


April 14, 1986 

Maryam , 

Wa alaikum as- salam wa r ahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. I ' m sorry to 
be so late in replying to your good letter. There are so many commitments and so • little time! 

Insha ' Allah all is well with you. I share your concern about the 
anti-Islamic demonstrations and attitudes in Pakistan. Now that Begum Bhutto has 
returned , Allah only knows what turn events may take but it doesn ' t seem to be 
a good thing, to put it as mildly as possible. The Bhutto people I know here seem 
the worst kind, and nothing has changed except probably more bitterness . May 
Allah protect us all. 

And now this Libyan business. I don ' t quite know what to think 
but it is true that if America (or any other country) had tried to checkmate Hit­
ler early in his game he might never have become what he did. And there is no 
doubt that Gaddafi is on the same course. We seek refuge with Allah for such 
terrible fitnahs . 

Well, there is such good news . Taher is remarried, to a lady sligh 
tly older than khimself, with one child. She is originally from the Fast coast 
but has been living Iin New Mexico, and is wann and generous and giving and very 
solid. They had their walimah two days ago in the same Unitarian Church in Boul­
der which my mother attended for years . I saw again the copper doors she made, 
depictring the various religbns of the world, and her chandeliers, and the little 
natural rock garden behind the chnrch which was called the Elsa Deutsch Memorial 
Garden. I doubt many people remember here, but there was such a feeling of love, 
of blessedness , in that walimah that many people remarked on it. I think it was 

i 
t:. 

, the barakah of her and of our sheikh; although of course whe was not Muslim but 
she was an earnest seeker after truth and Allah alone knows what her maqam was . 
I was so happy that night. As for Saleha, she has gone to train to be an air 
hostess with 1WA, something I ' m not very unhappy about as I feel it will suit 
her very well. I still love her and feel for her so much ; all during the walimah j 
my happiness was tempered with deep sadness about her. But Allah has her soul 
in His hands and will bring her back to Himself as He sees fit , and I don ' t need 
to think or to worry as it is all being taken care of, insha ' Allah. 

Tahera, Taher ' s wife , is also a Na~shbandi, although very new. 
Her parents , typical East- Coasters , came and we had a chance to get very nicely 
acquainted. Oddly enough, her stepfather, the present husband of her mother, is 
a Jew by birth although not by religion. And my niece , my sister' s second daugh­
ter is also married to a similar kind of a Jew. My sister Etta came to visit me 
a couple of weeks ago. We had a nice and relatively simpatico twoand a half days 
together. She ' s a lot more open and mellow now as she works exclusively with 
refugge and immigrant people and so knows now, what she didn •t earlier, that we 
aren •t the only weird people around. She told me that her youngest child, Beth, 
a sort of quasi- career girl for the moment, feels more than any of the others 
the absence or loas of connection with my family. So I ' m going to try to see 
Beth on my way to (or back from) London next maith and establish sane sort of a 
connection, as she feels drawn to us . May Allah guide us all. 

I won ' t be writing again until after ' Eid as I ' ll insha ' Allah go 
to London in mid- May and return just before ' Eid, with the two children. The book 
(1985) is still far from complete, and I ' ll only be able to photocopy the pages 
and bind them, no question of printing. The proofs of the 1984 book came fron:i 
Karachi, full of mistakes (theirs and mine) and I eead it carefully and sent it 
back to them. What a pity it won ' t be r eady b~ Ramadan , but then, Allah knows 
the best and He does the best, always , every time. 
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Must end this now, dear Maryam, praying that Allah grants you an ea: 
d month without undue hardship, and a most happy ' Eid al- Fitr. I ' ll be thinl bles~; you and stor:ing up things to tell you. May He bless you and bless you and 

ing you and your dear ones always . bless 

;; 

~ 
ZJ 

l 
& 

Love , 

r::µ__ 

118J8 e6essew 1euon!PPV 
'I c., ' I ' 

·Ma111 1espue7 

p101 puo:>es @ 
.j 

NOIJ\V 8Vd•llVVll81\f VIJ\•3VllVllV88083\f 

NVJ.SDIVd 'IDIOHV'1 
.re:ireN +ues 6-ti/<;,1 

trel{){ Jllsnx pawwettow o/-:J 
wn~aa ttB1aaurer ureA~BW 

/' qf]I",/ • . 

I ~dV !>\ 

.:..J~~~~ __ ~r·1,~3J1 9ZS08 
09".IOloO '8"11lo0 l.IOA 
,.. •' "'" r11Aou n7./.S: 



·-
[Q 
ur 
q 

uear Maryam, 
• Wa alaikurn as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Alhamdulillah to 

receive your letter of Jan. 25 a few days 8.hJ• How wonderful to hear that you and 
.-'atima met at last! A rare and unforgettable treat. She'd written me that she was 
hoping to go to the Sirah Conf. but I assumed that perhaps her medical problems 
might make it impossible . I'm glad you met Zainab Uba ·.dullah, whom I know. I've 
also met Zainab al-Ghazali and understand how you must have felt when she criticizect 
your dress . I think this may be a kind of reaction on her part to what she feels t• 
be too strict an inter. retation of Islamic rules, but since the burqa has an indi­
genous developnent in relation to Pakistani society, I don ' t think it was raally 
in place for her to voice such an opinion. Who knows what went into it~or her rea-d 
son . I have reason to believe that sanetimes she does thines to teach lessons to 
people , focussing on individual examples to convey a broader lesson. 

I'm baffled about the Zeba in ISLAMIC HORIZONS , as I don't remember 
writing anything recently. If you' ll remind me, perhaps I can respond as to why 
my letter (or article) was so unlike the Zeba you know. 

As for Radhia , I had a letter from her from Cyprus - same address -
a few days ago. She is terribly hurt and bitter; nothing seems to have changed 
by her being away. I suppose (as I don ' t know the circumstances beyond what I saw 
in London) that the ultimate feeling is betrayal by the only one she has in this 
world apart from her non- Muslim family, and worry about her future . Perhaps you 
will write. ~ p~ ~ ~ 1- M. j· ~· 

You write that if children are raised in American schools and enviro­
nment it ' s almost impossible to keep them from drugs , sex and bad company. No, I 
wouldn't say it ' s as stark as that because I know many Muslim youngsters who have 
kept a clean and st ·ai.ght way. But it ' s so difficult, a fine line of not being too 
strict and not too lenient , and having total understanding and cooperation between 
parents in example and standards . It ' s just not that cut-and-dried, but mostly it~ 
walking around on the fringe JJ of the prohibited which may lead people into many 
h."!'llls. But on the other hand our policy of strictness, don ' t - have-anything-to-dp 
- with-the-kufr-society has been productive of so much reaction , when young people 
realize that the so-called kufar are just people like ourselves and that the so­
called Muslims are in many ways worse than the "kufar" - this is the "big lie" 
which many of us feed our children and the reaction to this may be to scrap Islam 
ebtirely in favor of a more open way of life and more interesting inur iduals 
than can be foUJ. d among Muslimi . I realize that Sheikh Nazim is salvation not only1 
for myself, as my life has been bombarded with so many confusing elements over the 
past few years which might have destroyed me , but even more for the children, who 
are kept to their path by the love they have for him. BJ.t it needs continued ex-
posure , and I am dying to find a means to take them to London again this year; c 
without that they may "wobble". Unfortunately our financial situation is not good , 
and although Main intellectually may understand the necessity for this , I don ' t 
t hink he really does , or he would be more strongly disposed to send us. But the 
bottom li-11e at this point seems to be money, and I am asking Allah to cpen a way for 
us. 

I certainly never heard about the racket of killing adopted children . 
to se~l their organs , and if it happened and was found out about it would make such 
an outcry. 'Ihere are endless numbers of right-thinking people in this country who 
take the right side of various issues, but the problem is that they are often con­
fused in their over- all direction. The strict Christians will be anti-Islam and on 
the wrong side of many issues, while the non-affiliated religious people (who are 
very numerous and constitute a strong spiritual force , in my op¢'inion) are often 
misguided about various matters also. The thing which is so terribly frightening 
now is the toys which are on the market , with the most disgusting and satanic forms 
and messages . One trembles for the future of the world when children are brought 
up with such playthings from an early age. Satanism and witchcraft are rampant and 
one has continually to keep so strongly with Allah and His holy people to keep from 
being affected. Please pray for me , dear sister, and my family, that He keep us 
str:if{ctly on His straight path. Sheikh Nazim says Mahdi will be he::e probably ~ 
a year and a half. If we can hang on until he comes , perhaps all will be all right• 
I totally believe he is cqrreGt. as qe knows whata the trest of td1s .rlo ?not_0knQ~~ _ 
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Moin and I were at Dar- al-Islam last weekend for the school board meet 
lS 

ig . It was good to sense some progress in the school, with many ups and downs , an~~ 
see old friends . They are looking urgently for a Qur ' an/Arabic teacher (Hafiz) 

) h . : round out t eir program. 
> As for the rest , I am working in all my available trune on the 1986 

k and it is going reasmnably well although quite a bit behind schedule . Will 
~ alize the ' Asr talks first and get them in print in LondorJ., insha ' Allah , before 
r\inuing with the morning talks to murids, which wi1 ~ ta:...~ so much more work and 
~cial attention as the tapes were very poor and 1 

· L c! to uriaerstand. 
All my prayers , dear Maryam, for •· · C1'ntinued good health, peace 

Id tranquility of life , and coming nearer and '"'rer to Allah Most High. 
I 
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May 8, J. 'jtj ( 

Maryam, 
-:;salamu alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Many thanks for your good 

~r of April 18. I am grateful for all your love and concern for me. But r 
• 1k insha'Allah there is no ca~se to worry, as I am strong and have a lot of 
:.1..ality my.ch of the time, and insha ' Allah Allah preserves me from broken bones 

~id being a helpless invalid like my aunt in old age. What can we do? These are 
genetic problems plus due to lifestyle, and so we must accept them and do the best 
we can. 

I pray to Allah that your Ramadan is tolerable and may be a source of bless­
ings for you and your family. Every year it is a new chance to say "No!" to our 
nafs and to give it some training. Yet I feel sad when I think what Ramadan could 
and should be if our iman is deep enough - a time of total devotion to Allah first 
with our hearts and then with our deeds and words. fut we are not angels but just 
htunan beings , and there are so many demands on our time and energies from every 
direction. May Allah accept whatever we can do and make it easy for us. I pray 
that you will stay healthy and that your 'Eid will be very happy and blessed. 

Taher and his wife Tahera went to visit Sheikh Nazim in London and only re­
turned this Sunday; they were gone 9 days . I had their four yotmg children, and 
believe me, it was qhite a time. Taher•s own children are fairly low-key, gentle 
children, but the other one , little Yusuf, is an entirely different case , being 
a most outgoing, assertive, strong-charactered little guy who is equal to three 
of the others in demandingness . But I love him very much; he is unique and very 
:interesting. Alhamdulillah, I fulfilled that commitment, although not without a 
great deal of shouting and scolding on my part, may Allah forgive me. 

'lhis week I have been shopping for a new machine. Typewriters with memory 
and versatile functiais like full- scale word-'f'rocessors are quite common now (al­
though expensive) . Everyone urged me to get a typewriter with memory and a TV 
screen, but I have consistently refused to do so, as I have a great mistrust and 
dislike of that sort of technology and consider it to be very hannful to health, 
no matter what anyone may say. Instead it's possible to get the same machine but 
with a one-line screerl built into the machine for reviewing and editing, which is 
much ni~er, to me. But it appears that for the present I must stay with this old 

• faithful caiventianal machine as we just can ' t afford to pay cash for a new one, 
~ and any other arrangement involves interest. I mention this because of the total 
'i acceptance of this new computer-culture - progress is unquestionably the best, ac­
~ cording to the marketplace mentality. Count the costs later, as long as it brings 
0 in money now. And then one is left with the question : where does one draw the 
~ l:ine? A machine with a built- in screen with LCD printout is all right but not a 
"' TV screen? An electric stove and oven are fine but mircowaves no? I'm not clear 

, ~ about such reasoning, but my body seems to have its own logic and it re'7-cts to. sue' 
0 extreme technology with aversion, as if it ' s something unclean or satanic - which 
~ very likely it indeed is . 
~ As for the remedy to the diseases of the West and weste:rnism, .it is ~deed 
e the disease of all minkind in one way or the other today. And She~ N~zim says 
~ there is no remedy; only a heavenly intervention can res~lve the situation, and 
~ that is on the way. That makes it much easier to deal with; one doesn ' t fe:l that 
, one has the responsibility of dealing as it is beyond the scope of hllman beings to 
~ stem the tide, which is the vanguard of ad-Dajjal and powere~ by Satan. ~t ~lah 
~ Preserves those whom He has chosen to cane through that t~rrible storm. which is 

p~ 4l ahead, and insha'Allah we will be with Mahdi, a . s ., and with Jesus Chris~, a.a., 
!3 when he comes. we must pray for their corning every day, and ask to be wi~h them. 

eci; ~ Alhamdulillah I completed another Sheikh Nazim book, although only m xesox­
uc: t ed form. I will s~nd you a copy with my in- laws this sununer, lilisha ' Allah· Pleaee 
up ~ let me know your reaction to the book which I sent by Salrna (I suspect she was 
ooq 0 "eading it all this time as she said she would) - ideas , language , understanda-

.,,, ~ bility etc Now I will, begin editing the manuscript of KARE»i AND FATIMAH, the 
0~ ~ childr:in •s book I wrote and illustr ated. yea:s ago , whI ;~h d i~t s~~ct!c:r1b~~~~s~g 
0 ~ alhamdulillah for that because re-readmg it now, en i ' 

iM !- and preachy, very heav; studf for young children. 
H 
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My- si.si;.er .C.C:"°' o.uu. m;~· ,yuunges~ a.~ughter Beth paid a visit to my aunt 
·as my s~ster s first :riew of h:r smce before we left Vierma eons ago, and was 

a moving, even shaking experience . I was so happy about it but she may be et 
~ such deep regr et for all she missed all these years of ha~ing no contact 
: our "matriarch." Etta said I may have to go t o Rome again in August to fill 
~or the absent attendeea , and indeed I do very much need a vacation and would 
b8 unhappy to go at all. 
No further news ~rom Radh~. Just wait. Apparently tha jama ' ah in London is 

·e a bit bigger this year, with many Malaysians arriving. Sheikh visited Malay· 
'and apparently had very cordial relations with the ' ulama. It feels quite 
~e in a way not to be in London, but it also feels like such a luxury to be :e. '!he real work that we have to do is here, with ourselves in our usual en­
~ents , not there, and I feel that until I can present something, some devel­nt which is last"\.ng and something real which I have done with myself, I shmii 
shamed to face him. But insha' Allah we can go next ttamadan. . . . 
oear Maryam, Allah bless you and your dear ones wit11 endless bles:~s m thi: 
~ in which you are undergoing s uch s :.i.crifices for His sake. Here it is so 
to fast; I hardly get hungr~ or t .,irsty but ·· --ally feel well and stro~. ait 

'JOU all it is a tremendous 1hing . I.nsha 'Allah the rewards are propor'.;,ion~ to 
effort. Many du' as and salams £rom all the .t:8!'1...l:_Y to ~le 81Jiis~o1~p>jllib: 
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~cember 14, 198? 

dear Maryam, 

'lhank you so much for your good letter of Nov . 23 . I am mdeed 
~lad to have your news , especially to know that everythmg seems to be all right 
with your boys . Allah will insha ' Allah protect and keep them m perfect safety 
and taqwa. Don ' t be worried; so many people are survivmg as Muslims here and 
in fact making good contributions to society~ Muslims, and I feel sure they will 
do well . 

Sheikh Naz:im did not speak about the time of the Last Day at all, 
only about the ccxning of Mahdi, a . s. (which of course has its own t:ime-bequence 
in relation to the Last Day~. However, he has said, if I understand correctly, 
that the year 2100 will not come; it will all be finished by then. Believe me, 
so many people are :bnging for that because our hearts and nerves are worn out by 
all the fasad around us - unseen, terrible energies registering on our l:emg at 
a totally unseen level and grinding us down. fut I am perfectly contibnt with the 
knowledge that all is as He has planned it since the beginning of the world and 
that He knows everything about us; His will re done , and we are only humble ser­
vants awaiting our Master's command. 

I totally agree with you about the awful consequences of te hno­
logy, yes, from cars and electricity on up to the latest, which I believe has not 
yet come and is ~t to be invented. ~ow we fare hearmg voices here objecting to 
thel'Drrenous array of violent toys , /wR~~h0are virtually mdistmguishable from 
the real th~,s,_ Actually, people here must be totally mad or totally dead m­
side when , /~t'tn8&t a munnur ,1 they agree to deliver up to their children, m the 
guise of "present&t" the most disgusting and degrading playthmgs which are more 
suitable for the children of crim:inals and mobsters or people into occult arts 
than nonnal youngsters . It is frightening and terrible , and spells to me the 
signs of doom of this society more than anything else. Coupled with the nonsense 
of New-Age religious heresies, it is aweeome in its potential consequences for 
blowing &1ay the m:inds and hearts of this generation. God help us all! 

So what do you thmk about the Summit? People here think that 
Gorbachev is the greatest public relations genius ever after he stopped m the 
middle of a crowd on a busyWash:ington street, got away from his secret service­
men and mixed with the ~rowd. Certa:inly he hoped to change the terrible image 
of the soviet Union in this country, and perhaps he has done so to some extent. 
fut people are still very wary of the s.u. - rightly so, since corrununism is com­
munism. I watch it all with great :interest, since any liberalization m the s . u. 
should dramatically effect Muslims . And I think that the Russians have such/aeep 
and intense reliRious heritage , and any liberalization will certainly have faI'-

reaching consequ~nces for Christfam.ty triere , al.so , wri:i:'<.;1r ~n. tur.ri .r~2 ,.,hape th~ 
future there. Allah help them all - and their neig~bors , the Sovietized peV'~~ 
of Eastern Europe who are burning with the desire for freedom. 

'Ibis week Mo:in and I observed our thirtieth wedding anniversay 
with a imld:i lovely, very private celebration. Yusuf and Hediye did such touch­
ingly sweet things for the occasion. How much I thank Allah that I am still 
married, and for the kind man at my side, although we have our dif~eren~es ab~ut 
many vital matters - alf alhamdulillah. It almost seems that marriage is an im­

possible nstate to remain :in for people in this country at this time, and no 
difference between Muslims and non-Muslims in this respect - Muslims may even be 
worse, in fact . May Allah help us all! . 

The work on the books is going well but not very fast. I decided 
to complete the 1984 book, which was sent to a pr:inter in Karachi and never came 
out, as it is a full and complete book which I have only to type into my new 
machine and xerox to be available to people . Hence I have halted work on the 
1987 talks which I had begun, to complete that . I am trying to use every free 
moment for ' that work, but the book of 1984 is 300 double-spaced pages lo~g an~ 
so it takes a long time to type . a.it alf alhamdulillah for the new ma ch m e i it 
is proving to be a God-send! . . 

Sheikh Nazim is I believe in Malaysia, Sri Lanka or Brunei, or 
all of them . He is traveling more and more, trying to reach more and moee pea-

.... _- "" .; ... ; q runni.~ vut . And w at are w doing? Noth ..ng, ~-



. notnmg al. a.Ll. , and that nothing is taking all my time and energy. I ·-± 
t. ca'/ had 48 hours and I had an inexhaustible reservoir of patience , health arui • 

,ch ·th, as he virtually has . No one can imagine that a man nearly 70 can do half et 
~reno t he does - busy and engaged with people and their problems and talks from . d!as, 
'~~.g until very late at night , without any care for himself at all. Please ask 

1 
nk 

;rJl. Al).ah to give me more energy and heath to be able to do something useful as l 
~ 1 am in this world. 
1-6 as ~ar Maryam, I must go now, sending you my love and salams from all 

ilY to you and Khan Sahib. May the Most Merciful Lord keep you and your 
ram 

5 
in safety, peace and doing whatever earns His exalted pleasure . 
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May 31, 1988 
ar Maryam, 

Wa 'alaiku as-salam 'wa rahmat'ailahi wa barakatuhu. Just received 
1ur letter this afternoon and am hurrying to reply. Alhamdulillah that you 
~e al 1. right - I had begun to wonder. And mas ha' Allah, to be able to 
omplete Ramadan! I am so happy for you. It must be so very, very taxing 
n such heat. But Allah knows what He is doing, and alhamdulillah for 
!Verything that He sends. I am thankful that I could fast without 
:lifficul. ty, as just before Ramadan I got so sick with my digestion 
hyperacidity - and without a wonderful new drug, Zantac, there is no doubt 
that I could not have fasted at al.1.. 

I wish I could write about experiences in London, but you see, we 
did not go after all. Look at how Allah plans for us! Four days before the 
departure date, Hediye came down with chicken pox (something I had been 
fearing since it has been going around) • As Yusuf had never had it, I 
telephoned Sheikh Nazim, and he indicated to me that I must not come with 
Yusuf. I could not leave my sick daughter, and when she recovered, none of 
us felt that we should go as Ramadan was already over. And then Yusuf got 
sick and is only now completel.y recovered. But I have followed events and 
the whole thing through Taher who went and through one of our dear brothers 
who recently returned. Quite a large group, with all kinds of crazy and 
nafsi behavior, so that it tests one's patience greatly, and in the middle 
of them all, that holy, serene ~ with a voice like an angel calling 
everyone to their Lord. Ya Allah! Ya Allah! I am now thinking how I can 
best make certain that you are informed if/when he comes to Pakistan as at 
present I have no information about it. I will try to find some way, 
insha ' Allah. One option is that you might write to the President, asking to 
be informed. I also asked my friend in Islamabad, Qaisra Shah, who is a 
personal friend (major gen.'l ' s wife) of Zia, to inform you, as she has 
access to the President/Begum Sahiba. Her address is 134 Race Course Road, 
Off Peshawar Road, R ' pindi, in case you want to write to her yourself for 
the same purpose. I stayed with her for several days and feel she is a 
responsible person. 

Sheikh Nazim approved in principle our going to Kuwait, saying to 
Taher that even if there is danger for others, we will be protected because 
of our faith, and I have trust in his promise. Only this morning did we get 
word that Moin ' s appointment is now approved, and we are beginning to make 
our plans firm now . It will be a terribly hectic summer, I JUess, as I 
could not refuse when my daughter-in-law asked me to keep their two older 
children for one month, during which time our daughter Ameena will be coming 
with her two children, and we will be trying to get everything ready for our 
departure. Taher/Tahera have quite a heavy and stressful load with his 
three and her one young children, problems cropping up often with the 
ex-wife, many health problems, etc., and it is important for us to do 
whatever we can to help. So it will be all right, insha ' Allah. It seems 
clear that I must go to Rome on my way to Kuwait, and I think I may take 
Hediye, leaving Mein and Yusuf to wind things up and then we will meet in 
Kuwait when they arrive. But all that has to be determined a bit later . 

There is a lovely, sincere, kind , deep young Saudi sister here whom 
I came to like very much. As she has a relationship with a sister who is a 
secret Sufi, I assumed she knew something about tasawwuf and opened the 
whole matter of Sheikh Nazim to her, even giving her one of his books. Her 
response shocked me. In a loving, gentle manner (with tears, even) she 
called and said that it was all very strange, bordering on shirk to say that 
any human being can know ghaib or be in touch with the souls of the dead, 
etc., etc. She had never heard such a version of Islam and was very fearful 
that r might end up like the Christians! And did not Ibn Taymiyyah and M. 
Abdul-Wahhab warn against such bidat as this? I must not follow him blindly 
but must try to see what this is leading to and how much of a deviation from 
Islam. I was quite taken aback and startled, never anticipating (in my 
foolishness) such a response, consistent with the brain-washing which must 

~tandard in all Saudi schools, in which nothing has reality except thPir 
- --J ' 
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. torY ,.and version of Islam. I told her to go and discuss it with her 
o--'11 h

15
wnedlY Sufi friend when she returns to Saudi - this; .despite the fact 

~e]tnO the son of a very highly-placed religious s.t.•.tguJ;$1 . ,ip . Mecca told me 
th't ~ere are countless seer.et Sufis in. ~he t.rf.' " tz . £tie~9r:.~ .. r '".~!'IJ!ong his own 
that (I believe he is the imam of MasJi.d al-Haram in Meccci'I·· (blw blind , 
!at.her uded - and it is so painful. in so gentle and 1ove1.y a person. ,. I hope 
hO~ ~ell be all right when she talks to her friend and wil.l not divul.ge her 
,t "''1

1 
HoW fool.ishly I behaved, may All.ah forgive me! - ­

secret· 1 can 't pl.ace Saliha Allah at all. As for Rashad Khal.ifa, he has 
oclaimed himself a prophet. ,..,.,.! Allah rescue "Virginia" and all who 

O'i pr hitn before His curse descends on thi"" despicable man! 
.oiiow The present plan (in my mind, so f"lr) ·s to leave for Ron~/Kuwait in 

nd week of August. So we will be ,;.n touch. Dear Marya"D, can you 
te seco me du• as for us? It is such a daring and al.most uninagi "lble thing 
,are 

60
.ng, at present only for one year's appointment, at our age, to such 

t~ ~ ;:~t and strange place (which alhamdulillah is al. together different 
a dis dia and from all accounts, very dunyawi. Allah bless you and make 

:~ng peaceful - ~ ~-i f--: you, dear sister, and I will wait for your 
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July 14, 1988 

y dear Maryam , 
As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you so much 

:or your aerogramme of June 13. I am glad to know that you are all right 
~nd especially that you are writing your biography . This is exciting news, 
and i t must be wonderful to be writing a book again. I will be so 
interested in knowing how it goes, and if you would like some feed-back or 
anything of that sort, I'd also be glad to review i t at any stage, time 
permitting , in Kuwait or wherever I may be. As it obviously involves the 
disclosure of details which may be hard for you or Khan Sahib to have 
publicized, you could finish it and put it away with directions that it be 
publi shed posthumously if that s eems a good solution. 

I certainly am not suprised at your reaction t o our going to Kuwait. 
Yes, it is everything you imagine - maybe much more. But s till I believe 
that in some respects which are critical at present for my young daughter 
Hediye, it will be better than here . At the least, it will be an experience 
and an adventure . But I am more hopeful than that. I believe that Allah 
Subhanahu wa Ta' ala has arranged it for some more important purpose than 
that, and I am going in search of that purpose . Please pray for us as the 
i:.ime appruc:1ci1es. We a:;:e scheduled t.o lc~vo on Aug. 20 (first cl ass , of 
course, as Mein is a full professor, astaghfirullah ! ) , flying direct. It 
will of course take time to settle in, but a fully-furnished, large 
apartment will be given to us, so it will be much easier than counterpart 
experiences in Pakistan, Turkey and Jordan, insha'Allah. 

I have been going through a difficult time with my health, 
especially wi th my back (which is better now, alhamdulillah) and went to 
a pain management clinic . There I am being seen several times a week by an I 
acupuncturist, physiotherapist , chirpractor , massage ther apist, biofeedback 
therapist, who are treating me or teaching me techniques for managing my own 
situation . I have realized that much of Jy back trouble and other problems 
are due to stress, which manifests as v 4rious types of illness or p a:...n. 
Biofeedback is a wonderful tool for )learning relaxation and stress 
management, and I hope I can go from her~- in better condition than I am at 
present. I don't know why it shouldj be a stress t o me to have my 
grandchildren here; other women adore having their grands with them . 
Probably I am mirroring my mother 1 s ways of dealing with things, which was 
very stressful, indeed. Anyway, it is wonderful having ~y daughter Ameena 
here , her first real visit in three years, and she iE' s t i'\ying a long time . 
She is doing well with her pregnancy - my only . .t is L'1at I won 't be 
able to be with her when she delivers, as T an with ~er other two 
oi.cths ; i t means so much to bot!\ of U", ~ :k .:. wi th her t o help her 
after the delivery . This reinforces my se 1se tnat o~r going to Kuwait is a 
divinely-planned move, with khair insha'Allah fvr others besides ourselves . 
I had the idea to begin another book, an autobiograph~~al one relating to_my 
inner journey, but at present there i s as yet no sense 'C easing or opening 
in my heart so that feelings and words can flow, as they 2id during my trip 
to Pakistan - but perhaps it will come. one of the first things I have to 
do in Kuwait is to buy a t ypewriter whic! can do Sheikh Nazim's work (as I 
h a ve a number of talks transcribed for thia preparation of a small book) and 
my own personal work as well. 

My present wish is that when we ~eturn to the U .S · (probably after 
one year) we somehow settle near Ameena as it is foolishness to be so far 
away from our children and grandchildr:n but housing in California is so 
terribly expensive that unless Moin goes \on working at his job here <from 
which he is on leave), we cannot possibly live. It is all in confusion and 
very much on my mind, but insha 'Allah Alla~ will open something good for ~s . 
I have this sort of dream of s t arting a small museum of Islamic decora~ive 
art wherever I settle, and a probably tot~lly unrealistic hope that r_might 

. 1 . c art in the 
meet someone in Kuwait (which has the best museum of Is ami "bl 
world) who might help me with this both as a means of d' awah and pos~i y 
also as a source of livelhood for ~s after Moin retires. But Allah nows 



r I want to tel.l. you that I consulted Sheikh Nazim about this move , 
abOut the political. situation in the Gulf, and he said that even i f 

esP · . here is danger for others, we will be protected because of our faith: so 
t se don 1 t worry about me, no matt er what happens. When I told him by 
plea 

hone that everything .was settl.ed for our going , he said, "Better, better!" 
P

5 
he knows the situation of our fami .iy esp . Hediye •s school.ing. 

a Please send your next l.etter to Kuwait (c/o Dr. M. M. Siddiqu, Dept . 
f Mathematics, Kuwai t University, P.O . Box 5969 , Kuwait) any time after 

0 
2o - I will. be waiting eagerly foe it. Allah bless you, dear sister, 

AU~ · keep you happy and peaceful., and inspire your heart for your new book · 
~n hope to be abl.e to vis i t you in Pc:.k istan again, perhaps during winter· 
All my du 1 as for you and your famil.y . I love you . 
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Allglk,t 1, 1988 

r sister Maryam, 
As-sal.amu 'al.aikum. It has been some time since I received your 

~ 1.etter, but I know you weren't expecting a quick reply. This will of 
1,;Qurse be the last time I wi 11 write from here, as we are insha' Allah 
leaving on Aug. 20 for Kuwait. Please do write me there in the future, c/o 
Dr. M. M. Siddiqui, Dept. of Mathematics, University of Kuwait, P.O . Box 
5969 , Kuwait, KUWAIT. 

Dear Maryam, I hope you are all well and happy and peaceful, you and 
al.l your family . I will wait for your next letter there. 

I myself had hoped that this would be a time when I would be in a 
state of relaxation and expansion of heart as I prepare to return to the 
Muslim world, no matter how modernized it may be . But Allah has sent 
something so unexpected my way - to be brief, there are irreconcilable 
differences between Taher and his new wife Tahera, and they are separating 
and will undoubtedly divorce. The three children, Sara, 7, Abdullah, 6, and 
Hasan, almost 4, have already been told, and Tahera is in the process of 
moving out while Taher is looking for a small apartment for himself and his 
children. However, we are being asked to become the legal guardians of the 
ch; 1 r'lren and to secure visas so that they can come to live with us in 
Kuwait . It is originally intended for this year only, but I don't see how 
Taher can realistically expect to marry a woman who will take hi s three 
children any better than Tahera has been able to do, and so I anticipate 
that they may be with us indefinitely - something which my husband is not 
going to accept . The children are quite lovely and love me very much, 
al though the little one is a bit spoiled and manipulative after spending 
nearly two months with Tahera's parents and his step- brother. It is a huge 
challenge to my ability to accept what Allah sends, and I have been fight ing 
a great battle within myself, looking for a way out as this is definitely 
something which my selfish nafs finds very distasteful. But our sheikh says 
that one improves by means of trials and by anything which teaches patience, 
and I must understand that, although this is not easy, Allah is sending me, 
by special delivery, something uniquely my own test for my own advancement, 
and I can only say "Alhamdulillah" that He is looking at me and sending what 
is suitable . I pray that I will be able to handle this responsibility, and 
that it will take me out of my very self-centered and selfish present s tate 
and expand my heart through the love of these three helpless children who, 
through no fault of their own, are the subject of so much upheaval and 
suffering. Sara is a beautiful-natured, sweet child who looks like her 
mother but in whom I also discern traces of my own mother. 'Abdullah is a 
serious child who reminds me of Taher at his age; he is the one who is 
suffering the most obviously, as he has developed sucn a severe urinary 
incontinence that it has to be treated with medication . Hasan is an 
unattached, very charming, rougish little guy with a wonderful smile, but he 
is disturbing in his lack of attachment , which is no wonder, as he lost his 
mother at the age of a year - and was never wanted even before that . His 
mother, Saleha , has been to visit them here a couple of times . I still love 
her and see the beauty in her personDlity, but she is quite lost and devoid 
of Islamic values, professing only to believe in "herself." May Allah help 

her and all of us . 
My older daughter, Ameena, has been here for the past two or three 

weeks with her two children, and has been a God-send of support and help, 
even though she is very pregnant and uncomfortable. I never imagined it 
would be possible to pack up a house with five young children underfoot, but 
we 're doing very well, on the whole, and are on schedule. Meanwhile I am 
going to several appointments a week to a pain control clinic f~r 
acupuncture , massage, biofeedback, chiropractic care, etc., for my back, in 
an attempt to learn some techniques by which I can help myself· I don 't 
think it's been so successful but I've learned quite a lot about myself, and 
perhaps it may be useful in some ways . There are invitations, visits, etc . 
Just now several key members of our Muslim group are moving from here, and 
there wi 1 1 hP. aui te a gap in the community . I personally don 't feel any 



. leaving here (and I feel that we may not come back here to l ive 
d ess in . . 

sa ~ and am looking forward, in spite of these recent developments, with 
11ga1nl' . n to my new home . Although it may be the antithesis of what one 

· cipatio , . . . 
11otl for in a Muslim society, I hope it may nevertheless be an 

d hOPe .,..oul . adventure comparable in some ways to Turkey and Jordan, and that 
es ting . inter means of opening and release for my heart. 

· 11 be a it .,..i Maryam I look forward to your next letter in Kuwait . Allah 
oear • 
ou and keep you and your dear ones always in His merciful care. 

bless Yon, t forget me in your du' a, especially around Aug . 20 . Much love, 
p1ease d 
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M-ryam, 
Wa • alaikum as-sal~ ..., wa barakatuhu . I received 

~ur l etter of Feb. 21 a few days ago, and yesterday your second letter 
, lwhich I prl')motly destroyed). I am so sorry about the upset which hly 

letter caused you; may Allah forgive me for my thoughtlessness toward 
you. The only excuse I have to offer is that, knowing you as I do, there 
were t hings I wished to understand after reading your book. Be assured 
that I do not discuss these private matters of yours with anyone, and no 
one is aware of anything except from your own writings. Your reputtion 
as a scholar and as a great contributor to Islam stands unmatched; there 
is no Western Muslimah whose contribution can compare with yours. And 
the questions I asked were purely my own; I did not discuss any of this 
with Kayani. The book, as it stands, is a remarkably moving one, and a 
most valuable gift to the saga of Western Muslims. I don• t think you 
should ever hesitate to have it circulated, as it is effective and 
wonderful even without any changes. 

Kayani recently came back from U. K. and is very back-logged with 
work. Everything ATP publ.ishes must go through the usual channel of 
review by a committee, and thi · has yet to be done with your book . 
Things move very slowly with ATP in any case. My children's book, Kareem 
and Fatima, is only now at t tial stages of the printing process, 
after all this time. And now~~ ~ me to change the subject •.. 

I was relieved to. i:.nat Haider• s marriage was not 
consummated, making the divorce o much easier and more tolerable. May 
Allah send him - and you and Khan ~ahib - a daughter-in-law who will be 
all you could wish for your son. 

I got a phone call a couple of .1eeks ago from Amina as-Silmi, who 
came back from Pakistan and the conf~rence full of enthusiasm. She said 
she had met you there. Did you attend the entire conference? What was 
your impression? 

I have been working in all my spare time on the retyping of Book 
Three of Sheikh Nazim; there were some errors and the format was very 
poor. I sent the entire book as it is to Kayani to get some clear 
directions about what he thinks ATP can use and what not, but haven• t 
heard from him. There is such a little time left to me to work until we 
go to Turkey that I must really push myself. our daughter Ameena, now in 
mid-pregnancy with her fourth child, will be arriving in summer to stay 
until almost the time of our leaving and will have the baby here (in 
Denver , actually) • Taher' s wife is due to have the ninth child (his 
fourth, her fifth) in June; they seem to be doing well, although with so 
many children, someone or the other is always sick. Selima, our middle 
daughter, has finished her studies in New Zealand and is now in Hawaii 
working for a short time before returning. It's been more than two years 
since we•ve seen each other and I •m expecting her here soon, but >('8DCk 

since our understandings are very different at this point, I don't expect 
it to be a very pleasant visit. 

We are all struggling along with Turkish. Yusuf is quite quick 
to memorize and learn, and Moin also has a good retentive capacity. I 
have a kind of feel for the language and coneJderable more fluency than 
the others, but still it is such a difficult language that it takes a 
concentrated effort (which none of us is putting) to really learn it. 

I am now dealing with some Americans who are interested in Islam, 
and one new Muslim, a junior high-age boy, Yusuf•s friend. It is very 
difficult to know how to get through to them, because their background 
interposes objections to so many aspects of Islam, especially issues 
related to women, hi jab, separation, etc. Because they hAven 1 t seen 
Islam as it is practiced in the matrix of a Muslim sociP' , racticed 
rightly or wrongly makes no difference - · L. f:he • / . ..:Uosphere of 
the society which counts) , these things i. l•e no St. .,se t C> tl1em, especially 
as they see them practiced by the predomi nant Gulf (Saudis, etc.) Arabs 
here. Unfortunately, my mind is so busy with personal matters that I am 
not able to ~ive this m real attention but how to a roach such eo le 



iS a matter which needs serious and deep thought. Yes, it is true that 
~ericans 1ack any transcendant, permanent mora1 1aws, which in itself is 

cause of terrib1e prob1ems, but most1y they don't undertand that this 
a the case and hence are not open to it as a so1ution. You must first 
iS 
~nvinced of the truth of something before you can believe it, and 
peh t with a11 the adverse propaganda and image of Is1am and Mus1ims, is 
t 5 I 
~sOIJlething which is exceedingly difficu1t to present. In short, hidayat 

,
6 

from Al1ah; but we must be open to varied ways of presenting Islam 
1 ccordin9 to the me.nta1i ty of various peop1e so that we 1eave no stone 
a turned in our effort to share it with others. 
un oear Maryam, I think of you with deep affection. Again, I am so 
-v And I wou1d ask you to keep my personal. affairs between the two 

so .... , . 
f us always. I hope the renovations of . the house are nearing 

0 ietion; I can imagine how frustrating that is to live with. Here we 
~p had 50 much snow; again today it's snowing - alhamdu1i1l.ah for the 
bavet re 80 bad1y needed. I pray that you wi11 have a most blessed 
C()iS U t 

dani may Al.l.ah make it easy for you and accept it. Until next time -
R&Ja Much love , 
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My dear Maryam, 

As-salamu 

.. . . " 
•alaikum wa rahmat-Allahi wa barakatuhu. 

First , thank you so muc~ for your recent letter. I'm sorry 

it 1 s taken me so long to reply to it, but things have been 

hectic here recently. Alhamdulillah you could fast without 

undue difficulty; may Allah accept it from you and grant you 

to see many more Ramadans , in good health and peace. 

Unfortunately I don't have your letter in front of me 

just now to reply to what you've written. So I wil l just 

gi ve you the news from here. Taher went to London at the 

begi nning of Ramadan; there were crowds of people. He 

reported many very important things related to Sheikh Nazim 
and coming worl.d events (Prince Charles will become Muslim, 
Gorbachev will fall , re-united Germany, Japan and Turkey will 
fight; with the Soviet Union; and he is the khalifa of 
Rasul-Allah, s.a.w.s., at this time, which I believe with all 
my heart). My second daughter Selima came home after a 
2J.,-year absence and travels all of the world; she stayed 
three weeks and left to the West Coast to find a settled job. 
Moin•s sister Razia and her husband, who are now more or less 
settled in San Francisco with their son, have come for a 
two-week visit, and that's why I wasn ' t free to write. Moin 
has been taking them all over and I think they've had a good 
time, and there is good understanding between them and me , 
alhamdulillah . Yusuf will graduate from high school at the 
beginning of June and take his first university course in 
summer. The other in-laws will come for a few days in 
mid-June. Taher 's baby is due at the end of June. Our 
daughter Ameena, then eight months pregnant, will arrive at 
the end of June and will have her baby here at around the 
beginning of August. And we must be in Ankara by the end of 
August. Al.hamdulillah, I ' m not worried because I• ve 
basically made myself stop thinking, and that is the only way 
to peace in this time. The One who gives burdens is enough 
for handling them and taking them away ... 

Still I have a lot of work left on the polishing and 
typing of Sheikh Nazim' s 1987 talks, arranging them and the 
1986 talks into categories (separate small books) and 
submitting them to ATP, which very little time left to do it 
in. We have turned over our house to a property manager and 
wi 11 rent it, I guess, ful l.y furnished, as the labor of 
moving furniture out and in is just too much for Mein. 
Doesn't matter; we are on our way to our Lord 1 s Divine 
Presence and the less we are attrached to this world the 
better. Alhamdulillah that I can feel this way now. 

Because of all I have to do, very likely I won ' t be 
able to reply regularly, but do keep your letters coming. 
And after the beginning of Sept., the address will be: 



;/o or. M. M. Siddiqui 
oepartment of Industrial Engineering 
Bilkent University 
p.o.B. 8-06572 Maltepe 

Ankara. 

There, hopefully a fully-furnished apartment will be ready in 
the university campus. Please pray for me, dear sister . 

All the best from Moin, Yusuf 
Razia for you and your family. I pray 
and your dear ones and you are peaceful. 

and 
all 

Hediye 
is well 

and Aunt 
with you 

I 
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June ~ 

dear Maryam, 
I received your recent letter a couple of days ago. The news it 

.tained was very disturbing, the first very direct news we've had 
_ecentl.y of the state of affairs. May Allah save Pakistan and its 

I people, as He has been doing all these years since its beginning. Time 
after time when I• ve been there I• ve been sure that the events I was 
see ing presaged the end, but Allah's mercy always kept her, perhaps for 
the honor of the Holy Prophet whose awliya are buried there or for the 
ls ake of the people who love him so much. Insha 1 Allah His protection 
'c overs her, and keeps you and your dear ones in safety. 

But it is not only Pakistan. Wherever we look in the world 
t h e r e are terrible dangers, fires burning almost out of control, and it 
seems that day by day the end is getting closer; it cannot be too far 
off now, especially as the situation in Israel is escalating so. We 
must just keep our faith in Allah Ta 1 ala and His endlessly wise plan, 
knowing that whatever we bear and suffer is a means for our improvement. 

Here, too. Society is deteriorating at a terribly fast rate. I 
am now reading books about the New Age phenomena (esp. N.A. religion, 
wh i ch comes complete with denial of God/divinity of man, ancient 
p a ganisms revived, shamanism, witchcraft, mediums, channeling, all 
obv iously under t:he control of evil jinn who masquerade as "enlightened" 
beings, the Ascended Masters, spirits of now-dead persons, etc J. The 
move in w. society away from religion ("dogma") toward/into secular 
humanism has made this so easy, and children are indoctrinated into this 
mode of thought from a very early age. I've always been conscious that 
f r om the very first day I put my children into kindergarten they were 
taken out of my hands) but was at loss to explain it. Now I know. The 
educational establishment, esp., is dedicated to fostering such 
a t ti tudes in the minds of children, and all the hideous array of 
technologies, science fiction (a multitude of s. f. toys and games, as 
well), v ideo games, fantasy pursuits & preoccupations, are, acc. to some 
Christian sources, merely the precursors of acce ptance of the Dajjal 
when he comes as a superhuman, super-enlightened being. Now in London 
t her e is a person living among Indo-Pak. people, who calls himself Lord 
Maiter ya, the returned Christ (not Jesus, thought, because that is too 
Christian). Perhaps he is the Dajjal. All the signs point to something 
happenin g soon, and our sheikh is telling us to be prepared from 1990 
onwards. The cult of "self," culminating in the theosophist/pantheistic 
belief that we are all divine, we are all God but that a personal God is 
a nonsensical belief, is now at its peak, and one sees its evil 
influence in almost everything. The worst is in the schools, where 
children are taught that they are the most important thing, what they 
think, what they want, is more important than anything else, and that 
they must express themselves. May Allah help us - that is all! 

Now I am so busy trying to finish my work on S.N.'s manuscripts 
so I can submit a portion to ATP before leaving. Packing up will be 
done just before we leave, about Aug. 20. As for a stable govt. in 
Turkey, I think this is highly incorrect; the military stands poised to 
take over whenever it deems it necessary. In any case, Allah arranged 
this for us, and we are going, insha'Allah - to what, only He knows. We 
will find all the same evils there; but I still hope that for my hungry 
and tired heart there may be some opening, somehow ••• 

Razia Husaini and her husband were here for two weeks; and our 
daughter Selima came back for a three-week visit. I'm sure I wrote to 
you, but perhaps the letter was lost or I could have misplaced it before 
mailing. Very sorry for the gap. I hope we'll write at least once more 
b efore I leave, but here is the address, in any case: 

c/o Dr. M. M. Siddiqui 
Department of Industrial Engineering 
Bilkent University 
P.O.Box 8 06572 Maltepe 
Ankara , Turkey 



I • m gl.ad that your new book is out and pray that All.ah makes it 
a living evidence for the truth of His deen. If you can manage to get a 
copy to me, I woul.d be so gl.ad (perhaps to Turkey woul.d be better, as it 
may take three months to arrive). I woul.d certainl.y suggest sending a 
copy to Kayani ~t ATP, for whatever may ~ome ~f it. In the meantime, I 

d 
hope Haider is settl.ed and a new marriage is being worked out with a 

0 • h . table and deserving girl., and that at t e domestic level. all. is 
SUl i • aceful for you. I think we are al.l wa ting; the whole world is 
pelting, knowing that the pre~ent trend cannot continue much l.onger, and ...,a ·"'· . 

ing for they don't know what. Al n .mdulil.l.ah that we do know what, 
hOP - -d we have every reason to be hopef and optimistic. The onl.y key is 
an ience and keeping one's heart wi tl' Al.l.ah, nothing el.se. I am seeing 
path worried, upset famil.ies here, women so terribl.y burdened by their 
sue bands and/or chil.dren that they are becoming nervous wrecks . May 
hUS h accept all. that suffering which Muslims are carrying for · His sake, 
Alla nd His Holy One, Mahdi, a. s. , soon. Dear sister, may He keep you 
and se · 
. ais mercy and His love, and al.l. those who bel.ong to you. 
ln With my l.ove, /'J • -
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Jtu.uary , .L':l':l4! 

dear l'lar{am, 
As-sal.amu 'al.aikum wa rahmatal.l.ahi wa barakatuhu. Please do 

forgive me for not having written earlier. I've just returned froll" " 
two-week trip to California and I'd planned to write before leaving, but 
things just got too hectic . The letter which I wrote many weeks ago 
evidentl.y never reached you, and I was afraid you'd worr{ about not 
hearing anything from me, which I see was indeed the case from your 
ietter to !'loin. You can't know how busy my life is at times, but be sure 
that I never forget you and that I will. write when I can. I do hope all 
is wel.l. with you and your family members, and that you are passing a 
peaceful and useful time. 

Many things happened. First, Taher•s oldest daughter Sara came 
to live with us for an indefinite period in November; his wife's health 
is poor and this eleven-year-old girl needs more attention than is 
available for her. She has been a lovely addition to our family, giving 
me some much-needed incentive and bringing some youngness into our very 
quiet family circle. Our daughter Selima came for a visit at 
Thanksgiving. In between I spent my spare time editing a large and very 
interesting children's manuscript, going through it carefully twice; I 
mailed it back to ATP just before we left on our holiday. Moin and Yusuf 
drove out and met Hediye, Sara and me at the San Francisco airport. We 
spent our two weeks' holiday very happily, visiting with all our many 
relatives and enjoying the children very much. Taher, Selima and Ameena 
all live within a fifty mile radius; Moin 's sister Razia from Lahore 
lives nearby with her husband and son's family, and his younger brother 
Waheed is also close, as well as his married and unmarried sons. So 
there is a big crowd of family now, masha'Allah. We also visited with 
Sheikh Hisham, Sheikh Nazim's son-in-law and khalifa in the U.S., who 
seemed to have so much wisdom, and some light came into my heart for 
perhaps the first time since returning here . 

We have now to deal with the knotty problem of our family's 
future. Primary consideration must now be given to Yusuf's education, as 
well as to the fact that all our family is in California. I don't want 
to be in a separate continent from Yusuf and I actually now need him 
physically because of my back, so we are thinking of moving wherever he 
goes to school. One possibility is a nice little town in Ca. called San 
Luis Obispo, 230 miles south of S.F. and 180 miles north of L. A.; we 
visited there and liked it. However, the Muslim community seems to be 
very small and perhaps dominated by very fanatical Wahhabis. It 
.. errifies me to think of moving to a place where I don• t know anyone, 
where l ~ouid have to travel for hours on a freeway to reach my relatives 
(there is a family who belong to S.N. in a town an hour distant; they 
hold dhikr every week), but I think we can't continue being alone here in 
F.C., which I really like as a place very much; if we had some ones 
belonging to us here, I probably wouldn't think of leaving, but as it is 
it seems to me that we must go. At the same time, Moin has a per1118nent 
job here every other year (or alternate semesters, as he prefers), and no 
other job for the other periods. So it is a very confused and confusing 
picture. I have no idea at all what we'll do, but Turkey seems to be out 
of the picture, as I don't want to leave Yusuf and couldn't live there 
without him anyhow, as he did so much of our running around and necessary 
errands. Moin has applied to various places but so far no response from 
anywhere. I am trying to leave it all to Allah. My back is also more 
painful now than before and my activities more and more limited . I pray 
that Allah may make all these tests a means of coming closer to Him and 
of cleansing, and am asking for tawakkul and sabr. 

I'm glad you heard positively from Radhia; I owe her a letter, 
too. I wish I could find time for some useful work but all my time seems 
to be spent in appointments with physiotherapists, biofeedback, etc., for 
my back, but without any really positive results. However, the sixth 
Sheikh Nazim book is nearly complete, alhamdulillah. 
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January 25, l992 

.,_r Maryam, 
'fla 'al.aikum as-sal.am wa rahmatal.l.ahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you 

much for your good letter of Jan. 3, which contained many ideas which 
am deepl.y in agreement with. I do hope this will find you and all your 

dear ones in good health and condition generally . 
Yes, the state of the world is deteriorating rapidly, but to me 

this is not a cause for al.arm, as it has been fortold in hadiths. The 
events and conditions which Rasul.Allah, pbuh, foretold must take place, 
as he is the most truthful. one, and it is clear that before the holy one, 
~ahdi , a .s ., is sent, things must become too terrible to continue. The 
return to barbarism (Bosnia, India, etc., etc.) is one mark of this, and 
so of course is the deterioration in sexual. moral.a. But worse is on the 
way, I think, before it's all over, and with each new sign, I am waiting 
with more and more certainty for the promised messia~May we live to 
his time and be with him and with the forces of haqq and hol.inessl 

Here in F.C. and in so many other places the masjid community is 
torn apart by different views, power struggles, etc. - I hear this from 
everywhere in this country. I totall.y agree with you that fanatacism is 
the deepest evil among us, regardless of which side it• s propagated by. 
Certainly the methods of the Tabligh people leave one with a sense of 
distaste, probably turning away many people. The in-fighting among 
Muslims will continue until the di vine intervention takes place because 
everyone is putting his ego forward and insisting that everything must be 
as he thinks is •correct' Is1amica1ly. Sometimes I get confused because 
it is true that we here have compromised on so many issues (minor ones, 

'" however), but we are forced to or lose ourselves/our chil.dren. You just 
can 1 t apply a rigid Islam under these conditions, and the only way I see 
is to make people love Islam. Of course, I am silent about the way of 
tasawwuf because to most people it is unmentionable and detestable. A 
:aousand times alhamdulillah that I found my direction , and director, in 
riy sheikh, giving me the balanced view of how to deal with contemporary 
issues and situations from an authoritative point of view. You just 
wouidn 1 t believe some of the situations we hear about here; almost every 
Muslim family has some case of zina, divorce, loss of young people to 
Islam, etc. , etc., and it would be a great wonder if it weren't the case. 

I 
What can we do except pray for our Lord's mercy and for the coming of the 
holy one soon? 

There is tremendous anti-Semitism among Muslims here, notably 
the Arabs. I hav e a close friend from Lebanon who insists that they are 
au the enemies of Allah because it says so in Qur 1 an and that we can't 
be friends with them. Yet they are championing the cause of Bosnia; 
can you imagine a Muslim championing anything to do with Jews, ever? 
Here, kids from the local synagogue decided to make collecting clothes 
for B. part of their Bar Mitzvah prep. They came to the masjid with a 
few women and we sat together and compared notes about our respective 
faiths , finding so much in common. Among believers who accept each 
others• faith as valid, there can be no question of •religious conflict'; 
it is a huge mistake, I believe, and there must be mutual respect and 
dialogue and working together for Allah 1 s cause. Certainly there are 
some beginnings of this visible in this country now, and surely 

I 
elsewhere, alhamdulillah, but it needs to gain momentum and flourish as a 
9enuine movement of bel.ievers toward each other and against evil. I was 
told that the Pope• s next major agenda is to mend fences with the world 
of Is1am· I've found catholics the closest to Islam and also the easiest 

I 
t~ addre~s because of our common values. As for the charge that they're 
idolaters I don •t accept this for a moment; their beliefs may be 
confused but the intention is for God, even if that is read 'Jesus.' 



we went to Ca1ifornia for the two weeks of Christmas break. The 
break in continuity has thrown off everything and I've not yet been abie 
to get back into my norma1 work routine on the Qasas. A1so there are 
some sma11 invo1 vements with Bosnia (perhaps with coming refugees) , 
various friends and their prob1ems and needs, the Is1amic schoo1 here, 
i n which it• s so difficu1t to affect some of the teen-agers who have 
grown up without any Is1amic 1ife. A1hamdu1i11ah that my back is ever so 

111
uch better now after using a bone-rep1acement drug for osteoporosis _ 

1 
can now sit and 1ie without pain, so that it's a1most a mirac1e ! 

Ver have been wrest1ing with chronic sinusitis for months on anti-
Rowe • • 
biotics since September. Hopefu11y this wi11 finish now. 

oear Maryam, I send you my heartfe1t du'a for a most b1essed and 
lfilling Ramadan, insha 'A11ah perhaps a bit easier than previous years 

~~ terlllS of the heat. Moin 's best sa1ams to Khan Sahib and a11 my 

il 
, s salams to you. Unti1 next time -

falll Y 
Your ioving sister 
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~ryam, 

August 3, l.99 
April 20, • 992 

al.aikum as-sal.am wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. I was very 
have your good letter of March 1.3, with the news of your sons' 

Despite all the fuss and worl.dliness any Pakistani marriage 
.ich you understandabl.y hate, you know that you• ve done what 

..: done to make everyone invol.ved happy and now it's over. 
· .1u.;.ah you have your precious space back (I sympathize totally with 

thi~; my room is my refuge, although my typewriter and workspace is in 
the famil.y room) and are settl.ed once again. I hope. Ramadan, in spite of 
these distractions and inconveniences, was special and wonderful, and 
insha'Al.l.ah not too stressful. in terms of heat . Now your sons may be in 
America, or will go soon. Insha'Allah they ' ll be all right. No doubty 
there are many shif~s and adjustments necessary, but many, many sincere 
Muslims are living Islam here and raising t heir children well . It's not 
a hopeless situation, as you seem to feel not anymore than the 
situation of earlier Muslims who settled in non- Muslim areas and 
eventually made them Muslim. I don't see t his as happening any time 
soon, of course, but I see some shifts and changes: there is more power 
; ' Muclim ha:id::; .::me mere consc:.cusr.ass of potentialities. I my;:,,.lf 

tended the organizational meeting of the N. American Council for Ms. 
"en in N. Va . at the end of Feb. and feel that t here is great potential 
e for pcs i ti ve action and change, and women are ready to work and 
nt for something. We can only hope that this will be something useful 
vital for the life of Ms . in this country . 

P.lhamdulillah, I'm all right, al though slowed and having to 
lerate actlvi tins. My sister came to visit for four days, the first 
1e in seven years or so, al though I've been to her briefly. She 
>ught dozens of old letters concerning our emigration from Vienna, ~ife 

England, what happened to our parents, and our coming to America, 
.-:: ... · 'half in German. I was terribly moved by the tragedy of what 

ppened to my family and cried a lot, feeling especially my mot1 ..,,r's 
in in it all; my sister wants to get some of the Gr. papers translated 
j has already put everything into her computer. I was unhappy to open 
old wound, realizing that it never really closed for me, while she is 

3b'e to remember anything about our life in Vienna, although she was 
ven when we left, and very little later. Perhaps I ' ll finish the story 
~ day and bring it around to its ultimate end, which is my destiny in 
~aro, so that it will h ave a positive message for the descendants for 
)ID it is intended (not for publication) . 

I cont nue to get very little done; I quess my 
roJeCt " -oriented. days are over . The uncertainty about where we are 
lng to settle (now . a choice, it seems, between at least three more 

3
rs in F . C. or moving ~o "acramento) is v . difficult but we can't 
. de anything at this point a - there is some information which is not 

ci d to be ba1... 
ailable. Moin in ten s l.ike ~B F .C . the year after ne~t, in any 

but of course I would . d of i"J'I_ to be near my children and 
ise, . Yet the i ea . . 
·andchildren in Calif· . 

1 
new community to Ca . is terribly s~ary 

it will be an entire Y nywhere in ~~nvironment, and it ' s 
) me, as aown roots a d. g 
> difficult for me t o put t for us. I'm fin ~n •1ntry . . In~ha ' -
1 h Allah dee. des for the bes d Sara but this is what .. ., difficult 
. ab mother to eleven-year-cl ry , little time ever for nf'J .c~f sent 
' e a 1 have ve . . c ' _ 
\d I must be patient. this is just the way it ar.d shukr, TI' 
•ading for example, but h but just to pr• ,.," . 
. , think too muc 
:n trying not to 

d Vl:.lnerable . 
... ery weak an 

·I~ 



--- -'-- -~ f"h,.-lstmas break. 

Have you been able to write anything since Ramadan finished? 
'lll glad to hear about ISLAMIC TRADITION . Here, too, Islamic / 

1ublications and organizations are proliferating . Moin has been approa- ./" 
phed to be the statistical head of a demographic survey of Ms. in ~ 
c 

5 
irt cooperation with a demographic center in San Diego and wg~~s 

~~t~· a non-Muslim director; the American Muslim Council is tl}re u .s., 
Cy involved. This is something he's been keen about fo,../unt It 

agen . "' co · 

' 

f unding was not available. No one knows the no. of P. f . t mateI. but . . . ....,n i i -
d many people think it's pretty essential to get Collins, but 

an . t . d . . t .... :om Fort 
· ld be a very interes ing, rewar ing proJeC _, "ifs" just 

I 
wou . . b . h. . 11 .,,e are so many 

• 5 giving him a JO in is coming year C"' • t Yusuf is 
a11ze • d that wi thou • 

t too will take some months to be known . ..: , an . b has been 
tha . f t that no JO 

Asfor Turkey, to go again for onf>the ac th t we were 
now· . d long ago a 
. t out of quest ion , not to men1f: I guesse b i· ous Islamic 
JUS • b cause of o v 
ffered to Moin i n Turkey up~ ins ti tut ion e th other' day by 

o- nae non grata in that s~;r, one foot in front of e 
perso . _,.;.fd.._y • a dhikr. 

r
haracteristics . Walk~~g bxcept sabr' shukr an and heal.1?9JJ! 20"'~'.°lil ai.g>1\t'OP"' -::::> 

there is no solutio d keep you happy 
ay , ess an 

oeer Maryam' Allah 
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- , 
August 3, 199 

4r Maryam, 

As-salamu 'alaikum. Your good letter just arrived today; many 
,ank.s. And I'm repl.ying at once because if I wait, most probably it 
ill. be a long time before I can write, as this is the "busy season" at 
y house. 

We could talk without end about all the problems of modern 
civilization and among Muslims especially; one senses that it's all 
getting worse on both fronts at a dramatic rate, and only Allah knows 
what it means. The sheikh has promised Mahdi's coming before the year 
1990, and these a ~ just precursors of that, without a doubt. I sit here 
and think about i~ all, and more and more my mind is unable to deal with 
anything except the immediate situation around me and my own spiritual 
life. The rest is too complex, confused, and seemingly hopeless. I 
often wonder why everyone doesn't feel that way but I guess it's because 
the yo•mg are always hopeful and buoyant, while I see different signs and 
am a 1 o not .·.>le to do anything any longer to deal with wider problems. 

like y rself, to be at home is all I want. I just can't 
• ....... t . .• d why people want to run around and be amused, as I don't any 
!ong. and am completely content with my house, garden and writing, and 
to b ' able to contribute something useful in any way. 

As for your daughters-in-law, I imagine there will be a mixed 
initial reaction: awe and wonder at the greatness of the outward aspects 
of society here, and loneliness and a sense of lostness at being so far 
from everything familiar. The latter will predominate, perhaps, for the 
first years, but then they'll adapt and get used to the way of life here. 
I don't think you have to worry about their Islam, or your grandchild­
ren' s, for the Islamic impetus is fairly strong here, especially in 
metropolitan areas where there are large immigrant communities, and they 
ill keep their traditions and survive quite well, I imagine, if they are 

strong to start with. However, more and more I take issue with the rigid 
ideological model which most born-Muslims carry around, as surviving here 

fas Muslims means flexibility and adaptiveness in approaches. Many 
Muslims are so locked into their ideological model that they can't make 

j 
the adjustments necessary (not always liked) to save their children's 
Islam, for if they are held too rigidly, they'll rebel and l.eave 
altogether. Living here, ""~ mav1 •v•·'~Pre, today is an exercise in 

J 

wisdom, subtlety and folJ , 11cts rather than living by the 
rules of 6th century Madi.. c h just won't work here. May Al.lah hel.p 
us all! 

Next week I plan e- -1 ··1g trip to Chicago to visit a sister 
whose husband has recently1 

..... i ed; they were very long-time friends· 
There, I'll also insha'Allah expl.ore a new medium, video. I'm in contact 
with a Pak. brother, Abdul-Malik Mujahid, who does children's videos, and 
I suggested to him a sort of story-t&l ling approach (a woman surrounded 
by children). He'l.l take me to his st J10 and I'll. see how it's done and 
then we' 11 do some film~ ng and see '"hat the resul. ts are. I 'm not a 
person to write anything I have to say, so it' l.l all be extempore, 
probably based on the prophets' stories which I'm writing. While I don't 
really feel up to any of thi #, it's somehting I feel. I have to try to do 
as we need every possible approach to reach our children's hearts, and I 
know from the sheikh that speaking heart to heart is the most effective 

and lovel.y way to reach anyone. 



Sheikh Nazim is probab1y at present in Cyprus but shou1d soon 
leave for Ma1aysia. I be1ieve he was in Pakistan brief1y 1ast winter on 
the way back from Ma1. Taher went to London in Ramadan. The sheikh has 
reiegated much of his work to Sheikh Hisham, his Lebanese son-in-1aw and 
kalifa who 1ives in Ca1if.; Taher is very c1ose to him. There are so 
many murids now, and so many other "customers" coming to consu1t that te 
sheikh has had to de1egate. It is said that he has reached the peak of 
his maqam and is in the highest station among aw1iya. For myse1f, I know 
that if it weren't for him, I wou1d probab1y never have been ab1e to 
remain a Mus1im, with the distortions of Is1am around me here and the 
difficulties of my own persona1 1ife. I owe him almost everything I know 
and am, and wou1d like to spend a11 my time in his company. But that 
obvious1y can 1 t be, so I try to keep my re1ationship with him strong 
spiritua11y. Sti11, we al1 hope to see him within the coming year • 

.Must end here and take Sara to her karate 1esson. So 1ife goes. 
The smallest grandchi1d (Ameena is here with her four) is crying in the 
next room and the others are trying to hook up a VCR. A1hamdu1i1lah for 

everything! 
Allah bless you, dear Maryam. Please write soon--~Wi~h lov~, ·· - · · · '""""IW 1euo111pp1;f 
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M) dear Maryam, 

iaa? 
6, 1992 

Wa 'alaikum as-salam wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you 
very much for your good letter of Nov. 17. Allah bless you for all your 
love and concern. I certainly haven't meant to represent my state of 
health as "precarious" and in danger of collapse. The main problem has 
been my back, but that has now, by something close to a miracle, improved 
to the point at which .tllere iJS virtually no pain. I just can• t believe 
it and be sufficiently thankful to Allah! There are several distinct 
components of this prOblem, · and no , -doctor knew which component was 
causing the pain . In an attempt 'ko,, qeal with one component, I went to a 
specialist in osteoporosis, and h~put me on medicine~ which are supposed 
to rebuild bone mass . The .f ¥e~ I had to discontinue because of 
intolerable side-effects; this was the medicine which was known to help 
pain. Then I was changed to another with no short-term effects on pain, 
but a few weeks later, I find myself in this amazingly improved 
condition, alf alhamdulillah. Now chronic sinusitis remains a problem 
and I'm going to start allergy shots to, again, take away one component 
of tefl problem. 

I agree with you about Islamic books - there are very few I care 
to read. The book I mentioned is primarily about the thought of Ibn 
Arabi, not by him. If your sons could get it for you, I think you would 
be very impressed by it . Its name is The Tao of Islam, by Sachiko Murata 
(a Japanese Muslimah). It can be had in N. Y. from Pak Books, 13 7i., E. 
27th St., N.Y.10016, tel. 212-213-2177. The husband of this author, 
Wi111g~ ~hitii~~Ar1~1a1so a brilliant Islamic scholar and has books about 
Rum)(_pUbt~~ea by ~ne same publisher, St ate Univ. of N.Y. tiuixaxtsxast~ 

Here in Colo., we are deluged daily with pro-gay/ lesbian 
" garbage. on Nov. 3, the majority of voters in this state voted in a 

state bill which prohibited giving these people spec ial 
anti-discriminatory status (and of course there is discrimination, even 
outpourings of hate and invective) • Before and s ince, they and their 
supporters have been so vocal in labeling Colo. as a state full of reac­
tinaries and hate-mongers. Since people see this as "sexual 
preference" or "orientation," as if it's a matter of simple choice and no 
moral issue is involved, and the hpoor ' 'g/ls. are "programmed" to act the 
way they act, no choice on their part being involved, there is a great 
deal of hostili tr beinq express~d. B. Streisand, L t- ng others, h~s 
called up:m entei ·tainers to ·b\?ycott: "to., 1Jlich as yop v.now has a F-ICi 
industry catering to the rich and famous, ani the l'lpQ"' "nents of f'lr<! · bill 
are working hard to get it repealed, which 1 'aave no doubt they will 
since economic interests are involved. This means that I won't have a 
choice about who to rent my house to; if a gay family comes along' I 
can't refuse them on the basis of their "sexual orientation." I have in 
my hand an elementary school curriculum now being taught in N · 'i · in which 
kids are taught to respect and accept homos; in many univers ities' 
students don't have the option to refuse to share a room with a homo 
roommate . It's incredible how widely this all is accepted; even many 
churches have knuckled under. I suppose only the Catholics' 
fundamentalist Christians and Muslims are standing their ground· But you 
can't say anything now without being accused of being narrow-minded, 
cruel and prejudiced, despite the enormous menace homos pose to heal. th 
and well-being. 

As for the U.S . force assigned to Somalia, there is deep ~~~ce~ 
tR:tp~~t= rerely a fron~ for a SOfi~98°pf~dt~~~~onwf¥fi0aS~~~cets ~opp~ing 

x ot neip1ng oppressea pe ' h ens to be 
the moderate Islamic government in Suday. My son-in-law ap~ thinq 
totally in love with H al-Turabi and the present govt. ' and i any . 
h • fi ht I don't for a momr 
appens there, he' 11 be on a plane to go and g • if they ha'' 

believe the 'humanitarian ' claims of Bush et al , for 



.... oon 
such concerns, how could they have let the Bosnia debacle go on a ~ '? 
haS I paving the Way for any gang Of hoodlums anywhere in the WOrl~ a (" ' 
practice the local version of 'ethnic cleansing. ' Look at wha 
happening in Germany! 

Am working in all my spare time on the qasas al-anbiya, but it'­
very slow. On Dec. 20 will fly to Ca. to visit with my family members 
and will be back on Jan . 3 . There is a lot to do now, some contacts 
coming now and then with non-Muslims who are interested in Islam for one 
or the other reason , teaching some new sisters. In this community now, 
it• s c1osed Wahhabis versus those of us who want to be open to the 
outside wor1d and make Is1am 1ook beautiful to others, with the eternal 
strugg1e this invo1ves. Insha'Allah we'l1 carry on (as they will), and 
Al1ah wi11 give us the means to reach out to His servants in the best way 
possib1e, going around those obstructionists who can only think in terms 
of ~ and work against anyone who sees things differently. Please 
remember me in your prayers. I •m just so happy to think of you settled 
and stable in a Mus1im country, no matter what ~ 4 - faults may be. May ·,,.,, 
>.I.1ah le,,..,.,.._ "~u .,,....,_ ••nt- i 1 vour last breath and end ~ai;i vqn . unt-" , ""' 
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July 1, 1992 

As-salamu ' alaikum we. rahmat allahi wa barakatuhu. I was very 
have your letter of June 17 and to know that you are all right, 
the sever e heat . Insha 'Allah you will pass through the summer 

· th• .t any serious difficulties other than the heat. I can only say 

- -~hamdul.illah" for all t he quiet, peaceful (to some, "dull") and 
uneventful days, for they form the backbone of our lives and the 
stability we so much need. With an eleven-year-old in the house eager 
for any sort of activity, I can only wonder why anyone would want this, 
as I'm too happy to be at home, writing and being at peace, and wonder 
how anyone can ~ anything else . Alhamdulillah, al though Yusuf and 
Hedi ye like outings, they are all right with whatever comes along and 
sort of balance things out. 

I'm grateful for your advice concerning my health. The schedule 
in this house is opposite of what you suggest, and what is actual.l.y 
Islamic - that is, we go to bed very l.ate (even Sara is not in bed before 
11 on weekends and vacation), so after Fajr we go back to sleep till 9 or 
10 Th' ' . t ~r~ . h. f . c . · • i::; ic JU::> a ,:pa ~rn in t ._is am:!.ly, ~n it'= al.l. ri~ht for me 

I 
unless there are unusually stressful activities, in which case I get very 
exhausted. I am now going to a new doctor in Boulder, an M. D. whose 
total approach is to rectify biochemical imbalances with natural 
supplements. He has done intensive, and very sensitive, blood analyses _ ...._~, 

and some problems in the hormones, immune system and amino acid 
deficiencie-::: have shown up\ which he feels can be rectified by his 
treatment. So I'm trying it and pray to get better. It just seems that 
one part after the other is malfunctioning; ne says the organism is just 
used up and severely aep!eted, and I know this myself . I ' ve now begun 
having almost daily attacks of chest tightness and difficulty breathing, 
like a pre-asthma syndrome, when exposed to triggering agents (chemical, 
mostly), a new and disturbing devel.opment. So do please pray for me, as 
I really need to get better before there is a major breakdown. 

I felt very sorry about your visit with the sisters from 11::.... 
Islamabad Jama' at-e-Islami. This bears out my unshakable feeling that 
the creation of a religious elite means the creat ion of an arrogant, 
self-righteous group of people who are upheld in their Islamic practices 
by peer-pressure within their own circle which is just as strong as any, 
say, in the American schools (witness the proliferation of beards and 
"official" hijab in Iran under the "Islamic" governments, among peopl.e 
who never ha.i beards, etc . , before: and the enforcement of the Saudi \ 
rul ~s of h j jab due to government spies, "religious police," etc. ) . 
I h, te to hear about your harrassment by these sorts of visitors and 
think you should work out, perhaps with your Khan Sahib, a set of rules 
of conversation for yourself. Here we have the same thing, for example, 
when a sister asks a new Muslimah, "Well, do you think you've improved "'- 1j•• 
lately," or, "You aren't a correct Muslim because you don't cover your l~\c:-­
face," or any number of other "digs." Somehow we must learn not to 
assume the defensive posture but to deflect the conversation and 1 if 
necessary 

1 
force the others to defend thesmselves . ~ ttiis is done 

varies with local situations, but I think you must have a permanent 
strategy, since this wasn't the first time, and probably won ' t be the 
.last, when such a thing has happened:~ must not let ourselves be made 
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¥ncomfortable but must evoke the sole right of Allah to judge each of us 
~ccording to our circumstances and capabilities. 

I'm working as full-time as I can on my Qasas al-Anbiya stories 
but there is a lot going on, my children coming for shorter or longer 
v iSits, etc. It 's v . difficult work as I'm taking all the Qur'anic ayat 
~nd interweaving them into the dialogue/ story. 

As for the current condition of w. society, there is so much 
which is good and correct (much Setter than in "M." countries) here 
interwov en with filth and garbage that it makes it all the harder to sort 
out. We have lost many of our children because o f rigid attitudes which 
said to them, "You have to choose between Islam and all this," and now it 
seems to me that the only way to keep them in Islam is to say, "You can' 
have Islam and some of this, but be selective." This is, I think, the 
only approach which works. Too many Muslims here are purists and 
entrenched in ideological positions which are certain to lose or hurt the 
children, and they are never going to understand that Islam is, above 
all, a religion of wisdom in which sometimes one must avoid greater evils 
by pursuing a less-than-ideal course. And then many of them have them-

\ 

selves to blame for deciding to settle here in -t-he first place.1. as
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October 26, 1992 

Maryam, 

- As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatallah. I do apologize for not 
having written sooner. I've become quite "allergic" to letter-writing, 
and find that u.nless I reply to a letter right away, I tend to postpone 
it for one reason or another. Also, this period has been very busy for 
me. I do hope you've been well and setttled in your own quarters, 
whether up or downstairs, and havl.g your dear ones near you. 

As for Radhia, I had a letter from her at the end of August. 
At the end of May she fell and broke her leg, with a three month recovery 
period and a f MRlii of complete dependence, as she lives on a 
mountainside far from any facilities of any kind. I haven• t replied to 
her yet, but this will probably account for why you haven't heard from 
her. J-\<>-' 

"'Ameena and her family were with us this year for about six 
weeks, at the end of which we went to the ISNA convention together, and 
then they left for home. At that time, the work I'd been doing for 
months to write a curriculum for a three-hour-a-week Islamic school here 
came to fruition. We opened the school and it's going along. The 
attitudes of the kids and discipline is a big problem, something I really 
don't know how to handle. There are a few willing students among them 
(including, alhamdulillah, my Sara) , but mostly they are disruptive 
and/or uninterested. This is where teacher's training is so useful, as 
these are things Am. teachers have to deal with every day. Then, some of 
us in this community became v. involved with Bosnia, my part being to 
contact churches to contribute used winter clothing, which is being 
collec1fed in the masjid for forwarding on shortly. At the same time, 
I •ve been trying to find time to work on my qasas al-anbiya, which is 
immensely time-consuming. MY method is to translate all the ayat 
relevant to a particular prophet's story and then weave the story out of 
those references, which are put at the end. Not liking any existing 
translation, I am doing my own, with help as needed. I love this work 
and find it opening to me new understandings of Qur'an and nubuwwa. When 
they're done, I'll insha'Allah send you a copy. 

Conditions throughout the world seem to be worsening rapidly, 
heralding the end of the era of darkness, insha'Allah, and the coming of 
Mahdi, a. s. - that's our only hope. That the civilized world should 
tolerate the savagery in Bosnia is a sign of its utter decadence, and 
once this sort of thing is allowed to go on anywhere in the world, with 
no checkmating, it will rear .its head ·everywhere. Sheil!.~ ~!1~!!11 is 
predicting it for Germany, it seems, and it's already begun. And the 
moral decadence of this society, where a man like Clinton has the 
possibility of becoming head of state, is appalling - not that we iike 
Bush, but he's certainly better than c., and Perot seems to be an oppor­
tunist, without political experience . May Allah send His help soon! 

At the ISNA Convention, I found myself unable to attend speeches 
and spent my time in other ways. I found some excellent new books about 
tasawwuf, Ibn Arabi, etc. The focus of these conventions has changed 
greatly over the years. First of all, Americans are given much more 
responsibility; it's not just the old group of overseas Muslims all the 
time. Secondly, it's problem-and-solution oriented rather than dealing 
with theoretical issues and theology. Still, there is too i1!ch 
fragmentation among Muslims in this country. There is an evideny:.1y­
documented Saudi effort to dominate the masajid, backed by plenty of 
money, to propagate Wahhabi thought, but the rest are fighting back now 
and rejecting that domination. The sheikh says they are the real enemies 
of Islam and will be terribly punished - and we are waiting. 



... 

,. 

Since Moin isn't teaching this year, he's at home all the time, 
working sometimes on a translation of a book on major sins from Arabic. 
I have Sara in a private school and her performance has improved tremen­
dously, alhamdulillah. I spend a lot of time chauffeuring her back and 
forth. We put her in tae-kwon-do (a kind of Korean martial art) to learn 
self-confidence and have a useful self-defense skill, so you can imagine 
how much driving around there is. Alhamdulillah that we live near the 
middle of town now; otherwise this would all be impossible. Hediye, now 
in eleventh grade, is having to come to grips with what she is going to 
do, university entrance testing, etc., at the age of almost 17. And so 
life goes on normally enough, a thousand times alhamdulillah~ 

Moin is waiting for me to go over the translation of some ayat 
for my qasas , so I will stop here, sending you, dear Maryam, my du• a for 
peaceful, heal thy days and nights, with salams from Mo in . to Khan Sahib. 
~ 

1 
Allah keep you in the best of conditions 1 ~ \.... ~ '41' vt.. 1--:. 
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March 29, 1993 

Mary•, 

Wa alaikm aa-ul• va rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Your letter 
arrived today, ad I'• hurrying to reply. 

Ill8ba1All* by the ti• this reaches you, your eyes will be 
completely healed and you'll be back with your usual activities again. 
It must have been a long, difficult two months, but hopefully one of them 
being RUMlda helped. May Allah accept your fasting and prayers, and 
write this •• a excellent Ramadan in your hisab. 

As 10ll say, of course the World Trade Center debacle has made 
problems for llaaU.• in America - but then, so does every new incident. 
What is more disturbing is the obvioua¥eliberate attempt of the media -
whether all or part of it is not clear - to use labels such as 
"fundamentali.t• and "radicals" in a quite loose, non-specific manner. 
For all I know, I'• a fundamentalist/radical/rebel, or whatever. There 
is also a very marked attempt to depict Islamic movements in such 
countries as Egypt as terrorist/reactionary /fanatical, etc. And one just 
can't sort out the truth from lies. 

Thia leaves me personally rather confused. I am a non-political 
Muslim, as I don't see 'Islamic• political solutions, imposed upon the 
sorts of Muslims we have nowadays, both the bad and the very good sort, 
as being really productive. Peoples• hearts and understandings have to 
change, not the political structure, and until that happens, nothing will 
be right. Until Mahdi, a.s., comes and sets things right with his sword, 
anything we do or don't do will be futile; you atop up one hole and a 
hundred others come in its place. Therefore I have little sympathy for 
the political movements, which merely result in the turning of one 
element of the Muslims against the other, tortures, imprisonment, 
executions - with what results? An Iran-style government, which isJI am 
certainlfull of hypocrisy and has blackened the name of Islam everywhere? 
No, thank you; I can't support this. It therefore becomes hard for me to 
sort out who is right and who is misguided here. For ex., my son-in-law 
went to see Sheikh 'Omar Abdur-Rahman and he told me enthusiastically how 
much nur he has, in the manner of a sahabi. But what is -~b~ _ _!!essage of 
such people? That the government is not following Islam lin(!~e people 
want Islam? That it is oppressing Muslims? That all must return to 
Allah and Ielam? That haqq is haqq and batil is batil, and everything 
other than Islam is batil? In this time, will this be effective, or only 
bring down more torture and persecution on Muslims? Some say that blood 

-• ~- •b~ f'4 ••'ha1111l Allah and that because this is not happening 
everything is going wrong, but ao much ia being shed already - not, 
admittedly, by mujahideen, but certainly by innocent civilians. 
Therefore, my only hope is in the coming of al-Mahdi, a. s. , and our 
sheikh s giving us to understand that the time is fast approaching. 
Many Muslims here are qui~_eplitically active, but I just can't be. I'm 
not clear enough on what~to be done, and secondly I'm just too tired 
for that kind of thing and more involved wit~ spiritual matters, which 
are all-important to me at this stage of life. 

My eon Yusuf is a student here at CSU but most of his spare time 
is spent working with the local MSA, whose leadership consists of young 
brothers his a e, and they're doing an excellent job of outreach into the 
community, pe 1 to person. .._s.But no one can say what tomorrow will 
bring. I beli~ that if ~e are falsely accused in the WTC bombing, 
it will come out in court, as the defense lawyers are excellent. Ia the 
whole thing staged, from beginning to end? Allah knows. And if not. 

what could have prhomi pdtedt thielsse rnJ>Pi;af~. dc;,tu;:iae:g:tishii.!~1;ffrcf!I~ 
thing, leaving be n ra 



insha'A1lah. 
The sort of cultural bankruptcy among Ms. (Disney posters in 

Isl. schools, etc.) seems to me a primary problem of this time. The old 
e or rejected, and nothing has taken its place which isn, t is gon , 

borrowed. Esp., we have nothing with content to offer our youth. 
_ I •m spending all my free time working on my qasas al-anbiya, 
which brings me a little light in obscurity. Throughout Ramadan I didn't 
set foot in the mosque because of the wahhabi influence; I just can, t 
pray behind such eR- imams But it was a good Ramadan for me and I was 
terribly sorry to see it end' al though I became so exhausted from 
insufficient sleep. May Allah let us live to see other Ramadans and 
accept whatever tiny bit we could do. 

50._, dear Maryam, I send you my warm wishes and du•as for a 
complete recovery' and good days to come as you resume your normal 

routines. 
With love, 

~ 
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August 4, 1993 

;. dear Maryam, 
• 

As-salamu 'alaikum wa rahmatal.lahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you 
very much for your two letters, the "tracer" of June 5 and the one of 
July 2. Please don't take offense if I don't reply promptly (especiall.y 
when our letters have crossed and a letter is on the way to you) . There 
is just so much to do and never enough time; I haven't sat down to my own 
work for maybe three months now. And I am so much el.owed down with 
everything; just getting dinner on the tabl.e for my littl.e famil.y is an 
effort. 

So Marya is still in the u. s. I can imagine how much you 
miss her. I will be interested in knowing her reaction, but wil.1 she be 
frank about her feelings or is it possibl.e that she will say what you 
want to hear? Try to make sure what she really feels. And there• s so 
much here that's so much better than what Muslim countries have to offer 
in terms of keeping the rights of people, common courtesy, order, 
clealiness, etc., that positive impressions are not necessarily wrong. 

I found THE TAO OF ISLAM a superb book I but Allah knows that 
there's no way I could help with a review as I remember almost nothing. 
Certainly it isn't easy to review a work of such magnitude. I found her 
understanding so keen that in many places it was as if a natural., 
revealed truth was being expressed. And thank you for your favorable 
review of KAREEM AND FATIMAH. Personally, I don't think that all is lost 
with those loveable, sensitive children when they reach adolescence; 
enough has been put into their hearts and minds to stay with them, if the 

t--~~• environment continues to support them. We are walking a very fine 
line of "not too much" and "not too l.ittle" Islam in order that our 
children may be happy to be Muslims instead of feel.ing deprived and 
miserable (and many do) about it. 

I know of course what the media are portraying concerning 
Muslims and Islam. There is a probability that the WTC bombing and much 
of the rest of the "terrorist" allegations are a plot, possibly or 
probaby by MOSSAD, to discredit Islam and Musl.ims. The Jewish agenda 
bears watching very carefully; everywhere one sees marks of their hatred 
against Musl.ims. At the same time, converts from Judaism are pl.entiful. 
Only Allah knows what may be in the future, but we are all noticing that 
people look at us differentl.y than before and there is a feeling of 
uneasiness in the air. We are waiting, praying, hoping ••• 

My daughter Ameena and her four children were with us for about 
a month. Now they, with my family, have all. gone in the station wagon on 
a 1ong camping trip which wi11 end at Ameena•s home. I've been alone for 
the past five days (sisters staying with me at night, though), and 
tomorrow I fly to Ca1ifornia, where I'11 be involved in a one-day seminar 
on probl.ems of child-rearing, and then the rest with the family . Will be 
back insha 'Allah on Aug. 18. On Aug. 25 I' 11 insha 'Allah fly to 
Michigan, where Sheikh Nazim will be coming for a brief period, and then 
will be back around Sept. 5. This is a l.ot for a lady who is semi­
retired and only wants peace and quiet, but I'm not planning my life 
myself. Insha'All.ah there is khair in all. of it, especial.ly in the l.ong­
desired meeting with the beloved sheikh. Will write you about all. of it. 

Almost every day as I read the paper I come across articles 
about the state of American society about which I think, "I should send 
.. s:at to Maryam. " But I never do. Things are so degraded, so terrible 
here, that unless you keep up closely with trends via the media, you 
would be so shocked. Perhaps the gay movement is the worst of it. 
Before there were holes in the social fabric, but no one can hardly find 
any whole cloth; almost everything is upside-down and backwards, as the 
clean fi tra of the human being in this society becomes more and more 
distorted. The pity of it is that there are so many really good, decent 



people still, but one can easily predict that unless something is done to 
halt the trend, they wil.l become an anachronism in a society where 
everything abnormal is the norm. Alhamdulillah that Fort Collins is 
still a decent, family-oriented community, but even here crime is on the 
rise and there is now gang activity. I was shocked at what my two older 
grandchildren told me about the atmosphere in their school. (5th and 6th 
grade) and what degradation they are exposed to. Fortunately, we can all 
(including their mother) talk very openly about everything, making jokes 
out of obscene stuff so that it becomes defused. But there is no 
childhood for children any longer; they are exposed to adult behaviors 
and problems long before their time. Al.hamdulillah, we had a lovely 
visit together; I only wish I could be near them all the time, as they 
need all. the support they can get - and we do too, of course. But Allah 
is the Best of Planners and we only ask a good outcome in all affairs. 

Must now sit and write my talk for the seminar. Probably I 
won• t be able to write for a few weeks due to all this traveling, but 
don't worry - I'll be back with you when I can. May Allah give you a 
quiet, peaceful life always, dear Maryam, and bless you in everything, 
especially the new grandchil.d. r~~ eaJe a6essaw 1euo111pp\f 
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August 24, 1993 

My dear Maryam, 

As-salaamu 'alaikum wa rah.matallahi wa barakatuhu. Just received 
your letter of August 15; may Allah bless and reward you for your 
faithful friendship. I sent you a letter somewhere around the end of 
July or beqinning of August; I hope you will have received it. In any 
case, all is well here, but the summer was busy and hectic with my 
daughter and her five children here for five or six weeks, followed by a 
few days alone at home (while the others traveled to Ca. by car on an 
extended camping trip) getting ready for ~ 13-day trip to Ca. Have been 
home for a week, and tomorrow leave insha •Allah for Michigan, where 
Sheikh Nazim will be for maybe three weeks. Since Marya is so interested 
in Sheikh Nazim, I am sending you phone nos. in Mich. so that if you like 
you can let her know them in case she would like to come. The pl.ace is 
45 minutes in each direction from Detroit and Ann Arbor in a vil.l.age 
called Fenton, where the Haqqani Trust has purchased a property for this 

l gathering and future use. The phone no. at the Hq. is 313-429-4941 i 
{ another number for getting information is 213-750-7333 (Abdul-Haqq) i and 

still antoher is 313-665-26 70 ( Abdul.-Malik or Maryam) • The sheikh is 
arriving August 25 and will be there for three weeks or more, but may be 
leaving on side-trips, so it is critical. to check his schedul.e before 
anyone thinks of going there. 

' 1 

Of course I will write you about it when I return· I am very 
excited about seeing my sheikh and hope that some understandings may open 
i ··r me· By the way, I just compl.eted a sixth book of his• begun in 
'.11 If you like I 1 11 send you a copy when I return· 

I met Mrs. N z Sharif at Nisar Fatimah's function which you and 
I attended about fc...r years ago. Arguing that something can be known 
about a person by the company they keep, maybe something can be 
understood from that (Begum Zia was there al.so, if you recal.l) - or maybe 
not. Nawaz Sharif is some kind of cousin to a very committed Naqshb:~di 
family I know in the u. s. and in Karachi, so there shoul.d be somet ng 
there - better than Benazir, certainl.y, a thousand times· 

h end here. Forgive my 
Still have to prepare for my trip• so muc i agine 

brevity, but it was this or nothing. Dear Maryam, don't you ever d mb ing 
that I could forget you but with l.etters getting lost an e( t 

' hi h ds to be finished ge 
--w:r v .. a1.."t; .. ched to some project w c nee d lso from 

manuscripts from A'.l'P for review and sometimes for editing' an 
8 

h ld 
th H ever my letter s ou 

o er places) , I am sometimes late in writing· ow • difficult -
by now have reached you. The rei vew of ~ must have bee:n~~ess mercy. 
but what a book I Until next time, Al.l.ah keep you in His 

Love, 

----r 



Zeba Siddiqui 
1201 Robertson St. 
Fort Collins, Co. 80524 
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,~ -------
dear Ma.yam, \I __....> 

September 1 ~ . 1993 

:Assal.amu 'alaikum again. Masha' Allah, your letter of Sept. 7 
crived in my mailbox before I could get mine into it, such a crossover! 
nd I thought I should reply so that we are caught up with each other 
gain. 

I will get a copy of Book Six to Marya shortly insha'Allah, and 
.t should reach you before too long. It is a little book, but with much 
>recious material. 

I was aware of the crisis in Pakistan from a friend who recently 
returned. May Allah send His help! I believe that, if given enough 
t ime, the various goondas of the Bhutto clan will destroy themselves and 
each other, because it seems they are going to be elected. Or perhaps 
martial law will take over. What a totally wretched system! But then 
l ook at a country like the us and its election processes, and the sort of 
people we get to lead the greatest country (show) on earth! 

No, I haven't heard anything from Radhia for well over a year; 
insha 'Allah she's all right. If you write , tell her that I• ve missed 
hearing from her. 

As for my opinion of Interpreter's Log, I found it very 
interesting and moving: just to feel my heart in contact with people who 
are so interested in Allah made me happy, and I felt quite lonely when I 
finished reading. Yet I felt that in some ways it was quite "nafsi," as 
if one's thoughts were so precious as to be written down in such a 
fashion, even when not much was being said. The main difficulty is that 
Brother Nuh now has a reputation from his Reliance, and what he has 
written in the Log, due to the prevailing heavy salafi influence, would 
discredit him completely. Yet there is an urgent need for correct 
information about tasawwuf, and he has it. I therefore suggested a sort 
of compromise. Since a major work detailing the sharai 1 y basis of 
tariqah, its historical development, what is and isn't acceptable, the 
workings of the sheikhs, various practices, in th, 1·::..~1 al-Sunnah wal­
Jama 'at framework, is most urgently needed in Engl'lsh, it might be 
possible to combine the more relevant of his entries with the expository 
material covering these matters. Believe me, there will now be all-out 
war from the side of the salafis against people of tariqah (Sheikh Nazim 
has long since declared war against them and predicted their 
destruction) . I expect my good name to be torn apart since it ' s no 
longer a secret that I belong to that jama•at due to certain things that 
have happened, and Nub's will be, also. And because the Shadilli 
Practices are rather far out, even more so. However, if he backs 
everything with references from classical sufi literature, he will be 
safe and at the same time do a tremendous service to the seekers in the 
English-speaking world, of whom there are no doubt many. 

It was instructive to read about their practices, which are so 
Clifferent from ours. In our way, khalwah comes at the very end of the 
llUrid 1 s inner work; only then is it perm! tted and useful. Our sheikh 
iOrks by nasihah and instruction, as you know. He has said repeatedly 
:hat the Naqshbandiyah, the only t. coming from Abu Bakr Siddiq, is the 
1tlly real tariqah remaining now, and that it begins where the others 
eave off (I didn't say this to Br. Nub, of course). But each person's 
~y is chosen for him and therefore must be right for him. The important 
hing is that there is a way, or ways, to reach something other than what 
~ts material life offers for those who are seeking. Al though I have 
~~ched nothing at all, it makes me happy to know that this is a 
)asibility. May A1lah lead us to an opening ••• 



I don't know if I told you that the reviews of my prophets• 
stories submitted to ATP (three stories so far) came back with 
suggestions for major changes in the form of taking out the traditions 
nArrated by lbn Abbas which I included. I sent them to Br. Nuh for 
review and am waiting to see what he says, for I don• t see any reason to 
change anything at this point, and the whole matter is on hold. 

Why don't you have your son collect articles for you from the 
media, since this interests you? It would be better if done in a 
somewhat systematic fashion, which I can't really do. But you see 
CNN and maybe some written publications, so you no doubt have a very 
clear idea of things (unless the Pak. press considers them so 
objectionable as not to print them). As for the Israeli-Arab treaty, I 
think it will. never work because Arafat's leadership will never be 
accepted by Isl.amic-minded people; probably someone will assassinate him 
and/or Rabin. Thanks for the ref. to Danner•s book; I'll try to get it. 
Allah keep you, dear Maryam, in safety and peace and good health. ~ / 
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September 15, 1993 

irm· 
As-salamu •alaikum. How are you? Insha'Allah well, together 

• ,11 your dear ones, and having good news from the children in the 
Perhaps you would have received my brief letter of the end of 

August. Now, as I promised, I'll tell you all about my trip to Michigan 
and Sheikh Nazim. 

First, though, I must tell you that I received a copy of 
Interpreter's Log from Nuh Keller, and he mentioned that he had sent you 
a copy for your review. I would be interested in your impressions of it 
l I 1 m sending him a letter with my thoughts about it, for whatever it's 
worth) • We can compare notes in our next exchange. 

As for Michigan, the Haqqani Trust (Sheikh Nazim's trust) bought 
a large property near Detroit, acres and acres of grazing land together 
with a spacious house and a large barn which has been converted into a 
mosque and dormitory rooms. This was the gathering place. 

Hed1ye and I flew in to Detroit and were at the airport when 
Maulana arrived, together with his nearest people. There was quite a 
reception by murids. The first thing he did was to find a clear area and 
pray 2 r. of shukr and then all 13 r.s of Maghrib. We all then went out 
to the property. Over the next ten days a large number of people 
gathered, old and new murids and others. The sheikh led most of the 
prayers and gave talks once or twice a day. He was in a very good mood, 
smiling and joking, and pleased with the new endeavor, saying that 
America's power is broken and Americans must come to Islam. My sense of 
things is that it is people like the murids, who are open, smiling, 
loving, not telling anyone what to do or not, who can do this, never th 
grim-faced, all-too-serious types who never think of love of Allah or His 
Prophet, pbuh. There was such a good atmosphere among the people there, 
no one claiming to be anything or showing his nafs, but loving 
interaction, a great deal of patience with quite adverse conditions, and 
clean, decent interaction between men and women. It was by far the 
strongest Isl. event I ever attended, most positive. When you look at 
and listen to the sheikh, his sincerity is so evident and so great that 
you feel it's enough for all mankind, such a humble, faithful servant, 
beaming love. Oh, for such sincerity toward Allah! I think that's where 
all the work is to be done. And so we came back, happily, charged and 
ready to keep on working. 

Maulana went to New York. I wish I had had your children's 
phone numbers so they could have gone to see them (if interested, that 
is; but even if not interested, it's something to meet such a towering 
Islamic personality}. He is making stops in Washington, Chicago, the Bay 
area and Los Angeles before flying to Germany. But now, with the center, 
perhaps he will return again. As for the coming of al-Mahdi, a. s. , and 
related events, he was nearly silent on this topic this time, for reasons 
which he alone knows. 

I want to get this in the mail so will stop now, sending you 
much love and hoping to hear from you again soon. May Allah bless you! 
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Febaruayr 27, 1994 
Maryam, 

Wa ·~1a1Kum as-saJ.am wa rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. I was so 
happy to receive your letter a few days ago. I had asked a friend who 
has gone to Lahore to call you, but she lost the number. I was in the 
process of trying to get your number to her when your letter arrived. 
But actually, all I have is an old number of your sister-in-law's. Do 
you have a telephone now, and if not, what is the best number to cai1 to 
enquire about you in such events? Of course, I don't have any idea why 
your letter addressed here would have been returned , but then the postal 
employees are only human and so can make mistakes like everyone else. No 
letter addressed to Royal Drive will reach us any more, but you can 
always use my husband's Dept. of Statistics address, at least for the 
remainder of this academic year. In any case, I was more than happy to 
know that you' re all right and that no disaster has occurred which would 
account for the long break in communication. 

Of course I wouldn't just up and move like that without your 
knowing - moving ia no simple thing. So next time, just assume a problem 
with the mail, from whichever side. I was glad of all your news- an 
eventful period in your life, it seems. My warmest congratulations on 
Marya's marriage and the new grandchild. And someone writing a thesis 
about you! I realize such things impinge on your sense of modesty, but 
you are who you are as a literary figure and something of a legend as an 
American who went and settled in Pakistan in days when no one did such a 
thing, etc. , and perhaps your story may be a source of inspiration to 
someone. Thank you for the books you recommended. Frankly, despite all 
the good I've heard about S. H. Nasr, I• ve been reluctant to read his 
books or recommend them because of his Shi• ah background and his being 
involved in the incredible tariqah of Schuon. In case you don• t know 
about this, I can send you material; but in general what N.H.M. Keller 
has written about Titus Burckhardt under entry X348 in the Reliance 
applies to him. 

As for myself, there is li tt.le to speak about. I got my 
computer in mid-December and Yusuf has been an excellent tutor. This has 
enabled me to work so much more efficiently and quickly, especially with 
the Qur 'an and Hadi th software (from u. K. , but leave so much to be 
desired in terms of cross-referencing - that is, the Hadi th software) . 
Moin is helping me by looking up material in Ibn Kathir, which is much 
more reliable than Tabari but unfortunately is not available in English. 
Ramadan is very lowkey for us this year. I am hardly inviting anyone, 
but there are weekly potluck if tars (last time in our house, packed! ) , 
and we pray Tarawih at home. I do not know anything beyond tomorrow; our 
future moves remain totally unknown, but we won't go overseas again. The 
children are not at a stage at which they can be either taken along and I 
can't leave them (at least Hedi ye) here alone. Hedi ye has a serious 
problem with her digestion which no doctor seems able to understand, but 
certainly not having any friends or relatives here is a stress factor. 
This year so many of the people close to us have left F. c. , including 
Hedi ye' s close and dear friend, and there is almost no one going to be 
left by the end of summer. Close friendships take years to make, and 
since the majority of Muslims here are much younger students, I don• t 
expect much. But Allah knows what He's doing with our lives. I am 
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8111 simply waiting for a change in orders, so to speak, as circumstances 
will dictate. Meanwhile, I'm so busy with my writing that I don't much 
care about anything else, for my own self. I • m past the stage where 

1 have to be surrounded by people, and even when I am I don• t open 60 
~ch of myself, even to the close friends; it just has to be that way. 
And alhamdulillah for everything. 

How the massacre in Hebron will affect the course of history 
lY He knows, but the whole thing is terribly distressing. I want to 

on h · 1 . reach out to the Jews w o wi. 1 listen and say, "Let's get together on 
what is common. Religion has never been a divisive factor among us 'Ir' 
these ae political matters." But unfortunately, that isn't true. The 

cupied territories settlement is as much a religious ( eretz Israel) 
oc as political, and though motivations for it may differ from group issue 

0 
group inside Israel, the effects are the same. I certainly don't 

t with Hamas' tactics, but then, I don't live there, suffering all agree 
indignities. Only the sword of Mahdi, a. s. , can extinguish the 

•' ·ose 
Of the hatred on earth and its horrible legacy, and I pray 

ires i h 
i lly for his coming soon~ I mean, with Zhirinovsky loom ng on t e ont nua 

c it may be closer than we think. Ending here, ~d,j,DS;~ri.i 1~t ---;;:. horizon, 
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May 4. 1994 

My dear 

-aala111i 'alaikum va rahmatallahi wa barakatuhu. Thank you so 
much for our good letter of April 3, together with the photos. I was 
pleased to ... you looking well and no older than you used to years ago. 
May Allah 'k9ep your family all happy and peaceful. and give you peace in 
their peace. And MY Allah give you and Khan Sahib endless rewards for 
having rabed good children; may they always be a credit to you and an 
ornament to Ialam. Meanwhile, I had sent you a handwritten letter toward 
the end of March, but perhaps it didn't reach you ••• another casualty of 
the syst•, OE perhaps of my miserable scrawl. 

It i• not surprising that time has vindicated the suggestion 
that not all 'Ialamic • groups are worthy of support. 'the last twenty 
years ha• Hen auch profound changes in life on this planet that it is 
hardly recognizable. One sensed that change was coming, but could hart'!.!,!', 
have expected it thie fast. And one of the chano~.,s. which was 
inevitable, 18 the radicalization of movements - both inside and outside 
'lf_ T•..?..:o.a... ~--- •cgji•• .. for':ol-:"<J all "'\'ti,...,. 1:'.C.lo ,.-are .... go, saying that mercy 
would be taken nay from people•• heart•, and obviously Muslims are no 
exception. We have an unfortunate tendency to use our religion to 
support our vi en and our agendas, and so you can expect any sort of 
results . As for the Iaraeli peace, it seems that it is proceeding in the 
right direction, but it can hardly be that simple. I read the newspaper 
almost every day, and everything I read confirms my conviction that time 
is running out for us in the present era. We are in the midst of the 
turmoil which the Prophet spoke about and can only hang on by our teeth, 
so to speak, to our values and way of life. At the same time we have an 
obligation to try to ahare what we have. It seems to me that Islam is 
spreading in this country somehow, in spite of everything, and I can't 
substantiate this feeling by any statistics at all, but there ie some 
sort of an intereat manifesting here and there, especially when one gets 
away from the stereotypes. Recently we had a wonderful siater here as a 
speaker. but unfortunately at the end of her talk, Mualims raised 
questions which were embarrassing and hostile, especially in relation to 
the status of women and related issues. But it is Allah who reaches 
hearts, not ouraelvee, and we can only try to do something. My son Yusuf 
is applying some innovative approaches aa president of the local MSA 
chapter; it'• the American Mualima who will do the job in the long run, 
and the new generation, at that . I recall your saying a long time ago 
that the present generation ia hopeless, but there is hope in the coming 
one. new energy, blood, understandinga, approaches. May Allah enable 
them to do what our generation could not; and yet, they are building, 
perhaps, on at least some of what we did. 

As I become older and my memory and concentration poorer and 
poorer, I must confine myself to one avenue of work, and that is the 
literary one; there, at least, I can still function with some degree of 
efficiency. I am spending most of my free time working on the Qasas, and 
will get some help in June from Besa Keller; she and Noah are coming to 
visit. This is at present my raison d'etre; I love it and also dre8'f 
finishing it, because I sense it will be my last work of any substance, 



but onlY Allah knows that. In June I plan to fly to Hawaii to be with my 
daughter Selima when she gives birth to her first child. Sara I hope 
'iill go and stay with her auntie during summer. I hope and plan to go to 
visit my aunt in Rome at the beginning of August. As of next week, Mo in 
is on his retirement phase for fifteen months and will be at home 
non-stop, unless Allah opens something unforseen. My youngest, Hedi ye, 
graduates from high school next month, endless thanks be to Allah. How 
hard it 1 s been for her, and how glad we both are that it 1 s going to be 
over! Probably our daughter Ameena will come for a month or so with her 
four children, so the summer will be very busy. In case you don't get a 
letter from me, don 1 t be worried - it just means I 1 m super busy and will .a 
tiri te when I can, at the least by September. Don't ever think that I 
forget you or ignore you, but sometimes it becomes difficult to write, or 
one just isn 1 t in the mood. 

May Allah keep you and your dear ones in His endless mercy, dear 
Maryam, and give you good days ahead. May Allah help Pakistan through 
every difficulty, and for the honor of His Habib who i s still loved and 
honored there, keep it safe ~d viable. Moin sends his salams to . your 
Khan Sahib. Withg my love, ,r~ ·eaJea6essaw1euo111ppv 
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