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J 1, 

No. XXXIX.-REPOR11' ON CA.'rTLE FAIR, SIRSA DISTRICT, 1871-72. - _:::;::::::::::; - ,.,,..,..--._... 
C oJly of a ku~· 1%. 161~ date<l 21st Novetnber 187£, ./ront JJfajo1· C. A . .ilfcMalwn, 

0.0iciatin.q Gom.11tissfoner aiu:l Superintendent, Uissar· lJirJision, tQ J .• 4.. E. 
J1'liller, E squire, 8-<:cretm·g to Financial Co11wiissio11er, Pa11/ab. 
In reply to your No. 6907, dat.ed 3rd ultimo, I have the honor to for­

" No. 25;:>, cbood 18th ward a Report* on the Sirsa Cattle Fair by the Deputy 
November 1872. Commissioner. 

-
2. The rate charged is half au auna in the rupee ; but with reference to Mr. 

ifelvill's para .. 3, I do not recommeud any present reduction iu the rnte. 

3. Rewards i;hould be given iu fu ture. This will be arranged in communica­
tion witli. the Deputy Commissioner previous to the ue:i.:t Fair. 

Cop!J of -a lelle1· }to. !255, dalecl 18th Noi;w1.l1'!1· 1872, f1·orn R. G. Melvill, E sq1iire, 
r '~·ia.ting Depnty Comm.i.ssioner, Sirsa, to Jl£ijor C . .d. Jldla/wn, OjficW.ting 
t ,11t1&io1l!(r <r.1ul Sttpe-rinten<lent, Hissar Diflisio11, · 

I h rwc the honor t o submit a report on the Sirsa Ca.ttle Fair for 1872, called 
tor in yom Nu. 197 dated 8th ultimG. 

2. From the acc"mpanying statement it will be seen tl11\t the m11nber of 
'Cattle brought to the fair this year was 6,936, and the number sold 5,252. 'fhe 
anunbers fell off greatly in 1869, recQvered in 18i0, * and have decreased still 
fortber i11 1871 aud 1872. This is owing almost entirely to the Guga Fair t iu 
)3ikmiir 'Coming off at the same time. This necessarily draws away a large 
lrnmber of cattle which wotilld otherwise have come to the Sirsa Fair; n,ud moreover, 
:nbnnclm1ee of wood and grass is obtainable there fi·ee of charge, aud a uniform 
<:hnrge of 6 iinuas per head is levied on all sales . .. These attractions are only par­
:t.in.lly baln.nced by the greater sectu·ity afforded hy tho Police arrangements in 
~kitish l.onitory. Influence is also ~xertcd, certainly indirectly, if not directly, 
'to prevent the Bik:1U[r people from bringing their cn.ttle to the Sirsa Fair. 'l'he 
<cxcr~ise of such lnfi{tence 'Ought to be put a stop b:l ; and hi\viug the Fair 15 days 
'<'arlier may have some good effect. Grass autl wood are generally so scarce that it 
1s n.lmost impossible to afford the same advantages in respee~ to them as at tho 
Qiiga fair. Son~e arrangements, bowevcr, may be ma.de to s upply fodder at a 
oehenp rate. 

"' Owing n.ppn.rently to the.re ha.vJng been .au uuusua.l dema.ml for plough bullocks tlaa.t year. 
·.~ Re-established iu 1869. -

r 
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348 llEPOilT ON CAT'l'LE FAIR SIBSA DlSTnICT 1871-72. 
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3. A.s regards the reduction of fees, t he "1Iunicipal income dcpenrls chiefly on 
t he receipts of the Fair, aud cannot bear ally rccln ction ; t.hc question is thcreli1ro 
whether lo\\er rates would uecessarily r cducG the incorue. I think they would ; 
because I am of opill iou that the present rates arc sufl:icicntly low, not in t hcmseh ·c:; 
to deter cattle dealers from attending the fair, and that therefore reduciug t he fees. 
·would n?t attract larger numbers. The projected bridge across the (;: h;'1ggru· will 
do away wit~ one of the difliculties the dealers have to meet in bringing Lhe:ir 
cattle in. 

4. About one-fourth of the cattle belong to t ho Sirsa district, and auo11t 
one-fourth to ueighbouriug districts. Bhawalpur and the R rtjputana States supply 
the other half. 

5. The buyers principally come from Firozpur, Ludiiinab, "i\f lrat, AHgarh, 1·\ 

Farrakab{ld, Bij11aur, and other places in t.he Nor th vVestern P roviuce:s. 

6. Rewards are dcsirnhk, in p1·opor tion t o the number and qnnlit.y of t he 
cnttle brought, for plough and draught bullocks, and for sheep, to cncom agc thC' -{ 
improving of the breed, and briuging good auimuls for :;ale. ,. 
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Statement shuwi11g-nwnber (Jj C((tae brought and soltl al the Cattle Pair at Si.rsa, diiring the years 1866 lo 1879. 

BULLOCKS. BUFJ?.\l.OES. 

Yca1·s. 

Brought. I ~old. lJ>"Ought. I Sold 

- -

1866, 24,!.l53 21,9fi::l 1,635 1,3:35 

] 867, 13,000 10, 76!.l 1,500 1,026 

1i;G8, lfi ,275 11, 715 339 22!) 

186!.l, 7,600 5,576 G3 43 

1870, 17,000 l 13,851 11 0 88 

18 71, 7,-130 5,426 50 3+ 

1872, 6,400 4:,88:1 350 250 

' . 

Stns.\ DE1'UTY Co)JM1ss10N.1m 's O FFICE, } 

1'/te 18fh Kvvem&cr 1819. 

P ON lES. C.urELll. 

Brought. I Sold. Brought. Sold. 

' 
I 

40 32 8 6 

41 30 3 1 

30 22 12 8 

30 22 10 5 

45 33 24 16 

50 33 15 10 

70 4!.l 6 4. 

I D ONKF.YS. I GOATS. 
'l1

0TAJ, 

Nol1111m. 

Brought. Sold. Brought. I Sold. Brought. I Sold. 

-
' 

10 ... 28 . .. 26,67-l 23,326 

... . .. . .. . .. 14,544 l l,826 

3 1 3 2 15,662 12,037 

12 8 5 3 7,720 5,657 

3 2 8 8 l'i, l!lO 14,001 

fJ 3 8 5 7,558 5,511 

10 I 7 100 57 6, !.l3G 5,252 

I 
( Sd ). H. U. :Jv!ELVILL, 

OOiciating De1mty Commissioner. 
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850 '" I' 7" nEl'Ol\T ON CATTLE FAm StnSA DTS'.!'HlCT 18 1 - .... 

. ftsq1i irt, 
. Co11y of a letter No. 8856, dated 6th D Pcernbe:i· 187!2, /1-om J_ .A . E. J[tller, oJii· 

S ecreta1·y to Financial Cornrniasioner P anj6.b, to Jlo.for C . .A. .llI CJll ahon, 
ciating Comrnission~r and S v perintei:dent H ium· D ivil>ion. 

1
.., 

' D ~ J 
In reply to your No. 161, dated 21st ultimo, ful"l.lisbing n repor t by the _Cl ·ted 

Commissi~ner, ~irsa, on t~e _prel!cnt year's Cattle F ail' in that district , I nm ~irc:ble 
by the Fm:mcml Comm1ss1oner to obscryo that tbis r eport shows a consider 
diminution in. thu number of cattle brought to the fnit· iu 1872. 

2 I - d - bl cr0 riug · t is ei:nra e to encourage those who brina good animals by ou• 
_ o ' ottiC 

prizes as suggested by you, Local causes uo doubt influence the number of c d 
b rought to the F air; 11.nd as the Sil'S:l. district hn& duriug the last two ycnrs sufferc·t 
from drought, and the people are in n somewhat depressed condition, the prospec 
of 11. poor market has probably kept many dealers away from the Fo.ir tbia year. 

4. The mode in which duty is levied at the Fo.ir, ie by a per-centnge on th_e 
price of the animals sold. 'l'hie method no doubt ,brings in more income," but it 19 

doubtful if it promotes the pl'osperity of the Fair. _ 

5. As the J.i'.nir is !\ small one; and as both yourself and the Deputy Coron:iuk•S-
- . . d t tbl sioner do not recommend any change, the Financml CoromL'!ston01- oes no 

any alteration should be made o.t present in the mode of levying the fees. 
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No. XL.-SYSTEM OF C~LLECTION OF FEES AT CATTLE FAIRS. 

From Edward O'B1·ien E sq1tire, Oificiating S ecretary to Financial Oommis&ioMr, 
· P an(jah, to L. H. Grijfin, E squi?-e, Ojfu:iating & cretat·y to Government, Pan;'ah, 

No. 1009, dated 12th .December 1871. 

I AY directed to submit, in original, for the information of His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor, the accompanying docket No. 164, dated 21st ultimo, from 
the Commissioner, Amritsar Division, furnishing a report from the Deputy Com­
missioner, Sialkot, on the Gulu Shah Cattle Fair held in that district on the 15th 
September last. • 

2. This Fair appears to be increasing in importance, and the arrangements 
made for it this year by the Deputy Commissioner seem to have been quite satis­
factory · but the Financial Commissioner thinks the fees should be levied per head 
of aniro'als bro~ght to the Fair, and not on the price of ani~ala sold. 

From L. H. Griffin, .E squire, .O"fl!-ciating Secretary to Government, Panj<!b, to E dward 
O'Brien, Esquire, Otficiatin,q Secretary to F inancial Commissioner, P anJab, 
No. 1303£, dated 18th D ecember 1871. 

IN reply to your letter No., 1~09, dated 12th December, forwarding in original, 
correspo~dence f!·o~ the Comm1ss1oner, Amritsar Division, regarding a Catt le Fair 
in the S1Mkot Distnct, I am to remark that the Lieutenant Governor would wish. 
the opinion of the local officers taken on the question of the levy of fees. 

2. There is a great deal t o be said in favor of a chnn"'e and fees being levied 
upon animals b.rough.t to the Fair, and not upon sn.les ; ade. It mn.y, also, be 
wor thy of cons1derntion whether .the fee~ themselves could not more appropriately 
be collected by a res~e.ctable native officml ; and credited to t he Government against 
the expeus?s of the I! air, tha'? ma.de over to a C~mtractor, who is more likely to abuse 
the authority entrusted to him, 

Frorn Lieutenant·~?l~nel 0 . H . H all, Offic iating Oommin ioner a1td Superi1~tendt'!'t, 
Amritsar Dimsion, to W. M . Young, Esquir~, Officiating Secretary to Fi1iaA+ctal 
Conimissioner, Panj6h, N o. 78- 532, dated 29th F ebruary 1872. 

I UAVE the honor to reply to the questions contnined in your letter No. 44, 
d t ed 2nd ult imo, regarding the levy of fees on animals brought to Fairs, &c., and 
t~ make the following remarks. 

2. As regards the levy of fees per head instead of ad valo1·ern on sales, the 
D puty Commissioners of Sialkot and Gurdaspur are of opinion t hnt such a measure 

e ld diminish the number of Cattle brought t o Fairs, for, as the Deputy Co.m­
w?usioner Gurdaspur remarks, men do not object to pay a t ax on money made by 
m~sargain. The Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar is deciqedly in favor of th.a 
:ieasuro, as f?es levied in this way yield.a larger and more cer tain income. In tlus 
opinion I ent irely agree, aud for the re..'\Sons -stated, 

I 

\ 



352 SYE;TE:ll OF COLLECTION OF FEES AT CATTLE FAIRS. 

3. As regards tho second question viz. h 
appropriately collected by direct arrency' rn.th. :Vuether tbe fees could not be more 
the Deputy Commissioners of Si {LlJ~ot nnd G e.\a la~ through a contractor or lessee, 
not. The Deputy Commissioner of .A~ritsam~' sfur :ire of opinion that they could 
is in favor of direct mrina/,.ement and bis r .

1
s. 0 quite the opposite opinion Ife 

,. o , op1mou is based ti f: . ' · 
arrangements 1or direct management made b . on 10 act that tue 
ing the last Dewnli, produced a Jni·ger profit iJ1~~ l~v~en D~puty Commissioner dur­
tbe l'.Llntract for the levy of fees w~s leased t . a ever been made before, -w!Jcn 
~ • u 0 n. pr1vn.to . a· 'd l 

in point, a_nd from my own experience of how the 
8 

.' lil 1v1 . ua . 'With t his cnse 
ml\Cle to yield a ~argcr income, and is productive {i8tem .of direct agency can b o 
the owners of :m1mals, I cannot but agree w'th ·t~ es.s .tiouble aud annoyance to 

. 1 c opm1on of Captain Marshall. 
I would refer yon further to Mr. Halse 's . d · . 

tie Fair, No. 76-516, dated 28th Februa/ 1~72 m_v: r epor ts on the. Dew~h C::i.t-
subject is reported on in detail. "Y ' with euclosui·es, m wl11ch the 

From JV. Jf. Yoimg, Esqtti?-e, Ofliciating Secretw·y to 7i'o'na · z C · · p · ·L'I. t t/i Q.;J;~ ' ' Cf .I.' .. ncia ommusioner, anJCW1 
. 0 ie uwiatmg i.JCCretary to Government Pawiub Nio m7 I l t l T 7 t' 1 'tl. 

]If a
1
·ch J 879. ' "' ' · "' .1r, c et ec .uarwre, tie .11 1• 

I AM directed to submit, in original, a letter, No. 7G, dn.ted 28th ultimo, 
Repo1:t. on the . Dewali from the Cowmissioucr, Arru·itsar Division, with its en-

Catt le .!!air at Amntsar. closmes, furriishing a report on the Dewali Cattle Fair 
held at Amritsar in N ovcmber last. 

. Three impor tant changes 
m arrangements at fair 
noticed. 

3. The most important changes in the arrange­
ments at t he fair were-

1st. The whole of th e animals were registered. 

2nd. . A fee of one ana. per head of cattle, n.nd one rupee per camel was levied 
on each am mal brought to tlie fair. 

Srr.f. Animals were ·entered for competition for prizes by their owners; a foe 
was levied on each ariimal, and the prizes were awarded by marks, each anlmnl 
entered being examined in turn by the judges. 

4. The Committee of judO'es approve of the two first innovations, but think 
The t wo fi rst approved of the tJ1ird undesirable, though it gives satisfaction to the 

by C.:ommittee. exhibitors. 
6. The plan of levying a fee of small amounts for each auima~ brought to the 

L f 
_,

1 
I fa.it', instead of a per-centage on the prices r ealized by 

~y o a smcu ee on · d h ea..:h animal. sale, appears a g roat 1mprovement, an t e arrangements 
for carrying it out were judicious and successful. 

7. The plan of levying a fee on animals entered to compete for prizes is also 
. a good one. It keeps back wor thless auimnJs, and, as the 

F ee on ~a.ls to com· prizes are of considerable value it is reasonable to mak 
pete for pnzes. ,,' · I . . ' e the owners who compote, pay ior entcn ng t 10n· ammals. 

I ncrense on rnte of fee on 
ca tLle :m u decre::uie ou en· 
mcls. 

8. Tlie Committee recommend that the rate of fee 
bo incrensecl iu t he case of cattle, to two anas per head 
and reduced in the cnso of camels to eight anas. ' 

']'he Commissioner hns not stated his opinion on this point. 'l'he Financial 
Commissioner thinks t ho fees should remain unaltered for tho present. -



·SYSTEM OF COLLECTION OF FEES AT CATTLE FAIRS . 353 

.E.i;tract fro1n a letter from Lieutenant- Colonel C. JI. H all, Officiating Commi$sionl!1· 
c;;id. i:n~pe_rintendent, Amritsar .Di1•ision, to lite Oj/iciating Secretary to Financial 

0mmiGsioner, P a11j<i.b, No. 70-516, dated ..dmrit.sar, t/Lc 2 8tlt F ebruary 1872. 
;;. * * * * * ;;. 

4. Complnints were loud and ·1rnh·ersnl on the subject of extort ion and vio­
lence used by the contmctor nnd his men nt these cnttle fail'S, and disgmceful dis­
turbnuces were constantly occurring. I, as, Dist.riot Officer, thought it right to 
effect some improvement if possible. 

5. I first' mnde n careful cnlculation of probable nssets by direct entrance 
fees, based 011 the very smallest number of cattle assumed to nttcnd the fair, nt ' the 
rates alluded to by ~Ir. Halsey ; this I found would realize more than any contracts 
had, in previous yent·s, pnrticulurly if it be taken into consideration that the net 
income was sevorn.l times Jim.inishcd by contmotors nbscouding without pn.ying up. 

6. But a greater object thau n mere finnucinl resu~t wos to r emove the pres­
sw·c and oppression from tho people who attoudcd the fair. 

7. My proposnl
1
s, ~·h?n work,e

1
d ~ut, ~e~·e lnid before. n Committeo of Znildars 

presided over by the lahs1 J~r. Iheu: opmiou ,~·as a, l11g hly fnvornble one. The 
-proposed system w~s ac~ordmgl~ put mto practice: _The_ resn~t w~s a complete 
succuss, aud the mnm objects wet e fully attnmed, lll'mgmg m the11· tro.111 some minor 
advn.ntnges, showiug tbnt the system of n. levy of direct foes is fa r preferable to the 
coutract for fees on. so.Les : but the system. i;irnst be properly worked n.ud supervised. 
'l'be mocl,us operandt hc1·e wns as follows :-" 

8. Day nfto~· dn.y as numbers increased i~ was prnclrumed by bent of drum 
throughont the foll' tbnt fe:s ~11 snlcs were. abolished, but that instead, each owner 
would have to. pur~lrnso n. t icket at n _ccr tnm rn.tc wiU1ont whieh he would he un­

blc to pass lus nn1mals out of th~ fair, aud that these t ickets were procur:iblc 0 11 
: plication at tho Kntchcry teut Ill the centre of'the fair. 
p . . t l . I 9. '!'his proclamnt.io.1~~ pnn cc wit 1 the addition of prescribed rules nnd fees 
r competition and cx.h1b1tiou, aud other mntt~rs counected with the manngement 

fo 1• fair were cousp1cuously put up nll over 1t. 
of tuc ' ' 

l 0. N 0 one was bullied or interfered with. 

l l In the Katchery tent sat selected l\Ioharirs, men already in Government 
· aood 5,ihtrics, Darogn.hs, &c. supervised by ' l';ihsild:u·s aud N aib-TiLhsil-

eroPloy ~nby the District Officer, who passed hours cb.ily amongst the people n.t tho 
do.r3 , n.~ the workin"' of the system. Each clerk had n. register, a box for tickets, 
fair to sc~ c . money ~ith n slit in the licL d :.i. box !Ol 
no Tl e tickets were conuted out to each by the Tilhsildar nncl the en.sh. 

1 Z. . t i 
1 
bahuce of tickets ; aud a comparison with the ragistcrs, were the 

l'eceipts. wi ~ d ' 'l' he applicants for tickets were at times very numerous, but not 
checks ~mpdosc Y. annoyance, and not q single complaint was mttde. 
one suflcrc nn . 

M bcrs did not take tickets at first, but wheu they had sold cnttle, left 
1 3 1\ nm I · · t t' 1- t • • 1 ser to procure 11s ex1 !Cli.C • 

't to the pmc ia 
1 , 11 was it )mown throughout the fair thnt t ickets were ouly procur-

~ 4. .80Dl~~uer at the tent itself, thn.t nu impudent 'l'<th:;il chuprnsi who had 
able iu ~hlist · (\ tried to sell them for llis owu benefit was at once brought up for 
stolen tic '° s nn 
. tice by some ~falwn. J:tts. 
J US l l . t ' 

15. In former years, nnd~r the contmct system the r:uml~er :me c cscn~ ~on. 
tl I · h a ttended the fall' was uot known. An approx11nat1on was mndc " Inch 

of cnt eo~~ 1
1;yc fi~r abOvc t he mark. One consequent ath ·autngc of the direct fee system 

wn.s gen i.. ' ' . . . l ' " . d. tl f .. nrc the r egister s, which now furnish accurate stat1st1ca lllLOl'IDil. l1011 rcgt\r mg \C ti.u. 

) 
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cd isl !u ·r need say no more to show thnt the direct fees st . 
' ch preferable to the contract for foes ou sales Y em, if properly work-

17. The entr fi fi h.b. . . l . way of do· b . ance ee or ex i 1t1on 1s so pa pable an . impro t h Id 
18 

mg usiness that it is useless taking up your time in d. veme_n °.n t e o 
. By Iev · h 1scussmg 1t. 

pends upon the J:mg an entrance fee t e competition becomes a real one. It de-
animaL~ . d will and pleasure of the owner,. as well as on his . . f h. 
a good c'haan many willingly pay one rupee to win Rs. 100 if they th~pk1rutohn oh IB 

nee No o . 11 d t -1..·b·t ' m ey ave do so and th . ne is compe e o e.l..1.11 J nor compote who does t . h to 
' ese fees, which are entirely voluntary, swell the income. no wis 

Eztract from R . . 
a ~ort of tlie Committee on tlie Am1·itsar ... fotumn Cattle ancl Camel 

T . Fair of 1871, beari.ng on tlie system of collect·ion of fees. 
several~ Amri~sar .Autumn Cat t le and Camel Fair of 1871 was remarkable for 

Ex·mnovahoqs. The chief of which were the following:-

in lieu ~} ~~~f one ai;ia per head of 9attle, and one rupee per camel, were cbarged 
camels. g one pie per rupee on sales of cattle and per cent. on sales of 

~ fees were collected by Government direct and not farmed out as heretofore. 
compet" tra~c~ fe~s of eight anas per head on cattle and one rupee on camels 

mg 101 prizes were taken. 

h'J. The change in the system of fees has been a financial success, and was 
muc approved by dealers attending the fair :-

24, 333 head of cattle paid one nun each, 
l ,613 ~amels paid one rupee each, 
234 an_1mals for competition @ eight anas, 
Halwa1s and Bannias' stalls, 

Rs. 

" 
" 
" 

1,520 13 0 
1,613 0 0 

117 0 0 
158 8 0 

TOTAL, " 3,409 5 0 

d 
The Committee believe that Rs. 2,400 was tho largest amount ever collected 

un er the old system. 
6. At former fairs it has been the custom to farm out the right of collecting 

the fees ?n ~les; very great compfaiuts were made thnt. the contractors ~oo~ mo~e 
tha~ their right from ignorant villngers ; and the Committee have no hesitation in 
saymg that the great approval of the uew system shewn by the dealers attending 
the last fair arose from the fact that they knew the fees wore being collected fai rly 
and honestly. · 

This was the first occasion when an entrance fee has been taken for animals 
exhibiting for prizes. 

8. The Committee will now make its remarks and suggestions on these inno. 
vatio~s, It is of opinion that a fee of two anas per head, may be taken on all cattle, 
and eight anaa on all camels, coming to the fair for_ t~e future. A fee of two nnas 
per head would, under the old system of taking a pie 1n the rupee on sales, represent 
an average value of Rs. 24 per head, which is greatly under the real value of 
~he cattle coming to the fair; but, es the Contractor nearly always took a pica 
mst~ad of a pie in the rupee, the increase of the fee to two anns a head cannot be 
considered excessive. · 

. The fee of eight anas a heacl on camels might be a tentativ~ one; the Com­
mittee are not aui·e that the red uction is necessary; at the last fair the demand for 
camels was small, but had they been all sold, as they often are, n fee of one rupee 
per head would not have been felt. 
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From O. M. Jl.ivaz, Esq1~ire, Offici,ating Under-Seeretary to Government, Panfab, to tke 
Officia.ting Secretary to Financial Commissioner, Panfab, No. 587, dated Lahore, 
tk 26tli April 187£. 

I AM directed to ncknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 274, dnted the 14th 
ultimo, and its enclosures, giving an nccount of the Diwali Cattle Fair held at 
.Amritsar in November last. 

3. The system introduced on this occnsion for the first time, of levying a. 
small fee on nnimals brought to the fair, in place of taking fees on sales, is reported 
to ·have worked well. His Honor considers the new system the more suitable of the 
two for large fairs, and sanction hns been conveyed in n. separate letter to your 
address to its being continued at the Amritsar and introduced at- the Rohtnk fairs. 
. The fees levied were one nn11i per bend of cattle, and one rupee on ench cn.mel. 

The Committee suggest that, in future fairs, the rates might be altered to two anns 
per head of cattle, and eight nuns on en.ch camel ; but the Lieutenant-Governor 
agrees with the Financial Commissioner in considering that the present rates shouid 
be maintained. 

From Major O . .A. McMahon, O.fficia.ting Oontmissioner ancl Superintendent, Hissur 
J)ivisioii, to W. M. Young, Esquire, Offeciating Secretary to Financial Commu­
sio11er, Pan:jab, No. 17, dated 20th January 1872. 

I II.A.VE the honor to reply to your No. 45, dated 2nd January. 

2. With reference to the question whether the fees levied at Cattle Fairs 
should be collected by native officials, or whether the right to collect them should 
be sold to a Contractor, the District Officers of the Division have expressed conflict­
ing opinions; the ?eputy. Commissione~s _of Hi~sa~· nnd . Rohta~ a1·e in favor of 
collection by a nat~ve officrn.1, nnd my opm1on .comc1des ·with the1rs. The Deyuty 
commissioner of S1rsa, on. th~ o~her hand, considers thnt "us the amo~t that Wlll be 
,, r:ealized is very uncertam, it is better to let a contractor rim the nsk, ns he bn.s 
,, not much opportunity of abusing his authority." In other words, Government is 
dvised to put up to public auction that which in its pecnninry result t o the auc­

:-on purchaser depends very much ou chance. This year the Sirsa. Contractor lost 
~bont Rs. 6,600 on his venture. 

3. The Deputy Commissioner Hissar remarks :-

" For the lust two years the Hissar Cattle Fiiir has been under direct mn.nnge­
'' Jllent, the fees being collect~d under th~ supervision of the Tahsildar or Naib­
'' Tahsildar, assisted by a smtable establishment, n.nd l am satisfied from· pa.st 
,, experience, that this is a far per~erable annngement for many reasons to the con· 
,, tract system." 

4. The opinions of District Officers on the second question proposed, viz., 
)lather fees should be levied on salu or by n. charge per head ou animals brought 

~ r sale are also conflicting. The Deputy Commissiouor Rohtak would levy the 

fi
fo on ~nimals brought to sale, but remarks thn.t the " fee levied per hend must be 
00 mall n.s not to have the effect of deterring people from bringing their cattle." 

sob: Deputy Commissioner .sirsn. :wou!~ fix the fee ' 'so sma~l th~t owners of cattle 
'l' Id not take it· into cons1dern.t1ou ; but he would mamtn.m fee$ on aal'es at a 
'Vlodu ced rate as well. The opinion of the Deputy Commissioner Hissar is as 
i·e u 
fOlloWS :-

" 2nrlly, it iR presumed that the same fee wi.11 be levied. on cattle of different 

11 \'Dlue, in which case it would perhaps be cons1dorod unfair thl\t the owner of ~ 
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" bullock worth Rs. 15 or Rs. 20 should pay as ruuch as he h a.n irofl.l_ is worth 
" Rs. 100 or more." " ose 

" 8-rdly, it sometimes now hnppens t hat cnt tle brou...,h t c 1 .1 nn"'c I.iands 
" t th f: · t h · b . b o 1or sn e c 1. o a e airs wo or t ree t imes, ema ou,.,h t and sold b t i . ·t· wh o on " !. . h . o o . y o 101 par 1es, t 

eac t occaswn pay t e prescnhed fee. By t he proposed ntT:i.n,.,e t this cC1nltl no 
"be done, and ther e would con!lequently be a loss of r evenue. 0 meu ' . . 

" " F~ua.lly, ~ re~ards the _Cattle ~a.ir here, many cattle owners who r eside in 
the ne1ghbour111g v illages br111g their cattle every day to the F · . d take away 

" th~se unsold to the~r homes, t o be brough t back ng niu the next a1:~' ~~ long as t h e 
" Fair lasts. .A ccordmg to the new system this would bo impructic!tle as it would 
" be difficult to ident ify them, a.nd would lead to many abuses if permitted. 

" The system now in force has worked very well heretofore and the tax is very 
" fair in its incidence, only affect ing those who h n.ve bec11 fort~nate and successful 
" in disposing ~f their cattle. I therefore t hink unless some very strong i:caso.ns 
" can be m ged m favor of the proposed change, the practice which }ms hitherto 
" obtained should be permit ted to con tinue." 

From Philip H. Egerton, E squire, Oommissionei· and Siip~rintendent, Ruiuulviii~~ 
.Division, to W. JlI. Y oung, Esq1tire, O/)iciating Secretary to Finaiiciat Co11imis­
sioner, P anj(tb, No. 43, dated Srd F ebntary 1872. 

b reply to your No. 43, dated 2nd ultimo, I have the honor to forward replies 
as noted i11 the mnrg in,* received from the Deputy <..:om-

• F rom Deputy Commis- missioner s of R{iwnlpind i and Shahpur, in which nlone 
trioner, Mwulpindi, No. t !iere ar e H orse and Catt le fairs. 
128, cbted 26th J anuar;; " . 
1

5
7
2. . 2. I have not by me the sta t istics of last cat tl e 1:ur 

F rom Deputy Comm1s- .. o r efer to, bnt I am inclined to think tha t it is not ex:-
h · N 4- " b . sioucr, ShaJ pur, ~872 "• "!dicnt to iutrotl uce a tax u pon n1l animnls as a su st i-

dated 19M1 auuary · t u te for tax on sales. The tax per hcnd m ust be very 

1 
w or it will d eter people from bl"ing ing their animals. I would not put it a t more 

t~au 4 anas per head on horses nnd less on other cnttle. 

3 
But if kept at this low rate it might supplement the tnx on sa.les, and. 

l d. allow of that tax being r educed. 
won ·1 

4 
·with r egard to collection, a fixed ra.te per hea~ might be most satisfacton Y 

· d b Government officials but the tax on sales is best collected by a Con-
collecte Y ' 
tractor, for t wo reasons :-

I st Because he has means of asoertaining the r eal pri~c paid, which a Govern-
t offlcinl would not b:we, and the lat ter would be ~ak~n m . . . . 

m en 9. d Because the Contractor, having no authority, _cannot do ~nythmg at b1-
. ..,n · H depends on bis correct information of sale prices, and 1f he a ttempts 

tra~~ft~ct 0~ more than ha.s been paid he is r esist ed. . 
to . I d . ~ ·mo.tion would be likely to asw me 

The T ahsildar not havmg sue l _goo L~b o1 the sellers mentioned prices which 
obable prices and t o collect accorJmgly, " cu · 

P~ . manifestly uuder t he mark . ffi . 1 " e1e T ' \ ·"ld· . ould be to.ken os an o cia 
5. Any mistake t.hw; ~n.de by the a 1s 1 tn {' l d bdag unpopularity on 

ld not be resisted with the same ease, anc wou 
net, cou ut official s. 
Governtue 1 mny not be ch nnged 

I ornmencl tha.t the system introduced ast year d b ~l · !.'" 
'! :~llJ.' a.~e~he J{{LWltlpindi F u.ir, but the result be a\rnitccl as suggcste Y i. aJO 



r 

, 

SYS'l'Eb{ OF COLLECTION OF FEES AT CATTLE FAlRS. 357 

Urmston: a~d if.futtu·e. change seems desirnble that it be ordered soon after the Fair, 
so tbat mthimFati.on of it may percolate through the people before bringing their 
horses to t e ' an· of 1873. · · 

From ~ 11Ji ~o:~n7, E sq1ti?·e, Officiating S ecretary to Financial Commissioner, Panjab, 
to d. 

1 
~ 1 

1 1/jin, E squire, Officiating Secretary to Government, Pa11}ab, .No. 275, 
date .11l1t lu.arclt 1872 . 

. I~ r~ply to you.r No. 2032, dated 18th December Inst, r elative t o the system 
wh~ch. it IS most des1ra~I~ to adopt for the levy of fees at Catt le Fairs, I am directed 
to mt1~::i.te that the opm1ons of the Local officers have been takcm, and with the 
exccpt.10~ of the Deputy Commissioners of Amritsar and Rohtnk, all are in favour of ' 
the ex1stmg system of levying fees on sa~es established under this office Book Circu­
lar VII of 1867 . 

. 2. '!he proposal in my let ter No. 1009, dated 12th December 1871, r elated to 
Cattle F airs Q.nd n~t to Horse Fairs. Rawulpindi being chiefly a ij:orse Fair may be 
exclnded from consideration. 

3. The Fn.irs at Roht:1,k n.nd Amritsar are very large and important ones. The 
system of priyment by head of cattle will be successful at a large fair, while at a 
small one m.ore ~oney will be taken by a per-centage on the price of the ·animals 
sold ; the Fmn.ncrn.l Commissioner would therefore allow the exis ting system to con­
tinue in Si[Llkot, Gurdasp(u·, Hiss{Lr and Sbahpur. 

4. Mr. E~erton thinks, however, that the system of fees per head is capable of 
being bet~er regul~ted than thn.t of per-centage ou price, aud for this rcnson it 
seems des1r'.1'ble to mtrnduce it, mol·e especially iu large fairs. Mr. Egerton there­
fore allows It to be coutinued at Amri tsar and introduced a t Rohtak as the Deputy 
Commissioner desires it. The Finnncial Commissioner would draw attention to the 
r eport submitted with this office No. 27'1 of this day's date on the method adopted 
for realizing fees at the Dewali F air A.mri tsai· in 1871, , ·mder the orders of the 
Deputy Commissioner, Colonel Hail,"• as an lnstance o«,' :lCcessful management of 
the fee syst em. 

From L epel Griffin, E sqitin, Officiat ing Secrd ary to Government, Panjab, to W. M. 
Y oung, Esquire, O.ffl.ciating Secretary to F inancial Commissioner, Pa11jab.-No. 
582, dated 2 6th .11.p rit 1872. 

· I AM directed to aclmowledge the receipt of your No. 275 of the 14th ultimo, 
reporting fur ther on the subject of t he levy of fees at cattle fairs. 

2. In reply I am to state that ns nil the local officers connected with tho 
Financial Commi!:lsioner, have, wit h t he excep t i011 of the Deputy Commissioners of 
Aml'i tsnr n.nd Rohtak, expressed themselves in favor of r etaining the present system 
of levying fees on sales, a11d us· the F innucial Commissioner r ecommends that this 
syste1il be cont inued at all the smaller fairs, and tha~ the system of !ey ing fees 

· upon n.nimals brought to the fair be only carried out at the large fairs of Amritsar 
and Rohtak, H is Honor the Lieutenant-Governor consents to the Financial Commis­
sioner's proposals. 

3. I am, however, t o request that the Financial Commissioner will be good 
enough to continue to g ive his at tention to this subject, and that he will propose a 
further extension of the lntter system, whenever he think::; it may wi th advantage 
be stibstituted for the system of fees ou sales. 

* See i)age 353, 




