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BURMA GAZETTEER 

NORTHERN ARAKAN DISTRICT 
(OR ARA.KAN HILL TRACTS). 

1. - Physical Description. - An inland str tch of 
mountainous countrr wl1ich forms the northern di:-trict of the 
Arakan Divi~ion of Lower Burma. It is situated between 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Eastern Bengal ancl the Chin 
Hi\\s, and forms parl o[ lhe sami> hi\\ system as these two 
areas and as the Lushai llills of Assam, of which it is in 
poi11t of fact the most southerly portion. It lies between 
20° 44' and 20° 3 1>' N. and 92° 35' and 93 45' E. with a 
total area, excludinti unadmini"tercd tracts, o[ 1,500 square 
miles. 

At its northernmost point the boundary of the Northern Bo 
Arakan District commences with a line running due east rie 
and west from Kalelwa on the Kaladan ri\•t.r. To the 
westward tJ1e line runs to the border of the Chittagong 
District, a distance as tl1e crow Ries of about 20 miles. 
To the east ward it runs to the eastern \\ atershed to the 
"Buckataung" hill. It then runs in a south-easterly 
direction to the Kyaukpandaung ran6e ti\\ it reaches a 
plateau of the same name 41500 feet abO\ e the sea level, after 
which it proceeds nearly rast, crossing tile Mi chatmK at a 
spot from 8 to 10 milts above the present Police Post of 
Sarni. The line then continues in the same dirt.ction, and 
after crossing the Sarni chamzg, takes a south-easterly 
direction ti\\ it reaches a spot 011 the Peng river Io miles 
above the Peng Police Po,t, after which it proceeds in a 
southerly direction, crossing first the Sei k cJ1a1111g and then 
the L emro river some 10 to 15 miles further on. From this 
point the line then continues due south to the junction of 
the Maw and Seng rivers. An imaginary line should then 
be drawn due we,,t from this point to lhe Lemro Police Post 
which line is then continued west for S or 6 miles beyond 
the Lemro to a range or hills along which it then proceeds 
due north for a distance of about 16 miles, when its direc-
tion is again changed to the west, past the Kaladan Police 
Post as far as the Maw-Dok range of hills, being the 
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watershed of the Pi charmg and situated about 4 miles 
beyond the Pi chaung. An imaginary line is then drawn 
due north along the Maw-Dok range till it meets the 
western line from Kaletwa to the Chittagong border. 

The district from end to end is hilly and consists of 
parallel ridges of sandstone, covered with dense tree and 
bamboo jung1e. It is drained by the mountainous torrents 
which form the feeders of its two main streams, the Lemro 
and the Kaladan. The general trend of the ridges, north 
and south, is parallel to the coast line, which at its nearest 
lies about 50 miles to the west. The valleys are £or the most 
part nMrow and confined, &nd wherever the rivers that 
they conduct to the sea haYe been deflected sharply from 
their southerly course, the gaps in the main chains are 
clearly traceable. The height of the more important ranges 
averages from 31000 lo 31500 feet, and that of the Kyauk­
pandaung range is 4,500. 

ched The Kyaukpandaung plateau or peak is a very conspic-
s. uous flat-topped hill in Arakan visible from nearly every 

high point on the Yoma and Victoria ''atersheds. Water 
is procurable on the lop, and there is a mule road or track 
over it from Paletwa to Sarni. Ilelio communication be­
tween Sarni I 'olice Post and l'aletwa vicl K yaukpandaung 
and to the other parts of the district could easily be 
maintained. A signalling map of Kyaukpandaung drawn 
by Captain G. C. Rigby may be found in his "History 
of operations in Northern Arakan and the Yawdwin Chin 
Hills, 1896-97.'' 

s. 

Captain Rigby says: "Kyaukpandaung hill near Sarni is 
visible in clear weather (distance b:.! miles). Communication 
could be established through That Ka Daung bill above 
Pengwa Guard (-lo miles)-to Kyaukpandaung (28 miles), 
to hill above Paletwa ( 14 miles)." A magnificent "iew of 
the surrounding country north, south, east and west can be 
obtained from Kyaukpandaung. 

The Kaladan river enters the Northern Arakan District 
from the Lushai Hills at its most northerly point ; it 
traverses the western portion, JHSses l\alc:.:twa Police Post 
Daletme Police-station and Paleb,a, the District ll ead~ 
quarters, '"bich is pe:ched prdtily situated on its right 
bank in a narrow valley, and not far below this point 
crosses into the Akyab bistrict. From l'aletwa southwards 
it is na,·igable for steam-launches and for la1 ge boats for 
about "! 50 miles Jrorn Akyab. The name Kaladan is derived 
from "dan" a place and ''Kala'' a forei a ner, as it was on 
this river that the Kings of Arakan located their Bengali 
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slaves. The tide is felt as far north as Kondaw, a 
Chaunglha village situated r 5 miles above Paletwa. Above 
this the rivt;r is a succl'ssion of rapids and shallows, whilst 
above th,. Sulla stream the bed is excessively rocky. Its 
principal tributaries are the Sulla, which joins it about 
12 miles above Kaletwa Police Post, the Halet, the Kalet, 
the Palet, the Kin and the Mi, which also receives the 
Sarni and the Pi. The vall ys of the Palet and Kin are 
fertile and open and a good quality of tobacco is now being 
grown there. The banks of the Mi are inhabited chiefly by 
Mros as far north as the 1 ivcr's junction with the Sarni ; the 
narrowness of its valley, however, affords but little space for 
tobacco cultivation, as is the case also with the Sarni. 
Tribes of Shandns a~e located to the far north on the head 
waters of the Mi, or as it is sometimes called the Tishi, 
whilst to the south-west are found a small tribe of Kaung­
tsos. With the exception of a few miles abo\'e its junction 
"ith the Kaladan, the i\Ii is a VLT)' shallow and impracticable 
stream. ·1 he Pi, which runs parall• l to the K1ladan un the 
west, is navigable for large boats up to the latitude of the 
Ka\adan Ci\ ii Police outpost, and thence is a small mountain 
torrent flowing through a country inl:abited by l\Iros aud 
Kam is. 

The Lemro has its sources in the Eastern Yoma mountains, 
the watershed between Arakan and UpFcr Burma, some 
distance to the no rth of the latitude of Daletme, and aftl r a 
course due south for about 60 miles, is join('d by the Pi from 
the east, and turning westwards receives the waters of the 
Or from the north and then, after runninR south and wt st for 
about 8 miles, it takes an abrupt turn to tl1e north and 
receiYe5 the waters of the I-en~ . On the hC'ad watus of 
these streams reside tribes of the Chins and ~handus of 
whom little is known, but below their junc.lions are tributary 
Chins whose villages are found from this point south to 
within a few miles uf old Arakan, or as it is now called 
.Myohoung. On the Ru stream are three or four villages of 
Mros who settled there by permission of the Chin clan who 
claimed that part bdore it was administered from Northern 
Arakan. The Lemro at its mouth is much silted up and the 
tide ascends only a few miles, so that in the dry \1eather 
small boats a lone can pass up, whilst in the rains the current 
is Yery rapid. Above the mouth of the Ru, the Lemro is 
joined from the east by two large streams, the Wet and the 
Seng, which receive the greater part of the drainage from 
the south-east ; the valleys through which they flow are 
sparsely inhabited by Chins. 
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The soi ls a rc all fo r tl e most part composed of red clay 
and gra"d, and are by no means rich i n organic or any other 
matter c xccpt along the banks of streams and valleys. 

~l uch of the ground under cultivation is o[ such an 
extrLmely steep nature, that "ith \'e y heavy rain the loo~c 
soil could hardly fail to be wa,h d oil the face of the hills. 

The result is that signs of earth erosion may bt seen on 
a ll sides, and so serious are the strides taken by it here that 
it was found ne essary to take sttps to stay 1t in order to 
save Government buildings. 

imate 
d 
linfall. 

The climate is notoriously unhealthy, esj'ecially in the 
valleys and along the river banks, 011 ing to malaria conse­
quent on the vast extent of uncleared jungle on all sides, 
and to fogs which arc prevalent throughout the year, and to 
constant severe changes of temperature. ~larch, April, 
May, June and Uctober are especially deadly months. 
Du ing the cold season, from No,·ember to the end of 
February, the weather is very pleasant and dist inct ly chilly 
at night and in the early morning. The rainfall aYerages 
from 1::0 to 130 inches Cyclon< s occur at intervals and 
slight earthquake i- hocks haYe occasionally been felt, whilst 
serious floods occur once eYery 8 or 10 years. During the 
year 1906 the Lower Lem ro Police-station was nearly 
washc d aw~y by the Lemro river, whilst the barraeks of 
the n en at S: mi wer•~ entirely demolished by the flooded 
state of t 1 e ;\Ji and Sami m·ers. Much harm was also then 
done to riverside culti' ation. 

t. 
I 
~ 

empcr· 
ture. 
rumi· 
ity. 

Vinds. 

.ieology. 

Th ... t rmperature varies {rom 58° to 103°, extr emes \\:hich 
are attained in January and May respectively. 

0\\ ing to showers of rain and fogs at various 
intervals througnout t he ye:ir, the air is fairly humid except 
during April and May, when e,·erything is burnt up by the 
sun's rays. 

Severe \\ inds and bail slorrrs which occur during 
F ebruary and .\I arch often do much d,1mage to tobacco 
c rops, buildings, and pigs and prultry. The se\erest hail 
storm c::ve r experienced in this district occ1! rrLd during the 
year 1913 when harl stones o f an immense sizL fell. 

The geology of t he District has as yet rcct ivcd very 
little attention, but the rocks composing the hill ranges 
w~ic:h form its ch ief feature, are in a/I pro~ability tertiary 
with some p l'rhaps of cretac"ous a~. Spee r mens of lignite 
have hec n obtained, but no good ev1aence as to t he existence 
of coal has been pro,iuced. The cliffs of K yaukpandaung 
are of a flake shell-like consistency which a re continually 
falling off and crumbling away in large flakes. 
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Little is known of the flora, but as these hills are a Flora.. 
-continuation or the 5011th Lushai Hills system," e ma) regard 
the flora as identical with that of those hills. The forests 
are con~tituted of such trees as 1

• Diplerocarpns lurbi natus," 
"Sauranja punduana,'' 1• Schima \Vallichi," "Duabanga 
sonncratioides," and se' era! ~pecies of figs; "hile palms 
such as "Pinanga," "Caryota," '· Licuala" and " C;ilamus" 
are dcubtless frequent. Bamboos are e\erywhtrc plentiful 
and arc rafted down in large quantities lo Akyab, down all 
the principal streams. Tbe revenue colledt d on bamboos 
vari.es {rom four to fin: or six thousand rupees annually. 
Teak springs up readily everywhere and abounds at 
Palctwa, Daletme and Sa mi, and would, if plan1 ed out 
into plantations and tended, give eventually a very 
good return. Cinnamon tr, es and dwarf oaks are met 
with on Kyaukpandaung \1il\. Sevtral full-sized cinnamon 
trees are now standing in I alelwa where they 
were planted experimentally many years :igo. Sweet 
limrs, !-haddocks, limes and mangoes would all do 
well Jiere if the tr cs were only pro1 erly attended 
to. 

Goats, pigs, hill and low-land cattle and a few buffaloes Fauna. 
are bred principally by the tribt s that they may be used for Cattle. 
sacrificial purposes sol<.:ly. The hill cat• le (Burmese) 1' Taung 
N11a," or as they are called •· Mithun" or Gaval, are br..: d 
principally by tl1e Kamis and other hill tribes. These 
anir.1als, the bulls of which are Yalucd at from Rs. So 
to Rs. 100 each, are rarely found in Chaungtha or Arakanese 
villages. The origin o[ these fine animals has not 
been clearly traced. They are said lo be tlie offspring 
some generations back of the common cow and " Bos 
gaurus '' or Indian bison, but the question of its breed seems 
to be still an open one. \Vere the people not to slaughter 
their hill cattle for sacrificial purposes in certain portions of 
the Hill Tracts as soon as they rt ach a mature age, there is 
no douH that solitary bull bison, by interbreeding with the 
cows, would in time considerably impro1 e the breed. 
Unfortunately no sooner dors a hill bull or cow beain lo reach 
maturity than it is considerrd ready to be sacrifi~ed, in ract, 
the larger the bull o r cow killed, the higher is the owner 
held in the estimation of those invited to the feast. The 
result, so far as the quality, size and breeding of these animals 
is concerned, is, as can be imagined, that improvement is 
considerably retarded . Gaur or bison, again, are becoming 
scarce, and until quite recently tht>y were everywhere being 
systematically and ruthlessly hunted and shot down regardless 
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of sex or size, and the fact that they rarely enter a cultiva­
tion. Parasites or ticks infest all the cattle in Northern 
Arakan and do a great deal of harm to young animals many 
of whom, <:specially young goats and calves, succ~mb to 
their sufferings. It is not possible to walk through the 
short grass in the middle of Paleb1 a town even without 
finding a number of thtse animals attached to one's boots 
and neth<:r garments. English dogs have to be very 
carefully tended, otherwise they suffer terrible torture and 
lose weight. 

Game. The wild animals found include the elephant, the rhinoceros 
(one variety only " Rhiuoceros sondaican ''), the gaur (these 
two last-named are now becoming ,·ery scarce\, 11ild boar, 
barking deer, sambhur, three varietils of leopard. the bL1ck, 
the common, and the clouded, the tiger, the bear, the binturong 
or bear cat, otter, several species of wild cat, and two 
species of flying squirrel. A few hog deer are occasionally 
put up in the hrn"y grass in the valleys, but they are far 
from plentiful, indeed. the same remarks are applicable to all 
the dLer tribe of this district. There are three or four 
species of monkeys, including the Lungoor, Gibbon and 
common brown pest which enter and destroy crops. The 
red Arakan scrow, another larger species of serow of a 
darker colour, and the goral ·are to be met with along the 
slopes and cliffs wl1ich face for several miles the rock~· 
l1eights of J<yaukpandaung, an eminence or rocky plateau 
situated some 41500 feet above sea Je,el some 25 miles to the 
east of Palelwa. Woodcock are occasionally mf't with 
along the wooded slopes, hill streams, and valleys sur­
rounding- Kyaukpandaung and other neighbouring heights. 
\ Vith rhe exception of jungle fowl, game birds arc scarce 
e\·erywhere. Geese, duck, ttal and snipe are conspicuous 
by their absence, but the large imperial pigeon and the 
common green variety arc not uncommon. The argus 
pheasant and the common black variety are occasionally 
seen but arc by no means plentiful. Peafowl, although 
plentiful in other districts, have nc,·er been seen or heard of 
in Northern Araka11. Two or three species of horn bill 
are fairly common. 

?Fish. All the streams, especially in their upper reaches 
" here rocks, rapids and deep pools arc met with, abound in 
Mahsir and other fish. T he best rivers for i\1ahsir are 
undoubtedly the Kaladan and Lemro above Kaletwa Police 
Post, and at Lower Lc mro, and between that Police-station 
and Peng11a, and at the junction of the Peng and Lemro 
s treams. 
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II. History and Archceology.- Prior to r784, when Hi~ 
.\rakan was conquered by the Burmans, the Arakan Hill 
Tracts had always paid tribute to tl~ e Kings of i\rakan who 
administered it through the aid of the Chit:fs of the Yarious 
tribes recognized by them. In 1826, a[ter the fir~t Burmese 
war, the Arakan Hill Tracts, with the rest of the Arakan 
Division, came into the po-session of the British. The Hill 
Tracts then became a portion of th .. Akyab District. 

The Hill Tracts formed for many years portion of the 
Akyab District. Inhabited by wild tribes continually at feud 
with each othc r and committing raids not only in the hills, 
but occasionally in the Lon er and more ci,·ilizcd country to 
the south, it was found impossible for the local Officers 
to do more than make occasional expeditions fo r the punish­
ment o( maraudc1s. (Accounts of these various expeditions 
and the result achieved may be obtained by a perusal of 
l\lajor\\'. G. Hughes' \\Ork on the Hill Tracts of Arakan, 
published in i ~8 r, and the reports on the i\dministration of 
the Hill Tracts of Northern t\rakan from 1870 to 1877, and 
subsequent ieports on the Administration of tl'e Chin 
Hills.) 

In 1865, in order to bring the country more under control, 
the Hill Tracts \\ere separated from the Akyab District and 
made the separate charge of a Suplrintcnd..:11t. 

ln 1868, in order to encourage trade and traffic with the 
hill tnbes and gradually to win ti em over to a more peaceful 
attitude tO\\ards the people of the plains, a market was 
established at l\lyauktaung aLout 68 mil< s north of Akyab, 
and the Suµcrinlcnd~ nt ff.ade his ht adquarters at this 
place. This market pro,·ed a great success, and the bill 
people soon learnt to do a large trade in sessamum, cotton, 
tobacco and othu hill produce with dealers from Al;) ab. In 
I 876 new arrangements being founJ r ecessary, the Superin­
tendent's headquarters were moved from :\Iyauktaung at the 
foot o{ the hills to Paletwa, about .to miles further north, 
where they still rc:main and where they arc more central. 

Since then Myauktaung has been detached from the Hill 
Tracts and added to the Akyab District. 

Shops or rnclosed bazaar stalls in charge of Chittagonian 
"bunyas" are now in full workin g order at the folio" ing 
Police Posts in this district, v£z., Ka\ctwa, Daletme, Sarni. 
Lower Lemro and Pengwa. Other Ch ittag< nian shops have 
also been established at tlie fol/owing vill;iges, 1 iz., Ngadet, 
Tarwanaing-bcdon and Nga Myin Thaung. These !>hops 
are patr·rnized by all the tribesmen from far and near, from 
both the unadmrnistered as well as the administered area. 
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Salt, ford stuff~, wearing apparel and dry goods of all 
descriptions are purcha:;ed. Military bugles of French 
manufacture, co,ting from Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 each, are fancied 
and in great request uy tbe Shandus who consider all 
calls or sounds emitle1l from the instrument good music and 
worth listenin.J to. J'he,,e Chittagonian stall-keepers appear 
to he doing well, for several of them have recently been 
c n larging their premises. There is a large dry goods bazaar 
at Paletwa, but all the shops and trade are in the hanls of 
Chittagonian bunyas or traders who buy up all the tob:icco 
and rice they can lay their hands on, for little appears to be 
done in this respect by the hill pcorlc :ind Chaungthas them­
selves. The people cannot, although it is badly needed, be 
persuaded to bring in their yegebbles and fruit once or 
twice a w<'ek b Paletwa for sail! in an open bazaar, ;is there 
is apparently no inducement for them to <lo so and not 
sufficient dLmand. This is probably due to the sparsene:>s 
of the population and to the fact that the local people, 
especially the Chaungthas, are not \\Cil enOu,Jh off to make 
it wurth the ,,hile of the tribespeople to bring in p roJu, e 
for sale. Neither bread nor butchers' meat is obtainable here 
for the same rC'ason. 

·1 he country has been gradually settling down and 
friendly rdations with tr:im(ronlier Chiefs and the ir p"ople 
have been steadily improving. 

c- The .'\rakan Hill Tracts is 11ot rich in arcl1a::ological 
matters. 

Tl ere is ru11ly nothing of archa!ological interest to be 
mrt with anywhere within the Arakan Hill Tracts with th.! 
exception of two old pagodas ~ituated on 1 he toµ of inac­
cessible hills on·rlooking the Kal:idan river, vi::., the U Tha 
Lin and Kon Daw pagodas. The fir~tnamecl is situated 
43 miles from l 'alet1\ a, whilst the second i.; di..,tant some 
26 miles. These two shrines, which are much reycrenced 
by t he Arakanese and Chaungthas in the nei~hbourhood, 
were said to have J,een erected by So ~le Gyi, the Chief 
Queen of King Min Pa Loung of Arakan, who ''as also the 
builder of the famous Urittaung pagoda situated on the 
w<>stern b:ink of the K:iladan r ivtr. 

Arch<£ological 1emains amongst the 'arious hill tribes, 
who are entirely spirit worshippers, and ''ho use bamboo 
only for building purposes, arc con-;picu ius by their absence. 

:al. An account of the disturbance between the K 6ns and 
Shandus and the circumstances which led up to it ar.d 
''hich culminated in the dcath!I of 26 Shandus of the 
Sabong tribe may be found in the '·Reports on the 

• 



Northern Arakan District. 9 

Administration of the Chin Hills for the years 1qo6-07 and 
1907-08." 

This disturbance necessitated the holding o[ a meeting 
between lhe Superintendents, Lushai and Chin Hills, 
and the Deputy Commissioner, .Northern Arakan, for the 
purpose of not on'y settling the feud between thP. two 
contending parties, but in order that a report might also be 
drawn up and submitted to Government as to the advi~a­
bility of adding t o ~ orthern Arakan some 2,000 square 
miles o{ hitherto unadministered terri tory situat1 d to the 
north and east o[ Kaletwa. The mel'ting was held at the 
transfrontier village of Lake Chief Washaung in D cember 
I907, and reports were submitted in due c.- urse by the 
offict"rS concern"d. The matter of acquiring the new ter­
ritory referred to is now under consideration. 

III.-The People.-The population of the area under 
administration was 8,790 in 1872; 141499 in 1881; q,628 in 
1891, and 20,682 in 19or. The figures for the enumerations 
prior to 1901 are, however, of questionable value. 

There are no towns, and the number of thr villages 
according to the census of 1901 wa;; 27 only,-the to:al in 
reality is now 334,-but outlying 'illagcs or hamlets were 
combined for ccn..,us purroses under their respective head­
men who then numbered 27, now 28. A hamlet, however, 
is sometimes composed of cnly one or two houses. The 
population of Paletwa, the district headquarters, was only 
48x. The density o[ -popu\ation (rathl.!r less than 14 
persons per square mile) is lower than that of any other 
distriLt in L0wLr ilurma, except :O.Iergui. The people have 
appctrently incrr a,e.J very rapidly betwel'n 1891 and 1901, 

but the earliLr enumeration was admittedly dt'feclive. 
The trib1·s residing within the administered area may be Race 

, classified as follows:- occup 
(1) Kamis. (S) Chaws. tion. 
(2) :\lros. {6) Khaungtsos. 
(3) Chaungthas. (7) Ahnus. 
(4) Chins. (8) Koos. 

The principal races are, however, the Kamis, the l\lros, 
the Chaungthas and Chi~. The other four tribes are hardly 
worth mentioning, as talung th~m altogether they do not 
aggregate more than probably six or seven hundred people. 

The Kamis, who numbered 13,300, form more than half Kami 
the population . They are a hill community speakin~ .a 
dialect allied lo Chin, and are no doubt themselves of Chin 

stock· 
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_ Three or four gu1erations ago they d1rell in the moun­
tain ran~es to the north-east, but ha1 ing quarrelled with 
their neighbours, the .Shand us, they were driven cown towards 
the Kaladan riYer. Like all the hill people they are di\"ided 
into c I ans, and doubtless in their original habitat had their 
own lands and obeyed influential heads oi < IJns. Their 
forced immigration has destroyed all this however, and now 
they are scattered and confused though keeping together in 
villages composed for the most part of members or the same 
clan under a Chief or "Taung Min" whose office is gene­
rally hereditary. "Taung Min" is a Burmese word derived 
from "Taung" a hill, and '' .\1 in "a chief. Their own word 
for chief is •·Ah Raing." The name Kami is the one by 
which they call ti emselve:; and means ''man." 'I he Bur­
mese, howe,er, as is their wont, have seizell upon the pecu­
liaritv of their dress which hangs down behind like a tail 
and ~dapting the word "Kami" to their own languagt>, 
ma!:e it into ,, K II e ill i " from " K we JI a dog, an· 1 ,, l\Ii " a 
tail. In features, language an<l manners, they arc or the 
same family as the Burman. 

The dress o[ the male Kami is a long homespun cotton 
cloth .. bout one foot in width, which is passed se1eral times 
round the wai!:>t and once between the legs, the coloured end 
hanging down in front and behind. The hair is knolled 
O\"er the front part of the head, and a long twisted \V hite 
cloth is bound round the head so a.s t0 make a turban, stand­
ing 11·ell up over the forehead. This adds to the height 
and sets them off to grt-al advantage. They are generally 
well s1·l up and muscular, but van gn:atl y in stature. T hey 
are wary and occasionally deceitful. "Their distrust is the 
result of th• ir dealings 11 ith people who they kno ,\" deceive 
them and if once co 1\inccd that you will keep vour word 

I I/ G • 
they wil\ always trust you. enerally speaking they are 
more oper. to improvement than any of the other tribes, not 
even excepting the Chaungthas, an,! there can be no doubt 
that they are now fully ab\ to understand the benefits of 
peace and trade, and arc desirous of changing their former 
predatory habits. 

The !\fros, wi th a popu lation of 2 15001 arc also a hill 
t ribe, and like the Kam is in a low state of civilization. The 
language spoken by them is more closely all ied in some way 
to Burmese t_han to Chiu, ~ut thc_y are probably closely 
connected with t he K am1s ethnically. T hei r mannt>rs 
customs and religion a.~c identical, ~ncl their language differ~ 
from that of the Kam1s only as d1akcts of the same lan­
guage. The Mros " ear but a small blue waistcloth about 
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-l inches wide and arc not particular as to their headdress 
or prr~onal appearance. Their houses, lo 1, are sm'lll, and 
although they are all-round better workers and cultivate 
larger clearings than the Karn is, the desire for improvement 
is perhaps not so great. The \\omen 0£ bo\h lnbt s dress 
almost exactly like. A short dark-blue cloth rtaching to the 
knee and open at the side is fastened round the waist with 
a belt of cords covered t'ither with large beads, or copper 
rings. Qyer the bn:ast and shoulders two small strips of 
cloth worked \\it h btads or other fancy work are generally 
\\Om. Many o[ lhl' men now, bO\\P\er, as \\Cl\ as the 
women, are taking to Chaungtha mode of d·e~s so far as 
the white cotton jack?t and the sd:.: " Pawa" or ~haw) is 
concerned. The lattt r is tied round the head to set off the 
coiffure. .-\ few o[ th1.: men "ho hav~~ long been in touch 
with their Arakanese brethren also wear the long" loon­
gyi 11 or loin cloth. Unlil,e the men, tht- women of all the 
tribes are \Cry squarely bu ilt , but the habit of carrying very 
heavy weights on th<:ir I acks in baskets with a b;incf passing 
over their foreheads up precipitous hill path~, make them 
walk with a constrained and waddling gail. Some, when 
young, are good looking, but co1stant labour and exposure 
soon destroys their personal appearance. The .\lrC'ls live on 
the 11i, a tributary of the Ka\adan, and on some streams to 
the south and appear to be looked upon by t he others as 
inferior to themselves. Like all the hill tribls, the 1\1rosare 
not very cleanly in their habits and have the usual avt.rsion 
to water. lt used to be their custom to form a nest as 
nearly musket prnof as l\H:y could make il, on some high 
tree con~ccte<l "ith the ground by a bamboo ladder, in 
which men, 11 omen and children took refuge in case of 
attack, cutting away the ladder after they had ensconsed 
themselves in their pnch. This practice has now died out 
owing to the freedom from danger which they now en joy. 

The Chaungtl1as, with a populati:>n of 1, I oo, are now only Chaung 
found in the valleys o{ the district. In manners and cus- thas. 
toms and language thev diITcr but little from the Arakanese 
and Burmese, and belong to the great Burman family. 
" Chaungtha" simply means ''the s0n of the river," from 
" Chaung" river and "Tha" son. They arc a quiet, plea-
sant, lazy people more like the Burman than the Arakanese 
in disposition, but not so well set up o r a.s good looking. 
Their dress consists of the Arakanesc wa1stcloth of dark 
home-spun cotton and the white turban, the hair being tied 
in a knot on the top of the head. The women wear the 
Arakanesc petticoat which is the same as the Burmese save 
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that it comes further rou nd so as nol lo expose the leg in 
"alking. Tile colours, however, are sad, :ind throughout the 
whole Arakanese family. especially amongst the women, 
there seems to be a want of appn ciation or the har·nonious 
blending of gorgeous colours so dear to the heart and eye 
of the Ea!>tern Burmans. Tattooing is practiced, but not as 
in Burma, the utmost being a frw charms on the back, 
shoulders, legs or arms. Though professedly Bur:ldl~i!>ts, 
the spirit \\·orship o[ their fathers finds a much larger 
place in their hearts, ar.d many custom.; common to 
prim itive tribes ar(; strictly observed The written 
character used by the Chaungtha "as originally the 
same as the Burmese, but in repeating U1e alphabet 
they call some of the k tters by different names. The 
books us ' d by them are written on r •)ugh home-made 
paper cut to look like palm leaves, and the charactc-r used 
in their books differ greatly from the usual Burmese form. 
This it would appear a ises from the originals having been 
copied by Bengali \\riter,; ,,·ho 11'1.:re ignorant of the true 
form. 

;hins. The Chins are the most widely spread of all the t ribes 
and inhabit the Arakan Yo:na mountain range e.1st of the 
Lemro ri,·er th.it divides Arakan from Burma, and extcnJs 
far south down into the Sando\\'ay oistrict and acro~s 
the Yomas into the Pegu Division. Though it is ackn <)\r­
ledgcd th;it they are of the same family and universally 
tat too the fa..: es of their women, a practice peculiar to their 
tri be, yet there is a great difference betw .. en the dialects of 
lhose who are b1ought captives from the east side, and of 
those who inhabit th t>se hills. Generally speaking, they are 
shy and :iverse to improvement, cultivating ll l ithcr cotton 
nor tobacco for sale. J hey arc divided into numerous clans 
each of which is located on certain tracls sufficiently lci.rg~ 
to supply them with cultivation, the boundaries of which 
they never exceed. 

It has been said that the custom of tattooing the faces 
of the 11 Oml n was adopted to prevent their being taken by 
the Burmese ruler~, and this is the explanation almost uni­
' 'er!'ally accepted 111 tl1c plains aod in the Pegu Division. 
It has also been suggested, however, that they mark them 
thus so as to know them when carried away by other tribes, 
and also to enable them to conceal tht.: women of other 
tribes captured by them and taken into captivity as slaves 

Although not understood by either Kami or Mro thei.r 
language has. ma?y words in common wilh theirs'. The 
men knot their hair over the forehead and the wai!>t cloth 
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is in these hill tracts reduced to the narrowest dimension. 
The co\'ering in fact can hardly be said lo have the slightest 
pretensions lo decency. Those of tlv tr ibe who \he east 
of the Yoma mountains dress somewhat differently 

The women wear a short waistcloth which is open on 
both SH!es and smock f10~k like that worn by t~..: Karen, 
but \Cry short. Further south the clans wear it long. 

The Chaws who are a small tribe numhering perhaps Ch< 
some 220 people, are probably an offshoot of the great Aryan 
family. Traditlon s1ys that they were offered as pagoda 
s\aves by a pious queen of Arakan named Saw Me Gyi 
some three centuries ago, when Arakane,;e influence and 
tenets of Buddhism extended far higher up in the hills than 
th~ limits of our present contrt>l. Their duty was to ~eep in 
ord"'r some pagodas whirh are now mo:e or less in ruins. 
Their language is distinct, and unlike the original tribes or 
the Chaungthas, they contract marriage strictly amongst 
their own class. The hair of the head of both sexes is 
a1ranged at the back of the head in the manner resembling. 
the Singalcse. Thty are noted for their peaceable law­
abiding natures. Their sharp features and hirsute append­
a,;es distinctly point to their connection with the Hrndu 
family ;;t som· remote period. 

Little is known about the Khaung:lsos (250) and the Kh 
Ahnus (150), who talk nearlr the same language. The lso~ 
Ahnus are to be found Jiving in a village difficult of access Ah 
lying to the east of Daletme at the source of the stream 
which was rece11tl) visited by the writer. A few of the 
former sett\ed down within the admi.nistcr· d an.a alona the 
northern fronlit-r about kn years ago, whilst lhe latter 
arrived some twenty years ago. A number, howt>ver, of both 
tribes are still settled in unadministered territory to the 
north of Kaletwa and east of Palctwa. There is litUe, if 
any, difference between the appearance, dress, mode of life, 
and customs of these two tribes, and both bury the'r dead. 

·r he last division of our l1ibutary tribes to be noticed are K 
the K6ns (250), who arc more are less allied to the Kamis, 
and \\ho now with th, ir leader Bab~ are under a cloud for 
having resisted the dem<1nds and treacherously slain, in 
February 1907, 28 of a foraging or tribute-collecting party 
of 32 Shandus ~f the Sabong tribe ~nder the lea~ersh~p 
of their Chief B1rhu, who was also killed. The Kons, m 
anticipation of being attacked by their more powerful and 
warlike neighbours, the Sabongs, have now movLd near the 
boundary line of our northern border so thal they may ~c 
in a position to cross over into British territory and claim 



our protection should they be worsted in any future 
cnco~nter with the Sabong Shandus, who, however, have 
promised to abstain from molesting them pending a scttle­
m~nt of the question as lo the amount of compensation to be 
paid to them by the Kons. The latter has since been fixed 
at Rs. 310001 whilst the K6n Chief Bahe 'ms ordered to be 
deported to Akyab jail, where he is now 

us. Although the Shandus do not occupy any portion of the 
administered area, and little is known about them, their 
chiefs occasionally visit the Deputy Commissioner al 
Palctwa, Daletme and Kaletwa. The headquarters u1 the 
Shandu tribe of Sabongs was visited by Mr. Greenstreet in 
the year 1896. Two friendly vis its were paid to the pre­
sent Deputy Commissioner by the Shandu Chief \Vashaung 
or Vanshuma of the Yallaing tribe, the first one being 
made in December 1906 and the second one at Kalelwa in 
April 1907, when a gilt gong was presented lo him with all 
.due ceremony in presence of a large gathering of people 
from both sides of the frontier, who disposed of sc,·eral 
head of cattle and numerous pots of Khaung or rice beer. 
Another Shandu Chief of the Boke tribe, Ngauk Laing by 
name, who with \Vasbaung was also to ha,·e been made the 
recipient of a similar favour by Government, failed to put 
in an appearance through having spiked his foot on a 
bamboo whilst out shooting. The presentation of his gong 
was incefinitcly postponed. The Shandus closely resemble 
the Kamis in appearance except that the latter arc hand­
somer and physically better built all round. 

Both belong to the same ~I ongolian family. There is but 
little difference otherwise between them and the Kami tribes, 
but the Shandus bury their dead wJ1iJst all the Shandu clans 
erect cairns and posts of wood to mark their burial grounds. 
Cremation is as a rule practised by all the tribes except the 
Shandus and Kans. There is one exception to this however. 
In the case of those "ho have been killed by wild beasts or 
allioators there is seldom any ceremony held OYer the 
body, nor is it cremated. The bones also are not 
collected and dcposite<l in a separate hut, nor are 
steps taken for pro' iding the names of the d~ceased 
with the customary food rnpply. The explanation of 
this custom given by the people is that the hill lore 
abounds in legends and stories tending t<> prov1.: that when 
for those who have departed this life by other than natural 
causes, obsequies arc performed similar lo those which are 
bestowed on those who die in the usual way, the members 
of the same family have again fallen victims to an alligator's 
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hug or a tiger's embrace. In the cas•· cf lhe death of a 
chief, the corpse is kept for s~veral days, the length of 
time \arying according to his status. ltlhas been ascertained 
by the writer that the body of an unusually influential chief 
was kept as long as twch·e days during \\ hich pr riod a kind 
o[ "ake was kt>pl up night and day, and a quantity of khaung, 
which is not so intoxicating as its equivalent in "hisky, was 
consumed. The burial places o[ many of the clans, and 
especially of the Chins, arc "orthy of attention. They 
resemble miniature Stonehenges and consist of a slab of 
stone lying across four or six hewn pillars Cnder this 
slab deep in the earth is r lacrd an urn containing the bones 
of tl1e deceased after cremation has been performed. Round 
about are the skulls of animals !-aLriliced at the funeral 
rites. Shoultl the deceasetl , have been a mighty Nimrod his 
fa, ourite spear or gun arc deposited by his clan along with 
his bonc.s to enable 11im to 110ld his own against \rild animals 
and to proric!e himself with food. ThC'y hold but a vague 
idea of a fu ture slate, and are quite contented when they 
shuffle off this mortal coil to ha,-e placed ne1r their bone~, 
after cremation en r~ month for the space of one year, 
sufficient rice to ~atisfy the a~.peti1e of the dcparl<'d. The 
~handus appear to appre< iate far mere than the Kami the 
desirability and nccessit) o[ retainini:?; their position and 
prestige by strengthening their clans by mutual alliances 
with their po\\ erf ul septs. 

Their women do not, like the Kami, wear such a 
short kilt OT petticoat, hut wea-r a \ong cloth \ike the 
Burmese ' ' thamein '' reaching down to the ankle. 
Tl1ey are als1 treated far better than tie Kami women 
and are not surjected to as much drudgery for their liege 
lords. 

The Shandus are said to be known to the Burmese and 
Yaws o[ Upper Burma by the name o[ Myauk Chins and 
also as " Baun~shes," though the most universal term is 
"Ayainas" (wild men). 

The "Shandu women, who are inveterate smokers, use a 
water hubble-bubble pipe from which they collect and remove 
from time to time for their men all nicotine deposited therein. 
This disgu-.ting flu~d or nic~tine e scncc, when suni~·icntly 
stron:1 or mat ur< d , is poured rnto the gourds from wh ich the 
smali"' gourds c:i rried by ti e men are filled. .The liquid 
appears to act as a stimulant or mouth cl~a1_1ser 111 tht: san:e 
way as a chew or betel or tobacco, but it 1s only taken 1n 
small sips awl then discharged again from the mouth and 
not swallowed. A chief wi 'l pass his nicotine gourd [or a 
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dram, and expect a r.ip to be taken from it in the same 
manner that snuff used to be passed round in bygone days. 
The Shandus also inhabit the mountainous reg ion east and 
north-east of the Blue Mountain, a peak in the Arakan 
Yoma range at the extr--·me north-west point of the 
Province ; but there are outlying tribes on the Mi and on the 
head-waters of the Lemro, who would seem to be among 
the more civil ized of the wild tribes, for they are rich in 
poultry and pi):{s, and some amongst them have wooden 
houses. They are polygamous by right, but rarely so in 
practice. 1 hey can marry two sisters at once, differing 
therein entirely from the Burm!'se. Th"Y bury their dead 
in a supine posture in a grave Iinerf with stone. Daughters 
are excluded fro ·n sncccssion, \\'hilst widows are left to the 
charity of the eldest unmarried son who inherits all the 
property. They ~acrif.ce animals to the mllon and sun,·and 
although they rt>se mble the Kamis in appearance, their 
language is totally different. 

Rice varied with fresh and dried fish, yams, pump­
kins and bamboo shoots, is the staple food of all cla<.ses. 
Kamis and all other hill tribes live upon a meat di.!t when­
ever and a!I often as they can afford to kiU pigs or hill and 
low-land cattle. 

The principal amusements of all these hill tribes are 
drinking and eating. Feasts are held at which much 
rice beer and meat is consumed to the accompaniment of 
gon~ and drum beating and bamboo pipe music. The sound 
issuing through the latter can hardly be called music. It is 
a weird, droning sound with not a note of music in it A 
dance is sometimes indulged in lit which both women and men 
join forming a circle close together. The circle mo,·es 
round with a slow heel and toe step to the accompani •nent 
of the wind music referred to above. One sees little or 
nothing of their games, and on the whole they are a very 
sedate, lazy, serious lot of p!ople. Yet they \\ illingly if 
asked, join in any game of foo tball amongst th! GrJorkh~ 
and seem to enj •Y themselves im nwnscly. It is then most 
noticeable from their movemerts that, like all anages, they 
are ungraceful when running, never hwing had occasio1, to 
do so. 

There are no mendicants amongst the hill tribes. 
Of the nine divisions of hill tribes described above 

none present striking contrasts either in their <lomesti~ 
lives. or in mannl!~ j~ which. th~y abide by :ind recognize 
certain c~mn:ion ~rmc1ples ~htch regulate. their social usages 
connectea with birth, marriage, death, divorce, inheritance 
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and debt. Without the faintest notion of a Supreme Being, 
the races enjoy a happy primitiv·· religion which sees in the 
moontain streams, trees, and woods mysterious spirits whose 
mis~ion is to watch over them {or good or evil. Superstitious 
or ignorant to a degree, the hill men look lo these spirits for 
the relief of all lheir bodily ailments, for protection from 
contagious diseases, anci eYen from death itself, and make 
suitable offerings to tht: m according to their status. 
Before embarking on any undertaking associated w:th the 
rout\ne oi their daily life, whether it be, for inst<1nce the 
commencement of a journey or the selection of thr sit~ for 
a new village, these spirits must always be consulted. They 
liave neither priests nor caste distinctions, nor is polygamy 
common, though a fc\\' chiefs practice it. · 

Divorce is common and easily obtained, mar iacre Marri­
being regarded simply as a Civil rite. Al no period do age ant 
their women or men appear to have marrie·I with n:ttires Divorce 
of the plains or to /1a\·e imbibed their relicrion or race 
prejudices, ' \'ith the result that we still find the hill 
tribes of Arakan without priests and gods, and "ith no 
mytho\o~y. The hi\\ women are decidedly plain<'r than the 
men, and <I.!> they work harder and do more of the manual 
labour in the '' jhooms '' or clearings, they become coarse and 
uninteresting with painfully ug\y high shoulders. The 
practice of carrying up hill on their backs, heavy baskets of 
paddy. cotton or firewood, fastened round their foreheads 
merely hy a piece o[ bark, has conduced towards making 
them mo;;tlv knock-kneecl and causing them to waddle in a 

' most ungainly manner. During maniage the women are 
usually faithful to their husbands. The principal causes 
urged for separation are much I he same as those \\ hich 
influence highly civilized communities. The return of dowry, 
which generally amount~ to from {~ur lo five pounds, by. lhe 
h11sb.md to the wife is all that 1s necessary to obtam a 
-Oivorce. Amongst ~\most all the tribes including the Chins 
it is th1• custom {or the widow to become the wife of her late 
husband's brother. A girl settles down to married life at 
the acre of 17 and a man at about 20 lo 'l. I. 

Although slavery in a mild and .also . in it.s . worst Slave~ 
form is common among all th~ ~ransf~on.l1er tribes,. 1~ '" n~n­
existent amongst the people hvmg w1thm the admm1stratlve 
frontier. . . 

As past records show, slaves 111 the l11lls arrange 
i hemsehes in three groups- . . 

(1) War captives or those taken in raids. 
(2) Debtor slaves. 
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(3) Slaves who have become so \Oluntarily or who han· 
been made over as slaves by their relatives in default of 
payment of gambling debts. 

In several instances war capti,·es ha' e been sold by n'ore 
remote tr;111sfrontier Shandu tribes to other trans[rontier 
tribe, and !.y them again to tribes within our frontier. It 
has been found impossible to ameliorate the condition of 
these capti' es, and they have consequently been left in statu 
quo. There are, for instance, some who, carried off in raids 
at a knder age and oblivious of, or having sun j, ed, their 
relatives, become part and parcel of the family household. 

Capti,·es carried off in raids arf' not invariably sold into 
hopeless capti' ity, for the relations of the capti1 e in many 
instances rnanag,e to effect the re lease cf the capti,-e aHer 
much discussion of the terms carried on through the agency o[ 
a neutral clan though some years may have intenened since 
the commission of the raid. The ransom demanded is 
proportional to the position in life of t11e capti,-e and his 
farnil\', 

The village of the Kami Chief La Hauk on the Pi Chaung 
who \\'as only gathered to his fathers in the year 1906, was 
attacked by the Lu~hais in 1869, and his younger son, a lad 
of 13, carried off into captivity together \vith four others, 
namely, La Hauk's wife, eldest son and daughter, and it \Vas 
not until as late as 1875 that l1e was able to effect the ran­
som of the youngest lad by a payment of nearly Rs. 700. 
The others were afterwards ransomed at different periods 
for different sums. Payments for these ransoms are usually 
demande:d in the form of hill cattle, spears, muskets gongs 
and copper bowls; t11e possessions chiefly ,·alued by tJ1e 
transfronlier tribes. Cholera has just carried off La Hauk's 
son, namelv, Laing Te, a paid Chief of Daletn1e, one whose 
scn·ices ,,ill I e much missed and who cannot easily be 
replaced. 

IV.-Agriculture and Jrrigation.- Thc method of cu!­
ti, atiou throughout the district is that known as" taun~ya,'' 
the same wa, te ~ul system as that pnrsued by all "i/d hill tribe~ 
throughout India; a system i1n eighed against by our Forest 
Officers . 

. A suitab'e spot on the side of the hill is sdectcd or cleared 
of Jungle which is set fire to in the month of .\pril , and the 
seed-cotton, s s,,.amum, paddy and other YCgt.:tables-is 
sown shortly afterwards and all come up to<Tetlier Tl 

I . I I. I b . le on y agncu lura imp ements used are a '' d1h" or ho 
and a small a xe or tomaha" k of a triangular piccec of Pi~~~ 
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with the small en..! inserted through a solid piece of bamboo 
as a handle. This l.ttter is used for digging and weeding 
up the soil. The seed is sown broadcast in the case of 
paddy, and no transplanting takes place although the young 
paddy plants are weeded and thinned out. 

Paddy, cotton ::ind tobacco are the three main crops. Princi· 
Hill cultivation or '' laungya" paddy is generally poor, pal 
and this kind of cultivation is ordinarily resorted to Crops. 
in Burma, only as where there is not e nough level land 
available (or t:ultivation. The crops grow and mature 
during the rainy season, and are reaped eventually in August. 
The rainfall, allhough,it varies, is good t11roughout t.he dis-
trict. The virgin tree aad bamboo forests to be met with in 
unadministered territory is preferred, however, for "taun-
gya" purposes, as culturab\e waste \and within the adminis­
tered area is now said lo be poor and more nr less worked 
out. 

Of late years, liowever, the hill tribes have suffered to 
some extent from scarcity of food grain, which may be attri­
butable to one or other or a combination of the fol\owin•T 

b 
causes:-

( r) To poorness of lhe soil as compared with that in 
the virgin forests met with in the transfrontier reaio11, and r 
to the limitation o[ the area avai\n.bh (or "tau~gya '' or 
cle iring operations. 

(z) To the fact lhal lhe paddy "taungya" cultivation 
which invoh·cs more labour and trouble may be said to be 
not rec,_ iYing the same amount ot at ention as tobacco <;ulti-
vation, "hich the people have [oilnd an C'.\sy and lucrative ,.. 
source of livelihood. ~ / 

(3 i The inherent laziness and ap:tlhy of the people, who ·-~­
as a rule never cultivate enough grain for their own consump-
tion. 

(.+) To the fact that the majority of the hill people sell 
all their grain for high prices as soon as reaped, and that the 
money so gained is wasled in [easting. 

(5) I he increase of tob~ccn cultivation, however, at lhe 
expense of " taungya " paddy is perhaps not to b 1· regret­
ted on the whole for Laungya clearing is a wa~tc(ul method 
of cultivation a -.'d it is desirable p rhaps in Lhe interests 
of the tribes ti1emseh·es that the practice should be 111ore or 
less discouraged, although, o'. co~rse, the ~ 1me amount of 
land available for paddy planting 1s no~ a.\'arl~ble .. and mo;~ 
will be avadable, for tobacco. No irrrgat1011 1s done. 11 

Northern Arakan, as the configuration of the counlry, which 
is extremely hilly, does nol lend itself to the system. 
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obacco. To~acco planting is practised in the 1011-land!', ancl on the 
r~ch alluvial deposits formed along the banks of the larger 
nvLrs and streams after the heavy rains h;:1.\'e subsided in 
October. The seed, which is mostly of i\ merican origin, is 
sown broadcast on the allu\•i:tl deposits in NoYember, and 
"·hen the plants are about t \\ o feet high, the lower leaves 
are broken off to throw vigour and substance into the plant. 
The rt maini1 g leaves are plucked in April and strung 
through the stalk on thin bamboo skewers, about 30 to ~ 
ske\\er, and after being hung up in a shed or house to df)· 
and arranged in bundles are ready for sale. Owing to the 
ignorance of a proper system of fermentation a1 d curing, 
the tobacco is coarse and only commands a local sale. The 
local demand for the tobacco in the plains is already great. 
From an approximate return furnished, 141000 mauncls were 
exportld from the hills in 1906. The Chins an~ tl1e only 
division of th«> hill tribe who do not cultivate tobacco as a 
l ivelihood. The hill tribes doubtless in the first instance 
acquire the kno1\ ledge of the culture of the plant from tbe 
Chau1~gthas and immigrants from the plains for old docu­
ments are in existence whirh go lo show lhal tobacco was 
<TrO\\ n more than a centurr back in th se hills, at d ~o prized 
tJ1at it formed part of the 'tribute which was paid to the ol<l 
Arakanes.: Kings hy their Clnungtha subjects. 

Tl.e pursuit of cotton and tobacco culti\·ation ;dfo\\ s a 
hill man of indu,trious habits to realizP. on :rn average a 
yearly income 0f about £4 or Rs. 60 to £5 rT Rs. 75 
by the sale of his cotton, and from £6 or Rs. 90 to £ro or 
Rs. 1 'iO by tobacco, while the earning~ of a famil; "ould be 
consicll rably greater. Tht. ruling price for the last three 
years, 1 •)114-05-06, has been Rs . .J to 5 per maunrl for the 
former and Rs rs to 2.; per 11 auncl for t11e latkr, 11hilc the 
outturn d both, and especially of tol acco, has Leen <on­
siderablc. A great portion of the surplus cash, which with 
a rich prolific soil 1s acquired as sho\\ n w .th but little 
trouble b)' c.iltivalion, is gent rally soon squandered in 
feastin_, a1;d drinkin~-Yalual le hill and low-land cattle, 
pigs and goals being killed regardless of t'Xpense; as main 
as from Ju l) 20 ani mals often being- slaughtered at one 
feast. In olden times, howeve~, 1\h1:n the people appear 
to havt: been more opulent, from 30 to ,Jo heads of cattle 
\\ere often tied up and sp ·an ·d 10 dca~h at .01.c f< ast, the 
slaught• r being fol11rn eel by d;iys spent 111 cat11: g and drink­
inu. T he pt>opl" are now much loo poor or loo St nsiLle to 
th~1k of sacrificing more than a few pigs al a lime or two 
or tl1ree hill bulls or low· land cattle at most. Th~se joYial 
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as~eml lies, although they sometimes become uproarious 
to\\ ards the end, rarely terminate in a fight. 

The total area cropped in 1906-07 was 10,872 acres of 
''hich 9,098 acres were under paddv. Tobacco covers 1 1374 
acres which stretch along the banks c,f the ri' e1 s and creeks. 
The only other crops arc cotton (300 arres), and sessamum 
(100 acr .. s). Artilicial irrigation, besides being unknown, is 
unnecessary. There is hardly 200 square yards of flat country 
anyll'here throughout the district, and the configuration of 
the country moreover the sleep hill sides do not lend them­
sehes annvhne lo e,·en terrace irrigation. 

Thc hill people of this district arc perhaps the most Economi 
backward in this. or indeed any od1er, division in the matter of conditior 
ec!ucation or intellectual status, and the natt•ral conditions of of Agri­
Northern Arakan hardly lends itself to agricultural prosperity, c1.ultur· 

. ' lSls. 
although there is no doubt the people are very much bl-lter 
off than they "ere. Most of the hill soil is poor and the 
rainfall at times is uncertain, and the people are few in 
numhcr. But for young bamboo shoots, which are ,·ery 
plentiful in this district, and a supply of other wild roots anJ 
lea,·es it would go hard in1\ee1l with the people at times, 
when shorta~es m {ood occur in July ~nd August and before 
the cold-weather crops ar" gather!'d in. It'" ill be a Ion~ 
time \c\orc any o[ these hill tribes can be induced to take 
up in earnest, or cvcn experiment, some nl-w ind\1stry. 

V .- F orests and M inerals.-There are no reserved I'orests 
F ore,..ts, but it is no\\ proposed to res · rve the Tein Lak 
yallc\' near Pa\elwa for an c·x1>eri.mcnla\ rubber p\antation. 
The 'hi Is arc clothed wilh thick bamboo and tree )ung\e , 
the former predominating nearly every\\ here owing to 
taungya or hill-side cu!Livation_ The principal ~orcsl 
trees are '' Kamaung" (Lagerstoemia 11 ·s regrnea\, 
"pyinkaclo" (Xylia dolabri formis), "Thit.kac\o" \Ccdrela­
too~a) and "Thitkha" \Pentace Bu~ani~a' A _few 
teak plantatio1 •S ·which "ere :;.tarted 111 l b72 are 1~ a 

fl 
· I -11('/' conditio1 but lhcv all appear to be running 

OUrJSllo 1 
·- h to stem without equivalent. girt~, due no cloub.t lo t e 

f t tl t they have not been tl11nncd out suffic1cntly,. or 
ac l i~ t the lopping of the l ow~r brandies. Judg111g 

per iaphs o . ·ll0us manner in which teak takes root 
from t e marv c h h t th 
from fallen sce<l and springs up everywhere l roug ou e 

. 
1 

. ot a shadow of doubt that were the 
h11l tracls t aere is n · · J d ti t 
matter to'be taken in hand, and its 7Jt1v~~1~nt p~~ ~e For~:l 
it "ould in time be a great s0urc~ o we3: " ~ s10 ra >idly 
Depailnwnl. The ynun~ seed\111gs :;.pnn,., 11 1> l 
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and in such "profusion in somes places that their growth is 
kept down with difficulty. The principal minor forest 
products are cane and bamboo. The area of unclassed forest 
is approxima1ely 3,338,222 acres. The following trees are 
reserved: Kamaung, Pyinka<lo, Thitkha, Thitkado, Pa(Jauk, 
Koko, kno\\'n here as Sampe. Kanyinbyu (Dipterocarp\\s 
alatus). On these the following taxes are leviPd, viz., 
Rs. 351 20 and ro per ton on teak, Rs. 20 on Padauk, 
Rs. -10 on Koko, and Rs. 8 on Pyinkado, Thitkha and 
Thitkado, whilst Rs. 6 per ton is levied on all other reserved 
trees. The Royalty is also le vii:d at lower rates on a 
number of unreserved trees and other minor forest produce. 
The forest rc..c ... ipts for 1905-07 amounted to Rs . .i,267. 
Free licenses to cut re•er ed and unreserved trees are 
issued by the Deputy Commis~ioner onlv 1 whilst prepaid 
trade licens1 s are issued by the Deputy Commissioner as well 
as by the Headquarters :\1yook. Seniorage on unresen·ed 
trees and bamboos is collected b,· Forest and Police offi::ials 
at stations on the main strearrs; via., the K11adan and the 
Lower Lemro. Sanction has now been received to le,·y 
two-thirds of the sanctioned royalty upon all fore,,t pro 'uce 
brought into administerl'd le;ritory. The Arabn Hill 
Tr;icts furnished nearlr all the bamboo; required for the 
Akyab district, and the Hill Tracts ta''e a lca<ling part so 
far as the re,·enue obtained on bamboos is coneerne:l. 

erals. I\o minerals of anv description /la,e as yet been dis-
CO\'ered in Northern Arakan, but, of course, little or no 
prospecting Ins eY( r take'l place. 

VI.-O ccupations and T rades.-The only o.~cupations 
p ractised are weaving, basket m;iking and p'>llcry, but there 
is nothing_ ve y striking in l·ither !he q_uali'.y Clr quantity 
of the articles turned out. Cotton and silk rs the mt1lerial 
used for weavint.1, and rough clot'1s and blanl ets varyino­
in pattern with the nationality of the weaver are turned out 
of the local hand-looms in fair numbers. Lo,1g lart hernware 
p ots covercd "itl1 a cane net-work are manufactured by 
the Chins in the ~or! J.c>rn E;istern Frontier of the district. 
Ha,er~acks qr '' Lwe Eks" of various patterns are also 
manufactured and brought into the district in large numbers 
hy the Shand us for sale, \\ho exchange them for gorids from 
the native shop-keepers. 

VII.-Means of Communication.-Thc whole external 
t rade is with .\ kyab, the principal t.xports being tobacco 
cotton and sessamum, and the imports paddy, piece~ 
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goods, 5alt and cattle. The trade is carried on by natiYc 
boats principally. The total Yalue of the exports by 
country boats is, approximately, Rs. 60,000. A light draught 
steamer belonging to the .\rakan Flotilla Company, 
Akyab, which runs twice a week between Akyab a11d 
Pakt" a, docs a !>mall carrying tradP, and also carries the 
mails to ard from this place. There are no made metalled 
roads within the interior, and communications are carried on 
by river in small canoes and by jungle pathways for about 
280 miles, [or the Ut>-keep of "hich Government makes itself 
responsible. The cost of maintaining lhcst tracks or bridle-
paths, of which the most im1.ortant are those from Lower 
Lemro Police-.;tation to Ranchaung, Pal el wa to Kaladan, 
Palet\\a to Sami, Sarni lo f'en~wa, and Kala<lan to Pichaung, 
amounu:d avpro'.{in~ate\y to Rs. 500 during 1906. All 
travelling in the dislricl is done by boat and c,,·erland on 
foot. 1 here are no pon:es available any\\ here, nor yet any 
transport animals except two elrphants which ha~e been 
placld by GoYernment at the disposal of the Deputy Com­
missioner. A pony could be taken over many p<11ts of the 
district, but one would h;\\"e lo mount and dismount so o[trn, 
owing lo lh<' abs· nee of bri ;ges, that a 11ony would be ;1 

hindra1c.: and really of little use. Goo.I boat communica· 
lion is maintained betw .. t:n al\ 1he po~ts in the district and 
the patlmays and ro:1 ds, such as th(;y arc, are go'.>d. Cooli, s 
and boatmen arc p<lid al tl~e rate of annas 8 per diem. 

IX.-Administrat~on- General - There arc no Subdi,i­
sion~ or To\\ nships, and the "ho\,. 01 ti c cxcculivl! "ork .s 
carried out by the District Superintendtnt of Police, who is 
gazetted as a Deputy Commissioner under the i\rakan Hill 
Tracts Ci\il Justice Regulation, "ith the aid of a l\I) ook or 
Headquart,·rs J udge, and a Juclicial an,\ Revenue establisli­
ment, and 18 I aid Chiefs or Village Polic~, .who arc paid from 
the District Cess Funds. Th• se paid Chiefs, who arc also 
headme n appointed un1kr the Vi\\ag<:" Act, collect re\enuc 
and receive a commission o( 10 P"r cent. on lh··ir collection. 
1 here arc 10 Ywa Thugyis "ho arL not paid, and'' ho rec'!i\ c 
110 revenue commissi in. Th.! village stall inclu<l s 3'"> 
Sei111:aungs or headmen of ten houses who are practically 
petty village he:!dmen. . . . .. 

Justire is administ red by two Courts, that ol the D1stnLt C1v1! 
:\1agi~trate and the Court of a Myo6k o: Headquarlc!rs ~~~ice 
Maaistrate The latter atl1 nds to, and disposes of, all Crime . 
.applications and ci,il cases in t he absence of the Deputy 
Commissioner on tour. Serious offenders are committed for 



trial to thf' Sessions Court of Arakan at :\kyab. Crime is 
light as a rule. On an average about 40 petty criminal 
cas s arc instituted during the year. Dacoity and violent 
crimes ar.:: almost unknowu now, and it is very occasionally 
that a murder is committed. The most common form of ci\'il 
cases are suits for r.!covery of moni!s lent an<l dowry cases. 
Ci vii cases, when practicable, are referred to Paid Chiefs for 
arbitration if both parties are willing, if not, the cases are 
taken up by either the Ileadquarters Judge, who exercises 
the power of an Extra Assistant Comrni-.:-ion•·r, or the Deputy 
Commissionl'r, who exercises tht original and appellate 
jurisdiction unJ<>r the Arakan lldls CiYil Ju~tic R1gulation, 
VI II of 1 g]-l, and \'of 1876. Sine: the ahO\'(' was written, 
011 ina to the d ath of !\Ir. W D . .\ddis in April 19081 th· 
Hca1lquarters l\Iagi4rate's appointment has been left vacant. 

laws. The following is an abstract of the llill Laws as given by 
l\fr. Davis and quoted by ~Ir. St. John, two successive 
Superintendents:-

inal. 1. If a r erson commit murder he should be fined the value 
l\Iurder er llo· of two slaves and Sf'\eral spears, swords and 

micide. gongs, say in all ahout Rs. loo. If death 
be r.aused accidentally, the fine should be half the abo\e. 

2. \\'hen a vil rage is plund r'C'd by a body of raider~, the 

R;iid. ltadcr alone 1s to be held responsible, and if 
apprPhended, is bound to return the value of 

all property taken (including the 11 ·ad-:noney of pt'rson" 
J,illcd), and also to pay a fine. 

3. If a 1 illage be burnt down in committing a raid, the 

I
' cl cl \ leader is hound t o n ake ~ood lhc damage ,a1 an , r,on. I I . cl 1. . cone an< lo pay a hne 111 a .. 111011. 

4· A pcr,;on who commits theft is bound to rclurn the 
Theft. prop rty or its 1 alue, and to pay a fine net 

exceeding Rs. 30. 
5. t\ person 11 ho causLS !!1evious hurt 

Grel'ious hurt. ~ may be fined Rs. IOl. 

. \ss1ull. 6. If a person assault another, he is to pay 
a fine not exceed'ng Rs. 30. 

'j. If rape is committed on a married woman, the hu~band 

R is entitled to den and a sum not exceeding 
ape. R R f · d · s. Io. ,ape o an unmarrie woman 1s to 

be punished by a fin e not l. xc,.ecling Rs. 3n. Besides the 
fine, the offender has to pay for th" animal (pig) slain to 
make th agreement binding. 

\Vhcn rape is committed in a raid, any raiders caught red­
h~nded are at once beheaded, and the heads stuck up in the 
' 1llagc. 
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A woman may not receive a fine, but a male relative or 
husband may receive it for her. 

1. If two persons dispute about a debt or other matter Civil. 

Ordeal. 
and neither can produce evidence they are 
obliged to go through the ordeal of 

ducking the hear! in the water, and the decision is given in 
favour of him who keeps under longest. 

z. If a debt be not paid and the debtor is not apprehend­

Execution. ed, the creditor's party, if strong enough, 
attacks the debtor's village and carries off 

as many captives as it can. 
3. The interest on a debt is double the principal if one 

Interest. year be allowed to expire from the date on 
which it was contracted. 

Sons liable for 4, The debt of the falher musl be paid 
father. by the sons. 

5. If a man die 11 ithout male issue, his property is claimed 
, , 'e. bl' his nearest male relative; he therefore, 
"0 ma. issue. . . 'bl f h d b r 1s rcspons1 e or t e e ts o the deceased 

whether there be properly or nol. 
6. Should a man die leaving a son who is a minor, the 
, 1. . nearest male relative acls as guardian until ,, 1nority. . . . . 

n11nor1ty ceases on marriage, when he 1s 
bound lo g\,•e account o{ hi.,; stewarc\ship. 

\\'omen. 

Division of in· 
heritance. 

7. A woman cannot inheril and i~ there­
fore not responsible for a debt. 

8. If a man die leaving two or more 
sons, the properly is divided as 
r ollows :--

If there are only two, they divide equally: if there are 
more than two, the ~ldest and youngest take two shares each, 
and the others one share each. 

g. On the dealh of lhe father, Lhe c\desl son musl give 
Customs to be his maternal nncle a full-grown buffalo or 

observed. Lhc value. On the death of the mother, the 
youngest !'on m11sl give a paternal uncle a full grown buffalo 
or the yalue. If this cannot be done, a son should be 
gi1·en. 

10. If a man be on the point of death and cannot pay his 
Uequeathing d ebts, he must leave a son to the creditor 

sons. to work it off. 
1 i. Slaves do not inherit unless adoJ:>led according lo 

ru le· if inlieriting as ha1·rng been adoptedr 
Shwcs. the/ will be held responsible for debts. If 

a slave, however, be adopted by a master who \~as sons, he 
cannot inherit . 

• 

[J 
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12. There is no fixed age for marriage, nor an\' constraint 
use::d to influence choice. ~farriage is con­
tracted on consent of the woman's parents 

after payment of the fixed dowry by the suitor. 
13. ~a) If a husband wish lo divorce his wifl! _, he may do 
Divorce. so and lake all the children; but in so doing 

he will forfeit claim to dowry. 

:\larriage. 

(b) ff a woman have children by a former husband, 
she is entitled to them on divorce. 

(cl A divorced woman must, until rem1.rried, be sup­
ported by the male relative who recei\'es her dowry or by 
his heir. 

14. (a) ~o female can recei,·e dowry; it must be recei1ed 
by the nearest male relative. 

(b) If a husband chastise or il\-trc1l hi" wife, and she 
absconds in consequence, he is nevertheless enlilled to 
r eceive back the dowry. 

(c) If a wife abuse or ill-trea t her hu~Land, he may 
chastise her; hut if on that account he clirnrc<s h ·r, he for­
feits claim to the dowry. 

1 5. (a) If the husband diYOrce tl.c wi[e [or pr.ncd 

Adultery. 

e4ual to the 
and costs. 

adultery, he is entitled lo rccci\'e the dowry 
paid by him, and may also demand a sum 

duwry from the adulterer in add it ion to fine 

(b) If a man commits adulte1y, the wife has no redress. 
16. Should a woman di1: in giving birth to a child before 

marriage, the reputed falh1.:r must pay her Ya1ue to her father 
or nearest male relative. 

Oath is usually taken by s wearing to speak the truth on 
a musket, spear, sword, tiger's tusk, crocodile's tooth and 
stone hatchet (~upposed to be mctcoric-thev arc occa­
sionally found when culling the jungle) ; these 'are all held 
together in the hands whi lst repeating the oath. This is 
not much frared, and it is said t hat the K ami con•iders an 
oath taken on the skull of a cat or tiger mort' bi11ding. 
Son e 111ros say that an oath taken on the praying mantis is 
binding whilst this is denied by others. 

1lic It has been found neccssar\• to station a Public: \\.orks 
rks Departm-. nt Overseer here , as a good many public works 
>art- have be~ n construe led recently, requiring the pres •nee of n n 
it. officia l of that department. As other works ar~· expected 

to be sanct ioned in the r.ear future, f he appointment will 
probably be made a perma nency. 

cc T here are three Police-stations and four Out-posts in the 
Jails. district, as follows :-Daletm~ Police-station and Ka\etwa 
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Out-post on the Northern Frontier, Sarni Out-post, Pengwa 
Out-post a1id Lower Lemro Police-station on the Eastern 

• 

Frontier, with a Police-station at Paletwa, the headquarters, [J 
and an Out· post at Kaladan. Kaletwa, Daletme, ~aletwa 
and Kaladan Police-posts are all situated on the Kaladan 
river in the order named. Sarni is situated on the Mi 
chaung, whilst Pengwa and Lower Lemro are on the Lemro p,, 
river. All the police· posts with tl:e exception of Kala<lan 
Out-post are guarded by Gurkha sepoys of the Arakan " 
Hill Tracts Military Police Battalion. The Superintendent !; 
is the head of the· Civil Police and controls a force at present 
of or.e Headquarters Inspector, six Sub-Inspectors, ten 
Head Constables and 37 Constables. A Circle Inspector 
and De; uty Superintendent which have been sanctioned 
for the di~trict have sti\\ to be added to the staff. Des­
patches are carried, and communications are kept open, 
between the various police-posts by weekly and fortnicrhtly 
Civil and Military Police-boat and land patrols. t>Thc 
Military I 'olice force consists of three native officers and 
197 non-commissiom.d officers and sepoys. Fifty-seven 
o[ these Military Police are at headquarlcTs, the remainder 
art" distributed at t he ab1wenamed frontier posts with a 
small proportion of Civil Police attached to each post. 
The Arakan Hi\\ Tracts Mi\ita•y Police forms a separate 
Battalion and is composed of Gurkhas. The District 
Superintendeut of Police or Deputy Commissione r is the 
ex·otftcio Adjutant of the Battalion. There is no jail in the 
district. All prisoners convicted to imprisonment are sent 
t o Akyab Jail to serYe their sentences. 

X.-Revenue Administration.~ The revenue of the Hill Reve!'~ 1 · l I' d · · tl · d Admm Tract~ 1s extreme y sma " an 1t is constan Y 1mpresse tration 
upon the Su perintenden l by Go\'e;nmenl that for tl~e · 
pTesent the amount of the reYenue 1s .a sm<1;ll matter 111 

co i1parison with the w<;>r.k _of prevcntmg ra1~s, suppres-
sing slavery, a11d conc1haung the petty Chiefs on the 
border. There are only two heads of revenue-tribute at 
the rate of Re. 1 p r·r fa :ni ly '"°rking taungya crnps other 
than tobaccos and He. I pPr plot of tobacco., The: revenue 
of the district "h ich l-:a.5 not been settled, 1s levied un.der 
the authority of t11e Arakan Hill District Laws Regulation, 
IX of 1 s74. Jn 1 906-07 there were 10,87.) acres under 
cultivation paying Rs. 7,504 i!1 .revenn~, t!1e t.otal revenue 
in that )'Car bein<Y R s. 12,283, tribute brmgmg in R~. 4,779L 

o. 8 R o Noth1n0' is a The total revenue 111 I 90-91 was s. 7,oo · f 0 cise 
p resent obtained on fisheries or in the shat~e 0 ex 
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rerenue, no duty being le\ ied in the manufacture of 
" khaung " or rice beer, which is brr·wt'd and consumed 111 

con!'ider able quantities by the hill tribes. 
Little, if any, opium is smuggled through this district, 

but when it is pas~ed through, it probably comes by way of 
the Kaladan and Pi rivers from Chittagong viti Daktme and 
Kyauktaw in the Akyab District. There is a large stretch 
of unknown, unvisited and unprotect"<l country lo the west 
and north-west of Palelwa abutting on Chitlagong and 
Northern Arakan, and with A kyab District to the south 
where it can easily be passed down without detection. 

As no beat patrol system can be worked al all ~atisfac­
toriJy from Paletwa, it is not easy to get al the exact trutl1 
or cope with the supposed smugglers. Grt>atcr efforts are 
now being made, however, with this end in view, and it 
may be possible in time to inaugurate a modified sy~tem of 
beat patrols. 

XI -Local Self Government.-There is a Distrid Cess 
Fund . which in 1906-07 had an income of Rs. 1,34r. 
In 1903-04 it was Rs. '876. 

XIl.- Education.-After Sal\\Cen and the Chin Hills, 
Northern Arakan shows the !owe st figures for illi teracy of any 
district in the Province. The proportion of tl1e population 
able to read and write in 1 90 1 was only 31 in e\·ery thousand. 
There is a \'ernacular Primary School consisting of 40 pupils 
\Yith two teachers, and the educational cxpC'nditure is 
Rs. 11 o derived from the District Cess Funds. It is propos­
ed to open anotlier school at D.1letme during the coming 
year 1907-08, and it is l1oped abo that tht> Kam is and 
Chaungthas from the district may s. c the ach antage of 
allowing their children lo be boardeJ and looked after on the 
premises at little cost to themselves. 

pitals. XIII.-Public Health.-·Paktwa lus a Chil Hospital 
with accommodation for 28 male and 8 female patients, but 
extensions am to be made during the coming year which 
should allow of an increase to the aboYe number. The number 
of patit·nls treated during I <J03 \\ as 2,620 as compared \\ il h 
4,636 in 1906

1 
and the number of operations 43 as compared 

with 55 in 1906 . The expenditure in the same year amount­
ed to Rs. 4,1ooas compared with J~ s. 4,215 in 1900. Ftvers 
cholera, small-pox, measles, a nd skin diseases are prevalent '. 
cases of leprosy of mor~ or less \ ir ulent types are to be met 
with in nearly every \ 1llage, and lhe p.:rcent age or insane 
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persons is ~aid. to b<' higher than anywhere else in Burma 
except the Chin Hills. Statistics show that the conditions 

• 

of life in the Hill Tracts are far fro 111 favourable. What (J 
tends to make the climate the more tryi11g and del ressing 
is the extreme ranges the thermometer is liable to at times, 
viz., 56 degrees to 58 degrees in the early morning and owr 
90 in the afte~ncon; this together with thick fogs and an },, 
extremely moist atmo~phere throughout the great<.;r part of 
the year has gained for the country anything but an en\'i- It 

ab\e . notori.ety. But ?wing to recent exlensi1 e junglt· 1 
clearmg, firing and drainage, there has been a considerable 
impr•>vement. 
. Va~cination as in other parts of Burma is optional, but Va.ccin 
1s readily enough r rsorted to especial\ y when an epidemic t" on. 
breaks out. ' l wo vaccinators are attached lo this district. 
During the yf'.ar 1906, 1,599 persons were vaccinated. It is 
calculated that 46 out of 1 ,ooo persons of the "hole popula­
tion are protected. '1 his estimate is probably low, for lhe 
average number of persons successfully vaccinated during 
the pa:-t five years ha.., been returned as i ,123; 1,510 persons 
were vaccinated during the year 1907-081 and sleps are now 
being taken to vaccinate all ~lilitary Policemen and other 
officials who have not been operated upon in recent years. 
These precautions arc very necessary in lhis districl to guard 
against any outbreak occurring next open sea!'ons as the 
sepoys wi\\ in a\\ likelihood have to visit many n~w trans-
frontier vi\\ages where the peopl<' have never been operated 
upon. This com.try, moreover, is no\cd \or the 'Virulent 
manner in whic\1 sma\\-pox bre?.ks oul and spreads 
rapidly. . . 

Everytbin~ that ca~ be _done at Palet wa t~ m1t1g'.ltc the Vil~ag< 
evils of malaria and ep1dem1cs Ill the way of improving the ~mta­
drainage of tl:e tuwn and its surroundings_, and ll1: ~c~tru~- tion. 
tion by fire of al\ hea \ y und• rgro" th 111 the v1c1111ly, is 
being don . l"hrec new \\ells "<.re. also rec:enth· sunk by 
Gowrnmenl for the use o\ ll e hospital, tlw pc~pl~, and the 
l\Iilitary Police, in the hope that the. gr·od drinking _ water 
thus obtained \\ ould have a bcncfinal ~ffecl. and l11rt.her 
miti ate the chances of outbreak~ or cp1dcm1cs ocrnrr~ng. 
Hith~rto ti.ere wa:; only one .we~\ lot. the whole population, 
Military and Civil. I ~ th~ d1str1ct little or nothmg tan be 

<lone in the way of sanitation. 
When any epidemic of cholera ? r small-pox break,, out, 

.and the~e are frequent, ~he pe_oplc e1tl1er shut thems~\vcs .u1~ in their villages, or flee into d1sta~l and out· ol-the-\\ay hil 

.and valleys till the epidc m1c subsides. 
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XIV.-Minor Articles-Paletwa .·-The headquarters 
of the Northern Arakan District in Lower Burma, situated 
in 2 1 degrees 18 minutes N., and 92 degrees 51 minutes E, 
o the \\f'St bank of the Kaladan river. Paletwa is an 
insignilicant village with a population in 1901 of 481, 
percht d on a high bank 1n·ll abo' e r he stream in a narrow 
gorge. Tl.e Civil Station consists of the following permanent 
h1ildings: the Deputy Commissioner's office, which is 
combined with a Police-station, the Civil and Military Police 
oflices, I\ hich stands in a separate building by itsP\! , Circuit­
hous~, a l'uLlic \\'orks Inspection bungalow, Magazine, 
Pulice store-room, and rhe rr sidu1ces of the Dt puty Com­
mi5sioncr, Headqua1tc-rs Judge, and Headquarters Inspector. 
The l\Jilitary Police barr.ick!' and two native ollic-ers' 
quarters are also permane11t buildings. T\1e station is tra­
nrst d throughout its entire k nglh by a number of metalled 
pathways. There is a small pontoon nr wharf on the river 
I ank below the village alongside of which the Arakan 
Fl 1till.l Company's launches a e moored. On the bank are 
se' era! fim· gro,es of teak the remain:. of an earl) plantation 

The followi"n.!f O/f.ccrs 11e1e in clznr:;e of tlds Distrfrt 
since 1887. 

Serial 
No. 

!'\~me of Officer:-. 

' 1 / J. D. Mercer 

2 E. H. Mollo) 

3 H. A. L. Fanshaw ... 

4 B. II. O;;vidscm .. 
5 R. I I. Grcemtrect ... 

(1 H. De'ghton 

7 R IJ. Grter~t Tll.: t •.. 

8 A. E Stehelen 

9 R. I I. Greenstreet ... 

10 A. E. Stehelen 

From date. To date. 

5th .\larch 181in ... 1~th March 1888 

20th March 1888 ... 9th Augt. 1888 

10th Augt. 1888 ... H, lh April 1890 

zoth April 18;,o .. 18g1 

1,:th :\J;mh 18<) 1 ••• 11th ~lay 1893 

mh l\l y 1893 .. 25th A ugt. 18g3 

::6th Augt. 18. •3 . . 
, 

29th Augt. 1895 

30th Augt. 1895 ... 13th Nw. 1895 

qth ,\'O\'. I £95 ... 15th April 1897 

16th April 18g7 ... \ wd :O.lay 1897 
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Offiars 11:ho wae tn clr.arge of this District since 

1887 - conclucled. '' 

Serial' j 
N ~ame 1•f Officers. o. From date. To date. 

- -1-
11 St . L. B. \ldworih 

I ~ 
12 A. E. ~·el1 clcn ... 

13 I St. L. B. Aldworth 

3rd May i8g7 

r•t July i 898 

·· · 1 3<'th June 18g8 

. . . 14th Sept. 1898 

15th \pril 1898 . . I oth April 1900 

11 E.G. \'\umbrd .. \~th A pril 1900 ~oth Sept. r9<H 

15 H. Trompson 

16 E.G. Mumford 

17 A. Downes • 

.. 1 r,t Oct. 1901 19th Nov. 19n 

.. ( . oth ~ov .. 901 ... \ 11st April 1902 

. .. nnd Apt•I 1<;02 • • ~1~t May 1902 

18 C. \1. Prendergast. .. \2 nd :\lay up2 .. 15th Sept. 1906 

19 \V. S. 'Ihom ... 1:,th <;e\)t. 1906 ... \ 

w. s. THOM, 

Deputy C ·n11 is·1ontr, Norlluvn Araka't. 

:i: 

I 
I 





INDEX. 

Administration 
Aj!riculture and Irrigation 
Ahnus 
Amusements ••. 
Archzology 
Beg~ars 

Boundaries 
Cattle 
Chaungtnas 
Chaws 

Chins 
Choler.'l 
Civil Hill laws 
Ch•,\ Justice -,nd Crime 
Climate 11nd R ·infall 
Crimiru1l Hill La11s 
Detached P eaks 

... 

Economic co11ditio.>ns of Agriculturists 
Education 
Ft.una 
Fish 
Flora 
Food 
Forcits and ;\finera~s 
Game 
Geology 
Hill Laws 
Hi,tory and A rcha:c.logy ... 

Hospitals 
Humidity 

Jails 
Kam ii 
Khaungtso.> 
Kc)ns 
Local Funds 
Malaria 

...... 

P ,\GPI. 

23 
•8-19 

13 
16 
8 

16 
1--'l 

5-6 
11-12 

13 

12-13 

29 
2.J.-26 

2.)-25 

4 
2~ 

'1 

21 

28 
5 
6 

5 
16 

21'-22 

6 

4 
2~ 

7 
28 

4 
2~-27 

9-10 

13 
IJ-1* 

28 

21J 

IJ 

A 



34 
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