tllin.t,s.- Rainy Sl'ason vcgdal>lc ~ltds, ii< .. , 
Ka1ala. Denga, Kumra, Cucumber, Barsati tomato, Barbati and water melon 
were distributed amongst cultivators. 2 maunds of Latisail and 2 maund.s of 
Aus jaria were also supplied lo the cultivators. English vegetable seedlings 
were raised in the 11ui serv and distributed and sold to 1 t cultivatt1rs of the 
locality. 'l he growers w~re advised from time to time. The crop was satis­
facto1 y. As a result of propaganda the1 e has been a large i ncrcase of vege­
table cultivation, which has now doubled. Tobacco and Langli brinjal 
seedlings wen· also distributed amongst cultivators. 

Livestock lmp1oveme11t.- Inoculation of cattle in the centre was promptly 
canicd out while an epidemic broke out during the rainy season. Eight bulls 
were castlate<l. One breading bull was given by the Livestock Section. h 
covered 5 cows Iu Purbabhag two demonstrations with fodder grasM'S 
(Para a11d Napier) were organised. One dozen White Leg l lorns and one 
dozl·ll Rhode Isla1 cl Reds 'Aete issued for dernons1ratio11. '1 lut·c of these arc 
aliv1 an<l rest died of variou3 diseases. 

Roads.-The following mads and bridges \\'Cle constructt·d-

(a) From the Common Hall to thP private read of Maulvi Nazimuddin 
Chowdhury- 150 yds. long. 

(h) r.rom the main road of Puruabhag to the Nursery toad '1.00 yds. 
m length. 

(c) Two permanrnt bridges in village Dakshinbhag . 

. Sr.nitation.-1 luce nalas ~crving as drains, l\\O in Purbabhag and one in 
Mnizhhag, \\ere. ckaucd and re-dug. Eighteen pri\ ate 1anks were cleared. 
A n11mbc1 ol \\In~ows were opened in houses in Dakshinbhag Miabhag, 
Put babhag, Pasclumbhag and Sheik para. ' 

Weaving.- 1 \\.o \\Caving looms we.re placed for dcmonsttation. Four 
penons were wor krng them. \Veaving was unknown in this centre before 

Ed11cati011.- A 11ight school was started in Dakshinbh.ig. 

b Pio/>og~nda.-Two lantern lectures wc1·c delivered on rural reconstruction 
y the Agncuhural Inspector, 
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3. JAl:"TTIAPUR RURAL Ul'LIFT CENrRE 

This centre wa~ formally npc·111 ti by tlw 1ln11'l>h· l\fini.qt'r of Agriculture 
on the 28th J a 11ua1 y 19 IO. TllC' centre iududl'.'\ a wide ;uL.t embracing 36 
1illagcs. 

Cowmro1t llall.-A Common Hall wl\s erected in a plot behind the Thana 
C-Ompound, near the Ins))<'Ction Bungalow. 

Nursery.--The whole j unglc surrounding the plot was cleared and 
hcllro. Pineapple, plantain, ar<'canut, Engli~h vcgelablcs, radish, ground­
nut, potato, papaya, orange, mustard, tcjpata, pan, l1lack-pcpp<'r, noona, 
castard apple, wild clachi, Kagji a1.d Batabikbu ""'ere grown at the clcmon­
~ration plot, which it is pmp<>sc·d to dnelop as a nursery. Seccllir.gs of Eng­
lish \'Cl(Ctahlcs wc11: r a is<·d .u1d supplied to tlw villagers. 

Dislribulion of ruds.-A111011 , sail, murali, and boro l'addy seeds of im­
proved types were issued on return system to tlw cultivalnrs. Some or the 
1erds were destroyed by flood and some· hy drought. Elcv<'n maunds of 
!etds were realised and would oc issued on this b.t~i s tn other <'ultivators 
with a view to extend thejr cultivation. 

Manure pili.-30 covnrd and '12 uncuvcrccl manure pils were mack in 
Jaiotiapur, \Jalifoucl, Dhupi, Uagari, Rani, lJarhasl, Src<'khol, Soya, Kaku­
nal<l1ai, Noakhcl and Baurbaraf! . 

. I.iustuck.- The ar<'a being an impo1tant centre for cal~le propaganda 
for improvement of bull~ was carri 1~d on. Eleven hulls, mamtamcd l>y the 
Livestock Section covl'rccl 2fl2 cows during the year in this c<"ntre. One 
dozen white L~ '11orn and two clo;;en Rhode hi and R•'~I ~ggs were distri­
b~ted to cultivMors Of th<' <'hick<"ns hatched, 8 "<'l'C hvmg- and the r~sl 
d1rd of variom disc'a~<·s. We<"dy bulls wcr<' ('astratcd and catt le w<'rc 111-

oculatcd by the V el<'rinary Assistant Surgeon. 

Sanilatio11.- Jungles by the road sicks and adjoining dw<'.lling houses 
Wrre elt'arrd. Four bore-hole latrines \\ere mad('. Fo11rl1•c·11 '~ 11Hlows were 
opened in the hou~cs ol 8 cultivators. 

Education.--Thrrc ni"ht schools at JaintiHpur, Darpast and .Soya and 
tlloprimary schools al Ni:ltichcnlapur and Las111igran1 wn-c establislil~d. 

Communica/ion.-Villagc paths, covering a distance of S! miles, were 
repaired. " 

B I I · k1'ng 'veil At t<·mpls for esta bl' . tt-co onies.-Elcven bee-co o m cs were wor • · 
11hing more colonies were madr. 

Propag<1nda.-Over four lantern lectures were. <;kliverc~ h)'. the Awicul­
~ral Inspector on rural reconstruction: · ~·he Add1t1onal District Magistrate 
g vc a c1nt'.ma show on pineapple culuvation. 
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4. BEANIBAZAR RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

Common l/all. - A Co rnmon Hall was constructed on the demonstration 
plot which \hlS donated by Babu Promotha Nath Das, an Honorary Orga· 
niser of this Dcpartmenl. 

Demr.nstration Plot.-Two thousand seedlings of English and country 
vcgctabks were grown successfully in the demonstration plot. Thirty litchi 
and Kagzi grafts were planted. Black pepper cuttings, pineapple suckcn 
and orange p lants, were also planted. Castor seeds were also sown. Orange 
and arecanut plant nurseries were made and plants would be distributed to 

villagers from this centre. 

Distribution of seeds and plants.-Fourtecn maunds of Ausjaria, Latisail, 
Ar. C. 353 /148 a nd Amon II were distributed on the return system, which 
were realisl'd later on. These seeds will be distributed again in order to ex· 
tend the cultivation of improved varieties. L1tchi and Kagzi grafts were 
distributed amongst the vi llagers. 2,950 seedlings of English and cou11try 
vegetabk~ were sold and 5, 725 distributed. 

LiveJtock. The he-goat supplied by the Livestock Section gave 90 scr· 
vices . Eggs of White Leghorns were distributed amongst the villagers. 

Road.- Roads, covering 8~ miles, were constructed and repaired during 
the year under report. 

S_anitation_.-Sr~ bore-hole la tr ines were made. People were instructed to 
cut w indows rn their houses and to keep their surroundings neat and clean. 

Ed~ation.-One Middle English M adrassa was established at Chotodcsh. 
Fom mght schools, one. at Chotodesh, one at Nayagrarn, two at Mathura 
were repo~·tcd . <?ne M1.ddle Vernacular School with agriculture as one 
of the subjects of 1nstruct1on, was started at Dasgram. 

Veten~iary Aid_.- Auou t l ,000 cattle were vaccinated. People were givfll 
necessary mstruct1ons to save cattle from anthrax and other diseases. 

Wem i~ig.-Five spinning machines were distributed and one kept 1~ith 
the (~rg.\tl! / <'r · , Abo11 t 1 se n of eri si lk was spun. One jacquard loom was 
supl?lted to the Supatola W<'a.ving School for instruction in weaving dc~ign~ 
te"'.'.trlcs. 

5. GANGAJAL RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

whi ~ ~omm?n Hall .was constructed on a plot of three bighas of land. 
c 

1 
w.is I~t.tdc a variable to us by the Local Madrass.'1 Committrt'. The 

rpuegoapt cdsupplted the material for the hall and the der>artment gave the cor· 
< e snrets. · 

Road.- Roads cover· b 3 · h ar 
under report. ' mg a out m1lcs. were constructed during t eye 

Clearing ef Tanks and J I T ca· vatcd at the ·11 , ung e.- en tanks were excavated and five rc-cxrtd 
by the ownersv1a agerds. cost. At Nij-Gangajal, 4 private tanks we1e clca . 

ccor mg to 0 · . . d4 1P 
l ssapore were also cl d f ur instructions. 3 tanks m Halahat an ( 
jungles were cl~ared ~artel 0 water hyacinth and other weeds. Ten high~s 

m \c centre. 
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Sanilalio11.-About 50 houses were made in th(· whole locality hy the 
viltagus in d1ITerent places with sullicient doors and windows. People were 
instructed to kel'p their housts 11caL and clean and th( st11 rounding tidy. 
They wen· abo instruct<'d to construct tlll'ir cattle shed at a n·asonahle dis 
tance from dwelling houses. 

Livestuck.-Sixty weedy bulls were castrated. A he-goat was kept at the 
centre for breeding, but it died Before death, it served 12 she-goats. One 
dozen Rhode Island Red eggs were issued to vi llagers. The hatched chicken 
all died. 

Manure pits.-One hundred manure pits were made for preserviHg cow 
dung. Villagers were realising the vake of this practice. 

Demonstration P/ot.-English vegetables and tobaco were grown success­
fully in the demonstration plot. 

Distributio11 ef seeds and plants. Eight maunds of improved varieties of 
paddy were distributed amongst the villagers 1,200 English 'egetable 
seedlings were distributed amongst them togetlwr with tobacco ~ecdlings. 

Weaving - Two looms were kept at the ccutrc and some of the villagers 
were learning weaving. ~ix spining machines were also provided. 

Educatio11.- Thrce night schools were organised-one tach at G rngajal, 
lllabaz and Geschna. 

6. JAGANNATHPUR RURAL UPLIFT C.:E TRE 
This centre was formally opened by the Hon'blc Minister of Agriculture 

on the 24th January 1940. fwel11e villages within a radius of 2 lllilcs have 
been includc.:d in the centre. 

Road.- One road, 150ft. in length, was constructed. Some villa1 t p.1ths 
of Jagannathpur, Bara Jagannathpur and Gho~egaou we1e recon structed. 
Four bamboo bridges wcic also made. 

Sanitation.-] ungles were cleared in Bara f aga1111athp111, Jagan11athpur, 
Bhowanipur, Chilaura and Ghosegaon. Drains anrl nalas were also made. 
A very old tank, known as Ratbari tank, near the Middlr English School, 
Jagannathpur was re-excavated Five bore-hole latrines were made in Bara 
Jagannathpur by Babu Mahendra Kumar Paul. 

Improvement ef Cattle.-Most of the village cattle were inoculated 
against Rinderpest. Breeding bulls were placed in Majidpur, Chilaura, 
Ghoscgaon, Hiranpur, Jagannathpur, Bhowanipur, Kbshabpur, BJra Jagan­
nathpur, Sachayani and Syedpur. 

Distributton ef seeds .- Thirteen maunds and five seers of amon and boro 
paddy seeds were distributed on return system in Jag-annathpur, Habipur, 
Bara Jagannathpur and Shillong potato, .Ladys' finger, W~ter melon, Barsati 
tomato, Kerala, Brinjal, Cabbage, Cauhflowe.r, Khol-rob1 and tomato. were 
also distributed amongst the cultivators Bamachong Kachu was also mtro­
duced in that centre. 

Pla11ti11g eftrees.-On the bank of the tank dug by Rahat Ulla ofHahib­
pur, banana, cocoanut and betclnut trees were planted at the instance of the 
Organiser. The owner was intending to plant bamboo and karach. 

Construction 1f bunds .-To protect paddy fields from flood the following 
bunds were constructed :-

(a) Boalidai1 to Cl1a1al1 haµ1i 
(h) 1'.ast of ~an1clal 1 i vn 
(c) llooglia dao 
(d) Barakandi 

Dimension 

60' 1 O' xs· 
300' 16' . 15' 

60' x 16' x 8' 
SO'xlO' x 9' 

Value of work 

Rs. 
25 i 
141 
28 
14 
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Cn-operatitve. A Co-operative S,LVinl{ Society was formed atJagannath­
pur Bazar in 01 d e1 Lo cnco u1 ag1· tht tf't among the members, who would also 
Jl'<;civc Ju Ip fnim the SociC'ly at the time of distrei;s. Three paddy socie­
ties ·two a t Syedpur and th1.· oth,~1 at Bhowanipur, were organised. Three 
weaving societiei;- one at Sycdpur, one .il Jagannathpur and one at .ll~o­
wanipur, were organised. \'\'caving w,1s carried on under these soc1e.UC$ 
which helped the workers in gectiug raw materials and marketing the finish­
ed products. 

Silo pits.-Two silo pit~ for keeping fodder were dug by Babu Rajani 
Kanta Roy and Maulvi Ba~ir Ali Mia of Bara Jagannathpur. 

Manure pits.-For the preservation of cowdung and the utilisation of 
wastes 16 manure pits were made in this centre. 

Village D·fence Parf)·.-Two dcfrn<e parties , one in Syedpur and the 
o ther at Bara J agannat pur, were organ;secl. Two caFes of' rioting at j agan· 
nathpur Bazar and Bara J agannathpur were amicably sellled. 

7. JAMALGA. '.] RIJRAL UPLIF!' CENTRE 
This C<'n lre was formally oµe1wd by the Hon'ble Minister of ~gricul­

lure on the 28th March 1940. It t:inbrac~ 18 villages within a radtous of 
2 miles. 

_Educatiun.- Ten nii.;ht schools wen: 01 ganisLd al Sadrna, Jamalganj, 
R1h1mpur, Sur lapur, Noaholat, K 1mlabaj , Klmla baj II, Larnbak, S1hnoot· 
pur and tatepur. Thue \.\.ere 25 stu<lcn ts in each of the schools. One 
Lower Primary School was started a t Fat cpur. 

S~mitation. Jung les were clean.:d and waler hyacinth removed f~m 
tanks 111 Karnl~baz, Golamipur , Jan1alga1tj and Mama<lpur. .Twenty win· 
dows were cut Ill the housc·s of the cultivators in the different villages. 

l.Jemonslration plot.-In the demonstration plot, denga, karela, ~ha~ha, 
C:'lbbage, Kholrab1, turn~p, tomato, cauliflower and peas were grown. S~­
lmgs 'if some of the English vegetables were distributed among the cult1~a· 
tu rs. 

D~stribution of seeds.-'! hrce mauuds 20 seers of Ilabiganj Amon !1 
St~-ds, - maunds of Kerr sail and 8 maunds of other padd~ seeds we1e dJ.Y 
~nbuted · One 1.run~n? 22 ~e<;r~ of Shillong potato, 10 packets of Pu~a. tob~c­
. o, 20 µackeu. o1 clulhcs, 9.:>5 seedlings of kachu 3 tola:. of muktakeshi bnn· 
Jal seeds were distributed among the cultivators.' 

klanure pits.-Twenty-four manure pits were made. 

1. Caill~ .-Ei~ht hundred cows of Noahalat and K a mlabaz were inocu· 
atccl agamst Rrnderpest. 

I Propaganda.-Two lantern lectures were d elivered by the Agricultural 

Pnlfi~c~r a
1
• t Jamalganj a nd Lambabak. Six lectun·s were delivered on 

l .u icl ca th by Dr· K. S. Das Secretary Jamalgani Rural I plift Centre. 
•our ectures we d i· <l b ' ' ~ · 31 subjects. re e ivcre Y th e Sub-luspcc,or of Schools ou educatoin• 

One quarrel in Telia was amicably settled . 

. 8. PAGLA RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 
1:1Hs cent re «onsists o f '.?<)villa •t s 
l!.dura/1011 S . • 1 g · 1 ·rn 

Paula Put D ixtec11 ntg 11 schools wc1c 011>.i n1,~d m Pc1gla Pas~ 11bi. ' 
k ,., ~.\, u1 g.1p.1sln J< ....... I· ·l 1•· B l ) C · c1k rndi Aki ', • • . 11"•l •IS 1, >11g.1011 ll 1shl-.un o >tnOll, 

' ) \Lapan Sulta A ) ' . L" rrn llasia kha · . d ' ' . npm-, ~sampm Parva ti1lur Karam1 nan ,.ro 
un an J ays1dhur. ' ' ' 
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Sa11italio11.-Five hals of jungles were cleared and 26 tanks cleared of 
water hya.cinth. In thirty houses five doors and forty windows were cut . 
lwenty-nmc bore hole latri11es were made in Pagla Sibpur Bararnaha and 
Basiakhauri. ' ' 

Roads and bunds.-The old bund (5,280' x 10' x 2') of village Bhumria 
were reconstructed. It has made possible the cultivation of boro on 300 hals 
of land. In Sibpur a bund (660' x 7' x 2') was put up for irrigating 30 hals 
ofboro land. In Durgapasha to protect amon crops from flood and water 
hyacinth a bund (covering one mile) was constructed. In Baramoka to 
irrigate 18 hals of boro, a bund 24fcet x 10 feet was made. One bamboo 
bridge to Pagla village on the road from Pagla I. B. about 30 feet Joni{ 
was made by the people themselves with materials supplied by villagers. 

Demonstration plot.-· Lady's finger, kerella, barsati tomato, jhinga, cabbage, 
cauliflower, kholrabi, radish, potato and mustaid were grown successfully 
in the demonstration plot. 

Distribution of seeds,-Ten maunds 20 seers of Hahiganj Amon II and 
15 maunds of Ilabiganj Amon I seeds were distributed on return system. 

Live stock,- A breeding bull was kept at Pagla. Cattle of Asthama, 
.Kamrup, Pagla, Chandpur, Raipur, Kandigaon, Tegharia, Assarnpur, were 
inoculated against Rin<lerpest. 

Propaganda.-Two lantern lectures were delivered by the Agricultural 
Jn.,(>('ctor, North Sylhet on the improvement of agriculture and cattle. 

Co-operative.-Three paddv societies were organised in Purangovindpur, 
Govindpur, and Chikerkandi. 

VilJage disputes were amicably settled. 

9. NAB GANJ RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

This centre was formally opened by the Hon'ble Minister . of Agricul­
ture on the 8th April 19110. 

A plot of land for the Common Hall and Demonstration plot was ob­
tained on the opposite bank of the Barak. A t 'l nk was constructed along 
with a labour shed. 

Agricultural work.- Forty maunds of Habiganj Amon II seeds were distri­
buted in 13 villages of the centre. Seventeen_ packets o~ c~untry vegetable 
seeds were also dist1 ibuted in order to popularise the culuvation of vegr.tables 
among the cultivators. Ten maunds of boro seeds were also distributed. 
Some English vegetable seeds were dis:ributcd and also sold at the centre 

Education.- Seven night schools were started at Jantari, Ganda, Nabi­
ganj, Kamipur, Purba Timirpur, Pachim Timi~pur and Ja~nagar. Only 
one was financed by the Mass Literacy Campaign. A Girls School was 
started at Chargaon. 

Roads.-The construction or the following roads were taken up and com­
pleted partly by voluntary Jabour and partly with help from the Rural 
Reconstruction Grant. 

(a) Chargaon Ganganagar Road 

(b) Ganda Road 
(c) Jantari Road 

Manure pits.- Forty covered manure pits were made in 
the centre. 

! mile. 
l mile. 
l mile. 

the villages m 



IJ'a(tr fl)'(lci11llt eradicntio11. Twenty-three tanks were cleared of this pest. 
A water: hyacinth wrek was ohse1 ved betwern ~ I -27th June 1940 and a 
large ;m~.t of khal and paddy land w.i~ drared. 

Excavation of !..lza!. - Two khals were excavated at Jantari and Kargaon. 

10. SIIAISTAGANJ RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

This centre was formally opened by the Hon'ble Minister of Agricul­
ture on 9th April 1940. 

Eduralion.-Two ni!{ht schools were established at Shaistaganj and Bi· 
rampur. One batch has passed through each and a second batch ha! 
been admi1ted . 

Road.1. ·A few roads were repaired in tht> villages- Narapati, Baliari 
and Chanao, C.O\ ering 2 t miles. 

De111011J trotio11 plut.- The demon!:'trntion plot was duly prepared and di­
fferent English vegetables were grown with success. Two manure pits were 
dug. Some banana plants (Kulpati and Champa) were planted. A tube 
well donated by the Sub-divi~ional Officer, H abiganj was put up in the 
plot. With the tube-well th<' demonstration plot was irrigated. Villagers 
also took drinkii.g water from it. 

Distribution of suds . fifteen packets of -::ountry vegetable seeds were 
distributed. Fifty maunds of superior varieties of sail paddy and 20,000 
setts of Co.213 sugarcane were distributed on return system. 

. Implements.- One sugarcane crushing mill, one gur boiling iron pan, one 
Kirlaskar plough, one Planet Junior hand hoe and some small garden im· 
plements were purchased for demonstration. 

LivestocJ..-One bull was maintained at the centre for covering village 
cows. 

Ji,Janure pits - Twenty-three manure pits were made in this centre. 
Propaganda.- One J;,ntern lecture was delivered by the Livestock Se~tion 

and three by the General Sect ion at Saistaganj, K utirgaon and Narapatt 
Water l9·acinth.-Four tanks were cl<'ared of this pest at Abah,ua, Rajak· 

pur, H<itikandi and Chano. 

11. KAMALGANJ RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

. This centre was formall\. opened by the Senior Extra Assistant Commis· 
sionC'r • South Sylhct on the 16th March 1940 . The vi ll ages included in the 
cent.re are. Kumrakapan, Goba1dhanpur, Kusalpur, Chandipur, Kamargaon 
Pamchola and Ballarpar. 

. . . , I~ducation. The folto,~ing scho~ls were started during the year under the 
111rll,\t1ve of the Rural Uplift Organiser. 

(a) I;angurpar Low~r Primary School 40 students. 
(b) Kurnrakapan Night School ... 12 
(c) G~palpur Lower Primary chool ..t.5 " 
~d). Snnathpur Night School ... ... 15 ,, 

Jamlalton.- Thirty-one cove1ed and 168 uncovered manure pits were 
ma e and nalas a.nd jungle-.. cleared. The necessity of the sanitaf\ 
methods . were expla.med to villagers who were inducrd to keep clean thr 
rr~roundmgs of their houses. So me of the old tanks in Kumrakapan and 

sirpur were cleared of water hyacinth and other water weeds, 



Roadj and bundr. 111c following roads and hunds were either construct­
ed or reconstr uctcd h)· th~ villagers under the initiative of the Organ ·ser. 
A sum of Rs.60 was contnbuted by the Department for the purpose. In 
most cases the villagers worked themselves. 

(a) Baligaon ~oad, (b) Satak Road? ~c) Kandigaon Road, (d) Kumca­
kapan Road, (e) Trlakpur Road .I ( () l1lakpur Road II, (g) Nashratpur 
Road, (h) Kumrakapan Bund, (1) Rompassa Bund, (j) Alepur Bund and 
\! ) Langurpar Bund . 

. . Dmronslration plot:-Potato, k~esa~, ma.suri, mung, gram, oat, wheat, 
brinJal, cahbag~, caulrllower, kho1raln, radish and turnip were grown in 
the demonstrat•on plot. TI1e crops did very well in the beginning but after~ 
wards suffered from excessive drought which resulted in poor yield. 

Distribution of suds.- The following seeds of improved paddy varieties 
were issued on return system amongst the cultivators :-

Dumai 138 6-worth Rs.2, Murali--worth Rs.4', Kachalat-worth 
Rs.2, Latisail-worth Rs.8, Nagrasail-worth Rs.12 and Badshabhog- 1 
worth Rs.2. 

Jhinga, karella, barsati tomato and radish seeds, worth Rs.2-13-0, were 
sold by the Rw·al Uplift Organiser. 

livestock .- Improved bulls for breeding purposes were placed at the vil­
lages - Tilakpur, Ballarpar, Chandipur, Rampassa. Cattle of the vill<:1 ~es 
wrre inoculated against Rinderpest. Two dozen eggs of Rhode Island Reds 
and White Leghorns were distributed amongst the villagers. 

WeaL1ng and Senculture.--Loom~ and yams were received for introd1,cing 
weaving in this centre, but because of want of dwrka the work could not 
be started. One thousand mulbeny cuttings were distributed. The plants 
did not succeeded. Six eri-spinning charkas were received. 

Propaganda-The Rural Uplift organiser delivered several lectures on 
different rural uplift subjects to the villagers. Two lantern .lectures wne 
also organised and they were attended by a large number of villagers. 

Co-operative efforts- One Young Men's Association at Belagaon was form­
ed. A quarrel of 20 years' standing at Baligaon was amicably comprorr.!sed 
through the efforts of the Organiser. A very succe•sful Agricultural Asso­
ciation was started at Tilakpur, the centre of the vegetable growing indus­
try in the subdivision. 

12. KULAURA RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

This centre was formally opened by the Hon'ble Minister of Agricul­
ture on the 26th J anuary 1940. 

Education-The following schools were started through the efforts of the 
Rural Uplift Organizer:-

(a) A Girls' Lower Primary School at Kulaura- 40 students, . (b) " 
Girls' Middle Vernacular School with Maktab classes at Kulaura wrth 3S 
student1 (r) a Boy.>' Lower Primary School Maktab at Behala with 32 stu­
dents, (d) ~Boys' Maktab at J oypassa and (e) a Night School at Sade­
pur. 

Sanitation.-Drains were du.~ and jun~les cleared. Water-~yacinth was 
removed from the tanks at Sade.kpur, M:igura and Hehala. \~111do~s wen: 
cut in JS houses which were wrthout wmdows and 30 manurrnir pits were 
made. 



Roodr.- A number of roads, covering about 2 miles, were made. ThC$C 
were done by the villagers themsdves under the initiative of the Rural Up· 
lift Organiser, only a Ii ttle contribution being made by the Department. 
Three of the roads are motorable. Two tanks of Magura and one of Sadek· 
pur were reclaimed and made fit for drinking purposes in the course of earth 
work for these roads. 

Demonstration plot.- Practically nothing could be dQnC1 i1t t.h~ demon· 
stration plot on account of the excavation of the tank and the busmg ?f the 
land. A few plants of cabbage and cauliflower were planted. Shillong 
potatoes and peas were also sown but they were destroyed on account of the 
raising of the land by earth from the tank. 12 cocoanut and 18 lichi planu 
were planted in the plot. 

Distribution of seeds.-The following seeds were distributed on return 
system:-

Aus paddy--6 mds., Sail paddy- ] 8 mds. 20 seers, Sugarcane setts 
Co.2I3-3,500. 

The following seeds were issuc:.d for demonstration :-

Pusa tobacco-9 packets, Bhengi- 10 packets, ChilJies- 9 packet>, 
Karella- I packet, cucumber-I packet, tomato--3 packets, Shillong potato 
-20 seers, Pan-~O cuttings and Black pepper- 25 cuttings. 

. Weaving and Spi1111i11g.-There was no hand loom weaving industry. in 
this. centre before the scheme started. Three fly shuttle looms were working 
durmg the year and 15 students were attending the weaving class. In .all, 
44 towels and a shirting piece were woven. Rupees 10-14-6 were reah:,ed 
from the sale of these articles. 

Liveslodc.-Cattle of Sadekpur and Behala Sonapur were inoculated 
against Rinderpest. 

Propaga?da.-The ~ural Uplift Organizt"r delivered a large number of 
lectures to villagers on different subjects of rural welfare. 

13. NARSINGPUR RURAL UPLIJ:rf CENTRE 

. This centre was formally opened on the 23rd March 1940. It com· 
pnses the following villages :-

. (1) Meharpur, (2) Jatrapur, (3) Salehpur, (4) Salgangapar, (S)Sin· 
gangra.1!1, f6) Kaluranj, (7) Pakairpar, (8) Portion of Claber House and 
(9) Bal1Jur. 

About 4 bighas of l~nd were made over to us by the villagers for 
a nursery and _demonstration plot. A Common Hall, 35' x 15', was con· 
structrd on this land. The Hall has three rooms one of which is used as a 
seed st?re, another as Common Hall and the third for accommodating the 
Organiser. 

Village Survry.- The villages included in the centre were surveyed during 
th~ year under report. The total area of these villages is about 6 sq~ 
miles, the number of families 733, and the total population 3,874, of which 
1,935 are male and 1,879 female. 

Thete ai e three Boy~· Lower Primary Schools l Boys' Middle Venia· 
~u~ar School, ~ Boys' Middle Engli,h School ' 4 Girl~' Lowe1 Prima!} 

c ools an~ l Girl~' Middle Vern,\culai School i1~ these villages. The per· 
centage of literacy is I9·2. 



The culturable area in the centre 1s about 2,129 ar1<'s and the distribu­
t10n uncl\'r different crops is, aus paddy 660 ac1t"s, sail l ,29l acres, asra-
262 acres, amon - 33 acres, jult: •1 acres, sugarcarn·- 13 acres, oilsec.ds-80 
acres, potato- 39 acres, tobacco- 10 acres, chillit·s- 10 acres and vegetables 
- 12 acres. 

In tlti~ centre there are 323 bullocks, 333 calves, 10 bulls (local), 1 bull 
bf superior breed, 50 milch buffaloes, 435 draught buffaloes and no goats. 
The g razing area i~ about 11 acres. 

There are 80 tanks and wells in these villages- 70 arc used for drinking 
only, the rest are not fit for drinking purpose. 

Mango, jack fruit and banana are the principal fruits grown. 
Marketing facilities are quite good. At a very short distance the re is a 

good market named Nutanbazar. 'l he Silchar market is only 12 miles away 
and there is a regular bus service from the locality to Silchar . 

. pistributio11 of seeds.- Thirty-eight 1mmnds of seeds of different p addy 
van e hes were distributed on return system amongst 102 cultivators. Thirty 
packets of rainy vegetable seeds and 40 packets of English vegetable seeds 
were a lso distributed amongst the cultivators. 

Aianure pits.-Sixteen covered manure pits were made by the people at 
our instance for properly preserving cowdung. 

Fodder grau.-Napier, Para and Guinea grasses weir grown in our 
demonstration plot and also by a few cultivators with success. 

LiueJfock.- One bull and one he-goat wen" placed tt the cc111rc for ~c rv­
ing cows and goats. The goat unfortunately died. The bull was rcudcring 
good service. 

lnoculatio11 agai11st Ri11de1pest.-The V<'tcrinary Assistant Su1 gcon, ~ilchar 
inoculated 1,359 cattle 'lgainst rinderpcst. 

Propaganda.-Thc Agricultural Inspector, Cach.u- delivered one l<;cture 
with magic lantern regarding rural uplift work. About 500 people.. attended 
it. 

Demonslralio11 plot.- The demonstration plot was properly fenced. Du­
ring the winter, a very good crop of English vegetable and pot.lto was 
grown. Due to drought the crop did not do very well. Some fruit trees 
were also planted. 

Night Schoot.-One night school for adults ¥. as started. The Organi~er 
was acting as a teacher. There were 13 students and classes were held m 
the Common H all. 

Weauing.- A jacquard loom was supplied in the centre and this was in 
operation during the year . 

Sa11itatio11 and Hygiene.- People were insturcted to open out windows in 
their houses. 

Towards the end of the year, an augar and tripod was supplied to the 
rural uplift centres in Cachar and people were being encouraged to go in 
for bore hote latrines. 

14. BURIBAIL RURAL UPLIFT CENTRE 

The centre was opened by the ~eputy Co~n~issi?ncr, Cachar, on the 
24th March 1940. The centre comprises the Bunbatl village. 

Six bighai. of land on the bank of the Barak wa~ obtarned Jot thl do..rnou­
stration garden. A Common II~ll (35' 15') w.as ronst111ctecl for storing 
seeds, accommodating the Orgamser and for hold111g meetings. 



Village Survry.- Th e village is inhalJitt'd by 31 ~ fam iii es and its total 
population is 2,025. Ther e arc two Boys' Lower Pnm.ary Sch.ools and one 
Girls' Lower Prima ry School. The percentagt' of literacy 1s 1.4·2. The 
culturaLlc area is l ,650 acres. ilu.1 paddy covers 666 acres, sail paddy-
688 acres, jute-4 acres, suga;canc l acre, oilseeds-25 acres, potato-20 
acres, tobacco- 3 acres, chiIJir.s-13 acres and vegetables-SO acres. There 
are 23 L cows 32 bullocks 10 bulls. 166 calves, 120 milch buffaloes and 
285 dr<1 ught 'bwfaloes. The total number of goats is. 569 and th~ grazing 
arra is 24 acres. The total number of tanks and wells 1s 50, of which 10 are 
useless. 

Mango, banana, guava, jack fruit are the principal fruits. 
Marketing facilities are good. There is a small bazar in the village. 

The cultivators can attend the Silcha1 and Sialtek Bazars, which are at a 
distance of 7 miles. 

Distribution of seedJ .-Thirty-seven maunds of differc-nt varieties of paddy 
were distributed on retu rn systrm amon.i.:st 76 cultivators of the village. 
Twenty-six packets of rainy seasn11 vege table seeds and 22 packet ~ of Eng­
lish vegetable seeds were also di~tril>t1t ccl amongst the people. 

Alanure pits.-Five manure pits wt re made for preserving cowdung. 
Foddtr grass.-Para grass toots were distributed amongst cultivators. 

They grew it well. It was also grown successfully in the demonstra­
tion plot. 

Callle lmprouement .- One improved he-goat was kept in the centre 
for sc1ving village goats and a few kids were born to it during the yt'ar. 
The- V< terinary Assistant Surgeon inoculated about 150 cattle against 
T{inde1 pest. 

Poultry.- Eight eggs of ducks and ] 2 eggs of Rhode Island Reds were 
supplied to the pe11plc and thc~c were hatched . 

Lantern lecture.- The Agricultural lnspl'ctor, Cachar deli vered one lrc­
ture \.,,ith tht' help of a magic lantern regarding rural uplift work. It 
was attended by 300 villagers. 

Night Schools.- Two night Schools w<.>re s tarted in the centre; about 
25 adulL students wer<.> reading in the schools. 

. Demon.<lration plot.-Durin~ the winter, English vegetables were gro"'.n 
m the clemo11st1at1on plot. Due to the abnormally <l1 y season the crops did 
not do well. The cultivation of these crops was unknown to the people 
of the locality . ~u.t the cultivators have realised the possibility of gro":ing 
these crops and 1t is expected that most of them will take up their culuva­
tion in future. 

15. CHANDRAPUR RURAL UPLIFT CF.NTRE 

!he centre was formally opened by the Sub-divisional Officer, Haila­
kandi on the 22nd March ] 940 . The centre is one and half 1rile away 
from the L ala Railway Station a nd comprises a single village . 

. Two and half bighas of land was obtained for a nursery and demons­
tr.ation plot. A Common Hall was constructed to accommodate the Orga­
mser and to srrve as a meeting place. 

Village Surve:1.-Th<' area of the village has been found to be 1,030 
acres, th~ numlje1 of f~mihes 283 and the total population 1,551. There 
.18 a Roy.~ L<.we1 Primary School a nd a Girls' L ower Primary School 
Jn the village. The pt:rcemage of literacy is 12·8 . The total area under 



cultivation is 800 acrc-s. Aus paddy covfTS 166 acres, sai l paddy - 752 
acres, amon - 2 acres, jute - I acre, suga1ca11e - 3 ac1rs, pulse- 12 acres, 
oilseeds - 16 acres, potato - 7 ac1es, tobacco - 2 acres, chillies - 4 
acres and vegetables 25 acrrs. There arc 26 l cows, I 32 bullocks, 25 
bulls, 208 calves, 57 milch buffaloes and 176 goats and sheep in the village. 
There are 65 tanks and one well, 55 of these arc used for drinking purpose. 
The principal fruits grown arr banana, orange and pineapple. Marketing 
facilities are satisfactory. Lalabazar is only at a distance of 10 miles 
and IIailakandi is also only 10 miles away. 

Distribution of stedL-Thirty five maund-. or paddy seeds were distribut­
ed on return system amoll!~st 43 cultivalOrs. 25 packets of rainy season 
vegetable and 41 packel'I of English vegetable seeds were also distribut­
ed. All these were grown with interest 

Manure piti .-Four man ire pit:i were made by the villagers for preserv­
ing cattle dung at our instance. 

Fodder ~ra.)s.-Napier and Para grass cuttings were distributed amongst 
some cultivators. These w ere grown well. Thcst! were also grown in the 
demonstration plot successfully. 

Cattle.- One breeding bull was kept at the centre. 27 weedy bulls were 
castrated by the Vet<-rinary Assistant Surgeon. About 80 per cent. of 
the cattle of the' illagc were inoculated :1gainst Rinderpest. 

Poultry.- Ten eggs or \\'hite Leg l lorns and six or Rhode Island R.eds 
were supplied to the villagers. Nine eggs were spoiled during hatching, the 
rest gave good chickens. 

Propagantla.-The Agricultural Inspector, Cachar delivered two lectures 
with m agic lant~rn on rural rccomtruction. /\.good number of villagers 
attended these lectures. 

Nig/ll Sd100/s.- Qne night School was started in the centre. 
Dmwrutralion plot.- English vegetables were grown very successfully 

during \be cold we,1ther n the demonstration plot. 
Wea~ing anti Serirnlturt.-Some six spinninr: wheels were supplied to 

the centre. Two hand looms were also supplied. Weaving, which was unkown 
in this centre, was started for the first time by encouraging the villagers 
to take it up. It is gratifying to find that villagers are becoming interested 
in it. To encourage weaving, a Weaving Demonstrator was temporarily 
posted to the centre. 

Sa11itatio11 and Hygiene. -Necessa1 y propa~anda was made to induce 
people to cut windows in thci1 houses to lt•t i11 fresh air. A fow bore-hole 
lattincs were also made. 

S. MAJID, 

Dtputy Director of Agricultim, Surma Vaflty. 

UPPER ASSAM VALLEY 

The sanction to start the Rural Uplift Camnaign was received in 
M arch J 910 and th<- selection of cc11trc·s had therefore to be· hurridly nude. 
'J here.are al'togethcr seven centres in the Uppc1 Assam Valley. A list show­
ing the centres subdivision wise is given below:-

DiJtrict. Subdivision ~lural UJ?lifl C.:c:-utrc 
Sibsagar Golaghat 1. Naharam. 

Jorhat 2. ~ajuli .. 

Kowgong 

Lakhimpur 

Sibsagar 3. Samagur1. 
4. Bhotaigaon. 

Dibrugrah 

5. Rupahi. 
6. Barpujia. 
Rahmaria. 
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One Rm al Uplift 01ganiser wa~ apPointcd in each centre towards the 
n11cldlc• of 1\larch 1940 Each ce11t1e comprises 3 to 10 villages. The loca­
Jitic , !>Cleclcd a1c all backward tracts. The inhabitants are mostly poor 
and a vasl rnajo1i1y of them are illiterate. lnspite of various diffic~lties, 
such as, party faction and general apathy, etc., work was started m all 
the 7 centres. People were induced to co-operate with us a~d most of 
thc111 slowly realised the benefit of mutual help and supphed manual 
labour for the execution of various items of work. The success of the 
scheme goes to the credit of the Organisers who worked whole heartedly, 

Common Hall and Library.-ln e.?ch centre, excepting Rupahi in 
Nowgong, a Common Hall has been erected. The inhabitants contributed 
manual labour and the cost of materials ·was borne by the Government. 
A small library has been provided in each Common Hall. One monthly 
magazine, "Avahan," and a weekly news paper, "Tarun Assam", 
have been subscribed for the benefit of the mem!J(>rs. It is gratifying to 
note that most of the inhabitants have taken interest in gathering in the 
Common Hall and reading the news papers. 

Ed11catio11.-Night Schools have been opened in all the centres. The 
Education Department has taken a good deal of interest in maintaining 
the!>c'. sch<x>ls. Grown-up people have regularly attended the schools and 
most ol them have successfully passed the test held by the Education De­
partment. Altogether 14 night schools have heen started in all the 7 
centres. 

Sanitation.- The first and foremost drawback of the villages in the 
centres is the shortage of' pure drinking water and bad drainage. People 
draw drinking water from filthy tanks, which are the source of various in­
fectious diseases. Great stress had to be laid on the necessity and impor· 
tance of pure drinking water. Almost all the existing old tanks were 
renO\:ated .and some new tanks were dug out in each centre, but there 
remains still more work to be done in this direction. The drains around 
hous<'s and house compounds were cleared. 

Me1tcal help.-Some common medicines, worth about Rs. 100, have been 
stocked 1,n ~ach cen~r~. 'I:hc local Sub-Assistant Surgeon attends the centres 
and pre,cnbcs mcdrcmcs lor the patients. 

. Comm1111icati~11.-The next item of importance is communication in the 
vrllag<'~ fhe v1lla~c paths . remain neglected throughout the year and 
become. muddy d~nng the ram. The movements of the villagers become 
very drl~cult. S!ncc the starting of the Rural Uplift Campaign, almost 
all the 1 <Mds running through the villages haw! been repaired and some new 
roads. construct~d. The total length of these road in all the centres is about 
4S mrles. The inhabitants did the manual labour but the cost of culverts 
had lo lw borne by the Department. 

. Agricullu~al lmprovement.-Agriculture being the main occupation of the 
rul ral population, due attention has been paid towards its improvement in 
a 1 the c t o· 'b · en res. 1stn ut1on of improved seeds and demonstrations ol 
the recommended · · 1· d b vaneues o pa dy pulses potato sugarcane etc have 
d een condu~ted in all the centres. Attcmp~ have ~lso been m~de t~' intro· 
. ucc somt" improved types of implements. Imoroved seeds of the following 
1 m1;~;tan~ crops were supplied to all the centres during the year :- paddy 
- 1 , md s. 35 seers, potato- 50 mds., pulses-27 mds. garlic and onion 
- m s mustard A d 1· ' O d p " - "' m s., msecd - 4 mds pineapple suckcrs-4 60 af ara balnd Napier g• ass cuttings 4100. Besid~s these sufficient qua~tity 
0

• vegetah e seeds, chillies, suckers of better varieti~ of plantain was 
given to t e centres. 
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l111pmvement nf lweslock.-Stress has been laid on th" ncces.~itv 01 im­
pro\'ing the liv~stock of the localities. The Livestock St'ction of the De­
partment have already supplied 6 bulls in 4 centres. The people have 
greatly apprt"ciated these stud bulls and ha\'e take keen interest in their 
up-keep. A gooci number of c.)wS have a lready been served in each centre. 
The Veterinarv Department has greatly co-operated in the matter, a large 
number of weedy bulls being c:tstrated by them. Four stud goats of 
Jamnapuri breed have been put in at ~aharani and 3 at Samaguri. The 
result so far obtained is encouraging. lt remains, however, to be seen 
how far they bring fair price in the markets. Rhode Island Red 
cockerels have been found quite U'l"'ful and have been appreciated by the 
rearers. 

lndustrirs.- -The Department of Industries have whole-heartedly 
~o-operated with us in our attempt to improve rural industries. 36 spinn­
ing ~harkas and 23 fly shuttle loo ms have been supplied to the Rural 
Upl.ft Centre~. All thcst> machines are working nder the guidance and 
supervi~ion of the Departmental Dcmonstraton. Although the looms ha e 
been appreciated by tho~c who handle them, very few of them can afford to 
buy them as the price of the looms are prohibitive for the poor villagers. 
Beside~ these, silk and the enrli reeling ma ·hines have been provided in the 
~entres. The rearing of silk muga and nidi cocoons has been encouraged 
in these centres where facilities are availahle. 

Bee-keeping has been introduced and encouraged. 16 up-to-date bee 
boxes have been supplied and colonised. The result obtainf:d is reported 
to be satisfactory. There being an abundant supply of natural grazing, it 
is expected that this industry, if taken earnestly, will prove a lucrative 
subsidiary husines~ to the villagers. 

Visilors.-Ilis ExcC'llency the Governor of Assam paid a visit to the 
Bhotai~aon Rural Uplift Centre in Nowgong. The Hon'ble Minister~ of 
Agriculture and Revenue visited almost all the centres of this valley. The 
Directors of Industries and Agriculture and the Deputy Director of Agricul­
ture, Live-stock inspected the centres occasionally. Inspectors in 
charge of the centres and I regularly visited these centres. 

Special. -It has been decided to create a stock in each centre of the 
different kinds of improved seeds. With this object in view all avail able 
seeds, have bec-n issued on the return system. Thc.~e seecis, when realised, 
will be stocked in the store house of the centres for distribution in the next 
season with some more addition. If the system is properly worked, it is 
hoped that in five years we can create a stock sufficient to cover all avail­
able land in each centre. 

K. K. DE, 

Drputy Director nf Agrirulturr, Upprr Anam Valley. 

LOWER ASSAM VALLEY 

During the year under report, there were 12 Rural Uplift Centres 
in the Lower Assam Valley. These were:-

Goa/para Disttict-(1) Rangjuli, (2) Kharmuzn, (3) Glin~mari, and 
(4) Kokrajhar. 
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K<1111rup Di.1t1ict-(5) K.uupur, (6) Goral, (7) Rangiya, (8) Digheli , 
(9) Kamarkuchi, (10) llowli, and (ll) GotcS\hlr. 

Darwng Disltict- (12) Kctckibari. 
Every centre was in chnrge of a ]{ur;il Uplift Organiser, guiued and 

controlled by an Agricultural lnspectoi. 'l he Rural Uplil t Cenll es were 
distributc.d among the Agricultural l 11spcctors as shown bdO\\ :-

1. Go::tlpara Agricultural 

2. Dhubri 
3. Gauhati ,, 
4. Barpeta " 
5. Mangaldai 

" 
6. 1 ezpur " 

Inspcctor- Ranzj uli, Kharmuza, and 
Gh<>gmari. 

,, 

" 
" 

" 
" 

-Kokrajh.tr. 
-H.ampur and Go1·al. 
- Rangiya, Dis hcli, Kamar­

kuchi a11d Howli. 
· Goreswar. 
- Kctekibari. 

An ecnomic survey of the various villages, under thl' Rural Uplift 
Centres, was earned out. 

Communication sanitation 

Improvement of communication and sanit,1tion was tnkcn up in all 
the centres and 75 roads, covering a distance of 53~ miles, wi.:cc construe· 
trd or improved. Jn constructing and repai1ing the rnads, the manual 
Jabour was supplied by the villagers. 24 wells and 8 tanks were dug or 
repaired, during the year. II ere also, manual labour was supplied J~ee 
by the villagers. Thi:rc has been a marked tendency to repai1 rxisung 
tnnl:s and \\ells nnd to ronstruct ncv. ones by compa1 ativclv well-to-do 
individuals. The Rural U pl ft Organisers were a lways very hclpfol to all 
concerned. 

22 acres of road-side jungles were cleared by the villagers in all the 
centres. 

People were encouraged to go in for better houses wherever possible. 
They were induced to keep windows for ventilation in all newly constructed 
houses and also to make a few in the old onci:. As a result it was found 
that windows and other means of ventilation were provided for in the 
newly constn.1r.trrl hous<·s or all the c<·ntrcs. Intcusive propaganda was 
made also to 1mprow cattlcsheds. All points of a good shed were duly 
explained to the people. 

Medical help 

Cinchona tablets, distributed by the Department with the start of 
mons~on, wer<" o~ grrat help in controlling attacks of feHr. This work 
was highly appreciated hy the poorer people. Over 8 000 cinchona tablet> 
were thus distributed, which cured about 900 person~. 

Livestock 

Cattle breeding and goat breeding were conducted in nearly all the 
Rural Uplift C<·ntre.~. There were 16 bulls and 7 he-goats in the Rural 
Uplift Centi·es of this valli-y during the year under report. 



47 

People wrre taught to conse1 vc cattle manure in pr opcrly consttucw<l 
manure pi ls umkr coven.-<l shccls. In the 1 oming yea1. "l" ~xpect. that 
almo::t all th .. v1\l,~crs will taLc to this a~ tht:y h t\C app1"'"1:t t('d lls utility. 

A'ururus 

Nurseries l'or se1·<ls and seedlings were s• arted in all the.' Rural Uplift 
Crntres. At Rangjuli 8i highas of laud was given by the Bijni Raj 
Wards' EHate for this purpose. At 1\.hannuza 6~ bighas or lane\ was 
provided by the late R. 1 Chowdhury, Zamindcr, '.\kchpara. At Ghag­
mari 4 bighas of land \\'.LS ~ive11 by Maulaua A. H. hhan. A t Kokra­
jhar land fo1 the nursery was obtained from the Bijni Raj Wards' Estate 
as free grant. At Rampur the area of the mirse1 y is about 13 l>ighas. The 
land was acquired from local individuals. At G<1ral the area of the 
nur'l<:ry is St l>ighas, which was taken on l1·a~<" l"rom private inclividuals at 
Re.l per bigha. At Rangiya abuut 6 bighas were taken on lease at Rs.2 
per bigha from Muhammad ~11kush and ">rijut Abhi Rarn Talukdar At 
Diglicli about 11 bighas of Go\(·rumcnt laud was taken for the nursery 
\\ ich about 2 highas given free by one private individual. At Kamarkuchi 
8 bighas ul la11 .. l was taken on lease from Srijut P. C. Barua, Mauzadar 
of that locali y. At Howli 25 bighas ol laud was acqui1cd by cancelling 
tlw annual pittlm. Ar Gorcswar and Kett·kibari 10 and 8 bighas of land 
was obtaiw·d from :::irijut G. C. Chow, ~L1uzadar <1n<l Messrs. C. Bora 
and K. Sauna .111d th t ir ln other~. 

The statn111:11t below shows the number of grafts, 
rd and planted in each of the nurseries:-

seedlings, etc., receiv-

- ------
Man- Lich- Sop<'- Plum Kar- Lem- Coco- Pinc- Plan- fieda-

Centre go gr- ee gr- ta dai on anut apples tains na 
afts afls trees 

Rangjuli 11 3 12 3 12 515 170 

1'.harmu:rn 9 4 5 3 4 30 500 100 

Ghagmari 4 4 2 7 4 10 30 

Kokrajhar 12 H t 2 14 41 2,050 2 

Rampur II 3 9 • 11 12 300 100 

Ga ml .. 2 II 3 10 5 25 24 270 100 

Rang1ya 9 3 6 5 9 21 50( 

Digheli 8 13 5 10 5 31 22 300 35 

Kamarkuchi 3 2 5 80 l.000 

Howli 6 5 5 9 4 10 26 .. 
Goreswar 10 

3 I 6 5 10 20 500 30 

JO s 15 45 250 50 
Kerckibari 12 8 
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Besides the above grafts and plants, the following seeds of beteln11ts 
and cocoanuts were planted for future use. Betclnuts germmated well. 

Centre Betclnuls Cocoanuts 

Rangjuli 

Kharmuza 500 

Ghagmari 100 I 
I 

Kokrajhar 3,000 I 
I 

Rampur 2,000 

Garal 500 

Rangiya 3,000 250 

Digheli 2,500 

Kamarkuchi 3,000 

How Ii 4, 000 

Goreswar 3,000 250 

Ketekibari 15 

Common Hall 

Excellent Common Halls wrre constructed or were in tlw process of 
construction in most of the centres. 



at Demonstartion and di . . Demonstration, etc . 
, atement below shows th stnbution of seeds and other agricultural a ti . . d . ~u the centres. '!he 

e quantity of seeds, etc. of various crops d. c .b1t1cs were conducte 
10 

- IStri utcd :-

Name of centre I -Paddy Sugar· Pulses Fibre 
0

.
1 0 h 'ha Oth<'r rabi Tobac- Potato 

cane :1etts I 3Ce<l1 • t er K - co . . nf crop• crop• 
- .. --

-

Rangjuli 
M. sr. ch. M. sr. ch. ~- sr. ch. M. sr. ch. M. sr. ch. M. sr. ch. Pk ts M. sr. ch. 

... .. . .ll 0 0 3,000 nil 4 0 0 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 

. .. 1 0 0 

Kharmuza ... 27 10 0 5,GOO 0 5 0 
0 0 8 % 0 . 0 

... j l 10 0 ' 4 0 0 13 

Ghagmari 

I ~ 

I I 8 • oil 
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Industries 

Industrial acllv1ues, such as, spinning, weaving and preparing of 
Jhapi etc., were also conducted in the Rural Uplift Centres. Progress 
was n~t very marked, but the cultivator! were gradually taking interest in 
these activities. 45 looms and 32 spinning wheels were being worked in 
the Rural Uplift Centres. 

Education 

Educational activities, including adult literacy campaign, were con­
ducted in the Rural Uplift Centres. Nine night schools also were opened­
one each at Rangjuli, Rampur, Gara!, Kamarkuchi, Howli and two each 
at Digheli and Ketek1 bari. 

Public Meetings 

A large number of meetings were held in most of the Uplift Centres to 
discuss the improvement of the villages. 

Varying response was received from the public in different centres in 
the way of giving bamboos for fencing the nurseries and for other items of 
work, ploughing the nurseries, improving the roads, wells and clearing 
jungles. I.1 Digheli the cultivators observed "KRISAK SAPTAHA" in 
the first week of "Magh" and during those days they devoted all their time 
in improving the village-road~ and clearing jungles of roadsides and home­
stead~. 

All the Rural Uplift Organisers worked to the best of their capacity to 
malce the campaign a success. 

L. BARTHAKUR, 

Special Rural Uplift Centre, Lower Asiam Valley. 



GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM 

ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Resolution on the Report of the Department of Agriculture, Asaam, 
for the year ending the 31st March 194.1. 

Extract from tht proceedings of the Govemmtnt of Assam irz the 
Education Department, No. EAG.187 /42 /9 dated the 27th March 
1942. , 

READ-

The Report of the Department or Agriculture, Assam, for the year 
ending the 31st March 1941. 

RESOLUTION 

The extended activities of the Department continued in the 
year under report in its different spheres. 

The experiments and researches conducted by the Depart• 
ment resulted in the evolution of 117 improved strains of crops 
(46 of paddy, 21 of sugarcane and 52 of potatoes) compared 
with 103 (44 of paddy, 20 of sugarcane and 43 of potato) of 
the previous year. Experiments on propagation and improve­
ment of various acclimatised deciduous fruits were carried on 
and 663 grafts of these fruits were issued from the nursery at 
the Fruit Experiment Station, Shillong. The results of the 
experiments on the grafting of apple to make it immune from 
its main pest, WooJly Aphis, were particularly hopeful. Pyreth­
rum and Digitalis were found to grow and thrive well at this 
station and endeavours are being made to extend the cultiva­
tion, especia1Jy of Pyrethrum. The marketing staff investigated 
the marketing of cotton and jute and submitted their reports 
during the year. Enquiries were also instituted about marketing 
conditions of limes and lemons. 

D emonstrations and propaganda on the part of the Depart­
ment resulted in 102, 691 acres of land being cult~vatecl ~th 
improved strains of paddy, sugarcane, potat? and JU le agamst 
100,560 acres of tlie previous. year. Demonstrations of th~ cultiva­
tion of Boro paddy in precanous Amon lands were con tmucd. by 
means of 17 power-driven pumps. Through the . markctmg 
agency of this Department in Calcutta, fruits worth 
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.R.!.22,960-10-9 were disposed of as against fruits worth Rs.15, 700 
in the previous year, and through the propagan~a of th~ market: 
ing staff. a number of merchants agreed to deal m pure Agmark 
glut and' Ata. For the first time in the history of this ~epart­
ment, improved agricultural tools were made at Sylhct with the 
assistance of this Department. Three hundred and eleven 
fodder-growing demonstrations were made and one Jak? root­
cuttings distributed. There were 99 demonstrators durmg the 
year against 85 of the previous year. 

Seeds, plants, manures, etc., were issued both for demo_nstra­
tion and sale from the Seed Depots at Jorhat, Gauhatl and 
Sylhet. There was a notable increase in the issue of potato 
seeds and sugarcane setts during the year. Five hundred and 
sixty-six maunds and 29 seers of potato seeds were issued for 
demonstration and 1,373 maunds and 38 seers for sale against 
289 maunds and 35 seers and 291 maunds respectively in the 
previous year ; similarly 5,92, 720 sugarcane setts were issued 
for demonstration and 3,000 setts for sale against 2,89,977 and 
nil respectively in the preceding year. 

The increased popularity of the live-stock Section is reflected 
in the growing demand for live-stock improvement from all 
parts of the Province and the desire of the people for better 
cattle and other live-stock. During the year under report 60 
bulls, 33 cows and 16 young stock were sold against 23 bulls, 16 
cows and 11 young stock of the previous year. Measures to im­
prove breeding of cattle and other live-stock and lactation of 
cows were taken in the different Government Farms. In the 
Upper Shillong Farm, cattle breeding was directed towards high 
milk production. The best lactation was made by a Frisian 
cross cow ( " Fantasy " ) with 12,490 pounds indicating over 
20 seers of milk daily for ten months. Besides breeding opera­
tions in the Farm!>, such operations were also continued in 
~ifferent village breeding areas, notified grazing reserves and 
live-stock improvement centre, Digboi. Live-stock Improve­
ment Associations and the Rural Uplift Centres a lso did their 
part to'Yards the improvem<:nt of the live-stock. Jail Dairies at 
Gauh.at1, Tczpur, J <?rhat, D1brugarh, Silchar and Sylhet were 
occasionally supe1V1sed by the Department. These Jails are 
n?w able to breed their ?Wn cows and are even arranging ser­
vice to cows of the pubhc by their bulls. 

The Depar~ment had the advantage of visits during the 
year from the Vice-Chairman of the Imperial Council of Agri­
cultural Research, Animal Husbandry Commissioner of the 
Government of India, the Imperial Mycologist, the Imperial 
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Entomo\ogist and tht Imperial Economic Botanist. The 
Government arc particularly g\ac\ to notice that the Titahar 
Farm was visited hy the Entomologist to tht· Common-\\' ca\th 
Australian Counci\ of R esearch. 

The Rural U\)lift campaign inaugurated in ln9-40 has 
succeeded in gaining incrcasLd popularity. During the year 
under report, there were 34 Rural l}plift Centres in which use­
ful work was done mainly towards improvement of communica­
tions, live-stock, cottage industries, health, sanitation and 
education. 

The Government note with deep regret the deaths of two 
of t11eir senior-most Deputy Direct~rs of Agriculture, 
M~. F. Haque and Mr. L. Barthakur, durmg the year, causing 
senous loss to the Department and place on record their 
appreciation of the long and faithful services rendered by these 
officers. Their thanks arc due to Rai Bahadur Dr. S. K. Mitra 
for his interesting report and efficient administration. This is 
his last report and Government desire to express their regret at 
losing his services on his retirement. 

ORDER :- Ordered that the Resolution be published in the 
A:i.wm Gazette. 

By Order of the Governor of Assam, 

R. DHAR, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government oj Assam 
Education and Local Se(f Government Department: 
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