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From

RAI BAHADUR BRAJANANDAN SINGH,

OFFG. COMMISSIONER OF EXCISE AND SALT,
BIHAR AND ORISSA,

To

THE SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF REVENUE,

BIHAR AND ORISSA.
Dated Patna, the 18th June 1935.

SIR,

I have the honour to submit the following report on the administra-
tion of the Salt Department under my control in the province of Bihar and
Orissa during the year 1934-35. My function as Commissioner of Saltis at

present confined to preventive operations in the three saliferous districts of
Cuttack, Balasore and Puri only.

CHAPTER I.—PRELIMINARY.

2. Charge of the department and inspection by Commissioner.—Mr. N. F,
Peck, c.B.E, 1.c.8,; was in charge of the department from the beginning of the
year to the 19th March 1935 and I remained in charge during the rest of the
year. He visited the three saliferous districts of Cuttack, Balasore and Puri and

discussed with the local officers questions relating to the abuse of the conces-
sion for the free manufacture of salt.

3. Salt Law—The Indian Salt Act XII of 1882 continued to be the
Salt Law,

4. Rate of duty.—The rate of duty on foreign salt was Re. 1-11-6 per
maund including the additional import duty of Re. 0-2-6 and a surcharge of
Re. 0-5-0 per maund. The rate of duty on Indian salt remained at "?e. 1-9-0

per maund including the surchrge of Re. 0-5-0 per maund which was assessed
on both Indian anl foreign salt.

5. Administrative changes.—~No administrative change of any importance
was introduced during the year. The prohibitory orders of the Government
of India against prosecuting people collecting or making salt in areas adjoine
ing the villages in Which they reside, for their domestic consumption or for
retail sale under certain specified restrictions as defined in the Standing Order

of the 21st July 1931, issued by the local (overnment, remained in foree
during this year,

CHAPTER II.—P:EVENTIVE MEASURES.

6. Number of cases.—The number of cases reported and detected and of
persons sent up for offences against the Salt Act (Act XII of 1882) and the
mauner in which the cases were dealt with in 1934-35 are shown in Appendix
C. In view of the concession graiited for the free manufacture and sale of salt
there was no prosecution for offences under section 9 of the Salt Act except
in one case in the district of Balasore reported by the Police.

In the district of Cuttack it is reported that the concession was taken
advatitage of by the classes for whom it was expressly granted but mno
organised attempt was noticed in this district to manufacture salt for
purposes of trade in eontravention of the Standing Order of Govern-
ment. The preventive force however detected 152 cases in which large
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quantities of salt manufactured in Astrang in the district of Puri

were transported to this distriet, The salt seized was confiscated and

destroyed under orders of the Commissioner of the Orissa Division except a

small quantity which is awaiting orders. The conveyances used for the trans-
o confiscated aud sold by auction.

ort were 4ls . . Tew.
P tic violation of the concession was reported in the dlst_rlct of
No systema ]11 there were said to have been cases from j;ime to time qf
Balasore althoug_ lividuals to smuggle the non-duty paid salt in small quanti-
prot n-saline areas with the object of making

S gl . saline areas to the no -
Shan Sraw S o in as in the previous year. Such cases were dealt with by

= hte exura g9 ke
serzure and confiscation under the orders of proper authorities and there was no
case of repetition of the offence by the same individual to call for more stringent
measures. There were cases of attempied export of salt in large quantities to
the Feudatory States, particularly Mayurbhanj, in which 6 carts with 12
bullocks. and one boat, together with the contraband salt were seized and confis-
cated. In one case of large seizure of contraband salt in two carts, two accused
were prosecuted as an exemplary measure. One of them was convicted and the
other was acquitted. In all these cases outsiders purchased salt from the small
manufacturers in the hats lying in the saline area or its border and there was
no case of manufacture by any individual in large quantities.

The abuse of the concession was most rife in the district of Puri especially
in Gop and Kakatpur police-stations, known as Astrang area. Salt is manufac-
tured in this area by solar evaporation  On account of the facilities for manu-
facture and transport, the contraband salt found its way into the inland markets
of Cuttack and as far as the town of Puri. It was found that as many as 217
factories worked in the Astrang area in the middle of April 1934 with an esti-
mated production of 1,42,000 maunds of salt. Vigorous measures were taken
to confiscate salt when taken outside the saline area and some landlords and
lessees of hats were served with notices threatening prosecution under section
14 of the Salt Act for allowing the manufacturers to dispose of their salt in an
illegal way. As much as 3,751 maunds 35 seers were seized from 182 persons
together with 21 bullock carts and 4 hoats against 64 maunds 2 seers from 4
persons in the previous year. This produced a deterrent effect. The number
of factories found to be working in the middle of April 1935 fell down to 68
only. It however appears from the recent report of the Collector of Puri that
the people have again taken to manufacture on a large scale and the number of
factories at work has risen to 151 in May 1935.

Of the total quantity of salt confiscated 575 maunds were destroyed under
orders of the Commissioner of the Orissa Division and orders have been issued
by the Board of Revenue for selling the remaining 3,176 maunds to the owners
at a price not less than the prescribed duty of Re. 1-9-0 per maund.

7. Seizure of salt earth.—Four thousund one hundred and ei ‘
and nineteen seers of contraband salt were seized durine the yeaiggg%e?raéa%iz
in Cuttack, Balasore and Puri for the violation of thec e i P!
against 361 maunds and 25 seers seized in the preceding year ncession

o .

8. Result of cases —Only one case insti i
: s o was 1nstituted in t istri
involving 2 persgns against the same number ip the previol:lidlzg;ct OOff ?giai(‘::g
persous sent up for trial one was convicted and the other was S;,cql'litted

9. Fines and rewards.—The amount of fine

trial in Balasore was Rs. 50 out of which Rs

was distributed as reward in the year unde

realized nor was any reward distributed in th

imposed in the case sent up for
3 only was realized. No amount

I report. Neither any fine was
e preceding year.

nstables to accompany patrol parties,~Two

: Siak ed Assistant Sub-Inspeot i
deputed in the district of Balasore to assist the Salt OHJPCBI'SO r?n oioﬁ:llcsgarZﬁgg

4 A :
under s?ctmn 18 of the Indian Salt Act. Their services were retained from

3

CHAPTER IIL.--PRICES OF SALT.

11. Retail and wholesale prices.
headquarters station the average w
those for the preceding two years,
per maund in 1934-35 against Rs.
maund in 1932-33.

Appendix B shows the retail prices of i : i
principal marts of Bihar and Orisp A e Specetey(or e Sope) n vt

1934-35. sa ab the close of each quarter of the year

—Appendix A compares for each district
holesale prices per maund in 1934.35 with
The average for all districts was Rs. 2-14-10
3 per maund in 1933-34 and Rs. 3-1-2 per

CHAPTER IV.—RECEIPTS.

12. The receipts of the Salt Depart i
ipts ! partment have been shown in A I
'fé]cer_e Eva,s no realization during the year on account of duty on saﬂpeant:gxtl?(;
salelp 8 amounting to Rs. 716-1-0 represent some miscellaneous income including
le Proceeds of. confiscated articles and old unserviceable boats as well as
Sale proceeds of old stores and materials.
CHAPTER V.—MISCELLANEQUS.

13. 4 A , "
ey ssaults,—There was ro case of assault on the Salt staff during the

4. Trade in Saltpetre—One hundred and f
14 e in re. ve Salt-petre factori
:}velf Iicensed in Bihar during the year under veport. They wI;re eund?a(; 01;11(13:
ontrol of the Commissioner of the Northern India Salt Revenue.

15, Future organization of the Salt ) 7

: preventive work.—It has been decided

E%r gﬁﬁ; Gczvernngent of India that the existing arrangements for the c:xféuit
Preventive work in Orissa should continue,

I have the honour to be,
S1g, :
Your most obedient servant,
BRAJANANDAN SINGH,
Offg. Commissioner of Bxcise and Salt,
Bihar and Orissq,.



APPENDIX A.

Statement showing the average wholesale prices per maund of salt in the
bazars of the headquarters of the districts of the province of Bihar and

Orissa.
Average for twelve months.
Divisions and districts,

1932-33. 1933-34. 1934-35.

1] 2 ]] 3 4
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.
Patno ves | oo Patna e 3 311 3 4 5 3 4 8
| Gaymiaier, O R T PR RS e
Shahabad .., 3 4 2 B 2NER Sf
Average ars ST.5.9 3 811 34l 3
Tirhut Saran SN ) A 6 2131
Champarap 3 4 9 3 2 8 215 3
Muzaffarpur 3 10 0 310 0 310 O
Darbhanga S b 8 3 4 8 3 6.5
~ Average 3 #:bd] 3 4 3 3 211
Bhagalpur Monghyr 3 9 § 312 0 L
Bhagalpur 3165 STt l 2.10 5
Purnea 8 110 S ORe D 33l
Santal Parganas 212 6 218 8 212 9
Average 38 29d S 9 3 0 8
Orissa Cuttack N b g =8 0 2 8 0
Balasore 3 0 6 2 14 b 213 38
Angul 211 0 214 b 2 16 '3
Puri ot s D GG 2 =5 g
Sambalpur... SVE B 7 I 3 0 4
Average 212 b 212" 2 210 8
Chota Nagpur Huasrilagh NEEF T T
Ranchi ... 8010 11 293 7 215 4
Palamau ... Glsve s & i ] vls 0
Manbhum ... ik 21250, % 90 2 9 8
Singhbhum 21155 212 R 212 4
Average 215 9 212 10 213 o0
e, Averuge of all districts 8 1" ¢ 3 0 0 2 14 10
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APPENDIX B. APPENDIX C.
Statement showing the retail prices of salt in seers (of 80 tolas) in the principal marts of [ Statement showing the number of cases and

persons reported for offences against the Salt Law (Act

Bihar and Orissa at the close of each quarter. XIl of 1882) and the manner in which the cases were disposed of during the year 1934-35.

Retail prices of salt per rapee. 1 Fadstosidltoaty |
District Name of mart .‘ i ?n!d
N am mart, |
stri On 30th SOntBOtéx On 81st 0_51 :llhut hgg;;m;ﬁeﬂsrscﬁea. Detected enses.
o8k oz, | PRt | dss. —_ .
| | §
: 2 3 4 ‘ 5 6 5 5 E
= =
—~ | 8 g.
Srs. chs. | Svs. chs. | Srs. chs. | Srs. chs. # _ 5 5 8 3 g E
tstrlot, = sl 2 . & A g e
Sadr 11 8 11 8 11 8 11 8 ‘. s Elz| 28| % : g = 3|2 Z 8
2| @ @ |~ = E 8 5 2 § E S
o Sy { Bihar Ml EdIc o |8 1o Tol Mg | 1T 0 SHEHHERE 5 5 5|5 - E
|81 2 2 E ; & s 5 - 2
Sadr 12 0f 14 8| 14 8| 148 | 2|8|5]2| = = E 3|5 |E|8 g s =
: ' el8ls|E] ¢ i 3 3 3 S [E|% g 2 5
dors { Aurangabad .. .| 18 8| 14 8| 14 o| 14 8 1 slz|3(5) 8 | 2 S R = £
‘ s|5|3|E| & £ . - 5 2 e | S| 3 2 2 3
Sedr 13 0 13 0 13 0 13 0 S|&|8|8] 3 g 3 3 b . s |S|2 = E] g
Shahabad ... | 2 ————=ElSlA S J g & |2 1E|2|E JElE| 2 g g
Busar 12 1" 12 0] ‘18 6. dg.0 | | e SUBEY s L = =
1 1l al 4|l 5] ¢ -
e { Sadr w| 401 13| 140 10 T e U A S T e S m\u . \ b 7
e LY | —_—-__—______
Siwan 14 4 14 0 14 8 14 0 ; e | g0 =
Sadr w | 1ol el s gl 1.8 ! HHHHAHAHRHRARE
Chﬁmpﬂrﬂn e e 4 : __-_—-——————-‘______ S [ S g 02 é g E § 5 g % E %
Bettiah il o 13 0 i3 0 13 0 13 0 | T — —1& o |x|S|€]a =
[Sadr om il 11 © 11 0 11 0 11 0 | —_—
Muzaffarpur... s Hajipur 13 0 13 0 13 0 13 0 Cuttaar R
{| Sitamarhi 10 8 13 0 13 0 12 0 % Bs. Bs,
Balaggrs
Sadr 12 0 11 4 12 0 1 0 B Gl el R -
Darbhanga ... ...{ Puary w1 a] ala w | ) 1] s
; Madhubani ... . 12 0 12 0 12 0 12,10 - 11 3 1f 1 50 3
|
Sadr " ] .y 1250 12 0 10 0 10 0
Monghyr
Jamui ] . 18 0 13 0 13 0 13 0 \ oy —— — 1,
Total for 193435 , T A ]
] { Sadr 4 0 15 0 15 0 13 0 i Y e — ]|
Bhagalpur ... oo ! [ 1| 2
14 0 ‘- —l__ '
Supaul 13 0 13 0 13 O | TM"“°I'1933.34 ——{ | ol B (8 3 o B I s & " N
Sadr 1830l 10|l 130 120 | o i Y T I
Purnea ] . L el i I o B
Kishenganj ... 18 4 12 0 12 0 13 0 1 Y ) ] o d
Al i i 13 ’ 13 . 14 . \‘\ I
Santal Parganas oi { : 0 13 0 |
Deogmr e . 14 0 13 0 13 0 13 0 |
Sadr s -~ 16 0 |
Cuttack { o 6 of 16 0 18 0 '
ajpur i
ip : ¥ ool davol"™ st ol s
Sadr
“Balascre { 3 - 1 13 0 14 0 14 7 14 0 ‘
hadrak ]
r ! . 14 0 14 0 14 0 14 0 .
sadr ]
Angul e 0 1 o 13 10 13 10 13 10
Ul Phulbani § 8 0
Sad . g S0 a8 ;
T
Pari . 16 12 15 12 15 5 12
{ Khurda , B ol e
g ol w100 170
Sambal { Sadr 12 6
alpur e ; 12 ¢
Bargarh 10 8 Al 12 ¢
Hazaribagh ... L | g g 4 2] 10 2] 199
Giridih z Wl - 18 o
Ranchi Sadr 13 0 13 0 18 o 13 0 "
P&Eng\}:m o8 !jqalllunga : 2 e 13 0 18 ¢
Manbhum ot A Qaqr(P 1]]. *5e 13 0
2 5 ~al urnl . ! 14 4 14, 13 0 |
Sioghbhum | B B e ) v i 18 0 1% g 14 4 14 4 :
o L s s, 18 o 13 18 0 13 o i
- - T ITTN S 0 13 0o 13 ¢




APPENDIX D.

Statement showing the receipts of the Salt Department.

1033-34, 1934-35,
1 9 3
Rs. 8. p Re. & p.
ITT.—SALT.
MISCELLANEOUS—

Overtime foes
Miscellaneons 429 4 0 678 156 0
Saleproceeds of old stores and materials 182 9 0 3% 2 0
Total o 611 13 0 716 1 0

BOGP(Excise)Ea-—-lSS—.G

-8-1935..._JOB






