
9-1900 

• 

PUNJAB STAMP REPORT, 

• . 
18 -1 8 ;) 

• 

WEST PAKISTAN CIVIL SECRETARIAT 
LIBRARY COPY 

(To be returned to the library when done with) 









PUNJAB STAMP REPORT, 1899-1900 • 

• 





NOTE 

ON TDI 

Administration of . the Stamp Department 
or Illt: 

For the year 1899-1900. 

Jaoore: 
THE "OIVIL AND MILITARY GAZETTE" PRESS

1 

Oont1actor1 lo lhs Pwrjab Go11emment. 

1900 





Proetedings o£ the Uon'blc the lieutenant-Go.,ernor o£ the P11njab in the Financial vepartment, 

No. 1892, dated 3111 July 1900. 

READ-

Report on the Administration of the Stamp Department for the year •899·1900, with the 
remarks of the Financial Commissioner thereon conveyed in his Secretary's letler No. 542, 
dated 11th July 1900. 

REM ARKS.-The Report was received on the 3rd July, or a week before 
due date, and is a comparatively short one, the last report, which was reviewed at 
length by Sir Mack worth Young having bt::en for the triennium 1 8g5·97 to 
J8g8-gg. 

2. 1he net income of the year amounted to nearly Rs. 4o,so,ooo, and 
,,.as . better than the preceding year by Rs. 45,soo. Comp:uing the gross 
income of the year under consideration wtth that nf the prPvious year, the most 
important increase is to be found under the head ''General Non-Judicial 
Stamps" ( + Rs. 8r, 729). On the other hand, t!1ere has been a falling-off of 
Rs. 36,034 under u Court Fees." 

3· The heads contributing to the increase of Rs. 81 ,ooo under "General 
Non· Judicial Stamps" are '' One-anna Receipt Stamps" (Rs. 1 ,878), " Hundi 
Paper" (Rs. 6,953), "Impressed Sheets 11 (Rs. 74,273). The explanation furnish· 
ed by the Financial Commissioner that the increase under ' Impressed Sheets ' is 
mainly due to the stimulus to mortgages and other alienations of land and the exe­
cution o{ bonds given by the prevarling scarcity must unfortunately be admitted to 
be correct. It is remarkable, however, that the bulk of the increase occurred in the 
Rawalpindi Division, where the scarcity though severe was not sufficiently so to 
drive the people upon relief works. On th~> other hand, in the worst districts of 
the Delhi Division there was actually a falling off under this head of income, and 
this is in keeping with what is known from other sources, v£s., that a large sec· 
tion of the population there is at the end of its resources and of its credit. 
Anricipation of impending legislation in respect of agricultural land could scarcely 
have had so widely different effect~ in the RAwalpindi and Delhi Divisions, and 
the more probable explanation of the increase in the one and the decrease in the 
other is the difference in degree of intensity of famine experienced, 

4· As regards the head 11 One-anna Receipt Stamps" and with reference 
to what was said in paragraph 7 of the review for last year, the Lieutenant· 
Govern.or agrees with Major Parsons that the increase is a favorable sign of 
expans10n. 

S· The falling off in the revenue from Court-fee Stamps is due, as pointed 
out by the Financial Commissioner, to the contraction in the famine areas of litiga· 
tion owing to the straitened circumstances of the zam(ndars, though the diminu· 
tion in those areas was partially c0unterbalanced by considerable increases in 
the Jullundur, Peshawar and Derajat Divisions. The total receipts under 
this head were but little below the average of the previous three years, and 
the deficiency as compared with the previous year occurred entirely in stamps of 
small value, i e, Rs. 6 and under. 

' 6. The increase in the income from sale o( Postage Stamps, which is over 
a lakh of rupees as ccmparc:d with the previous year, and over Rs. 4o,ooo a.;; 
compared w1th t897·98, a year of abnormally high income, is remarkable, and it 
would ~e i1.1teresting to kno~ to what it is due. The subject will doubtless be 
dealt wtth m the next tnenmal report. Among the causes which sucmest them­
selves are the employmtmt of Indian camp-followers in South Af~~a and the 
movements of population in consequwce of famine. 



7· The Lieutenant-Governor proposes to deal with the question of loss of 
income to Trca urers owing to the reduced rates of discount allowed by the 
Government of India on the sales of Court-fee Stamps when he receives the 
special report which has been called for after the new rates have been worked 
for a year, and in which the Financial Commissioner will doubtless discuss his 
scheme for reducing the number of stamp-vendors in the Province. 

8. As noted by the Financial Commissioner, revised rules for the vend 
of stamps have been sanctioned by Government and published in the Gazette, 
:me IJi:; Honor is glad to learn that the revision of the Punjab Stamp Manual 
has now been completed. 

g. The thanks of the GO\•ernment arc due to Major C. G. Parsons for 
his efficient ad:ninistration of the Stamp Department during the year under 
review. 

0ROF.R.-0rdcred that a copy of the Review together with a copy of the 
Report be forwarded to the Government of India in the Department of Finance 
and Commerce, and that a copy of the Review be forwarded to the Junior 
Secretary to the Financial Commissioner for communication tu the Superinten­
dent of Stamps i also that the Review be publi5hed in the Prmjab Go'Dernment 
vaulle. 

By order of the llon'ble the Lieutenant-Governor, 

A. H. DIACK, 

Re'Venru aud Fiu/ Secy. to Go'Dernment, Punjab. 



No. 5<12, dated l.ahore, 11th July 1900. 

From-A. H. GR.\ST, Esquire, Junior Secretary to the Financial Commissioner, Punjab, 

To-T~• Revenue and Financial Se ntary to GoYernment, Punjab, 

1 A~f directed to fontard the Stamp Returns for the year I8Qg·oO to· 
Sub·hnd No. 5a,, gether with a Report by the Super_inten~ent of 
File No.7. Stamps. Last year a full report dealing wtth the 

three years endina with 1898·99 was submitted ; this year's report is therefore 
of a brief charact~r. During the year the Department was throughout under the 
charge of Major C. G. Parsons. 

'2. The gross receipts for the year excluc;ive of Postage and Telegraph 
. St;J.mp-, amounted to Rs. 42,64,130 as compared 

General financ•al result~. with Rs. 42,1 I ,O.J.2 in the preceding year, or an 
increase of over half a lakh. The gross charges amounted to Rs. 2, q,672 as 
compared with Rs. ~.o7,o88 in 1898-99, or an increase of Rs. 7.5~4· The net 
recetpts in the year under report were thus Rs. 45,50+ more than m the preced~ 
ing year. 

3· There was a total increase of Rs. 81,729 in the rec~:!ipts under 
General Non-Judicial Stamps. This is mainly due 
doubtless to the stimulus to mortgages and other 

alienations of land and the execution of bonds given by the recent scarcity. lt 
is satisfactory to note in view of the remarks contained in paragraph 7 of the Gov­
ernment Review of last year's report that there ho.s been an increase of Rs. 1,878 
under the head 01zc-amzn. receipt stamps. The effects of the prevailing scarcity 
are curiously noticeable under the head:; Ord£nnry Impressed Sheets and Cor~rt-fee 
Stamps. The increased d~mand for deeds and bonds has caused an increo.s111 of 

Non·Judiclal Stamps. 

Court.f~e Stamps. 
Rs. 74,ooo (round) in the sale of Impressed 
Sheets ; while the poverty of the zamfndar has so 

far deterred both himself and his creditors from litigating that theie has been a 
decrease of Rs. 36,ooo (round) in the sale of Court-fee Stamp-,. It is interes,ing 
to note that while in the Jullundur, Peshawar and Derajat Division!', where famine 
has for the most part been but little felt, there has been a considerable ir:crease 
under this head, in the Delhi and Rawalpindi Divisions, which ha\•e suffered most 
severely, there has been a decrease of roughly Rs. 81,000 and Rs. 13,ooo res· 
pectively. 

4· There were 9.:> prost>cutions und"r lhe Starn? Act, and penalties 
amounting to Rs. 1:os1·8·o were awarded. The3e figure.> are averag:!. 

5· There has been an abnormal increase in the sale of ordinary Postage 
Sta:nps, vi:J., of over one lakh. 

6. It is impossible to be blind to the fact that the Government of India 
Resolution No. 5583 S-R., dated 8th December 1899 (referred to in paragraph 18 
of the report) has caused great dissa1isfaclion among the Treasurers of the Pro· 
vince ; and that the reduction in the rates of discount on Notarial, Foreign Bill, 
Share Transfer and Hundi Stamps, coupled w!th the extension of the right to sell 
Court·fee Stamps to ordtnary licensed vendors, will very considerably affect their 
incomes. In view of these facts the Financial Commissioner has under considera~ 
tion a scheme for reducing the number of stamp-vendors in the Province to a 
minimum compatible with the public convenience. In connection with this 
scheme l\1 r. Tupper proposes to deal with the question of allowing deed ·writers to 
act as stamp-vendors. The que!)tion of abolishing the Tahvil system in trea· 
suries will not, it is understood, be brought up a~ain at pres~nt, as it would be 
sca~cely rea~onable to demand that Treasurers should make the large deposits of 
capttal requtred by the " Purchase svstem" in view of the recent curtailment of 
their gains by the Government of India Re5olution. 

7· Since th~ close of the year under report the revised Stamp Manual hy 
Mr. Webb ~1as recetved the general approval of the Financial Commissioner. 
And the re.vtsed rules for the vend of Court·fee and No!"!·J udicia! Stamps have 
been sanctioned by Government and published in the Gazette. 

8. .Major Parsons deserves credit for his efficient administration of the 
Department during the year. 

PunJab Goverument PrcJJ, Lahorc-30·7·19oo-2 so. 
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NOTE 
ON TEIH 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE STAMP DEPARTMENT 
OJ' 'TH3 

PUNJAB, 
For the year 1899-1900. 

A triennial report wac: gubmitte«l tltio~ tim~ lnl't yt'ar. The returns fo 
169!1-1 !JOO, at:compuuied by a brio£ uot~ only, are submitbed 

lntrtcluctorv. t. . . on tuts occaston. 

2. Below is an nbstt·act of the qrn~N recr•iptR of thn year. These, of 

Dolaill ~1 inoomo. 
cour~l:', exclude reCt!ipt:~ o,·ot· l'o;~tnge ancl 'rclegra.ph stamps, 
which are shown furthet· on in pnmgraph 15:-

I Differenc 
hf'tWf'f'n 

e 

1997-98. 1898-!l!}. 1899.1900. 1898-99 
Rnn 

18!.1~ . 19 00 

---- ----
R~. Rs. ns. Rt. 

(Generl\l non-jndicinl ... l5,!:!S,0£113 ! U,l1 1297 14,93,026 + 81,729 
I 

Sale of 11tamps ... ~ 
I 

lConl"t-fe~s ... ... . .. 27,.t:l,G71 !!7,:!0,128 :!6,91,09-.lo -3G,034 

Slamp duty Tealis~d in c.uh ... ... ... 52,62:1 52,786 62,6:l!) +9,8"9 

Recoveriea in pnopcr 11oits ... ... ... 6,312 6,307 4,6i.) -1,662 

Pcoalliea ... ... ... 9,·~37 o,on Q QQ' -1,172 ... . .. , .... -" 
I 

I 609 ~.~; 905 +378 
Miacellaneou• ... ... . .. . .. ... J 

I 

I ---·- - --- -

Total ... ... 43,i0,770 42, I 1,0·~:! 42,64,1:.11 +53,088 

. I 
'Tho rrceipts nre half a lakh better th~n i 1 18'13-~(). a1tl, ax:cop~ino- ~ho 

years 18!"17-PR aud 18Ho·U7 when figures of 43 aud 4.) lakha were re:ched ~ 
greater tuan in any previous yeur. 





.. 
i) 

5. Special attention to the pos.,ibilities of growth of revenue under tb1!1 
o ..... ~ .... R•c.•pt Stamp• head was given in last year's report and in the Government 

<••• ..... • ••· 1,8711). review. Thoro has been an inorease of Hs. I ,878, which 
brings tbe figure of receipts much on a level with the figure of 1897-98, which 
fig11re, for reasons givt'n last year, was considert'd exceptional : the falling 
off in l 899-99 having been about Rs. 1,600. That the figure of 1897-98 
l!lbould be mnintninf'd appears to be a favourable sign of expansion, as, although 
there m11y have been uunsnnl use of the sb.~mJIB owing to takaui loans and 
relief works occasione1l by the drought during the year under report, there was 
not the extrnorllinary demand caused by the exigencies of the frontier expeditions 
in 18~7-!1:-1. J n the following districts there are noticeable variations in the 
returns of !!ales:-

I 

Dolbi ... 
Mooltan 
Jh&ng ... 
Labore ... 
Rawalpindi 
Umballa 
Kubat ... 

Diah·ict. 

. .. , 

Diatrict. 

' ---
Iaorca~e in receipts 
compared with the 

year 1898-99. 

Hs. 

817 
366 

1,416 
l,:S79 

761 
31!2 
312 

- -:: 

Decrease in receipts 
compared with tho 

year lS!lS-99. 

~---------~------- -------1:---- ---

Sii.lkot 
Gojranwala 

n •. 

1,111 
1,11;$ 

'l'he expansion in Delhr, Mooltan, Lahore, Rawalpindi and Umballa is 
utisfaotory, being probably due to real trade and busioe<is requirements only. 
'l'he provision of the nell' Stamp Act which requires a ~tamp on all cheques, 
whether above Its. 20 or not, has also no douot partially accounted for 
increases. 

The larger sales in Jhang must be mainly due to the cana.lisation opera­
tiona. 

The decrease in Gujranwala. is 11ttributed to the altered definition of the 
term " acknowledgment" (Article 1, Schedule I, Act II of 1899) which has made 
baniaB resort to petty bonds (Article 15, Schedule J) instead of, as formerly, 
striking balances and making entries in their bahis over a receipt stamp, whicl1 
entries often contained promises to pay. If the alteration of the definition has 
thia effect in other districts it will be well, as questions as to the validity of the 
entries in bahf.s have caused much perplexity to Courts in the past. 

With reference to paragraph 4 of the FiMncial Commissioner's ReVJ:ew 
o£ the last Report about Sub-Postmasters selling receipt stamps, it may be addecl 
that references wera made during tbe yen.r to the Postmaster·General to t:'nsum 
that all Sub- Postmasters should sell receipt stamps. .Assurance was recei vall 
that all keep some stock. The Sub-Postmasters, specially licensC'd t.o sell noo. 
judicial stamps, receive their stocks of receipt stamps from treasuries or suo­
tre:tsuries as tho ease may be, while Sub- and Branch-Postmasters, not 20 

licensed, obtain theirs from the head or sub-office to which they are subordmat<t>. 

6. A probable decrease in the use of these stamps wn.s anticipated io Ja~t 
Jlot•nol Sla"'1' <••· year's r~port. 

•"=" llo b38J. 



1. Thcr h b n n revival uuutjr .this heatl, fiup to the figure of 
( u. R . 3 • 7u ; hut omc pt"CVlOtHt years gures of Hs. [)6,000 

or He. 5 ,00 nro fm· from bciug reached. Tho causes of 
re ufficicutly discnSEed lnst. year and repetition is unnecessary. 

Th figure of R~t. 12,92,0•U which is the figure of sales under this 
.. , t,. , • , , • ct h ad i~, nlthouglt not so higu ns tbe figures for 1896-97 

• •. • .... • 74,!'78). noel 1897-98, higher than those for any other years. lt ia 
It . 7 ~.278 higher tl1 n tha figure for tbo prcccdiug year. 

Com par d with tho sales iu 1897-98 thoro was in lfH)S-99 n. drop of 
Jt. 07,000 (round), hut tha figure (Us. 12,17,771) for 1898-~9 was still COli• 

id r d nUnorn111l, on the ground that tho cmhnrrnesments crentPd by the distren 
of 1 90-~7 and the first hnl£ of 1897-98 still S\vclleu tl10 demand for atamp paper. 
'l'h figuro for tlu, yenr reporletl on is only Hs. 2:1,000 (round) le.o:s than the figure 
r r 1 ~97-99 nud tl.111 the effec.:rs of tbe second drought, culminating with the 
uofnvournblo mon oon of 18DJ, are mnnifest in the way of continued demand 
for cl odu un1l banda. 

'J'J1ere wn rel~Ovl'ry fN1rn cmhnnnssrnents commH.ciug in the firet hnlf 
o( t be year uutl rei p c iu tho second bnlf, ns tho figures in t1u3 folJo,., ing tnblo 
will ~how:-

- = ~~ ~-·-

V 4LCI or 1.\IPBI no J fiUTS 30LD 1• UC:B QDAII.TII, 

:re.u: cr EJEnr.Yc£. 
April July Octuber January 

!.<) tl) 
June. Scp~cmiJr,. 

- ---
lb. H!!. 

:u.:~.eaG 3,28,C9L 
:t,:! 1,141 3,1 .. ,4~9 

- -
-22.t.J:!.J -10,233 

-= -· - - :.___ --

·am or da tn t <!r davi i 

to to 
Dcc .. miJer. !.!arc: h. 

- ----.R. R~. 

2,agAS.'l :l,OS,P28 
2, i6,797 3,75,154.7 - --
+37,.3U +8g,il9 

~-

th snle of impre sed 

~ lea in 
1899•1900. Dilruence. 

n •. 
-3,021 
-t~9 l 

+ 1,7i3 
-5,359 
+ 3,7,4.l 
.. 5,697 

-i' 
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From the above it appear·s that in the DPlhi and Labore Divisions there 
were decreased sales; in the Jnllundur, Peshawar and Derajat Divisions a con­
siderable increase in sales, and in the Rawalpindi Division the large increase of 
Rs. 62,078 in sales. 

It is remarkable that in the Hissar, Rohtak and Delhi Districtq there 
have been decreased 81\les. Explanation may lie in the fact that usurers fl.I'H no 
fnrther prepared to lend money on the security of lanrl uulikely to yield crop, as 
i:; said in tho Delhi report, but in Rohtak it is said that mortgage transacLions, 
which would otherwise have increased enormously owing to the drought, hnve 
be~u much checked owing to the preparation of tho Land Alienation Bill. 'l'he 
application of the provisions of Section 24 of tho now Stamp Act iR also S1\id to 
have tendecl to appreciably reduce the value of stamp paper used, the number of 
cases in which lnnrl ~old hns beon previously mortgaged to the vendee being 
lnrge. 

In KarmU and Urnballa tho Ul'ought is said to have had tho effect ol' 
renewal of deeds and boutls by banias in order to keep them alive; while, ou tbe 
o~her baud, less suits have been instituted. 

In Hoshiarpur sales hav~ considerably increased, but this may bo due 
somewhat. to the operations of the great land-holders in getting petty mortgnges 
to usururs t1·a.nsferred in their favour. 'l'he number of documents registered has 
decreased, though the valuo of thew is greater. 

In tho Lahore District, and in tho Lahore Division, there seems to be 
~ome recovery from embarrassments. 

Ln Sialkot, Gujn\nw6.la, Sbabpur and Jhelnm, and in the Ruwalpindi 
Division generally, there have been noticeably increased sales of stamps. The 
drought must mainly account for this, though in Gujranwala it is said that 
there has been no severe scarcity, and that the increase is due to the combined 
effects of bad seasons, agitation over the Alienation Bill, and changes in the 
Stamp Act, the effect of the latter being to increase sales in more than one way. 

In Sbahpur numflrous sales to outsiders by villagers of their shamilat 
land in villages which are to be irrigat~d by the Jhelum Canal have also affect­
ed the returns. 

9. There was a d9orease of Rs. 1,18,417 in 1897-98 comEared with the 
Sal•• of Owrt-f•• Stamp• year 1896-97 (which gave the highest figure (Rs. 28 ,62,088) 

(aemcu• Ra. 36,0:W). on record, the average for the triennium 1893-96 J,aving 
been Rs. 26,Q7,546); and in 1898-9!} there was a further decrease of Rs. 1 ;J,543, 
and in the year under report, there has been a further decline of H.s. ~36,034, 
the figure of sales having now fallen to Rs. 26,94,094. 

From these figures it may be concluded, taking the province as a whole, 
that after the first strong f.>fforl to press the zamfndars as far as possiblf.> in the 
drought of 1896-97, the usurers were constrained to let them mort> or less alone 
in view of the uselessness of bricging suits. But the figures of a good many in­
dividual districts do not support this deduction. 



• 
1a tb followaDJ table are gite.n the figq"-t 9f Cpqr• F• .... for all 

c!a.iricte:-

I 

I "' I Bobtalr 
I O•ra'oa 

' n.Jiu 
~ Kardl 
8 mbUia 

' a .... 
'l'oul O.lbl l>n·a~10• 

I IC ... 
t n i'rfar ... 

JO Jallu clar 
II La4b"-a 
II r~ 

T al Jallndar Dan.100 

... ... 

. .. 
r wwOit 

Ou 11 T tAL 

Ba. ... 
7 ,9i'. :il,~ 
5~,$95 ~u,7!d 
34,893 30,138 

1,35,600 1,23,.610 
63,7 51,097 

1,0'.?,0& ~.028 
~.038 26,918 

,751 4,16,eP7 

~.270 GlJ,SM 
~~~.6'i'!l 1,37,801 
1,28,211 J,~.a1 

1)5,016 oo.m 
I .~ 1,29,»64. 

• 
Dir.­
"-'• ... col._t .... .. _,_ 
-13, 
-j,al 

-11,180 
-li,eet 
-10,~7 
-1,110 

-81,7M 

+3 .. 15 
-e.oa? 
... ,,7&6 

+U,3U 

of Court-fue atampe bu 
ly . There are a11o 

( Ra. l O. 88 ) ia accouted for 
r t.wo probate applioatiou 

I large IDCreale (Ba. 12,219). 
, but. the1 were onJ1 eome 
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Julluudur, Ludbitina ~md Rawalpindi attribute their increases to the 
desire of usurers to obtain possession of mortgage lands, or to foreclose, before 
any Land Alienation Act can be passed; and in J ullundur the transfer of civil 
llppeals from Amritsar, Ludbiana and Ferozepore to the Divisional Court at 
Jullundur affected returns. 

The Chennb colony caused more demand in the Jbang District. 

In Montgomery, KohRt, Dera. Ghazi Khan and Muzaffargarh (and pro­
bably this was the case in Hazara and Peshawar) exoess purchases of Court-fee 
Jtamps by «r·o(Jicio vendors, in view of the reduction of the discount on sales 
ordered with effect from April 1900, are said to account for the apparently 
enhanced sales to tho public. The effect of tho reduction of discount on soles 
will be noticed further on. 

Sales in Dera Ismail Khan have declined by about Rs. 8,000. The high 
11ales for 1898-99 were mainly due to there having been 10,541 civil suits, valuing 
Rs. 8 lakhs, in that year compared with 8,241 suits, valuing Rs. 5,77,313, in 
1897-98. It is also said that people of Det·a Ghazi Khan, Muzaffargarhaud Bannu 
often buy their appeal stamps in Dera I amnii Khan and get their appeals to tho 
Commissioner and Divisional J udgEI drafted there. Theso facts may affect re­
turns somewhat. 

10. Tho following table shows that as the realisations from sales of 

Jt.cllitation• from the 3ale 
of 001J,rl-f•• •tatiiP' ant£ the 
numblf' of civilauila intti· 
lul1cl. 

Court-fee stamps declined from Rs. 27,30,128 (in 1898-99) 
to Rs. 26,94,094 in the year under report, the number of 
suits instituted declined, more or loss in proportion, from 
259,557 to 242,400. There has not been suoh a low 

number o£ suits for many years past. But the aggregate value of tho suits 
was high in comparison with the number :-

l 2 3 4o 5 6 
' ---------------- 1--------~------~---------1---------~-------

D IISORIP'riON. 

Value of Court-feo 

RECEIPTS FOil TJH; TE.t.RI!. 

1897-98. 1898-99. 1899-1900. 

PiRCINTAG! or JNCI'IUIII oa 
D.ECR£ASJ;. 

Columns I Columns 
2 and 3. 3 anci •· 

----- ----- ---
atamps sold ... Rs. 27,43,671 27,30,128 26,94,094• -·49 

Original suits f Number 271,641 

instituted. { Va.luo Rs., 2,26,57,966 

-··6 259,557 242,400t 

2,10,75;835 2,12,00,546 1 -7·5 

• l'hct10 figurea nro for the fino.noil\1 yenr. t Thoso figures nre for lbo calendar 1ear. 

11. In the sale of Court-fee stamps of over Rs. 10 in value there was no 
l!ar.ncr of decreQ•• ,:,. decrease in receipts, as the following table will show. The 

'"'"of Court.Jcutamp•. decrease occurred in respect of stamps of sma]] value :-

- ---A- DHESIV& LJ.IIELS OI'TORs. 6. STAia!PS- OV£11. TH~ VJ.LOI OJ' 
Total value Rs. 10 OPTO Ra. 1,000. 
of Court-fee Ye!l.l'. 
atamps sold. Number. Value. Number. Value. 

--·-------- -----
Rs. Rs. Rs. 

1898·00 ... •27,29,703 3,34.3,418 18,46,993 37,171 8,82,710 

1890-1900 •26,93,858 ~.25!3,037 18,10,528 37,088 8,83,~1 -----Difference -35,845 -90,381 -36,465 -83 +~20 

~ Th01o llgurea do not corroapond with the grand total of colnmaa 4 and 5 of the tablo in paragraph 9 1 th 
do ao~ mel ado tho vo.lno of Ooart.feo 1tampa eold in Kashmfr. a ay 
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12. The following table shows bow the account in respect of pauper 
~:J , , • .-~« uita stands:-..,.., 

PUTICC'LAU. 

D Ia f realinhon at eomm01c mcntoftht)<'IU' 

1-'K•b nllU during tho "J r .. , 

a .. u. 
Wri D oa 
Oala lt. tb nd of the r r ... 

011 D 

() lbi 

.lalla!War 

L~ 

1 

................ 
0.. 

0 tn t. 

••ptd ••tla taaprtleld Ia 

Drn: nro.un IN 11'"JUCn 
P.lt"Pin llTI1'0U BAD Jlll:lf 

Suoc raJ. Non·aaocCIII· 
fa I. 

n . Rs. 

13,20!! 19,547 

:i,OOI 6,03.') 

3,(117 1,028 

l ,(l.26 9,3CO 

12,067 16,094 

Total. 

n.. 

32,756 

11,03G 

4,6ii:i 

JO,DS6 

~9,061 

Buecndul. Non-tueces ful. 

11.. Rt. 

70 8.W 

2,8;7 657 

S& 1,46.1 .. , 9(H 

(j l,67g 

3,213 4178 

813 1401 

-76 1,236 

003 ~ 

increase in tbc amount 

h d bas ·nearJ1 howe an inerca in the number 
tbougb the number of cbequ 

99. 1m. 1ooo. 

-
... il, 1 ~.tu ........ ,... ••til '-' • I DCA impn~. 2.a,no ieO,I?l It .... , ........ ... a. . ~l,S:U 80,6U 
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Th 
· ( f R t 03 3-~6) under " Postage, ordinary," is remarkable. 

o mcroa.se 0 • ' ' · 18{'8 c:9 d 'th 1 "9"' 98 Thou lt there was a decrease of Rs. 62,143 m :-~ -~ compare Wl 
0 

, . • 

tl figure for tho year unucr report have now (hy Hs. 41 ,203) overtopped the 
fi~urogfor 1897-~ . It_ was. con~i_dereu that the figures for 1897-98 wore abnor· 
mal owing to the fronhor expedtbons. 

16. 'l'lJo statement o£ the charges of tho Department has been given 

C rgtl. 
iu paragraph 3 above . 

17• Tho departmental figures of stamp in co mho :u~dhexthponfiditure wf et·e_, ahs 
usual, compareu month by mont wtt e gure~ urms -

n o"calc""'"' 1 cite de- e·, by the Accountant General, Punjab, and all dtfference::l 
m •tal at:c unto .calk U • 'th 1 t' 

Oooull/lhll'URJRh Ar ounl duly reconciled. A detailed ~tatement WI exp ana lODS 
0Ji o of tbe differences found to exist at the close of the year 
1 given at the end of these no los. 

18. As to paragraph 9 of the Financial Commissioner's Review of 
the last report it may be stated that considerable attcn-

Stomp~ nd armn1rmcnl. tion was given during tho year to tbe stamp vend. 
nrrau,-rt•monts of individual districts, and in some districts (e, q., Feroi;epore) 
the J~unbcr of vendors bas been decreas~d by the Deputy Commissioner 
owing to remarks rnauo at inspections. 

'fho details of vend arrangements in each district are furnished in 
Appendix D. 'rhe statcmf'mt is an interesting one in view of the Govern­
ment of lnclin H.e olution No. b~~., dated 8tb December !899, which, with effect 
from 1st of April last, altered tbc rates of discount on vend of general stamps, 
nntl reduced tul'm in connection with Court-fee stamps. The Resolution further 
dir··ctcd that all vendors, and not only eaJ-oflicio vendors, should be allowed to 
('}1 Court-fee stamps. 

'l'ho 'frcasurers have hitherto in thi!'l province had th~ monopoly of vend 
(with little exception) of Court-fee stamps, as column 3 of Appendix D will 
show. They received rliscouut in this year to a figure of Rs. 36,300 (column 4) 
Pither directly or through their agents (who are mostly paid servants). This 
figure, if tho new rntes of discount had been applied, would have been reduced 
to R . 20,900, anll if all vendors had been allowed to sell Court-fcA stamps to 
much lo. s. 'l'horo woulJ thus have been an aggregate loss of Rs. 15,490 to the 
'frea urcrs of the Province, and as the rate of their salaries avera~es Rs. 50 per 
men~ em per eli trict, this loss is very considerable. 

In tho ca!le of "general stamps" tho Resolution enhanced the rate 
of discount on "impresF~ed ~ht>ctA," but reduced it in connection witb the other 
olnsse , viz., Notarinl, Foreign Bill, Share Transfer, and Bundi Stamps. A s 
the lntter classes aro sold ~olcl y by 'l'rcasurers or their agents, any gain 
from enhanced discount over " impressed sheets," sold by them and their 
gent i .. ?ounterbalanced, and c~lculation · m~de indicate thatJ the figure of 

Hs. 10,5t3 (colun~n 13, A P,I!C'_tthx D) wonld have considerably sunk had tbe 
now mtes been tu force. I bt ~ 1figure of Rs. J 0,573 shows the receipts by 
Treasurers and their agouts over vend of .. general stamps." 

Several petitions have heen · recei\"ed from Treasurers praying that 
n)l vcnllors may not be authorized ~ vend Court-fee stamps; and the ques­
tt_?n of enhance~ ~nlnry h~,s been rau~ed by way of protest against the re­
' 1 cd r of d1 count. :r he p~pcrs havo been forwarded to tho Financial 

ommis iouor. 

. . Ono fentur o£ the cnso. is that individual treasurers for all the 3l 
dr trtc ha\"c not to be dealt wtth. Ono firm in somo cases absorbs the post 
u£ '' ~·rc surer" in several di tricta. ~ 

19. .A n important ( ature f tb 
1 uq . o e y~ar was tho new Stamp Act (.Act II of 

P~ a11 J 1 ·). wht~h cnmo mto force from tho 1st J 1 1899 
n tlu br10f r po t 0 · · f u Y · 

introduo d by tl 0 n w .Act fi a UO lSCUSSlOn 0 the effect of changes 
tL t tho JlUbhcntton of 8 new s~~np bt pll&:ce. It m~y be n?ticed, however, 

nnua 1s necessanly cnta1lcd. 
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The revision of the whole of tbe lette:-press of the existing manual 
bns boon effected (in manuscript) by Mr. Webb, the Superintendent of my office. 
woo was put on special duty for the purpose in August to October last year. 

As soon as Government ~auctions and pnblishcs the revised rules for 
vend of Court-fee and Non-judicial stamps, which are before them, the print­
ing of tbe manual as revised will be taken iu hand. 

20. There have been no stamp frauds to report during the year under 
SIIIIIIP frtJUHI and """ report. There was a minor deficiency (Rs. GO) discovered 

lml~"''"t. in tho Rawalpindi 'l'rensury, whicL. bas already been re-
ported to Government, 

21. Revised rule 13 o£ the rules of tho Government of India for the 
·' bt 1 ,_ custody of stamps, isrmod with the PnnJ'ab Government 

C~t~loJif 01 rfc)u tl- cc~ N 'fi ' 1\.T 1396 d d } J . 
R#ga.lfriO/ alatllpiiOr.klill Otl catlOn ..L10. • ato 20tl uly 1899, reqmros 
1/&~ double-lock chambtr of that tho double-Jock registers of stamp Rtocks are never 
l~.e trea urv. to be allowed to leave the double-lock chamber. 

The only feasible way of meeting this order appears to ho fo1· a 
Treasury Officer when proceeding to the treasury to it:~sue stamps to iak1' 
with him a 'l'rensnry Clerk in ordet· tbaL the entries in the registc1s may 
be written np as the work o[ issue procee<ls. In heavy treasuries this 
dC't.aohment of a. Ulerk from the office during the busy part of the day may 

lead to necessity for addition to establishment. 

22. The numbHr of inspections o£ treasuries aml sub-treasuries done 
· during the yoar was as follows :-Tn•prc 1ons. 

By Superintendent of Stamp~ ... 

By Pct·sonal Assistant ... 

Totnl 

Trunsurictl. Sub­
Tt·cr~ uri~s. 

---------
16 J 1 

7 

23 

Lala Gobind Ram acted as Personal Assistant for Paudit Girclhnri L:tl 
f rom the 6th .May 1899 to tho 22nd January l 900, tha latter officer ha vit.g 
heen placed on _special duty in the IJahore District. 

These changes somewhat interfered with inspection programmes. 

LAIIOBJo:: 1 
Dated 31st May 1900. J 

c. G. p ARSOKS, MAJO.I!, 

Superintendent of Starnps, Punja&. 
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Stal.-nunt rteonctling d~tJeretlres betw1en the Dep,.rlmental and Accountant-General's 
figur'' fJj Rer.eipts during the year J 899-1900. 

..=...=:.-=- = 
Accountant-

Heads of a.cconnl8. Diatrict figures. Geue1·al 's Difference. 
No. figures. 

- ---
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. P· Rs. a.. P· 

(1) One-anna Receipt Stamps ... ... 1,47,447 0 0 1,47,447 10 0 -0 10 0 

Bills of Exchaugo or Ennuis ... 38,870 0 0 38,925 15 0 -55 15 0 
(2) ... 

Ot hor ,.cncr:ll stampf;, including Rs. 13,06,709 0 0 13,06,60i 5 0 +102 11 0 (:.I) 
25 w;rlh stnmps sold to Resident, 
K~tahmir. I 

(4) Court-fee s!RmpA, inclurling Rs. 2:36 26,94,094 0 0:26,9·1:,093 13 0 +0 3 0 
T.,Jue of ~tamps l!olrl to Rcsrdent, 

I Kashmir. 

(S)• Other items, inclntlingsto.mp duty ren.- 72,365 0 0 72,001 14 0 +363 2 0 
' lisod in co.~ h. pemLltics and miscello.ne-

008. 
8 - 482 6 8 (ti) I Court-fee rcnlised on account of 4,645 0 0 5,127 6 

pauper· snit ... including other items . 
1 aubordinnte to X VI A.-L&w and I J usticc. ----- ------

Total ... . .. 42,64,130 0 042,64,202 15 8 -72 15 8 

(1 ). 

(2). 

- -
No remark~:~. 

The difference of Rs. 55-15-0 more shown by Accountant-General is explained 
thus-
Rs. 6 and Rs. 47 on account of sale proceeds of notarial stamps realised in the 
Kohlit District during the months ot February and March 1900 were errone­
ously included by tho Account Department under sales of Bills of Exchange 
o•· Hundis instead of under b ead "other General Stamps." Accounta.nt­
Genrr:ll hM been asked to transfer these amounts from the former sub-head 
in his final accounts. There will thus remain an unreconciled difference 
of Rs. 2-15-0 which is due to fl'actions of a rupee below 8 annas beingomitted 
in tho departmental accountR. 

After tha adjustment referred to in paragraph (2) above has heE'n effected the 
total difference onder (3) wilt be one IJf Rs. 49-11-0 only less shown by 
Accountant-General. In adjustment of this difference the follow in.,. tl'ans-
Iers have been ordered and are pending :- "' 

Rs. 50 on account of refund of advance to Sub-Postmaster, Rawalpindi 
District, which was durin~ March 1900 erroneously credited to "other 
itcu1s" subordinate to heat! "miscellaneous" will be transferred to "other 
General stamps." 

Hs. 5 and Rs. 2, respec tively, relating to the Jhelum and Gnjrat Districts • 
wcro erron.-.on<~ly credited ilnring- the last quarter of the yeR.r to "other 
items" subordinate to" duty on impressing documents." 'l'hese items will 
be trnll~;ferred 1o "other general stamps." 

These adjustments will leave Accountant-General's figures Rs. 7-5-0 in Pxcess 
of tho departn;Antnlncconut-;. This excess is attributable to fractions of a 
rupee below nnoas 8 being omitted in the departmental returns. 

~ . No rPmarks. 

5 • After th~ trnnsft•r of Rs. 57_ referred to in (3~ above Las been effected, the 
total d1fference uoder th1s sob-bead will be Rs. 420-~-0 less shown by 
Accouotaot-General. 

1'hill ,Jifference is accounted for as follows :-

Hs. 3 !l-9-0 credited on account of law charges by the L 1 R L 

1 H 30 t f £ ega. emem..,rancer nt 11. on accoun o eet> for duplicate r t d · · 
,.r•tcre have been crodlted to bead "XVI A lLenses gdaJ e . to petttwn-
1\ll thlll!e itf'me have in the departruental retu .- a.w a~ usti~e,'' w~erE'­
IRncoua other items." Tbie leav rns ~een I?cluded 1n "mlscel­
only between the tlfo sets of accoue:ts~n unreconctled difference of a!lnas 9 



(6). 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
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The A~coaotant-General'a figures under tLis head are mado up as follows:­

Coart-!Pt•'l rc!\h<u~d in cub on B<X'Oilllt or pauper auita 
PrO<·<·~··~Prvt'ls' fct:s 
Otllet· itews 

Tolr.l 

Rn. 1\, p. 
~.63:! 9 ~ 

7S -1. l) 

~H) 9 u 

The figure• nn ncro•mt nf (a) in tho l1PpartmPntnl returns nmnunt. to 1~~. 4.1it'i, 
1 (' u r Its. I :!-ti- ~in ClX<.'11~8 of thtl Act'•lllllta.nt-GeoMnl'~ fiJ!Ilrm•, rmrl tltt4 
ddit •uro is 110 dnuhe tluo tn tllll frn,.tinn~ uf a. rupt~e u'/OL' ~ auna!S b.,iug 
tnken 1\~ u rupee iu the depart:ncntal uccnuuts. 

(11). A~ re::arda pruce,.s·servors' !cl'll tho Stamp Department has no concl·rrt 
with these reteipta. 

(r), A" explainn1l in (;>) th•• itl'tn nf !l'l, ·il!) !).') i:i inclu•led in departmental 
tigurt·~ under ht>ad" ~li~c••lluncon!l." 

Stlll,.mt!nl r~>con··ili.ng ,/~ffel'l'tlUS beftllt'81l tlul TJept7rlmmt,zl rrnrl Ai!.:tlii/J 1n.nl-nut"r•tl'.1 
figrtrell of upMd if ltl'e (fi -8ttunp<~) itlC•tl·re I ill t ,,,. l 1twjn.IJ cl~tring th~ ycrJ r I H!J0-1900. 

DPpRrt- Arc•lllnbnt-
No. Ilt-Rd~ of l~:~:penditnro. lllt'lltll l 0 unc•r1d 't1 Difference. 

lij;Ul"l;l!, fij;lll'Ct!. • --------- ---- -
n~. RH. 1\. p. Rs. a. p 

(I) Discount on BRio of gcncnt.l stamps 

(:J) Di~count on salo of Court-foo stamptl 

5;),215 

37,180 

55,21!) 10 

:17,182 11 

6 +~ lO 6 

1 +2 11 1 

(:l) f)j.,tric•t contiO,Iri'IIC'i!'!l f\00 postngP, illl•)ntl­
iu~ ~l"'"hl t•::ot.1ltll~hment llll.nctioucd fut' 
lloshi;lrput· and J ullundm·. 

(·~) RcfnnJ~ 1\:td drawuacks (He venue Refunds) 
~tu.rup.~. 

( 1) !lUll (2) cnll for uo rcrn:ll'kil. 

2:J,OL3 25,213 

4q,OI :J 4.8,4~'3 

7 (j + !70 7 G 

1 11 +·US 1 11 

(J) 1f tlte departmonlnl U..{Ul'I"S hero llll'o•d by n~. 5-6-0, being- cn•h rPCOVPI'iA'J 
on account of rr~•ght of •t:1mp bo:·w~, tho cliffdrencfl will btl Rs. I 7,).};3.tj, 
'l'ho Accountant-Gonnrl\1 hus, howt•vot·, betJn reqne•tol to roduco hi'! 
fignrt>s by R!'. 17d-8-3 nu account o£ cerbt.iu adjnstrnents n"ct>ll~nry in tho 
di~:ricts of Kangra, ll:t:r.:lr.• n11d Gurga·m. 'Vhen thPsa are made n. 
differanc~ of U:~. !!-JO.!) nnly will rcmni••, which i~ 1tscribcd to fractions of a 
rnpeo over 8 ann as b~iug reckoned as a rupee in the departmental figures. 

(") If.tht~ rii~tric& fi,g•1re:1 !m r·duccl hy R!'!. 0-11-3 on ncc0nnt of ca!llt 
recovarit-11, tho c! ifftlrence 1<1 b<J t.>Xplain~d will amount to H~.42·'· I 3-2 : the 
Account·•ut-GeuPral, Punjnb, hM, ltnwevPr, beeu rt>qne~tt~d t11 dPdnct from 
his accounts itPms aggrPgating to lh. ::IS'i -14-0 on Recount of adjustments 
Decell~ary in several district~ of the Province. \\'hpn these adjn!ltrnents 
aro effected thl'fe will reuwin a diffcreaco of I' s. 3t). I 5·2 more shown by 
tho Accountnnt.-General, which i11 l''•rtly d110 to ddT~renct~s of Rf'. I nncl 
under D<~t ueing ncJj ll!!ted hy that dficer, ani partly to sums U[Jdar eight 
aooas bt:ir.g neglected in the df'partrueot;,} figcns. · 
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APPENDIX A. 

fiTATElU:~"T SROWI~G TllE RECEIPTS A'~D CHARGES A~"D OTHER P.\RTICOLAaS O:t l'BE PD!'JAB .5TAKP DEPA.RTME}."T FOR TW: YEARS lstlS.OO AND 1&19·1 
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~ APPENDIX B. 
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