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SELECTIONS 
FROM TIIE 

RECORDS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 'l'HE PUNJAB. 
NEW SERIES-NO. XI. 

R E P 0 RT 0 N T H:E S Y .A D S 0 F T I RA. 
AND 

THEIR QUARRELS WITH THE SUNIS: 
DY 

CAPT.A.IN P. L. N. C.A.VAGNARI, 

D EPUTY COMMISSIONER, KoHAT. 

THE family of Shiah Syads, scattered about the nor thern portion of 

Sh
. h 

8 
d . ti the Kobat dist rict, the Kuram vall ey and in 

m ya s m nor iern T . . d d d f . S _ . 
portion of Kohiit, Kuram ha, I S escen e lOill yad F akr-1-Alam, who 
valley and Tira, .descended came from Gircez a.nd set tled in Kuram (at 
from Syad Fakr+Alam. that period called Bangash). The grave of this 
Syad is at Kirman, and is held in much veneration by the S biah sect. 

Fakr-i-.A.lam had 2 sons, An war and Shah Sharaf. .Amongst t he 
descendants of th e former the only Syad of any note was Shah Mas, in 
whose memory a ziarat has been erected on the summit of a small hill 
overhanging the village of Hangu. 

Division into families. 

1.-Mfr .A.kul, 
' Kuram. 

From Syad Khalil, the grandson of Shah 
Shara£, are descended the following families :-
now represented by the Syads of Tira and 

2.- Shah Tuti, now represented by the Syacs of H ::mgu and 
Ustarzai. 

3.- Mia J affir, now represented by the Syads of Sbabu Khel. 
4.- Mia F attah Sher, now represented by the Syads of Sherkote. 

In addition to the above there is a family of Shiah Syads located 
at Marai, known as the descendants of Shah Isa Bukhari. This family 
is united with the Sherkote Syads in opposition to the remaining three 
families. 

2. The present head of the Tira Syads is Mia Muhammad Hussein 
who succeeded his brother Syad Mahmud in 

Mia Muhammad Hussein 1868, it having been ordered by their father 
p resent head of Tira Syads, Madat Shah, on his death-bed, that bis son~ 
should succeed in preference t o his grandsons. The sons of Sya<l 
Mahmud were inclined to dispnte this, but the matter was referred for 
arbitration to the Deputy Commissioner of Kobat, who decided in favor 
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of Muhammad Hussein, especially as Syad Mahml1d him self had 
succeeded to the "gaddi" in preference to the sons of his e~der broth er 
Ahmed Shah. In consequence of this dispute there has been a great 
'.vaut of cordialiLy between Muhammad Hussein aud bis nephews, a~d 
this has, in a great measure, increaseel the difficulties of the family 
during the recent coalition against them. 

The followers of Muhammad Hussein in Kuram (he is, moreover, 
a o-reat friend of the Governor Sard~H' Wali Muhammad Khan,) number 

0 , .h 
no less than 3,000 families, principally amongst the Turi tn ..... e. 

3. Ducincr the rule of Mohabbat Khan Ohighatti at Pesb!iwar 
0 

(reign of the Emperor J ehungir), Syad Mir Akul 
Expulsion of Syads from d JI · h 1 B' ' ·' I m d Kl1el settle at ~orez wit t 1e ar thu 1am a "'.rim by Orakzais during d" l 

rule of Mohabbat Khan clan of the Orakzai tribe, and obtaine a a~·ge 
ChighattiatPeshnwar (reign followinrr whom he converted to the Shu~h 
ofEmperor Jeb5.ngir). persuasi~'n. This excited the j ealo~sy of Mali_k 
T or who was at that time Khan of the Orakzais, especially as his 
unp'opularity and oppressive rule caused many of his p eople to seek an 
asylum with the Syads. On some pretext or other he attacked the 
Syad, who was slain, and his family, having been ejected from Tira! sett~ed 
in the Samilzai valley of Kohut. After a t imi: they succeeded S? g.t1.~; 
ing over the l\'.lishti, Shekhan and Mulla Kbel cla ns of ~be " ami 

1 faction, who, together with the Bur Muhammad Khel sect10n, complete Y 
separated themselves from the rule of the Orakzai Khan. 

4. During the reign o~ Shah Shujah (cir. 18?7- 1808 A.D) ~1I1a~~ 
S d "th ·a f th Khan bad succeeded his father, Kha u u a 

ya s, w1 a1 o o er Kh h' . O l . H a a reat tribes, expel Orakzais and an, as c ie{ of the ra ;:za1s. e was o 
re-establish themselves in friend of the Barnkzai aoveroor Muham­
Tirn._ during reign of Shah mad Az'inl Khan brother ~f Wazir Fatteb ShuJah. < • ' b 

Khan. The Sacldozais ha<l al ready begun to e 
j ealo~s of th e Barakzais, and the Kiner wishincr to lessen the influence 
of Alam Khan directed certain "malik~; " of th~ Khyberi Afridis (i'Yf uh­
ammad Amin Khan, Sipah, and Khan Bahadur Khan, Malikclin Kbel) 
to send for one of the mo.s t influ ential men of the S hiah Syads and to 
bring_ him to Peshawar. Syn.cl Reza was brought before the King at 
P eshawar and was treated with distinction but durinO' the absence of 
Shah ~h.ujal: ~t Kabul, Alam Kha n attack~<l the Sya.d' in the centre. of 
the Bam Man and mnrdered him. When the news reached the Kmg 
h~ ordered all Alam Khan's property to be confiscated, and supported 
wtth 1~one~ the efforts of the Syads to get up a coalition agarn~t the 
Rhn.n 1.n T~ra. The Bar Muhammad Khel, J\lnlla Khel, 1Vlisbt1 and 
~i~kh an aided the Syads, as did also t he Khan of Hangu, Muhammad 

zim Khan (father of the present 'l'ah sildars Mnzaffar Khan), and ma~e 
j(; attack on the Khan's fort (called "Pakka Kila ") in the Abdulaziz 

.
1

hel settlements. Russen Jun brother of the murdered Syad Reza, 
wit some follo , ' h t · '' ers, managed to gain possession of a watc - ower --=-------

* Kohat and the indep d th" --:--- • " d "Siimil." eu cu ill tnbes are split up into two factions,-" Gar i:in 
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in front of the fort. Alam Khan's party succeeded in digging a sub­
terraneau passage from the fort to this tow.er aud th1:e~tened ~o blow 
it up if its garrison did not surrende~-. ~l11S_ threat failing, a _mme ':'as 
laid and fired, but it only succeeded m bnngmg down a port10!1 of the 
tower and no oue was injured. This tended very much to inspire con­
fidence amongst the followers of the Syads, and an attack made on the 
fort (accompaniecl no doubt by the usual amount of.treachery) resulted• 
in the utter defeat of Alam Khan and the dea th of lus brother Khangar, 
and the Khan was driven to seek shelter with the Snltauzai near the 
Sturi .Kimi settlements, and he has never since succeeded in re-establish-
i ng his power in Tira. · 

5. The power of the Syads very much increased after the expulsion 
. . of the Khan, and they succeeded in gaining 

S 011ipr~s~11~0 rulo l~tf.Shinlfi 0,rer the Abdulaziz Khel, Mani Khel, ar:d Sipah 
yac s m 1ra, coa 1 ion o SI · l 1. k I Bf.. "·r I · 

Suni~ a"ninst them in J 860, cla ns, who became ua 1s 1 · e t le ur lhu 1a.m-
nnd def~at of Shiahs. Thci1· mad Khcl. The Mish ti, Shekhau, and Mulla. 
~ubs:<)uent reinstat~mcnt Khel thoucrh par tizans of the S\1ads still ad~ 
m Tira through the in ter- ' o . . J ' 

fcrcnce of the Deputy C.:>m- hered to the Su.m persiaas10n.. 
missioner, Kohiit. 

By degrees the oppressive rule of tbe Syads 
b ecame intolerable, and endeavours were made by the Sherkot.e and 
Marn.i Syads to get up a ?oa.lition ag~inst them. The Syads had, 
moreover alienated from then· cause the mfluence of the H a ngu Khans, 
for when Nail> D erwe:.:a (who had received from the Barakzai _governor 
at Kohat Sultan nluhammad Khan, the lands of Hangu rn farm) • 
besie<Ted Hancru tl:e Syads sent some men to assist him, and the friend­
ship ~vbich fo1'='m ~rly existed between them was converted into bitter 
enmi ty. In 1860 a coa.l ition of the Sunis of Tira took place against 
Syad Mahmud and his S hiah followers. The cause was that Syad Mir, a 
Mallik: of the Mani Khel and "morid" of Syad Akbar of Sherkote, and. 
:Muha.rnmad Mir, also of the Mani Khcl tribe, "morid " of Syad Nizam 
Ali of Marai, h ad been mnch oppressed in many ways by Syad hlahm~d 
in order to force them to give up being d isciples of the other Syacts. 
Syad Akbar went to the. ~~i shtfo n:n:I a~lrnd their assi ~ta_nce. The· 
?l'lisbt is sai<l they would promise nothrng without the p erm1ss10n of the 
Khan of H angu, who was head of.the" Snm~l" faction in Tira.and lo~ver 
Miranzai. Sya<l Akbar, accom pamed by Malik Murad of the S1pah tnbcr 
went to the Khan of Hangu and asked him to allow the illishtis to aid 
him. 'l'he Khan cram permission not only to hlishtis, but also to the 
Rabiah Khel, Shekhnn, and others of the " Samii" tribes, and a regular 
" serisbta"* was formed not only of the "Sarn11 Khel" but also of the 
"Gar" tribe3. Syad l\lir and Muhammad Mir were the h ead of the 
coalitiont. They attackeJ the fort of Syad Mahmud and levelled it to 
the crround. The 8yads fled to British territory. Zeman Khan (son of 
Ala~ Kha n) took part and wish ed to establish himself as Khan in Tira. 

* Local term for a coalition or other arrangement entered into for a fixed 
purpose. 

·r [n every" sorisht11" a '' mudni," or person for whose benefit it is got up, hna 
to be declared. 
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In .o:der to P.revent this and the consequent interference in Kohut 
~~I;~1c:, Captarn ,H enderson thought it advisable to assist the Syads. 

a z d~ .J amhur was sent to H ang u t o Muzaffar Khan t elling him 
to use his influence to disperse the " 1ashkars." ~' 

. d Muzaffar Khan sent to the " J' iraas " but b is m essencrers failed to 
m uce them t d · M h 0 

' 
0 

· b 0 isperse ; u am mad Amin Khan and Syad Afzal then 
w~nt, ut tb ~y a lso fai le<l. l\1uzaffar Khan then went himself and 

t
whithl mdu.ch difficulty, and a t a cost of much money distributed am'onast 

e ea ma "mull " ( h · 0 

M h 0 as w o m consequence decla red the Syads were true 
t ' u a~lmadans), got most of t he " lashkars" t o withdraw. The restora-
.100 ° the SJ.'.ads was completed by Captain H ende rson giving perrnis­
s~on to some aOO Turls from Kuram who drove Zeman Khan off ' rebuilt 
t e fort, and forced the few remaini~g " lashkars" to retire. ' 

6. The Mani Khel then acknowledaed Syad Mahm(1d as their 
" ' " • 

0 
• S d M' d Junct!on of. Maui Khel p1r, and rn consequence ya ir an 

clan with Sh1ah Syads. Muhammad Mir were forced to leave tha t clan 
Syad Mfr anrl Mnham cl I d d b · 'b Al' J a 
Mir leave that clan, ~~~l andc Mw1:1-n e~',; a.out from tn be to tn e. 1 • < n 
are murdered. Relatives of a n 1rza 11iehd1 of t he Mani Khel were appomt­
former remain with i\ltini ed t o watch the movemen ts of 'Syad Mir ancl 
~hel1i~:1iida~~a~terflhead.ed Muha mmad Mi r and to kill th em if they found 
joi~ Orakzais, a with ~:te~~~ an opportunity. After an interval of about 9 
as~ is.tance they harass the months both Syad Mir and Muhammad M.ir 
Mam Khels. were found sleeping at a water-mill and were 

, . shot. Syad Mir's relations remained with the 
Mam Khel, but ~Inbammad Mir's relations a od family, headed by 
Mu ham.mad H ussem, after wa n<l ering about from tribe to tribe, settled 
down with Usr~16n Khan.' son of Zeman Khan (who d ied shortly after the 
Syads were rernstated m Tira). Four or five years aao Usman Kha n 
3:llowed Muhammad Hussein t o settle on a hill called "Karahar " whi ch 
lies betwee~ ~h e Maui Khel and Sturi Khel settlements · ; nd from the 
elevated pos1t10n above the Mani Khel arazina arounds h~ was able to 
har~ss the ln.tter tribe a good deal. Fo~ 2 y~a~s Muhammad Hussein 
earned on a regula r feud with t he Mani Khel but at last fearin cr that 
th I I t 'b · b · ' ' 0 

. e w 10 e n e m1g t unite aCYains t him at a time when be could O'et no 
aid from U sman Khan, he ; ent to the Da ulatzai t ribe whe~e the 
mullas .of Tira. were coll ected for the settlement of some b~siness, and 
~.fter d~stnb~~mg Rs. 300 a mongst th em begged t o be considered their 
~amsayas.t The mullas agreed and declared that Muhammad Rus-

~~m was unde.r .their protection. :Muhammad Hussein then resumed 
is form;r posit10n and continued to h arass the Mani Khel "roorids ":j: 

of the Tira Syads. 

~ It is deemed advis bl t h ' . · f what a bocly of Path· · 1 a e o use t ts word as bemg more expressive o . 
the E nglish wo~ds ~ro~~cted togetJ1er ~or fighting purposes is than would be imJ)hed by 

:> • Troops l<lvies would perhaps be a nearer approach to it. 
. t Denizen living und th . I d or 
m whose vicinity he h er e protect10n of a tribe or individnal in whose au 

as settled to r eside, 

+ Disciples, 
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7. Ghulam J affir, Mani Khel's, cousin di ed, leaving a widow and 
a young child aged 2 or 2! years and a lot of 
proper ty. The widow, fearing that Gbulam 
Jaffir would murder t he chi ld in order to seize 
upon the inh eritance, went t o Syad Mahmud's 
i;on, Syad Askar, and asked his protection. A 
shor t time afterwards the child was missing, 
and the mother went to Syad Askar and begged 

Ghuliim J aliir, Miini Khel, 
carries off his deceasecl cou­
sin 's son. Tho mother ap­
peals to Syad Askar, who 

• attacks Gbuli1m Jaffi r. 
Ghuliim Jaffir takes refuge 
with ~Iuhammad Hussein. 

his aid; th e Syad took an armed party and went to Ghulam J affir 
and made him prisoner, aud endeavoured t o compel him to disclose 
what had become of the child. He promised in 10 days t o tell a ll 
about it, aud he was released. Tha t night he fled to Karghar with bis 
family and his belongings, and took refuge with Muhammad Hussein. 

8. After a time Syad Askar sent m essengers to Muhammad 
Syacl Askar induces Mu- Hussein and Ghulam Jaffa· promising forgive­

hnmmad Hussein to murder ness and reinstatement in their tribe to which­
Ghulnm Jaffir. ever of the two should kill tb e other. Muham­
mad Hussein managed to hear that Gbulam J a ffir was intending to take 
his l ife, and on pretence of repairing th e mosque of the vi llage, collected 
tocrether and unarmed the whole of t he residents, and amongst tbem 
w;s Ghulam J affir and 6 of his near relations, and then sudd enly rush­
incr on them with some armed followers he massacred Ghulam J affir and 
4 ~f his relatives, 2 managing to escape. (One has recently been 
tried for murde.r and sentenced to transportation fo1: life, as he, bappen­
ina to come across one of Muhammad Hussein's relatives in British 
te;ritory, mnrdered him in re tal iation for the massacre above detailed.) 
Muhamm ad Hussein then sent to Syad Askar tell ing him what he l:.ad 
done, and asked for fulfilment of his promise. Syad Askar at once 
took 40 armed followers and went to Karghar and demanded the 
women and property of Ghulam Jaffir. Muhammad Hussein would not 
allow him to enter the village for fear of some treachery, bu t made 
over the property, and keeping the women aud children sent them iu 
safety to the Utma n Kh el tribe. The Syad, taking advantage of the 
pretext afforded by Muhammad Hussein's refusal to allow him to enter 
Karghar, refused to forgive him, and returned to his fort. 

9. Azgbar Hussein , one of t be Mul1arnmad T akki "nwasai" 
Azghiw Hussein, of the (descend an ts, lit: " gra.nd-ch.ildre.n "), having 

Muhammad Takki clan, at been expelled from lns tnbe in a woman 
instigation of Syad Askar, case, resided at Kulahi (Sipah Ainposh village) 
murders Muhammad Hus· d c d f · d b' · l M b d 
seiu. Syad Askar then an i?rme a n en s ip wit 1 u amma 
plunders Muhammad Hns- Hussem at Kargha r. Syad Askar sent to 
soin's property. him promising him money and a lso to establish 
him in possession of Karghar, if be would slay Muhammad Hussein. 
Three months ago Muhammad Hussein, accompanied by AzCYhar 
Hussein, went to village SabUra Khel, in the Mani Khel settle­
ments, t o see after some crops that were being threshed out. Azahar 
Hussein, b eing on t olerably friendly terms with the Mani Khel, o~ at 
all events not being on such bad terms with them as Muhammad Hus­
sein, agreed to guard the latter while he slept, and, taking advantage 
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of this opportunity, be deliberate! s . 
g:ave the alarm of thi eves, and prfte~3!dh~f th1;ough the chest and then 
t100 of the Syad's fort and accom . 1at t iey had taken t he di rec 
? rothers and companions, we~t in p ~a~1e_d by .M ~1 h arnmad Hnssein'~ 
rng the fort Azahar H . m su1t Ill t bat direction On . l 1\1 I o ussem rushed · d d · 1eac1-

t~ iammad Hussein, and prevented tb Jin a n eclared he bad kil led 
;:nng the fort, and they therefore ret e dtter's hr_o ther, &c., from en­
h zgbar Hussein went straia ht to S d ~~e , to t he1r relative's corpse. 
~had done. The Syad "~i-tho u t J;~ s rnr s house and told him wha t 

direct to Karghar and plundered th ay .collected his followers and went 
escape to t he Utma n Khel who t. e village, t he women manao-ino- to 
~·~t ~be Sbyad's party had b~rnt th~r~~1 out ad" ch ig ~1a "• to assist th~m, 
e o1e t e U tman Kb el .. · age an earned off the plunder 

numbers, did n ot like to crs _a111 ved, _and the latter, beino: too wea k in· 
. o 0 in pursm t toward s the fort. 0 

On the11· return from K t, ·o- ' 
Muhammad Hussein bei b.uohar, t he Syad s pa rty met the body of 
dered man, re~ocrnisin ;gtl ro' g-1.lt along. The reln.tives of the mur­
p roach, as t hey we~e e o. 1e .}ad, called ou t to him not to n. 

B
t o con~ole (fatiha) for ~~:l~es, tf"tf tMhe Syad replied that he haJ co!~ 

usse1n's broth er &c th ea 1 o , uhammad Hussein. Muhammad 
b~t that if th e Sy~d ~ppr~~c~u.l~e~lout t ha t t hey had broug ht t he corpse 
~ a nd t he fun era l party fled 1e Tl ie~ won.Id leave it. Th e Syad advanc: i 'fcl of the Muhammad Takk" f, ' ~1 yad s pa rty fired at th em and a 

scar's rifle. • 1 a mi Y was killed,-people said by Syad 

lO. The mullas of th D 1 · 
M JI ·t ~ a u_atza i, on hearing of t his act d eclrired 

up' ~1:1~a~~1~:d1a~zai t:i~e ~ivZn bte 11'11 v/olation of t he protection, they '1rnd 
cause. ussein 9 0 d 0 u rn.mmad Hussein and they collect­
b T~~_Syads appease them e tanc.l _wen t to the Syad's rdrt a nd de mand ed 
Y gl\ 1ng up Muha 1 res oration of th I cl d ' 

Bussei1:'s property 'mmac " nacrh "-J. f e P un ere property and a 
· and 0 a I rom the Sya cls. They were refused, 

the Mishti tribe and Jett moreover insul ted. They th e n wen t to f bbas, hearing ~f this andr~ w~:e sent to a ll t he mnllas of Tira. Syad 
860, ~en t for th e Da u lat . eai;rg a repetition of the occurre nce of 

res~ored the property of M~h~ as a nd fea?ted and bribed th em a nd 
satisfied. mad Busse10,-a nd t hey sa id they were 

l l. In the berrinnin cr of A. 
Th T' 

0 W l" ugust 1874 the Tira mullas h eaded by 
by otficr 

1[;~h;;ul/as, aided cl a 1 Kha~, l\lulla of Chappa ri, an Akh el Ban­
Syad's fort, t~k~ttj~ck thr a, of Nan ab, assembled at the .Mish t i settle­
rrfke it ove~· to Us~G~ me~ts and d eclared tha t the ins ult was one 
to B~iti?{~kza~. Syads fly agamst the whole of the Tira mullas a nd not 

erritory. one that the D a ulatzai conld forcrive ·' a nd the 

of their respective tribes.mullas separated to assemble th~ fighti~g men 

• A pursuit party. 
+ .A fiue eithe · th 

demand it r in e shape of a m 
· oney present or a feast to the deputation sent to 
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The" lashkars " assembled in t he Misht i settlements and number­
ed about 8,000 men, priucipally of the "Snmil Khel " faction, but 
several of the" Gar Khel " also joined from the Daulatzai tribes. 

When preparations were made to proceed against the Syad's for t 
tbe Shekban t ribe refused to grant a passage towards the Bar Muham­
mad Khel lands, but the mullas declared th ey would go by force, and 
the S hekhnn therefore begged that they might be a llowed to bring t he 
Bflr Muhamm ad Kh el in, stating that they would no longer side with 
the Syad's party. This request was granted, a nd the Shekhfln brouaht 
in the Bnr Muhammad Khel, who gave hostages a nd said that t he 
"lashkars" might go in safety through their lands. 

The Ali Khel tried to similarly gain over the Ahdulaziz Khel, who 
refused to give over t heir Syads. H alf the Mani Khel ad hered to the 
Syad's cause. 

The Aka Khel, T akka Khel, and Daulatzai attacked the fort from the 
nor th , destroying the settlements of the Ainposh Sipah and the Abdul­
aziz Kbel. T he M.isht i, Rabiah Khel, Ali Khel, Mubammadzai, Alisher­
zai attacked from the south, and destroyed Dirma h and the other 
villages of the Abdulaziz Khel. 

The Mani Rhel then said th ey.could not assist furth er, and they 
withdrew. The Syads left their fort during the night, a nd next even­
ing it was partially destroyed. U smac K han, Orakzai, who had been 
making friendly overtures to the Syads, declared himself to be on the 
"lslamz(m" side. D uring th e day a discussion took place as to aivincr 
the fort t? Usm~n Kha~, bnt the hlishti~ said Rs. I;~,000 was the 

0 

pric~ 
fixe<l for i t, and if U sman Khan would give that sum he should have i t 
made over to him; b ut be r efused. However, after some furth er parley, 
the fort was made over to him, bu t he was quite unable to hold it with­
out the permanent aid of th e "Snmil " t ribes in i ts vicinity, and as th e 
Khan belongs to the" Gar " party, he could only hope for such aid from 
t he ordinarily inimical faction so long as the general coalition against 
the S hiahs continued. 

1 2. The above occurred on the 26 th August 1874, and on the 

Peace restored. 
following da.y it was arranged to t ake th e 
" laslikars " against th e Mani Khel and the few 

remainincr settlements of the B ar Muhammad Khel. The latter clan, 
thourrh attached t o the Syad's party, is in reality of t he" Samil " faction , 
and ~n this account the Mishti, S hekhiin, and Mulla Khel in terposed on 
its behalf, and the attack was deferred in order to give i t time to make 
its peace with the mullas. In the same mann er t he Ali Khel saved 
the hlani Khel, both clans being of the " Gar " faction . 

. _'l'he Syads having left Tira and tak en refuge with their disciples in 
Bnt1sh terri tory, t he three clans of the Muhammad Khel sent jirgas to 
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the mulias and b crcr 
from the e"'oed for peace The 

m, except the renouncin~ of thY. ~gSrhe~d to ~verythinO' required 
13. For the e . o eu iah fai th. o 

nsutncr 4 m th h Muharnm d K "' on st ere were f l · vite th S a he! clan in- and the " 1· .1. )· " no res 1 disturbances . e ynds bnck to T' aso ... ars of th d · cc ' 
m November 1874. ira returned to th . I e tuerent tribes 
a messacr . her 1874 S a:1~ iomes. On t he 10th Novem-
wish d oe from the Muhammad Kh Jc ~nharnmad Hussein received 
of th: S~~n~a~e l~im back. in Tfra, as etll1:eStl~~~hst~ting I that his f? llowers 
Russei u as most irksome A . . s e t t 16 oppressive rule 
fresh c~1f~~~1·ned. with the me~sen0'~~-~1dt~~! Syaids Azghar and Gul 
sum . agarnst them on th "' ira. n order to avoid a 
to homst~lr, itlwas J etermioed to endee return oft.he tribes to Ti ra in the 

1 e c ans A · · avour to O'ain . . 
son of th . : Jtrga was sent to t i ·"'" . o~e1 some of the b1 ther-
the M' b e,A.Jm1r, the principal" lU Jr! 1,~ M1sht1 tnbe to the grave of t he 
the ho~stiN: w~s sought. for on beh:J/o~ tlof ~1atdclan, an~ the interest of 
tribe w . 1 o. the M1shtls aO'aios ie ya s. So rnveterate was 
.. e1e in clined to putt cl"' h t them that some members of the 
Jircra M l"k A" . Ci eat th S cl h 
we~e. f, a t Jrn1r, however in e ya s w o had accompanied the 
jirga th~ttheb time under his p'rot!~;fo~Jset and declared that. the Sya.ds 
wi th its w en tl!e Muhammad Khel , nt a reply was given to the 
would b~vords s.ta1ned with the blood s;ould send a deputation bringing 
to Tira edstabl1shed between the t o ~bh e Syads a permanent peace 

, an the S d wo tn es Tl ·· l a sufficie t ya s were re-estabr h d . · :e Jtrga t rnn returned 
close at hn ~umber of the three clan~s ef M theu· former pos ition , and 

an :;o as to be ready 
1
·n fo u ammad Khel remained 

case o emercrency 
14 A.. "' . 

. Jtrga was next 
d!~~~he~fh~~~iliti.es . Plan- Muhs:~%~~compani.ed by Syad Takki, soil of 
of Chappar. sht1 village Syad Mahmti~ussern, and S_r:ad Askar, son of 
Th · · 'to Mu!Ja Wal1 Khan a t Chap 
1n:1' t~e~ 1M~ceede? to &~r~~~1~1 ref~sed even to see the deputation~ 
moopy th umoza1 to a cone an summoned t he elders of the Al i 

e S d ierence B · · d. · mentio cl 
1
Ya s succeeded in .. · Y a JU 1c10us distribution of 

the B. nM c ans of the "Gar" ~a1n_1ng over ha lf of each of tlte above­
heforeard uha.mmnd Khel ,des ~ction, who, in order to guard a""ainst 
on the'" er~a~ded from tha t cla~ ;~g t? the "Sarni!" side, as t h;y did 
shed ·t Sumtl" viJla,,.e of Cb ~at i t should lead a proposed attack 1 would b · 0 app<e.r M. ht" l · Muha d e impossible t is i, so t iat blood havin,,. been 

tnma Kb l o turn b I · "' and after e promised to be r d ac c in the mat ter. The Bar 
The Shia.b~~tual assurances s wor ea y when req uired to lead the attack, 
"Gidari " b 1 hen collected th · ~on the Ku ran the meetin <Y dispersed. 

, e onO'· e1r 1orces a d tt I d · 0 

returned a. d "' tng to Us1uan Kh n a ac rn a vtl/a,,.e named 
Which occu n. commenced re a· . an, an~ destroyed it, and tlrny then 
arranged t/~~~ them until tbeP4~~1~1 l\tbeir fort_ and st~engtheoing it 
ahongst the A.rci~happar Mish ti 1 fa:icb l87o~ on which date it was 
~ at village andt el, headed b . b n 1e even10g tl:.e Syads' faction 
including atnon,,. burnt it to the yO't· e Bar ~lt~hammad Khel, attacked 

S
was offered to tohst that number th"' 101~~d, fkdhng 3 of i ts inhabitants 

· e c . e wire o 1'J l"k "' , . ' uui ALulla. and · 01 pse of the a 1 ri'liro. Great cl 1shonor ' It , woman a I ' 
vas also cast in the fla ' ~ ~1e wa~ t he daughter of a 

mm"' debns of the village. 
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15. This act gave Mulla Wali Khan a fresh pretext for inciting the 
Mulla Wa!i Rhau of Sunis to extirpate the Shiah Syads from Tira. 

Chappii.r incites the Sunfs to He went to the Akb und of Swat, who not only 
extirpAte the Shiah :->yAds did not give him any encouragement, but 
from Tira. Operations d · d 
ngninst Shiah Syads and reprove him for 1.11s con uct in so frequently 
their allies during June and assembling jirgas and his endeavours to obtain 
July 1875. a worldly notoriety. This, however, did not 
disconcert the mulla, as he weut from tribe to tribe carrying the Kuran and 
begging for aid in the cause of I slam. H e, moreover, sent a message 
to Mulla Dagbar of Khost begging him to come o.nd assist in the good 
cause. D uring the disturbances in J.874 Mulla Daghar had attempted 
tq join the other Sunis in Tira, but the Governor of Khost, acting in 
accordance with t he wishes of Sar<lar Wali Muhammad Khan of Kuram, 
prevented him from so doing. On hearing again from Mulla Wali .Kban, 
Mulla Dagbar went to K abul and asked permission from the Amir, 
statinO' that, Tira being independent territory, his action would not in­
terfer~ with any of the Amir's subjects. T he Amir then gave orders 
that Mulla Dagbar was not to be prevented from leaving Khost if he 
wished to j oin the Sunis in Tira. 

On the 20th June 1875 Mulla Wali Khan left Chappuri, and was 
promised aid from t he following tribes :-

Sc'vmil faction.- Zymusht, Ali Sherzai, Massozai, Rabi ah Khel 
1Yluharnmadzai, Darradar, Shekhan, Mulla Khel, Mishti 
Sturi Khel, Bazoti, Utm6.n Khel, F eroze Khel, Aka Khel 
Zaka Khel, Malikdin Khel, Sipah, Kammari, Afridis. ' 

Ga1· faction. -Half Mamozai, half Akhel, half Ali Khel, and the 
Kambar Khel Afridis, the remaining por tion of the Oar 
tribes having deflected to· the Syads as already mentioned. 

On the 2nd July ~ttack was made on the Bar Muhammad Khel, 
but the Sunis were dnven back. They renewed the attack on the 
following day and succeeded in destroying all the small hamlets of the 
Bar Muhammad Khel,-the larger villaaes of Dar"hi and Korez not 
being a,ttacked. "' "' 

. On the 4th .July a combined attack was arranged to take place 
against the Mam Khel and also on the settlements of the Ainposh Sipah. 
'.J'he Mani Khel. ha~ constructed . breastworks in front of the pass lead­
rng towards then· villages, and it was arranged that the Ali Sherzai 
ShekMn and Mishti were to attack these breastworks and if successful 
~he Ali Khel, Akhe~ and M.ishtis were to m.ake a flank ~ovement and get 
rn rear of the Mam Khel and cut off their retreat to their own settle­
ments. The attack w.as made with more than usual vigour, and the 
breastworks were earned, some 8 or 10 men havinO' been killed 
and wounded on either ~ide. The Mishtis then attempted to cut off 
the retreat of the M.am K~el, bi;t some .members of the Ali Khel and 
f\.kh el, after pro~eedmg a httle way, dechned to go any further, declar­
~ng that t he Mam Khel settlements only contained women, and t hat · 
it '~as . no 1:.onor or glory to attack them. It was stated that this 
hes1tat1on on the part of the " Gar" clans had been brought about by 
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bri?ety on the part of the S d 
believed that thourrh th My~ s! but the latterdeny·this wishforr it to be . h , o e un1 Kh 11 f h . , "' 
rng t at their line of ref e e t t e1r breastworks on perceiv-
worst of the fi rrh t and iremfen~ was threatened, the Sunis really uot the d. . o were a raid to f "' 1

vers1on created enabled th .M , . pursue. Iowever this may be, the 
further attack was d e ani Khel to reach their vil1a.ues and no 
the Akhcl and A.Ii K~ ~- Mutual r ecriminations follow;d ~mongst 

·,?ut t~~ Misbtis separated teh, and they very nearly ca?le to blows, 
Gar clans fourrht am te would-be combatants, fearing that if the 

·mac!1inations of the "sZ~1f,, thems~lves it would be ascribed to the 
as disunited as possibl . f party 10 order to make the "Gar" faction 
whole of the "Gar" t 10 

future, and this would tend to alienate the 
·Tb cans rom the present coalition with the "Slimil.'' 

e attack on the A.in h . 
fe,~ outlying hamlets b 1 pos . Sipahs was so far successful that a 
Sb!ahs c_lairn to have had eth~~ng to tho.t clan were destroyed. The 
reliable information as t th est of th~ fight, and though there is no 
the genera! impression · 

0 
ti e n~mbers killed and wounded on each side, 

So carefu l were either s~~ ~at t e loss of the Sunfs was the heaviest. 
reported by an eye-, · t 

1 
e 0 conceal their own actual loss that it is 

open air, as neither p;v~r~ess thladt 6 _dead bodies were left to rnt in the 
Y wou claim them. 

o? the 10th of Jul . 
·Shekban and burnt th Y the Shiahs attacked some hamlets of the em. 

The Afridis and ·tJ:i z 
a~sis~ance, had not et . e . ymusht, who had promised Mulla Wa:li Khan 
nothmg further co ~d barrdi ved on the scene .; so the mulla declared that 

u e one for the next fortnight. 
l6. A larae b 

British su . 
0 

num er of ~angashes and Khattaks left British terri-
e~ by De~~~is greve~t- tory In order to accompany Mulla Wali Khan. 
h~nt~j.f:om taking ;a~f11r ~rder~ were sent by the Deputy Commissioner 8 1 

ities. n irectmg thE!m to return at once or otherwise 
Wa!i Khan was inD their property would be confiscat~d; and Mulla. 
bf Chappari he wou~~med bbat so lo~g as he resided in the British village 
eyo~d the border Anot e permitted to ta1ce part in disturbanc,es 

for him to return b t th he had become so implicated, it was impossible 
!n fact, they wer~ 11~ e other British subjects all returned at once. 
10g, as they had go t at all sorry to have a plausible excuse for return­
the Sbiahs ; for th ne to Tfra in the hopes of sharing in the plunder of 
such a strong coalit~~nn:;er fo~ a moment .imagined that in the face of 
number of Turfs fro e Sh1abs would attempt any resistance. A 
;~rough Miranzai to: d Khram managed to find their way into Tira 
t e Khan of fianau t 

1 
t e Syads, despite the precautions taken by 

he "Shiahs" of the S pr~vei:t it. The arrangements taken to prevent 
~orn)~etely successful. T~ilzai vaJ.ley from going to aid the Syads were 
u~p 1es to their" p'. ,, • ey were not prevented from sendinu crrain and pe1 ty co . II s, or f t k. "' o 

them th mmitted for safet rom . a rng charge of any cattle or pro-
at they Wuuld be ~el~o theu· ?harg_e, it being impressed upon 

responsible i f negligence on their part 

• Spiritual head. 

ll 
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gave opportunity to m~~ from ~eyond the border to-attack such property· 
within the limits of Bnt1sh terntory. 

17. Up to date (16th August) no further fighting hhas t~kSehn. phlac~ 
between the " Sunis" and t e rn. s, 

No furtl!er fighting up to but both Mulla W.ali Khan and Mnlla Dag bar 
clnto (16th August), h.11t . · t' t w hos 
hostilities expected on tho are makmg active prepara ions o rene • -
" Shnbirilt. ;, til i ties on the "Shabirat" (17th August): 

18. An incident took place at the commencehmen.t tof the motnthf 
which very nearly led to t ~ es rangemen ~ 

lncidcnt at commence- the whole of the Daulatzai from the · mulla s 
ment of August which very party. Zabta Khan, of the Sipah Ora~zai, the 
w:mrly led to the estrnnge· l h t d d ti 
ment of tho whole of the only malik of that clan w 10 as no a1 e le 

Daulatzai from tho- mulln's Syads, a few years ago founded a h~?1let on t~e 
party. northern slopes of the "M~laghar mountai_n 
with the general permission of the Daulatzai. He people~ .1t 
partly with his own men· and partly with so~e Aka Khel . ~fnd 1~. 
Latterly, however, he managed to have some_ disagreement with bis 
Afridi "bamsayas," who, taking ~cl-vantage of his absence from-the htc~-
1· t collected a larrcre party of their chnsmen and made a m_ost treacher -
0~~ attack on th e 

0

Sipah residents, killing 4 men, woundmg 2 others. 
and carried off. 24 women and 400 head of cattle to the- . Aka 
Khel settlements, declaring that they . did so. because the- Sipahs . 
are" Shiahs." Tbe Daulatzai resented this as an insult t? t he protec­
tion they had given to Zabta Khan 1 and threatened to withdraw from 
the Suni coalition if M111la Wali Khan did not force the Aka Khel to 
restore the women and cattle. T·he mulla sent to the Aka Kl!el, who 
refused to give up the plunder. 'M.ulla Wali Khan then went m person 
to the tribe, and it is reported that the Aka Kbel have surrendered the 
women and cattle, 

19. H aving now. brought the history of the Ti ra Syads _and their 
E"' t f 1 b quarrels with the Snnis up to date, it appears. uec s o qnarre s e- ' . . ·k J · h 

tween Tira Syads and ad v1sable to make a Jew. rem?-1 . s as to _ 1ow ~ e 
Sunis on tho interests of in terests of the. Gov.ernment m connection with. 
G?vcrument_ i~ connec.ti?n th l'tical administration of the Kohut bordei-
with the poht1cal admm1s- e po 1 < • b S J a 
t1·ntion of· tho K'oh:\t bor· are· affected• by these d1stur ances.. o ono as 
der. the Shiah Syads are· n?t absolutely ousted 
from an· connection with Tira, it matters _but little ~ow l?ng- these 
qna.rrels with the Sunis are continued. Their presence m Tira as th e 
spiritual head of the Muhammad Khel clans acts as a- pm;erful _check 
against the re-esta.blishmeat of the power of Alam Kha~1 s family, at 
present represented by Usman Khan. Should such acontu~gency occur 
as this family ao-ain becominO' the bead of the "Gar" section n:mo~gst 
t~e Sipah Oral~zai, it would "'result iu a repetition of the comphcat1ous. 
caused by Rahmat Khan in connection with the managemen t of th~ 
pass Afridis, as the influence he would thus gain over the Daulatza1, 
who _recei.ve a share of the pass subsidy,. would be exerted i~ order to 
obtam onee mol'e for the family the· management of the Ko hat pass,, or 
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failing in that, it would be utilised in undermining the influence of who­
ever was entrusted with that charge. It is therefore most ~e:ess~ry 
that a ny t endency on the part of Usman Khan towards obta1mng 1~­
fluence with the Daulatzai should be checked, and as be is a j agirda r m 
the P eshawar district, his compulsory attendance there would always 
frustrate any design of the kind. 

20. In default of the Syads, it would b e n ecessary either t?, 
· " Kh " t the " Gar Advantage to Govern- appomt a an to ~epres~n. . 

m~ot ~rom the ~hia~ Syads faction, or prevent their umtmg with the 
bemg m power m Tira. 

1 

" Samii " party, wh ich would ser~e no good 
purpose. Al though t.ie present leader of the par ty, Muzaffa.r Khan of 
H anau, utilises his influence in forwardina the interests of Government, 

b 0 
it is obviously more expedient in dealing with such ch aracters as 
P atb6.ns that the two factions should remain distinct. 

Bahadur Sher Khan, as chief of the L ower B angasb es, b eing of the 
" Gar" faction, would b e willingly accep.ted by that party as i~ leader, 
but the difficulty of such an arranaement would b e that any rnfluence 
h e would thus gain would h ave to be ext ended to .Ali Khel, .Akhel, and 
other " Gar" tribes on the b order of U pper Miranzai, who, under 
p resent arrangements, are managed by the H a na u family through t he 
Bangash villages of Kai, N ar iab and D ersama; d, who naturally detJr 
b eing under the government of a '' Samil" chief, and would gla. '-:[ 
accept any new arrangement. It is not prob able that the t wo chiefs 
of the Upper and Lower Bangashes would work cordially together, and 
therefore i.t is better that the present arrangement sh ould be adhered 
t o as long as possible. Consequently i t is the Government's interest 
that the Syads should b e able to h old their own in Tira, and thus sa ve 
any new arrangement b eing necessary. 

21. As the misfortun es of last year have made the family more 

F
. f pow. er of united tha n they h ave b een since the death of 
irmness o S d M h , d . . l ' k l h b . U Shiah Syads in Tira. ya a mu , it J.E. not 1 · e y t at t ey w1 

be again driven out of their for t, and t herefore 
up t o the present time it has only been necessary to enforce upon t he 
residents of the district tha t they cannot be permitted to take actiYe 
part in the disturbances beyond the border. 

22. I t is doubtful whether Mulla Wali Khan will return to 
Suggestion for keeping Chappari, as he is an Akhel Ora.kzai .. If he 

Muna Wa!i Khan quiet. does be should b e bound down by security not 
to t ak e part in such matters so lono as be 

elects to reside in British territory. 
0 

· 

23. I t is not at all improbable that a fa vorable opportunity may 
Possibility of settlem.int occur, aft er the present coalition has dispersed, 

of differences between Han· to arrar.ge some sort of settlement of t he 
gu family and the Syads, differences between the H an a u family and the 
Syads, which, if _effect~d, wo~1ld probably t end to pr~vent a recurrence 
of the present d1ffi_cul t1es which cannot but otherwise result in creat ing 

• an amount ?f e~c1temeot along the border of this dis trict which had 
bes.t be avo1<led tf poss:ble. 
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bl .4' t i Shicth Syads of Ti1·a. 
GenealogicctL Ta e OJ ie 

Fahr-i·Al:un. 

Khalil (g~andson oE abo\"c). 

Syad ReJfi (t\ descendant of above; correct lineage unknown). 

Unwar S~ah (nephew or consin oi o.bo>e). 
. I 

~ladat Shah. 

\ 
~~~\~~ _ __,l'--~-

I Ahmad Shah\ 
ldead). 

Syad Mahmud\ 
ldcau). 

\

Muhammad\ 
Bassnn. \H Sh h 

\ \ 

Hns~:m Shnh \ 
ussen a . (dead). .\ 

Akbar, ~gbar ,\ \ \ \ 

I --"-_\,___ 

\ 

hlosim I Abbas, 
lbrahim. 

- - -------' 

Askar, l mii.m Muhammad Mir H assan, 
. Shah, l\1izriib T:i.kki, Abdul Azghar 

Shah, Zahur Ktisim. Husscn. 
Shah. 

\ 

i'iiasum, \ Gui, 
B.ass:i.n. 

N. B.-For an account of the Or:i.kzni tribe, its sections o.nd party politics vicle 
" McGregor's Gazetteer North-"\V cstern Frontier," Volume II, page 532 et seq. ' 

T lte 18111Au9uat1S75. 
P. L. N. 0 AVAG!URI , Oa1Jtai11, 

O.ff 9. Deputy Commissio11e1·, K ohcit . 

Supplementa1·y Memomnd:urm by Captain P. L . N. CA.VA.GNARI 
Deputy Oommissione1·, K ohat, on the T·fra Syacls, to ' 

31st A ugust 1875. 

ON the 19th August a nigh t attack was .made by the S h ' b 
N ' ht th M' hf ·11 ia s on 1~ • n~tack by 8yads . e is 1 v 1 age of K asha only p ar tl · h b 

oi °Mlllht1 village o[ Kasho.. i ted at th is time of th ' Y i n ~ -
of th ·11 e year. A g reat p orti on 

k·11 d d e vi aae was bu t 18 
l e an wounded, and 60 goats o d rn , m en w er e 

2 I . a n some plunder w ere carried off 
· n m akmg this att ack the S yads h ave d. . · 

D~sregard by Syads of given them by the D isr egarded .t he advice 
~~vice o,~ Dhe_puty Commis- K oh !i.t that t '-ey h ledputy Commissioner of 
1oner, ... ,.o o.t. l , '" s ou as far a s ·bl 
which would give additi~~I1 ~:cu~~e d efensive and not d~

0

S:~ ~r~! 
partty t o get u~ a furth er coalition taoa ~hetmtuhllas aud the " ~ami\1'' 
ac may p rove . oam s em N b 
whole of the M.~~~:~~11Ki::easure, b en efici al t.o the s~~:~t ~less th is 

all have equally incurred the e~~;~~i~;0~(tl{a~_1n t.his_ attR.~k ~he~s !~u 
e isht1 tnbe, and t his will 
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prevent all probability of any future defection, especially on tbe part of 
the Bar Muhammad Khel clan which beirw " Samil" has hitherto been 
·more or less inclined to the i~terests of that faction . It is- also quite 
an open questi-0n whether the mullas will be at all gainers by this act 
on the part of the Syads. They will of course try to incite further 
h atred against them, but there has been growing up of late a general 
disinclination in Tira to incur further trouble in a matter in which the 
tribes have no great personal interest, and which has been got up­
entirely by the mullas. The " Gar" faction especially, having become 
more united, will not be sorry to withdraw from a matter which is. 
principally the work of the " Samil" party. All who are disinclined to. 
proceed further in the case will probably reply to any dema?d for 
assistance by declaring that though willing to aid the mu\las i? t~e· 
cause of" I slam," they do not care to take part in a quarrel which is. 
entirely between the Mishtis and the Muhammad Khels. 

3. The endeavours made by Mulla Dag.bar- of Khost. have not as. 

F 
-
1 

f d f yet resulted in any fresh attack being made on 
at ure o en eavours o " h 

Mulla Dagbar of Khost to the Syads, antl though the " lashkars ~ve· 
incite an attack on the not entirely dispersed there has been no fightmg 
Syads. during the month. 

4. Sardar Wali Muhammad Khan, the Governor of Kuram,.has. 
endeavoW"ed to cause the return of MuHa 
Dagbar by sending him a message that the 
Amir bas directed bis immediate return to. 
Khost, or else that his property will be confis­
cated. The mulh does not b elieve that such 

Measures ta.ken by Gov­
ernor of K uram to cause 
Mulla Dagbar to return 
to Khost. 

an order over emanated from the Amir, and has refused to leave Tira . .. 
5. A party of armed Tnris from Kuram, on their way into Tira to· 

C 11
. . b t ty aid the Syads,. came into collision with some 

0 1e1on e ween a par M 11 Kh l 0 k · f B · L of armed Turis from Kuram ~ a . e ra zai_s, o a~da W rasta in ower 
and some Mulla Khel Orak- Miranza1, who, havmg received orders to that 
zais of ~anda. Wrasta in effect, refused to allow them to pass through 
Lower Miranuu. their lands and ordered them to go to H angu. 
A dispute arose and swords were used, and one of the Turis was badly 
wounded. The case was adjusted by the Deputy Commissioner on the 
28th August, and the Mulla Khels were considered to have ~:weeded 
their instructions, and were therefore directed to pay the wounded. 
Turi Rs. 50 and compensate the party for some trifling property they 
declared had been taken from them. 'fhe Turis bad their weapons. 
restored to then;>., and after a warning were directed to return t~ 
Kura.m. 
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