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FROM 

To 

No. 298·A (Rev. &: A~!i.-Genl.) 

THE HoN'au: Mr. R. HUMPHREYS, I.C.S., 
Ofg. RIVItlfll S~tnf•ry to Gotwnme,l, 

P•nfalJ and ils Deptndeneies, 

THE SECRETAR':\' TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
.DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 

ANn AGRICULTURE~ 

Dated lallor1, 27th April 191'1. 

Revenue & Agriculture. I 

GtatraL 

SIR, 

I AM directed to submit, for the information of the Government of lndta, 
a·copy of the report on the administration of the estate3 under the Court of 
Wards in the Punjab for the year ending the 30th September 1910. Once 
rr.ore the report is clear and concise and hardly calls for a review. 

2, 1 he Lieutenant-Governor notices with pleasure the tendency to 
invest the surplus funds of tiL estates under the Court m real property rather than 
in Government paper. 1 he advantages of this form of investment are obtious. 
It is !atisfactory to notice that the Court is freeing itself gradually frorn the 
charge of those petty. estates whose :nanagement it had undertaken under 
a somewhat liberal conception of the duties of the Court of Wards. 

3· His Honour heartily approvts of the development of horse and cattle 
breeding on the wards' estates. "1 he or.ly disquieting teature in the report is the 
possibility of embezzlement on such a large scale as that which is noticed in the 
Lahore dtstrict. It ts satisfactory, however, that the whole system of accounts 
and management has now been overhauled ani reorganised, and Sir Louis 
Dane trusts that under the new system the repetition ot serious defalcations will 
be rendered impossible. 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 

Your most obedier.t Servant, 

R. HUMPHREYS, 

0/lz. R~enuc Setretar1 lo G011ernme111, Pu,i•6.' 





To 

A. M. TOW, EsQma1, 

o. 249. 

FuuMOIAL Colllll88tonu' Orr101, 

Dottd LAu u, lhl 28th JCe~rch 1911. 

Jrnuor ~.: tcf'etary to tht Fint~nc~ed Oommauionlr1, PMaid, 

Tn HoN'nu: &h. B. P. TOLLl~TO , 
~en!Ul l ecrel.arv to Go,,,.,.,.,.,,ie, P•ajflb. 

ftt Boa'ble llr. A Kere4ith. 

811, 
I am directed to uhm t the annual Oourt of Wards report for the year 

ending 80th ptemoor 1910. 
2. Four estates h1•ve been rcleR ed Rod S taken under soperinoondenoe 

during the yeur, the total number 
under mRnngt>ment being 51. lfiiiDber of .&a&• under meeqemut. • 

The total area under mhnagement is 8,41,006 ncre , of which 2,09,847 are 
cnltivat.OO, the land revenue paid amounting toRs. 2,21,29~. 

The ~tal assets are valuod 11t over'' crores, of which 116 lakhs represent 
the oapttalized value of 1 md revenue assignments, l 83 lakhs the estimated value 
of land, and About 55 lakbs the value of house property. The valuation of the 
land onder superintendenc~ represents 82 times the 1 :.ud revenue. 

The following P tates have assets etceeding 20 lakhs, Mamdot (81 lakhs), 
Hnrdit ingh (45 lakhe), 'beikbupura {81 lakhs). lnvestmtlnts in seourititts of 
Government or local bodiei amount to 15i lakhs, a considerable decrease on last 
year's figures due to snle of seouritiua by large estates for purchases of landed 
property and other objN:ts : while rather over 6 ll\kbs are lent to other estates 
under the Court of Wards. l .. tabilit•es bave been further rod need to just under 
12 lakhs. 

Clauified according to income the eshtes stand as follows:-
Exooeding one lakh 5 
Be&ween Ra. 50,000 and J lakb 6 
Between Ra. 2:),000 and 60,000 7 
:Below Rs. !5,000 84 

8. The following eetates were taken under charge during the year 
.... _,_ .. under report: -
-taaeaOYer. 

(1) :fiamat Ali Khan, Mandai, .Karna~ district. The ward is only 7 
years of agt>, and he and his coosm Zulfikar Ali Khan who is also 
a ward, 1re the only male representatives of the 2~d branch of 
the Mandai family. 

(2) Ttka B;aldeo i~gh of Galer, Kangra district. As noted in last 
year s report _1t , was neoes&ary to undertake the superintend­
ence of the T1ka s property a11 weU as ~hat of the Raja, so that 
the Tib rr..•Y be . preTented from making himself responsible 
for deht.e wtth wh1ch he baa no personal concern. 

(8) 8a'!!ar ~opal ingh, Sardar Prithipal ~ingh And Sardar Bikram 
Jit 10gb of Baghowal, Gurdaspor district. Tbe estate a­
under tbe Court of .Wards daring the lifetime of the fathas 
of the wards, and It 'Wall considered advisable that th= 



s 

su!M!rin~ndence eb~uld be continued. irdar GoJ* ingb il 
anxaous to pay off h11 debts and be releued from uperin~deaoo 
but owing to family quarrela no arrangement baa yet been made 
for the partition of the property between him and his atep­
brothers. 

Sanction of Government was obtained to the retention of t be Uitha 
Tiwana estate, o. 87, for another five years. Although the 
wards have attained their majority, the condition of the e tate 
is still far from satisfact()ry. 

Ett.at• nleuecl, 4. Four estAtes were releued 
during tho period 1909-10:-

(1) 'Ihe estate of Bhai Zabbarjang ing\1 of idhowal in the Kamal 
district was released from superintendence m November 1909. 
This estate was taken under tl o Court of "1\rds in 1894, and 
the ordinary income was then estimated at Rs. 2!l,541 moetly 
derived from jagirs. 'lht.Jre were no Jiab•litie . Tho long min· 
ority of the ward enabled the estate to accumulate considerable 
balances. Nearly S lakhs of rupees were \nves~ in promissory 
noWf!, and landed property consisting of 1-' &quares in cbak 
number 132, andthevillage of l,nrkorabad in the Lyallpor colony 
has been purchased at a cost of over a lakh and a half. The 
income of the estate is now about half a lnkh of rnpoos. The ward 
was educated at the Aitchison Co11ego nud is proficient in manly 
exercises. Unfortunately the balance of three-quarters of a Jakh 
rQPlained uninvested and tho llhai has been unable to resist the 
temptation w extravagance afforded by the proximity of Pati­
aln Aml Amballa. Sinoo his rolellSO he has run through all the 
ready money available and has incurred considernble debt& h 
bas been found nt.\Cessary to resume superinwndenoe of the 
estAte since tbe expiry of tho year uvdcr report. 

(2) Tho smnll estate of Sirdnr Shamsher Singh, a!- ~)ukhc_ri, in ~b~ Amballa 
district was released on the ward nttaunng lns IDRJOnty. The 
ostnto when taken under tho Cour·t of Wards in 1003 was in 
debt to the extent of Us. 10,000. '!'hose debt bave all betn paid 
off :uul dobts to tho e tate nrnouuting to Hs. 6,265 have been 
coitectcd. ~rho ward bus been educated at tho lfnnicipal Board 

cbool at Ambaila. 
(:1) Thee tate of Lnla Anant Ram in the lJahote a· trict ha been re· 

len ed during tho year on the 'vard nttninii1g tho ag of 21. At 
tho HI! urnption of cltargc in 1891 the lnndort property of this 
~:state was shown as valued at Us. 2,87,305, while Jt is now 
Ynlm:d at Rs. 64,880 or 8 11 times tho annunl land TeVt!nue n se!led 
upon it. At thie standna-d of. vnluntion th~< !and ~t the n ump­
tion of charge wns worth n . ~5, lO. On th1s estJmnte the a&!!ets 
in lS!H amounted to H . 3,392, ns again t n ... 1 '1H,557 At tbe 
dnto of release. 'fho wnrd hn been edncated at the Mission 
H igh ~chool in Lahore. 

( 4). The mall t> tato of Gm bach an ingh of Kotln Ajner in the Lodhi· 
ann di t .. ict was tukeu under supczintcndence m 1 96. Tbe debt 
then amounted to Rs. 7,0 2. ']'he income is smaJJ and tbe eetate 
b only been rct:1incd eo long under tl c Court of Wards becauQe 
the debt. remained uttpaid. 'Ihe debt ha now heen cleared off, 
and tho c tate released from management. The ward W8l 
educated at t11e Municipal Board chool, I .. udhiana. 

It i a matter for congr•tulation that tho Court of Wards has now been 
relieved f tho rc poo ibiht:7 for tb Ia t three potty e tate"~, the uperinoondenoe 
of wh1ch would certainly not bavo been a umcd under the pnnciples of manage­
ment whu:h hal for some time past commended them elve to fo'inanciat Comm• 
IJOnora. Tbe. Dukheri estate wa only taken over because the Deputy Coaamis­
lloner. had nused hopes of Government management by him elf pas ing an order 
U10m1og supenntendence. 
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The reports received &1'8 on the whole uti fact ry. 
Tika Baldeo Singh of Guier (~o. 12) whose name w accepted last roar 

for the poet of ExtrR Assi tant. Commi ionE>r in Reg· ter C, now preparing 
himself for the departmental examination. He hn been perrnitt d undergo 
Settlement training under the ttloment Officer, Dehra Barotrpur. 

8. The accounts of twenty-eight tntee with nn income of ov r R . 5,000 
Oftlelal audit of account•. were auditOO during the year. 'l'b 

aud1ts oontinu~ to be of great assi tance 
in the working of Com t of Wards estates. 

H. Tho mo t noticeahlu feature of tho yror's administration in the 

Fraud• in the Lahore di1trlct 
Labore di trict was the ~1ie of frauds 
perpetrated by :Mun In Uam, Oourt 

of W nrds clE'rk. This mnn' embezzlements amounted to R • 22,4.JiG, of wbtcb 
Rs. 16,206 was in the form of jewellery. He was nrrested nud Rs. 14,760 have 
been 'recovo'Cd. Pto11ecntions were instituted and convictions obtnmed ngainat 
Munshi Ram in five <'Mes <lonling with six distinct charge of ftnud. In oach 
of these he wns sentenced to seven years' rigorous imprisonm nt (tho f•nteucos to 
run concurrently) and iu one case to a fine of H • 10,000. The appeals in these 
case hAve all bPen rejected hy the Chief Comt. M unshi Ram's father and 
brother were nlso implicated, and hnYO boon pt o ccutcd nnd con'VictE>d. Encb has 
been sentenced to 2 yeArs' rigorous impn onmont and a 6no of Rs. 10,000 
each. The :cnsc has been reported to Go,·ernment and orders are awa1ted. 
l\fcnnwhilo tho whole system of accounts and runnagemcut bas boon reorgnuized. 

10. The Deputy Commissioner of Attock has devoted attention to 
• improving the arraugcmont-t~ for horse-

Stud farm•, cattle and sheep lrecdmg. 1 1· • th t d f bel · )J'COuJng m o s u arm ongmg 
to the Kot c tate. 1'1 e number of ml\res was found t(J be too Jnrgc, and 9 hrood 
mares were sold. A munber of young stock wn also disposed of, thereby reducing 
the expcnst• of tho Ftable which hnd entailed n heavy cLnrgo ou the c tate. 
'Ihc numhet· of mares 1 eeer·ved for mule·hrooding hns been inc1ensed, as this 
affords tho hest chnt co of some rctn111 fot· the money spent ou tho upkeep of 
the stud. The Deputy Commissioner· is nl~o considering the question of utihzing 
the c~t(>nsin grazing f.!TOun<!s belonging to the et~tate for the breeding of n good 
stamp of draught cnttlt! from which n profit may be expected. A beginning has 
been mnde by tlu~ purchase of nn excellent bull at the 'l'nlagnn~ fair. A good 
start nlso ~ppears to hnve been mailo with sheep breeding. 'l'he numb r of 
camels bclonf!i•~~ to tht- t>state, the Deputy Commis ioner thinks, is too large 
nnd he hn issued orders for its reduction. 

No t~pecinl rcmark11 me requin•d regarding the stud fnrm maintained by 
tho Mamdot cstntc. 1"he cxnruple of tho Kot estate in the matter of cattJo and 
sheep breeding might bE> followed in other estates ,vhere circumstances are 
fnvoumhle to the hreeding or rC't\ring of good stock. Tho tlcmnnd for goo.d 
draught cattle and good fleeces ~:~hould ensure a profit from such enterprise.. It is 
understood that the encouragement of r.uoh undertakings is receiving :ho atreo­
tion of the Director of Agriculture. 

11. A long ftanding dispute between the members of the Shcr bah 
o-al family regatding shares in the proper-

ty hns been arranged by Mr. Abraham, 
officiating Deputy Commi ion~"" of Multnu. 'l'he Rgreemcnt has not yet been 
reduced to legal hnpe. 

Tw~ ~ard.s died during tl:c year, the Guru of Hnrsnhai nnd ynd Muham-
med lchd1 Shnh, one of the wards of the • lnrwnban ostate in 1tl u)tan. The 
former hn )eft two ons and superintendence has been continued. 
• The etntf'ment8 appended to this report show detail! of estates with an 
JDcom of nuder Us. 25,000 only when such nn e!!tntc il! the only one in tbe district, 
or ba bcf.n rei Mcd during the year. Othorvtise they are shown as so many 
petty e!ta , with only one 1.ct of 6guros. 

1 have, etc., 

A.M. TOW, 
Jurator StaVJtary to Ute Frnanci4l Oom•••nonef'l, Pajd. 
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