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MEMORANDUM. 

The· Inspector General publishes the cnclozed copy of a. Tetter· tO' tf:ie' 
Secretary to GO\·ernment Punjab, reporting on the conduct of the Kook:ili 

sect during the yca1· 1&69, for the information of police offi.cei:s.,. 

C@:TRAL POLICE OH' lCE, 1.. 
ahore, Hlh J cm1wry 187 1. 5 



No. 7. 
: 201. ) 

ro 

Sm, 

LIEUTENANT COL. G. HUTCHINSON, c. s. r., 

hupector GeneraZ of PoZice, Pm1Jab, 

T. H. THORNTON, ESQUIRE, D. c. L., 

Secretary to Government, Pn11jab, 

OiviZ Department. 

JJaterl Lalwre, 14th Jam&ar!J 1871. 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Government, the 

POLICE. result of the police observation of the Kookah sect 
Report on the Kookah ,. 

~ct for 1869. . during the year 1869. 

2. The principal incident to be related is the so called riot in the 

Kooko.h riot in Foroze· Ferozepoor district. As it gives an insight into the 
poor ilistrict. dangers of Kookahism, when the leader is an un~ 

scrupulous intriguing man, I give a somewh"at full account of the occurrence, 
partly taken from the notes of the District Superintendent of Police, and 

partly from the judicial record of the trial. 

3. Towards the close of February 1869, reports reached Mr. Turton 
Smith that Kookahs where collecting near Roopana. 

Origin of tho disturbo.nce. 
in the Ferozepoor district. It was stated that the 

lumberdar of that village had burnt some spinning wheels, a charpoy, and a 

plough, part of a cart, &c., and having deserted his home, had proceeded with a 

body of Kookahs in the direction of Tehrajwalla, a village in the Sirsa district. 
The movements of this party where closely watched by Diwan Baksh, Deputy 
Inspector of Police, who anticipated disturbances in consequence of its 
attitude. 

4. Some two days later a report was sent in by Deputy Inspec 
Diwan Baksh that the Kookahs had set upon him 

b Attack on tho Deputy 
speotor. ' observing their movements. It appears that hiss\ 

tvas damaged and taken from him, his horse was struck with a spear, one 

Sing either struck Diwan Baksh with an axe or a stick, and Murina 
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tbre~ a spear at hil'r\. A qonstab1e who accompainccl the Deputy Inspcctot• 

"'was aso;n,ulted, his sword broken :rnd taken from him, and his coat cut th i·ou•"h 

• by a blow from the blade. This ~ttempt to deter the P olice from theit' <h~y 
was macle near Kooraywalla. D1wan Baksh statccl tha't t he party of K J· 1 . . ., . oo ,n 1s 
used most sed1t1ous bnguagc, and proclaimed the Khalsa i·ci· O' • tt' Jl 

' 0 n, SC 1no· ' l 
authority at clefiance. 0 • 

5. In the absence of the D eputy Commissioner M . T t 
. . . ' r. ur on Smith 

Police proceed to sc~ne District Snpcrmtendent of Police . , 
f · t · ' . ' accompamed by 

o no . Mr. Wakefield, Assistant Comm· .. 
. iss1oner started t 

once for the scene of disturbance with as lm·"'e a fore f 
1
. ' ' a 

. o e o po tee as c Id 1 collected. Some twenty foot P olice where started off· nl · ou 1e 
. . ' 1n .c. •has, whil t .l'ft mounted police accoropamccl the European· Officers O . s 11 ccu 

. w 1noo to tl 
sancl tl1e Ekhas bad to be abandoned a few miles out of F 10 depth of 
men proceeded on foot. erozepore, and the 

0 

The party arrived at Mookrrtsur ( 34 miles from Fe 
. rozepore ) t 

on the 1st March. The ·acting Tehseeldar, Alum Sh a 2 -A. l f, 
a, met them t l 

and told the officers that the Kookahs were assembled at Teh . . ierc, 
taJ wa.lla, au<} 

t hey refused to surrender. Alum Sha had only a few p I' tb;:it 
. . o icemen -w.itl . • 

and had not deemed it prudent to attempt coermon. l 1101, 

M essrs. W akefield and Smitb then pushed on witt.. "-b 
. . . u~o~~~ 

the footmen followmg as closely as possible. ~hey were joined by Police, 

S. er and his brother, wb.o had heard of theu approach d Sodi 11 ... 
mo , an ca~e · 4v.tan 

their assist:mce. to offer . 

6. On nearing T clu:a:iwa11a (about Z5 m!les ilistant frolll. ~ 
to it was ilecmed advisable to keep tt fookut 

Arrangements ma.do ~e hoj· SUr) 
restoro order. background, and entleavour to m~ ,. loe ir. 

"· f l ·11 · 0st th 41 the 
I t he instrumentauty o t1e v1 agers. The feelincr of th e 'oll>. 

throng l . "' e e 1ro11cl6 • 
t loyal and they assemblea with g reat good.iwill. Otl!J.th. ls 

was mos ' • .Y'l\POQpl 
At 2 p, M. the party approached. Tebrajwalla. l e 7 

· Shah and eight policemen, a11d Al .llsPcetor 
Attempt to_negociu.to. tcudent of Settlements, werew h 1too\n l\.oottib l 

IOt'UlQ "' IS . 
. The Inspector bad made an ·attempt thro "'1altiu llP<!till.-

the v illage. · ~h h ~ 0 
11. , 1e.ldiu,.,. Kookah of moderate views, to ind -lf.lulJ lltside 

P hoolaywa a,, a o l d b llee Ook t-i· 

. but Mullook Sing clccbred be ia eun entir11 the !\. >atl)g of 
surrender, S. of 'l'chrajwit . . 1\lullo L ly Sllh od~tlu . 

h :ty by :Mustan mg 011: ~· 1·0rsod s ·t 0 
aut on lll~, ·h"- <lfJ. ·in \.:. 
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K ontub Shal · t · . . . 
, ' 1 nn m cr v1cw with 1\lfnstan Sing, wlic: demanded the 

Or S horse as "lll/Z • " d 'd' . . n 
. . ' aJ ana, an r1 1cu led h.m for Lclie\'iocr the Erwli"h 

tss1st him . M -t s· fi . " "' -
• U::i au mg urthcr aclnscd him to desert his .,fall ing 

m cn t. :ind t h ro\v · I · I t · I I · · . 1U 11s o wrt 1 t 1c n smg Kookah cause. Alli Moolla.'s 
t o bnno- abou t od · I · 1 I · . J d d · · o 'e1 1.H :>ccn s1mp y rewa r< c with showers of bl'lck>", 
0.k•.1hs pi·csentccl turbans to the lu~berdqrs qf Tclm1jwalla, and requested 

1 .1° 111 t he m ovement. 

Such was t he s ta te of aff:tirs on the arrival of Messrs. Smith nnd 

Wnhficld. Mr. Wakefield despatched Alum Sha 

and Mun Sing to the Kooknhs to demand their 
:e sent to Kookuhs 
!lilt Commissioner, 
surrerulor. 

unconditional surrender, and at the same time i11foqn 

hat two European officers had arri,red with a force. The dcput:ition 

:1 in about Jrn lf a n hour brin<rincr with thcn1 Must:in Siucr and 
~ O • O 

1is chief followers: shortly afterwards the rest of the K oolmhs appeared 

T excited state. At first ~hey refused to recognize any au thority but 

l\fus brn Sing. 1\fustan Sing's assunmce appears to have left l1im 

mfwnted wit h the Eul'Opeans and the assembled villagers. n WllS a 

' !mt few minutes to disarm t he Kookahs, who s ul.imittcd to be bound 

r, and thus forty-fQm· of t hem were taken in custody to the police 

:>f Mulou t, in the Sirsa district. 

It is noteworthy t hat. goor in largo quantities had been dis~ributed 
by the K ookahs ,· t hat se\·cral brouaht thefr f.'lmilie;: • 

cmentR prcdously -
;ho Kookr~hs. wit h them; and that a. large num ber of gold and 

1rnamcn ts hnd berm collected and placed ftt iUustan Sing h's disposa l. 

:ton Smith found ornam ents to the \'alue of some H.s. 5,000, and there 

uht he did not s ucceed in discovering t he total collections. 

O n t he 2nd of .March t he forty-four prisoners wer~ taken to M ookut-

su r. .Mr. Smith here learnt that .i\fostau Sing h 
Singh Jcnclor of 

acquired J1is influence over t he K ookahs by lrn ving 

cd th e famin e, wbich, l uckily for him, actually came to pass. 'l'he 

I I · J ti momuers of his scot seems to ha~'C tu rned Mnstan e s 10wn um 1y ie 

l <l I 1. ted with Ram Sino·h's inac:tion, lie appears to hav 
Jca ; anc, c 1sgus • o • 

oot this disturban ce, as the m eans to accomplish, what he evident ly 
. f K t- 1 · m the restoration of t he Khalsa rn Jd the object o oo .a 11s , 

. l ·se·1ec1 iVIulook Sincrh, and employed a woman o ; aun 1e supet u o .. . z· . 1 s by 1)rctcndi1w that the spmt 
1Iullou t, to out.'lm c iscip c 0 
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r,. ~ • 1 a coropelled 
~our, Ram Smgh'9 murde0ea daughter, had. entered mto ler an 

o t :Mustnn 
1er ~ proclaim. Mustan Singh as the lead.er of the Kookah sec · t 
,. h h · · 11 d d and thn nng appears to . ave gwcn out that Ram Smgh was actua y ca , ' 

te had succeeded him. 
0 . J{ ~ 

11. The forty-four prisoners were placed on their trial before M.r. no. ' 
l wns 

Trial of the prisonora for the Deputy Commissioner of Ferozepoor, w 10 

iotings. instructed by Lieutenant Colonel Cracroft, the Colll· 
· . for 

mssioner of Labore, with the approval of Government, to try them 
. t1 d vere 10 ng. an not for attempting to wage war, and to award ouly a few se 
;entences. 0 

() 

The f ollowi.ng is tbe result :-

1. Anok Singh of Jbundwalla., Sirsa, 

2,, Anoop Si.ugh of Bholwa1\a Mul· ts 
' 'u m· 

3. Bahadur Singh of Terajwa\la Sirsa , 
4. Bela. Singh do., ' ' 

5. Beli Singh do., 

6 . Bboop Singh of Thote ~A'o ,_ t 
' ~·~ OKU sur 

t tri11l· 
Released wi th on · 

do. 

clo. 

do. 

lfl' 
( Struck the Deputy t. c~ 
\ spector either with n s ~ 110 

. .. ~ or an axe, sentenced to ~t to 
I of Rs. 10 or i.n clefou . o· 
\ tb~ce n1~nths' simple 11 

\.. pnsonment. 

... 7. Bhugwan Singh of Jhu.ndwal\a ~ 
8 B dh S. '- ' Swsa, . oo mg u do., 

n l tri11l· -1."e eased without 

do . ... 
do. 

9. Buchuttm Singh of K . t 
kutsm , oora1walla, "1100- Stl'Uck the D uty ro~ 

spector's h ep e!l11 
. "• Sent Orse with 3. sr '1tl' 

. pris~nced to 6 months l 
BuP"wan Singh of Sohao- ,... 

1 
nrncnt. 10. 

n . 
12. 
}3. 

14. 
} 5. 

0 b l U~OOKu.t 
Chunda Singh of Sota Mo k sur, ... 

. ' o utsur 
Dhyan Singh of Lubberwan . ' ... 

. a, S1rsa. 
D yal Singh of Sundcwallah, - ' ... 

Reera Singh of "PhoolwaUa ,... 
' '-'~Oo1t "• 

Hurnam Singh of Dohiwa\la., s; .... Utsur ... . 
.. .. a, ... 

lleleased without ti:i!l1' 

do. 

d(l. 
do. 
do . 
do. 



{ ·5 ) 

Hurnnm Singh of Oluk, Sirsa, 

Jameyut Sing h of Sundewalla, 

J ceta Sing h of Doewalla, 

J ye Singh of Sota, Mookutsur, 

J ymul Singh of Koonu!_l, do, 

Khan Singh of Jog n, Pnt ti11b, 

Khnz:rn Singh of Sota, Mookutsnr, 

i{urk Sing h do., 

Lall Sing h of Hoosunur,
0 

Mookutsur, 

Mah Sing h of J_,ubherwnlln., Sirsa, 

Mann Sino-h of Sota, Mookutsur, 
"' 

( Joincd.wit1i'Surm11kli Sing 

I 
m t.he assault. on Sobe S!rnh, 
constable. Broke his sword, 
and cut l1is cont with the 

.. . ~ blnde. Sentenced to one 

I year's r igorous imprison
ment nnrl a line of lis. 25, 
or three months' im1)rison

l mcnt in default. 

Relenscd without trial. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Mulook Singh of Bho1wa1111, do., f H eld to Jrnve been con- , 
cernccl, but not to have ta.ken 

·· · I an 11rtive part. Warned 
laud discharged. 

M Sl.nO'h of Chunnoo, Sirsa, unnn .,, 

S . h ofTernjwn1I11, Sirsa, 
:Mustnn !Dg 

-..T • S 'n O'll of K oorianwalla, >,arn1n 1 o 

un "' 

( Tl1rew an iron headed 
/ spear at the Deputy Inspec-
~ tor. Scnte11ced to one year's 

'· · I rigorous imprisonment, :rnd 
I fine of Rs. 25, or in default 
l three months' imprisonment. 

1 
Sentenced to 18 months' 

rigorous imprisonment and 
"· fine of Rs. 50, or six months' 

in default. 

Released without trial. 

do. N d Siiwh of Phoo1ewalln, 

thn SinO'h of Moh Vudr, Mook"lltsur, ..• Nu .. 0 
• 

do. 

S I 'b Sin"'h of Koora1wa1Ia, Mookutsur, ..• 
itll "' 

f3her Singh of Bholwalla do., 
Sobba Singh of Sota, do. , 
S obel Singh of Oluk, Sirsa, 

S oodh Singh of Jageralla, Puttiala, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

clo. 

do. 

' 

I 
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r This man m:s:inll c·cl. con-

s' I with rL • ... 1 stnblc Sobe w 1 I 
. I . 'I . I . Oil t IC Surmuld1 S111gh of Bholwalla, M ookut- J stick, stl'I \Ing nm . i1t 

sur, ... I head. F ined Rs. I ~'.·~ ,Jc 

l<lefoult three monLhs :>I 1 
imprisonment. 

39. Tara Singh of Fukursnr, i'1ookutsur, ... 

40. Umur Singh of Snndcwallnh, 
. 1 t tri;i l. R eleased wit 1011 

41. Umur Singh of Gooroosm, 
42. Uttur Singh of Doewalla, 

43. Wur Sing11 of Luhhunvalln., Sirsa, 

44. W uzeer Singh of Roopann., l'l'looku.tsnr, ..• 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

12.. Sodhi Man Sing was made an Honorary l\'Iagistrat.e in consillera tioJl 
of 1 · - · tl · . . "-:lrds Rewin ds to Sodi Ma.n Sing 

11
s services on ns occasion, and pecuniary re · a.nu others. 

were distriliutcd to the villagers. 

13. Tlte foot police mo>oboi! G5 miles in thfrty hours, and the mo1'nte<l 
police rierforrn •cl t'- . with E xertion of tho Police. c 'ue same d1i::tnnce in 24. hon rs 

~ the utmost cheerfulness. Their services have not, I believe, been acknowledged. 

14. .The District Superintenllent of l·Iooi.hy b]0 

d \' . - arpoor reriorts a remarka D cclino of Kooka.hism in ec lne in the energy of the sect • jog' 
H oosbyo.rpoor. the one assio-ned in ll1 ' the cause be . 

. ., y report of 1 t t'11 rt J3oddaro states th:it no meetings l1ave been held b as Year. C:lp • I 
S. R . . Y the Soub l Jt:l ' 

£ ma
king converts. mce am S1no- has t"k to . a 1s, as us 

or 
0 

" en v 't• ts f t
he country the people have had an opportunit f is1_ ing diJFercnt par 

o . f h' Y o see1 . <f . to the destructwn o ts repute for sanetit ng and obsennfl :::i =~:oured that Ram Sing only ""•pod tbe fat. :; u·lndccd it;, cun·ent11 
d d by her husband for adultery), by flio-l t is tlat1ghte . ( h "1:-iS mur ere . . . i:; \ , thus l w o 

Soubahs assert 1on.s of his invulncrablt Provin,,. tl Jitf 
of the ' '- t 1 1 y. hi <:> 1e absur d ed. the tenets of t.ue sec . any ll" k have 
aban on ~Oo a~ • 

It is a new feature that in the Pruit Year 

15. app,.,e<) ""<1ofen<1a... . 1'ookah, h 
te of Kooko.hs a.s ·- tn . !l\r tlf 

Charac r very heavy at l\.u\{1 . ertll\inal e freqµen 
crilll

0

• h {er, \\r]f h. ease i~ 
to Jn Fcrn"P''° ~ Kooka '"' "'"'~t'<l l<: ~ t\\, "{) ' ·. C,;me ' 

uarters. .1 s· rr ) of cattle theft, of ll\lltd ll\ritsu.1: heiid 
q ' . ( Sohm mo er h~ . cl 
anothe1 Po1SQn. ntJ 
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Cn Sirsa no fresh " 
con,·crts h:l\·e been m:icle; lm t; in .TullunclerJ not.-. 

. I , 
l
ftooknhism in wit istanding sercral rec:inf;:itions t l1c K oolrnl1s 11 11m-
undor, t\nd b ,, ) 

• Cr 137 mo1·c than iu 186 . The District Super-
lu tcndcnt f.hi11ks the Leuchiu O' is more cnlm ru1d 

cL will not out r R s· · .. ~ ' · o · . I VC am mg . Tl11s op1111011 JS sl1:ircd by Captam 
is.tn ct S11pcrin te11dent of Umritsur) wbo remarked that, when 

visited the Golden Temple during the Dcw:illec festiwil, he was 
.!rely as an ordin:.iry iudi vidua!J and no re,·ere11ce n-lrntcvc1: was 

The sect is stti<l to be dying outJ and the' nati\·es speak of it 
i "-cold. 

Lieutenant Colonel Perkins thinks that Ram Sing has suffered 

a) Lahore, and considernhly in prestige by his itinerations; but pro
bably the present famine prices render it impossible 

l man to remain at home and feed his numerous visitors. The 

uperintendcnts of Lahore.> and Sealkote, through whose districts Ram 

:lk·d, s tate t hat he made very few converts. 

Itam Sing passed through the Goordaspoo1· district with some one 
lmndred and fiftv followers : he is said to have made 

1g's progress J 

rdaspoor. 125 converts. Boodh Sing of MannawallaJ Sealkotc ; 

of Sealkote; l\f ungle Sing, said to be related to the Raja of Pnttiala, 
Narien Sing (called Dewan), were his principal attendants. 

In N ovember r eports were received that the 1\Ialia.r11ja of C11sbmere 
was raising a Kookah regiment, and t hat each recrui t 

r egiment for received a certificate from Ram Sing before setting 

:ash mere. 
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