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NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 1998- 2010 

SALIENT FEATURES 

To prepare the nation to gracefully enter the 21st Century, it was imperative to uevelol' 

a new Education Policy- a policy that could provide guidelines on strengthening the idenlo!.!.ical 

frontiers of Pakistan, based on Islamic teachings and to equip the nation wtth n:q~in.:d 
knowledge and skills. The policy synchronizes its provisions with the targets of 9th f-i\l: 'l cat 

Plan and the Social Action Program and it follows the perception of the Vision-20 I 0. 

In compliance with the directive of Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Shatif. the tir 1 

Draft of Education Policy was presented to the Federal Cabinet b) the Ministry of Education 011 

2nd January. 1998. The Cabinet appreciated the draft document and desired that the polic) 

should expand the spectrum of its deliberations to cater f01 the aspirations of the gcnc.:ralma e 
Also, the Cabinet constituted a Sub-Committee to provide neccssar) guidance to the policy-

makers 

1\.ccordingly, a two-day National Educational Conference was organized hy the ~lmtstl') 
of Education in which 52 eminent scholars across the country participated . Th~ paltictpant 

comprised scientists, religious scholars, educatiomsts and intellectuals. In addition, pubh\,. 

opimon was also sought through the media and about 4.029 propo~als spread O\Ct 3.500 page 
~ ~ 

were recctvcd by the Ministry. The national Press also played a pivotal role ol offering u eful 

fl.!cuhack in their editoria ls and articles lnt~rnattonal donors such a" the World Bank. Brm h 

Council. liNf.:.SCO. UNICEF etc. provtded useful advtce All these proposals \\ere thorough!) 

rcvit.:\\cd ami incorporated in the policy document. Later. the revised ut.tft was put before the 

Federal Cabinet on 21st January. The Sub Committee of the Cabinet scnHinizcd it th:lt ''
35 

ultimately submitted to the Cabinet on 18th February and was appto,·ed. 

The Prime Minister presented the Education Policy in a N,Hional Education Coll\enuon 

(NEC) tck:\'ised live on 21st Fehtuary NEC was attended by Pro,incial Chief 
1 

ltnl ter n<l 

Govct 1101 • members of the Feucral and Pnl\ tncial Cahmets and more than 
1
·
500 

tc h rs 

students. educationists. intellectuals and others. The Ptime Mmi ter led O\Cf t\I;O h ur 

dtscussions on the policv. lie was impressed by the enthu iasrn and feedback of the paru 
and 

1 
• • • 1 ~I · 1 of Educ, u n b) I th :\I r~.h 

cqucstcd the nat ton to extend morl.! propo,al to t te 1 1111
• I) ~ 

lie cxptcs ed his desire to launch the polic) ~n 27th ~larch to comcldC \\llh tOO h 



anniversary c I Su Sycd Ahmed Khan - the great educational reformer of the sub-continent. He 

declan.:u that c.:ducallon will be top priority on his agenda and gave out the assurance that ll'e 

ll'ill prcn·ide rile required resources to implement the policy " 

The appeal of Prime Minister was very well received by the public, Standing Committees 

of the Senate and the National Assembly on Education, educational experts, teachers, students, 

~cholar!' and the public at large. The media analyzed and discussed the major policy tssu~s 

frequently. In the process, the Ministry of Education received 774 additional recommendation· 

and thoroughly examined these proposals and presented 239 new recommendations to the Sul 

Commiucc nt till: Cabinet for consideration. Recommendations, approved by the Sub-CommltiC;t 

or the Cabinet. were duly reflected in the final policy document. The importance of tillS P''hc) 

can he gauged from the fact that it was announced by the Prime Minister himself ltve on T.V · 

a unique C\'Clll indeed in the history of Pakistan. 

i\ 11 imJlmt·tnt ll: tturc of' 111e 1· · · · . . · • • po tcy ts Its 1n-bullt capacity to absorb any tnno,·aU\t 
mea urc that" ill can\' pnsiti\', · 1· · · · · 1 - · c 1111p tcat10ns dunng 1ts Implementation. Consequently, the po tC) 
\\1111\ccp on :uncliOJ~IIitH! as it i. t· .1 •d · ~ · s tans ate mto concrete plans and programs. 
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B\. rc COVENANT .OF TilE POLICY 

Jiltad ngain I illitelacy to accelerate tl1e l't • 1 eracy rate. 

Curnculum revision in ac d . ' cor ance With the requirements of 21st Centurv. 

lntroouction of computer education in tcchnt a cducauon schools and gremer emphaSIS on 

~tmimtzmg di parilics in mral ' and urban schools and between males and females 

J\cti\c participatton and comribu · 1 \tl 
the Dt rncr Education \ 

1 
~ton of local communities in educational managcnlenl e 

Educauon Commir;ee . 1 ut lonties, ~chool Management Committees and Vtla£ 

Fnsurmg effective implcmcmarion of the pol' tcy. 

E.1 ) accc s to cducatton ill all levels. 

I nc urn mg the pravatc sector to invest in education. 

Brm ' Ill the clement of com . . . 
petlllon 111 the preparation and se lection of text-boo!\ 
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10. Provision of financial support to deserving sn\dents. 

11. Promotion of research in higher education. 

1~. Professional ization and improvement of the examination system at all levels. 
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i\IAJOR iNITIATIVES 

As much as 45.000 new primary cml 20,000 Masjid schools will he opened under the 
new Education Policy. In addition, 75,000 non-formal basic education schools will be 
initiated by Prime Minister's Literacy Commission (PMLC) during the first five years 
E\'ening shift in the existmg 20,000 primary schools will be introduced. 

The existing 45.000 primary schools will be upgraded to middle level It w11l quadruple 
the number of middle schools and 30,000 new secondary schools will be opened. 

As many as 305 new secondary vocational institutions will be opened and 126 new 
mono/polytechnic institutions will be established- an increase of 150%. 

21 new universitil.:s will be established. 

100,000 new teachers will be recruited for primary. middle and secondary schools. 

The participation r,\lc at pnmary level will !:-hoot up to 90% hy the ye1r 2001 and 105% 
by 2010. 

Participation rate at secondary level will reach to 39% and 7SC' at degree level. 

The existing literacy rate will be enhanced by the 31% attaining 70% literacy by 
2010

· 

:• imary educalion will be made compulsory through a legislation and will effectively be 
11llplerncnll:d. 

Greater emphasis \\'ill be given to female education. 

Integrated cmricula will bt: introduced for Cl:1ss 1-111 and consequently the load of the 
chool-bag \dll I c reduced . 

School Admimstr.nivc Committcllls. Villai!t! Education Committee and Parent Te. chcr 
A ociation will bt: sttetH!thencd to en u~e ~upport for ba ic education. 

l~ucm10n Card schcm~.: ''ill be imroduced for the p rand the needy tudcnt 
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Tcachcr Training Program will be made more e.rrectivei Teachers -\~ill ~1e recruited on 
mcr it and their attendance wrll be momtored to unprove school per form,mce 

I) · 1 · ··11 ~...,, unr·"crsal 'rzed throunh non-formal and formal education nmarv Cl ucnllon "1 ~~-- ' ' t:-

nH:thotis which will help in eradicating illiteracy. 

\n oppollunity for primary education will .be provid~d to ~hildrcn o.f ag~ 10, 1.4 .years 
"llll \\'en: lclt out. A 2-3 years comprehcnsrvc educational p.tckagc wrll he prcp.rrcd for 

thi' gr<'ll(1. 

• · · · 1 l't , too The e\istinu Th11sc with Quranic literacy wrll be trarned rn convenuona 1 erac) :: 
c hu anic Jiteracv Pro!! ram meant for females will be extended to cover males 

' . ~ 

T~' cnfnn.:c the literacy Act. the gazette of Pakistan will notify a date for this purpose. 
\ 

Tt.:chnical and vocational curricula will be completely revised in consultation with the 
iildu<.;tr ial !'ector. 

New tcchnnln!!ies such as telecommunication, information technology, food preservation 
amltc\tik \\'ill he introduced in the existing polytechnic institutes in line with the market 
demand~ . 

1\ new sueam. ~Iatric Tech. will he launched in addition to the existing ~atric Art~ anJ 
~lntJ ic Science. 

A i'\ation Technical Education Council will be established. 

An effective mutu:tl cooperation will he developed between techmcal institutes anti the 
mdu trial sector. 

Production unu "ill be set up in selected technical rnstitutes. 

h' h"r lc•n '' rll he the only criteria for admission anu recruitment of teachers 111 •g -
~UUC.lllOll. 

I .• • • • 1 1ent therr ·uuc:umn mo;tnutton Will he encouraged to generate funds in order to supp en 
"uuccc:u ~ requirements. -

1 he prc~cnt rauo of 71 ·29 in Arts anJ 5c.rcncc ~uhjects will be halanced graduall) t 
50 51) . 

-8 \ lhrcc ~c~u' cour c of BAIBSc llonour will he introduced hcsidcs the C\i ting t,,o-~c r 
d~cH:c prt1!!r.un 
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Linkages between the universities and industries will Qe developed. 

J\~pli~~ research will be ~ncouraged . in accordance with the needs of industry. 
AccoJdlllgly, new Centers will be establtshed and the existing ones will be improved. 

The e.mploye.es of the Examination Boards and Universities would be declared as 
essentral servrces. 

Affiliated universities will be set up to conduct college level examinations. 

National Educational Testing Service will be introduced in the professional and higher 
education institutions. -

Selected Degree Colleges will be empowered to award degrees. 

A continuous method to improve the examination system will be adopted. 

Local community will be involved in school supervision. 

Investment in education from local and foreign sources will be encouraged. 

Students will he encouraged to specialize in a specific trade through mdustrial units. 
Nazira Quran from Class-I and Quranic translation from class~VI ''ill be made 
compulsory. Islamiat will also be made compulsory from Class-£ to 13A BSc. level. 

Optimum and effective utilization of education budget shall he ensured. Allocation for 
education budget shall be increased from the existing 2.2% of G:\P to 4 ~c by 200"'. 

Through a legislation. budgetary allocation to education will be made non-lapscabh:, non
transferable and not liable to cuts. 

Oy .the _Year 2003, Rs.709 billion will be required for educational expansion and 1eforrns 
whrch mcludcs about Rs.lSO billion from the private sector mvestment in educnlion. t\11 
thesc estimates are based on an annual growth of 6% 111 GOP 

Education ic; a matter or life and death to our nation. The "oriel i'\ mo\'in' so f.t ... t 
'1 ~1~t if ) ou do not educate yourself }Oll "ill hc not only left hchind hut "ill he 
uushcd up. 

Quaid-e-Azam l\luhammad Ali Jinn.th , September 26. 1947 
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EDt:CATION POLICY 1998-2010 TARGETS 

~o. of Institutions 1997 2010 Increase 

Primary Sl:l10ol 145,960 190,960 45,000 (31 %) 

Mosque School 37,000 57,000 20,000 (54%) 

Non-rormal I3asic Education Center 7,177 250,000 242,825 (3485%) 

Mtddk School 15,000 60,000 45,000 (300%) 

Scwndary Sdwol 11.000 30,000 9000 (173 %) 

ll ighcr Secondary School 350 1100 750 (214%) 

Secondary Vocational Institutions 410 715 305 (74%) 

Polytcchnical Institutions 84 210 126 (150%) 

Degree Colleges 532 700 168 (32%) 

Universities 23 44 21 (19 %) 

PARTICIPATIO~ RATE 1997 2010 Increase 

Prim:tt y level 71 105 34% 

1.Mtddlc 46 85 39% 

Secom.lat) 31 70 39% 

I rig her Secondary 11 18.4 7.4% 

Dcg1ce 2.6 10 7.4% 
. 

I..ucrncy Rate 38.9% 70 31.1% 

No. of TEACIH.RS 19,907 2,010 
-

Primary 339,000 439,000 100,000 (29%) 

Maddie 95,800 325,800 230,000 (240%) 

Secondary 160,500 360,000 99.500 (124%) 

J Jigher Secondary 10,400 21.000 10,600 (102%) 

Vocational 3,300 8.200 4.900 (148%) 

Degree College 20,907 21,286 379 (2%) 


