


{ / April 11, 1986
7 My dear Maryam,

) : Wa alaikum as—salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. I'm sorry to

. be so late in replying to your good. letter. There are so many commitments and so
little time!

Insha'Allah all is well with you. I share your concern about the
anti-Islamic demonstrations and attitudes in Pakistan. Now that Begum Bhutto has &
returned, Allah only knows what turn events may take but it doesn't seem to be
a good thing, to put it as maldly as possible. The Bhutto people I know here seem
the worst kind, and nothing has changed except probably more bitterness. May

Allah protect us all. :

And now this Libyan business. I don't quite know what to think :

but it is true that if America (or any other country) had tried to checkmate Hit-
ler early in his game he might never have become what he dids. And there is no
doubt that Gaddafi is on the same course. We seek refuge with Allah for such
terrible fitnahs. .
Well, there is such good news. Taher is remarried, to a lady sligh
tly older than khimself, with one child. She is originally from the East coast
but has been living in New Mexico, and is warm and generous and giving and very
solid. They had their walimah two days ago in the same Unitarian Church in Boul-
der which my mother attended for years. I saw again the copper doors she made,
depictring the various religons of the world, and her chandeliers, and the little |
natural rock garden behind the chiirch which was called the Elsa Deutsch Memorial !
Garden. I doubt many people remember here, but there was such a feeling of love,
of blessedness, in thet walimah that many people remarked on it. I think it was
%‘ _the barakah of her and of our sheikh; although of course whe was not Muslim but

"she was an earnest seeker after truth and Allah alone knows whet her magam was.

I was so happy that night. As for Saleha, she has gone to train to be an air
hostess with TW/A, something I'm not very unhappy about as I feel it will suit
her very well. I still love her and feel for her so muchj all during the walimah
my happiness was tempered with deep sadness about her. But Allah has her soul
in His hands and will bring her back to Himself as He sees fit, and I don't need
to think or to worry as it is all being taken care of, insha'Allah.

}

f Tahera, Taher's wife, is also a Nagshbandi, although very new.

; Her parents, typical East-Coasters, came and we had a chance to get very nicely

! acquainted. Oddly enough, her stepfather, the present husband of her mother, is
‘ a Jew by birth although not by religion. And my niece, my sister's second daugh-
ter is also married to a similar kind of a Jew. My sister Etta came to visit me
a couple of weeks ago. We had a nice and relatively simpatico twoand a half days
together. She's a lot smore open and mellow now as she works exclusively with
refugge and immigrant people 'and so knows now, what she didn't earlier, that we
aren't the only weird people around. She told me that her youngest child, Beth,
a sort of quasi-career girl for the moment, feels more than any of the others
the absence or loas of connection with my family. So I'm going to try to see
Beth on my way to (or back from) London next month and establish some sort of a
connection, as she feels drawn to us. May Allah guide us all.

I won't be writing again until after 'Eid as I'1l insha'Allah go
to London in mid-May and return just before 'Eid,with the two children. The book
(1985) is still far from complete, and I'1l only be able to photocopy the pages
and bind them, no question of printing. The proofs of the 198/, boeck came from
Karachi, full of mistakes (theirs and mine) and I pead it carefully and sent it
back to them. What a pity it won't be ready by Ramadan, but then, Allah knows
the best and He does the best, always, every time.
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N ole. a: he knows that Liie is runni'g cut. And wiat are we doing? tﬂ]’éﬁl 'n'g, oL




L

L

8
1
K
e
w

EE——
s e —

Must end this now, de ‘
. ] ar Maryam r 3
tﬂcssmimonthdw1§hogt undue hardship, and a mésg ;Z;;? ?;23 Allah grants you an ea
ing of you and storing up things to tell you. May He blesy e -or° 1'1l be thinl
bless you and your dear ones always, €Ss you and bless you and

Love,

Leoar
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i Januasy'25, 1987

.uear Maryam,
Xy Wa alaikum as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Alhamdulillah to
receive your letter of Jans 25 a few days agd. How wonderful to hear that you and
Jatima met at last! A rare and unforgettable treat. She'd written me that she was
hoping to go to the Sirah Conf. but I assumed that perhaps her medical problems
might make it impossible., I'm glad you met Zainab Ubaidullah, whom I know. I've
lalso met Zainab al-Ghazali and understand how you must have felt when she criticizeq

your dress. I think this may be a kind of reaction on her part to what she feels t
be too strict an interpretation of Islamic rules, but since the burqa has an indi-
genous development in relation to Pskistani society, I don't think it was really
in place for ‘her to voice such an opinion. Who knows what went into it~or her rea-g .
son. I have reason to believe that sometimes she does things to teach lessons to ¢
people, focussing on individual examples to convey a broader lesson.

I'm baffled about the Zeba in ISLAMIC HORIZONS, as I don't remember
writing anything recently. If you'll remind me, perhaps I can respond as to why
my letter (or article) was so unlike the Zeba you know.

As for Radhia, I had a letter from her from Cyprus — same address -
a few days ago. She is terribly hurt and bitter; nothing seems to have changed n
by her being away. I suppose (as I don't know the circumstances beyond what I saw |
in London) that the ultimate feeling is betrayal by the only one she has in this o
world apart from her non-Muslim family, and worry about her future. Perhaps you
will write. She paes dn vt b= Ny fene.

You write that if children are raised in American schools and enviro-
nment it's almost impossible to keep them from drugs, sex and bad company. No, I .
wouldn't say it's as stmrk a$ that because I know many Muslim youngsters who have
kept a clean and straight way., But it's so difficult, a fine line of not being too
strict and not too lenient, and having total understanding and cooperation between [
parents in example and standards. It's just not that cut-and-dried, but mostly its8 @ |
i walking around on the fringes of the prohibited which may lead people into many b1 ,'

borms, But on the other hand our policy of strictness, don't-have-anything-to-dp | /|

=with—-the-kufr-society has been productive of so much reaction, when young peoble | & |
realize that the so-called kufar are just people like ourselves and that the so—- I |
called Muslims are in many ways worse tham the "kufar" - this is the "big lie" I
which many of us feed our children and the reaction to this may be to scrap Islam f
¢htirely in favor of a more open way of life and more interesting indididuals L
than can be fowid among Muslims. I realize that Sheikh Nazim is salvation not only, J
for myself, as my life has been bombarded with so many confusing elements over the
past few years which might have destroyed me, but even more for the children, who
are kept to their path by the love they have for him. But it needs continued ex-
posure, and I am dying to find a means to take them to London again this year; ol
without that they may "wobble". Unfortunately our financial situation is not good
and although Moin intellectually may understand the necessity for this, I don't \
think he really does, or he would be more strongly disposed to send us. But the
bottom like at this point seems to be money, and I am asking Allah togen a way for
USe

!,’.: {

I certainly never heard about the racket of killing adopted children .
to se2l their organs, and if it happened and was found out about it would make such
an outcry. There are endless numbers of right~thinking people in this country who |
take the right side of various issues, but the problem is that they are often con- |
fused in their over-all direction. The strict Christians will be anti-~Islam and on |
the wrong side of many issues, while the non-affiliated religious people (who are !
very numerous and constitute a strong spiritual force, in my opgfinion) are often ;
misguided about various matters alsc. The thing which is so terribly frightening :
now is the toys which are on the market, with the most disgusting and satanic forms '
«nd messages. One trembles for the future of the world when children are brought }
up with such playthings from an early age. Satanism and witcheraft are rampant and |
one has continually to keep so strongly with Allah and His holy people to keep from -
being affected. Please pray for me, dear sister, and my family, that He keep us
striflctly on His straight path. Sheikh Nazim says Mahdi will be here probably in
a year and a half. If we can hang on until he comes, perhaps all will be all right,
e totally ll.)‘i]_%ave he j‘_‘s gc:)ereqt,. as eg]m%%f: wlkgta the rest of us ,do,’no Oa X el

~we that Line 1s runn wiat are we doing? Nothing, ==/
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Moin and I were at Dar-al-=-Islam last weekend for the school board meet
1S

It was good to sense some progress in the scho 3
> : ol, with many ups and do an

e old friends. They are looking urgently for a Qur'an/Arab}i{c Eeacher (;n;,_ ) e
wund out their program. S

As for the resty, I am worki i 4

ot & . 0 - ing in all my available tdéme on th 8

, and it 2s going reas@nably well although quite a bit behind sf:hercllulee ll?[iil
e the ‘Asr talks first end get them in print in londm, insha'Alsh “before
inuing w1tb the morning talks to murids, which will ta“\';o much more’work and
ial 8ttentlfl"1‘ as the tapes were very poor and ' .d to understand

All my prayers, dear Maryam, for - :

e ; . ) ntinued good healt!

tranquility of life, and coming nearer and Jre:pto Allathost H;'ilghr.l' ShE

Much,love,

(B chon

Mrs, Zeba Siddj
20 IDI%\'\_‘
Fort Collins, C <26
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May 8, 1ysy

<2 Maryam,
ssalamu alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Many thanks for your good

= " @r of April 18. I am grateful for all your love and concern for me. But I
.k insha'Allah there is no cayse to worry, as I am strong and have a lot of
vitality mpch of the time, and insha'Allah Allah preserves me from broken bones
and being a helpless invalid like my aunt in old age. What can we do? These are
genetic problems plus due to lifestyle, and so we must accept them and do the best
! wWe can.
| I pray to Allah that your Ramadan is tolerable and may be a source of bless=—
ings for you and your family. Every year it is a new chance to say "No!" to our
nafs and to give it some training. Yet I feel sad when I think what Ramadan could
and should be if our iman is deep enocugh — a time of total devotion to Allah first
with our hearts and then with our deeds and words. But we are not angels but just
human beings, and there are so many demands on our time and energies from every
direction. May Allah accept whatever we can do and make it easy for us. I pray
that you will stay healthy and that your 'Eid will be very happy and blessed.
Taher and his wife Tahera went to visit Sheikh Nazim in London and only re-
turned this Sunday; they were gone 9 days. I had their four young children, and
believe me, it was ghite a time. Taher's own children are fairly low=key, gentle
children, but the other one, little Yusuf, is an entirely different case, being
a most outgoing, assertive, strong—charactered little guy who is equal to three
of the others in demandingness. But I love him very much; he is unique and very
interesting. Alhamdulillah, I fulfilled that commitment, although not without a
great deal of shouting and scolding on my part, may Allah forgive me. )
This week I have been shopping for a new machine. Typewriters with memory |
and versatile functions like full-scale word=processors are quite common now (al-
though expensive). Everyone urged me to get a typewriter with memory and a TV
screen, but I have consistently refused to do so, as I have a great mistrust and
dislike of that sort of technology and consider it to be very harmful to health,
_ no matter what anyone may say. Instead it's possible to get the same machine but
“with a one-line screed built into the machine for reviewing and editing, which is
much né¢er, to me. But it appears that for the present I must stay with this old
faithful conventienal machine as we just can't afford to pay cash for a new one,
and any other arrangement involves interest. I mention this because of the total I
acceptance of this new computer-culture — progress is unquestionably the best, ~ac-
cording to the marketplace mentality. Count the costs later, as long as it brings
in money now. And then one is left with the question: where does one draw the
line? A machine with a built=in screen with LCD printout is all right but not a
TV screen? An electric stove and oven are fine but mirrowaves no? I'm not clear :
about such reasoning, but my body seems to have its own logic and it regcts to suc
extreme technology with aversion, as if it's something unclean or satanic - which
very likely it indeed is. i R
As for the remedy to the diseases of the West and westernism, it is indeed
the disease of all minkind in one way or the other today. And Sheikh Nazim says
there is no remedy; only a heavenly intervention can resolve the s:Ltua"c:Lon, and
that is on the way. That makes it much easier to deal with; one doesn't feel th:;
one has the responsibility of dealing as it is beyond the scope of hmman g‘;tngﬁl oy
stem the tide, which is the vanguard of ad=Dajjal and powereai by Satan. g a
preserves those whom He has chosen to come through that terrible storm i:ttl, i
ahead, and insha’Allah we will be with Mahdi, a.s., and with Jesus Ghrst, it
when he comes. We must pray for their coming every day, and ask t; ;1 in xeso:.:-
Alhamdulillsh, I completed another Sheikh Nazim book, 8lth°uﬁ 'Allsarh e
ed form. I will send you a copy with my in-laws this summer, &isha e s
" § let me know your reaction to the book which I sent by Salma (I suspec ds Bt y
PE:’?‘ Jreading it all this time, as she said she would) '_1‘1385! languaigﬁ ‘;;T;;;:Hanthe
bility, etc, Now I will begin editing the manuscript of FAREAL WP T o, it "
% ¢ thildren's book I wrote and illustrated years ago, which is st m;x.pu alising
3: § alhamdulillah for that, because re-reading it now, I fénd it didactic, mor

& ™d preachy, very heavy stmif for young children.
H

|l |
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gIsues svva auu uci yUUngest aaughter Deth paid isi i
s my sister’s first besind of her since before wz lefi ;;ziatzogg iurclat mM
a moving, even shaking experience. I was so happy about it, but Eh. an o
such deep regret. for all she missed all these years of having no cantact
our "ma‘;”-ai‘mg Bita said I may have to go to Rome again in August, to £11 B
e absent attendees, and indeed I do :
;: zhappy £5 go"at all, very much need a vacation and would
yjo further news from Radhiz?. Just wait. Apparently the jama'ah in London is
a bit bigger this year, with many Malaysians arriving. Sheikh visited Malay-
nd apparently had very'cordial relations with the 'ulama. It feels quite
ge in a way not to be in London, but it also feels like such a luxury to be
., The real work that we have to do is here, with ourselves in our usual en-—
ments, not there, and I feel that until I can present something, some devel=
t which is lasting and something real which I have done with myself, I shodd
hamed to face him. But insha'Allah we can go nexi Ramadan.
pear Maryam, Allah bless you and your dear ones wita endless blessings in thi:
, in which you are undergoing such sucrifices for His sake. Here it is so
to fast; I hardly get hungry or t.irsty but ~~ally feel well and strong. But
all it is a tremendous t#ing. Insha'Allah the rewards are proporiional to
sfforte Many du'as and salams from all the I;am/il‘—y to you mgswmﬁpwhib.
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December 14, 1987
¥ dear Maryam,

Thank you so much for your good letter of Nov. 23. I am indeed
flad to have your news, especially to know that everything seems to be all right
#ith your boys. Allah will insha'Allah protect and keep them in perfect safety
and tagwa. Don't be worried; so many people are surviving as Muslims here and
in fact making good contributions to society as Muslims, and I feel sure they will
do well.

Sheikh Nazim did not speak about the time of the Last Day at all,
only about the coming of Mahdi, a.s. (which of course has its own time-cequence
in relation to the Last Day) . However, he has said, if I understand correctly,
that the year 2100 will not come; it will all be finished by then. Believe me,
s0 many people are bonging for that because our hearts and nerves are worn out by
all the fasad around us = unseen, terrible energies registering on our keing at
a totally unseen level and grinding us down. But I am perfectly contént with the
knowledge that all is as He has planned it since the beginning of the world and
that He knows everything about us; His willle done, and we are only humble ser—
vants awaiting our Master's command.

I totally agree with you about the awful consequences of tenhhno- .
logy, yes, from cars and electricity on up to the latest, which I believe has not
yet come and is et to be invented, gﬁewg pare hearing voices here objecting to
the lorrenous array of wviolent toys, / ch are virtually indistinguishable from
the real thi Actually, people here must be totally mad or totally dead in-
side when,/ﬁ t a murmur. they agree to deliver up to their children, in the
guide of "presentg" the most disgusting and degrading playthings which are more
suitable for the children of criminals and mobsters or people into occult arts
than normal youngsters. It is frightening and terrible, and spells to me the
signs of doom of this society more than anything else. Coupled with the nonsense
of New-Age religious heresies, it is awesome in its potential consequences for
blowing avay the minds and hearts of this generation. God help us all!

i S0 what do you think about the Summit? People here think that
GorbacHev is the greatest public relations genius ever after he stopped in the
middle of a crowd on a busy Washington street, got away from his secret service-
men and mixed with the crowd. Certainly he hoped to change the terrible image
of the Soviet Union in this country, and perhaps he has done so to Some extent.
But people are still very wary of the S5.U. - rightly so, since communism is com=
munism. I watch it all with great interest, since any liberalization in the S.U.
gshould dramatically effect Muslims. And I think that the Russians have such/ﬁeep
and intense religious heritage, and any liberalization will certainly have far- |

“Peaching consequences for Christianity there, arlso, wirel dn turp sill shape the.
‘future there. Allah help them all - and their neigubors, the 'Fovietized Pe 5
of Eastern Burope who are burning with the desire for freedom.l

This week Moin and I observed our thirtieth wedding anniversay
with a xmm¥¥ lovely, very private celebration. Yusuf and Hediye did such touch=-
ingly sweet things for the occasion. How much I thank Allah that I am still
married, and for the kind man at my side, although we have our differences abt_)ut.
many vital matters — alf alhamdulillah. It almost seems that rflarriage is an im-
possible kmstate to remain in for people in this country at this time, and no
difference between Muslims and non-Muslims in this respect = Muslims may even be
worse, in fact. May Allah help us all! _

The work on the books is going well but not very fast. I decided
to complete the 1984 book, which was sent to a printer in Karachi.and never came
out, as it is a full and complete book which I have only to type into my new

_machine and xerox to be available to peoble. Hence I have halted work on the
1987 talks, which I had begun, to complete that. I am trying to use every free
moment for that work, but the book of 1984 is 300 t_iouble-spaced pages long anc;l
50 it takes a long time to type. But alf alhamdulillah for the new machinej it
is proving to be a God—send! -
i Sheikh Nazim is I believe in Malaysia, Sri Lanka or Brunel, Or

i i i d moee peo—
all of them. He is traveling more and more, trying to reach more an _ ‘
. T iv-i tdma 4e vunning cut. And what are we doing? Nothing, &l=




ytning av all, and that nothing i s
had 48 hours and T h Sy 28 taking all my tim pIT
e he virtually has?d ?;2) :énexhaus’gible reservoireo?'n?;air}ergy' & "
| does — busy and engaged wfjiihcan imagine that a man nea;ince, health and °

atil very late at ni with people and their y 70 can do halfag
g y at night, without problems and talk S
11sh to give me more ener any care for himself at s from _ SEe

- gy and hedth to be abl at all. Please ask nk
s 1 an in this world. able to do something useful as L
Dear Mar
i1y to you e m{:‘ﬁosghr;%st g0 now, sending you my love and sal
« May the Most Merciful Lord keep ;ouamsdfmm o
and your

ones N safety, peace and doing whatever earns His exalted ple
asSUurece

Much love,
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May 31, 1988
‘ar Maryam,

L1

Wa 'alaiku as-salam fwa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Just received
mr letter this afternoon and am hurryjing to reply. Alhamdulillah that you
re all right - I had begun to wonder. And masha'Allah, to be able to
omplete Ramadan! I am so happy for ybu. It must be so very, very taxing
n such heat. But Allah knows what He is doing, and alhamdulillah for
:wverything that He sends. I am thankful that I could fast without
jifficulty, as just before Ramadan I got so sick with my digestion -
hyperacidity - and without a wonderful new drug, Zantac, there is no doubt
that I could not have fasted at all.

I wish I could write about experiences in London, but you see, we

did not go after all. Look at how Allah plans for us! Four days before the

departure date, Hediye came down with chicken pox (something I had been

fearing since it has been going around). As Yusuf had never had it, I

telephoned Sheikh Nazim, and he indicated to me that I must not come with

Yusuf. I could not leave my sick daughter, and when she recovered, none of

us felt that we should go as Ramadan was already over. And then Yusuf got

sick and is only now completely recovered. But I have followed events and
the whole thing through Taher who went and through one of our dear brothers
who recently returned. Quite a large group, with all kinds of crazy and
nafsi behavior, so that it tests one's patience greatly, and in the middle
of them all, that holy, serene wali with a voice 1like an angel calling
everyone to their Lord. Ya Allah Ya Allah! I am now thinking how I can
best make certain that you are informed if/when he comes to Pakistan as at
present I have no information about it. I will try to find some way,
insha'Allah. One option is that you might write to the President, asking to

be informed. I also asked my friend in Islamabad, Qaisra Shah, who is a

personal friend (major gen.'l's wife) of Zia, to inform you, as she has

access to the President/Begum Sahiba. Her address is 134 Race Course Road,

“0ff Peshawar Road, R'pindi, in case you want to write to her yourself for

the same purpose. I stayed with her for several days and feel she is a

responsible perscn.

Sheikh Nazim approved in principle our going to Kuwait, saying to
Taher that even if there is danger for others, we will be protected because
of our faith, and I have trust in his promise. Only this morning did we get
word that Moin's appointment is now approved, and we are beginning to make
our plans firm now. It will be a terribly hectic summer, I guess, as I
could not refuse when my daughter-in-law asked me to keep their two older
children for one month, during which time our daughter Ameena will be coming
with her two children, and we will be trying to get everything ready for ocum
departure. Taher/Tahera have quite a heavy and stressful load with hix;;‘
three and her one young children, problems cropping up often with the
ex-wife, many health problems, etc., and it is important for us to do
whatever we can to help. So it will be all right, insha'Allah. It seems
clear that I must go to Rome on my way to Kuwait, and I think I may take
Hediye, leaving Moin and Yusuf to wind things up and then we will meet in
Kuwait when they arrive. But all that has to be determined a bit later.

There is a lovely, sincere, kind, deep young Saudi gsister here whom

I came to like very much. As she has a relationship with a sister who is a

secret Sufi, I assumed she knew something about tasawwuf and opened the

whole matter of Sheikh Nazim to her, even giving her one of his books. Her
response shocked me. In a loving, gentle manner (with tears, even) she
called and said that it was all very strange, bordering on shirk to say that

any human being can know ghaib or be in touch with the souls of the dead,

: etc., etc. She had never heard such a version of Islam and was very fearful
that I might end up like the Christians! And did not Ibn Taymiyyah and M.
Abdul-Wahhab warn against such bidat as this? I must not follow him blindly
but must try to see what this is leading to and how much of a deviation from
Islam. I was quite taken aback and startled, never anticipating (in my
foolishness) such a response, consistent with the brain-washing which must

“ha standard in all Saudi schools, in which nothing has reality except their

TR
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, history ,ang ;'_er:l;m of Islam. I told her to go and di o T et
ownedly Sufi fr end when she returns to Saudi thilSC]uss it with her
= &.despite the fact

he son of a ve -
it a the e ry highly-placed religious s¥fguse i |
it there a;-(-g coun e-ss secret Sufis in the 7p 718 rtie#o :p Memcca e b
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. July 14, 1988

y dear Maryam,

As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you so much
‘or your aerogramme of June 13. I am glad to know that you are all right
and especially that you are writing your biography. This is exciting news,
and it must be wonderful to be writing a book again. I will be so
interested in knowing how it goes, and if you would like some feed-back or
anything of that sort, I'd also be glad to review it at any stage, time
permitting, in Kuwait or wherever I may be. As it obviously involves the
disclosure of details which may be hard for you or Khan Sanib to have
publicized, you could finish it and put it away with directions that it be
published posthumously if that seems a good solution.

I certainly am not suprised at your reaction to our going to Kuwait.
it is everything you imagine - maybe much more. But still I believe
that in some respects which are critical at present for my young daughter
Hediye, it will be better than here. At the least, it will be an experience
and an adventure. But I am more hopeful than that. I believe that Allah
Subhanahu wa Ta'ala has arranged it for some more important purpose than
that, and I am going in search of that purpose. Please pray for us as the
Lime approaches. We are scheduled to leave on Aug. 20 (first class, of
course, as Moin is a full professor, astaghfirullah!), flying direct. It
will of course take time to settle in, but a fully-furnished, large
apartment will be given to us, so it will be much easier than counterpart
experiences in Pakistan, Turkey and Jordan, insha'Allah.

I have been going through a difficult time with my health,

especially with my back (which is better now, alhamdulillah)
a pain management clinic.

Yes,

and went to
There I am being seen several times a week by an
acupuncturist, physiotherapist, chirpractor, massage therapist, biofeedback
therapist, who are treating me or teaching me techniques for managing my own
sitwation. I have realized that much of 4y back trouble and other problems
are due to stress, which manifests as various types of illness or pain.
Biofeedback is a wonderful tocl for |learning relaxation and stress
management, and I hope I can go from here in better condition than I am at
present. I don't know why it should be a stress to me to have my
grandchildren here; other women adore having their grands with them.
Probably I am mirroring my mother's ways of dealing with things, which was
very stressful, indeed. Anyway, it is wonderful having By daughter Ameena
here, her first real visit in three years, and, she is;staying a long time.

She is doing well with her pregnancy - my only *° . ¢ is that I won't be
able to be with her when she delivers, as T 7 an with her other two
births; it means so much to both of nsp ol A ¢ with her to help her

after the delivery. This reinforces my seiise that cur going to Kuwait is a
divinely-planned move, with khair insha'Allah for others besides ourselves.
I had the idea to begin another book, an autobiographifal one relating to.my
inner journey, but at present there is as yet no sense ~f easing or opening
in my heart so that feelings and words can flow, as they Qid during my trip
to Pakistan - but perhaps it will come. One of the first things I have to
do in Kuwait is to buy a typewriter whicﬁ can do Sheikh Nazim's work (as I
have a number of talks transcribed for th preparation of a small Rgol-T g
my own personal work as well. !

My present wish is that when we return to the U.S. (probably after
one year) we somehow settle near Ameena, as it is foolishness to be s? far
away from our children and grandchildren but housing in California 1s SO
terribly expensive that unless Moin goes‘lon working at his job here_ (frogl
which he is on leave), we cannot possibly live. It is all in confusion an
very much on my mind, but insha'Allah Allah will open something good for we.
I have this sort of dream of starting a émall museum of Islamic decorai.:l;:i
art wherever I settle, and a probably tothlly unrealistic hope that I-ml?:he
meet someone in Kuwait (which has the best museum of Islamic art 1n‘bl
world) who might help me with this, both as a means of d'awah and pos}s;:owz
also as a source of livelhood for us after Moin retires. But Allah

F
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_ | W/ ~J August 1, 1988

s#ar sister Maryam,

. p— ,
As-salamu ‘alaikum. It has been some time since 1 received your

-8 letter, but I know you weren't expecting a quick reply. This will of
irse be the last time I will write from here, as we are insha'Allah

ﬁﬁeaving on Aug. 20 for Kuwait. Please do write me there in the future, c/o

Dr. M. M. Siddiqui, Dept. of Mathematics, University of Kuwait, P.0O. Box

5969, Kuwait, KUWAIT.

Dear Maryam, I hope you are all well and happy and peaceful, you and
all your family. I will wait for your next letter there.

I myself had hoped that this would be a time when I would be in a
state of relaxation and expansion of heart as I prepare to return to the
Muslim world, no matter how modernized it may be. But Allah has sent
something so unexpected my way - to be brief, there are irreconcilable
differences between Taher and his new wife Tahera, and they are separating
and will undoubtedly divorce. The three children, Sara, 7, Abdullah, 6, and
Hasan, almost 4, have already been told, and Tahera is in the process of
moving out while Taher is looking for a small apartment for himself and his

children. However, we are being asked to become the legal guardians of the
children and to secure visas so that they can come to live with us in
Kuwait. It is originally intended for this year only, but I don't see how

Taher can realistically expect to marry a woman who will take his three
children any better than Tahera has been able to do, and so I anticipate
that they may be with us indefinitely - something which my husband is not
going to accept. The children are quite lovely and love me very much,
although the little one is a bit spoiled and manipulative after spending
nearly two months with Tahera's parents and his step-brother. It is a huge
challenge to my ability to accept what Allah sends, and I have been fighting
a great battle within myself, looking for a way out as this is definitely
something which my selfish nafs finds very distasteful. But our sheikh says
that one improves by means of trials and by anything which teaches patience,
and I must understand that, although this is not easy, Allah is sending me,
by special delivery, something uniquely my own test for my own advancement,
and I can only say "Alhamdulillah" that He is looking at me and sending what
is suitable. I pray that I will be able to handle this responsibility, and
that it will take me out of my very self-centered and selfish present state
and expand my heart through the love of these three helpless children who,
through no fault of their own, are the subject of so much upheaval and
suffering. Sara is a beautiful-natured, sweet child who looks like her
mother but in whom I also discern traces of my own mother. 'Abdullah is a
serious child who reminds me of Taher at his age; he is the one who is
suffering the most obviously, as he has developed such a severe urinary
incontinence that it has to be treated with medication. Hasan is an
unattached, very charming, rougish little guy with a wonderful smile, but he
is disturbing in his lack of attachment, which is no wonder, as he lost his
mother at the age of a year - and was never wanted even before that. His
mother, Saleha, has been to visit them here a couple of times. I still love
her and see the beauty in her personality, but she is quite lost and devoid
of Islamic values, professing only to believe in "herself." May Allah help
her and all of us.

My older daughter, Ameena, has been here for the past two or three
weeks with her two children, and has been a God-send of support and help,
even though she is very pregnant and uncomfortable. I never imagined it
would be possible to pack up a house with five young children underfoot, but
we're doing very well, on the whole, and are on schedule. Meanwh.il‘a I am
going to several appointments a week to a pain control clinie for
acupuncture, massage, biofeedback, chiropractic care, etc., for my back, -':-n
an attempt to learn some techniques by which I can help myself. I don't
think it's been so successful but I've learned quite a lot about myself, and
Perhaps it may be useful in some ways. There are invitations, visits, etc.
Just now several key members of our Muslim group are moving from here, and
there wi11 he auite a gap in the community. I personally don't feel any
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h - March 13, 1990
Maryam, AR
' . .. Wa ‘alaikum as-salal Wafr tallahi wa barakatuhu. I received
y bur letter of Feb. 21 a few days ago, and yesterday your second letter
J,. (which I promptly destroyed). I am so sorry about the upset which my
'~ letter caused you; may Allah forgive me for my thoughtlessness toward
you. The only excuse I have to offer is that, knowing you as I do, there
were things I wished to understand after reading your book. Be assured
that I do not discuss these private matters of yours with anyone, and no
one is aware of anything except from your own writings. Your reputtion
as a scholar and as a great contributor to Islam stands unmatched; there
is no Western Muslimah whose contribution can compare with yours. And
the questions I asked were purely my own; I did not discuss any of this
with Kayani. The book, as it stands, is a remarkably moving one, and a
most valuable gift to the saga of Western Muslims. I don't think you
should ever hesitate to have it circulated, as it is effective and
wonderful even without any changes.
Kayani recently came back from U.K. and is very back-logged with
Everything ATP publishes must go through the usual channel of
review by a committee, and thi: has yet to be done with your book.
Things move very slowly with ATP in any case. My children's book, Kareem

work.

and Fatima, is only now at t!.: 'ntial stages of the printing process,
after all this time. And now i. rime to change the subject...
I was relieved to ! ' Lhat Haider's marriage was not

consummated, making the divorce ‘o much easier and more tolerable. May
Allah send him - and you and Khan Sahib - a daughter-in-law who will be
all you could wish for your son.

I got a phone call a couple of wegks ago from Amina as-Silmi, who
came back from Pakistan and the conference full of enthusiasm. She said
she had met you there. Did you attend the entire conference? What was
your impression?

I have been working in all my spare time on the retyping of Boock
Three of Sheikh Nazim; there were some errors and the format was very
poor. I sent the entire book as it is to Kayani to get some clear
directions about what he thinks ATP can use and what not, but haven't
heard from him. There is such a little time left to me to work until we
go to Turkey that I must really push myself. Our daughter Ameena, now in
mid-pregnancy with her fourth child, will be arriving in summer to stay
until almost the time of our leaving and will have the baby here (in
Denver, actually). Taher's wife is due to have the ninth child (his
fourth, her fifth) in June; they seem to be doing well, although with so
many children, someone or the other is always sick. Selima, our middle

| daughter, has finished her studies in New Zealand and is now in Hawaii
working for a short time before returning. It's been more than two years
since we've seen each other and I'm expecting her here soon, but x(amdk
since our understandings are very different at this point, I don't expect
it to be a very pleasant visit.

We are all struggling along with Turkish. Yusuf is quite quick
to memorize and learn, and Moin also has a good retentive capacity. I
have a kind of feel for the language and considerable more fluency than
the others, but still it is such a difficult language that it takes a
concentrated effort (which none of us is putting) to really learn it.

I am now dealing with some Americans who are interested in Islam,
and one new Muslim, a junior high-age boy, Yusuf's friend. It is very
difficult to know how to get through to them, because their background
interposes objections to so many aspects of Islam, especially issues

' ‘related to women, hijab, separation, etc. Because they haven't seen
Islam as it is practiced in the matrix of a Muslim socie’ oracticed
rightly or wrongly makes no difference - "L the to!: wosphere of

the society which counts), these things ; '“e no scise to tiiem, especialtl)y
as they see them practiced by the predominant Gulf (saudis, etc.) Arabs
here, Unfortunately, my mind is so busy with personal matters that I am

Le' “=°t able to iiva this g real attention, but how to aﬁroach such Eeogle
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g a matter which needs serious and deep thought. Yes, it is true that '
jpericans lack any transcendant, permanent moral laws, which in itself is

cause of terrible problems, but mostly they don't undertand that this i

=
¢ the case and hence are not open to it as a solution. You must first )
ﬁoﬁinced of the truth of something before you can believe it, and

nats with all the adverse propaganda and image of Islam and Muslims, is
L M‘tbmg which is exceedingly difficult to present. In short, hidayat
¢ from Allah; but we must be open to varied ways of presenting Islam
ccordiﬂg to the mentality of various people sc that we leave no stone
sturned in our effort to share it with others.
pear Maryam, I think of you with deep affection. Again, I am so
rey- and I would ask you to keep my personal affairs between the two
¢ us always. I hope the renovations of the house are nearing
mleum, I can imagine how frustrating that is to live with. Here we
ge had 80 much snow; again today it's snowing - alhamdulillah for the
soisture, go badly needed. I pray that you will have a most blessed

gsadan; may Allah make it easy for you and accept it. Until next time -
Much love,
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My dear Maryam, te e A

As-salamu ‘alaikum Qa rahmat-Allahi wa barakatuhu.
First, thank you so much for your recent letter. I'm sorry
jt's taken me so 1long to reply to it, but things have been
hectic here recently. Alhamdulillah you could fast without
undue difficulty; may Allah accept it from you and grant you

to see many more Ramadans, in good health and peace.,
Unfortunately I don't have your letter in froﬁt of me
just now to reply to what you've written. So I will just
give you the news from here. Taher went to London at the
beginning of Ramadan; there were crowds of people. He

reported many very important things related to Sheikh Nazim
and coming world events (Prince Charles will become Muslim,
Gorbachev will fall, re-united Germany, Japan and Turkey will
fight” with the Soviet Union; and he is the khalifa of
Rasul-Allah, s.a.w.s., at this time, which I believe with all
my heart). My second daughter Selima came home after a
2%-year absence and travels all of the world; she stayed
three weeks and left to the West Coast to find a settled job.
Moin's sister Razia and her husband, who are now more or less
settled in San Francisco with their son, have come for a
two-week visit, and that's why I wasn't free to write. Moin
has been taking them all over and I think they've had a good
time, and there is good understanding between them and me,
alhamdulillah. Yusuf will graduate from high school at the
beginning of June and take his first university course in
summer. The other in-laws will come for a few days in
mid-June. Taher's baby is due at the en& of June. Our
daughter Ameena, then eight months pregnant, will arrive at
the end of June and will have her baby here at around the
beginning of August. And we must be in Ankara by the end of
August. Alhamdulillah, I'm not worried because I've
basically made-myself stop thinking, and that is the only way
to peace in this time. The One who gives burdens is enough
for handling them and taking them away...

Still I have a lot of work left on the pelishing and
typing of Sheikh Nazim's 1987 talks, arranging them and the
1986 talks into categories (separate small books) and
submitting them to ATP, which very little time left to do it
in. We have turned over our house to a property manager and
will rent it, I guess, fully furnished, as the labor of
moving furniture out and in is just too much for Moin.
Doesn't matter; we are on our way to our Lord's Divine
Presence and the less we are attrached to this world the
better. Alhamdulillah that I can feel this way now. ‘

Because of all I have to do, very 1likely I won't be
able to reply regularly, but do keep your letters coming.
And after the beginning of Sept., the address will be:
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/o Dr. M. M. siddiqui
epartment of Industrial Engineering
ilkent University

>,0.B. 8-06572 Maltepe

snkara -

rhere, hopefully a fully-furnished ap
partment wi )
the University campus. Please pray for me, deailsr:t::ady in

All the best from Moin, Yusuf

and Hedi
gazia for you and your family. I pray all is " :gihAupt
and your dear ones and you are peaceful. ¥yos

With love,
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dear Maryam, "

1 received your recent letter a couple of days ago. The news it
.tained was very disturbing, the first very direct news we've had

.ecently of the state of affairs. May Allah save Pakistan and its

# people, as He has been doing all these years since its beginning. Time

after time when I've been there I've been sure that the events I was
seeing presaged the end, but Allah's mercy always kept her, perhaps for
the honor of the Holy Prophet whose awliya are buried there or for the
lsake of the people who love him so much. Insha'Allah His protection
covers her, and keeps you and your dear ones in safety.

But it is not only Pakistan. Wherever we look in the world
there are terrible dangers, fires burning almost out of control, and it
seems that day by day the end is getting closer; it cannot be too far
off now, especially as the situation in Israel is escalating so. We
must just keep our faith in Allah Ta'ala and His endlessly wise plan,
knowing that whatever we bear and suffer is a means for our improvement.

Here, too. Society is deteriorating at a terribly fast rate. I

am now reading books about the New Age phenomena (esp. N.A. religion,
which comes complete with denial of God/divinity of man, ancient
paganisms revived, shamanism, witchcraft, mediums, channeling, all
obviously under ' the control of evil jinn who masquerade as "enlightened"
beings, the Ascended Masters, spirits of now-dead persons, etc,), The
move in W. society away from religion ("dogma") toward/into secular
humanism has made this so easy, and children are indoctrinated into this
mode of thought from a very early age. 1I've always been conscious that
from the very first day I put my children into kindergarten they were
taken out of my hands, but was at loss to explain it. Now I know. The
educational establishment, esp., is dedicated to fostering such
attitudes in the minds of children, and all the hideous array of
technologies, science fiction (a multitude of s.f. toys and games, as
well), video games, fantasy pursuits & preoccupations, are, acc. to some
Christian sources, merely the precursors of acceptance of the Dajjal
when he comes as a superhuman, super-enlightened being. Now in London
there is a person living among Indo=Pak. people, who calls himself Lord
Maiterya, the returned Christ (not Jesus, thought, because that is too
Christian). Perhaps he is the Dajjal. All the signs point to something
happening soon, and our sheikh is telling us to be prepared from 1990
onwards. The cult of "self," culminating in the theosophist/pantheistic
belief that we are all divine, we are all God but that a personal God is
a nonsensical belief, is now at its peak, and one sees its evil
influence in almost everything. The worst is in the schools, where
children are taught that they are the most important thing, what they
think, what they want, is more important than anything else, and that
they must express themselves. May Allah help us - that is alll

Now I am so busy trying to finish my work on S.N.'s manuscripts
so I can submit a portion to ATP before leaving. Packing up will be
done just before we leave, about Aug. 20. As for a stable govt. in
Turkey, I think this is highly incorrect; the military stands poised to
take over whenever it deems it necessary. In any case, Allah arranged
this for us, and we are going, insha'Allah - to what, only He knows. We
will find all the same evils there; but I still hope that for my hungry
and tired heart there may be some opening, somehow...

Razia Husaini and her husband were here for two weeks; and our
daughter Selima came back for a three-week visit. 1I'm sure I wrote to
you, but perhaps the letter was lost or I could have misplaced it before
mailing. Very sorry for the gap. I hope we'll write at least once more
before I leave, but here is the address, in any case:

c/o Dr. M. M. Siddiqui

Department of Industrial Engineering

Bilkent University

P.0.Box 8 =~ 06572 Maltepe

Ankara, Turkey

e —— e — R e T T T T e e A —— 1



I'm glad that your new book is out and pray that Allah makes :Lj

1iving evidence for the truth of His deen. If you can manage to get a
»py to me, I would be so glad (perhaps to Turkey would be better, as it
ay take three months to arrive). I would certainly suggest sending a
opy to Kayani at ATP, for whatever may come of it. In the meantime, I
o hope Haider is settled and a new marriage is being worked out wit}: a
pitable and deserving girl, and that at the domestic level all is
eaceful for you. I think we are all waiting; the whole world is
aiting, knowing that the present trend cannot continue much longer, and
loping for they don't know what. Alhamdulillah that we do know what,
and e have every reason to be hopeful and optimistic. The only key is
p.tienc‘ and keeping one's heart with Allah, nothing else. I am seeing
gach worried, upset families here, women so terribly burdened by their
nusba“‘}’ and/or children that they are becoming nervous wrecks.

May
t all that suffering which Muslims are carrying for -His sake,

o
and utg'c; Holy One, Mahdi, a.s., soon. Dear sister, may He keep you
in HiS @ cy and His love, and all those who belong to you.

With my love,
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Jawuvary 3, 1992
+—dear Maryam,

- As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Please do
.forgive me for not having written earlier. 1I've just returned from a
#&o—week trip to California and I'd planned to write before leaving, but
1 things just got too hectic. The letter which I wrote many weeks ago
evidently never reached you, and 1 was afraid you'd worry about not
hearing anything from me, which I see was indeed the case from your
letter to Moin. You can't know how busy my life is at times, but be sure
that I never forget you and that I will write when I can. I do hope all
ig well with you and your family members, and that you are passing a
peaceful and useful time.

Many things happened. First, Taher's oldest daughter Sara came
to live with us for an indefinite period in November; his wife's health
is poor and this eleven-year-old girl needs more attention than is
available for her. She has been a lovely addition to our family, giving
me some much-needed incentive and bringing some youngness into our very
quiet family circle. Our daughter Selima came for a visit at
Thanksgiving. In between I spent my spare time editing a large and very
interesting children's manuscript, going through it carefully twice; I
mailed it back to ATP just before we left on our holiday. Moin and Yusuf
drove out and met Hediye, Sara and me at the San Francisco airport. We
spent our two weeks' holiday very happily, visiting with all our many
relatives and enjoying the children very much. Taher, Selima and Ameena
all live within a fifty mile radius; Moin's sister Razia from Lahore
lives nearby with her husband and son's family, and his younger brother

Waheed is also close, as well as his married and unmarried sons. So

there is a big crowd of family now, masha'Allah. We also visited with

Sheikh Hisham, Sheikh Nazim's son-in-law and khalifa in the U.S., who

seemed to have so much wisdom, and some light came into my heart for

perhaps the first time since returning here.
We have now to deal with the knotty problem of our family's
Primary consideration must now be given to Yusuf's education, as
well as to the fact that all our family is in California. I don't want
to be in a separate continent from Yusuf and I actually now need him
physically because of my back, so we are thinking of moving wherever he
goes to school. One possibility is a nice little town in Ca. called San
Luis Obispo, 230 miles south of S.F. and 180 miles north of L.A.; we
visited there and liked it. However, the Muslim community seems to be
very small and perhaps dominated by very fanatical Wahhabis. It
cerrifies me to think of moving to a place where I don't know anyone,
where I would have to travel for hours on a freeway to reach my relatives
(there is a family who belong to S.N. in a town an hour distant; they
hold dhikr every week), but I think we can't continue being alone here in
F.C., which I really like as a place very much; if we had some ones
belonging to us here, I probably wouldn't think of leaving, but as it is
it seems to me that we must go. At the same time, Moin has a permanent
job here every other year (or alternate semesters, as he prefers), and no
other job for the other periods. So it is a very confused and confusing
picture. I have no idea at all what we'll do, but Turkey seems to be out
of the picture, as I don't want to leave Yusuf and couldn't live there
without him anyhow, as he did so much of our running around and necessary
errands. Moin has applied to various places but so far no response from
anywhere. I am trying to leave it all to Allah. My back is also more
painful now than before and my activities more and more limited. I pray
that Allah may make all these tests a means of coming closer to Him and
of cleansing, and am asking for tawakkul and sabr.

I'm glad you heard positively from Radhia; I owe her a letter,
I wish I could find time for some useful work but all my time seems
to be spent in appointments with physiotherapists, biofeedback, etc., for
my back, but without any really positive results. However, the sixth
Sheikh Nazim book is nearly complete, alhamdulillah.

future.

too.
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e January 25, 1992

.

;r Maryam,

Wa ‘alaikum as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you
much for your good letter of Jan. 3, which contained many ideas which
am deeply in agreement with. I do hope this will find you and all your

dear ones in good health and condition generally.

Yes, the state of the world is deteriorating rapidly, but to me
this is not a cause for alarm, as it has been fortold in hadiths. The
events and conditions which RasulAllah, pbuh, foretold must take place,
as he is the most truthful one, and it is clear that before the holy one,
Mahdi, a.s., is sent, things must become too terrible to continue. The
return to barbarism (Bosnia, India, etc., etc.) is one mark of this, and
so of course is the deterioration in sexual morals. But worse is on the
way, I think, before it's all over, and with each new sign, I am waiting
with more and more certainty for the promised messiah. May we live to
his time and be with him and with the forces of hagg and holiness!

Here in F.C. and in so many other places the masjid community is
torn apart by different views, power struggles, etc. - I hear this from
everywhere in this country. I totally agree with you that fanatacism is
the deepest evil among us, regardless of which side it's propagated by.
Certainly the methods of the Tabligh people leave one with a sense of
distaste, probably turning away many people. The in-fighting among
Muslims will continue until the divine intervention takes place because
everyone is putting his ego forward and insisting that everything must be
as he thinks is 'correct' Islamically. Sometimes I get confused because
it is true that we here have compromised on so0 many issues (minor ones,
howvever), but we are forced to or lose ourselves/our children. You just
can't apply a rigid Islam under these conditions, and the only way I see
is to make people love Islam. Of course, I am silent about the way of
tasawwuf because to most people it is unmentionable and detestable. A
‘nousand times alhamdulillah that I found my direction, and director, in
my sheikh, giving me the balanced view of how to deal with contemporary
issues and situations from an authoritative point of view. You just
wouldn't believe some of the situations we hear about here; almost every
Muslim family has some case of zina, divorce, loss of young people to
Islam, etc., etc., and it would be a great wonder if it weren't the case.
What can we do except pray for our Lord's mercy and for the coming of the
holy one soon?

There is tremendous anti-Semitism among Muslims here, notably
| the Arabs. I have a close friend from Lebanon who insists that they are
all the enemies of Allah because it says so in Qur'an and that we can't
be friends with them. Yet they are championing the cause of Bosnia;

tan you imagine a Muslim championing anything to do with Jews, ever?
Here, kids from the local synagogue decided to make collecting clothes
for B. part of their Bar Mitzvah prep. They came to the masjid with a
' few women and we sat together and compared notes about our respective
faiths, finding so much in common. Among believers who accept each
others' faith as valid, there can be no question of 'religious conflict';
it is a huge mistake, I believe, and there must be mutual respect and
dialogue and working together for Allah's cause. Certainly there are
some beginnings of this visible in this country now, and surely
tlsewhere, alhamdulillah, but it needs to gain momentum and flourish as a
Senuine movement of believers toward each other and against evil. I was
told that the Pope's next major agenda is to mend fences with the world
of Islam; I've found Catholics the closest to Islam and also the easiest
to address because of our common values. As for the charge that they're

H fs may be
idolaters. I don't accept this for a moment; their belie
confused l'::ut the intention is for God, even if that is read 'Jesgus.'




We went to California for the two weeks of Christmas break. The
reak in continuity has thrown off everything and I've not yet been able
o get back into my normal work routine on the Qasas. Also there are
ome small involvements with Bosnia (perhaps with coming refugees),
arious friends and their problems and needs, the Islamic school here,
n which it's so difficult to affect some of the teen-agers who have
l[rotm up without any Islamic life. Alhamdulillah that my back is ever so
uch better now after using a bone-replacement drug for osteoporosis -
| can now sit and lie without pain, so that it's almost a miracle!
Jowever have been wrestling with chronic sinusitis for months, on anti-

tics since September. Hopefully this will finish now.
e pear Maryam, I send you my heartfelt du'a for a most blessed and
fn].filling Ramadan, insha'Allah perhaps a bit easier than previous years
in terms of the heat. Moin's best salams to Khan Sahib and all my
f:mi]-Y'B galams to you. Until next time -

Your loving sister
Feon
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s Maryam, i -

/ | U2 alaikum as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. I was very
Y ™ 3 nave your good letter of March 13, with the news of your sons'
= 3 Despite all the fuss and worldliness any Pakistani marriage
F/ /.ich you understandably hate, you know that you've done what
"z done to make everyone involved happy and now it's over.

. ‘“misah you have your precious space back (I sympathize totally with
this; _my room is my refuge, although my typewriter and workspace is in
the family room) and are settled once again.
these distractions and inconveniences, was special and wonderful, and
insha'Allah not too stressful in terms of heat. Now your sons may be in
America, or will go scon. 1Insha'Allah they'll be all right. No doubty
there are many shifts and adjustments necessary, but many, many sincere
Muslims are living Islam here and raising their children well.
a hopeless situation, as you seem to feel -
situation of earlier Muslims who settled
eventually made them Muslim.
socon, of course,

4=

I hope Ramadan, in spite of

It's not
not anymore than the
in non-Muslim areas and

I don't see this as happening any time
but I see some shifts and changes:

there is more power
Muslim hands and more

conscicusness of potentialities. I myself

‘tended the organizaticnal meeting of the N. American Council for Ms.

jen in N. Va. at the end of Feb. and feel that there is great potential

(e for pesitive action and change, and women are ready to work and
nt for something. We can only hope that this will be something useful
vital for the life of Ms. in this country.

Alhamdulillah, I'm all right, although slowed and having to
Lerate activities. My sister came to visit for four days, the first
i in seven years or so, although I've been to her briefly. She
ysught dozens of old letters concerning our emigration from Vienna, life

England, what happened to our parents,
~. *half in German.

YIRS

and our coming to America,’
I was terribly moved by the tragedy of what
}_.Jpened to my family and cried a lot, feeling especially my mot*ar's
in in it all; my sister wants to get some of the Gr. papers translated
4 has already put everything into her computer. I was unhappy to open
1 old wound, realizing that it never really closed for me, while she is
able to remember anything about our 1life in Vienna, although she was
ven when we left, and very little later. Perhaps I'll finish the story
3 day and bring it around to its ultimate end, which is my destiny in
.am, so that it will have a positive message for the descendants for
ym it is intended (not for publication).

T continue tof,  get very little done; I quess my
roject"-oriented days "are Ovex, The uncertainty about where we are
ing to settle (now & ci°1ce, it seems, betweer.n a't least three more
ars in F.C. oOr moving YO Sacramento) is v. difficult but we can't

cide anything at this pointba-_bg}&ere )OS R e
‘ailable. Moin intends to elike o F.C. e
ise, but of course I would

| ’

3 i £ yYet the idea of iR -to be Cneatri mj:: cr;lill;irer;c:r;d
‘i-andchildren b S entirely newv communltY_tOL a'i s ert azd it-:;
p me, as it gy bf—, a:ut down roots anywhere ?;m.’i‘i?ﬂ“; riﬁ::; ) b
y difficult for me O pest for us- 3w £ind A :
ey oot put this is what ..o giffjcult
lah Allah dec:des _old Sara, bu : N,
-year : e ever e
» be a mother to ‘eleven YI e AR 1ittle tlfnt. ‘ S se;:t
d I must be patlent;s $ g Pe just the way i ! gy ahuke, v
sadi T example. u iust to pr: 4
l.atz::.nf.:i,“ gf:l ot to think too much but J
A try

lm _ary weak and vulnerable.

T

« f ¥ s (“ ’E-%
. oy WOV~ F"{"’L’ (
l&._.., A P ‘U‘N\“ 13

|}4 Y - y- 4



o 1— ~f rhristmas breax. 'Inc‘

Have you been
able to writ £
glad to hear a ite anything sinc :
bout ISLAMIC TRADITION. HZr:amadan Einiding
, too, Islamic

lications and organizations are proliferati
ing.

., in cooperation with a demo .
RO .non—MUSJ'im director; the giﬁz};iz center' in San Diego and wox-
ncy iovelved.. Thim 4 something he-an Muslim Council is thg g .
A fundlng was not available. e i ]f been keen about f,O""A B.5:0
3:&::: fag s think 388 pretty ESSenr:?i‘;sl t::\e ey Ofﬁy:{; c::nt:e;tellt
1 a ve in z o et~ -
;zes, givingqr,\im :er‘ezt:.ng, ~rewarding project ,-g«o%l Fort Collins, but
i1l tak job in his coming "year oré are so many wjfs" Jjust
:t t‘:;;’; £ :k:y 50:1: months to be known,.;, and that without Yusuf, is
;t out of quest,lon, ‘iOOtag:in for ?ﬂﬂthe fact that no job has been
fored to Moin in Turkey upotmf‘?li'. 1 guessed long 2ago that we were
rsonae non grata in that se ¢ institution pecause of obvious Islamic
one foot in front of the other, day by

sracteristics. Walking b}~ 1y, B s
: an ikr.

t sabr, shukr

, there is no solutio xcep
ess and keep you happy

Dear Maryam, Allah,
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August 3, 199
4r Maryam,

o As-salamu 'alaikum. Your good letter just arrived today; many
anks. And I'm replying at once because if I wait, most probably it

i11 be a long time before I can write, as this is the "busy season" at
ny house.

We could talk without end about all the problems of modern
civilization and among Muslims especially; one senses that it's all
getting worse on both fronts at a dramatic rate, and only Allah knows
what it means. The sheikh has promised Mahdi's coming before the year
1990, and these are just precursors of that, without a doubt. I sit here
and think about it all, and more and more my mind is unable to deal with
anything except the immediate situation around me and my own spiritual
life. The rest is too complex, confused, and seemingly hopeless. p ¢
often wonder why everyone doesn't feel that way but I guess it's because
the young are always hopeful and buoyant, while I see different signs and
am also not able to do anything any longer to deal with wider problems.
To wme, like yourself, to be at home is all I want. I Jjust can't
understand why people want to run around and be amused, as I don't any
f longur, and am completely content with my house, garden and writing, and
Y to be able to contribute something useful in any way.
As for your daughters-in-law, I imagine there will be a mixed
initial reaction: awe and wonder at the greatness of the ocutward aspects
of society here, and loneliness and a sense of lostness at being so far
from everything familiar. The latter will predominate, perhaps, for the
|first years, but then they'll adapt and get used to the way of life here.
I don't think you have to worry about their Islam, or your grandchild-
ren's, for the Islamic impetus is fairly strong here, especially in
‘metropolitan areas where there are large immigrant communities, and they
-pWill keep their traditions and survive quite well, I imagine, if they are
strong to start with. However, more and more I take issue with the rigid
‘ideological model which most born-Muslims carry around, as surviving here

3- as Muslims means flexibility and adaptiveness in approaches. Many
Muslims are so locked into their ideological model that they can't make
the adjustments necessary (not always liked) to save their children's
Islam, for if they are held too rigidly, they'll rebel and leave
altogether. Living here, or maybe snvwhere, today is an exercise in
wisdom, subtlety and folle: - .. : .instincts rather than living by the
rules of 6th century Madin which just won't work here. May Allah help
us all!

Next week I plan a week-long trip to Chicago to wvisit a sister
whose husband has recently died; they were very long-time friends.
There, I'1l also insha'Allah explore a new medium, video. I'm in contact
with a Pak. brother, Abdul-Malik Mujahid, who does children's videos, and
I suggested to him a sort of story-telling approach (a woman surrounded
by children). He'll take me to his studio and I'll see how it's done and
then we'll do some filming and see what the results are. I'm not a
person to write anything I have to say, so it'll all be extempore,
probably based on the prophets' stories which I'm writing. While I don't
really feel up to any of this, it's somehting I feel I have to try to do
as we need every possible approach to reach our children's hearts, and I
know from the sheikh that speaking heart to heart is the most effective
and lovely way to reach anyone.



Sheikh Nazim is probably at present in Cyprus but should soon
eave for Malaysia. I believe he was in Pakistan briefly last winter on
he way back from Mal. Taher went to London in Ramadan. The sheikh has
.elegated much of his work to Sheikh Hisham, his Lebanese son-in-law and
.alifa who lives in Calif.; Taher is very close to him. There are so
any murids now, and so many other "customers" coming to consult that z
heikh has had to delegate. It is said that he has reached th k :
is magam and is in the highest station among awliya. For myse1: piakno
hat if it weren't for him, I would probably never have been 'abl 2;
-emain a Muslim, with the distortions of Islam around me here deth
”jficulties of my own personal life. I owe him almost everythin az kn .
a,nd am, and would like to spend all my time in his company gut th::
wbviously can't be, so I try to keep my relationship with-him stron
;pirituallY- Still, we all hope to see him within the coming year .

Must end here and take Sara to her karate lesson. So 1if; goes
rhe smallest grandchild (Ameena is here with her four) is crying in th;
ext room and the others are trying to hook up a VCR. Alhamdulillah for
gverything!

Allah bless you, deﬁr_Maryam. Please write soon.. ”Hjthﬂéﬁﬁﬁbnmpv
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" December 6, 1992

My dear Maryam,

. Wa 'alaikum as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you
very much for your good letter of Nov. 17. Allah bless you for all your
love and concern. I certainly haven't meant to represent my state of
health as "precarious" and in danger of collapse. The main problem has
been my back, but that has now, by something close to a miracle, improved
to the point at which there is virtually no pain. I just can't believe
it and be sufficient thankful to Allah! There are several distinct
components of this P lem, and no.*doctor knew which component was
causing the pain. 1In an attempt "Ep_, deal with one component, I went to a
specialist in osteoporosis, and heyput me on mediciﬁeg which are supposed
to rebuild bone mass. [ The fixst_ I had to discontinue because of
intolerable side-effects; this was the medicine which was known to help
pain. Then I was changed to another with no short-term effects on pain,
but a few weeks later, I find myself in this amazingly improved
condition, alf alhamdulillah. Now chronic sinusitis remains a problem
and I'm going to start allergy shots to, again, take away one component
of tf problem.

I agree with you about Islamic books - there are very few I care
to read. The book I mentioned is primarily about the thought of Ibn
Arabi, not by him. If your sons could get it for you, I think you would
be very impressed by it. Its name is The Tao of Islam, by Sachiko Murata
(a Japanese Muslimah). It can be had in N.Y. from Pak Books, 137% E.
27th St., N.Y.10016, tel. 212-213-2177. The husband of this author,
Willia f?itt E}fﬁri ialso a brilliant Islamic scholar and has boocks about
Rumiaggb s 3 by EEe same publisher, State Univ. of N.Y. Shexexisxsiiiix

/ Here in Colo., we are deluged daily with pro-gay/lesbian
.»ygarbage. On Nov. 3, the majority of voters in this state voted in a
state bill which prohibited giving these people special
anti-discriminatory status (and of course there is discrimination, even
outpourings of hate and invective). Before and__éince. they and their
supporters have been so vocal in labeling Colo. as a state full of reac-
tinaries and hate-mongers. Since people see this as '"sexual
preference" or "orientation," as if it's a matter of simple choice and no
moral issue is involved, and the “poor “g/ls. are "programmed" to act the
way they act, no choice on their part being involved, there is a great
deal of hostility. being expressed. B. Streisand, o ¥ng others, hgs
called ugon entei'tainers to beycott ZTo., thich as yop.now has a giki
industry catering to the rich and famous, anl the opponents of firs"bill
are working Hard to get it repealed, which 1 'nave no doubt they will

since economic interests are involved. This means that I won't have a
choice about who to rent my house to; if a gay family comes along, I

can't refuse them on the basis of their "sexual orientation.” I have in

my hand an elementary school curriculum now being taught in N.Y. in s

kids are taught to respect and accept homos; in many universit:;es,

students don't have the option to refuse to share a room with a homo

roommate. It's incredible how widely this all is SEOSPEE: Sven e

Churches have knuckled under. 1 suppose only the Catholics,

ntalist Christians and Muslims are standing their ground. B‘;tdzgu
can't say anything now without being accused of being narrow_mhialtﬁ

Cruel and prejudiced, despite the enormous menace homos pose to

and well-being.

As fgr the U.S. force assigned to Somalia, s iihgeep sgzgeg
HtoEtig Porety 9 Front , Lox, 2, S BEBRTE O ASHE 1 BROa"PRESES E8pPTinS
the moderate Islamic government in Suday. My son-in-law hap};ﬁﬂi thing
totally in love with H. al-Turabi and the present govt., Tndfi : :omﬂ‘ .
Nappens there, he'11 be on a plane to go and fight. I don thor hav
believe the 'humanitarian' claims of Bush et al, for if they

e




such concerns, how could they have let the Bosnia debacle go on & o
has, paving the way for any gang of hoodlums anywhere in the worle %?ﬂ'
practice the 1local version of 'ethnic cleansing.' Look at wha
happening in Germany! \
Am working in all my spare time on the gasas al-anbiya, but it'.
very slow. On Dec. 20 will fly to Ca. to visit with my family members
and will be back on Jan. 3. There is a lot to do now, some contacts
coming now and then with non-Muslims who are interested in Islam for one
or the other reason, teaching some new sisters. In this community now,
it!s closed Wahhabis versus those of us who want to be open to the
outside world and make Islam look beautiful to others, with the eternal
struggle this involves. Insha'Allah we'll carry on (as they will), and
Allah will give us the means to reach out to His servants in the best way
possible, going around those obstructionists who can only think in terms
of bid'a and work against anyone who sees things differently. Please
remember me in your prayers. I'm just so happy to think of you settled
and stable in a Muslim country, no matter what ’“~ faults may be. Nayc‘
ah K —§ ntil . _1ast. breath and end n
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July 1, 1992

iryam,

As-salamu 'alaikum we rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. I was very

have your letter of June 17 and to know that you are all right,

the severe heat. Insha'Allah you will pass through the summer
‘the .t any serious difficulties other than the heat. I can only say
..<hamdulillah" for all the quiet, peaceful (to some, "dull") and
uneventful days, for they form the backbone of our 1lives and the
stability we so much need. With an eleven-year-old in the house eager
for any sort of activity, I can only wonder why anyone would want this,
as I'm too happy to be at home, writing and being at peace, and wonder
how anyone can anything else. Alhamdulillah, although Yusuf and
Hediye like outings, they are all right with whatever comes along and
sort of balance things out.

I'm grateful for your advice concerning my health. The schedule
in this house is opposite of what you suggest, and what is actually
Islamic - that is, we go to bed very late (even Sara is not in bed before
11 on weekends and vacation), so after Fajr we go back to sleep till 9 or
10. Thig ig Fjust a’:p(mern in this family, 6 and it's all right for me
unless there are unusually stressful activities, in which case I get very
exhausted. I am now going to a new doctor in Boulder, an M.D. whose
total approach is to rectify biochemical imbalances with natural

supplements. He has done intensive, and very sensitive, blood analyses g we,

and some problems in the hormones, immune system and amino acid
deficiencies have shown up, which he feels can be rectified by his
treatment. So I'm trying it and pray to getsbetter. It just seems that
one part after the other is malfunctioning; he says the organism is just
used up and severely depleted, and I know this myself. I've now begun

'having almost daily attacks of chest tightneds and difficulty breathing,

like a pre-asthma syndrome, when exposed to triggering agents (chemical,
mostly), a new and disturbing development. So do please pray for me, as
I really need to get better before there is a major breakdown.

I felt very sorry about your visit with the sisters from-~p

Islamabad Jama'at-e-Islami. This bears out my unshakable feeling that
the creation of a religious elite means the creation of an arrogant,
self-righteous group of people who are upheld in their Islamic practices
by peer-pressure within their own circle which is just as strong as any,
say, in the American schools (witness the proliferation of beards and
"official" hijab in Iran under the "Islamic" governments, among people
whe never had beards, etc., before; and the enforcement of the Saudi
rulss of hijab due to government spies, "religious police," etc.).
I hate to hear about your harrassment by these sorts of visitors and
think you should work out, perhaps with your Khan Sahib, a set of rules
of conversation for yourself. Here we have the same thing, for example,

when a sister asks a new Muslimah, "Well, do you think you've improved -

lately," or, "You aren't a correct Muslim because you don't cover your

face," or any number of other "digs." Somehow we must learn not to
assume the defensive posture but to deflect the conversation and  if
necessary force the others to defend thesmselves. How this is done

varies with local situations, but I think you must have a permanent
strategy, since this wasn't the first time, and probably won't be the
last, when such a thing has happened.': e must not let ourselves be made
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'ltlpcomfortable but must evoke the sole right of Allah to judge each of us
Ccording to our circumstances and capabilities.

I'm working as full-time as I can on my Qasas al-Anbiya stories o
Ut there is a lot going on, my children coming for shorter or longer il
vigits, etc. It's v. difficult work as I'm taking all the Qur'anic ayat
and interweaving them into the dialogue/story.

As for the current condition of W. society, there is so much |
which is good and correct (much Better than in "M." countries) here |
interwoven with filth and garbage that it makes it all the harder to sort
out. We have lost many of our children because of rigid attitudes which (
said to them, "You have to choose between Islam and all this," and now it
seems to me that the only way to keep them in Islam is to say, "You can' t
have Islam and some of this, but be selective." This is, I think, the ’
only approach which works. Too many Muslims here are purists and |
entrenched in ideological positions which are certain to lose or hurt the
children, and. they are never going to understand that Islam is, above )
all, a religion of wisdom in which sometimes one must avoid greater evils
by pursuing a less-than-ideal course. And then many of them have them-
selves to blame for deciding to settle here in +he first ple_.ceé ngsc
i -or price to be paid. Must stop here, with : 'h . we, dear” darvam
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} October 26, 1992

& Maryam,

P

p—

As-gsalamu ‘'alaikum wa rahmatallah. I do apologize for not
having written sooner. I've become quite "allergic" to letter-writing,
and find that unless I reply to a letter right away, I tend to postpone
it for one reason or another. Also, this period has been very busy for
me. I do hope you've been well and setttled in your own quarters,
whether up or downstairs, and havtwg your dear ones near you.

As for Radhia, I had a letter from her at the end of August.
At the end of May she fell and broke her leg, with a three month recovery
period amd—a=—pemdeod of complete dependence, as she lives on a
mountainside far from any facilities of any kind. I haven't replied to
her yet, but this will probably account for why you haven't heard from

her. Mud

Ameena and her family were with us this year for about six

weeks, at the end of which we went to the ISNA convention together, and
then they left for home. At that time, the work I'd been doing for
months to write a curriculum for a three-hour-a-week Islamic school here
came to fruition. We opened the school and it's going along. The
attitudes of the kids and discipline is a big problem, something I really
don't know how to handle. There are a few willing students among them
(including, alhamdulillah, my Sara), but mostly they are disruptive
and/or uninterested. This is where teacher's training is so useful, as
these are things Am. teachers have to deal with every day. Then, some of
us in this community became v. involved with Bosnia, my part being to
contact churches to contribute used winter clothing, which is being
collected in the masjid for forwarding on shortly. At the same time,
I've been trying to find time to work on my gasas al-anbiya, which is
immensely time-consuming. MY method is to translate all the ayat
relevant to a particular prophet's story and then weave the story out of
those references, which are put at the end. Not 1liking any existing
translation, I am doing my own, with help as needed. I love this work
and find it opening to me new understandings of Qur'an and nubuwwa. When
they're done, I'll insha'Allah send you a copy.

Conditions throughout the world seem to be worsening rapidly,
heralding the end of the era of darkness, insha'Allah, and the coming of
Mahdi, a.s. - that's our only hope. That the civilized world should
tolerate the savagery in Bosnia is a sign of its utter decadence, and
once this sort of thing is allowed to go on anywhere in the world, with
no checkmating, it will rear its head ‘everywhere. Sheikh Nazim is
predicting it for Germany, it seems, and it's already begun. And the
moral decadence of this society, where a man like Clinton has the
possibility of becoming head of state, is appalling - not that w%‘].'ik_a\
Bush, but he's certainly better than C., and Perot seems to be an oppor- .
tunist, without political experience. May Allah send His help soon! %

At the ISNA Convention, I found myself unable to attend speeches

and spent my time in other ways. I found some excellent new books about
tasawwuf, Ibn Arabi, etc. The focus of these conventions has changed’
greatly over the years. First of all, Americans are given much more
responsibility; it's not just the old group of overseas Muslims all the
time. Secondly, it's problem-and-sclution oriented rather than dealing
with theoretical issues and theology. Still, there is too ch
fragmentation among Muslims in this country. There is an evidenlfly-
_ documented Saudi effort to dominate the masajid, backed by plenty of
' money, to propagate Wahhabi thought, but the rest are fighting back now
and rejecting that domination. The sheikh says they are the real enemies
of Islam and will be terribly punished - and we are waiting.



Since Moin isn't teaching this year, he's at home all the time,
working sometimes on a translation of a book on major sins from Arabic.
I have Sara in a private school and her performance has improved tremen- «
dously, alhamdulillah. I spend a lot of time chauffeuring her back and
forth. We put her in tae-kwon-do (a kind of Korean martial art) to learn
self-confidence and have a useful self-defense skill, so you can imagine
how much driving around there is. Alhamdulillah that we live near the
middle of town now; otherwise this would all be impossible. Hediye, now
in eleventh grade, is having to come to grips with what she is going to
do, university entrance testing, etc., at the age of almost 17. And
1ife goes on normally enough, a thousand times alhamdulillah!
Moin is waiting for me to go over the translation of some ayat
for my gasas, so I will stop here, sending you, dear Maryam, my du'a for
p“c,gul, healthy days and nights, with salams from Moin to Khan Sahib.
May Allah keep you in the best of conditions! ik Seve wn™s é*-;, x_. 2
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/ March 29, 1993
‘ty dear Maryam,

Wa alaikum as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Your letter
arrived today, and I'm hurrying to reply.

Insha'Allah by the time this reaches you, your eyes will be
completely healed and you'll be back with your usual activities again.
It must have been & long, difficult two months, but hopefully one of them
being Ramadan helped. May Allah accept your fasting and prayers, and
write this as an excellent Ramadan in your hisab.

As you say, of course the World Trade Center debacle has made
problems for Muslims in America - but then, so does every new incident.
What is more disturbing is the obvicuslydeliberate attempt of the media -
whether all or part of it is not clear - to use 1labels such as
"fundamentalist" and "radicals" in a quite loose, non-specific manner.
For all I know, I'm a fundamentalist/radical/rebel, or whatever. There
is also a very marked attempt to depict Islamic movements in such
countries as Egypt as terrorist/reactionary/fanatical, etc. And one just
can't sort out the truth from lies.

This leaves me personally rather confused. I am a non-political
Muslim, as I don't see 'Islamic' political solutions, imposed upon the
sorts of Muslims we have nowadays, both the bad and the very good sort,
as being really productive. Peoples' hearts and understandings have to
change, not the political structure, and until that happens, nothing will
be right. Until Mahdi, a.s., comes and sets things right with his sword,
anything we do or don't do will be futile; you stop up one hole and a
hundred others come in its place. Therefore I have little sympathy for
the political movements, which merely result in the turning of one
element. of the Muslims against the other, tortures, imprisonment,
executions - with what results? An Iran-style government, which is,I am
certain, full of hypocrisy and has blackened the name of Islam everywhere?
No, thank you; I can't support this. It therefore becomes hard for me to
sort out who is right and who is misguided here. For ex., my son-in-law
went to see Sheikh 'Umar Abdur-Rahman and he told me enthusiastically how
much nur he has, in the manner of a sahabi. But what is the message of
such people? That the government is not following Islam e people
want Islam? That it is oppressing Muslims? That all must return to
Allah and Islam? That haqq is hagg and batil is batil, and everything
other than Islam is batil? In this time, will this be effective, or only
bring down more torture and persecution on Muslims? Some say that blood

=+ ®a ched fi eaheel BAllah and that because this is not happening
everything is going wrong, but so much is being shed already - not,
admittedly, by mujahideen, but certainly by innocent civilians.
Therefore, my only hope is in the coming of al-Mahdi, a.s., and our
sheikh g!,s giving us to understand that the time is fast approaching.
Many Muslims here are quite Eelitically active, but I just can't be. I'm
not clear enough on what it to be done, and secondly I'm just too tired
for that kind of thing and more involved with spirituval matters, which
are all-important to me at this stage of 1life.

My son Yusuf is a student here at CSU but most of his spare time
is spent working with the local MSA, whose leadership consists of young
brothers his aue, and they're doing an excellent job of outreach into ?ﬁ

mmunit “men to person. But no one can say what tomorrow w
g:ing. );' bl:;iev-;- that if W are falsely accused in the WIC bombing,
it will come out in court, as the defense lawyers are excellent. Is the
whole thing staged, from beginning to end? Allah knows. And if not,

these ople to do such a foolish, ill-conceiyed
:}:ﬁg?mﬁivlﬁ‘;e :l?;!r?g e‘ii:r:al:lls g:zed ptraila of evidence? Time will %Jf,




insha'Allah.
The sort of cultural bankruptcy among Ms. (Disney posters in

1s1. schools, etc.) seems to me a primary problem
is gone, or rejected, and nothing has taken :I.:Z t;::c: i“:veh.i hThe O{-d
porrowed. Esp., we have nothing with content to offer our youthc isn't
I'n spending all my free time working on my qasas al
which brings me a little light in obscurity. Throughout Ramadan ;anbiya.
get foot in the mosque because of the wahhabi influence: T S t:'-'iidn:t
pray behind such an imam¢ But it was a good Ramadan fozt 5 asd can't
terribly sorry to see it end, although I became so exhaus:gd I was
insufficient sleep. May Allah let us live to see other Ramad from
accept whatever tiny bit we could do. ans and
sop, dear Maryam, I send you my warm wishe .
B e T

routines.

With love,
S
‘eale abessauw [euonippy
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August 4, 1993

As-galamu 'alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you
very much for your two letters, the "tracer" of June 5 and the one of
July 2. Please don't take offense if I don't reply promptly (especially
when our letters have crossed and a letter is on the way to you). There
is just so much to do and never enough time; I haven't sat down to my own
work for maybe three months now. And I am so much slowed down with
everything; just getting dinner on the table for my little family is an
effort.

' So Marya is still in the U.S. I can imagine how much you
. miss her. I will be interested in knowing her reaction, but will she be
| frank about her feelings or is it possible that she will say what you
want to hear? Try to make sure what she really feels. And there's so
much here that's so much better than what Muslim countries have to offer
in terms of keeping the rights of people, common courtesy, order,
clealiness, etc., that positive impressions are not necessarily wrong.

I found THE TAO OF ISLAM a superb book, but Allah knows that
there's no way I could help with a review as I remember almost nothing.
Certainly it isn't easy to review a work of such magnitude. I found her
understanding so keen that in many places it was as if a natural,
revealed truth was being expressed. And thank you for your favorable
review of KAREEM AND FATIMAH. Personally, I don't think that all is lost
with those loveable, sensitive children when they reach adolescence;
encugh has been put into their hearts and minds to stay with them, if the
-;,hzme environment continues to support them. We are walking a very fine

line of "not too much" and "not too little" Islam in order that our
children may be happy to be Muslims instead of feeling deprived and
miserable (and many do) about it.

I know of course what the media are portraying concerning
Muslims and Islam. There is a probability that the WIC bombing and much
of the rest of the "terrorist" allegations are a plot, possibly or
probaby by MOSSAD, to discredit Islam and Muslims. The Jewish agenda
bears watching very carefully; everywhere one sees marks of their hatred
against Muslims. At the same time, converts from Judaism are plentiful.
Only Allah knows what may be in the future, but we are all noticing that
People look at us differently than before and there is a feeling of
uneasiness in the air. We are waiting, praying, hoping...

- My daughter Ameena and her four children were with us for about
a month. Now they, with my family, have all gone in the station wagon on
a long camping trip which will end at Ameena's home. I've been alone for
the past five days (sisters staying with me at night, though), and
tomorrow I fly to California, where I'll be involved in a one-day seminar
on problems of child-rearing, and then the rest with the family. Will be
back insha'Allah on Aug. 18. On Aug. 25 I'll insha'Allah fly to
Michigan, where Sheikh Nazim will be coming for a brief period, and then
will be back around Sept. 5. This is a lot for a lady who is semi-
retired and only wants peace and quiet, but I'm not planning my 1life
myself. Insha'Allah there is khair in all of it, especially in the long-
desired meeting with the beloved sheikh. Will write you about all of it.

Almost every day as I read the paper I come across articles
about the state of American society about which I think, "I should send
ciiat to Maryam."” But I never do. Things are so degraded, so terrible
here, that unless you keep up closely with trends via the media, you
would be so shocked. Perhaps the gay movement is the worst of it.
Before there were holes in the social fabric, but no one can hardly find
any whole cloth; almost everything is upside-down and backwards, as the
clean fitra of the human being in this society becomes more and more
distorted. The pity of it is that there are soO many really good, decent



R -

people still, but one can easily predic

balt the trend, they will become a“'I: ::::h::lfss something is done to
everyth:l.ndg abnormal is the norm. Alhamdulil;.‘a:mt;:t a society where
still a decent, family-oriented community, but even h Fort Collins is
rise and there is now gang activity. I was shocked :re Oxipe Lt
grandchildren told me about the atmosphere in thaira what my two older
‘grade) and what degradation they are exposed to. Fo 1:school (5th and 6th
(including their mother) talk very openly about evet :::tolY. we can all
out of obscene stuff so that it becomes v::lefuseﬂry Bngt » making jokes
childhood for children any longer; they are expose::: ; u = there is no
and problems long before their time. Alhamdul:llah °wa l;!lt behaviors
visit together; I only wish I could be near them all.th : tiad a lovely
need all the support they can get - and we do too, of cour m.;!.- they
gw e Be;: OL TR SEd-we Only apk% .good outoome: in a::.affzirzllah
it e a;;e n:: 81: and write my talk for the seminar. Ptobabl.y 1
Sy Illrr b:ebaf:: :itiew week: due to all this traveling, but

(<}
quiet, peaceful life always, deary ;:a:y:l::. Iancilmt;lea?y O:ll liah il
especially the new grandchild. - yors-is SETiRiag:
@4% ‘pase abessalw [euOlIPpY
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% ; August 24, 1993
Vi .f"'.J'
My dear Maryam,

‘alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Just received
your letter of August 15; may Allah bless and reward you for your
faithful friendship. I sent you a letter somewhere around the end of
July or beginning of August; I hope you will have received it. In any
case, all is well here, but the summer was busy and hectic with my
danghter and her five children here for five or six weeks, followed by a
few daye alone at home (while the others traveled to Ca. by car on an
extended camping trip) getting ready for my 13-day trip to Ca. Have been
home for a week, and tomorrow leave insha'Allah for Michigan, where
Sheikh Nazim will be for maybe three weeks. Since Marya is so interested
in Sheikh Nazim, I am sending you phone nos. in Mich. so that if you like
you can let her know them in case she would like to come. The place is
45 minutes in each direction from Detroit and Ann Arbor in a village
called Fenton, where the Haqgani Trust has purchased a property for this
gathering and future use. The phone no. at the Hg. is 313-429-4941;
another number for getting information is 213-750-7333 (Abdul-Haqq); and
still antoher is 313-665-2670 (Abdul-Malik or Maryam). The sheikh is
arriving August 25 and will be there for three weeks or more, but may be
leaving on side-trips, so it is critical to check his schedule before
anyone thinks of going there.

Of course I will write you about it when I return. I am very
excited about seeing my sheikh and hope that some understandings may OP‘:“
“r me. By the way, I just completed a sixth book of his, begun in
4 . If you like I'll send you a copy when I return.

I met Mrs. N z Sharif at Nisar Fatimah's function which you and
I attended about four years ago. Arguing that something can be kno:z
about a person by the company they keep, maybe something can 2
understood from that (Begum Zia was there also, if you recall) - orhﬂ;ﬂzdi
not. Nawaz Sharif is some kind of cousin to a very ccomi tted Naqe :j.n
family I know in the U.S. and in Karachi, so there ghould be something
there - better than Benazir, certainly, a thousand times.

so much end here. Forgive my

Still have to prepare for my trip, don't you ever imagine

brevity, but it was this or nothing. Dear Maryam,
that I could forget you, but with letters getting 1081:1 :::edb?;:?:

~wwv; wa avteched to some project which needs to be fin B e
manuscripts from AWP for review and sometimes for editing, andtar should
Other places), I am sometimes late in writing. However, my legizficult =
by now have reached you. The reivew of TAO must have been :‘;ess mercy-
but what a book! Until next time, Allah keep you in His en

Love,

)
&

B e 4
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Zeba Siddiqui
1201 Robertson St.
Fort Collins, Co. 80524

Maryam Jameelah Begum
c/o Mohammed Yusuf Khan
15/49 Sant Nagar

LAHORE - 1, PAKISTAN

AEROGRAMME + VIA AIRMAIL - PAR AVION
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September 1., 1993
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~ dear Maiyam, Ve

Assalamu 'alaikum again. Masha'Allah, your letter of Sept. 7
rrived in my mailbox before I could get mine into it, such a crosscover!
nd I thought I should reply so that we are caught up with each other
gain.

I will get a copy of Book Six to Marya shortly insha'Allah, and
t should reach you before too long. It is a little book, but with much
>recious material.

I was aware of the crisis in Pakistan from a friend whe recently
returned. May Allah send His help! I believe that, if given enough
time, the various goondas of the Bhutto clan will destroy themselves and
each other, because it seems they are going to be elected. Or perhaps
martial law will take over. What a totally wretched system! But then
look at a country like the US and its election processes, and the sort of
people we get to lead the greatest country (show) on earth!

No, I haven't heard anything from Radhia for well over a year;
insha'Allah she's all right. If you write, tell her that I've missed
hearing from her.

As for my opinion of Interpreter's Log, I found it very
interesting and moving: just to feel my heart in contact with people who
are so interested in Allah made me happy, and I felt quite lonely when I
finished reading. Yet I felt that in some ways it was quite "nafsi," as
if one's thoughts were so precious as to be written down in such a
fashion, even when not much was being said. The main difficulty is that
Brother Nuh now has a reputation from his Reliance, and what he has
written in the Log, due to the prevailing heavy salafi influence, would

discredit him completely. Yet there is an urgent need for correct
information about tasawwuf, and he has it. I therefore suggested a sort
of compromise. Since a major work detailing the sharai'y basis of

tarigah, its historical development, what is and isn't acceptable, the
workings of the sheikhs, various practices, in th&7%#%1-¢al-Sunnah wal-
Jama'at framework, is most urgently needed in Engiish, it might be
possible to combine the more relevant of his entries with the expository
material covering these matters. Believe me, there will now be all-out
war from the side of the salafis against people of tarigah (Sheikh Nazim
has 1long since declared war against them and predicted their
destruction). I expect my good name to be torn apart since it's no_
longer a secret that I belong to that jama'at due to certain things that
have happened, and Nuh's will be, also. And because the Shadilli
bractices are rather far out, even more so. However, if he backs
everything with references from classical sufi literature, he will be
safe and at the same time do a tremendous service to the seekers in the
English-speaking world, of whom there are no doubt many.

It was instructive to read about their practices, which are so
different from ours. In our way, khalwah comes at the very end of the
urid's inner work; only then is it permitted and useful. Our sheikh
vorks by nasihah and instruction, as you know. He has said repeatedly
hat the Nagshbandiyah, the only t. coming from Abu Bakr Siddiq, is the
Nly real tarigah remaining now, and that it begins where the others
fave off (I didn't say this to Br. Nuh, of course). But each person's
ay is chosen for him and therefore must be right for him. The important
hing is that there is a way, or ways, to reach something other than what
\is material life offers for those who are seeking. Although I have
*ached nothing at all, it makes me happy to know that this is a
8gibility. May Allah lead us to an opening...
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I don't know if I told you that the reviews of my prophets'
gtories submitted to ATP (three stories so far) came back with
suggestions for major changes in the form of taking out the traditions
parrated by Ibn Abbas which I included. I sent them to Br. Nuh for
review and am waiting to see what he says, for I don't see any reason to
J change anything at this point, and the whole matter is on hold.

! Why don't you have your son collect articles for you from the
! pedia, since this interests you? It would be better if done in a
gsomewhat systematic fashion, which I can't really do. But you see t
liam and maybe some written publications, so you no doubt have a very ;
clear idea of things (unless the Pak. press considers them so i
objectionable as not to print them). As for the Israeli-Arab treaty, I
think it will never work because Arafat's leadership will never be
accepted by Islamic-minded people; probably someone will assassinate him
and/or Rabin. Thanks for the ref. to Danner's book; I'll try to get it.

Allah keep you, dear Maryam, in safety and peace and good l'uaalt.ll.Q -
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September 15, 1993
s
.+ MBAs-salamu ‘alaikum. How are you? Insha'Allah well, together
:Tsll your dear ones, and having good news from the children in the
87" perhaps you would have received my brief letter of the end of
pugust. Now, as I promised, I'll tell you all about my trip to Michigan
and Sheikh Nazim.

First, though, I must tell you that I received a copy of
Interpreter's Log from Nuh Keller, and he mentioned that he had sent you
a copy for your review. I would be interested in your impressions of it
(I'm sending him a letter with my thoughts about it, for whatever it's
worth). We can compare notes in our next exchange.

As for Michigan, the Haggani Trust (Sheikh Nazim's trust) bought
a large property near Detroit, acres and acres of grazing land together
with a spacious house and a large barn which has been converted into a
mosque and dormitory rooms. This was the gathering place.

Hediye and I flew in to Detroit and were at the airport when

Maulana arrived, together with his nearest people. There was quite a

reception by murids. The first thing he did was to find a clear area and

pray 2 r. of shukr and then all 13 r.s of Maghrib. We all then went out

to the property. Over the next ten days a large number of people

gathered, old and new murids and others. The sheikh led most of the

prayers and gave talks once or twice a day. He was in a very good mood,

smiling and joking, and pleased with the new endeavor, saying that

America's power is broken and Americans must come to Islam. My sense of

things is that it is people like the murids, who are open, smiling,

loving, not telling anyone what to do or not, who can do this, never th
grim-faced, all-too-seriocus types who never think of love of Allah or His
Prophet, pbuh. There was such a good atmosphere among the people there,
no one claiming to be anything or showing his nafs, but 1loving
interaction, a great deal of patience with quite adverse conditions, and
clean, decent interaction between men and women. It was by far the
strongest Isl. event I ever attended, most positive. When you look at
and listen to the sheikh, his sincerity is so evident and so great that
you feel it's enough for all mankind, such a humble,

beaming love. Oh, for such sincerity toward Allah!
all the work is to be done.

ready to keep on working.

Maulana went to New York. I wish I had had your children's
phone numbers so they could have gone to see them (if interested, that
isg; but even if not interested, it's something to meet such a towering
Islamic personality). He is making stops in Washington, Chicago, the Bay
area and Los Angeles before flying to Germany. But now, with the center,
perhaps he will return again. As for the coming of al-Mahdi, a.s., and

related events, he was nearly silent on this topic this time, for reasons
which he alone knows.

faithful servant,
I think that's where
And so we came back, happily, charged and

I want to get this in the mail so will stop now, sending you
much love and hoping to hear from you again soon. May Allah bless you!

L
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l_ly dear Maryam,

&
£

Wa 'Zlaikum as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. I was so
happy to receive your letter a few days ago. I had asked a friend who
has gone to Lahore to call you, but she lost the number. I was in the
process of trying to get your number tc her when your letter arrived.
But actually, all I have is an old number of your sister-in-law's. Do
you have a telephone now, and if not, what is the best number to call to
enquire about you in such events? Of course, I don't have any idea why
your letter addressed here would have been returned, but then the postal
enployees are only human and so can make mistakes like everyone else. No
letter addressed to Royal Drive will reach us any more, but you can
always use my husband's Dept. of Statistics address, at least for the
remainder of this academic year. In any case, I was more than happy to
know that you're all right and that no disaster has occurred which would
account for the long break in communication.

Of course I wouldn't just up and move like that without your
knowing - moving is no simple thing. So next time, just assume a problem
with the mail, from whichever side. I was glad of all your news- an
eventful period in your life, it seems. My warmest congratulations on
Marya's marriage and the new grandchild. And someone writing a thesis
about you! I realize such things impinge on your sense of modesty, but
you are who you are as a literary figure and something of a legend as an
American who went and settled in Pakistan in days when no one did such a
thing, etc., and perhaps your story may be a source of inspiration to
someone. Thank you for the books you recommended. Frankly, despite all
the good I've heard about S.H. Nasr, I've been reluctant to read his
books or recommend them because of his Shi'ah background and his being
involved in the incredible tarigah of Schuon. In case you don't know
about this, I can send you material; but in general what N.H.M. Keller
has written about Titus Burckhardt under entry X348 in the Reliance
applies to him. m

As for myself, there is 1little to speak about. I got my
computer in mid-December and Yusuf has been an excellent tutor. This has
enabled me to work so much more efficiently and quickly, especially with
the Qur'an and Hadith software (from U.K., but leave so much to be
desired in terms of cross-referencing - that is, the Hadith software).
Moin is helping me by looking up material in Ibn Kathir, which is much
more reliable than Tabari but unfortunately is not available in English.
Ramadan is very lowkey for us this year. I am hardly inviting anyone,
but there are weekly potluck iftars (last time in our house, packed!),
and we pray Tarawih at home. I do not know anything beyond tomorrow; our
future moves remain totally unknown, but we won't go overseas again. The
children are not at a stage at which they can be either taken along and I
can't leave them (at least Hediye) here alone. Hediye has a seriocus
problem with her digestion which no doctor seems able to understand, but
certainly not having any friends or relatives here is a stress factor.
This year so many of the people close to us have left F.C., including
Hediye's close and dear friend, and there is almost no one going to be
left by the end of summer. Close friendships take years to make, and

since the majority of Muslims here are much younger students, I don't

expect much. But Allah knows what He's doing with our lives. I am

=0 040 3FI0M

aoweewr GO0 (L X

lf’;sl\% e duka grh' g Romed ocr v Tdy @ Sl b e Seluila

M Wagin

/. ~rl R



—— ———--:——...__.____E__

am simply waiting for a change in orders, so to speak, as circumstanc
will dictate. Meanwhile, I'm so busy with my writing that I don' =
care about anything else, for my own self. I'm pait th SRS mon
< e stage where
1 have to be surrounded by people, and even when I am I don't
guch of myself, even to the close friends; it 3ust has to b thop.n s
and alhamdulillah for everything. & e
How the massacre in Hebron will affect the course of histo
only He knows, but the whole thing is terribly distressing. I want g
reach out to the Jews who will 1listen and say, "Let's get together on
what is common. Religion has never been a divisive factor among us &«
these ae political matters." But unfortunately, that isn't true. The
occupied territories settlement is as much a religious (eretz Israel)
jgsue as political, and though motivations for it may differ from group
to group inside Israel, the effects are the same. I certainly don't
ee with Hamas' tactics, but then, I don't live there, suffering all
shose indignities. Only the sword of Mahdi, a.s., can extinguish the
sires of the hatred on earth and its horrible legacy, and I pray
munually for his coming soon: I mean, with Zhirinovsky looming on the
horizon, it may be closer than we think. Ending here, sendipg-sy mammest
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May 4, 1994
My dear Maryam,

~gsalamu ‘alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you so
much for your good letter of April 3, together with the photos. I was
pleased to see you looking well and no older than you used to years ago.
May Allah keep your family all happy and peaceful, and give you peace in
their peace. And may Allah give you and Khan Sahib endless rewards for
having raised good children; may they always be a credit to you and an
ornament to Islam. Meanwhile, I had sent you a handwritten letter toward
the end of March, but perhaps it didn't reach you... another casualty of
the system, or perhaps of my miserable scrawl.

It is not surprising that time has vindicated the suggestion
that not all 'Islamic' groups are worthy of support. The last twenty
years has seen such profound changes in life on this planet that it is
hardly recognizable. One sensed that change was coming, but could hardly,
have expected it this fast. And one of the chanof.s, which was
inevitable, is the radicalization of movements - both inside and outside
af. T=lzz. The P ropet. forolia all*hire, 1100y pars f,go, saying that mercy
would be taken away from peoples' hearts, and obviously Muslims are no
exception. We have an unfortunate tendency to use our religion to
support our views and our agendas, and so you can expect any sort of
results. As for the Israeli peace, it seems that it is proceeding in the
right direction, but it can hardly be that simple. I read the newspaper
almost every day, and everything I read confirms my conviction that time
is running out for us in the present era. We are in the midst of the
turmoil which the Prophet spoke about and can only hang on by our teeth,
so to speak, to our values and way of life. At the same time we have an
obligation to try to share what we have. It seems to me that Islam is
spreading in this country somehow, in spite of everything, and I can't
substantiate this feeling by any statistics at all, but there is some
sort of an interest manifesting here and there, especially when one gets
away from the stereotypes. Recently we had a wonderful sister here as a
speaker, but unfortunately at the end of her talk, Muslims raised
questions which were embarrassing and hostile, especially in relation to
the status of women and related issues. But it is Allah who reaches
hearts, not ourselves, and we can only try to do something. My son Yusuf
is applying some innovative approaches as president of the local MSA
chapter; it's the American Muslims who will do the job in the long run,
and the new generation, at that. I recall your saying a long time ago
that the present generation is hopeless, but there is hope in the coming
one, new energy, blood, understandings, approaches. May Allah enable
them to do what our generation could not; and yet, they are building,
perhaps, on at least some of what we did.

As I become older and my memory and concentration poorer and
poorer, I must confine myself to one avenue of work, and that is the
literary one; there, at least, I can still function with some degree of
efficiency. I am spending most of my free time working on the Qasas, and
will get some help in June from Besa Keller; she and Noah are coming to
visit. This is at present my raison d'etre; I love it and also dread
finishing it, because I sense it will be my last work of any substance,



put only Allah knows that. In June I plan to fly to Hawaii to be With my e,
gaughter Selima when she gives birth to her first child. Sara I hope

will go and stay with her auntie during summer. I hope and plan to go to
yisit my aunt in Rome at the beginning of August. As of next week, Moin
j¢ on his retirement phase for fifteen months and will be at home
non-stop, unless Allah opens something unforseen. My youngest, Hediye,
aduates from high school next month, endless thanks be to Allah. How
" pard it's been for her, and how glad we both are that it's going to be
over! Probably our daughter Ameena will come for a month or so with her
four children, so the summer will be very busy. 1In case you don't get a
jetter from me, don't be worried - it just means I'm super busy and will B
write when I can, at the least by September. Don't ever think that I
forget you or ignore you, but sometimes it becomes difficult to write, or
one just isn't in the mood.
May Allah keep you and your dear ones in His endless mercy, dear
Maryam, and give you good days ahead. May Allah help Pakistan through
every difficulty, and for the honor of His Habib who i¥ still loved and

honored there, keep it safe %iqiiable. Moin sends his salams to your

Khan Sahib. Withg my love, -6oje oBEssaLI [UOIIPPY
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