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RECORDS OF THE GOVERNMENT ol

OF THE

PROVINCE OF OUDH.

CARRIAGE FOR TROOPS,

From the BEwxecutive Commissariat Officer Fyzabad, to the
Commissioner, Roy Bareilly Division, No, 42 dated 14th
Mareh 1863,

I have the honor to bring to your notice that on the 28th
ultimo, an application was made by Mr. Conductor Duncan,
in commissariat charge at Roy Bareilly, to the Deputy
Commissioner for 80 four-bullock carts, urgently required
for Government purposes. :

On the 5th ultimo, a reply was received stating that, * no
carts were available, all being taken up by the Executive
Engineer.” 1 therefore beg to solicit your aid in the
matter, and to point out that the Government interests will
suffer if the Deputy Commissioner refuses to give me his
asistance in procuring any carriage which the military
Luthorities may require.

o~
An early reply will oblige. 5
;
ive Commissariat Officer, Fyzabad, dated 18th March
»/ 186G3.
| T have just received your letter No. 42 of the 14th March,
ind hasten to reply.

Captain MacAndrey, Deputy Commissioner of Roy Ba-
eilly, will, 'T am sure, afford every assistance which he is
>gally empowered to do, but the assistance required in the
resent instance appears to be to seize carts, which he’
annot do without the orders of Government,

P’:}m the Commissioner Roy Bareilly Division, lo the Execu-

B
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Owing to Government servants having lately refrained from
seizing carts, the number has greatly increased, and if you
offer high rates of hire through the Deputy Commissioner of

toy Bareilly or Sultanpoor, they will probably be able to
supply you without pressing. Otherwise I would recommend
you borrowing carts from the Public Works Department.

-_—

From ihe Deputy Commissioner Roy Bareilly District, to the
Commissioner Roy Bareilly Division, No. 361 daled
25th March 1863.

With reference to a letter sent for my perusal from your
office to the address of the Sub-Assistant Commissary Gene-
ral Fyzabad, relative to the supplying of carts for the use of
the commissariat, I have the honor to observe that the exe-
cutive commissariat officer did not put the case fairly. Itried
to get carts for him and failed, the Executive Engiueer hav-
ing swept the country of them, and a single cart being now
a difficulty, let alone thirty. A

2. The fact is, the Executive Engincer gets carts readily
enough because he employs them on the spot; and, as the
men can leave when they want to use their bullocks for =
agricultural purposes and come back again, they rather
like getting into his books, for they can get work when they
want it at good rates, and leave it when they wish,
while they find the certificate of the Executive Engi-
neer a protection against seizure by anybody else. And,
even if the engineer should make them work for him whe
perhaps they would rather not, it is at their own doors =z
they do not mind it. el

3. But they have an intense dislike to be sent away, es
pecially for an indefinite period ; and I need not repeat here
the often told story of the wretched cartman, seized for the'
carriage of military baggage, taken half over India, seized i
district after district, (for any district officer will rather
scize strange carts than his own, or if he will not do it his
understrappers will) and finally running away, abandoning
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cart and cattle, rather than be condemned to what to him
appears a perpetaal exile,

4. Butit is high time that the responsibity of this state
of things should be fixed oun the proper shoulders, which
are those of the Government, and the Government alone.
For years back Government has been issuing orders on this
subject which most of its members, and all its Secretaries,
knew never could or would be carried out.

5. Even once, I think in either 1851 or 1852, when
Government did issue an order directing the relief of carriage
at certain places on the grand trunk road, it became futile,
as no means were taken to enforce it. I was then quarter
master of my regiment, and the magistrate of Benares, one
of the stations at which reliefs were ordered, sent only a few
carts, declaring that he had no more. 1 got the colonel to
represent the matter, but the magistrate’s simple assertion
that there were none was deemed sufficient, and the carts
then with the regiment were carried on to Berhampore. I
could not but think that if the will to carry out the Govern-
ment order had been there, the city of Benares could have
furnished the means.

- 6. This isolated and partial attempt at meeting the diffi-
culty has quite fallen into abeyance, and the Government
has contented itself with orders that carriage is not to be
seized, shutting its eyes to the patent fact that it is done
every day. I was twelve years serving with a regiment,
seven of which was as quartermaster, and during that
time I marched every year but three, the ground being
hete and there between Barrackpoor and Lahore, and
I affirm that carriage was never supplied otherwise than
by seizure, except at Seharunpoor by Mr. Cragie, c. s. the
then collector. On every other occasion that I have had to
do with it in the army the cartmen went unwillingly aud
would escape if they could. My civil experience has since
been much to the same effect.
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7. 1 do not believe that the requircments of the military
can be met without compulsory seizure of earriage for many
years to come, at any rate in the rural districts of India.
With good arrangements, cities like Allahabad, Benarcs,
Cawnpoor, and Lucknow, might supply what was required
through contractors or chaudris, but they are few and far
between ; and I am persnaded that if Government would be
pleased to allow it in a modified way, such as I shall proceed
to describe, the thing might be done with a minimum of
incouvenience to the people. Iam the rather indneed to
submit this proposal for two rcasons. The first of these is
that the extension of the railway along the great line of traffic
will ease military requirements where the requisitions are
likely to be beaviest, as baggage with a corps marching
might be reduced greatly, the bulk being sent more cheaply
and expeditiously by rail. The second is that Act VI of
1858, is a precedent for forced labour, due payment being
made.

8. I am aware that it may be said that the said Act was
only a temporary one, and that it has expired. But it
admitted the principle in case of necessity, and I claim no
more consideration for this, The evil is a erving one, and
if we can practically remedy it by a measure somewhat short
of a nugatory act of ideal perfection, it appears to me that
- we should do so. Other Acts of Government might be cited
as precedents for the principle sought to be established, as
Act 1 of 1838, and if we go to England we shall have
uo lack of precedents there. 1 believe the English law
admits of the seizure of carriage for military purposes,
and to horse fire engines, though of course circumstances
there are such as almost never to require its exercise. But
the billetting of soldiers is an assertion of the prineiple
of authoritative interference with private rights for the com-
mon good ; and, although the ballot for the militia is a mea-
sure very distasteful to the people and one to avoid which
they have made the great personal sacrifices involved in the
maintenance of the volunteer corps, yet no man thought of
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repealing the law, and thus weakening the hands of Govern-
ment if the remote contingencey of its necessary enforecement
should arrive. At home the practice is in advance of the law
which in such ecases is never put out to its full streteh. Here
the law is in advance of the condition of society, and people
are compelled to break it to get on at all.

9. The following rules appear to me to be something of
the kind necessary to attain the object ir. view :—

1sf.  Civil officers to register all the carriage in their dis-
tricts, and to be absolutely forbidden to seize any carriage
not in their registers, under any circumstances short of
war.

2nd. Indents for carriage for public purposes to be sub-
mitted in ample time beforeband, stating the day on which it
is required aud the route it is to follow, as is now done in
the case of supplies.

3rd. The district officer to be bound to supply the carriage
from the first halting place within his boundary to the first
halting place in the next district, and the officer applying for
the carriage to be bound to release the whole of it when he
arrives at the appointed place.

4th. The officer in charge of the party to be responsible
that all accounts are settled when the carriage is discharged,
aud the civil authorities to depute a responsible officer to
see that this is done.

Gth. A statement showing the amount of availzble earriage
in each district to be submitted annually to the local
Government, and a copy sent to the Quarter Master General
of the Army, to enable that officer to arrange the annual
reliefs so as not to press too heavily at one time on the
resources of any particular district.

6th. If the district officer really cannot furnish carriage to
. meet the requisition made upon him, he should report it at
once to the local Government, which, having the statement of
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the means of each district, can make such arrangements as
it deems necessary.

7th. Public officers in the district employing carriage
must give it up if required for troops or Government stores
marching through.

10. Of course, besides this, every effort might be made
to induce contractors to come forward and prevent Govern-
ment having recourse to even this modified coercion; but
I believe this or some similar set of rules would remedy the
real evil, which is not the compulsory nature of the work
the people are made to do, but the taking of them away
from their homes, a thing, not only very distasteful in it-
self, but rendered much worse by the indefinite prospect of
return. I believe that a measure like this, once thoroughly
explained, would not cause a murmur, and that a sense ot
security would be spread abroad which would give a great
impulse to the development of the carrying power of the
country.

11. In conclusion, I beg to observe that though this
has been called forth by the complaint made against me by
the executive commissariat officer of Fyzabad, it has been
the result of much anxious study of the subject, and is the
matured opinion of years of observation. I have enjoyed
peculiar advantages for seeing both sides of this question.
1 have held the appointments both of the officer whose
special duty it is to carry out the details attending the march
of a regiment, and of him whose duty it is to supply the
means ; and I venture to trust that if the opinions of dis-
trict officers and commanding officers are invited upon these
proposals, no practical difficulty in carrying them out will
be found, while they will be acknowledged to be an immense
boon to the people. It must be remembered, however, that
it is no use one district or one province commencing such a
system. To be succcessful it must be general, and have the
Government of India for its patron. I have only laid down
the general principles, and no doubt modifications would be
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found necessary, but I have tried to solve a really practically
troublesome question, and I solicit that this may be forwarded
with an expression of your own views for the consideration
of the Chief Commissioner.

From the Junior Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, to all
Commissioners, Nos. 932, 28-933, dated 27th April 1863.

With reference to letter No. 861, dated 25th ultimo,
from the Deputy Commissioner Roy Bareilly, forwarded
under your endorsement dated 28th March, the Chief Com-
missioner desires me ta observe that, under the existing law
Regulation XI of 1806, he does not think a commissariat
officer can claim the aid of the authorities to provide him
with carts, as he is not an officer commanding a detachment
of troops or a traveller. The Deputy Commissioner would,
in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, have done wrong had
he pressed carriage usually let on hire on the commissariat
officer’s application.

2, Indeed the Chief Commissioner is surprised at such
a demand being made by a department whose business it is
to go into the open market for all it requires, and whose
‘boast it is to be equal to any emergency and to any strain
on its resources.

8. With reference to Captain MacAndrew’s suggestions,
the Chief Commissioner would observe that he does not
think the present moment, when the East India Railway has
becn opened to Allygurh and branch Railways are in con-
templation in many parts of Oudh, while the numerical
strength of the army has been much decreased and the
movements of troops are consequently less frequent, is one
that demands immediate action on them.

4, The Chief Commissioner would also call his attention
to the bill introduced into the Council of the Lieutenant
Governor of Bengal, dated 27th May 1862, prohibiting im-
pressment of carriage unless double the ordinary rate of
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hire has been refused, and then only authorising it for troops
on the march. The Chief Commissioner sees no reason
why such a measure should not be introduced into Oudh.
The great hardship at present is that carts are taken great
distances from the districts in which they are entertained,
and the difficulty is to arrange for a change of carts in each
district without causing serious delay in the march of troops.

From the Oficiating Commissioner Lucknow Division, lo the
Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, No. 1120 daled
16th October 1863.

In reply to No. 932 dated the 27th April last, paragraph
4, I am of opinion that the draft bill referred to, is desirable,
but is only applicable where there is an open market.

2. In this provinee there is none. I do not know of any
man who keeps carriage on the chance of hire. The regular
demand of contractors, grain, and cotton merchants, for regu-
lar supplies of hired carriage, is met by Bramin and Koor-
mee agriculturists buying or building new carts when they
take the ‘dholaie™ or carriage contract ; at its expiration
they mnearly always sell the cart for what it will fetch and
again take their bullocks to the plough.

3. lHence to refer the military and others to an open
market is to refer them to what has no existence, and I am
confident that were the civil officers to be prohibited from
interfering for the first six months, no private individual
even would obtain a single cart for odd jobs. As it is now
every department does practically press, and this might be
prohibited, if thought necessary.

From the Commissioner, Seetapoor Division, to the Secre-
tary lo the Chief Commissioner, No. 206 dated 17th
July 1863.

In reply to your docket, No. 28 of the 27th April, I have
the honour of submitting the replies of the District Officers
and of offering the following remarks :—
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2. The evils alladed to in the draft of the Bill are not
cansed by deficient remuneration but by uncerfainly regard-
ing the period of impressment.

3. I have seldom heard any complaint of insufficient
remuneration. 'The rates of hire are ample, provided that
full pay be given on all halting days. This would add little
to the cost ofregiments on the march, but would principally
affect Government servants marching in the interior of their
districts. Cartmen have reason to gramble when they get
full hire for say 10 days in the month, and ouly half hire for
the remainder.

4. T believe that in most parts of India the rates of hire
given by merchants are lower than those given by Govern-
ment and its servants.

5. There is therefore no call for the provisions of Sec-
tion 4 of the Act. The effect of enforcing that section
would be that public servants would frequently have to pay
double the proper hire.

6. Now althongh Government can afford to pay double
for the carriage of its commissariat and ordnance stores,
the increased expense would be felt most seriously by
married officers, by married soldiers and by native troops.
The efficiency of an army depends greatly upon its being
moveable, but with double rates a long march would bring
ruin on those who are married. General discontent would
likewise prevail among the native troops.

7. It may be said that the owners of carts will not
demand double rates, but will be content with 20 or 25
per cent. above the usual rates.

8. I doubt this. Owners of carts would still fear that
their carts would not return for months, for years, perhaps
never. A cart breaks down; it is left by the side of the
road, and the bullocks are put into strange carts ; bullocks
die, and strange bullocks are put into the cart.

: C
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9. Double rates would make the regiments look upon
the cart-owners as extortioners and natural enemies: no
amount of superintendence would then prevent over-loading
and over-driving.

10. The real evil to be remedied is this, that carts are
impressed for indefinite periods and carried to indefinite

distances.

11. The East India Railway offers the best remedy for
this evil. Few cart-owners will object to convey military
stores to and from the neavest railway station at full rates
of hire i., e., at about five pence per ton per mile.

12. It would be advisable however to enact that when-
ever carts may be taken to a greater distance than 200 miles
from home, or be detained for more than one month con-
trary to the owners’ wish, they must be bought for their full
value. This plan was tried with success at Mirzapoor during
the mutiny. Cart owners from Jubbulpoor and Nagode had
no fancy for a campaign in Oudh,so one Government officer
and two respectable natives appraised the carts and cattle,
and the owners were promptly paid.

13. Cart owners prefer selling their property to sending
it out on unknown journeys, and officers and soldiers will
prefer buying to paying double rates.

14. With reference to furnishing supplies, liberal pay-
ment is all that is required. At many encamping grounds
there are permanent markets; but where there are none,
Government should preseribe the extra remuneration to be
given to bunyahs who may be taken against their will from
distant bazaars.

15. It isan invidious duty for the collector of a district
to require regiments or detachments to pay high for their

food.

16. The Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Seetapoor
observes that “ in his opinion the Bengal Aet would not be
“ yery suitable to Oudh, As soon as it was known that the
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“ Act was in force, no carts would be procurable for any
“ military purpose until double the usual rate had been offered
“ and this offer would of course be accepted in most cases.

“ When any march of troops took place, all the ecart
“ owners wonld hold out for double fares, and this would
“ cause a good deal of extra expense to Government.”

17. The Deputy Commissioner of Hurdui reports : “ The
“ hardship complained of appears to be, that carts are taken
“ great distances from the districts in which they are enter-
“tained. T do not see how the Bengal Act does away with
¢ this: the fact of their being taken away long distances
“ yemains still. It is not at the price paid to them that
¢ owners of carts complain, but of being taken long dis-
“ tances. The remedy is to have a regular system of relicfs
“ in cach district ; this I imagine might he organized without
“ much trouble, or carts for hire might be registered; this
 would afford owners some protection.”

18. The Officiating Deputy - Commissioner of Kherece
reports : “ The spirit of the Act is good, and there is no
"¢ doubt that a law restraining forcible seizure of carriage
“ was very much needed to free and encourage trade to dis-
¢ tant districts, which is cramped at present by the certainty
¢ almost of the means of conveyance being forcibly seized
“ after unloading its burden. The arbitrary and indiseri-
“ minate snatching at every thing we want, regardless of
“ the claims and rights of others, and the unfair treatment
“ afterwards experienced in overloading and underpaying
¢ the owners, have driven them to conceal their carts, and
¢ filled them with fear in localities where carriage is only
¢ kept for agricultural purposes.

“ T venture to observe that the proposed Act seems to me
“ to aim at too much, and to commit a political error, which
% rulers should always avoid. The State ought never to fix
 yates for free labour, either to increase, or to lessen them,
“and T think it would be better if it was restricted to
¢ deciding what may be done in cases of emergency to
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‘¢ procure carriage, instead of adding also what may not be
“done; for the Indian Penal Code, I believe, affords a
“ remedy under Section 374, for forcible seizure of carriage

¢ Laws affecting commerce ought to be brief, and touch
“ upon no more than is absolutely necessary to free it.

I think too it wounld be better policy, not to allow the
“ local civil authorities to have any thing to do with obtain-
“ ing provisions for troops, which have generally commis-
““ sariat agents with them, who should go ahead, and buy
¢« supplies ; for while any law exists by which traders can be
¢ driven from their skops to distant camps, the people cannot
“ be said to be free, and moreover, they cannot be protected
 from loss through officials who have no sympathy for them.
¢ T have known them to abandon supplies brought for troops,
“ becanse (and this will always happen) they were com-
¢ pelled to go to the proposed encamping ground, days before
¢ they were wanted, and sometimes kept days after the time
¢ fixed for arrival of the troops. CGovernment ought not,
“ in my humble opinion, to use the slightest force to obtain
¢ provisions in times of profound peace, and it would become
¢ it better to put itself in the position of a private individual,
*“ when it wants anything from the market. During war,
“ no Acts are observed, and none are wanted to procure
“ supplies of any sort, for they must be taken from a hostile
‘¢ population wherever found, and I understand the Act to be
¢ framed for the present order of things. - I would make it
¢« unlawful to compel owners to carry provisions at their own
. risk to any place, and leave it to the traders to go, where
¢ it is their profit togo. Where it would be a positive loss
“ of time ar.d money to leave their shops, Government should
“ buy provisions there and transport them at its own risk.

« With these amendments I think the Act might be intro-
¢ duced into Oudh, and, if civil officers would everywhere
¢ persistently enforce it, without exception, a great boon
“ would be conferred on the people.” -
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19. The Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Baraich
states “ that no troops are located in this distriet, and car-
“ riage is never pressed.  As far as the district is concerned,
¢ therefore, I do not think that the Bengal Bill is applicable
¢ or necessary.”

From the Commissioner, Fyzabad Division, fto the Secretary
ta the Chief Commissioner, No. 206 dated 8th May 1863

In reply to your Circular No. 28-933, dated the 27th ultimo
requesting my opinion as to the applicability to Oudh of a
law prohibiting impressment of carriage unless double the
ordinary rates of hire has been rvefused, I have the honour
to state for the information of the Chief Commissioner,
thatiu my opinion such a law would operate very hardly in
practice on officers obliged to march with their regiments,
especially when they were married men,

2. 'The fact is that in no station in Oudh, Lucknow per-
haps excepted, are carts usually Iet on hire sufficient to supply
the carriage of even a native infantry regiment available ; so
that the introduction in Oudh of such alaw would be tanta-
mount to obliging such officers to pay double the ordinary
rate of hire, which they could ill afford to do.

3. I think the great hardships in the present system are
those mentioned in your 4th paragraph iz, that carts are taken
‘to great distances, and arrangements for their speedy change
in each district through which the troops pass are not in prac-
tice made. We cannot, by any measures we can devise, speedi-
ly ereate in the Provinee a proper supply of carts usunally let for
hire, but I do not see why better arrangements for the relief of
carriage should not be made. 'With proper notice there ought
to be no difficulty in the matter ; there appears no reason why
ample warning of changes directed in the ordinary relief should
not be given, so that it would only be in exceptional cases that
little could be done. :

4. Tmustsay,however,that district officers are themselves °
somewhat to blame for the present state of things, and that
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they and their establishments do not in practice exert them-
selves in the same way to obtain a change of carriage as they do
to obtain it in the first instance, and I think the official furnish-
ing the carriage should be requested to send alist of it to the
next district officer en roufe witha mnotification of the date
on which it will arrive theve ; and that the distriet officer
addressed should be required to relieve all that carriage and
report to the officer who furnished that he had done so.

5. Changes in the scale of carriage allowed &e., are con-
stant, and I am not at present aware how the seale stands. Bat
whatever seale may be fixed on, it should, I think, be authori-
tatively sent to district officers, and strict injunctions be given
them to attend toit exactly. District officers are not likely to
be acquainted with the general orders on the subject, unless
they are sent to them by the heads of their own department,
and I do not think they should be left to search for them when
a commanding oflicer’s indent is received ; and when a dis-
trict officer acts strictly by rule, while others are more accom-
modating, the former incurs an amount of odium in doing
his duty to which he ought not to be subjected.

Y

From the Commissioner Lucknow Division, to the Seeretary
lo the Chief Commissioner, No. 128 daled the 26th

February 1864.

The system under which carts, &c., are farnished to
regiments when marching, appears to be an ever recurring
abuse, and to call loudly for some legislative enactment
which shall release civil officers from becoming parties to
any such oppressive acts as have been endured by the cart-
men who left Lucknow in November last for Meerut, and
have been again pressed for service from Meerut towards
Peshawur,

2. The accompaning copy of a Jetter from the Depnty
Commissioner Lucknow, No. 44 dated the 18th instant, ig
submitted merely to exemplify and to show the Necessity
that exists for some regulation and law in this respect, :
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3. A very good draft bill was brought before the Ben-
gal Legislative Council in May 1862, but I do not know if it
has ever proceeded further. I would call attention to the
statement of objects and reasons annexed to the proposed
Act, and they do not speak one bit too strongly of what is
actually of yearly recurrence. The Act would be, it seems
to me, a very appropriate one in Oudh ; and as there is really
no law in this province rendering it incumbent on us to
provide carriage to any one, I see no reason, except in the
most emergent cases, why we should interfere at all; and
propose for the future to decline all aid except when the
troops take the ficld for service, or when it cannot be pro-
cured by regiments marching for double the ordinary rate
of hire. '

4. As regards the present complaint, the Deputy Com-
missioner will be requested, after investigation, to call on
the Commanding Officer for any balance of hire, or back
hire, that he may find to be actually due, and if it is not paid
a further report will be made.

5. As regards the disputes between the regimental
kotwal and the man sent with the carts, it is perhaps hardly
our concern : what we have to deal with is the sum actually
due to the cartmen themselves, and this must be discharged.
The hardship in sending them on from Meerut is now be-
yond our control; but I do trust the old system may be
revised.

From the Deputy Commissioner Lucknow, o the Commissioner
Lucknow Division, No. 44 dated 18(h February 1861.

It will be in your recollection that within the space of six

$IT. Ws 19th Husars. Weeks, say from 2nd November to the
n 16th December last, four regiments
. 4sth¥ur.Rgt in relief as per margin¥* hesides

detachments of artillery, &e., marched from Lucknow.

?. To supply carriage for these troops I was obliged to
impress not less than 505 carts. Theevils of such wholesale
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From the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, to the Com-
missioner, Lucknow Division, No. G630 dated 21st
March 1864.

With reference to your letter No. 128, dated 26th ultimo,
and its enclosure, I am directed to state that, by Regulation
XI of 1806, carringe must be procured for troops on the
march on requisition from the Commanding Officer. The
Chief Commissioner is not prepared to recommend the
enactment of such a bill as was brought reecently before
the Bengal Legislative Council, because it appears to him
that the practical effect would be to compel payment of
double hire for carriage in all cases, which would press hard
on officers and men, who march not for their own pleasure
but on the public service, unless Government undertakes to
make good the excess hire, which apparently is not con-
templated.

2. Besides, the ordinary rate of hire, 8 annas a day for
a pair of bullocks, is not inadequate, and no complaint is ever
made on that score ; the real grievance is that carriage is
taken to great distances from the place where it is enter-
tained, and is liable to be impressed again after being dis-
charged by the first hirer, as has been the case in this instance,
regarding which a reference will be made to the Government.

North Western Provinces.

3. But to mitigate as far as possible the hardship to in-
dividuals and hindrance to trade caused by the pressure of
carriage for troops, Deputy Commissioners should insist
that the indent for carriage be drawn up in the form re-
quired by the military regulations, and decline to provide
any greater quantity than is therein authorized. Those
who want more carriage than the military regulations
allow, must make their own arrangements to procure
it.

4. In this particular case, if a reference to the officer
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commanding 19th Hussars fails to secure a satisfactory set-
tlement of just claims, a representation will be made to head
quarters.

5. The Chief Commissioner understands that the 90th
Regiment will not go beyond Lahore, so he trusts the
carriage has at last been discharged.

From the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, to the Secretary
to Government, Novth-Western Provinces, No. 632 dated
21st March 1864.

I am directed to transmit to you, for the information of
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor North Western Pro-
vinces, a copy of a letter from the Deputy Commissioner of
Lucknow, No. 44 dated 18th ultimo, eomplaining of the
seizure of carts at Meerut, supplied by him to the offlcer
commanding 19th Hussars on their march from Lucknow,
and to observe that at so large and long established a station
as Meerut, the Chief Commissioner can hardly imagine that
other carriage was not procurable, and that it was indispen-
sibly necessary to impress that which had come from Oudh.
More especially should the measure have been avoided when
the destination of the 90th Regiment was Peshawur, for the
civil authorities must have been aware that the great hard-
ship attendant on the impressment of carriage is the distance
to which it is liable to be taken, and the consequent prolonged
absence of the owners from their homes.

From the Secretary to the Government, North Western Pro-
vinces, to the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner; No,
16423 4 dated 6th June 1864,

—_——

From the Commissioner of the Meerut Division, to the Secre-
tary to the Government of the North Western Provinces,
No, 91 dated 10th May 1864. :
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Referring to your letter, No. 859A (General Depart-
ment) dated the 13th ultimo, with its enclosure, calling
for a report upon the subject of carriage furnished to the
19th Hussars at Lucknow, and again seized and made over
to the 90th Regiment proceeding towards the Punjab, I
have the honour to state, after enquiry from Mr. Forbes, that
these carts were not seized at Meerut by the civil power.

2nd, As magistrate and collector, Mr. Forbes had al-
ready been called upon to supply a large number of carts
for the 8th Hussars, the 1st Bengal Cavalry, and a few
to a battery, in all 104 carts—within the month of Novem-
ber, in which the 90th also sent in their indents.

3rd. Mr. Forbes returned the indents to the Commissa-
riat Officer, requesting that, if from his own resources, he
could not meet the demand, he would call for aid from the
neighbouring districts of Boolundshuhur, Mozuffernuggur,
&e., and even Delhi, on the very line of march, and where
hundreds of earts from the upper parts of the Punjab could
be found at a day’s notice; pointing out at the same time
how hard it was to expect a purely agricultural district like
Meerut, simply because it held in its centre a large military
cantonment, to meet such a heavy and continued drain
upon its labour.

4th. This, Major Christopher, the commissariat officer,
said he would do, and did furnish 50 large carts, and all
the camels required by the 90th Regiment ; a very small
portion of their carriage, he (Major Christopher) believes,
heing taken over from the 19th Hussars.

5th. If the orders which are clearly published in Circu-
lar No. 1, dated the 21st June 1850, from the Government
North Western Provinces, regarding relief of carriage at cer-
tain stations, were strictly followed, the evils resulting from
seizure and forced labour would be reduced toa minimum,

6th. 1If officers commanding troops were held strictly
responsible that the order should be observed, and if collec-
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tors and commissariat officers furnishing carriage gave to
the cartmen the certificates ensuring their discharge and
freedom from molestation as laid down in para. 5 of that
circular, there would be comparatively little trouble.

Orper,—Ordered that a copy of the foregoing be for-
warded to the Secretary to the Chief ‘Commissioner of
Oudh, in reply to the Assistant Secretary’s letter, No. 632
dated the 31st of March last, with the remark that it ap-
pears that none of the carts supplied for the use of the 19th
Hussars on their march from Lucknow were pressed by the
civil authorities of the North Western Provinces.

Exztract from the proceedings of HHis Excellency the Go-
vernor General of India in Council, in the Military
Department, under date the 31st October 1865. No. 848,

Reap the following correspondence regarding the supply
of carriage for European and Native Troops in the Bengal
Presidency :—

Letter No. 376A dated 13th Augunst 1864, from the
Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces,
with enclosures. :

Letter No. 310 dated 22nd August 1864. to the Quar-
ter Master General.

Letter No. 3525 dated 19th Spetember 1864, from ditto.
Letter No. 3526 i o from ditto.
Telegram No. 50A dated 2nd November 1864, to ditto.

Letter No. 82CC dated 10th November 1864, from
Deputy Quarter Master General, with annexures.

Letter No. 1102A dated 14th December 1864, from
Controller of Military Accounts,
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Letter No. 861 dated 31st October 18635, to Quarter
Master General,

Letter No. 170 dated 4th February 1865, to Commis-
sary General.

Letter No. 3108 dated 22nd November 1864, from ditto.

Memorandum No. 1497B dated 6th January 1865,
from Accountant General Military Department.

Letter No. 1310 dated 24th March 18635, from Commis-
sary General.

Letter No. 1811 dated 26th April 1865, from  diito.

Letter No. 863 dated 31st October 1863, to ditto.

—

Resorvrion.—The Governor General in Council observes
that the difficulties and hardships attendant on the supply of
carriage to British and npative troops on the line of march
have been but partially caused by the general extension of
cultivation and consequent scarcity of pasture for the cattle
and by the increased demand for carriage by land on the
part of the commercial classes ; and that they must be attri-
buted mainly to the insufficiency of the old rates of hirein .
many places, and to inattention on the part of those con-
cerned to the regulations laid down in order to ensure a fair
rate of remuneration, and to distribute the pressure on those
from whom the carriage is taken as equally as possible.

2. 1In order to remove this pressure, so often and loudly
complained of by the owners of carriage, His Excellency Sir
Hugh Rose advocated the maintenance in each province, at
the public expense, of a certain proportion of carriage in
proportion to the population, to be utilized locally in every
possible way so as at lighten the expense. But, setting aside
the inapplicability of a scheme which would often cause the
largest supply where it would be least wanted, the Governor
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General in Council is utterly averse to any attempt on the
part of Government to keep up carriage, whether of its own
or hired, for the movement of troops in excess of that now
maintained for military purposes. The expense of such a
system would, His Excellency in Council considers, be
certain, and its efficiency, if the expenditure were kept within
any reasonable limits, very doubtful.

3. The required carriage having to be provided when
wanted, it ouly remains to be considered what additional
measures are necessary to provide it with as little hardship
to individuals as possible. '

4. Excepting for the public carriage, strictly so called
which is provided by the Commissariat department, carts,
&e. for the conveyance of the baggage of the troops are or-
dinarily supplied on indent by the civil authorities, with
whom, as with the commissariat officer when the carriage
is supplied through that department, it restsgo fix the rates
of hire:

5. As a rule the Governor General in Council is of
opinion that all such carriage should in future be supplied
by the commissariat, the officers of that department making
their own arrangements, if possible, and applying as hereto-
fore to the civil authorities for such assistance as they may
find they need.

6. Onthe representation of the Commissary General that
the supply of camels by local contractors cannot for various
reasons be thorougly depended upon, the Governmeut has
now sanctioned a return to the system of employing chau-
dris, which obtained previous to 1861, and which has proved
its efficiency on many occasions of emergency; and the
Commissary General is of opinion that a similar system
might be adopted in regard to the supply of carts. That
chaudris, judiciously selected on account of their character
and the influence they possess amongst the owners of carriages
can do much to encourage the latter to come forward wil-
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lingly, in the expectation of receiving proper treatment and
fair remuneration, there can be no doubt ; and it appears to
Government that the Commissariat department is well able
to look after the interests of those who are employed, and
promptly to bring to the notice of the military authorities
any case which may require their interference. Delay in
making such references, and the consequent failure to check
irregularities or obtain redress for those who have suffered
by them, have had much to do with the evils which it is
desired to remedy.

7. The Governor General in Council accordingly ap-
proves of the Commissary General’s proposal to adopt the
chaudri system, by way of experiment in the first instance,
for the supply of country carts, and to extend it should the
trial prove successful.

8. The question of the rates of hire has next to be con-
sidered.

9. The higher rates fixed by civil officers during the
last two or three years, in accordance with existing regulations,
have been represented as pressing hardly on both officers
and soldiers ; who, as marching on the public service, are
fairly entitled to consideration, whilst, on the other hand,
the State is bound to see that fair rates of remuneration are
given., These rates however might perhaps be more satis-
factorily settled by the chief civil authority in each province
than by district officers.

10. s Excellency in Council has therefore decided that
the rates of hire of all carriage furnished by the civil author-
ities, and of the fees which (on a moderate scale) the chau-
dris through whose agency it is obtained should be allowed
to charge, be carefully considered and fixed for each division
of the province by the local government or administration,
and revised from time to time as may be necessary. Printed
copies of these rates, when settled or revised, should be at once
furnished to the Military department for the information of
the Government of India, to the Quarter Master General and
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Commissary General, and to the officers commaunding divi-
sions and districts in each government.

11. The amount of baggage for which the State under«
takes to provide carriage for the officers and troops, both
on service and on ordinary occasions of marching or relief,
is clearly laid down in the regulations, which do not
appear to Governmeut to need any revision, nor is it deemed
* Military Regulations, Sec- €3pedient to relax the rule* which
tion XII, §18, Clause 3. restriets the liability of Government
for demurrage on carriage so supplied to the proportion laid
down as service equipment. But, should the cost of the carri-
age on any particular occasion much exceed the usual rates, a
special representation may be made to Government through
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.

12. But no arrangements which the State can make can
be expected to prove effective for the satisfactory supply of
carriage, unless very stringent rules are laid down and
enforced for the proper treatment of the cattle and drivers,
&c., for the prompt payment of Lire, and for the regular
relief of such carriage ; and the Governor General in Council
is convinced that to neglect in these respects is attributable
much of the difficulty which has been experienced in obtain-
ing carriage, and of the constant complaints which have been
from time to time preferred. ;

13. His Excellency in Council therefore desires that the
attention of all concerned may be drawn to the regulations on
this subject, and that the following rules especially may be
strictly observed whenever carriage is supplied by the civil
authorities :— :

I. If possible not less than 15 days’ notice shall be given
to the collector of the quantity and description of
carriage which will be required.

II. The collector shall make his own arrangements with
the chaudris or contractors, who shall be re-
spousible for the proper quality of the carriage and for

E
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IV.

V. Collectors will be respo
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CARRIAGE FOR TROOTS,

the good conduct of the parties in charge ofit. The
oullee-:lor shall also arrange for the relief of the carriage
at suitable distances where carriage is obtainable.

The commanding officer of the troops will be
responsible that half the hire aud the fees to the
chaudri, which have been fixed by the local govern-
ment, are paid in advance, and that the balance is
made good on arrival at the destination of the troops,
or when the carriage is relieved. He will also be re-

sponsible that the carriage is not overladen, that the
animals are not overdriven, and that the parties in

charge are properly treated.

If the commanding officer has reason to be dissatis-
fied with the way in which the engagement has been
executed, he should complain af once on arrival ata
station to the collector, who will have the case imme-
diately inquired into in presence of both parties; and
his decision shall be enforced.

usible to Government that the -
engagements regarding carriage are fairly adhered to,
after they have ascertained the

and that, failing this,
merits of the case, {he matter is promptly reported to

superior authority. They will also be responsible that
tables shewing the rates of hire and chaudris’ fees
with the proper weight of loads, and the conditions

and the like, are made

regarding halting, demurrage, '
known to the commanding officer when the carriage

'usupplied. ;
No chaudris or contractors should be allowed t‘u
of office, or to seize carrl-

use badges or other signs
ble the npmsentative

age. They should in :
ijn Council be as mueh as poss! 7 4
men of the classes who nominate them, ?.nd they
should maintain ir position by&ﬁ own mi‘itfence,
added to tbat which they gain by ¥
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the Government authorities. The latter could fine a
chaudri for misbehaviour, orin a grave case require
the class he represented to depose him and appoint
another ; but the more such interference can be avoided
the better.

VII. Whenever Government for its own objects requires
the continuousservice of the chaudri, a small monthly
allowance might be granted him in addition to his
regular fees ; but ordinarily this will not be necessary.

VIII. Parwiunas shall in all cases be furnished to
dismissed cartmen, prohibiting their seizure or molest-
ation on their way home, and any infringement of
these orders should be noticed and reported if neces-
sary.

14. The above rules will be of course applicable, mutatis
mutandis, whenever the commissariat officer is unable to
obtain the carriagé by his own arrangements, and has to
apply for assistance to the civil authorities. In such cases it
will be his duty to do all he can to ensure the proper treat-
ment, payment, and relief of the carriage, just as if he had
himself supplied it.

——

No. 856.

Orperep that copy of the above Resolution be forwarded
to the Chief Commissioner, of Oudh, for information and
guidance.

From the Secretary to the Chief Commissioner to all Com-
missioners, Circular No. 89-3665 dated 11th Novem-
ber 1865.

Supply of carriage for troops.

Forwards copy of Government resolution No. 848, dated
31st ultimo, regarding above, and, with reference to para, 10,



requests the favor of 8. opdeio whiat wekld st
i t be
m“ by :i&' g by e hmplw;enmh

of his divisi also what remuneration he would
propose 1o give to the chandris.

—

From the Commissioner Lucknow Division, to the Secretary
te the Chigf Commissioner, No. 796 dated 30th Novem-
der 1865,
Tn reply to your Circulat, No. 80-3665 dated 11th instant,
1 have the honour fostate, with reference to pars. 10 of the
Government Resolution No. 818 dated 31st ultimo, that the
Deputy Commissioner of {his Qivision recommends as fol-
lows :—

5 annas & day for each hullock marching,
sod 2] annss for halt and return marches. For the chau-
drt 10 or 13 rupees per mouth.?

Ounan—" 5 aunss per bullock hen marching, and 2}
qanss return hire. For chaudri 1 annss per rupee.”

Barabunkee—$ 3008 BT ballock for cach march, and
pullock for halts. For chandri 1 anna per




CARRIAGE FOR TROOPS. 29

and, under para 5, to which Mr. Lane alludes in his 2nd
para, no doubt they will call for this aid.

5.—Every thing, however, depends on commanding offi-
cers of regiments, for if the cartmen are well and regularly
paid and not overloaded, their objections would probably
soon cease.

6.—The exchange of carts at suitable places should also
be insisted on.

7.—I shall await orders in regard to the fixing of rates
before electing a representative chaudri or chaudris under
the new rules,

From the Deputy Commissioner Lucknow, to the Commis-
sioner Lucknow Division, No. 926 dated 28th Novem-
ber 1865.

In reply to your Circular, No. 77-786, dated the 24th
November, on the subject of supply of carriage to troops,
I have the honour to report as follows :—

2. By para. 5 of the Government Resolution No. 848, the
supply of carriage for troops will, wherever commissariat
officers are'stationed, rest with that department. 1 consider
therefore that whatever measures are determined on for
Lucknow should be adopted in communication with the
executive commissariat officer at present stationed here.

3. I think there should be only one chaudri for the
city and cantonment, but I would no longer leave his nomi-
nation to the octroi farmer. There are more heart-burnings
between the numerous cart chaudris than in any class of
people I know of in the city of Lucknow.

4. The demand for carts is constant in Lucknow, and at
times more than can be met without seizure. It is important
then that men made to work against their will should be
suitably remunerated.
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5. In answer topara.7, the appointment of a chaudri
here must accordingly be permanent, and if the leading
members of this class be called together, and the object of
Government explained to them in communication with the
commissariat deparfment, I have no doubt they might be
induced to elect a representative, and work with him, and
share whatever remuneration may be determined on.

6. In continuation it might be well to recognize his
services with an allowance of say ten or fifteen rupees a
month, and T think this would give us a better hold over
him and render his responsibility more definite.

7. " THas, hnwcver; a recognized custom here, and I imagine
in most other places, for the chaudri who provides the
carringe to take an amna in every rupee from the wages
earned by the owners of the carts. This comes to a consi-
derable sum when a regiment for instance is on the march
and is very seldom objected to by the cartmen. It offers
also ample inducement to the chaudris to do their best
when carts are required.

L]

8. There is one point connected with these payments
which ‘I consider most important, and should be strictly
enforced, and that is that no other than the chaudri be
allowed to demand any perquisite or make any deduction
from the hire due by the employers.

9. I allude especially to the kotwals of regimental
bazaars, and other such employés. If commanding officers
or quartermasters pay for carriage through their own
subordinates, this is the inevitable result. I often request
commanding officers to pay direct all money to the chau-
dris themselves, or their agents who accompany the troops
on their march. 'When this precaution is neglected, as it too
often is, the chaudris are deprived of what they expect as
their due, and either neglect their work or endeavourto get
dastirf a second time from-the unfortunate cartmen.

Disputes are by no means unfrequent on this subject.
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10. Next, every endeavour should be used to carry out
the 6th Sec. of para. 13 ; chaudris should never be allowed
to seize carriage. This rule is in force already, and it is usual
when many carts are reqiired at once, and the chaudris
are unable to meet the demand to give orders to the tah-
silddr to make up the deficiency. In such cases the actunal
result, I believe is, for the tahsildir to depute a few
cuaprdssis in company with the cart chaudri to press
the first carts they can find. The chandri thus acquires
influence, which is pretty sureto be abused when no such
Decessity exists,

11. 1f then on emergency the chaudri cannot do all that
is required, the tahsilddr should do the best he can ouf of the
town, that is in villages where the chaundri cannot be supposed
to have the influence he ordinarily has inthe city, but not
through the chaudris.

12. As regards the rates to be paid. These should be
revised every year, say at the commencement of the cold
season, and will depend on the harvest and the price of food
and grain. At present I charge, and have done so fora
year now, five annas a day for each bullock marching, and
half that sum for halts and return marches ; with the present
price of grain nothing less than this can pay the owners of
the animals and carts, and it must be remembered that this
is not an ordinary matter of demand and supply, for in
Lucknow all carriage kept for hire is in constant use for
local or provincial business, while that now alluded to is
but too often unwillingly given and employed at a loss to
the owners.

From the Commissioner Lucknow Division, to the Secretary
o the Chief Commissioner, No. 806 dated 5th December
1865.

In continuation of No. 796, dated 30th ultimo, states that
the Deputy Commissioner Barabunkee hLas since suggested
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that “ when a halt of more than one day in seven takes
“ place, the hire should be 3 annas per diem per bullock.”

Major Chamier adds that he has “ fully ascertained that
several halts running (as a settlement officer requires to
make) is starvation to owners of carts, if only 2 annas per
bullock be paid.”

The scale recommended in Commissioner’s 2nd paragraph

will, it is believed, remove any existing discontent amongst
cartmen.

From the Commissioner Seetapoor Division, to the Secretary
to the Chief Commissioner, No. 146 dated 27th Novem-
ber 1865.

In reply to your Circular No. 89 of the 11th instant, I
have the honour of referring to my letter No. 206 of the 17th
July 1863, and of stating my opinion that the usual rate of
one rupee for the carriage of 20 maunds for each march
of ten miles with half hire back, and 6 per cent. for the
chaudri, would be ample remuneration.

2. It is much more than what is paid by merchants on
metalled roads, and we have the benefit of one pukka road
in this division, that from Seetapoor to Lucknoyw.

8. In my letter No. 206, I urged that the evils attending
the present system of cart impressment were chiefly caused
by the uncertainty regarding the period of impressment.

4. His Excellency the Governor General in Council, in
paragraphs 12 and 13 of the resolution, has ordered that
this period shall be limited.

1stly.—By the regular relief of impressed carriage.

To effect this the collector should immediately on receiv-
ing the commanding officer’s requisition, inform all of the
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other collectors on the line of march of the number of carts
to be relieved, and those collectors should be held responsi-
ble for relieving the impressed carriage.

2ndly.—By farnishing parwénahs to dismissed cartmen,
prohibiting their seizure on their way home.

This will be hailed as a very great boon throughout the
country. Care must be taken that these parwanahs be only
considered in force for a certain number of days, sufficient
to enable the cartmen to reach their homes.

6. I strongly advocate that rule 6 in paragraph 13 of the
resolution may be strictly enforced. Whenever the chau-
dri is employed no impressment should be permitted.

6. Whenever impressment may be found to be necessary
the chaudri should have nothing to do with it, and
should not be entitled to his 6 per cent. That percentage,
which in some districts will yield him a large income, should
be in remuneration for his obtaining the carriage without
impressment.

7. I am of opinion that for the present cartmen should
receive full hire for halting days.

8. I will hereafter communicate to you the opinions of
the district officers.

From the Commissioner Seelapoor Division, to the Secrelary
to the Chief Commissioner, No. 153 dated 19th Decem-
ber 1865,

In continnation of No. 146, dated- 27th ultimo, submits
herewith the original reports received from the Deputy Com-
missioners of Hurdui and Kheree.

The Commissioner begs to invite the attention of the
Chief Commissioner to the Hurdui report,
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From the Deputy Commissioner Hurdui, to the Commissioner
Seetapoor Division, No. 325 dated 25th November 1865.

With reference to Circular No, 89-3665, dated 11th in-
stant, I have the honour to report that at present there is no
difficulty in getting carts for a short journey, such as from
Hurdui to Seetapoor or Shahjehanpoor, or even to Lucknow,
or for regular employment in the district at the old rates of
four annas per bullock for each march, and half hire for
halts and returning.

2.—The demand is so small that there is no regular
chaudri, but in the similar case of kahfrs the fee
taken is. one anma in the rupee. If chaudris be ap-
pointed or recognised by Government it might be advisable
to admit this fee, and make the payment of it fall on the
hirer and not the owner of the cart.

3.—The real cause of reluctance of native cartmen
to engage to accompany troops (besides the innate objection
common toallin this country to do anything nnless ordered),
is that they feel no certainty as to the time for which they
may be detained from their homes and fields, for the greater
part only use their bullocks occasionally in the cart, and
employ them in the plough between whiles. Their absence
for a week or ten days does no harm, but if compelled to go
a long distance, as is sometimes the case, the whole produce
of their fields will be lost to them.

4.—A man engaged to carry baggage with a regiment
believes that he will certainly be compelled to go with it the
whole of the way to its destination, and that he will then be
probably seized again and made to accompany the regiment
relieved on its march to some place still further from his
home.

5.—This fear is stronger than need be, but there are
undoubtedly some grounds forit, and even when they cease to
exist altogether it will be long before the fear is eradicated.
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6.—The rules now laid down however, especially Nos.
II and VIIT will, if strictly followed, be of great use in
effecting this object.

———

From the Deputy Commissioner Kheree, to the Commissioner
Seetapoor Division, No. 816 dated 6th December 1865.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of General
Circular No. 89-3665 of the 11th ultimo, from the Secretary
to Chief Commissioner, regarding the supply of carriage for
troops, and in reply to state that in my opinion the following
would be fair rates of hire for all descriptions of carri-
age.

Marching. Stationary.

For a 4 bullock cart. per diem. 1 rupee § annas.
i - n 12 annas BE%in
» 2 n ” 8 ” 4 i
, Camel. per mensem. 10 rupees.
,» Buffalo, per diem. 6 annas 3 annas.
,» Bullock. 0 R fed ) 2% .,
» Pony. » 6 5 S I
» XKahdr, (bearer.) . Hin 5
- Cooly. . 2

2. As regards the remuneration proposed to be given to
chaudris, I consider that their pay should not be under
8 Rs. per mensem,

————

From the Commissioner Seetapzor Division, lo the Secretary
to the Chief Commissioner, No. 29 dated 3rd April 1866.

In continnation of my predecessor’s letter, No. 146 dated
27th November last, regarding the supply of carriage for
troops, I have the honour to forward a copy of a letter, No.
89 dated 28th ultimo, from the Deputy Commissioner of
Seetapoor on the same subject,
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2. 1 think it desirable that if possible stations might be
fixed in communication with the Government of the North-
Western Provinces for the relief of impressed carriage. 1
also think that a Government official should be deputed to
see that relief really is effected, and that, where the carriage
is with an entire regiment, an Assistant or Extra Assistant
Commissioner should be deputed for this purpose.

3. I believe that the rules for the relief of impressed
carriage have hitherto failed to secure the desired object,
not so much from any inherent defect in the rules them-
selves, as from the fact that no one is present at the time
of relief who has any interest in seeing it really carried
out.

. From the Deputy Commissioner Seetapoor, to the Commis-
sioner Seetapoor Division, No. 89 dated 28th March 1866.

In reply to Secretary Chief Commissioner’s No. 89 dated
11th November 1865, I have the honour to reply that no
complaints are made against the present rate of hire, and,
from local investigation, I consider that it is fair for both the
hirer and the party letting out on hire. The rates are four
annas per bullock for each marching day and two annas per
bullock for each halting day and each day of return journey.
Ten miles is considered a stage or day’s journey, and the
ordinary loads are for a two bullock cart 10 to 12 maunds,
and a four bullock cart 20 to 25 maunds.

2. In this district we have a chaudri who is bound to
give a certain number of carts at a certain warning. Be-
fore the carts are supplied the whole of the hire, both going
and returning, must be paid down by the hirer ; half of this
is kept in deposit in tahsil ; and half of it is paid over to the
chaudri for the cartmen. The chaudri takes about
3 annas in the rupee. On the return of the cart the balance
in the tahsil is paid to him. If any complaints have been
sent in against them they are enquired into before paying
the balance,
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3. Nowhere that I have been have I heard complaint
about the rates of hire. The complaints are that they are
not sure of these rates, and that even if they got the money
they may not be allowed to return, being seized to make
another journey beyond the place originally bargained
for,

4. By taking full payment in advance and by giving a
a return parwanah these two evils are avoided. In this dis-
trict there are now no complaints about non-payment ; but T
am sorry to say the return parwinahs are not always attend-
ed to, and cartmen are seized in spite of them.

5. No chaudrfs or chaudris’ servants should be allowed
to wear badges, and no assistance should be given to chau-
dris by tahsil authorities except in very emergent cases on
special direct order of collector. If the chaundri cannot
collect carts by his own influence he is worse than useless.

From the Commissioner Fyzabad Division, lo the Secretary
to the Chief Commissioner, No. 12 dated 9th January
1866.

In reply to his Circular No, 89-3665, dated 11th Novem-
ber last, submits an abstract of the opinion of district offi-
cers of this division with reference to para. 10 of Govern-
ment Resolution, No. 848 dated 31st October last, and states
that Officiating Commissioner agrees entirely with the Offi-
ciating Deputy Commissioner of Fyzabad.

2. Four annas a day per bullock, travelling or halting,
is a fair hire to the next changing station, five annas a day
if the carts are taken further. The carters and cattle cost as
much to feed when halting as when marching. Half hire
to be paid while returning. Half an anna per rupee seems
a fair remuneration for the chaudri, and it seems very
proper that such an official should be recognized.
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ABSTRACT OF OPINIONS OF DISTRICT OFFICERS OF THE Fyzipip DIvVIsioN with
REFERENCE TO SECRETARY 70 THE Cmrr ComMissioNer's CIRCULAR
No. 80-3665 pATED 117 NOVEMBER 1865, REGARDING SUFPLY OF CARRIAGR
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[ Fyzabad,| 4 annas | 4 anna | 2 annas, | Officiating Deputy Commissioner ﬁm
poses 4 unnas per bullock travellin

or halting and & anpas per hullocg
if the oart for any reason is taken
beyond the station to which it was
first hired to go. In returning half
rates wounld be enough, as they have
their chances of jobs on the road.

Gondal, | 4 anmas | 1 anna Nil | Deputy Commissioner reports that
man of sufficient substance and in-
fluence has been found to undertake
the office of chandri and nup}:ly
carriage for troops at the rate of &
annas per bullock per diem and one
anna as chaudri right, with no
back hire and only rate on
halting days.

FYZABAD.

L Baraich. | 4 annas Nil | 2 annas. | Deputy Commissioner Baraich states

that one rupee ser diem for a four
bullock cart and eight snnas for a
two bulloek cart snd half retern
hire, are quite sufficient in this
district at present. Carts hired by
natives e longer marches than
with troops and get a little less than
the above rates. Chaudris at pre-
sent get one amna in the rupee and
are paid by the owner of the carts.

From the Commissioner Roy Bareilly Division, to the Secre-
tary to the Chief Commissioner, No. 798 dated 12th
March 1866.

In compliance with the request contained in your Circu-
lar docket, No. 89-3665 dated the 11th November last, and
its enclosure, on the subject of supply of carriage for {roops,
I have the honour to submit for the information of the
Chief Commissioner the opinions and proposals of the several
Deputy Commissioners in the Roy Bareilly division, together
with my opinion in the matter.

2. I have also the honour to annex a tabular statement
showing the present rates of hire, and those proposed by
Deputy Commissioners for different descriptions of carriage.
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8. The Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Roy Bareilly
does mot think that lower rates than those shewn in the
statement should be charged, especially as the price of grain
and bhisa has risen so considerably. He thinks that the
remuneration to eart chaudris should be the same as that
allowed to dik bearer chaudris, viz., one anna to the
rupee, which would be a fair allowance for supplying carts.

4. The Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Sultanpoor
states that the fair rate of hire varies with the price of
provisions, and considers that the old rates at present are
insufficient, because the price of provisions is exceptionally
high, and deems an enhanced rate desirable.

5. In regard to the chaudris’ remuncration, the Officiat-
ing' Deputy Commissioner considers a fixed allowance of
Rs. 8 per mensem, plus the regular fees of one anna to every
rupee to be fair, or that in lien of the monthly allowance
he might be permitted to take the dung of the cattle kept
at head-quarters, for unless he is liberally treated the sup-
ply of carriage will not be satisfactory.

6. The Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Pertabgurh
furnishes the rates of hire as shewn in the tabular statement,
and considers one anna to the rupee a sufficient remunera-
tion for the chaudri. He would give hire at the rate of
four annas per bullock in the dry season, and five annas per
diem during the rainy months of June, July, August and
September.

7. The rate of bire is undoubtedly too low to be remu-
nerative, but the oxen used in carts in this division are
gencrally so bad that the increase must be moderate. Tive
annas per bullock for short distances, and Rs. 30 per men-
sem marches and halts included, would be fair remuneration.
At present the benefit derived from hire by the owner of cattle
is so very small that carriage cannot be obtained without
impressment. It must also be said that carts, for purposes
of hire, are not kept up in this division. Plough oxen are
occasionally let out when they are not needed for agricultural
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purposes, and this shows that carts should never be detained
long unless the owner consent, to take lengthened service.

8. In a new province like Oudh, where the fostering hand

" of a paternal ruler will be needed for years to develope the
prosperity che