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REP 0 R '11 

BY THE 

I NS PECTOR GENERA.L OY POLICE, PUNJAB, 

ON THE 

CONDUCT OF THE KOOKA.H SECT 

DURING THE YEAR 18G9. 

S E L E C T E D P A P E R S. 

No. xxn. 

L AHORE: 

PUNJAD PRINTING COMPANY, 

1871. 



MEMORANDUM. 

The Inspector General publishes t.he enc1osca copy of a. letter to the 

Secretary to Government Punjab, reporting on the conduct of the Kookah 
sect during the year 1869, for the information of police officers. 

CENTRAL POLICE 0PFICE, } 

L ahore, Htli J amwry 1871. 



No. 7. 
( 201. ) 

To 

Sm, 

LIEUTENANT COL. G. HUTCHINSON, c. s. 1., 

h MjJector General of Police, Pmljab, 

T. H. THORNTON, ESQUIRE, n. c. L., 
Secrctal'!J to Government, P1t1ijab, 

Oivit Departm.ent. 

JJated Lalwre, 14th Jaimar!J 1871. 

I have the honor to report, for the information of Government, the 
POLICE. result of the police observation of the Kookah sect 

Report on the Kookah 
. :scctf<>r 1869. <luring the year 1869. 

2. The principal incident to be related is the so called riot in the 

Kookah riot in Forozo. Ferozepoor district. As it gives an insight into the 
poor dist rict. dangers of Kookahism, when the leader is an un-

scrupulous intriguing man, I give a somewhat full account of the occurrence, 
partly taken from the notes of the District Superintendent of Police, and 
partly from the judicial record of the trial. 

3. Towards the close of February 1869, reports reached Mr. Turton 
Smith that Kookahs where collecting near Roopana 

Origin of tho distu.rbanco. 
in the Ferozepoor district. It was stated that the 

lumberdar of that village had burnt some spinning w.heels, a charpoy, and a 

plough, part of a cart, &c., and having deserted his home, had proceeded with a 

body of Kookahs in the direction of Tehrajwalla, a village in the Sirsa district. 
The movements of this party where closely watched by Diwan Baksh, Deputy 
Inspector of Police, who anticipated disturbances in consequence of its 
attitude. 

4•. Some two days later a report was sent in by Deputy Inspector 

Attaok on tho Deputy Diwan Baksh that the Kookahs had set upon him for 
Inepeotor. observing their movements. It appears that his sword 

was damaged and taken from him, his horse was struck with a spear, one Beli 

Sing either struck Diwan Baksh ~th an axe or a stick, and Munna Sing 
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th1•ew a spear at hi m. A constable who accompaincd the Deputy I nspector 

was assaulted, his sword broken and taken from him, and his coat cut t lll'oug h 

by a blow from the blade. This attempt to deter t he Police from their duty 

was made near Kooraywalla. :piwan Baksh stated that the party of Kookabs 

used most s·editious la.nguage, and proclaimed the Khalsa reig n, setting all 

authority at defiance. 

5. In the absence 

Police proceed to se<mo 
of riot . 

of the Deputy Commi·ssioner, Mr. Turton Smith, 

Dist rict Superintendent of Police, accompained by 

Mr. W akefield, Assistant Commissioner, started at 

once for the scene of disturbance with as large a force of police as could be 
collected. Some twenty foot Police where started off in Ekhas, whilst fifteen 
mounted police accompaiuecl the European Officers. Owing to the <depth of 
sand the Ekhas had to. be abandoned a few miles out of Ferozepore_, and the 
men proceeded on foot. 

The party arrived at Mookutsur ( 34 miles from Ferozepore ) at 2 A. l\C. 

on the 1st M:u ch. The acting Tehsceldar, Alum Sha, met t hem there, 

and told the officers that the Kookahs were assembled at 'l'ehraj walla, and that 

they refused to surrender. Alum Sha had only a few policemen with him, 

and had not deemed it prudent to attempt coercion. 

Messrs. WakP.field and Smith then pushed on with the mounted police, . 
the footmen following as closely as possible. They were joined by Sodi Man1 

Sing and his brother, who bad heard of their tipproacb, and came t o ofter 
their assistance. 

B. On nearing Tehrajwalla (about 25 miles .distant from Mookutsur ) 
it was deemed advisable to ~eep the · police· in; tbe_ Arra.ngoments ma.do to 

restore ordor. background, and endeavour to arrest the. offe11ders: 

through the instrumentality of the villagers. The feeling of the co~ntry-peqpl~ 

\yas most loyal, and they assembled wi~h g reat good-will. 

7. At 2 P. M. the party approached Tehrajwalla. Inspector · K:ootub 
. . f?hab and eight policemen, and Alli Moola, St1perih­

Attompt to;ncgociato. 
tendent of Settlements, were found waibing outside 

the village. The Inspector bad made an attempt through J\l~!look Sing_ of 
:Phoolaywalla, a le.1ding Kookah of mod·erate views, to induce the Kookahs to 
&urrender, hut Mullook Sing declared he had been entirel~ superseded in his 

authorit.y hy Mustan Siug of 'l'ehrajwalla ; Mullook Sing, however, .pro, 
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cnred Kootub Shah ~'l.n interview with Mustan Sing, who tlcmanclcd the 

Inspector's horse as " 1mzara11a,'' and ridiculed him for )Jelieving the English 

could assist him : Mustau Sing further advised him to desert his falljng 

Government and throw iu his lot with the rising K ookah cause. Alli Moolla;s 

efforts to bring about order had been simply rewarded \vith showers of brick:'. 

'!'he Koolrnhs presented turbans to the lumberclars ofTchrajwalla, and requested 

them to join t he movement. 

8. Such was t he state of affairs on the anival of Messrs. Smith nnd 

W akefield. Mr. Wakefield despatched Alnm Sha 

and Mlln Sing to .the Kookahs to demand their 
l\fossn.go aont to Kooko.hs 

by Assist.-int Commissioner, 
n.ntl their surrender. 

uncomlitional surrender, and at the same time inform 

them that two European officers had arrived with a force. The deputation 

rctu rned° in about half an hour bring ing with them Mus tan Sing and 

two of his chief followers : shortly afterwards the rest of the Kookahs appeared 
in a very excited state. At first they refused to recognize any authority but 

that of :Mnstan Sing. Mustan Siug's assurance appears to have left him 

when confronted with the Europeans and_ the assembled villagers. It was a 

work of but few minutes to disarm the Kookahs, who submitted to be bound 

together, and thus forty-four of them were t aken in cnstody to the police 

station of Mulout, in t he Sirsa district. 

9. It is 11oteworthy that. goor in large quantities had been distributed 

Arrn.ngemonts previously by the K ookahs; that several brought their families 
m:ide by the Kooko.hs. with them ; aud that a large number of gold and 

silver ornaments hncl bcr.n collected and placed at Mustan Singh's disposal. 

M r. Turton Smith fonncl ornaments to t he value of some Rs. 5,000, and there 

is no doubt he <lid not succeed in discovering the total collections. 

10. On the 2nd of March the forty-four prisoners were t aken to Mookut-

Mustan Si11glt leo.der of 
the seat. 

prophesied the famine, 

sur. Mr. Smith here learnt that M:ustan Singh 

acquired h is influence ove1· t he K ookahs by having 

which, luckily for him, actually came to pass. The 

reverence shown him by the members of his sect seems to have turned Must:in 

Singh's bead; and, disgusted with R am Singh's inaction, he appears to have 

set on foot this disturbance, as the means to accomplish, what he evidently 

considerccl the object of Kookahism, t he restoration of the Khalsa rnle. To 

effect his aim he snper~edcd Mulook Singh, and employed a. woman of Jhund­

walla, Mullout, to obtain disciples hy pretending that the spirit of Daya 
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Kour, Ram Singh's murdered daughter, bad entered iuto her and compelled 
her to proclaim Mustan Singh as the leader of the Kookah . sect. Mustan 

Singh appears to have given out that Ram Singh was actually dead, and that 

he had succeeded him. 

11. The forty-four prisoners were placed on their trial before Mr. Knox, 

Trial of the prisoners for the Deputy Commissi:oner of Ferozepoor, who was 
riotings. instructed by Lieutenant Colonel Cracroft, the Com­

missioner of Labore, with the approval of Government, t o try them for 

rioting. and not for attempting to wage war, and to award ouly a few severe 
sentences. 

The following is the result:-

1. Anok Singh of Jhundwalla, Sirsa, 
2. Anoop Singh of Bholwalla, Mukntsur, 
3. Bahadur Singh of Terajwalla, Sirsa, 
4. Bela Singh do., 

Released without trial. 

do. 
do. 

do. 

5. Beli Singh do., 

( Struck the Deputy In-
1 spector either with a stick 
~ or an axe, sentenced to a fi ne 

'· · I of Rs. 10, or in defaul t to 
I three months' simple im­
l prisonment. 

6. Bhoop Singh of Thote, l\fookutsur, Released without trinl. 

do. · 7. Bhugwan Singh of Jhundwa.lla, Sirsa, 
8. Boodh Singh do., 

do. 

9. 

10. 
11. 

12. 
13. 
J4.. 

15. 

Buchuttur Singh of 
kutsur, Koo1 mwalla, Moo- specter's horse with a spc:u·, 

. . { Struck the Deputy In-

. · · sentenced to 6 months im­
prisonment. 

Bugwan Singh of Sohag, Mookutsur, 
Cbunda Singh of Sota, Mookutsur, 

Dhyan Singh of Lubberwalla,_ Sirsa, 
Dyal Singh of Sundcwallah 

' ... 
Heera Singh of Phoolwalla, Mookutsur 
Hurnam Singh of Dohiwalla s· " " , irsa, 

Released without tr ial. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

, 
~ 

"\-
\ 



( 5 ) 

JG . Hnrnam Singh of Olnk, Sirsa, 

17. J ameyut Singh of Snndewalla, 

I~. J eeta Sing h of Doewalla, 

J 9. J ye Singh of Sota, M ookutsm, 

20. J y mnl Sing h of K oonuu, do, 

2 I. K han Singh of .J ogn, Puttinla, 

22. 'K haz:m Sing h of Sota, l\fookntsur, 

2!:!. Knrk Sing h do., 

( . J oined with Smmnkl1 Sing 

I 

m the nssanlt on Sobe S hah, 
constable. Bwko his sword, 
:md cnt his coat wi th the 

... ~ blade. Sentenced to one 

I 
year's rigorous impriRon­
ment anrl a fine of l'ts. :l5, 
or three months' imprison­

L ment in defaul t . 

Released wit.hunt t rial. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
2~.. L nll Sing h of H oosunur, Mookntsnr, 

25. Mah S ingh of Lnhben valla, Sirsa, 

2G. - M ann Sing h of Sota., Mookntsur, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

27. l\'fulook Sing h of B holwalla, do., 

28. M unnn Sing h of Chunn oo, Sirsa, 

29. Must:m Singh of Ternjwnlla, Sirsa., 

30. Narain Singh of Koorianwalla, 

31. Nuntl Si1w h of Phoolewalla, 
0 

r H eld to have been con­
' cerncd, but not to have tal<en 

... <( an active part. Warned 
and discharged. 

r Threw an iron 11eaded 
spear at t he Deputy Inspec­

i tor. Sentenced to one year's 
" · I rigorous imprisonmen t, anrl 

l
flne of Rs. 25, er in default 
t hree months' imprisonment. 

{ 

Sentenced to 18 months' 
rigorous imprisonment and 

'" fi np of Rs. 50, or six months' 
in default. 

R eleased without trial. 

do. 

32. N ntha Singh of Mah Vudr, M ookutsur, ... do. 

33. Sahib Singh of Kooraiwalla, M ookutsur, ... clo. 

M . Sher S ing h of Bholwalla do., do. 

3:), Sobha S ing h of Sota, do., ... clo. 

36. Sobel Singh of Oluk, S irsa, ... do. 

3 7. S oodh Sing h of J ageralla, Puttiala, ... do. 



38. 

39. 

40. 

4.]. 

Snrmukh 
sur, 

( 6 ) 

( This mnn nssnn1tc<1. con-
t stable Sobe Shah W\th n. 
I · \ t · \ · \ · m on the Si1wh of Bhol walb, 1\1.ookut- J st1c -., s .n .ung n1' \ 0 . in 

o ' hen<.\. V\ncu .L\.S . ' • o1 
.. . \ de.fault three months' s,mple 

\..imprisonment. 

Tara Singl1 of Fulrnrsnr. 1'Iookutsur, 

Umur Singh of Sundcwa\hh, 

R eleased without trial. 

uo. 
\lo. 

Umur Singh of Goornosnr , ... 

UUnr 8i11g·l1 of n ocwnl\a, . . .. 

t 11 . lh S1r~:i., ... 
W11r SilJ'"h 0 Lu J 1111'\V.l ' ' 

do. 
do. 

~\) . 

n "'I ~ v..no1vm:~, ).\ oo\.n\...<;O~ ' . . . 'dern tinO 
"'"~ - ~..._. ""''·""""':"- ~'~';!. ~ o • . co11s1 

. 1 11 1\'bo·ist rnte m rds 
~~. '°;5b<\°b..\. ':.\~n S i n % w M> mauc an · onorary · "' . .). rcW!I 

. . d pccnr11n1 
~-~b~;s~ %<><1.i. "Mn.n Sing of his services on th is oc<'ns1on, nn 

were distriLutcd to t he villngcrs. 

1 4 Th w ci. • n ·kable ·· g ,VJ!Jd'Jet oup~rintendent of H oosh y:.i.rpoor reports a rem:u '. 
J)()(]{~ of :Kooko.hiinn tn ilcc\i u c 1n the energy of the sect , the cn'use bc i i ~g 

H 00«hY•Tl1'""'· the one assigned in my report of last year. Capt:nn 
J3odd.am s~tes that no meetings have been held by the Soubahs, as usual, 

for making converts. Since Ram Sing has taken to visit ing different parts 

of the country the people have bad an opportunity of seeing and observing 
him to the destruction of his repute for sanctity. Indeed it is currently 
rumoured that Ram Sing only escaped the 'fate of h1s daughter ( who was 
murdered by her husband for adultery), by flight, thus proving the absunllty 
of the Soubahs assertions of his invulnerability. M~ny K ookahs have 
abandoned the tenets of the sect. 

15. It is a new feature that iu the past year Kookabs have frequently 

~meter or K ooka.hs a.s appeared as defendants in criminal cases. Crime is 
to oruno. 

very hc:wy at K ukker, which is the U mritsur heacl-
quarterf,,i . In Ferozepore a Kookah was convicted f d b . d . o mur er y poison, an 
another. ~ Soha1l Sing ) 9r cattle theft. 

\ 
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16. In Sil'sa no fresh converts have been made ; but in J 11Jlunder, llOt­

withstanding several recantations, the Koolrnbs num­

ber 137 more than iu 1868. The District Super­
intendent t.hinks the teaching is more calm, and 

Stn.to of Kookn.hisn1 in 
Sirs1!'> Julhmdor, nud 
lJmntsar. 

that the sect will not outlive Ram Sing. This opinion is shared by Captain 

M enzies, District Superintendent of U mritsur, who remarked that, when 
Ram Sing v-isited the Golden T emple during the D ewallee festival , he was 

'receised. merely as an ordinary individual, and no reverence what~ver was 
shown him. The sect is said to be dying out, and the natives speak of it 
as "t<utrlha " - cold. 

17. Lieutennnt Colonel Perl..-ins thinks that Ram Sing has suffered 

I n Looclia, a, Lo.bore, and considerably in prestige by his itinerations ; but pro­
Scalkoto. bably the present famine prices render it impo~sible 
for t he old man to remain at home and feed his numerous visitors. The 

District Superintendents of Lahore and Sealkote, thrnugh whose districts Ram 

Sing travell<.'d, state that he made very few converts. 

18. ltam Sing passed through the Goorduspoor district with some one 

hundred and fifty followers : he is said to have made Ram Sing's progress 
through Goordaspoor. 125 conver ts. Boodh Sing of Mannawalla, Sealkote ; 

Jot.'!. Sing of SeaJkote; Mungle Sing, said to be related to t he Raja ofPuttiala, 

and Baba Narien Sing ( called Dewan), were his principal attendants. 

I 9. In November reports were received that the Maharnja of Cashmere 

was raisin!!' a K ookah regiment, and that each recruit Jfook11J1 regiment for ~ 

Cashmore. received a certificate from Ram Sing before setting 

out for Cashmere. 
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