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a. lustrous green or a bright gold colored metallic 
crystal, that has, like a golden Eve, lured more than 
one man to ruin and starvation, imagining he had 
found gold.':« Up above this khud, which exhibits 
the geological formation in a most interesting aud dis
tinct manner, is the village of Chisani, and above that 
numerous copper mines or indications, the green 
exudations from which shows itself for hundreds of 
yards, and bunches of ore have been worked out in 
many places to some little depth hundreds of years 
ago; the discovery of these old workings originated 
in finding pieces of ore in the khud below. 

When tLese mines were worked the labor was com
pulsory, and was therefore thrown· off the moment 
opportunity occurred, such as the incursion of antago· 

l 
nistic tribes, 01· may be the smelting was stopped 
for want of timber, which a few hundred years has 
amply made amends for now, or what is m<?st probable, 
as with the Danes in Great Britain, the natives here 
never like to dl"ive in further than the sun shines, 

1 consequently the immense lode that can be traced for 
miles in the mountain above has been scarcely touched 
but . in a few holes. These are called the Filan 
Mines, being in the Filan Kothi in Vazeeri Rupi, and 
have only lately been re-discovered. 

There is no access to them up this khud, but there 
is a path from Dilasni, and another from Badool 
further on through the village of Chisani. 

• It is said that Major H oy reported gold iu .Kulu on fiudiug 
a. quantity of " iron pyrites," and it is certain he is not tho Inst 
who made' tho fat.al error. Gold may bo always detected by this 
simple means. It is ruallcablo, no other yellow metal is so fouud, 
but goes to powder when struck. 
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Come on. The road is wide and safe, and the valley 
open to the left over the river, which soon becomes again 
deep below the road. Notice the limestone formation 
and those large blocks at the tul'Iling of the road just 
past this nullah. What fossils are these ? a mass of 
oysters, or what ? Break off some and send them to 
Dr. Oldham, and he'll put it on a shelf to bother some 
one else. The appearance reminds one of scollop'd 
oysters, but no one would have left so many uneaten. 

Go on, and the valley still widens, occasionally you 
will geta glimpse of the geological formation, which is 
very interesting if you bear in mind that the part 
below you is limestone conglomerate, of pieces of a 
similar rock to that above. 

That mountain to your right high above is "Jamere ,, 
• 8,973 feet, and I can say " beaucoup j'admire," for it is 

full of copper and gold, but you can't get at it from 
this side. 

T~e road heightens a?ove the river. Oh, could you 
but JUmp to the other side of the river In thos d . • e woo s 
of Mund1 are thousands of fine wild hog-pork, but not 
bacon, running wild. 

Now we come to the F erry below Badool ·11 
Th . v1 age. 

e native~ here adopt the method of lashing a charpoy 
on to two rnflated buffalo skins, and convey you and 
all your belongings over with the greatest ease, if not 
plea~antness. But be you careful w bile collecting 
specimens of that conglomerate limestone that ove1·. 
hu.ngs . the f~rry, which is surpassingly interesting if 
not unique, t uat none of t l1ose hundreds of k 
t hat hang about above the projecting rock l mon eys 
accident o1· design, roll stones clown on . he o not, by 

yout ead or toes, 
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or, swinging carelessly from a branch, 1nikero your topie 
or your wife's chignon, for such things have been done. 

Come now, get on t he charpoy, call the dogs, and 

over we go. See how deep the blue water is, and so 
clear you can see the white sand and every stone below, 
and see the image of that monkey swinging from the 
t ree above by h is ta.ii, the elasticity of his limbs 
enabling him to supply his daily wants without curtail
ing his gambols. 

These monkeys may bo seen about here and else

where in hundreds, some hugging t heir pretty little 
ones ns if they really loved them. 

Now we are iu Mundi territory for a while, passing 
t he vilhtge of Na.goad, the nulla from which tl1is stream 
runs t hat we cross by this bridge leads to a fiue shoot
ing ground for pheasant, chikor, &c. : and they tell me, 
on those mountains are a pecufow deer like small oxen, 
but without horns. There are also large iron mines, 
which are worked by the Rajah of Mundi's people. 

At the farms up here the finest graw-fed sheep can 
only be purchased at Rs. 8 each1-sheep equal to any 

E nglish ! 

We now ascen d the road above 011e of the most 
beautiful turns in the Blue Beas, whose deep water 
below the road, cut in t he precipitous and overlmnging 
limestone rock, ever r eflects that exquisite blue for 
which it is famous. 

We now descend to the banks of the Beas, where 
many iuteresLing stones may be pickecl 1p, though 
they don't pay to carry. 'l'his liltle rest-house u.L 

B 
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Shirri was built by the kind Rajah of Mundi for the 
use of travellers delayed by the floods from crossing 
the F erry. There is no charge for this shelter, but 
there is at all those we are coming to in British terri
tory. In this consideration the Rajah of Mundi sets 
a noble example, compared to the accommodation and 
charges of our own Government, that needs copyi11g. 
It is a disgrace to the Government to charge for some 
of the " cattle sheds" they call rest-houses in Kulu.* 

If you examine the overhanging limestone rocks 
to the left of this rest-house, there is a small lode 
of Bismuth and Manganese ore in the pink limestone 
matrix, which will afford a very unusual cabinet speci
men, although too small to work at a profit. 

We must leave th at and the black marble too for 
here ends the limestone formation, and haste~ on 
towards Bajara R est-house, about two short m'l 

1 es. 
High up on the left i~ a. quarry of white micaceous 
decomposed slate which is quarried to use as white
wash, and lower down t he hill the whi'te b eacons 
show the boundary of the Mundi territory wh' h . , 1c we 
p1~ss 1aft t.h1sh stone wall and are again in Kulu ; to 
t ue e t is t e tea house and remains of h t . w a was 
mtended for a t ea plantation, but proved a ~ .1 . 

1a1 ure m 
tea, though a good excuse for purchasing land, 

We now descend into th e old bed of the Bajara 
Khud and wheel round to the rest-house h' h f 

' w :c orms 
a comfortable shelter, considering it is said l 
Leen built for nothing. o have 

* To wit, Mnnali, Pulohan and Rolla . th . 
Dobie. ' ' ere ls uo rest-house at 
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Beware, however, of dogs, for I have seen a leoparcl 
attack a dog in the verandah here during dinner time. 

You must remain a day at least here, for you are in 
the widest if not the prettiest part of t he va Hey. 
So see for yourself, or follow my descriptive guide. 

There is a very nice walk for a mile or two up the 
khud here before breakfast, and you can even get a 
dip there under the rocks in a reti red place, but 
never go without a stick at least, for some of the Gud
dees or shepherds' bill dogs a.re sometimes in charge 
here over the flocks, and will boldly attack you : and 
some are so fierce I have had · to defend myself with 
my sword and kill, because I could not drive them off, 
but this was further north. 

Some of these hill people reside during the winter in 
t he caves excavated high up the right, which hold not 
only families but flocks of sheep or goats, but return to 
their country durin~ the summer months. These caves 

have, I expect, been dug out for some metallic mineral or 
the red clay that is found in this claystate or snndstorie 
shale formation. There are plenty of lodes of carbo
uate of iron in these hills, and some signs of lead. 

There is an agent for the Tea Plar;°tnt ion Company 
resides at Bajara, who, if he fails in his tea, does not 
in his hospitality, where t he generosity of the host ess 
is so amiably bestowed by the fair daughter, it would 
be impossible to omit t ile testimouy which every one 
bears to the kindness of the only European family 

resident at present in Kulu. 

H ere are the remains of the Old Fort of Baj ara., 
wh ich a lloni<l Vandalism has d')omed to destruction 

• 
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for the sake of a felV stones and rotten sticks of wood 

for fuel. 

Centuries arro this fort must have bristlerl with the 
0 . 

appmtenances of war, repelling t he atta.cks of rapaci -
ous neighbours, or later still of such ruthless invaders 
as Runjeet Singh, who, it is sa id, at one time levied 
' black mail' on this place t o the amount of two lacs 
of silver, the frail walls not being able to withst~tnd 
his artillery, which 

"Bellowed its deluge or immortal smash." 

No doubt , however, many a native bas there shown 
his oreat prowess in arms fi <>'hting with sword in hand 

" ' 0 ,, 

" for hearth and home" till made to " bite the dust. , 
No useles9 monument surmounts his grave, b ut for 

the sake of those who foucrht and bled, let the 0ld 
0 

stones stand. 

In those days this fort no doubt gave good sl1elter 
to its defenders, till modern artillery brought by 
Runjeet Singh and the bold warrior Seikhs left no 
alternat ive but to- submit, and pay. 

Some parts of this fort must have been well con~ 
structed and well adorned, as will be seen by a stone 
used as a st e·p to the T ea Aaenl's Bun<?alow 

0 0 ' 

not the only stone, by many, I expect, used in the 
construction of this and other adjacent village build
ings. The few that are left show no want of skill iu 
workmanship or design in t he rich canings that cover 
them. 

Not to be despised in either sense is an ancient 
" "l'' gur~o1 ' or water-spout, now used at the entrance of 
a BunJah s store ou the hill above the bridge, Carved 
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in solid Mica schist, it forms an interesting specimen 
of carving and design worthy a model'll sculptor, al
though report.ed to be more t lian eight hundred years 
old ; whether this formed a " gurgoil" for carrying the 
water off a roof is perhaps dubious, though it follows 
many a similar design in English, and especially 
Norman Cathedrals nnd other buildings in Europe : 0 1· 

wheLher i t formed, as is more prob.ible, the conduit from 
a spring or wa.tcr-course where the early maiden drew 
her morning draught or the more tired t raveller his 
refreshing batb,-it is a very interesting relic of by
gone ages in Knlu, and deserves a better position and 
protection than being thus " degraded, cast carelessly 
away." 

Here no doubt dwelt the Negee or chosen bend man 
of the district or "Kohti," whose r ighis included cer
tain auLhority over the unmarried daughters, as well 
as claim to cer ta.iu" bucksees" and" dustoories," which 
increased the emu1ation for the important posit ion. 

But there are t wo other in teresting memorials of 
antiquity if not of supersti tion close by. One is a 
temple and num erous detached carvings in tlie ad
jacent village, where it is impossible t o say whether 
all the curiously carved stories originn.Uy form ed one 
building, t hough now so scattered, or were not part of 
some temple or building attached to the F ort : they 
are well worth inspecting, al though some of them are 
much mutilated and begrimed with fil th. 

The most perfect object, however, is a small temple of 
carved stone in an isolated spot to the E ast of the rest
house among the fields. This is comparatively perfect, 
considering it is supposed to be eight or nine hundred 
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years old ; the injuries to the carvings are not the result 
of time but the wantonness of the Mahomedn.ns , wh o 

' 
from religious prejudice destroy all sculptured figures.* 

B:ijarn. Temple is of a square plan. 

The door and entmnce porch is to the East s ide, 
a nd there are recesses on each of the three other 
sides in which are bas-reliefs. In the Southern recess 
is the Eleph:int God, in the Western the Goddess 
" Bo\vanne atpoojee" with her eight arms. 

The figure to the North holds o. long sword in her 
left hand o.nd a sort of rozette in her right, at her feet 
small devils are fighting. 

On the entrance door jambs are figures whose legs 
are in plate armour, they have umbrellas over their 
heads, held in one instance by a .small figure in armou1·, 
the other has more small devils fighting at her feet : 
they are all sadly defaced from mere wantonness. 

The inscriptions on the door jambs mn.y be more 
r ecent than the building, and merely note the visit 
of some p~rson on pilgrimn.ge who considers himself 
important ; the style is like sanscript. 

I have made a number of drawings of various carved 
stones in this temple, some of the figures being four 

feet high, and have copied some of the inscription, 
which no doubt can be decyphered by the learned ; at 
least I remember Mr. Fergusson telling me at the Geo
logical Society's meeting in London, that t here were no 
inscriptions in India. that could not be decypbered. T his 

• Moorcro~t relates (p. 169) that thcso eculpiures were IUUl,ilatcd 
by the sold1ors o[ the gn1udfnU1er o[ Saudsar Ch d h h 
invaded Kulu, an w en e 
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and similar buildings are constructed without morLnr 
bet ween the stones, but · every_ stone has " dressed" 
faces, joints and " bed" .fitting in its assigned place 
With great aCCUracy thl'OUghout- there being nO II filling 
in" of rubbish so common with the P. W. Depar tment, 
which evidently had no existence in those times. Nor 
were the architects who designed these enduring 
examples of their skill sent adrift on the world as unfi t 
for further work at 48 years of age as in India now. 

The carving on one of the stones represents 
" Barachq," a figure half angel, half bird ; I have seen 
similar effigies or figures beautifully executed in Delhi 
at the Mohurrum festival. 

It is related here that " a French gentleman en
deavoured to purchase this temple with a view to hav
ing it removed," Lut it would not be an impossibility to 
take casls of some.of the carvings, though much defaced. 

One thing I remarked that, excepting the profiles of 
the tlircc-faced gou or goddess, which appears on each 
side, as also in front of the temple at J ugget Sookht, 
I have not seen similar carvings anywhere else. 
Wherea.s in Mundi territory and lower Sout li, t lie 
temples are nearly all buil t after the same model. 

At the H oly Lake in Ri walsir, below Mundi city, I 
found some masons quarrying t he rocks a nd building 
a temple very much like one I sa.w on the bauks of the 
Beas below Nadoun. I enquired if the head mason 
had any drawing from wliich he executed the work ; 
his reply was " no, we build on the same plan, and 
carve the same ornaments nod designs as our fa.Lhers 
did before us. Each man knows h is duty and the 
work cousigned to him," a kind of pra.ctical Free· 
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masonry, that is said to have preva.iled in Europe when 
the buildings, such as our early cathedrals, were erected. 

This building has suffered mu;:h from lightning aud 
earlhquake, which has severed one section from the 
ma.in building about six inches all the way down, the 
stonesremaining, however, unbroken and still" tooLhed" 
into each other. 

Perhaps this hn.s been caused by lightning striking 
the iron rod fixed on the top. I believe, however, that a 
severe earthquake is on record which occurred hero 
not a great while since, and will account for this and 
other simila1· phenomena. 

At Jugget Sookht Temple higher up the valley, the 
largest stone, three or four feet wide, has shifted u.bout 
ten inches to the north, no other stone being displaced. 

Sir H. De la Beche mentions similar occurrences, 
and I remember having seen the mullions of the 
windows of Kanturk Castle Co., Cork, Ireland, have 
been turned a quarter of the way round without 
affecting the transoms or sills. 

The altar inside is provided with gutters for the 
blood, but at present t he sacrifices seem limited to 
some unfortunate mouse caught in the corn bin, or at 
other times of a few simple flowers from the field. At 
timee, however, as we shall see hereafLer, blood can 
flow freely enough, 

There is a good view both up and down the valley 
from the adjacent high land. 

The view to the east of Kot Kandi across the river 
is not without interest, tho summit is about 8,000 feet, 
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but if seen from about a mile and a half up ' Bajara. 
Khud' it is better still, especially in the cold season, 
when the dark forests contrast so well with the more 
distant snowy heights of the Girault mountain 12,670. 
On the right end of t he ridge is the temple and village 
of Duynr above the limestone rock which ceases here ; 
below Kot Kandi are numerous large villages, and 
several rich lodes of copper, iron, and manga nese, never 
yet worked ; there is also good slate ; the jungle and 
grass on this hill looks, of course, red and parched up 
in winte1·, but is beautifully green after the rains; there 
is, however, a great want of water on account of the 
geological strata dipping do\vn in the opposite direction. 

Looking across is the H11.1·la Klmd, and 011 the other 
side of it the before-mentioned J amere ; there is a fair 
road up this khud, which abounds in copper ore from 
the Narole and other mines here ; there are also fine 
white marble slabs or tiles in abundance from the 

limestone shales. This khud leads up to K nsal 11,795, 
and is said to abound with game. 

The Beas Rivet· is fordable in several places about 
here according to the season, offering facilities for 
crossing to the other side ; during the heat and floods, 
however, some alter11.tion takes place in the position 
where the F errymen ply. 

We will now leave Baj ara. keeping on the rnad, 
as there is not much sport in the hills to the west, ot· 
left, unless y6u venture up to Koka.n, 8,520 feet, ancl 
its neighbouring forests, for pheasant and chikor, 
No shooting, however, is allowed laere out of season. 

Three 11 nd half miles frem Bajara to the left of the 
road is a small hut temple under ll. tree, interestiug 

c 
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so far only as being the deposit of numerous tombs or 
stones erected in memory of certain good and faithful 
wives who underwent Suttee with their beloved 11us
bands' corpses years ago ; there are mu.ny more at 
Nugger, but all are very inferior in execution to any 
carvings at the other temples like Bajara, which are 
of great merit both in artistic design as well as execu
tion. Some of the scroll work might do credit even 
in present days to a school of design : these, how
ever, aTe apparently chopt out of sand-stone by a. 
villag11 mason only, and usually represent the Rajah 
on horse, and as many figures below or above as were 
sacrificed at his death . There are no attempts at any 
inscription whatever. 

Farther on is the village of Shumshee, which is so 
poor that there is no roof over the temple altar in the 
middle of the road. 

---~-~-

In the river near l1e1·e gold is washed for at certain 
seasons, but the abundance of lu.rge rocks in the bed 
prevent the sand being reached, and makes the success 
very small. 

" It is stated that the people in the mountainous 
districts to the north adopt the following inaenious 
method of collecting gold dust in Lhe otherwi:e inac
cessible precipices and ravines :-

" Previous to driving their flocks and herds of goat:; 
and sheep out to graze daily, they covet· their feet with 
some gummy or other glutinous matter, especially 
between. the hoofs, and on their being collected in 
the evemng, wash it oil every one . d f . · an rom the du-t 
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eo collected they actually derive sowe little amount of 
gold dust collected from places where i t is impossible 
for human foot to climb. 

" These people, living on a little grain which their 
sheep carry for them in bags on their backs, and the 
milk of thefr herd for drink, traverse over vast moun
tainous regions of the Himalayas unexplored by any 
one else, and affording during the summer monLhs 
sufficient pasturage to supply their flocks : while the 
lower lands are parched up, unt il the returning sno'v 
compels t liem to descend to the freshly watered and 

more verdant plains. 

"This gold is, no doubt, produced by the disintegra
tion of aurifel'Ous veins in the rocks, which are for many 
months in tl1e year subjected to heavy avalanches of 
snow and 'pileous storms ;' a nd their little store of gold 
affords them some small ornament for the ears or noses 
of their females, or is kept as a last resource for time 
of want,-if such people ever can want, who find theit· 
meat, drink and cloth ing provided for them by their 
flocks, and a home in the mountain cave."''' 

There is usually a ferry at work over the river about 
here. Q 

Opposite here is the entrance to the ParbuLti, which 
is reached by crossing a.t this ferry : and the high 
mountain to the north of i t is Bij li, on the summit of 
which, 8,070 foet high, is a temple to the goddess of 
lightning. It is easily accessible from Sultanpur. 

• Vide Notes on the i\1iueral Wealth of India, hy .Tolin 
Calvert, .!!' . G. S. 
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After passing along a pleasant avenue of trees, a nd 
following the river bank, we cross the Maol Kt.ud i 
here immense blocks of copper lodes have been brought 

down from somewhere ages ago. Continuing al ong the 

river bed we begin lo ascend with the road high above 
i t , and after passing a spring of water under some large 
t rees, t.he road is cut in the solid sand-stone, and though 
precipitous and high above the r iver, is quite sa fe. 

From here may be seen the celebmted Sona-pani 
Glacier in La.houl, and two mountains 2 l and 22,000 feet 
high . 

N earer, aud looking very picturesque at the foot of the 
spur of. the facing mountain, is Sultanpur, the present 
capital of Kulu, and a place of some commerce every 
autumn. I t is also the residence of Rae Dhulep Sing, 

t he present Rae, who is a minor son of the late R ae 
Gyau Sing, who died from an accident in 1870. 

'fhe maidan south of the city h as a fme appearance 
and is kept free from buildings, or cul tivation for t.h~ 
especial convenience of the Devil Gods, Munders, J ug
gernauts, or Davies, of which it is said there are at 
least 150 in the valley: th e lands with which t hey are 
endowed forming no inconsiJeralile por tion of th e gross 
area under cultivation. 

l3efore reaching this we pass Rile Khud l~ th e left 
wliere high up a.r.e large lodes of copper ore croppin~ 
out from the projecting rock. 

Cootin_u ing the road, on eacl1 side of which are peach 
and. apricot trees in abundance, we pass over the 

Ma.1d1m, and in the left oul-of-the-way corner find the 
n est-house. 



r 

ITS BEAUTIES, ANTIQUITIES, ETC. 19 

Here, it is repol'ted, you may " get anything," that 
is, providecl you submit to the Assistant Commissioner's 
prices, which are most exorbitant, at least were so in 
1869-70. When the late Assistant Commissioner wns 
not residiug the natives were more ready and willing 
to let us have all we wanted at moderate charges, 
although the tariff both for labour and provisions has 
been raised unnecessarily. 

Opposite the Rest-house is the Tehseel, near 
which is a small garden " used to utilise the labour of 
the prisoners" by planting garlic and shucking peas for 
the Tehseel baboos. 

Those who have dogs must take care of them h ere, 
llS leopards abound. I witnessed a fight between two 
on the hill nt the back of the Rest-house, which lasted 
for nearly twenty minutes, when they lost fooling, and 
rolled down the mountnin and separated. 

At another time, our party consisted of two ladies 
and two gentlemen, we bad walked up the adjoining 

khud for more than a mile, and were close home, the 
dogs having lrns tened in advance for their evening 
meal, and the servants and weapons being all far in 
front, except one dog, who we s;nv quite close above 
the road fighting with an old brown leopard which I at 
first took for a small cow. 'Ihe dog was on his hind 
legs, and evidently had hold of the leopard by the ea t· 
or lip. On our shouting out, for we could do nothing 
else, the leopard climbed up the mountain, and the 
clog who seemed bereft of reason with fright, was found 
to ha.ve a longitudinal gash down his throat, no doubt 
cansed by the leopard's paw. He lived, however, io be 
effectually cha wed up the next fight, 
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Leopards commonly prowl about tbe city at nigbt 
for dogs and babies ; and it is not till t he natives !lave 
lost a cow or calf, which they value more than a baby 
I believe, that they will combine to attack them. 

The leopards, however, have a partiality for dogs, 
which are not safe in the verandah even at ni gh t . 

Near t he before-mentioned fruit garden will be seen 
a q_uantily of boulders placed in circles or kraals, ap· 
parontly for the protection of ca ttle at nigh t. H ere 
was encamped the army of R unjeet Sing when he came 
to claim black mail, but it is evident they existed and 
in that. form long before his time, as th e lichens with 
which they are covered would attest, and might h ave 
been erected and used by the Lnhoul people and others 
who seek this valley all the winter months, before 
there was accommodation in the bazaar to t he norLh 
of the town as now. 

There is, to the north of the Rest-house, and at the 
corner of the road leading up the khud, a block of 
sand-stone covered with a long inscription, which, could 
we decypher, might interest us much if not instruct. 
The round holes drilled in i t are, I presum e t o burn a 
wick in for light ; probably it may tell of ~ome nreat 
battle fought on that maidan ages ago. " 

Twice a year the maidan is covered with the 
Munders or Devil Gods, who come from all parts of 
Kulu and the adjacent counlry for three days' fail· or 
~~ast, and m~s.:er above an hundred, all accompanied by 
tum-tu~s, t rumpets, and shawms," some of wh 'ch 

a.re of solid silver in the sha.pe of the Jett S .. ~ 
e1· JOllllDg 
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TWELVE easy" marches," or about 115 miles North 
of Simla,- the celebra.ted and delightful Sanitarium of 
the privileged Indian Officials during the summer 
months, and in the same longitude 77" 22' East, is the 
capita.I and valley of Kulu or Kooloo, wherein are 
the sources of the" Blue Beas River" and its tributary 
sister the "Pa1·butti." 

Kulu Valley is noted for much beautiful scenery 
which even Cashmere cannot equal, and for variety it 
certainly bears the palm. 

There are several approaches or entrances to Kulu 
Vnlley, that by way of Kaogra and the" Bubu Pass," 
being the easiest as far as th~ road being wide and of 
gradual ascent, to which is added the convenience of 
rest-houses at every stage, those in Mundi territory 
being of a superior kind; but the Brit ish are almost 
always leaky, dirty, and badly attended. The Bubu 
Pass is over 10,000 feet high, and is impassable dm·
ing four months every winter on account of the snow 
and ice, in wh~ch case the tourist must enter by tho 
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Bajara Pass.* 7,000, to reach which he will have to go 
four marches round without the convenience of rest
houses, via Mundi, which place, however, is wo1·Lh 
altogether going a little out of the way to see. 

There is another entrance from the sout.h of the 
v~Uey, and as it is often ad~pted by tourists from 
Simla on their way to Cashmere, and seems rather a 
favourite route, we propose to follow that, and point 
out the easiest way of visiting the most interesting 
spots and objects in the valley and adjacent country. 

The following lines have no great pretensions other 
than forming a pleasant companion to the leisure 
hours of the tourist, and directing his steps to objects 
of interest, and might indeed have been a11owed to 
see no other light than the fire, had others, more com
petent, been less tardy in relating the i·esults of their 
visits and the places of interest in Kulu. In the 
absence of any other attempt at description, I may 
perhaps be permitted to offer the present one. 

Start.ing from Largi Rest-house, which is south of the 
' Saing' River, and north of the ' Chata,' we cross the 
river by a bridge, when it is not broken or carried 
away, by no means an unusual occunence, in which 
case-without intending a pun, divers expedients are 
ado~ted to ?ross man an~ beast, which, though accom
panied at times by some danger but more fright is 
seldom accompanied by worse results. ' 

• ~~is is not the nntivc name, but will be found the most 
fnm1ltar and convenient as the pass 1 d " . 
S •. II ea s to BaJurn " ome,~m~s ca ed "Jihir Poss" from the village of · . · 
Mundt side. Tl1e river which runs down t 'h . J1h1r ou the 
" Ruperari" by Moorcroft. 0 

' e Deas is called 
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When over, we are in 1 Vazeeri Rupi,' part of 
Kulu. That mountain above is called Punjal, and is 
6,097 feet above the level of the sea at the top. If 
you were to climb up here you would probably see the 
quarry of precious serpentine,''(: a lovely sea-green stone 
used for oraameuta.l purposes, and according to tradi
tion being eaten for liver compla.int. 

W e will, however, continue the road, leaving the ener
getic proprietor of the quarry above to make his fortune 
by it. 

On turning the corner we find the" Blue Beas" to onr 
left and are entering the Kulu Valley. At present i t 
has rather the appearance of a deep khud or ravine, 
but it soon opens on the view as we stop to light a 
cheroot under that pepul tree on the road. Below 
this some hundred feet is a spring of salt water, or 
"brine," that would supply all the country round with 
t hat necessary of life though deadly poison-salt.t By 
the evaporation of this liquid in large open t roughs 
or tn.nks, or by letting it run from a height over 
sprigs or bushes, the salt is precipitated and crys
tallized, and 'vater evaporated, the i·esult being table 
salt. Now we must move on as Government will not 
allow that to be worked without a duty of Rs. 3 
per maund, lest it should oppose the sale of their sn.lt, 
of which the Government keep t he monopoly,-a 

"' Also called " verd antique," " op hi to," " M:oona Marble,'' &c., 
being very common off the Lizard's in Cornwall. It is n Silioote 
of l\1ngnesin, whence Hs medicinal property. 

t Snit. " llook snit." " M uriate of Soda," a lnrgo doso of salt is 
said to kill.-Soo" Cooley." 



----

4 KULU: 

policy we condemn in the Maharajah of Cashmere but 
practise ourselves.* 

We must move on as the next rest-house is 13 miles 
from Largi. 

Now the valley begins to open, although this side is 
somewhat precipitous for a mile or two further. The 
other side is the territory of the Rajah of :Mundi, and 
that high mountain on the left is Tong, 9,060 feet high. 

The Rajah of Mundi is an independent prince, if a. 
prince can be called independent who pays Rs. 10,000 
a year to the Government, and has the privilege of a. 
British official residing with him not only to watch all 
he does, but all he does not do. I can, however, person
ally attest to his urbanity and attention to every one 
favouring bis capital with a visit, and I expect he is 
indebted for his considerate thoughtfulness to his late 
tutor and councillor Mr. Clarke, the loss of whose 
presence and advice he must much regret. But we 
shall have more to say of Mundi hereafter. 

Thia little village to the right is Dilasni, not so 
large a village I expect as it was 300 years ago, when 
the miners from the copper mines above used to bring 
all the copper here to smelt till that Devil " Choke 
Damp" frightened them all away. However, if you 
go up the adjoining khud you can pick up plenty of 
copper ore, which to the uninitiu.ted shows itself in 

• The ~ajah of 1\'lundi hns large so.lt quarries 30 miles from 
he~e. which supply all the vnlley, but pays no duty to the 
llr~t1sh Government, though it was lo.lely proposed he should. 
It 1s expected the duty will bo remitted olI this ns th l f · t 

Id I · · h • e sa e o i wou on Y lDJure t e sale of the M.undi salt wh' h · 
• ' IC IS very 
impure stuff, and poys no duty to tho British Government. 

' r ... ./\ \ 
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in the middle, so that the mouth-piece end packs iuto 
t he larger end when not iu use ; added to these is a 
species of "pibrock" with a cold, making, as Sidney 
Smith said of the St, P aul's organist, " a noise like a. 
whipt whining cur." 

Hour after hour this awful din continues until each 
god has paid his respects to the other village gods, 
and they separate into batches for the night in various 
parts of the maidan. 

It will be seen there is no figure to represent the 
god, being only head and shoulders, t he remainder 
bavi11g, according to tradition, been " destroyed." 

The construction of the "Davi" or Devil God is in 
this way. A kiod of ornamental chair is supported on 
four men's shoulders by long bamboos, the chair is 
covered with rich silk or shawls, usually of red color, 
wi th deep fringes of . silver or gold, and where t he 
back cushion is usually placed in our chairs are 
fixed from three to ten or more silver masks or faces 
of various sizes, according to the weal th of the vil. 
lage to whica it belongs, and the value of its landed 
endowments ; the masks have the eyes and features 
r udely painted on the silver, and do not do credit a t 
all to the silver-smiths of Kulu, who can turn out 
most excellent work, especially in the silver necklaces 
and tiaras for the women, and the blue enamel 
medals worn by almost every man. 

Below this chair, it must be noted, is a large recep
tacle or bag, bid by the ornamental valance or hangin gs 
in which the donations to the devil and the prog of 
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the priests and followers is carried. This is capacious 
as Robin Hood's wallet, that held the Bishop of Here· 
ford's " three hundred pounds ;" nor must we forget the 
bottle with a" wee drop" of native ' bang' made in 
Kulu from a common herb, which proves efficacious in 
" stealing away men's brains." 

At night each party bivouacs out, there being much 
feasting and more noise round a fire, the din gradually 
becomes less and the debauchery greater, being ouly 
comparable to a small " Barthelemy Fair." It is a. 
great pity this " re\igious meeting" could not be tl'ans
ferred for three da.ys t<>-Eirnter Hall. 

The Devil's avocations are not, however, limited lo 
these two great "Ma.lees." He must keep the 'walleL' 
full at any cost. If it rains too much, or don't raiu at 
all, he can find an excuse, and out the whole procession 
comes, climbing the mountain side, a.nd turning out 
the farmer's wife something in this way : "No ra.in !" 
who wonders aL it? You baJ. large Cl'Ops last ti mo, 
and never send Davi a bit of corn. Your sheep 
dropt plenty, but you never send the Devil one lamb. 
Now I want one i·upee eight annas. Ah! it's of no 
use your saying you have only a rupee in the world 
' ' I 11 soon turn up the pot underground with the money 

in it, I've spoken to the Devil, and he says it is such 
as you lbo.t keep the rain away. Speak again? 
well I will, but you must give me one of those new 
shawls for the cold weather and ten seers of fine 
flour, and Lhen I'll speak to the Devil for you about 
the weather." ~his is really the kind of thing that 
goes on, the villagers having tho greatest tenor of 
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Davi and the priests, and yet it is no more that 
Captain Marryat describes, and [ have heard preached 
by the illiterate Negros of the West Indies. "Aye, 
Mr. Butcher, you kill sheep twice a week, and neber 
send me one bit of libet·. Wha you tink you go to?" 

Tha\.t,J1ing you see on wheels is the car which carries 
theKulii Devil or Juggernaut about ou these occasions: 
but his holiness is not like the others, it is a gold box:, 
or a gold image iu a box:. I have only seen the latter, 
and when this was brought up the hill from the temple 
in the city, and deposited in this carriage, which is all 
covered with crimson and gold, the late Rae made 
bis obeisance to i t, and presented some gold mohurs. 
It was then surrounded by the attendants and priests, 
and dragged by a number of Kulu people all over the 
maidan, visiting the wealthy who were encamped in 

·handsome tents, and no doubt had to ' shell out the 
pecuniary gratification for the ever-hungl'y Davi, 
who with all his influence, as they believe, with the 
clerk of the weather, cannot always prevent a shower 
of rain putting the whole community, which may at 
times be estimated at 6,000 people, into one general 
saiwe qui peiit to get under shelter. 

The appearances of the several processions leaving 
on the last day is very picturesque, as they wind up 
the mountain sides in all directi·on, drums beating, flags 
flying, and heads aching if not hearts. 

The following account is from Fergusson's Pictur

esque Architecture of liindostan, page 25 :-

" The images of the gods (Jugganatb at Puri) are 
placed on a throne in the dark chamber under the great 

D 
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tower, where, of course, t hey are not visible to Euro· 
peans, bnt they are brought out once a year, when all 
the world may feast their eyes on their hideousness ; 

\ ;;--..., <~nd it would, perhaps, be difficult to imagine a scene 
' -$.which the ludicrous and absurd so completely ovel'· 

powers the sublimity that must always accompany 
an earnest act of adoration on the part of a hundred 
thousand human beings, who ai·e usually congregattJd 
there on these occasions . The image of J ugganath 
is a single block of wood, six feet in length and about 
the same in girth, formed into a. bust. As long as his 
progress is down the steps of the temple all goes on 
smoothly, but as the block is of some weight, it is no 
such easy matter to get him through the deep mud of the 
l evel street. To effect this the lower part of the image 
is always somewhat rounded, and the attendants swing 
him backwards and forwards till the oscillatory mo
tion is deemed sufficient, when those in front, who have 
hold on a rope which is tied round bis waist, give a 
pull, those behind a push, and his godship is thus 
hitched on a few yards, when there is a pause to n.llow 
the obomie-bearers to flap away the flies and the 
fan.bearers to cool the god after the exertion. Then 
another pull and a swing, a shove and a shout; and 
t11is is repeated a.gain and again, till he is dragged 
up the inclined plane into l1is car. His chest con
taining all his requisites for his journey, is

1 

then 
brought. forth (in size and appearance very like a mid
shipman's sea-cbest of the present day). In this are 
not only his clothes and food, but his hanc7s and -r t 

h' h h J ee ' 
'W ic e uses as we mortals do our bout!! d 1 . · ~ gM~ 
to be put on only when wan led. and :i.fter· be· 1 d · · 1ng was 1e 
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and dressed, he should of course proceed on his 
journey. '11he fates, however, were not propitious to 
the poor god, for the next morning bis car had only 
advanced few yards and stuck fast in the mud on tl1e I) 

spot where I sketched it on the following day.i- Tliatc~_,C\.c;)t.;, 1 
n ight it rnn up against a housP, a nd as there 11.fe 
no means of turning the car, they were obliged to 
pnll the Ttoii.~e down and pass over the ruins; and as, 
besides this the roads were heavy, the god was three 
days in reaching bis cou utry -house, the Goundicha. 
Nom', at the distance of half a mile from the temple. 

K ulu men are allowed more wives than one, and 
as the females do most of the field labour excopt plough
ing, the more wives a ma.n can provide for, the better 
he gets olf. At the same time -some women marry 
several husbands. When at Mann.Ii I was told of 
one who married three brothers, but the youngest 
soon destroyed himself from j ealousy. Certain it is 
that the ladies are more notorious for their fine 

:figures and faces than for their vi1'tue ; and more than 
one "officer on leave" has got a wigging for casting 
" sweet glances" at them by the late censor of mornls, 
the Assistant Commissioner of Kulu. 

The head-dre.;s of the 1vomen is very picturesque, and 
the En~l ish fashion may be supposed to have been 
copied from the manner in which they wear the liLtle 

round scarlet cap on the very front of their forehead 

over their eyes. 

On the occasion of one Mela. I was permi.Ued to take 
sketches of some of t hose whose dress I considered the 

most characteristic or picturesque, 
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The men are always spinning even as they travel 
a1ong the road, and their clothes are nicely made up 
by the women ; they wear a crimson or black woollen 
skull cap with a roll i·ound the head, and usually 
some straw ornament or flower on the left side. 

They make snow-shoes of slraw in a very ingenious 
way, and these are even preferred by Europeans when 
sporting on the snowy hills ; but strong stocking or 
socks must be worn with them. 

A good trade is done h ere at times, especially in the 
autumn, when the Yarkaudee merchants arrive with 
their goods to exchange for European. There is a great 
trade also in Borax, some of which is purified in the 
lower bazaar before being sent to the plains ; carpets, 
cburus, and even gold is brought from the plains beyond 
Lahoul, where there are as many as 30,000 persons 
employed at the diggings for six months in the year. 

The appearance of the Ya.rkandees and Lahoul 
people is not prepossessing, the lu.tter especially are 
most disgusting,-being filthy, dirty, and forward to 
i.mpudence, as well as drunken ; they hang about Kulu 
all the winter to the annoyance of every one and the 
danger of movable commodities. I found it was not 
safe to pass through them without a fail- shilaleh at 
hand, or even something more effective, and was once 
nea.rly pulled from my pony while crossing the Sultanpur 
~aidan by a dr.unken lot of Lahouls, who escaped for 
want of somethmg more than a fist to mark them \Vith. 

Leaving the Rest-house at Sultanpm· we proceed 
d~wn the road into the lower bazaar and bed of the 
river : here are some very fine Citron troes . and 'h . 

f h · ' • e view 
o t e bndges, as we near the river, is very pretty. 
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The ascent to the town is not quite so bad as the 
descent on the other side; the Post Office is in a hole in 
the entrance gate, aud the Post Master is obliged by 
vfrt1te of his offeco (?) to live up a ladder in the room 
above. 

No stamps a.re sold at the P ost Office, you must go 
to the Tehseel where, like myself on more occasions than 
one, you may Lave to wait for days before any one 
attends to sell them, or even to answer the door. I have 
known a tourist detained five days here before he 
could change a money-order. The Tebseel of Kulu 
comprises Kulu Prope1· and Vazeeri Rupi; contains 
46,000 inhabitants, 3,000 of which are·in Vazeeri Rupi, 
and 1,110 in the town of Sultanpur. 

The inhabitants a.re quiet and peaceable if not 
industrious ; like many other natives, however, the 
presence of the Commissioner incites them to litigation, 

which, but for the opportunity, t hey would not indulge 
in. The Kutcherry to them is like the law court or 

the whiskey shop to an Irishman, he cannot pass the 
one without having a " drop of potheen," and he is 
never happy nnle&s he has some law-suit on the tapis, 
especially about an inch of " land," for which it is 
notorious either of them would " sell his soul." 

There is a fa.fr school whose pupils learn cricket 
among other things; and in '69 there was an educational 
officer on R s. 800 per mensem resident in the valley to 

look after the pupils. 

A serai has lately been erected by Government with 
the aid of forced labor ! for the Yarkand people visiting 
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Kulu, but it is very unhealthy, being down in ~ com
plete swamp, whose deadly malaria carries off tbe 
s tray population every autumn after the rn.ins ; this 
might be drained at a trifling cost if tbe convicts were 
not so hard-worked at that garlic and green peas in the 
Tebseel garden. 

Sultanpur is 4,092 feet above sea level, Bijli 8,070, 
and those. high peaks over the river to the i·ight 
"Krincball" or Mila.oder Peak 11,443, and the furth er 
one, " Rumetu," 12,084. 

The large tree on tbe summit of the ridge opposite 
Sultanpur can be seen from K arowne ten miles up the 
Sivbarri River or But.u Khud, and on the opposite side 
from the Parbutti mountains and valley. 

The right bank or west side of the River Beas is the 
most agreeable to travel the next stage, the road being 
wide and good, and for the most part offering a plea
sant view, especially of the richly-wooded islands in the 
i·iver and the opposite bank. 

As we ascend the valley the idea of its once havin g 
been a great glacier or lake becomes more apparent 
and decided. 

Just as we are about to rise a second time from the 
edge of the river, and about six miles from Sultanpur, 
we see, peeping over the top of the hill on the left, the 
pre.tty cottage of Bundrole, built at great cost by a 
retired officer for bis residence ; the ascent is some
what steep, but those who have his acquaintance are 
a~ply compensated for the climb by the l1appine8s of 
his agreeable society. 
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There was a.bove bis house some height up a land
slip, of which the native tradition is as follows :-

An old woman came to the village that was there 
one evening two or tlu:ee years ago only, and demanded 
shelter for the night: this was, however, refused her, 
and she cursed the village, and went to the hut of a 
Dagi, or low caste man, in another villnge, a little lower 
dolVn the hill, who extended to her the hospitality 
she had in vain sought at the first village. On her 
asking for some milk the Dagi lamented that he had 
none to give her. The old woman then desired him to 
go and look in the stable, he did so, and there found a 
beautiful white cow that he had never seen before, 
and whose milk not only supplied the old woman, but 
also himself and his family,-a very unusual thing in 
this land of small and but little milk-giving cattle. 

In the morning the old woman and cow bad both dis
appeared, and the village above had been destroyed by 
a landslip, of which the site is still visible. The natives 
say this woman was the " Spirit of the Mountain." 

Three miles further up the river, the next house is 
seen above a small and young tea plantation, this is 
Rieson, the property of the same tea propl'ietor, 
General Sir Arthur Cunnynghame, whose success here 
is not better than at other places. The house is rather 
in a hole, and too much surrounded by paddy fields, or 
it would be a desirabfo spot. 

A little further on, and close on the road, is " Dobie 
House," and the camping ground opposite. This house 
i s usually let to some visitor every year. 
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Opposite is a bridge over the river leading to 
Nagger, but there is no Rest-house or accommodation 
other than space to pitch your tent there, and hardly 
tha.t, but for tourists not returning down the valley it 
is better to take this road to Nugger, and to camp at 
Juggetsookht, or even cross to Manali, but it is a long 
ma.rch,- bnt a much better road tha.n our present one 
along the river, where the view is confined. 

A few miles from Dobie are the hot springs, where is 
also a camping ground. These springs and baths 
are in great repute and use with the natives, but have 
a very foul smell, the waler never being emptied en
tirely out; however, many natives may use it in a day. 
The spring evidently emanates from the decomposition 
of sulphuret pyrites in the adjoining metamorphic rock. 
There are others at Ba.hist further on, which we shall 
refer to. 

The roa-0. now continues along the river banks shaded 
by numbei·less trees, but is neither too wide or too 
s~ooth. After passing a temporary bridge across, the 
river from J uggetsookbt runs into the Beas with great 
force and on to a. sloping bed, and the effect of the 
thickly-wooded bank and the foaming water rushing 
~own the r~cky bed is something really charming. It 
~s a ~eat pity Bourne and Shephard, when they were 
in this v.alley taking views, had no one to point out to 
them this and similar beauties ofNature to copy, where
a.s some of those they did photograph, are places of 
little or no beauty or interest . 

. We .still continue along this shady road by the river 
side, till a sudden rise brings you into the Deoda.r 
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forest of Mana.Ii, which is gradually yielding to t he 
axe of the Forest Department, as it did years a.go to 
that of the Sikhs. 

Here is a modest little Rest-house, which, however, 
is not available if the Assistant Commissioner is re
siding in the valley, for, though he has Nugger Castle, 
all the Rest-houses are claimed by him also for offices. 

Iu the fo1·est on the adjacent bill side, hid in a mass 
of huge Deodar pines, is the Temple of Dungree, of 
which I have made a. sketch on the occa-sion of a large 
festival and sacrifice in 1869, when a buffalo and l.'JO 
sheep and goats were sacrificed in front to the Davi or 
Juggernath, or Devil God. 

This building is almost entirely of Deodar timber, and 
is erected over a huge naturally proj ecting rock, which is 
often the case, but there is nothing insiJe worth seeing. 

The temple is said to be over six hundred years 
old, The front is elaborately _carved, but some of 

E 
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the subjects are so grossly indecent they could not bti 
copied. This filthy indecency n.nd many others are par~ 
ticularly protected by a special clause in the Penal Code 
that permits the public exhibition of statues, carving 
01· pictures of the most libidinous kind, provided they 
are connected with some religious temple or worship. 

The sacrifice in this instance took place und er the 
patronage of a European, but not an Englishman. 

The people having assembled from all parts of the 
valley and adjacent villages, drest in their handsomest 
tlresses and jewels, some of which are of no mean 
value. The headmen and priests assembled in front of 
the temple amid the shouts of the people, the bellowing 
of trumpets and horns, the shrill screach of the pipe, 
and the beating of drums and cymbals. 

Having cleared a half circle round the door, on the 
left of which sat our German patron; the priests sat 
down oa tl1e stone-paved ground and began chaunting 
a11d jabbering some invocation to the Devil God that 
I could not understand. To increase their excitement, 
a dish-always provided and carried before the God
was brought and fire put in it, on the fire a quantity 
of some wild herb was thrown which produced volumes 
of smoke, over 'vhich the performers held their heads 
till the blood came into their eyes and an intoxi
cated excitement overcame them. Suddenly they all 
let their long hair fall loose and shook it over their 
faces, and swung their beads round and round, giving 
them a. most demoniacal expression. Presently the buf. 
falo was brought up, and I left the place, and as I 
descended the hill 1 heard the repeated tlmcls of th~ 
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heavy cutlas and othet• weapons on the devoted 
buffalo, who was eventually " hacked to pieces;" 
t he shrieks of the females, compelled to look on, the 
11oise of druns and shouting was deafening, and I am 
told by a Eurasian who was there that he nearly fainted 
from the sickness at the sight before he could manage 
to extricate himself from the crowd, the whole place 
flowing with blood. 

At the Vindhyachal Fair, Mirzapore, " hundt·eds of 
goats and bullocks were sacrificed"- See Pione&1·, 28th 
Mcwch, 1871. In what wn.y has a Christian Govern
ment done its duty to len.ve these people in a state of 
semi-barbarism thus? 

.After t he sacrifice, the whole people removed further 
up the hill, wherfl, still under the delightful shade of 
the forest, they indulged in racing, wresLling, scram
bling, and jumping. 

The gay attire of the females, who sat on a raised 
dais or ampbitheatl'0 of stone- a sort of private or 
"dress circle,"-was nicely contrasted against. tho dark 
foliage of the trees behind, and the gay drapery and 
silver ornaments of the visiting Davis added to the 
brilliancy of the scene. At short distances in the more 
retired parts of the forest were placed the " Toddy" 
shops, for the sale of bang 01· other intoxicating 

liquors, and worse purposes. 

I was much struck with the head-dresses in parti

cular of some of the females and the good looks of 
the greater part, ho.d they not all suffered froru AO 

niuch exposure in the ail'. One old lacly I s;it behind 

; 
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was wrinkled like a tortoise, and seemed about eigbLy 
years of age, not having apparently a tooth in her 
head. On her loosening the silver pin of her shawl 
to accept some sweets offered her, you may imagine 
my surprise at seeing she was suckling a young baby' 
and at~her side her young married daughter, about 14, 

.._;,as doing the same natural office for her child. 

The boys enjoyed the spor t, but the girls could not 
be induced-to join in any, further than holding up 
their hands to catch any of the copper coins thrown 
for a scramble, and altogether generally the females 
shewed great modesty and sobriet.y during the day : 
but some were much puzzled to get their tipsy hus
bands safe home. The nights, I am told, were a 
scene of debauchery with those who stayed to "keep 

it up." All this took place within a short distance 
of the Assistant Commissioner's Camp. 

The carving round the balcony of the adjoining 
"Ranee's old palace" is amusing ; particularly one 
panel representing the Luchme Narayon. 

Luchme Na.rayon, aa avatar or incarnation ofVishnoo . . ' 
in :Vh1ch he descended to punish one of the kings of 
Ra.Jasthan. The king defied Vishnoo's power, and 
was about to put bis own son to death for remonstrat
ing, when Visbnoo appeared as Luchme Narayon in 
the form of a t iger out of one of the pillars of the 
palace and cha.wed up the impious king.* 

The village of Manali is higher up north at the 
mouth of tbe khud where are the ruins of the old fort, 

• [~ole.-.n is ~ith ~uch regret I fiitd I am unable ~o set my 
drawmgq pnnled m tb15 country.l 

, 
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destroyed probably during the first inva~ion of Kulu 
some tivo hundred and seventy years ago, at least so 
the late Rae J yan Sing told me. This, and the fort 
at Bajaura, and t11e old Tehseel and garden at Sul tan
pur, and some three thousand acres of the best land in 
Kulu, are the property of General Sir Arthur Cunnyng
h ame, t.;,.'l'\!~ ~DJ\'" t i."l.·e.'\' S \M '.' \\.\.uU,L T e.c... t ~ l C\lti _ 

Continuing on this pleasant ride still in the forest 
we cross the bridge over Manali Khud, and in a shor t 
time will be observed and for some time-high up 
on the perpendicular mountains to the right- several 
beautiful water-falls that ever and anon disappea1· in 
a crevice to start for th lower down with increased 
volume and more foaming spray. 

The next stage is to Rolla, but there' is a rest-fiouse 
at Pulchan, which is not, however, a desi'rable resLing 

place- the flies being as bad as a pestilence from the 

number of L n.houl sheep and goats that encamp here 

on lheir way up and down the valley. 

H ere a nd u.t Mauali ice can be bad wiLh ease, and 
with the wild strawberries make delicious ices. 

The immense number of granite and gneis boulders 
h ere excite attention, and the fine specimens of black 
tourmalins in some of them, they are much water. 

worn, and some of immense dimensions. There is a 
magnificent forest up a khud which joins the Sahari 
Khud at Pulchan, where one would suspect these stones 
to have come from, yet, strange Lo say, the hills abovo 

are all of a differeut " formation." 
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Over this river is Solang I.be most nort.bcrly village iu 
Kulu. In the forest near here was a. Deodar tree 150 
feet long and 18 feet girtb. . 

Here also are much iron pyrites reported to Govern
ment as gold, and the ruin of many a one who h-i~ve 
resigned all his certain prospects in life for a. heap of 
glittering rubbish and want ! ! 

The villa.ge over the river opposite the Rest-house 
is Pulchan, but the other just over the bridge is 
' Rewa.' Just beyond this village, where I.he road is 
cut in the solid rock, is an excavation used as the last 
habitation in Kul11, on the highway, and one that the 
a.uthorities should suppress, being the lowest kind of 
grog shop where the passing Labo_ulies are enticed to 
drink to excess, and I have seen them when leaving, 
within an inch of being precipitated down the perpen
dicular precipice below, there being no wall or fonce to 
save them, and I was told more than one had met tho 
fate of being dashed to pieces in the torrent below. 

Crossing the bridge at Pulchau' 've commence a 
short, but the best stage for scenery in Kulu, bet.ween 
this and Rolla, the rock over the bridge is remark
able for the zig-zag appearance of its stratification, 
which is the same all over it from top to bottom. 
After reaching the top or level of this road, there is 
at a_ am~U distance a very interesting gorge or mere 
crev1~ m the rock below, in which all the water of 
the river passes ; and further on the water-falls and 
scenery are admired by all. 

Near here, of course are the sources of the Beas 
River. ' 
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Rotang Mountain is 15,206 feet above. sea level. 

The ascent of Rotang Pass 13,330 is tedious but not 
difficult, but many tourists go no further, though many 

..,, others continue on that way to Casl1mere. It was 
crossing ·here, and re-crossing the same day, that 
affected Lord Bi1L~ 'i..:n to his death. 

His Lordship had to pass over t.he river to Kokser 
in a basket suspended on a rope of twigs, since then a 
timber bridge has been built, which is certainly far 
better, bad as it is. 

There is a road from the Rotang Pass to Spiti and 
Chigri on the east, along the Chundra. Valley, but as it 
is out of repair we ·will propose returning, anless Lhat 
desolate count1·y La.hon!, which you see before you, 
t empts you to pass over. 

We will therefore retrnce our steps to Pulchan for 
the night and enjoy some ice-creams, and contem
plate how these miles of large boulders were deposit

ed here, and from where they came. 

That large Glacier over the river in front of the Pass 

is the " Sona-pani." 

I previously made an enquiring allusion to the sugges
tion of this valley having atone time been a large glacier 
like those on the sur rounding mountains, and as the 
climate has altered, which has evidently been the case, 

t he ice has melted into a lake of water .':.: In this state 
it must have received that deep deposit of boulders 

$1 'fravellers now alive remember lakes iu the mountains here 
no1V dried up. 
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which ca.n be seen more than two hundred feet deep 
from Bajara. upwards as far as Ma.nali, but how Ot' 

where these boulders came from,-a.ll of hard rocks 
worn round as we are apt to say by attrition-is a. 
question that has puzzled many, who content them
selves with the remark " they were deposited during 
" the glacial pe'riod" - a period supposed by some 
to have marked the close of the la.st ' tertiary age' 
previous to the creation of Historic Man. The forces 
that must have been employed for ages to grind these 
masses of the hardest rocks into their rounded shapes 
were something far more powerful and of longer en
durance than the mere journey from the top of a 
modern glacier. For instance, see the rocks up the 
Shigri Glacier, some lying on the surface of the ice 
not far from the top, which is not far from 20,000 feet 
high, are already round, but the masses that are 
now day by day descending in that enormous 
stream of ice, which is over two hundred feet thick 
and a mile or more across,- these are not round, 
but the greatest portion of them as square or 
sharp as when they separated from their parent 
mountain. That the strea.m of ice continues iu motion 
I proved by ca1·efv.l obse1'vation, but there seemed n o 
motion in any portion of such glacier- on which I 
spent many hours on severnl occasions- to account for 
the great attrition necessary to produce such rounding 
results. Even in the case of the rocks decomposing, 
they ~sua.lly do so according to their sedimentary 
~epos1t ~r fo~ma.tion, even granite will decompose more 
m one direction than another, especially as the climate 
or conditions affect the potass in the component parts, 
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t he feldspar and the mica. Besides huge rounded 
boulders of gneis are met with at the top of Hamta 
Pass above the clayslate and sandstone, with which 
they have no affinity or connection, and ma.y be found 
on the summits of still higher mountains close by. 
That they have been ejected from volcanoes is a 
favourite theory, but in theory we do not find the 
ejections from volcanoes to be rounded rocks, but 
rather the reverse, sharp-pointed fragments of all 
shapes and sizes, except lavas, &c. ; but gneis boulders 
could not have been ejected in a lava or smolten state, 
and still retain the 01-iginal stratification of its in
gredients. Besides there are immense masses of meta 
morphic rocks scattered about, which a.re still harder 
of texture, and though they seem to have been affected 
by the like corrosion to a certain degree, are seldom 
seen so round. 

To those who have seen the moon through the most 
powerful telescopes in the world, it is apparent that 
the surface of that luminary is covered with them of 
all sizes, as was, in all probability, this world, when 
in a similar condition at the epoch of the second day's 
creation. 

There can be little doubt in my opinion tba.t the 
water or ice, or both, were confined, in distant ages, 
close to La.rgi at the bottom of the valley, if not as well 
as Jhini, from whence the waters may have overrun into 
the lower lake, the bottom of which appears to be a 
conglomerate of various Jimestones similar to thai 
which form the upper part of the rocks ~djacent. On 
bursting of these bunas the floods have actually cut a 

F 
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river through this conglomerate more than a hundred 
and fifty feet deep below Badool in Bilan Koti, near 
tho new Bridge or Fen-y, and in the upper part th1·ough 
the boulders and loose conglomerate seen on either 
side a.11 up the valley. 

That the climate has altered in comparatively 
modern times is plain, as snow is never known to 
lie now in nullahs which bear the marks of being 
worn by destructive glaciers and torrents tha.t ca.rrieJ. 
enormous blocks of stone before them with the 
greatest ease. 

We now propose to retrace our steps to Manali at 
least, but if we can-to cross over to Bahist to the hot 
springs and baths. If not, we must cross at Mana.Ii 
and return to them. There is space at Bahist to 
camp out, and ladies sometimes indulge in a few days' 
bathing here, but as they are, to a certain degree, 
sulphur springs, no one should use them without 
medical advice,'* the heat of the water is 120, but is 
cooler in the centre of the bath which is of stone, and 
when I visited them they were clean, and could Le 
enclosed pdvate. 

The road was but in bad condition at that time but 
the distance is small. ' 

. There are plenty of bears about Ma.nali in the day 
time, they come for the fruit, especially those blue 

. • The theory of these springs is, that the water accumulating 
1u subterranean caverns becomes heated by th d · . 
Sul h t f 1 e ecompos1t1on of 

P nre 0 ron, and is forced up by the con t 
-the stum. sequeu J>ressure of 
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plumbs; there are also leopards at night. In the hills 
are chikor and the famous Mina! pheasant, as well as 
others. 

To gentlemen who have time, a trip to the Hamt.1. 
Pass will amply repay, especially in July and August, 
when they can witness a sight of flowel's unequalled 
anywhere, though very fine on the Rotang Pass. 

From Manali crossing the Beas by the bridge below·, 
the village of Prini is about two miles, the ascent is 
by a zig-za.g road through the forest on the spur of 
a bill between two khuds, one of which to the left is 
the Raini Khud, the other on the right is of minor 
importance, called the Phari Khud. 

There is a temple under some large Banyan trees 
half way up, which I regret I did not examine, but 
the remainder of the road leads you first into one 
khud and then into the other, till the village at the 
top is reached, and this is called Ham ta; this is near 
the top or rather the level, and is the last habitable 
place in this direction on account of the winter snow 
Just above, the tra.veller is delighted to find a de
licious spring of water, and I could suggest any liberal 
person who goes t hat way, may immortalize himself 
by erecting a roof over the same and be blast by every 
passer-by. 

The ascent now ceases; there is no more climbin g, 
and you may progress easily on horse or foot, for the 
rnad is good to Cheeken ten miles or 16ss-but you 
must turn round and look, before the valley of Kulu is 
hid from your view. Notice how each delta, or 
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junction of the tributary streams on either side of the 
Beas, is thick with trees, the seeds brought down from 
t ho kbuds and here propagated ; the whole valley to 
Sultanpur is here exhibited in one fair view that is 
delightful to behold. 

Now we enter forests of immense pine trees, and 
see the gorgeous blaze of numberless flowers that cover 
the ground for miles, as if we were entering some 
fairy gardens. 

What a site for a residence, and a park, but six 
months' snow render it uninhabitable. 

Here I feel my ignorance, but the botanist would 
revel amid the numberless indigenous flowers of every 
hue, the sunflower, the balsam, alike six feet high 

or more, and a thousand others each vieing with the 
other to be the tallest and the loveliest.'"' 

The river is out of sight if not hearing low down in 
the khud, on the North side of which the proud rock 
stands erect for miles, as if guardian of the privacy 
of this lovely valley. 

Once or twice small streams are crossed by bridges. 

At the upper part of the valley are the birch trees, 
from the bark of which is separated the papyrus used 
so much a~out this part for paper and packing, and 
by the ancients and some isolated people for books and 
writing ; this is never found lower than 5,000 feet 
above the sea. 

* Sunflower, which is indigenous here is ~ 'h . 
· l · ' .. oru colleotrng as y1e J mg 15 per cent. of oil and 15 cwt of seed 
· · per acre Wal ut 

yields 50 per cent. poppy, 48 tobacco, 34 per cent of '-1 do 11 
grow here. · 01 , an a 
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Now a long narrow bridge or plank crosses the 
Raini stream, and we come upon that pretty water. 
fall at Cheeken, and the large loose rocks that form 
the only shelter to the poor passing shepherds, who 
bring their flocks this way to pasture during the hot 
weather between this and the Mountains of Spiti. 

And here the fuel is cut to smelt the ores from the 
Shigri Mines in Ohundra Valley. 

You can either camp here or three miles further on, 
but this is decidedly the best place if the grouncl is 
cleared. 

Now we have to pass that jumble of rocks called by 
me "the Gorge," where the rush <h' water between and 
over the enormous blocks of detached stone would 
make a splendid photograph or painting. On account 
of the shade covering the stream here the ice is never 
entirely melted, but the water finds its way through 
underneath. 

The footpath is but indifferent here for horses, 
which should in fact be left here, or sent to Prini, 
for several reasons. 

Here you must collect fuel for the rest of your trip 
and provisions for all who accompany you, as nothing 
but milk and occasionally a goat or sheep, can be 
obLained, till you get to Spiti, and for that you must 
give notice some time before at Jugget Sookbt or to 
the Assistant Commissioner at Nugger Castle. 

The distant view of " snowy peak pillar" and the 
peaks above the Hamta Pass are seen from here to 
great advantage. 
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The upper Raini Valley contains much to interest, 
and in several places the remains of the winter glaciers 
may be seen occasionally, with large rocks resting on 
the top of the unmelted mass of ice and gravel brought 
down from above, aud still twenty or thirty feet thick, 
at times may be seen one large boulder mounted on 
a pillar of ice, which is gradually getting smaller and 
smaller as the mid-day sun shines on it, while on its 
summit a mass of smaller stones, and gravel shew 
when imbedded in the glacier now melted, the water 
carried a debris over its top. 

H ere may be found some valuable gems, if you 
know where to seek them, and are provided with pro
per tools,- and patience,- to cut them out of their 
stone matrix. 

I have found Sapphires there worth Rs. 2,500 each, 
besides other gems. 

It is best to ascend the H amta. Pase 14,800 as early 
as you can, as the approaches are less wet and the 
ice, if any, on the upper part less soft. The shingle 
and small streams of water are not favourable to boots 
of any but the thickest kind, but it requires no very 
great exertion to reach the summit. It is advisable 
to have a guide with you and at times holding on, for 
I have seen one or two unexpected descents to the 
bottom in a rapid slicie on the back after having spent 
~alf an hour in getting up. The sheep and goat t rack 
is the safest, and if you should meet a flock, always 
let them pass first, for they run with such det · d . ermme 
force, espec1all! if loaded, that you are easily carried 
off your legs if you come in contact wit.h them. 
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Here I would advise the tourist about to ascend a 
height not to take spirits, a few cocoa nibs are the 
finest things for the breath, and are habitually used 
by the South Americans aud Mexicans when climbing 
any considerable steep. On the summit, previous to 
descending, a peg may not do harm.* 

The view froru the top of the " Hamta Pass" down 
the Hamta Valley, and of the "Kazaling" Glacier 
and snowy peaks in Lahoul, is surpassing grand, and 
repays one the little exertion, for it is of easy ascent 
this way compared with the other side, which is a stiff 
pull from the Chundrn River, now far below what can 
Lo seen in the distance. Here you have "all the world 
Lefore you" and a great deal below you. Bourne and 
Sheppard have a splendid photograph of this wild scene, 
No. 1445. 

To the left, but at present out of sight, are two very 
steep glaciers of ice, at least I never heard of them 

• Tkc Coca.-This is a very remarkable plant in its effec ts upon 
the human constitution. Tile natives in several parts of Peru 
chew its leaves ns .Europeans do tobacco, particularly iu tho 
Mining districts, when at work in the mines or travelling; and 
such is the sustenance that they derive from them, that they 
frequently take no food for four or five days. 

I have often been assured by them that, while thoy have a goocl 
supply of Coca, they feol neither hunger, t hirst, or fa.tii:ue; nud, 
without impairiog their health, they onn remain eight to ten days 
and nights without sleep. 

'l'he leaves are almost insipid ; but when a small quantity of 
lime is mixed with Lhom, they havo an agreeable sweet taste. ~'he 
natives gonern.lly carry with them a leather pouch of Coca and 
a small calabash holding lime, or the nshos o[ the molle, to mix 
with them, 
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being entirely melted-down which occasionally large 
rocks slide or roll with wonderful celerity, and it is 
well to keep one's eye looking up as you pass them, and 
dig your boots and alpine stock well in at every step. 

The second time I passed, I preferred to do so 
by going down to the bed of the river : and this is 
the path that yaks and ponies take, especially wheu 
ascending. 

The road then comes very easy for some distance, 
and there a.re places where you can camp out or get 
temporary shelter under the rocks, as the " Guddees'' 
do while pasturing their sheep. 

A.t last you begin to descend rapidly, and have to 
cross a frail bridge over a deep torrent to the right 
bank of the sLTeam, and a continued descent brings 
you in half an hour to Chutr:l-another camping place 
among the rocks ; there is, however, room for a tent 
among the beds of flowers that blaze a violet blue. I 
found no other color here. 

The Chundra River is now at your feet, and IJahoul 
as near as you desire that part to be. 

, This is the usual camping place; and now we are 
"beyond the rainy season," they say it nevel' rains 
here, if not I will be bound it snowa occasionally. 

From here to Shigri is a day's good march, but there 
ar.e resting grounds about four miles, and at · Futta 
Rme on this side of the Burra Shigri River another 
over the Shigri River, and a fourth three mile~ further 
at the Shigri Mines on this side the great Shigri 
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Gln.cier . It is well to note these places, which n.re 
known to the men a nd guides. 

Soon after leaving Cbutra you descend to the banks 
of the river, but ascend again to cross the stream that 
comes from the molting of tbe " glacier" above, and 
the higher you ascend to cross, the easier you get over, 
and the nea.rer view you get of the interesting mass 
of ice above. 

You then proceed a.long the bed of the river for some 

distance, g radually turning to the right up the bed of 
another torrent from the" Sackcbum-Glacier," which 
fortunately is easily passed by a. natural bridge of the 
rocks, amongst which the mtter rnshes wit h great 
fury from a lurge glacier above ; on ascending the 
opposite bank you may contemplate the gigautic blocks 
of stone that lie tumbled a.bout a.a if they bad been 
mc•re logs of wood. 

Ou the summits of the largest of these you will 
usually see small stones 01· flags of ra.g placed by the 
first natives who have passed in the season, though I 
ca11 imagine that some of these relics endure t he eftecls 
of u. winter's snow ''(ithout being removed. 

Here is a lovely little maidan to camp on, nice 
wnter, and prett.y flo wers worth taking back. 

I never saw much shooting in this valley, indeed a 
place so devoid of vegetation and so truly lonely, one 
seldom sees in any country, as these few miles, but 
t here is something a wfully grand as you look back on 
tho Ham la Pass frow here. 

G 
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From here we again descend to the river bed, but if a 
l'Oad could,-and I am convinced it is possible, be made 
a moderate way up the side of the hill, the very worst 
part of the journey would be escaped, for the clam
bering ove1· the loose boulders and rocks may be, and 
evidently is, easy enough for goats, sheep and yaks, 
but for bipeds keeps one's feet and legs in consider
able jeopardy, to say nothing of one's head,- and tail. 
I shall never forget my pony clattering over and in 
between them so much to the distress of his shins, that 
h e asked not to be brought again. 

A.t last you reach Futta Rine, which is distin guished 
by only one or two very large stones over 20 feet bigb, 
"'hich form a natural kitchen, and are useful as a 
shelter. If you camp here you can get to the mines in 
about three hours easily. 

But if you do not mean to stay at the mines, but 
cross the great glacier, try and get on-or anyho'v 
let the crossin g the glacier be the first task of a day, 
as it is an awful" grin(l.'~ 

On the left of Fut ta Rine the mountains in Lahoul 
have a most grotesque appearance. On tli e right or 
facing is the Buna Sbigri River and khud. 'l'he usual 
bridge two frail planks, but by saudin g the soles of the 
[eet you get a good and safe footing across. And here 
we ~re in " Sbigri" camping ground, but its no use 
s~ayrng-move on, and in two hours we are at another 
li~tle grass plot surrounded with huge bouldt!rs, and a 
nice fiat table alone in the centre H ere we mak d · ea gran 
stand and take a hearty breakfast, but look all round-
and aL the map. On calling for my pony here one 
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clay I was greatly astonished at seeing the syce and 
him emeq~e from a deep hole :unoug the closely 
adjacenc rocks, where I found he h ad roomy quarters, 
and almost enough for two. 

It had been known for many ye:ns, and especially by 
t ile natives that travelled this way, tha~ large lumps of 
antimony were found on and nen.r the road fur the1· on 
and about here, but t he actual lode from whence these 
were carried periodically by the winter's ice and snow 
bad never been ascer tained . 

To discover this was the object of my journey, and 
accompanied only by a few na tives to cany my ca.mp, 
I started on wbat my friends called a "wild-goose 
chase." With pick and gad and a few drills I sea rched 
t.he steep mountain side for some time in vain, but 
experience in such work, aud t he determination to take 
root on the spot ra ther than not succeed, prevented 
even a thought of failure, and insured success. 

R aving enlis~ecl a herd of Lahoul people, we as
cended the hill the fi rs t day without morn success than 
collecting a large quantity of loose pieces of ore, some 
of which were too large for om· combined fo rces to 
move till broken up by sledge ha mmers. Next day 
higher up I found indications, which eventually led me 
to the ex:posed face of a lode of solid ore from ten to 
fif~een feet wide. This I soon opened, and every 
" kilter" was rapidly filled, and as much again over 
and over thrown down hill to tl10 road, where it was 
collected, the refuse being abandoned and only the pure 
~res taken away,«i namely, the stibnite or sulphuret 

* '.l'hcre is nnother lode I am sure, but moro to Lile EasL and 
J.iigh tl )J, 
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of antimony and the red :1lld yellow ores. Tbis when 
reduced to Regul'U$ can be shipped home fo1; .£32 per 
ton including every cost, and sells tbere for £76 to 80 
per ton ; after eighteen months' delay the Government 
granted me a .lease on very liberal terms, and I hope, 
by means of capitalists at home, to commence workiug 
these mines very shortly.~ 

To any adventurous shikaree, who desires to immor
talize himself, there is a cnpilal opportunity afforded 
by finding a path from Burra. Shigri or Futta Rine to 
the Mala.una. Khud and on to the " Holy city of 
1\fonikarn." This could only be done, I expect, about 
August and SeptElmber, or even October. It does not 
look inviting, but it is said that some Guddees have 
clone the road once, and if the pasturage would tempt 
them, surely the ibex and other game should tempt 
the Engl ish sportsman. 

There is not much to be said i·cspecting the road 
further ou to Chota Shigri, Kansam Pass, and Spiti. 
After crossing the glacier which occupies two or three 
bours' jumping and climbing-the road is, with one or 
two exceptions, easier than the one we have come · and , 
the top of Kansam Pass is a large level covered with 
thousand s of mementos raised by travellers that have 
passed, some of which must have cost much time and 
labour to have built up. The natives consider this 
practice as in some way merito1·ious, 

°VAZEEnI ltUPI M INES. 

• Estimated cost of raising, smelting, and shipp
0

inr• to 
100 tons of Uegulus " 

?fAutimony inulud-} Selliog 11rice} 
m g every e.11peuse- £.t 000 in London ro7 POO 
say £ 10 ' "" ,o 

London 

J>rofit 
£3,GOO. 
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Bourne and Sheppard's views iu this part of the 
world are very fine, and I regret I cannot attach 
copies of all these photographs to these pages that 
relate to the spot. 

W e will now presume we have returned to Cheekeu 
a nd to P1-ioi, where we do not haH, but trot on to 
J ugget Sookbt, a mile or two further. 

'l'here is a neat bungalow here· belonging to General 
Cuunynghame, but iu t his case there is no tea, plantation. 

A fine large elm tree shades the camping ground, 
which is very small for tents. 

At one side of the camping ground is a small Hindu 
temple of carved stone in a very perfect condition, of 
which I have made a sketch. There is t he peculiarity 
about it before mentioned, that the mass of carving in 
front, which is all in one piece of stone, has been 
shifted about ten inch£-s to the left without further in
jury to the temple, which is in no wise out of plumb, 
or the level. 

Another larger wooden temple seems to have been 
Luilt on the ruins of an older stone one, aud numerous 
altars and blocks of richly carved stone are found all 
round.* The site of the bungalow (which is private 
and never let, or seldom used) is that of an old fort, 
or temple. Every year the natives ascend to the top 
step, which th ey worship or venerate. There were a 

• Moorcroft mentions the invasion of Kulu as havini: been 
undertaken by the grandfather of Sandsar Chand, and atLributes 
the domolitiou and injuries to the temples, especially at lfajaura, 
t u bi~ soldiers. 'l'bis must have bceu long priul' to Ruojoet Sing'~ 
ruiq_s. (See Moorcroft., p. 170.) 
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few carved stones up there also, but lbey have been 
either broken up or built into walls and ou\.-bouses, 

as may be seen. 

There is another small temple in the village with 
the Davi enthroned inside, but it has no unusua.l 
interest. 

Down the khud, and over the bridge, puts us on 
the road to N ugger Castle. This is now the residence 
of the Assistant Commissioner. Moorcroft states this 
was once the capital of Kulu under another name. 

It would be interesting to know the facts bow this 
ancient pala-ce and fort got into the hands of private 
persons. Government have, however, lately insisted 
on purchasing it for the Assistant Commissioner's 
residence at his request, at which no "Naboth" dare 
complain.* 

From its elevated position, and what we see of the 
ancient part, this building must originally ba.ve had 
a very imposing effect, but its glories have long since 
departed; the first floor bas been cut away to make the 
ground floor big her I and huge SaSh WindOWS placed in 
the whole height of the two rooms, and a species of 
Jacob's ladder erected outside, exposed to all weathers, 
forms the mea.ns of access to the upper floor to prevent 
the necessity of using the original rather imposing 
entrance and stairs, which one would have thought 
would answer every purpose ; but a \Vretched Vandalism 
that no one could expect in General Cunnyngbame's 
property, bas converted the whole native palace a.nd fort 

• 'J:b.ere is a small t~a. garden at a tlistnnce. 
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into a nondescript half tea warehouse, hnlf bunga

low, half st.able, t he cattle being kept in the Zeuano. 

at the top. 

The view from Nugger is very fine, and at a li ttle 
distance on t he hill below, are t he stones erected to the 
women of the R ujahs who suffered Sut tee at their 
decease. 

If we j udge from the stones the wives were numerous, 

a nd indeed the family, as there arn over an hundred, 

but no inscriptions on any of them. 

From Nugger there is a path u p to Malaum:, and by 
wny of Kashole to Manikarn, but it is very precipitous, 
and few persons attempt it , The1·e is a copper and 
a lead mine there, but never worked, t hough tbe lead is 
rich in silver. The people of l\falauna do not speak 
the sn.me fangua ge as the Kulu people, or any ot hers 
in India., and it is a question of interest where t hey 

could have or iginally come from. Their village is so 

isola tec1,-thcy seldom communica te wilh th e olher 
pru:t or Valley of K ulu, but live almost entirely t o 
themselves. 

Our best road now is to rE:Lurn by crossing the i·iver 
to Dobie, and i t is only a " long" march (13 miles) 
lo S ultanpur. From hero we can ascen d to Bijli, and 

down th e oth er side to Chamaun, and next day along 

Parbutti Valley ; b ut it will be better, if we are return· 
ing by the Bubu Pass to K angra or Cashmere herenfter, 

to go from Sultanpur to Sbumshee, crossing Lhe river 

t here by F orry to Buin camping grou nd. H ere we 

uga.in cnt,er " Vazeeri Rnpi." 
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There is a path over Sultanpur bridges and along 
the side of Bijli, but it is not a good one to ride .. 0 .r 
even walk ; it brings you to Jia at the foot of B1} h , 
from whence you cross the new bridge to the camprng 
ground at Buin. 

Few Europeans have ever been in the village of 
Buin, but the campiDg ground under the trees on the 
river side is very delightful, except for the noise of the 
rushing stream. 

The mountain a.bove Kot Kandi, is very rich in 
mineral, principally copper, which shews in numerous 
places, as also mangaue.se and iron, and on the olhet· 
side Sulphur is found. 

Previous to turning the corner of the Parbutti River, 
on the right hand of the road and a little above the 
foot of tbe bill, may be distinctly seen a huge mass 
of a copper-lode covered with the brilliant greeu ex
udation-which ordinarily follows loDg exposure of 
rocks containing copper ore. 

I have seen such stains a mile long in South Africa.. 
Although copper may be found in several places up tb e 
mountain side, yet there can be no doubt, on comparing 
them, this piece of rock came from a huge lode big l1 

up over the top of that mountain at th e back of the 
village of Saond, but by what means it got into its pre
sent position is a problem indeed, as no volcanic 
action lias been at work there to have hurled it such 
a distance over the ridge ; had it merely been removeu 
down a slope we could have imagined the ice and 
~now to have ~een the means, as we cn,n see every day 
m the mountains above during the snow. 
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The village at the foot of Bijli Mountain across the 
P ttrbutti River, to the left, is J ia, the former capital of 
Kulu ; it was here the remains of the late Rae were 
brought for cremation. At one time there was an inter
esting temple there, but I hear the last stone 1vas lately 
used to build a new bridge with here. The scenery 
from the turn of the road round this corner is very 
picturesque, and the road has been greatly improved 
of late. On reaching the highest part the road is covered 
with very fine specimens of ripple-marked, altered sand
stone, almost purely white. Some distance further the 
road nears the stream, where some large rocks are in 
the centre. One of these fell only three years ago 
from the higher part of the mountain above south, 
making fearful devastation in its course, canying 
~way the entire road it fell on. 

At the corner is rather a cl'anky bit of road cut in 
the solid rock, and not a desirable -place to ride over, as 
well as very awkward for a heavy dholie. The road is 
better when you get to the bridge over the Chiol Khud. 
Up here, again, the copper shews very strong, but has 
never been mined or worked on : and further 011, near 
Ba.rogi Village, the mountn.in is said to be n.ll rock:
salt. The road up the khud is ru.ther rough n.nd not at 
all tempting 

The road now begins to ascencl .a very steep incline, 
but on the top it is bette1,. : fro11.:1 either place you can 
gee the winding road in advance cut into the solid 
rock, and over-hanging at the distant comer "lEl have to 
pass round shortly after, you have to step over anothel' 
coppel' lode which shews out in the road and below. 

lI 
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The road now becomes narrow for a little, but quite 
safe, being cut in the perpendicular rock, though some 
people fear to look down upon the foaming strea.01 
rnsbiug far below. There is something very iuteres~
ing in those pretty farm-houses on the other side: their 
very isolation seems to have a charm, yet it must be a 
climb to get at them or away from tliem, and tho 
happy owner must have learnt to concentrate all his 
wants into the few necessaries be can obtn.in there 
without going daily to " the bazaar." 

We no\v reach a cool and welcome spring and shady 
t rees. This place is called Gula Pu.oi, and though the water 
i:i good, tho place is always filthy from the cattle watering 
there. In the hill above is a lead and silver vein, 
which no doubt, if t raced, would prove larger further 011 . 

A little further on, round the corner, and the worst 
part of the i·oad, is one of the pret~iest sights in all 
Kulu: on a. projecting ridge of clay-slate stand the 
old Fort of .Chong on the south side, many hundred 
feet nearly perpendicular above the bed of the stream ; 
but the other side is a gradual cultivated slope. 
n must be about 2,000 feet above the river, and will 
be seen in a. different height a mile or two further on. 
Above the village of Chong, which bas a nice camping 
ground, but is n bad pla.ce for supplies, is the richest 
silver mine in the valley, near Chitra.ni. It was built 
up t.o hide it from the Sikhs, and bns not yet been re. 
worked. Copper is also reporled hl!ro in its native 
sla.te,-not as a sulphuret. 

The .houses in the foTcst, with their red roofs, look 
-very p1cturesque, and the 1·idge on which the old foi·t 
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sta.uds will be seen to run up the whole side of t he 

valley, a.nd is very disLinctly seen from the opposite 
side. 

From here the la.rge t ree on the opposite ridge can 
be seen a.gain as a. land.mark. 

The road fur ther on, after one little bad piece, is 
very good, and you cnu ca.uter along a few miles with 
comfor t, but don't forget to turn round to look a.t 
Chong from the different positions. A sudden turn on 
t he bared clu.y-slate rock brings you to • R amun· 
kotc,' where is a neat-cut temple, and fountain of beau· 
tiJ'ul water; the road beyond is disgustingly narrow 
through wa lls of loose atone t ill a sudden turn briog;i 
you to the top of a steep descent. This in wet weather 
is dangerously slippery ; the adjacent woods abound 
with game, especially partridge and chikor. Another 
turn to t he r ight br ings you into Shatghur, the 
wa.ter from which is of excellent purity a.nd clear. 

noss, t hat every stone in i ts bed ca.n be distinctly secu 
aL all Limes. H ere also arc more lodes of copper hit.her· 
to unworked. Crossing the bridge the new road leads 
up a. steep, a.fte1· which a mile of level road leads to :t 
uice spring under some shady trees, where ti.Bin is 
acc<'ptable. The rocks here arc worthy of observatiou, 
and Lhere is no hiding tha t serious-looking flight of 
steps in Lhe solid rock by which you ha.ve to ascend 

over two hundred feet. 

This pinky white or peachy colored metamorphic 
santl-slone is very crysla.lline, and is similar to t l1e 
celebrated Kansas slor.e, of which Lhe Americ11ns mnko 
t heir noted whel-sLones, which sell a.La great price. 
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At the summit the road betters again, and an easy 
ride brings us to a sharp corner; before turning this, 
let us step a few paces to the left under the tree on 
this projecting point. What a lovely sight is here ! 
Over the river on tbe left is tbe village of Choki, and 
at the back the entrance of the Maln.uno. Khud, ap· 
proacbable by a bridge far below. On the right among 
the clump of walnut trees is Jerri, the camping ground 
being under tbe trees. Above are immense forests, 
which supply the railways with sleepers by the thou
sands ; the trees are felled and cut into lengths here, 
each log over 9 feet, with the date of the year it was 
felled ; these are all slid down the mountain side iato 
the river, where they take their chance till they rellCh 
the wide but shallow water of Nadoun, where they 
are stopt and placed in the Government depot ; but a 
large number are stolen, they say, in their transit down 
to there. The villages to the right are Mateara, Bubar, 
and others above the Kano1· Khud, where the silver 
mines ine, a.nd up the valley we see part of our road to 
the holy hot springs at Manikarn. 

At Jeni you get supplies and bearers~ if heeded, 
Manikarn being the next stage. 

The road from Jerri for about a. mile abounds in 
mineral veins-silver, lead, and copper having been dug 
out in many places. On reaching Ka.nor Khud, about 
a. mile down, there are many old workings about the 
bed of the river, but the rich silver mines are up this 
khud; here was the only mine which the natives dis· 
closed ~o the Sikhs when they occupied Lhe country, 
and which they blew up the entrance to on leaving. 



ITS BEAUTIES1 ANTIQUITIES1 ETC. 59 

Some of the ore from this mine is said to have pro
duced 1 in 16 parts of silver. 

What was taken out by myself 'from the rubbish at 
the entrance was kindly assayed by Dr. Oldham, and 
produced " 99 ounces of silver, a large percentage of 
coppor1 and some gold." 

So entirely has the existence of silver in this country 
been forgotten that we find the follo1Ving in Cunnyng-
harne's Ladak = " The sands of the Indus have long 
been celebrated for the production of gold." Pliny 
says = " Fe1'tilisfru szmt auri Dardro1" and this is the 
case to the present day, for the sands of the Indus in 
the Da.rdre country are said to be more prolific tha.n 
those of any part of the river, Lib. vi., c. 19. TJ1e con
dusion of the passage is curious and suggestive " Setce 
vero argenti," that is, the country of the Da.rdce pro
duced most gold, but that of the Setce most silver. 

"As we In1ow"-remarks Major Cunnynghame1 

(p. 232.) " that silve1' is notfomzd i?z I ndia; the Satre 
can be no other than the seths or bankers, in who3e 
hands the wealth of India has been for ages." 

Sqrely Major 0. must ha.ve heard of Vazeeri Rupi, 
" the silver country of the Vazeers,'' in Kulu covering 
677 miles, and aboundiug in silver ores ; for such 
an auth?rity to say the1·e is 1io silver in India is 
astonishing. 

When ascending this khud some distance np my foot 
slipped, and to save myself from falling into the stream 
I seized t.he root of a fig-tree growing in the perpondi
cula1· rock clo11e at hand, where the soil gave way, and 
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with the porLion of the root came out, to my n,maze· 
ment, a large lode of rich silver lead as thick as my leg. 

e • -,en.o h• 

This led to f;ther discoveries of other rich veins, 

~. There is also a lode of " native ~o~)~.';,.r:.'.... ~p Lllis. 
khud, Indeed the number of veins and md1cattonS of 
mineral wealth about here is beyond credence, n.nJ 
dn.ys and days mn.y be spent in the discovery and 
collecting specimens : but this is not permitted. 

The view from the miners' camp, on the spur of the 
hill, amply repays for the ascent, especially the village 
of Choki and the Krunchall Mountain we saw from 
Sultanpur at the other side. 

Below the road and further on are dozens more lodes 
and indication of copper and silver, lead, &c. On turn· 
ing up to the right a peculiar formation diverts the 
i·oad-a sEp of decomposed clay-slate spoils the road, 
and we descend over the steps of metamorphic sand· 
stone down towards the bed of the river. H ere u. 

large amount of timber has been cut, but the w<l.ter 
is too shallow to carry it down. Iu the quarLzose 
rock about here, and indeed for miles on, is much 
emerald-green oxide of chrome, which looks very 
beautiful, but is hard to detach ; also micaceous irou, 
which has been mistaken for black lead. The road 
continues very picturesque till we come to K asole, up 
which khua is another mine, and here we cross the 
"Parbutti" by a long wooden bridge. 

I once passed this bridge and looked back fol' a 
friend who was travelling with me, but for some time 
could not see anything of him. After I hnd got some 
di.stance I turned back and saw him crossina the 

0 

' -
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bridge on ltis ltaruls a1'cl k11ees,-his long beard ha nging 

down gave him more tho appearance of a goat than a 
huma n being. A few days' chaff soon cured him of his 
feat's, however, a nd he now crosses on his feet only. 
About three miles brin"'s us to Manikarn, the very 

. 0 

stink of which is considered sacred, and " one j ourney 
here in a life ensures admittance to H eaven." 

There is a temple at Manikarn said to be 1,800 years 
old, whern the debris from t he mountain above and 
othet· causes have rnised the Jund around it so much 
that the na tives fancy the temple ha.s sunk from its 
extreme age-like many of the cathedra.ls in England, 
especially Yo1·kminster. The digging of nuruborless 
graves round had so raised the church-yard many feet, 
that the Miuster seems to have sunk, and it is quite 
common to see them entered by steps down. 

The house of one of the headmen lately built there, 
is the prettiest specimen of Kulu building extant, every 

stone is " dressed," and is said to have been dug froru , 
the ruin of an ancient temple there, and t ho carving 
of the wood-work is really most commendable. 

The boiling water rises from the ground, or in some 
places gushes out from a crevice in the metamorphic 
rocks which rise perpendicular ma ny hundred feet 
above, as in the Andes, while the hot puddles a nd re

fuse streams astonish the incautious dog who " puts 
his foot in it." 

Beyond Ma.nikarn, about t h1·ee miles n.t Uchieol.J, are 
the celebrated Manikarn "Silver Mines," and again 
at Pulga-which is almost as far ns any Eu!'open.n lrn.s 
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gone in that almost uninhabited land, but there is no 
i-eason why there should not be boundless sources of 
wealth further west. 

I 
One of the ManikltJ:!l.~SS is ~a~~· another is 

principally arsenical pyrites. Dr. Stolitska. gives a.n 
uninviting description of his visit to one of them, 
being let down by a rope round bis waist, &c. It 
seems a wonder to me the learned geologist should 
have taken so"much pa.ins to see this, and yet to have 
literally walked over a dozen others, and never noted 
them. 

There are one or two stone-baths at Manikarn 
supplied with the " native liquor ;" and, judging from 
the appearance of the many who enter after their 
pilgrimage of many weeks' travel, I should say it was 
rather a desideratum. But there is no means of changing 
the water, and the smell became so very strto11g that I 
packed. up my ores from the mine, and. was rather glad 

, to leave Manikarn, especially as the head.man assmed. 
me I was " certain to go to heaven now" for having 
'Visited the Holy Baths- which is rather consolatory, 
considering the many opportunities I have had of 
breaking my neck. 

" According to the Legend, the Goddess Parbati 
having laid. her jewels upon the bank whilst she was 
bathing with Maha.deva. in the river, her ear-rings_ 
(Manikamika) were stolen and canied off to Pata.la, 
the regions below the earth, by the serpent Seeha. 

" At the probable consequences of the Maha.deva.'s 
wrnth the Goda discoverad the thief, and urgently 
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pressed the Naga, to restoru tbe plunckr. Sesha refused, 
claiming the ear-r ings ns his own proper ty, but as he 
snorted with indigua.tion the subject of dispute issued 
from his nostrils, in which it had been concealed, and 
flew back to the Goddess. 

" Through t he openings ma.de by its passage to the 
s urface of the ear th, boiled water has ever since con
tinued to flow." 

The way back from Manikarn. can be varied by 
going to J erri again, and down the steps to Shntghut·; 
but after crossing the bridge, keep t ho bank of the 
l'iver instead of going up t he slippery hill. .After 
passing some moro m jncrg,1 lg d ps in.tha.tocks, continue 
down t ho st1·ea.m,-the r oad beiug all comparatively 
level, till you come out below tho foot of Chong, where 
t here is another of t hose picturesque bridges. The 
road now is a continual rise for some hours of 4,000 
feet . There is a ve1·y small resting ground nt Chamoun, 
from whence you get a Leau tiful view of Chong Fort 
a nd all the road we passed going up t he P arbutti. 

F rom Chamoun the road is partly t hrough a forest, 
where if i t be wet the clay is i uconceivably inconvenient 
to climb : and, whatever the inclination may be, the 
p robability is you will leave one boot behind. There 
is another shorter road, under that large tree at t he 
summit, instead of going up to B ij li, bu t the Bijli is 

the easier route, and can be done on horse most if 
not all of the way. On the summit of Bijli there is a 
temple to the goddess of lightning, and ponds of watc1· 
to supply the cattle. The view up t ho Mao! Kh ud and 

r 
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down the Kulu Valley, and all the mountain round, 
amply repays for any exertion in reaching the top. 

The descent is easy, the road being safe all the way 
and the distance from Chamouu to Sultanpur about 
five hours' walk, this finds us again at Sultanpur R est
house. 

The route back by the Bubu Pass, although entailing 
a long cl imb the second day, is neve1·theless a favourit.e 
trip, the scenery being more than interesting all the 
way to the plains, and the roa.d beyoBd R:angra in 
particular' a good cart-road ; there is also the con. 
venience of rest-houses at every stage.* 

The first stage up the Sultanpur Khud, for I k 
no other name for it, is a most agreeable walk th now 

. " . all th ·rr h' h , e road bemg 1air e way to .u.arowne, w ic I mea. 
. sured 

as bemg 6,384 feet, or about 2,300 above Sul tan 
There is a. large slate quarry over the rive1· about tbPur. 

·1 'f ree xn1 ea up, 1 you can call it slate from bein,.,. 
l d b so com mon y use throughout the valley to " slate" h • 

' t b · · . ousea 1 e111g a garnet1ferous strongly mlcaceous sch· ' 
ist. 

The Rest-house at Karowne is pleasant · f • 
• l Ill l'e • 

from 1t may be seen the stone to,ver of " R:ot Pair, 
th B. ·1· · E:as · •• on e 1J 1 ridge, lihich is not visible frorn S 810 

ultanpur, 

,. The river is callocl tho " Sivbnrr:y," 
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n.nd the largo tree boforc mentioned a.s being so con

spicuous. 

This is the last British rest-house ; t here is also a 
very neat native semi below it. 

Leu.ving this we follow the stream and continue 
gradually to rise, soon getting into un eternal zig-zag 
a mong the fine forest of trees which prove n grateful 
sbn.de ; while the ferns, which are in abundance and 
g reat varioty, begin now to be conspicuous all the way. 

The cutting at the top is always wet, there being a 
fine spring of water which, however, damages the road 
seriously ; there is also a fine peachy " flukan" lode 
which is assuredly metallic below-I should say copper. 

lf the weather is fine, the view from the summit is 
ry grand on both sides, but you may wait for hours 

:: get a glimpse th1·ough the flitting clouds, that seem 
detetllliued ~o drone~ you t~rou~h, or hasten you down 
the other e1de, which, be1~g. m ~undi territory, is 

ei·all.Y in a very bad cond1t1on, bemg cut up by tho 
gen 
atrei:uns from above. 

'l'be descent ia rough and tedious, and i t sooms a 
t pity a tunnel was not cut some two thousand 

,.,rea. h d" . 
t> below the pass, and so muc istance and labor 
feet 
sa.\'ed· 

d\\'anee is the next stage, and a. nice bungu.low it 
J31l gh supplies Me usually scarce here, The house 

· thOU up f .. , 
JS1 b 1.·u you turu rom t he prec1pi.ous 

11ot e seen i . . . 
c:llll d d tho corner, its pos1t1on is then found d o.n roun . l . . 
tOll> d" plendid yjeW lllC Ud1ug two miles of 

J.)la.n iug a s 
cOJ.)l 
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the next road gradually ascending the other side ; the 
slate on this bungalow was all brought from near 
Pahmpore I am told. I was very glad to spend a few 
days here, especially as there had been heavy i·ains, 
and the road was very much d.imagcd indeed,-nearly 
impassable. This is probably the worst bit in the 
whole journey, in some pla.ces the roai\ bas entirely 
slipt down, leaving but six inches, and the rock above 
overhanging. We managed, howover, dholie, and 
horse and all, to get over it safe, and soon reached th~ 
cutting or pass at the top of th e opposite l'ise,-thc 
rock being a decomposed black slate. 

The road then becomes wide and pretty level, but 
i ncessantly winding in and out ; there is a. fine view 
also, if not cloudy, as you jog along under the shady 
trees ; the rock is mostly gneis decomposed and sand
stone shale, the mountains being very steep, and the 
forests of timbers all useless for want of carriage. 

Suddenly, but by no means too soon, Jitingree comas 
in sight : this is rather a damp uncomfortable house, 
and was lately much out of rnpair. I found it 5,997 
feet above sea level, and thero is a very fine view from 
here of the lower country. 

There is a path from the back of this place that leads 
to Mundi, a.nd is used by those going to Kulu via 
~ajara Khud, where the Bubu is closed by snow, which 
1s the case from November to March. 

From here the descent becomes sudden a.nd con
tinuous for some time, winding through the forest, 
when you emerge on a. more level road that still winds 

,_ 
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in and out round Liie spurs of the mountains, crossing 
s ~rca.ms which have no bridges, and are sometimes de~ 

The first one, which is just past the village of 
" Oamel," surprises you by the pink color of the water, 
which is caused by its running from a mine of salt 
in a decomposed calcareous sandstone. This mine is 
not at prnsent worked, the rubbish having accumulated 
so extensively, but there are other similar salt mines 
in Mundi that. bring the Rajah several lacs of rupees 
revenue annually. 

A little further on there is another torrent to cross, 
but not salt. It is much to be r·egrettcd this and 
several others a1·e not bridged, being at times danger
ous to ford. 

We now pass over a gentle rise whereon is an old 
small Hindu temple, and on t he right hand we get a 
sight of Harnbagh, a bungalow presented by tho 
Uajah of Mundi to his former tutor Mr. Clarke, 
but not at present occupied. Another small stren.m 
is forded, but we have yet still another, the bridge 
over which has been carried away and a rope and 
basket has been i·igged up for the dak runner, in 
case the river is in flood, for one man has already 
been drowned trying to pass. There are usua.lly 
extra. men there waiting to earn a few pice, and 
we put the dholie on the men's heads, but tho 
water is up to their armpits, and the horse must 
swim. This is not always the case, but there is no 
place on the whole route where a bridge is more re. 
quired, and by diverting the l'OaCl a littlo Iowel' down 
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the stream, plank or two would effect a crossing both 
short and safe-on rising up the incline we now see 
the nice Rest-house at Dhailoo. This is a n ew and 
comfortable bungalow in a. delightful spot, and ofieriug 
a grand view of theKangra Valley. Above the bunga
low are the remains of a large Fort and P alace, which 
is only approachable from the other !lide. It is callod 
Curunpore, and is said to have been the residence of 
the ancient Rajahs of Mundi, " being 1,700 years old." 
Here was also the original capital of :Mundi tenitory 
till removed to the more retired place where it is no\V. 
The ruin is very interesting, but so overgrown with 
jungle inside, that I found it impossible to get ove1· it 

even to take a ground plan. 

Here I bad the misfortune to break my thermomoter , 
so could not ascertain the height we were at . 

Next journey we pa.as through the tea. plantation 
belonging to the Rajah of Muudi. W e pass also 
several old cas tles, some of very great extent , but they 
are out of the road, though I have no doubt well worth 
examination, as they are all constructed in a. superior 
manner to anything erected in our days. It is plain 
there was no P. W. D. in the days they were built. 

From the top of a hill, which commands a view of 
all the valley of Kangra, we descend rapidly to the in
teresting village of Bijnath. Here are some ela
borately carved old H indu teipples, and actually a 
post office ! The village is in a dense mass of vegetation, 
and is muddy and damp. Monkeys cong1·cgate in 
hundreds, and seem much interested in tho arrival of 
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strangers. The Rest-house is C:lpacious, but badly 
buil t nnd worse ca.red for. The view of t he river be. 
low and t he mountains above would make a good 
pbotogra.pb. Down t he steep bank a nd over a good 
stone bridge, we soon get on t he plains and pass 
t hrough repeated tea plantations on the long spurs of 

. the hill, a.nd during rainy weather the descent of these 
repeated ridges is almost dangerous, the soil being a. 

greasy red clay. A small but inconvenient stream, which 
is not bridged, runs across the approach to Palumpore. 
Palumporeisin fact a nice street on the spur of a hill, the 
Rajah ofMundi has built a school there, and the Govern
ment a. good Duk Bungalow; there is a common bazaar 
and the beginning of a stone church of superior" cabinet
maker's gothic." The European inhabitants being 
limited to two or three families of tea planters at a. 
distance, the Chaplain from Dhurumsal:t will attend 
occasionally to perform service. There is a fair held 
here every November, which, but for some c-roquet play

ing, is said to be a failure, the ground undulates all 

rnund, and is covered with fir trees, under which the 
Yarkandees and others visiting the fair can camp. There 
are a. few shawl weavers in the bazaar, but it appeared 
to me the place was a failure in spite of all the Go· 
vernment propping up. 

In t he fi rst place it is too near Dhurumsala. or Kan· 
gra to make a new place of business or pleasure of, 

especially as it has not the advantage they have of a 

cart-road to the plains, nor has it any market to 
offer in exchange for the commodities of the north. 

It lacks sadly a large maidan like Kulu, and its ap· 

proaches want improving and bridging. If the roads 
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were bettered, bridges built, and ridges tunnol'ed, Kulu 
would be a. much better ma.rket than Pu.lumpore. 

To Dhurumsa.la is a double stage, there being no 
rest-house finished yet at Dadb, which is about half 
way or more. 

Dburumsala is a very scattered and certainly a hi ll 
sfation, for the post office and church a.re miles apart 
from each other, and the Dfllc Bungalow, which is, or 
I hope only was, the most dilapidnted, dirty, leaky, 
smelling place I have yet seen in India under the 
name, is several miles from both. 

The C9mmissioncr's house is 9,205 feet above sea 
level, 3,106 feet above the Dak Bungalow. 

To Kangra, which is worth looking at, especially tho 
splendid old fort, and on to the plains, is a route scarcely 
worth describing, being so well known ; the road is 
good all the way for horses, ~mels, carts or almost a 
buggy, but by dholie you may be a.t Hoshoarpore in 
a few hours, and two hours and a. half after in the 
train for Calcutta or Lahore. 

Mr. G. Barnes in his settlement report says of 
Ka.ngra Valley : ".I know no spot in the Himalayas 
which for l:eauty or grandeur can compete with the 
Kangra Vt~lley: and these overshadowing hills. 

"No scenery presents such sublime and delightful 
contrasts. Below lies the plain, a picture of rural love
liness and repose. The surface is covered with the 
1·ichest cultivation, irrigated by streams which descend 
from perennial enows1 and interspersed with home-
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steads buried in the midst of groves and fruit trees. 
Turning from this SCt'ne of peaceful beauty the stern 
and majestic hills confront us. 

" Their sides nre furrowed with precipitous wnter· 
courses, forests of oak clothe their flanks, and higher 
np give place to gloomy and funeral pines. Above 
a ll are wn.stes of snow, on pyramidal masses of granite 
too perpcndiculn.r for the snow to rest upon." To this 
Major Paske, in his fate memora.ndum, adds- " Beau

tiful as is the Kangra Valley, thus so well described, 
i t is even surpassed by the loveliness of the scenery 
in the Kooloo Valley, one of tho sub-divisions of the 
district." 

J. CALVE.RT, 

Vazeeri Rupi. 

Why one official calls it Kooloo, and the Post Office, 

and other officials Ki£li£, I can't say, but incline to 
the former. 

The productions of Kulu a.re, Indian corn, wheat, 
barley, peas, beans, rapeseed, millet, cotton, tobacco, 
great quantities of which are exported, poppy, opium, 
( this pays no duty), endless varieties of rice and very 
fine potatoes ; there is some tea, but the "agent" in
formed me that it does not succeed in Kulu, and his 
attention is now directed to purchasing up every bit 
of land he can for his employers, who already have t he 
entire monopoly to themselves, and renting i t out to 
the natives for half the crops. ·whether his employers 
know it or not, it is a certain fact, that their i11jliience and 
his exertions have succcedccl in securing the monopoly, 

K 
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and preventing any E uropean, but one, from acq_uiriu g 
land or settling in the Valley, as he has boasted of it to 

me, there ca.n be no secret in the matter! 

Fruit abounds in Kulu, the wu.lnul.s being very 
fine ; apricots and peaches grow on the roadside for 
miles, but are uncultivated, and always plucked and 
eaten long before they arc ripe. Green peas, straw· 
berries, artichokes, cauliflowers, &c., thrive luxuriantly ; 
grapes, if properly attended to, would be especiu.lly fine. 
Citrons and limes grow wild; and any plant introduced 
there seems thankfully to thrive. 

B.ear and leopard skins may be bad nt Sultanpur, but 
there is sometimes a great trouble to get a sight of 
them, and they remain Jockec1 up in an out-house by 
dozens until they are eui irely eaten up by vermiu. 

The Minerals found in Kulu are numerous, and 
comprise ttie following: -

Gold. The ores of silver, lead, copper, and iron in 
abundirnce. Bismuth, manganese, and t in. There is 
also antimony, but not in so large a lode tis at Shigri 
in Lahoul. 

Rock-crystal, Tourmaline Kyani te, Hornblende, Green 
Oxide of Chrome, MicaceouR irnn, Carbonate of iro11, 
or Siderose, Mispikel or Arsenical pyrites, Pyrolusite, 
Galena, Stibnite, Kermesite, or Red antimo11y (n. very 
rare mineral). Cervantite, Carbonate of lime, Blende, 
Copper pyl'itcs, Sulphate of copper or Blue-stone, 
Carlionate of Baryla, Felspar, Mica, Serpentine, 

sbestus, Salt, Limestones, Garnets, Sapphires, Rubies, 
ulphur, Oypi:.um. 
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Tho rocks comprise a coa.rse Fclspttthic gueis, Meta
morphic sandstones, Clayslate, Sandstone shales, Lime
stone rocks of great variety, Limestone conglomerates 
and Micaceous sandstones, shales, schists, and slates. 

The Mine in Shigri is Iea.sed for twenty ycnrs from 
Government; the mineral rights of Vnzeeri Ru pi do not 
belong to Government, but are private property. It is 
proposed to raise a company to work the whole. 

RouTES to and from KuLu. 

The direct route to Kulu via Jullundcr is as follow~. 
Jullundat· to H oshearpore ie best done by horde 
«harrie the disttmce is 20 miles, and it occupies two 
b , 

hours. 

At H oshearpore you can l:ty a P:Llkio Di1k on to 

Ka.ngra or Dhurumsala. 

T n ll STA.OBS AilE :-

1 H oshcnrpore 15} ll iles. ~o 
2 Gugrato ... 13 " 0 

3 l'unv:iiu ... 15 to 
4 Voyra.h ... 10 to 
5 Jt:rnelnl:ih ... 11 to 
G K nogr:i. ... 12 to 
7 Dhururn~nl:i 19 to 
8 l 'alumporo 10 ,, to 
!) Byjo:ith ... 10 ,, to 

IO J>hailoo ••. J 2 to 
11 J itingrco ... 15 ,, to 
12 lludwnocc ... 12 ,. to 
13 K nrowno ... 10 ,, to 

Gugmto 11iii Nari Pa.,., 
l'unvaio. 
Dcyrah over river. 
ll anotalah-bad Rcst-houso, 
Kcurgm . 
Dhurumsala. 
Pnlumpore 11i1i DndlJ. 
llyjnatb. 
Dhailoo. 
Jiliogree. 
Tludwa11ee. 
Knrowoe 11id 
Sult:mpur, Kulu. 

The first six stages are easily done in a day a.nu 

night by pnlkee. 

Bearers cnn be had at any of tho above s fagrs, nil of 

which have Dak Bungalows. 
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Kulu is also 10 dages north of Simlft, and is oflen 
made part of the route from Simla to Kashmir, but 
t here are only a few rest-houses between Simla and 
Kulu at present, but tho road is good for horses. 

TnE STAGES A.RE THE FOLLOWING;-

1 Siml:i. ... 12 Miles to Fnsu. 
2 F ugu ... 8 " to Theog. 
3 'l'heog ... JO 

" 
to N nrkundal!. 

4 Nnrkundah JG 
" 

to Dilachco (" n l!ard grind" ) 
!} Dilnchco 8 " to Choie 
G Choie ... 11 ,, to Kote 
7 Ko to ... 12 

" to J erhee 
8 .l erheo 8 ,, to Plach- Rcst-Ilouso. 

.,.1~ Pinch ::: 12 ,, to Lnrgi ,, ,. 
LnrBi .. . 13 " to Dnjaura in Kulu • 

)l -1 

Tm~ TRAVELL1m's LAST "REST-IlousE." 
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