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REPORT 
O"i 'rill: 

AD.M[NL . .TH1\'l'IO T OF THE TA~IP · DEPART~IENT 

PC~J A H AND 1'1'8 DEPl1~NDENCTE8, 

For the year 1884-85. 

1. ~l"" ·'nr oF Hr;r.gn·r~ .\~11 On \rtr:~:~.-'l'ltt• pr·p;-;crihcu Rtatistic5 of 
the working of the ~tamp Dcpal'tnHnt in Pach Di::;tt·id of thf' Pt·1winrc Ht't! 
('ontaitwd in tht• two tables anuexed, ci::.-

. fJIIIf'lldir A.- 'ltl}wing receipt-::, ch;u':.{C', and other· ptrticular . .:;; 

.1ppr•ncli,· ft.- 'h,>wing collection>~ and halance8 of ~t:unp duty in pauper· 
:-nib. 

f gi\'c hclow the usnal summary of the priucipal head" of r~·ceipt ancl ch;u·go 
Cot• the past two years:-

{ 

t-ialo of StampR 
ltt•t'OVl'ries in pauper suit' 
M isccllnrwou!l 

( Snlo ,f St IIIIJ~-' •• 

').! 
1 

} ~tnrnp tlutil:' takeu iu ra"'h 
~, (1:'\·· lllll CJAI. t I) It" Cllll ll'~ . 

)li ~cllnncon.; . 

l ~:~:\";,.11~ 2:~1.\~,iH! H ;~, 

+ ll,:l(l:,! 
~,!!!lti 7;!.ii ~.nsq 

1,1 ·17 l,t.-,o1 + 
.------:---

.. ,, 

' ., ... • q s•:u· ', ·s 8"-1 o ~-·-v-~~._+ __ n,_o !I 

I o, lO,:i.iti !1,..,5,!l:HI - !.! l,li!i~ 
1:!,1~ JO,:J!l!l 1,7:!!'1 
1a,oo:1 to,2-i8 - :!,7.1;; 

I .-,iii .t-!'16 so 

ll'O,;i~ Io,Oi,07i _-_!.!_!l,_Hili 

Tuwl Het'eiph 

CHAI!•H.:'. 

·>·> s•: l''n '''3 u·· n··> >o 1'"'-. /-''_•>,_~~ t.J• I .),, •>-:~-_-_:.._,_'I 

J l'lllt"IAJ, 

· .... 

{ 

Di~cuunt un :-ah•,., 
Ht•fuwl~ 
Pmcc.-.s-sl'r\;.n g-B'~tabl i ~hmon b 
Misl'l'llanpou..; . 
Offit·l· of HtlJWrintcndcnr of , 'tamps 

Puujah (shan• of) 

l f> ,._,•nunt Oil "ll!e..: 
R(•furul:-; 
jf i .. ct·llaneou" 

t
• Offici' of Supprintcndpnt of Stam1;~ 

Puujah (><hare of) . .. ... 

'I'otal Uhargc~< 

:Xr:T RE \'Jo:XIJE . 

J urlicia I 
Non-J udicia l 

32,s.;:3 
• 21 ,tiO!l 
1,78,5 M 

;; ' 1:36 

6,808 
-----

2,4.),29·i 

3~,81.7 
H,li::i8 
2,.)21 

2,9381 _, 
.)0,964 

-----
2,%,258 

I 
21 ,o r.,.s 72 
!1,85,299 

32,fl3o + 83 
22,15 l. + ;i f;j 

1,80,587 + l,O!l!l 
4,50.J. 8 1~ 

7,4·111 + l.i!J3 

2,47,7121--:2,418 

37 8 t .J.I 
' 

l,03::J 
6,768 + 110 
2,.!04 117 

3,118 + 180 

50,104( 8uo 

2,97,816f---;t,558 

21,11,163 
9,56,973 

+ . 6,59 L 
- 28,326 

'r otitl Xct Revenue .. . ;3o,89,8n) 30,68,136 - 2L,73.j 
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'l'his table Hhows au unoxpcctetl incren~o CJf H.R. !),00~1 in tlw ineome fro 
judicial, a111l an ('ttllally mw.xpectt>d Jeer asc of H.-.. 2fl, I ~G in that from no 
jmlicial stautp~, tho lll't rcvt•JitH', after clc•ductiug 1·harr, •..; anrln:fuml..:, Pxhibi 
ing a diminution of Hs. :2l,i:l!J. The net rovcmw for the foul' pa:--t; Vt!at 

may be comparud witlt a~h·:mtagu :- • 
Hq. 

1881-~2 30,t.i~,Jai 
I H:!-~:1 :!~1,,) I ,:Ho 
1~ :1-:H ~0,8!t,hi J 
18~H-S.) jQ,u.:,l:Jt.i 

~,rom tlll"' it may bt• in ferr·ed that our :)tamp rcvt.muu ha ~ reached IL st agn 
for the present moro m· less stationary, for thl' net rcvcunc of 1 S 1-8;) is nhnu:-.t 
identical wit.h that of lL81-tt!, a11d dol'S not differ very matcriallr fmm that of 
188:J-8<k L f WP cout rast the a vct·agt• gros~ rt>ccipt s fot· the past ·live ycat'l', H..;, 
:]:3, 17,4·W, with tltosp of the fir..:t five years chu·iug whic:.h the, 'tamp UPpurtmcnt 
~amc undP!' the :ulministmtion of this oflirt•, hl'ing till' quinqncnniul }JL'I'iocl t'tlll
mg with the year 187li-77, dnriug .which the Hllllllill g'l'OSS 1'(.'\'CILW.• :J\'el'llged H~. 
2:3,87,(j.j], we get an inrrcasc arummting to lll'arly :w fll't' 1'11tf. 

2. HALf. nF ('uuttT Ft:E . 'n~ll'.s.-'l'lw rcn•n11P fmm tlw salt• of judil'ial 
stamps hns conlinne<l to increase, hPing H:. 11.!30:! rnm't' in IS~ 1- :) than 
i11 the previous yca1', when lltt• then Ullpr••cech.Jttlt•d Jigure of H:;. !,!:3,.11. l J.~ "ns· 
recorded; and this is the more extraordinary, seeing that litigation actually 
decreased a~ to amount, although it incrC:l.!\<'11 in \ altw, thP in~titnlions h •ing 

• J 7,726 fewer in lS 1-8:> than in the prcYion~ year. 'l'his is l'huwn in the 
following table:-

Snlc o£ Stamp~ Hs. 

{
~umber 

Suits iu~titutc<l 
Yalut• lls. 

I 
X:... 

H383-~ l ,_ 
2:~,·H, ll:! 

I :!!'10,700 ~ 

I ,til,.i!l,li 10 I 
' 

-
ltl8·1-8:) \ l)jffl'l'ellCC 

I 
J>f'Y r.l'nl. 

~;~,::,2, 741 + . ~ 
~i:!,!l7 ~ ,;·1 

l,i l,t'B,Ii:l;, + ti·~.j 

Thns, although there hn::; been no rnatct·ial dilTL•nmcc in the JlL'I'ccutag-o of :-ale.; 
of stamps during the pa:::t two year::;, there has in tlu• year lltHkr J'cport ht•cn a 
decrea..;e of f)·l Jlf?t' ,.,,nf. in the number of :;;uit:- in~titntct1. accompanied hy au 
increase of ()·:15 pet~'~'"'· in tht.•ir ntlne. ~\. fe,,·. uit;:; of exceptional ,·alue were 
instit utcd. during the year, hut not sulllcicnt to :tC!!OlllH for t hi~ extraordinary 
rc~ntlt; but it is pos.;;ibl" (although I put thi!:\ forward ~;onjcct~mdly) that the 
difference in classification of suits madt• hy ....;cl'tiou ~::i of the new Punjnh 
Courts Act, nuw have had .ollie effect in uomiunlly rcdul'iug tht' number ,>f 
iustitution::;, whfch are :mppo:-.ou to shuw C'i ,·jl ca:-:e:; onl,,-, excluding rc\'el\Ut} 
aml miscellaneon::> case~, "bile from bt Xt n~mher I~-- t. !'I"Yeral ela:-:"t'" of ca .... e~ 
hct·etofore triable only in cl\ il Courts, h:.w been made OYer· to Hevcnuc Courts. 

'l'he reorganization of the ('onrt~ of the Prm·ince brought nhont hy rhe ~\ct 
ahoYo cited, has natmallr caused con-.iucrahlo fluctuation~ in the. ales of sevcrHl 
dit;tricts. The following' arc the di:stricts in which tho ftuctuatiou: have cxccmled 
R~, 2,000:-

Delhi 
Hi:;~m· 

Ruhtnk 
Simla. 
.l!'croz('pore .. . 
J ullnndnr 
Amritsar 
f:lhuhpur 

Iucrtasc. 

Guj ranw~l.la 
DC'ra T ::mail Khan 
Muzaffargarh 

Rs. 
17 ,2!11 
7,516 
~.5tl6 

10,69b 
!3,386 
5, 795 
i,596 
6,292 
8,91!) 

14,726 
5,829 

Umhalln. 
Ludhiana. 
llo:-.hiarpur 
Gurcla!-pur 
]Jab ore 
Jhang 
Montgomery 
Rawalpindi 
Dern Ghar.i Khan 
Bnnnu 
Peshawar 
Sir sa. 

n,.. 
~,IU 
3,997 
·~,184 
t,275 
8,633 
3,640 
!3,2f)2 
9,40:3 
!J,OM 
5,169 

16,167 
8,117 
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F1·om the fit·:;t of XO\'('mhet•ln t, tho :-iir n tlist t·ict wns hrnkt•n up aml 
tlivitled hetweeu tltC' c1i::.tricr.... of IIi. S:ll' nwl Ft•t·ozep(•t·e, <'OH::;cqHt'lltl,v tlH' 
tliminLhcd income. ho\\ 11 aho' c agnin t • 'irblL rc. nlt · ft·um the :.ll'j'i 11f 7 liHIIlth~ 
ouly in J ~ 4·8ii iJf'iugcouu·a. t d widt tho"" of I~ wnntlts in 1 ' :1- I, nwl llt:l} hl' 
et otT ngaiu t tlw iHCrt':t"ctl :,;;alL·:- of 11 i:-: :u· and Fcr.,zepon•. Delhi s!tow:-. tlw 

l:u·gc. 1 ill<'t't':t.~l' of nil. "hich t Itt• I h•JHtly ( 'otllmi,..siont•t· :-:a,vs i~ " probably thw 
''pat·tly to tlte .-•:;lnltli~hiiH'Ill tJftlw Jlt'W Hiri iouul ('ntll'l at )),.]Jti , aud pat·tl,\' to 
"au in••t•ca~·· in lit iJ,.,.ntiun ami its \':thll'; fl few snit · of 11]1\\ :1rds ol' :! laklts "l'l't' 

l• iust itnt~d <luring 1 he ."Par under t'Pf'tll'l agttiu:t ~ahilJ ~iugh nwl~Jtltet·;-; iu t hl' 
"cit~·.'' 'l'lteitH't'l'!l"l' iu Holttak is ascrilted lty tht' Deputy Cornmi:-,..iOJtPt' iu nlll' 
p:u·tof hi,.: t'('}.)Ol't In" lilt• lll!ll'hnmtiou tltat took pl:lt'n ill tltP <'Ondition and prcl.
"pect:; ~_~f the p·oplc d111·iug tht> .rear uwiPr n·port." a t·t•a. oll "hiclt I l'ollft•S"' I 
c·muot quito ft)llow, nllcl iu Hltntltcr to "a l:u·ge illc'l'(':tl'l.! ill the nllmltet· ol' 
"appli<':ttiotl~ fot· <'XC<'IItinu of dt•t·t·cl'~." Tltt•J'l' was :tl'lu:dl,\ a ,J,.,.,.,.,,~''' ltotlt 
in tht> tllllltht-t· and ,·alnl' of iu;;;titutiou:;, but a~ regards tltt· \":'due•, tltl' DPJllll,\' 
<'ouuni. :-inllCJ' c>xplaius that ntll' .i'iugl•• c·a P iu:-t it utc·d ill I ~~:1. '·I a<·cotlltt~ fc))' 
Hoar·ly llw wlt<•lc• differl'llt'l'. 'l'lu· large iuct·cn"t' in :-:imla is crtt in·ly dll<' to 
iw·t'l'Sll'(lll litigutiuu, the lllllllht'll' of c·:tl.:t'"- ill~titutcd lta\'iug- ill<'r«':t!'<'d fr·ollt :!,:1~!1 
to :!,li~ f , and their· Yalt11• fl'olll It:-;. :!,!~/,7 :j to It::. l,~:l,~ 17. .\s to .Jnllmulut·, 
tiH• Dl'put.d'ommi ·iollt't'J\'tllHI'k~-··'l 'ltpinc·r·pa., .. in I'Cc'Pipt ft·o111 <'Ourt f.," t~llclpS 
" i~> dtH· tcJ th<'l!l'IICJ'alllll'l'l'llsc• iu lit i"al ioll; 1H·~idl'., lt,· t it<' int t·odnctioll nf tlte r·cot·· " ,.... . 
.. g:tllii'.:ttiou :-ciH'lllC ill Xo\l'ltlhcr·]a,;t, tiH· di . ..;tril'f-: or l. ttdlti:tlla and Ft•t'O;'.t')IOI'(' 
"allrl part of thP :-:11':,;1 J)j,tJ·i<·t, lta\'1} lu•t•ll :tllllCXc•tl to tltl' .lnlhrndt•r· di,·isimt, 
"mul <'Oth<·qw•Htly )llati,Y of till' liti~:wts appealing from thwc tli tricts lc:l\'<' • 
~. ptll'c·ha~ed tltPit· --t:rntp~ fmm tlri · cli,.;tri<"t.'' 'l'h<' inct·c·a~e in Awrit ;u· is 
at·cnunted fm· by till' lal'g'CI' iu--titntinu of ca:;c,..;. lu :-:hahpur \\0 han• tho 

;:t pp:tl'l'llt :tl\lllJHtly of fill in~I'Clll'O of H .... li,~!l:! in :-ale' nf stalltp~. accntnpauyiug-
:t IIP<'t'co:I .P t)f :!1:! in tlu• mrmlter awl H:=:. !1,:1 4 in tiH• valnl' of ~uit~; the J)pputy 
('onrwi ... .-;ioltel' poiuts out that tltl' :-.lati.::tie~ of litigation fot• 18~1-~.-l do 11ot 
iu<:lwlc the "'"''' <·las.;; nf HP\'t 'lllll' :uits," llll'aniug 110 doubt t host• CJ'<':tiPcl by 
.'t·ctioll ~.-, o£ Ad X\'lllof I!:' I; hut although tlti~ <'.\plaill' :may tit<• pamdox, 
it doc~ not accouut for tlrc l'CHll.'•lar·gc· illct·c:hl' in ti113 . ale~ . 'l'he ,.; till lat·gcr· 
iliCI'C:l'£' in Clujr~unnda i. lPft llllltotict•d h,,. the Dil"tt·id Otficer; lris ,..,,,. 
t.i tie~ of litigation !tow an irr<·r·castl ltoth i11 the lllllllhl'r' mul ,•:tlucs of 
... nits, hut hard!\·, [ think, s tflicit•rtt to ac~otllll fm· SUCh a l:ti'~C lllCI'C:t I' as 
lb . ... ,!11 !1 in :-.al;, of sta111p~. S:c' ing in Delhi, the lat';!f'~t incrc:~~e of the ,rc;tr 
iu ;-;a1C' of judicial .:; tmnps took pl:tC'I.! :tt lkra l:-:111ail Klm11, in t•dt•r·ene<' 
to wlriclt tlte Di:str·i!'l Oltic<'l' \\Tit<-~-" '!'Itt• lllllllher of :-;nits in:..titnted clm·illg' tho 
"year nndt·r r cpr1rt :·:!tows an inert•:r-.1' of 7!11 ornhmlt' I:{ Jil'l' ,.,,uf. oYer that of thP 
" pt'<.' \'ion:- yeat·, and t Ito ntlnc of snih ltas conscqttc•ut ly t•i;;;c ll h.r H .... 1, 1.)/11 S, Ot' 
.. orcr 77 lw,·renl.; the illcrca..;c inmllnl>PI' of ca.;e-; is to ::illlllC ext Put dnc.• to the fal't 
'· tltat :-cn•ral ca,cs wct'l' in--titntcd :trrain:-:t mtc 'l'ahla Hnm, a Iurcre tt':l<l('t' iu tlw 
"city, wlto fai!Pd in Jm,..mt>ss." 'l'iH~incl'ea-:c in thf• :-ale• of jtuTicial ::;tantp" at 
... \lnzaffargat·h, thP Deputy Cmnmi~;-;iollt'l' \ITitf•:-:, " ll<'<'ds 110 colltlltcnt if we look 
"at the <'ll01'1ltrllt:- ri:=;e i11 litization hotlt a)i to the lltlllliJt'r ami \'alnc nf :-;nits 
" in::;titnt~cl ; tit!' llttlllhc•r of ~uits ltas ill<'l't':N•rl hr almost. !H)() and the ,·:tlue bv 
.l Jk 4u.27o." · ·· 

'l'ul'lling !11 district..; ,}lOwing a climillishcd sa le of Court fpe :-:tamps, T 6r!'t 
c'OIIIf.! to Umballa . 'l'lt" t'I'Jllll'f of the• Dt·put.v Cornrni~sionc•t• j, so concis<' thai I 
am ahle to quote it ltcrcJ in t .dc/l.~o, mel'cl,r oh~cn·ing that !tis n•marks Hl'<' uot 
limited to the sale of jndieial :stamp:-;, but to the operationi'l of the Department 
g'!'IIC'I'ally. He .-.ay~-" '!'her£> is little calling for remark. 'Phc Stamp l'C\'O IIIll' ha:-; 
"somewhat fallen off during the year, hut it is to he renuu·kcd that the n·,·cnue 
" fo1· 188:3.8 ~ wa~ in 1'\Cessofthc pr(•vion~ year; the difference:,; arc 110 nwre t !tall the 
" ordium·,,· ffnctnations to which (this~) kind of reYenuc is liable from Year to 
::.rear.'. The. ouly ~']lt'cial ~ause to wh~ch thl' pr.csent. dt•crcasc may be ·in p~rt 

atb·rhutctl 1s the scn.•rc sH.:kne:,;;; wlueh p1·enulctl m tlte autnnm, and wl11ch 
:: h~·ou~Lt. all the tran<>act ion~ of hu:-;iuc~s throughout T the great.cr part of the 

thRtrrcl almost to :t staml-i>bJl for sc,·cra I months." 1\ ow I find that tho itlCOme 
fmm sale of court. fcc stamps during the past three years wns as shown jn the 

1882.83 ... 1,J;:o~? ~nargin, showing a deCJ·ea~c of Rs. 8,414 in 1884·85, and an 
t!l83.S' J,O!l,O t.J) 111crcase of only Rs. :1,097 m 1883-8 ~; the nmnber of institu-
lSS-t·Sa ... I,00,63 t tions during the past two years was yeryncarly the Rame, but 
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then• wa" n dimini,hed ndno of more than a laklt of rupee::. I tllink o11c cau:-;o fm· 
tiH' dimiui,JH•cl --·dr> of enurt ft>P "t:nnp" ltns: '"'"Yl 11\'"rlnnkn•l h.,. t]•,. D::putr f'om
mi,siouer, ,.;-:. the n·n1oval uf the Di,·i:-ional <'ourt from Untballa to D~·lhi iu 
couse<p.wHCl' of which a largP lllllllher of nppt:llants \\:bn foruwJ,,· JHII'elwsctl sta;nps 
for thcu· appeals at Ulllhalla, 110w plll'chase tlwm at I>ollti. The l>cpnh· <Jom
missiont•r of Ludhiaua says-" The <lecrl'a:'c of H:;;. :},!1!17 t1t' ·1 ptw ct·nt <~II ~ale:
" of Court Ft•t• l'IHlll)lS is chieflr due to tl~e intrmhtction of the new l'\':'l£'111 of 
" umtatiun record of transft•t·s of lantl, which has tlmw awar with the i~Jitiat<_n')' 
" pt•lition "ltich, Ullder oltlrnlc:-:. was flledouantl-anna stnulp·, awl M itlllla .. pro<·<·;~ 
" fcc stamp was taken, makiJJg' one rupee in each case ... \s tht>t'l' ha\'e bet·n oH'I' 

•• ~,UOOwutntion rt•co1·tl casc:-;, the hnlk ofthodccrea:-;u'ts clt•arlr tllw to thi,; 
" caus<•." rl'he d<>cren~cd sales in Ho~hi:wpnr, C'Ol'l'l:'~l><HH!mg- "ith 'ttt'Cl't•ns:ed liti
gatiou, cun, the Dcput.v Couunissimwr says, "hefaidyaccountell forhythl'tet'llliua
" t iou of t uc Sctt lt•mCJII a 11d trausfer of all CJflicers eOJIIJCctetl with the :..;!'tt lcml'llt." 
'l'lw diminisllt>cl sale:-; in Gnnlaspur arc said to he the resnlt of llt•erea~'t•d litigation. 
J n LahorL', t ltc seat of the Govc•rnment, of the Vlticf f'ourt, of tlu· Fiu:nl('ial 
Commissioner's Court, aJlCl of t.he Heads of Department~, sonw considPr·ahll' 
variati011 from yenr to ~-car in the <lt•numcl for judicial stamps must ht> P.Xptlcted. 
In the yt•ar umlcr report, the snlc::; dimini>~hed by n~. R,(i:3:J,whilc the lllliHbct· 
of suits instituted decreased b.v 618, alHl their value itwrea:sL•d h,r tlu•lm·g-c am<•llllt 
of R~ . .),08,17(). How far, if at all, thc~c resnlt~ arc attribntal1lc to tlw t·cot·gaHizn
tion of the l'ourtf', it is impo~sible to say; tho Deputy Cnmmi~siotH•t·'s t·xplanu
tion iR as followR-" rrhc decrease UIHler Conrt fcc:' i:-; dnc to n ~tamp fm· 01 

" snit tl1e Yalne of which waR O\'er :; lakh:; having been pnrch:u;t•(l in 18 :V~ ~' 
" and alRo to Home stamps of high values haxil1g been purcha:;c<l fur appcab to 
" Chief Court ; for the suit above rcferretl to the stamp was purcha:;cd in 18":) . .... t., 
" whilst the sHit was brought in 1 HS-J-85 ; the somewhat anomalon~ rc:;nlt of a 
" comparison of the figures * • • i~ in a great mca:::nrc <lnc to this circm,htaucc." 
In ,Jbang there luts ueen a falling-off in sales to thccxtent of Hs. :l,(HO, ('()!Tespoll(l
ing with decreased litigation ; in the previous yem·, tlwre was an inct'<'llSl'll salt• 
to the extent of Rs. 5,089. Similar remarks appl,v to Mont,gomery. 'l'hc large 
falling-off in Ra]es in Rawalpindi ii; aceonntcd for b.v the l>C'pnty Vommi.'Nioncr 
by'' the completion of the Settlt'meut of tlris district, 1111<l al~o to tJ,c gt•JJtmd 
" prosperity of the tlistrict by ('Xccllcnl han·ests ; thi~ cm~:-o<' would nppnar to lm 
" l1m·nr out hy the fact that a larg-e ut•crcasc of l ,7/.) appears in the numLer 
"of eiYill:mit~ ln·oughf i11to court this yeat', compared with tlwt of the Jli'C\'iou~ 
"n·m·." It j,_ possib!P. hmYPY<'I', that tl~t• cstahlishmeut of aBt•nch of .Judgc8 
nt~.lhelmn empowered to hem· nppenls ft·nm Rawalpindi 11111.'' haw• lind :-omcthiug 
to do with the tlimini:-.hecl :-ales at the lath•r· plac•P. Tlto dt•ct·on,ed ,n)e.:: at J )er·n 
(}hazi Khan to the <•xtt>nt of R:-. :1,0111 was tluc, tlu• Deputy ('ommi:- ioncr :-a~·:-, 
"to tlw iustitution nf ."JSOless !'uit:; tlwn in 18 :}.S k principallyofmouey-l~udt'J~ 
"a•rainst lJ!tt'icnltnrist:- \\'ho were ahlc thi:-; yem· to pay thci 1· c!oht"' out nf t•om·t , 
" ;,~ cnlJ..;etpW]J(:e of ~nod lwn·c' ... t:-:." In Hamm 1 ho. :-ale .... fell hy H . .;,11}~1. t h •r • 
hein~ ft·Wcl' ease;-; iu-.titut('d b~· 1 ,!){U in Hllmher nucl B . G I, Jtj;, in ,·nluc. '!'he 
Deputy ('ommi~~innct· \\Titt•":- ".The ,IiiT~r~ncc i~1 th • tmmhe~ of. ~ivil :-llih 
•· iustitntt•d and thcll' 'alue.-. c.xplatll:-> the dchcacucy 111 Ute nle~ Of]uchcml ~tnmp:' 
·' clming the year. One nf tlui ta h:-;i}.. of t hi;-; di:.tt·ict. nn m<'l.'· ~I nrwnt, hn vin~ 
" ht't'Jl iu th1• matt1't' of ei,·il :'nit ... takPn away ft·om thi~ cli~trict nnd joined with the 
' 1 Dora I ... marl Klmu 1listrict :-incc .Xm•cmhcr I~ ~ hv the introduction n( the HCW 

•· jltllicial schunc, the ~ale of jwlicial :-tamp:- \Ht,; tl~n,.; retltJC'i'(l.'' 'l'heJ·c wa ... a 
frrealt•l' falliHg-nfl' i11 Pt>:-hawar· dm·ing tlw yt·:u· in tiH' :-ale nf .Jwlicial :-tamp:-> 
than in :my othPr di:-trict, amnnnti11g to the serious c.xlf'llt of tt~. 1G,lli7. 
"hich 1 I bin k the Di:-trict Ottil'ur lnt:; t•nt it·cly failed to nc('ottll t fo1·, the 
stlltistic~ of liti~atin11 for tlH' two .''<'nr:' :-howing no !.!'n:at clifft•rcnces. He 
suY~. and I gire hi,.; hl'ief repol'l almo:'t itl tJit•t~.~o . .. tht' fignr •:-. of the Y('ar <lo 
•· ;wt :-;eem to eall fol' nny special J'Ctnarh, with the exception of thl' dcc;·cn::-L' in 
,. thl' snl(• of t'ourt fee. stamp:', autl thi' is cln< t•hictly to the in:'titutiou ur ~uit:; 
"of :'m:dlcl' 'alue than tiH>='C i11 the ycur IS":l. 1." 
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'l'h anncxecl tnhlt> how t lte nnmhcr of juclicial . tnmp:\ of ench kine! nml 
vulu" sold during tht• year:-

• 4d hf'~rir• /,al•ela . lmJm'4srd ·" lu·tla • 

Valuo ~umht.•r Vnluc \'nluP \urnlu·r 

H·. A". soM. )(.:. Hs. _,,Jd. 

wnl-- 1~ 
() 700,~:.!0 }.;:-, 
0 j) :.! J,;,;,o IUO li ·I:! ;', a 
() :1 ;-,,~:lti 1 ,;;, 10 .1:-,o H 
0 4 70~-<,~!!1 I I ill 10 ·li;'l :I 
0 'iu,ar,:~ I;;, 1u :,oo 7 
0 1' ll«i,'iii 1:,0 H ;,~.) I 
0 !l~l,(l~!l 1~:) 8 ;,,jl) I 
1 J Oti,fJ~:! I! I(} l:J :,;;, a 
1 .to,:,!ri )!IT, 1 ti ti2;, :I 
I "( •l'l,4~:l ;,:, :!I)() I !$9 ti:,o •I 

~ 0 ;,l,i H GO ~o;, •I n;,-, ~ 

a u <lt;,:J I !I tj.} :!10 u 700 :J 
4 0 :!~,712 'iU I ~(.j ~.)- 2 ,_,, 
;, 0 

I 
"" ~!" i) 'iO ~:!0 () 750 1 .,, (·)-

tj 0 1 'l,fitj:{ ~0 2:!.} 10 ;;.i 1 
; 0 :I,S·I:J 8·i 2:JO :! '<.-,() 1 

!lO :!:J.-, I ;~ , ... , l 
(l;, :!10 !l (100 ·I 

100 :! ... , :I 1,000 r l'l 
tn.i I :!.iO ·I 
110 :!.-,;·) I 
IJ;, :!!1 :!liO •) 

f:!O :!ti :!G.i 
1 :,!;l :JI :!iO 
1!30 12 4}--_, ~· 
J:J,j :!11 !JI)() 

140 I :t?.i 
, .~.) I :!l a:,o 
100 :!:.1 :)i.i i 

TJ1e Court fee stnmpR of t ht• nc•w pattems en me into n:o;e during- 188!3-S l ; 
·con;.;eqncutly while the,v have heen in 11~e throughout. 1884-8;), they \H'ren:-;cd 
<luring only a part of the previous y(.•ar·. Again aR regards adhe!4ivr labels 
of tho olc1 pnttcl'll, tho:;e of R~. 10 ancl upwards in value were in uso dllring :t 
part of 188:3-8 J, hut were not used at all flu ring 1 81H-8;) ; while tho~o of values 
lcc::q than R~. 10 h:wc been in use throughout hoth years concurrently with the 
new pattern adhesive labels, although the formet', as they are gradually being 
u:-.C'd up, are sold in diminishing tmm ber:-;. For these r<'asons, no au vantage 
would be obtained by contrasting the number of l'itamps of each value sol1l dnr
ing the past two years. But it may he worth noting that out of the total Conrt 
fee :-tamp. sold in the Ptmjab during the pat year, amounting to :l,10J.,761 in 
numhcr, representing a value of about ~:3~ lakhs of rupees, no less than :3,071 ,GGO, 
m· Ycry nearly 9!1JJI' I't'l'llf. in number, representing ahout IG laklt of rupee:;, were 
adhesive labels of values less than Rs. 10. 

3. PAU'EH U.tSE!<.-'l.'he usual detail~ of collections of Stamp duty 
and unrealized balances in pauper cases, aro givc•u in Appendix B., which shows 
tlwt the year opened with an aggregate balance of Rs. 23,016, and that new 
cases were admitted to a total of Rs. l 2,5G5 (or Rs. +, 161 less than in 1883-B·J.), 
the largest admissions being in Pc:;hawar Rs. 2,340, and Ludhiana Rs. 1,731; 
tho amount recovered was Rs. 4,926 only ttgainst Rs. 7,185 in the previous 
year, and tho amount struck off as irrecoverable Rs. 3,030 against Rs. 8,566 ; 
the year closi~g with an aggregate balance of Rs. 29,570, or Rs. 4,554 more 
than tlw opcnmg balance ; tho largest unadjusted amounts remaining in tho 
following districts :-
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. RL 
Pe11hawar ;),540 
~~ ~~2 
Lahore 4, 12:1 
Hoshinrpur 2,.jii 
Lndhiann 2,:?48 
Gujranwala 1,~8G 
Dt••-a Ghazi Khau I,:H-t. 
Gujrat I ,42ti 

'I'he above figures Reem to indicate that, during the y<'ar under report,.. 
admission:- to sue as paupers wore moru ctmtiously nuwc, but that the efforts to 
reco,·er unadjusted balances were somewhat relaxed. 

4. Hu.t: oF Nox-J rlllf'l.H. STAMPs.- The demand for non-judicial stamps 
during the year under report waR Rs. H,85,924, which, althoqgh Rs. 24,632 
les~ than in the exceptional year 188:J .. R4, WtlS a~. 1.),!):34 more than in 1882-B!J. 

The decreaRt.' tonk place in every description of stamp, save Share 
Transfer labels, the demand for which is always insignificant. 'l'he following 
are the figure!; for the pnst throc• yet\1'1'1 :-

{ 

One Bnnl\ or " receipt " 
l<'oreign bill 
~::)hare transfer 

{ 
Hundi 
Ordinary 

Total 

1882-S!J 18~3-84 
Ra. Rs. 

81,56.; 8J,l:!i0 
5,00:.! .-,,4;8 

1 HI 16:: 
46,572 :)1 ,1)77 

8,a6,S2H 8,72,0tjtl 

9,70,387 to,to,o56 

1884-8.) 
Rs. 

ao,6ta 
;),012 

:140 
48,-'>37 

8,51,422 

9,8;),924 

Thus there was a falling off in the sales of adhesive labels to the extent 
of Rs. !146, in hundi paper of Rs. a,040, and in ordinary impressed sheets of 
Rs. 20,646. Each kind of stamp will now be noticed separately. 

5. Adlw~il'l' labelx.-The Rale of one-anna or " receipt" stampi'l again 
fell off, although to the small extent of Rs. 65 7 only, and this notwithstanding 
that the attention of District Officers has of late years been frequently dmwn 
to the fact tl1at the demand for these stamps must be far smaller than tlte 
number of transactions requiring tll('ir usc, and notwithstanding that rules 
have been is~ued for licensing Sub-Postmasters and Patwari:~ for their sale on 
favorable terms in view to foster the sale of these stamps. In truth, howe\·er, 
licenses under these rules, as will he noticed hereafter, arc not very freely applit•d 
for or granted, and I place greater hope in a propo~l recently made by the 
Director General of the Post Office to authorize all Postmastcr8 to sell one
anna t·cvenue stamps without special licen~e, gh·ing them a moderate discount 
on their purchases, in the same way as they now . ell Po:stage . tamps. a measure 
which I think would very greatly extend the sale of receipt stamp , Rnd which 
is only second to a former proposal to allow po!-!tage stamp~ to he used for all 
purposes requiring an anna stamp. In the present in. tance the clecrea."'e i~ 
variously attributed to the issue of the Financial Commis~ioner's Uircular No. 2 
of 188.j, ordering that the practice of taking ~tnmp~d receipt;, in duplicate for 
payments made from the Government Trcasnrie. be di~continued, to tlw 
increased usc of regular bonds instead of mere acknowledgments in hankers' 
books, (although in some districts the very contrary is allegccl to account for 
~mall increase:-~), and to the good harvests of the ,·ear, which saved agric-.lturist.~ 
to some el.i:ent from having recourRe to the money-lenders. The variation. hy dis
tricts are in no ca:-~e remarkable, the largest occurring in the following districts :-

InrrelUic. IJt>creu e. 
Rs. Rs. 

Delhi 422 
Karnal 
JJudhiaua 
!.mritsar 
r .. ahore 
JhiUlg .. 
Rawalpindi 
Oujranwala 
Peshawar 

.,. 

:J8i 
35:1 

49i 
447 

3Hl 
906 

518 
3;)!1 
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'l'hu sale of Forei~1 bill stump \\'8.S much t ht• . a me aS~ in the prcvioug 
y ·ar, R~. 6,012 nguin~t Rs. 5, ~i'\ or a mall dccrcn.-;o of R~. ·~Gii, the grN\tcr 
tmJ't of which OCCill'J'C'd at Delhi, O\\;ng, it is snitl, to tlu• failure of certain bank
ing firm in the city nne! the lu ,.; of cnnfitlcnco among tmdcrs re:3ulting there
fJ"'ut. 'l'lu• alt'.'i Wl't'tl, n" in t lw prec •ding ycat·, Rhno t cntirt>ly confined to the 
following four tli tricts :-

D··lhi 
II is~a1· 
Amrit nr 
l..nhun' 

... 

Us, 
2,f.>OO 
l ,llii 

5-ll 
:J:H 

Umhalln, Himla, Rawalpindi nncl Hiri:a contJ·ibuted the I'Clllainiug Rs. n, \\ hile 
in ~ t di~tricts tht-t'l' WL'ro no :--ales of thc!'t• ~tamps nt all. 

Tlt~ ucmaml for .'haro lt'Rnsfl'r t;tmnps was t•onfinl'tl to the •> <list ricts of 
Delhi, U mhnlla, Himla, Lahore awl Hawalpindi, And in nil en me to H~. 3 ~0 only, a 
little more than iu tho previous y('at·. This tlescription of ntamp can he w~etl only 
for the transfer of ~hare~ in public companit·~ and a:-;socintion~, which arc f;O few 
in the Punjab, that tlte demand for the. • ~tamp mn t nocc;-;:arily be very limited. 

H. lluudi j>ll f11't'.-1'hc sales of lnmcli paper came to R::;. 48,.'):37, being 
lcs:;; hv Rs. :l,O ~0 than in 188:~-8 ~. hut mm·c bv R!i. I ,flli:) than in 1882-~!1. 
The 1;rincipal transactions took place in tht• fol!O\ving districts :-

8al•11. Jurr•'aRC urd•·cre,~e 
H!!. n ... 

lklhi 20,0i!l 
lT is~nr a,o2:; 
UmhnlhL •1,1U-I 
, 'imln 1,2:-,!) 
Lndhiann I, II :1 
Yt•r07.t'!l0rc 2, l.itl 
Ann·it. ar H,8i8 
Lnhnrc I ,4:31 
~fooltnu 2,HO I 
lln \\ :tlpiml i I ,O:J:J 
S11·~a . l,ti:i7 

1,7 ;)() 
+ :Jti2 
+ 4:! 
+ 

a;;n 
+ H:lfi 

liti 
10!) 
·l!j2 
.')04 
40.) 

Gujrat and ){ut.affnrgarh . , 
Ht•mniuing l!J lJi. trich 1, tan tii 1 

'l'lw falling-off in hnndi bnsine;-;s in Dt'lhi and .Mooltan is reported to be due 
to the fuilurc of .seYcral banking firms ; that in Sir~a is of course owing to tltt> 
di;-;mcmhcrment of the di~trict, mul is m OJ't' than made up by the incrca"c in 
IIis:at· aiHl Ferozcpore..; as r<'garcl~ tltc latter di~trict. Rs. 460 rcpre:.cnt thP 
increm;e ari:-;ing from the addition of th<' Fazilka tahsil, and the remainder is 
:;aid to be " due to prosperity in tracle." No explanation has been given of 
the large dccrca~e of sales in Rawalpindi. The other fluctuations call for no 
remarks. 

i. o,.tlillfll'!J itlljJI'e.~;wd .~tamp.-1.-rfhe sales of ordinary l:itamp paper 
during the year under report came to Hs. 8,.)J ,4~2, which although lefl~ by 
Rs. 20,G W than the exceptionally large sales of the previous year, is never
theless a ,.;ati ·factorily lar[!C income from this iiOlll'CP, HTHl e~ceeds the sales of 
18 2-8:~ hy R~. 14,.')9:3. The diminished dl'mancl in 1 81-8.) as compared with 
the prc,·ions yea1· is i11 general ascrihccl to good harvests, and in the southern 
dil:itricts to excc~:-;ire icknes:; preYailing in the autumn. The variations by 
di~tricts are in no case, except at Rawalpindi, very marked. The followino- arc 
tho ·e in which the variation exceeds Rs. 2,000 :-

0 

Umballa 
Jullundur 
Amrit~a1· 
Lahore 
Rnwalpindi 
Sialkot 
Dera. Ghazi Khan 

I ncrea,qr. 
Rs. 

2,649 
2,369 

Dl'crea:;c 
Rs. 

4,161 
4,612 

8,399 
3,728 
2,905 
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'\'he explanation~ given hy District O~cers of t~tese Yariatio~s are f he 
f ollowitw:-Umb;tllu, (whose report has been Cited :wpm Ill full,) sets lns decrease 
down tonthc prevailing sickness; J nllnm1ur attributes his decreaile to " a. timely 
" aml favorable fall o[ rain, resulting in good crops-sugar-cane ami cotton 
" l'specially ; the zemimlars were consequently less in Heed of loans than t1~ey 
" usually arc." Amritsar :--" Increase probably owing to an incr·ease in 
" stamp vendors." In Lahore, besides normal variation:>, the increase is said to 
be owing to the accidental purchase of a few stamps of large value, one fot· a 
bond for Rs. H6,800. Rawalpindi :-"The decrease of Rs. 8,:399 under impre~:o;e<l 
" sheets may also be dne in a great measure to the prosperity of agricnlttu·ists by 
" favorable seasons and excellent harvests." The sales in Sialkot were greater 
than in 1882-8:3, nlthough less than in 1883-84 which \Yas an exceptional year. 
Dera Ghazi Khan :-" 'rhe decrease is due to agriculturists not having stood in 
"need of borrowing money from bankers so largely as heretofore, on account of 
"good harvests, and Government having sanctioned larger amounts for fnkhrri 
"advances, which in the year under report amounted to Rs. ~9,000, against H!<. 
" 24,000 of the previous year." 

8. M.rscEr,LANEOUS SrA~!P INco~rE.-The miscellaneous head!! of :;tamp 
revenue for the past two years show the follo,nng receipts :-

Stamp duties taken in cash 
Penalties 

Other items {
Judicial 
Non-Judicial 

Total 

188!3-84. 
n~. 

12, 1~!:! 
] :3,003 

l ,H7 
.m; 

20,8.)4 

188J-8;3. 
lk 

lO,!HlO 
10,2:)8 
1,150 

4% 

22,!30:3 

'l_lhe decrease under the lir:-:;t head is more tha11 acconnteu for bv the 
diminished. value of tho stamps affixed to documents in my office, Rs. \700 
against Rs. 6,655, although the actual number of documents sent to he :-:o 
stamped was greatcr-2,253 against 1,-1.91. TlJC amount realized by wn • nf 
penalty was not only less than in the previous year, hutn.b.olt•=-s tllnn i1~ 1SS2---::; 
this may possibly he due, a· some officers say, to t~10 JH'?\"lsJons of the tamp law 
being better under8tood, or at any rate, to thetr bemg better obl'crvcd ; the 
number of criminal prosecutions was the same. 

0. Cn.I.Ror.s.-Thc charges for the }:car, inclmling rcfuntls ancl proccs...;
sen·ina cRtablishmcnts, as well as a proportwnatt' :-hare of the cost of my own 
office, 

0

camc to R~. 2,!)7,816 again:-;t Rs. 2,%,25 in 1 8:3-84. Discoui1t on 
:-ales shows a dccrea~c of Rs. !150, correspondin_g with the diminished ~ale' of 
nou-jndicial stamps_; nnclcr refnntls there is an. incrca.~e of Rs. {):).) owing no 
doubt to the more libct·al rules made for rcfundmg the valne of ::tamped paper 
spoiled or not required for immediate u~e; process-serving e tablisltmcnt:-:, which 
arc not under the control of this office, cost Rs. 1.$l~)fl more than in the precNl
ing year. 'rhc only other item worth notlcc is the co~t of my own Office, the 
details of which fot· the pa~t two year:-: arc givon below:--

!-'ulary of , upurintciiilcnt 
Ofti, ·o E h hli~lnucntt 
Con t iugl'll('ll"~ 
Printiu~ und :-:itn.tioiwry 
'l'rrn-elliug atHl '!'our chnrgc.~ 
lJ 011 sc-T('ll t 

Total 

Io8 ~-85 

u ... A.IIP. 
S,:?:J !l!O 
:l,OI:, 0 I 
l,Oi2 u 0 

a 
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1'hcso charges have, as u ual, heen distributed rnteubly between (1) 
Judicinl, (2) Non-Jm.licinl, aud (3) Postage anu 'l'clegraph Htampa, in the 
following manner :-

Year. ,J u•licial. ~ on-J udicinl. Postage anc! 
'J'u1ograph. 

Hs. Ra. H~. 

Gro s . aloa ... { l~ :3-S-1. :!:l,·U,·I4:! 10,10,&56 10,2 ,IIJ(i 
H! -85 23,u2,7U !1,80,02·~ 11,16,52;) 

I 
Pl'uportiuuntc shurc ... { I lS -3-8' 6,808 1 2,!l38 ) 2,!1!'10 

188·1-85 i,·1 u 3, ll 3,531 
L_ 

The increase muler the hencl of Halnry of Snpt>rintcndcnt is caused by the 
allowances of my ltJCI/lll ft'tlCII.~ dnring my absence on 70 day~' privilege leavo; thn.t 
untler Office c tn hlishment8 uri. es from incremental promotions; and the incrense 
under Uontingcncio., ntal priuting is due to the cost of tmnslating and printing 
tho long consolidated circular:i of which mentiou wa:; made in my last 
report. 

10. VE~o.-'L'he m1mbpr of persons licensed to sell stamps, and the 
amount of discount paid to thew during the past two year.s aro us ~howu ueluw :-

No. of Vtwhrs. Discount 1>oid. 
1883-8·~ 1884-85 188!J-84 188·i-85 

Hs. \ Rs. 
Offirials 178 19!3 3·~,265 37,38·1. 
Sub-Po"tmaster~ 47 106 8fi2 29:> 
Patwaris 11 7 fit 13 
Othori 1,631 1,521. 36,ol2 3!3,053 

--- - - -
Total 1,867 1,830 71,700 70,745 

-- - ---
Under the term official vendors aro compri~ctl 'frt'a~urer~ nnrl their 

l\utborited ug<'nts, who nlonc receive discount on their purclu't;;;es. of jmlioial 
stamps, but who ar·o required, as a. condition of the gr·tmt of thi~ monopoly, to 
maintain a vendor at e\"cry place where n. Conrt iR held; in fulfilment of this 
requirement and tln·ough the esta hli~hment of new Coul'ts, the number of ~uch 
vendors was increased during the year from 178 to 193. '£his clasR of ·vendors 
now receive more by way of <liscount than nll thr other "Vendors put together, 
the a\'erage nnnunl earnings of each being Hs. 193-11-2. 

Of non-official vendor.s, other than those licon,.ed under the special rules 
of September 1883, the number has fallen from 1,631 to 1,524, tho principal 
reduction!'~ being in Rawalpincli 8!1, Jltelum 37, and Gujrat 41. The excessive 
number of vendors in Rawalpimli wa~ noticed in last Report, and notwithstanding 
the large reduction since matle, there still remain 153 men of this clm~s, amply 
sufficient for all local requirements. .As r<'gards Jhelnm, the Deputy Com
missioner writes :-" 'l'he stamp vendors have been prohibited from writing 
"hondA, a cnstom which was in ·practice pre\·iously, as thel'e were suspicions 
"against them of occasionally preparing fraudulent documents. Owing to the 
" above prohibition they d('clined to have their licenses renewed." As regards 
Gujrat, the Deputy Commissioner reports as follows :-" 'J'his decrease is due to 
"Commissioner's instructions contained in his 'Xo. 2281, dated 12th Juno 1881, 
"in which a reduction in the number of ~<tamp vendors was directed; l\fr. Perkins 
"being of opinion thnt too free a grant of licen'ies was likely to cause frauds." 'l'his 
is the only intimation of these instructions which has reached me. 'l1hc ayerage 
earnings of vendol'8 of the class under notice during the year were only Rs. 
21-11-0. . 

Coming now to Rub-Postmasters and Patwaris licensed under the special 
rules. of Sept~mbor 1883, I wouJd remar~ that the. s?heme l1as been suffi6entJy 
long m operatwn to warrant me m hazar<.lmg an opnuon on its success or other
wise, especially as I maJe it the subject of personal enquiry in the several 
districts through which I passed during my last winter tour· aud I am bound to 
say that, so far, the hopes entertained in some quarters ~f the success of this 
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scheme have not been realized. In 10 districts there are no Sub-Postmasters 
licenSt.'tl under these rules ; and although in the remaining districts the 1\UDlber 
of licen cs granted has increased from 47 to 106, yet the amount of business done 
by tl1is c)ass of vendors WM ridic.ulously small last year, the average amount 
paid as d1scount to each vendor bcmg ouly Rs. 2-12-6, or Jess than 4 annas per 
menscm! It was rcpre!'lented to me that to a very large extent Sub-Postmasters 
do not rnre to take out lic('nses und1•r thP nPw rnlcR, either because they do not 
perhaps fully understand tho a.Jvantagcs the rules offer, or because it is not 
worth their while to do so, owing to their small Rales; in some places Postmasters 
prefer to forego the advance which the new rules give, and take out licenses 
under the ordinary rules, which allow of a higher rate of discount; in some 
places it is said tho people do not care to go to village Postmasters for their 
stamp paper, preferring to purchase at the tahsil or from the ordinary Yendors; 
there is no doubt also that the system is to some extent troublesome, as iu every 
case of tranRfer of a Sub-Postmaster-and transfers are not unfrequent-a 
re-cnlling of the stamps in his hands, and an adjustment of his imprest becomes 
necessary, and perhaps the re·issue of a license and advance to his successor. Col. 
Birch, writing from ~ 'ialkot, makes the following pertinent remarks:-" The 
"sale of adhesive stamps continues to decrease. I believe this is due to these 
"stamps not being available in viUages; there have been inst,mces in which 
" postage stamps have l>een used in place of receipt stamps. Vil1age Postmasters 
"and Patwaris have not taken out licenses for the Bale of stamps, though the 
"achantages offered to them were pointed out, and the Huperintendent of Post 
" Offices asked to encourage Sub-Postmasters to apply for licenseR." Up to the 
present then, the new rules have not proved a success, nor am I sangume that 
they will succeed in the future, so far as increasing the sale of stamped paper 
is concerned. At the same time I think the Post Office agency an excellent one 
for promoting tho sale of one-anna adhesive stamps, and as before remarked, I 
would permit every Postmaster to sell these stamps, as a matter of course, in the 
same way as postage stamps, allowing him discount on his purchases, and not 
}mmpering him by requiring him to take out a license or conform to elaborate 
rules. 

As to Patm\ri8, it is significant that the numuer ol tl1ese licensed under 
the ucw rules ha,·e come down from J 1 to only 'i. )fr. Brown, writing from 
Muzaffarg-arh says-" Patwtiri!'!l have cea cd to hold licenses for sale of stamps 
"under the orders of my predeces!'or. I concur in the advisability of only grant· 
"ing snch licenses in Yery exceptional circnm. tancefol, and such do not exist in 
"this district." I believe the majority of District Officers hold similar views. 

11. FR.\Cil ,em BRE\CflES OF TJIE Sr\ln' La\\.-The number of persone 
punished magi8teriu1ly for hreaches of the Stamp law was 90, exactly the 
same number as in tl1e preYious year; of whom 89 were puni bed by simple 
fine, and 1 by imprisonment. 'rhe largest number of cases occurred in 
Gurda--pur, t·iz. 14, followed uy 10 each in Rohtak and .Lahore;_ while in 
16 digtricts there were no prosecutio,ns at all. Compared WJth prenous years, 
t hesc figures call for no special comment. 

In February last, the Divifolional Judge of Delhi (Mr. Stogdon) sent in a 
preliminary report, in accordance with prescribed rule, of a fraudulent ab traction 
of stampR from some of the files transferred from the Court of the late ('mnmis
sioner of H issar. · I had very sh01·tly he fore made a vi~it of in pect ion to the 
Delhi DiviRionnl Record Office, nnrl saw some of the cases rcfurrcd to. The 
nu~tracted stamps were all Court Fee adhesive labels of the ohl pnttcrn, which 
had been removed hy tearing off the portion of the paper to which tlwy haa heen 
affixed. Tlw cases were all old ones pertaining to the year 1 7 ·~ or thereabouts 
and from their appearance I came to tl~e conclusio~ t.hat_ tlw nh:tractions wer~ 
made many years ago. The final report of the t:ltul'nr•os tn this case is awaited. 

12. POSTAGF. AKD Tr.I.EC.BAI'H TAMI' .-There ltas been an in 
,]emand for hoth Postage (ser,·ice aa well as ordinary) and Tele~rapl c~eased 
during the year under report, as the ~ubjoined statistics 0{' . 1

1 
s hmps 

Possibly tbe assemblage at Rawalpindi towards the close of th sa es 8 ow. 
contributed to this result. · e year may have 
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I SS3-8-' 1884-85 
Rs. Rs. 

Post:1.g<', ordinary .. 4,5i/J68 5,01,747 
DCJ. ecn-ire 2,7l,ll60 2,83,004 

'r<'h•graph 2,98,6!38 3,31,774 

1 ;3. SrouK H.\1 .. \~c·f:s.-'l'he value of the stock of stamps of each class 
in hand at the hcgiuning and end of the year was as follO\';H :-

Onlst Apr1l 1884. On 31st )larch 1885. 
Its. Rs . 

• Jutlirial 31,8·~,i37 32,59,788 
Nou-jllllicial . 11,55,727 11,35,728 
Postage, ordinary 5,45,552 5,00,01] 

Do. H~rvire 2,15,863 2,26, 729 
•rcl<'graph 4,40,625 5,80,227 

The st.ock of Non-judicial and Postage AUunps of both kind8 may be taken 
as about equal to one year's consumption. 'ehe largo balance of Judicial stamps 
is to some extent nominal; it is not that tho 1W11t1n I' of stamps in store is un
usually or umwccss:u·ily large, but that Utm•e are so many papers now of large 
and T"arying values which though rarely in tlcmand must bo kept in stock. 'l'ho 
stock of 'l'elograph stamps at Lahore and Simla has beon greatly increased, 
possibly in view of impending events on the North- \V cRt. 

14. ;\fiSl'ELL.\XEOl'd Bcst'\ESs.-During the year under report I visited 
parts of l 7 (or including Sirsa 18) district~, and. inspected 14 Sadar and 
22 Branch stamp tlepots, as wen as 2:3 Record office~. of which t were Divisional, 14 
District and 5 out-lying record offices. On the Uth of August, I proceeded on 
70 days' priYilege loa ve, making OYor ch:wgo of my office to :Mr. G. \V. Ri raz, 
Registrat· of tho Chief Uourt, who was, howovcr, at tho same time t'ngagcd on 
special duty a.t Simla in connexion with tl10 Roorgani~a.tion scheme, and conld 
consequently make no inspections nor do more than conduct the current duties 
of the office. 

During tl10 year liberal rules were promulgated by tho Government of 
lndia for refunding the values of court fet' Rtamps spoiled before being used, or 
not required for imme(liate use. rrlwse rules removed au undoubted hardship of 
which complaints had previously been made. ReYiscd rules WCJ'o also prepared 
in this office for the renewal of damaged OJ' spoilNl stamps, under t:>ection ~7 (r) 
of the Court Fees' Act, which, however, wore not finally appro,·ed and gazetted 
until after the close of the year, but which will nO\V remo-ve nny ambiguity which 
may have ari::;en in regard to the matters treated of I herein. Revised rnles for 
the vend of both Judicial and Non-jndicial stamps iwere also prepared and 
await the orders of Government. When these arc sanctioned I shall be in a 
position to take np the long deferred project of bringing out a new Punjab 
St.-1mp 1\fanual, which will be a great convenience to officers, and which has been 
allowed to remain so long in abeyance partly pending the settlement of the 
matters contained in the rules above mentioned and other rules made in the 
previous year, and pat·tly because the draft of a now Court ]'oes .Act had been 
introduced into the Legislative Council; but as it appears that it is not intended 
at present to proceod. with that Bill, there is no further necessity, once the new 
vend rules arc sanctioned, for delaying the matter. 

I am happy to record, in conclusion, that the Department worked smoot.hly 
and satisfactorily during the year reported on. 

LABORE: E. \V. TROTTER, 

J sf June, 1885. Superinteurlf'nt ~l Sta1nps, Ptwjau. 




