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No. t63, dated Lahore, 27th June 1890. 

J'rom-D. C. JoHN8'1!0NE, E~!Juirt>, Junior Secret:e y to Financial Commi~:.ioncr, Punjab, 
To-The Revenue Secretary to Government, Punjab, 

I AM directed to submit the usual annual statements of the Stamp Depart-
G. B. ELSJUE, Esquire, o.s. mb enth, POuffinjn:b,. forsl889.-9o-, dtogethfer swith a notde 

to offer the following remarks. 
y t e ctatmg upermten cut o tamps, an 

2. Throughout the year under report the office of Superintendent of 
Stamps was held by Mr. T. Gordon W alkcr, c.s. 

3. In its review of the figures of the year 1888-89 the Punjab Govern
ment requested that steps might be taken in future years to reconcile the entries 
in the departmental returns with the books of the Accounts Department, nnrl 
the Financial Commissioner is glad to be able to say that this has been done 
with a very near approach to completeness, as far as concerns receipts . 

4. The continuous rise in the revenue of the previous fifteen years 
.has now received a slight check, although the total revenue for the year is con
siderably in excess of that for any previous year since 1888-89. Under revenue 
from judicial stamps (including recoveries in pauper suits and miscellaneous) 
there is a small increase of Rs. 1,757 or ·07 per cent., whi~h is more than 
~balanced by a decrease of Rs. 22,930 (1·7 per cent.) under non
judicial stamps (including duty taken in cash, penalties and miscellaneous). 
The decreaSe is attributed, and probably rightly so, to the excellent harvest 
of last spring, which probably led to a diminution of loaml and transfers of 
land amongst the agricultural community. If this view be correct, the fs1ling
off in income ftom non-judicial stamps may, in the opinion of the Financial 

I Commissioner, be gladly accepted. The steady improvement in tho sales 
. of 1-anna receipt stamps is matter for satisfaction. 

5. The decrease in charges under the head "judicial" is <:hicfly in 
refunds. The decrease in cost of office of Superintendent of Stamps is ex· 
rlained by Mr. Dane. 

6. The increase under postage stamps, ordinary, amounts toRs .. 31,875, 
or over 4 per cent. Attention is invited to Mr. Dane's remarks rcgardmg the 
decrease in sales of telegraph stamps. 
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NO'TE 
ON THE 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE STAMP DEPARTMENT 
OF THE 

PUNJAB AND ITS DEPENDENCIES, 
For the Year 1889-90. 

Under the orders of Government conveyed in a letter No. 1573, dated 
11th July 1888, from the Junior Secretary to Government, Punjab, to tho Secre
tary to Financial Commissioner, a brief noto on the Administration of the Stamp 
Department in the Punjab with the prescribed tabular returns, viz. :-

Appendi:c A .-S}10wing the receipts nnd charges of tho Depart
ment, and 

.Appendi.'t B.-Showing collections and balances in pauper suits:
is submitted for the official year 1889-90. 

2. SuliMA&Y oP REomPTs AND CnAnoes A.~o Co:'t!.Pm1sox wiTH THE rnE

vxous YEAR.-The following statement summarises the receipts and charges of 
the year and contrasts them with those of tho previous year:-

JUDICIAL 

NON·J UtllC14L .. . 

JCDI('I Af, 

'NOJ;·JUDICIU 

• 

RECEIPTS. 

{ 
Sale of stamps ... 
R ecoveries in pnnper snits 
lJ.\~lhncous ... 

Total 

{ 

Salo ot slamps ... 
Stamp duties taken in cash 
Penalties .. . 
Miscellnncons .. . 

Tot11l 

Total receipt,; 

CHARGES. 

l 
Di~connt on sales . .. • .. . 
Rcfnnds ... .. . 
:Mi~<ccllaneons .. . .. . 
Office of ::>updt. of Stnmp8, Pt1.0jab, 

(share of) ... ... 

Tot 1 

{ Di~:connt on sales ... .. . 
1 R(•fnnds ... .•. .. . 

l 
:Misccllnncon;; ... . .. 
Office of Snpdt. of StampR, Ponjnb, 

('hnreo£) ... ... 

Totl\1 

Total chnt·ges 

Vost o£ Stamp po.pct· 

Orand total chnt·gcs 

Toar. Nn Rcn:xu1 

1SSS.89. 

R!;. 
25,0-!,651 

9,2:H 
:n:1 

21i, 14, 19,') 

1 89·00. 

R. 
25,06,079 

9,5:.!2 
:i:il 

DiflCt'l' llCC. 

u . 
+ 1, ~~tl 
+ :.!91 
+ :~ 

------·------
13,1.), 77 

'I!) 'll'' ·8::uo 
:.lU 

1:!,9:!,80! 
:?l.l,2:l:.l 
9,497 

377 
--------

7G,tl:i l 71,1:.!0 

50,166 49,7!ll 
lO,l!iO 1~,014 

t,:~:;u ·1,518 

:J,G9:.l :.!,791) -r.s,ar, G!J,O:i!l 
---- -

1 .. ~ .. ~~09 I ,40, li!l 
----

G!l,06:! G-1,7 u 
-

2,08,271 2,0,1,96[> 
-

:ro,r.n, 7u t ali,41, • !17 I 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

:.!;J,073 
1,080 
1,087 

136 

\7:11 

4:15 
l,SM 

HiS . 
896 ---

+ iOl ----
L,030 

+ l,7:H 
----a,aoo ---- l7,SG7 
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3. As compared with the previous year, therefore, there has been a 
decronse in net revenue of Rs. 17,867, but the amount rt'alized is largely in 
excess of the revonno of former years, as may be seen from the accompanying 
figures:-

Yenr. 
18S.i-S6 
1886-87 
1887-88 
1888-89 
1889-90 

Us. 
31,98,882 
!{3,64,821 
35,01,112 
!16,59,764 
:36,41,897 

~OTit.-ln calcolaliug lbe net revennP, tho coot of stamp pnp<>l' has oo<'n dedocl<'d from the figures for the 
ye&n 1887-00, but not frum tho•e for 188:>-87, aa t.be cost of atnmp paper for th··•e two years is not kno'll'tl 

4. AGREEMENT oF DEPAnTMENT.\L Ri':Tun:ss WITH TREASUJ{Y AooooNTs.
Ex(}luding the rccovet·ies for pauper suits for which no monthly statements of 
treasury credits havo bP.en hroished by the Accountant-GAneral, tho total 
receipts as shown in the District Returns are Rs. 38,37,3 tO, while the Account
ant-General's preliminary figures of treasury credits show Rs. 38,37 ,336. 
There is therefore a difference of Rs. 4 only which requires no explanation. One 
or two errors of classification of receipts still al'{ait adjustment in tho final 
accounts of the year, but the amount involved is in no instance largo, and the 
agreement between the departmental retums and tho treasury accounts is, I 
think, commendably close. 

No Statement of departmental expenditure has been communicated this 
year by the Accountant-General, aud under tho orders contained in paragraph 
!:2 of the Resolution of the Punjab Government in tho Finaucial Department No. 
L53l, dated 6th Augubt 1889, no comparison of Departmental Returns of expen
diture with the Treasury Accounts is required. 

5. SALE OF CounT-FEE ST\Y.Ps.-The receipts from tho sale of Cou.rt-fee 
Stamps exceed the receipts of the previous year by Rs. 1, 128, tho cau~o ~emg a 
slight increase in the amount of litigation aud value of suits in some districts. 

6. SuE OF X ON'-J oorcnL STA 'IPS.-On the otbor hand thoro is a dacl'oase 
of 11s. 2:3,073 in receipts from tho sale of ~on-.J udicial St:lmps, tho decrease 
be in" ch iofly noticeable in tho following 12 cli~tricts -( lr Kar~arm, t"Z) I''t.:roz pore, 
(3) Afoonn.n, (4·) Sialkot, (5) Gnjrat, (6) Gujmnwalla, (7) Jhch~m, (8) Ra'Yal
pindi, ( !>) IIazl\.ra, (10) Kohat, ( 11) Bannt~ :m.d (l:Z) Dor;L Ismrul Kh::n. fhe 
cau~e of the decrease i · explained hy some J>J.;;tr•Jct Officer~ to he th~ Improved 
condition of tho agricultuml claq ·os consequent on g?Otl lmrvei!ts, wluch caused 
a diminution in the number of lonn~ p•mtractccl and m::;truments executed. 

It is snti,f1wtory to noto t_h~t tho sale of.., 0!10 n.nn•1. r~ceipt sta.mps co~ti· 
nucs to ::.temlily inc1·ensc. Dnrmg the yoat· b · 9 R'!. 93,9·10 wore renhzed 
hy thn o:nlo of these tamp" •. while i_u tho yenr undc~· re~ort n~. 99,937 have been 
roalized on thi!'l account. bcmg au 111creaso of I{ • • >,!Hlt. 

7. Appendix B. cxhibitJ tho out,.tnncling balance in pauper· suit cases. 
'l'ho bnlnnce duo on tho l·f, April 1'"' D wa~ H · :!6, I~. and now cases instituted 
during tho year ncldcd to thi:- n um of. R~. 12,.12 ~ nga_ln t R . 17, ~t3'3 in the pre
vious year. '!'he nmount nctually renhzod, however, m tho year was R~. 9,461 
compnrcd with R . 9,10i in tho ere~ ding yea~ , !l~d R~. 9,:~0.2 were strnck off as 
irrecoverable h>: order of vot.nml 1011 r:; of lhn tons as ag_nmst Rs. 9,752, simi
larly oxpungcd Jll the prcc dmg year. rhe balance ·tandmg due at tho cud of 
tho vcnr i therefore R . ~O,G I~ ng in t ns. 2t), 12 nt tho end of 1888-89 . . 

~. • 'TA r noTY TAKF.N n: 'A 11. -The total nmount. of stamp duties realized 
inca }l during t110 y r Wll U · ~. ,2n2 ngnin t R.·. 29,312 in 1883- n, showing a 
tlooren o of Hs. 1 ,0:-iU. Out of tlu St.nn. Rs. 27,0 ~2 were realized on account of 
documents s roped ancl kolcton form nnprcs cd with ono mma receipt stamps 
in this officc1 ns will bo n from tho tigur~s givon below :-

Docux~:xr•. RKr.t.nu~ Fony 
1\'o Val• e. ,.. 

• HO. Value 
9,7i0 19,\Q.l 1,27,017 ... ':,938 . 

9. 'n \RGES.-1'ho chnrgcs for the year nro Rs 3 306 1 th · h 
1• · • 1 • 1 · , ess an m t e preccc 10g year, owmg ru:un ) to n nrgo dccrcnso in tho amount of refunds of 
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'Court-fee Stamps wlrich admits of no explanation, and to a decrease in the cost 
of Office Establishment, !th of the total cost of the establishment employed in 
the combined Office of Commissioner of Excise, Inspector-General of Registration, 
Superintendent of Stamps, &c., having in accordance with the p1·oposals recently 
submitted by Mr. Walker been charged to the Stamp Department, a proportion
ate charge being made against Postal and Telegraph Stamps. 

There has also been a decrease of Rs. 901 under the head of" Discount 
~n sales " in the year under report as shown in the table given below :-

Year. Discount on sale of Discount on sale of 
Judicial Stamps. Non-Judicial Stamps. 

-----
Rs. Rs. 

1888-89 35,334 50,166 

1889-90 34,868 49,731 

The reason why the discount on the sales of judicial stamps should have 
-decreased is not apparent. Possibly more stamps over Rs. 50 in value were sold 
during the year. 

The cost of stamp paper supplied from Calcutta on the other ha.I?-d has 
risen from Rs. 63,062 in 1888-89 toRs. 64,786 in the year under report, bemg an 
increase of Rs. 1,724. 

. \.(L PosT.AGE .AND TELEGRAPH STAMPs.-The figures given below show a 
sat1sfac~ory increase in the sale of Postage stamps both ordinary and service. 
Ther_e _Is however a slight decrease in the sale of Telegraph stamps. The r~e 
P!OVId~ng that at Postal combined o9ices Telegraph messages may be prepatd 
either m Telegraph or Postage Stamps at the option of the sender operates as a 
check on the sale of Telegraph stamps, as Post Masters naturally prefer to use 
post4¥re stamps~ no discount on tbe saJe of Telegraph Stamps being allowed. 
Possibly this result was not foreseen when the Rule was made. 

1888-89. 1889-90. 

Rs. Rs. 
Postage ordinary 7,92,213 8,24,088 

Do. service 3,41,076 

t 
:~,56,871 

1'elegraph 2,37,953 2,24,882 

11. The office of Superintendent of Stamps was held throughout the 
year by Mr. T. Gordon Walker. 

LAHORE: R. M. DANE, 

Dated 20th June 1890. O.ffg. Superi11tendMt of Stamps, Punjab. 

• 
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APPENDIX B. 
STATEMEl\fT OF COLLECTIONS OB' STAMP DUTY ON PA.UPElt ~ ' ' 

THE PUNJAB FOR THE OFFICIAL YEAR 1889-90 SUUS lN 

1 

DlBTRlCl. 

llissa.r 

Rohtak 

Gurgaon 

Delhi 

Ka.rnil 

Umba.Ua. 

Sim1a. 

Kangra. 

Hoshia.rpur ... 

Jullundu1· 

Ludhiana 

Ferozepore ... 

Mooltan 

Jhang 

Montgomery ... 

Lahore 

A.mritsa.r 

Gurdaspm• ... 

Sialkot 

Gujrat 

Gnjranwala ... 

Shah pur 

Jhelum 

Rawalpindi ... 

llazara 

Peshawar 

Kohat 

2 3 4 5 

77 77 

... . .. 
193 45 238 233 

6,708 2,409 9,117 1,851 

8 ... 8 ... 

1,430 134 1,564 

379 126 505 60 

576 429 1,005 292 

1,457 169 1,626 220 

2,098 1,668 .3,766 1,637 

794 230 1,024 89 

248 

826 

1,196 

765 

598 

1,484 

480 

2,007 

1,094 

1,278 

871 

57 

410 

35 

275 523 

511 51 
38 864 

633
1 

1,829 

1,820
1 

2,585 

219 8171 
1,319 2,808 

117 597, 

380 2,387 

87 1,1811 

243 1,521 

358 1,229 

226 283 

900 1,310 

29 64 

167 

15 

12 

1,054 

743 

171 

8721 
345 

182 
1951 

175 

241 

123 

189 

39 

Bannu . . . 522 3

44

88

1 

910 297 

D. I. Khan ... 1,051 1,095 44 

Mnzaffargarh .. , 14.0 

6 7 8 

5 238 

5,134 38 7,023 

168 

994 

275 

191 

11 

280 

222 ... 

136 

116 

8 

105 

23 ... 

468 ... 

178 .. . 

14 ... 

328 ... 

... . .. 

168 

1 61 

292 

5 1,219 

1,912 

282 2 

1 

167 

26 

292 

1,276 

879 

287 

880 

450 

183 

218 

643 

419 

137 
512, 

276 6 

:39 
5791 

3951 

1061 
350 1 

30 1 
1 141 

9 10 

77 

2,094 

8 

1,:396 

144 

7131 
.J,Q7' 

1,854 

742 

356 

251 
5721 
553. 

1,7061 
530 

l,U231 

147 

2,204 

963 

878 

810 

146 

798 

25 

331 

700 

15 

95 D. G. Khan ... 18661 56~0 213261 75 

G 
--89 3o6 -9 "61

1
--"-,3-0-2

1 GI U,824ll 20,512 
mo ToTAL ... 26,812 12,52 , " ,·J; " 

LAHORE: } 
Dcded 20th. June 1890. 

R. M.DANE, 
QO~· Suporintondc11t of Stamz>s, l'wifab. 




